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Antisepsis IN SunoKRY.— It would bi ;i< frreat 
a mistake to assume tbat the growing Uutruat of 
carbolic acid as a dressing to wounded snrfaoes did 
not antedate Lister's repudiation of the drug for this 
pnrpnsp, iM fmc llu- late International Medical Cou- 
gresB, as it would be to declare that the essential 
piinclple Involved in it« use has in the least suffered 
tliroii^h the disrepufp into which Listerlsm, as it 
was originally promulgatetl, has fallen. While it 
may be true that *'Li8terlam Ist todt.** th<; Matemcnt 
applies not to Listcrism in Its essence. That has 
propably a siroDger hold oa the prufe«eioaaI Diind 
to day than ever. Out of the omdUtiea of the plan of 
the great Scotch snr-jfori tlicre Inive been evolved 
methods to which none of the dangers of that plan 
attach. Out of Listerism dead there have arisen 
methodswhich would probably never have taken root 
in any other soil. Listerism was the fore-runner of 
the gospel of perfect eleanttness, and there is a very 
considerable nlirabcr of eminent surgeons who 
maintain that cleanliness is the essential factor iu 
all the forms of antiseptic dressings which have 
been and are still oominended. 

The New Y..rk Medical .Tournnl of the Hlh iir?!,, 
contains a symposium by leading New Yorlc sur- 
geons on the rabject of antiseptic dressinis. It is 
exceediugly intoreslin^' a.s an index of the yircscnt 
status of tills important question. Dr. Willard 
Parker. Emeritus Professor of Surgery in the College 
of Pliysicians and Surgeons, opens the ball by the 
Klatement that Listerism did not come into vogue 
until after he had in a great measure withdrawn 
from the active practice of surgery, and that, there- 
fore, his iiiprcsHion?; of it were rather from observa- 
tion* of its resiults iu the hands of younger men than 



from pcrsonul (•\|)crieiice. lie regards carbolic acid 
as employed in this method as of the most signal 
advantage in the tqsatment of cases cooflued in 
close, ill-ventilated rooms or wUbio the range of ex- 
halations from diseased surfaces in other patients. 
He is not convinced, however, that it is of any 
direct advantage where the patient's constitution Hiid 
general hoiilth are such as they should be, and the 
wound is kept perfectly clean. Ue regards the de- 
tails of Listerism as chiefly important in an Indirect 
way, viz.. in c^nlllni^ the attention of the operator, 
asiiiatants and nurses to the never-ending necessity 
of cleanliness which is next to godliness. 

Dr. H. B. Sands, Professor of Surgery in ilie 

Ck>llegeof Physicians and Surgeons, declares the 
dm or antiseptic surgery to be simply to prevent 

IHiiiefuctive changes in the wcmnd. Tie adopts 
without reserve the germ theory of putrefaction 
and declares that « when this process occurs in a 
wound it is cau^^d by the entrance of air containing 
solid particles which act as ferments. As a means 
of diHinfectiug the hands of operator and assistants 
and of purifying instruments he still employs car^ 
liolic u( uljielievingthat this antiseptic is superior to 
ail others for this purpose. As a dressing for tl -* 
wound be, however, has found nothing equal ' to 
indof.irm. .V pifcc of iodoform gauze, 10 per crnt., 
of six to eight layers ih thickness, is laid over the 
line of union. Over this Is phiced a thide pad of 
-.alicyl.iicd absorlieiit cotton, then a piece of gutta- 
percha tissue and finally a bandage. After opera- 
tions involving a loss of int^ment so as to prevent 
clo.sure of the wound, he com mends very liighly a 
watery solution of 1 to 2^K)0 (about gr. jv to Oj; of 
corrosive sutlimgte. Its advantages are its freedom 
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from odor, its highly antiseptic character and the \ 
comparatire absence of danger fron toxic symptoms. 
Dr. Sands citM, M Ulitatrating the efficacy of anti- 
septic (Inissinj^ as employed by him, the fact fhnt in 
Jthe surgical Berrice of Uoosevolt Hospital, with 
■eventy-flve beda, tboe has for ovw time years been | 
DO occurrence of septicjpmi;! or pyrr-niia following 
an operatioa. Sach results art- certainly very sur- 
prialnf. j 

Dr. Robert F. Weir. Surgeon to the New York 
and Belleyue Hospitals, is pconounoed in his prefer- 
euoe for carbelie odd as a germicide, but reoogiiiMs , 
the dangers of poisoning attendant on its asc. He ; 
cites one fiitul ca«c nnd two presenting alarming ] 
syiaptoms a3 occuriiig during the past year, in illus- | 
tration of this danger. Iodoform is a valuable an- { 
tiscptic but is not free from dantrtT, althoiigh the 
percentage is less than from the use of carbolic acid. 
Tbia danger has already caused « falling off of its i 
rrputation in Germany. Hp hns found a spray of | 
a solution of corrosive subUmutc, 8 grains to the j 
pint, a very ezoellent anUseptte dressing. Carbolic ' 
:i<-i(l irt to 1m' prrfornnl a« a dlsinfortant for in-tru ■ 
ments, the corrosive sublimate being apt to dull the 
cutting edge. Dr. Weir does not endone the slate- ' 
nicnl made by Tail that the antiseptic treatment of 1 
wounds is valuable only in so far as its details en- 
sure cleati1in«ss. a statement whieh is, moreover, not 
borne out iiy the experience of other foreign sur- 
geons. Ue attaches great imporlaooe to personal 
cliMnliness and-disinfection of the hands of surgeon 
«nd a.ssistants, and of iustrniin ntfs, sponges, towels, 
etc., carbolic being preferred fur this purpose. 

Dr. J. Willlston Wright, Professor of Surgery in . 
thi' Medicftl Dcpnrtmcnt of the University of New 
York, gives his views in the form of categorical rc i 
piles to questions propounded by himst'lf. He en- ' 
dorses jiiitiftt'plic surg«<ry in so far as this implies 
thorough cle:in<iiii; and disinfectiou of the biinds of 
surgeon and assistants, and of iu2>truments, sponges, 
towels, etc; purlflcatlon of the patient's apartments . 
of such plements a.«? an» supposed to develop septi- I 
canoia, pyaemia, or erysipelas; the evacuation of . 
ptt« or other Inflammatory ptrodacts^ or. in other I 
wi>rds, perfect drulnagc ; and porfnt^t Hoanlincss of ' 
the wouiul and everything (atmospheric air in- 
cluded) which oomes In contact with it. He does | 
nut endorse Hntiscptlc surgery if by the term is ' 
meant the details of the Listerian method: if it im- 1 
plies Aat state of perfection which predleta abtolnte | 
certainty of rc8uU.s in a given operation; if it would j 
compel us to discard in ail cases the open treatment 
of ilumphrey, and the water*dressings of 8ir Wil- 
liam Ferguson, as relics of a barbarous age; if it 
wntild have u? believe thnt the statisilical records 
beuriug uu thiii «iU»^Uon have' always Ix'on fairly, | 
honestly or impartially made; or, if the results as | 
obtained under Lister's method are not largely due 
to the free drainage, improved state of hospital hy- 
giene, the abundant air-tnpply. aToldan<» of over- 
crowding, etc., which have been employed In con 
junction with that method, but are no essential port 
of it A»i««ndaflubbUeaoM, he imaida It as a 



vfthifthle .stiiiiul int "o the parts to which it isapplicil. 
Like many other allied substances, it protects u 
sore from the air, liardena and contracts its surface, 
thereby lessening its secretion, and so favors those 
proce^es of nature whereby alone perfect repair can 
take place. But he has serious doubte whether its 
virtue^ in these rf.'»pecls arc especially grciiler thim 
those of alcohol, creosote and many of tlie terebinth 
inates, or chat they are at all comparable with those 
of. for instjinrt , Peruvian balsam. 

Dr. William T. RuII. Surgeon to Sf. Luke's «n<i 
Chambers Street Hospitals, pronounces in favor «*f 
Listerism in hoepilal practice, but holda that its d«*' 
tails must filwnys he a Itarricr to if< adaptability to 
private practice, in the latter he would substitute 
the employment of iodoform gannfmade \sj rub 
bing the cryshils into th<> mesht ^> of well-waslu d 
cheese-cloth) or compresses of lint or gauze wet in a 
two-and-a-holf per cent, solution of carbolic acid. 
The "protective" may lie disjK'nsed with. He liiy< 
great stress on thorough drainage of woundii, 
thorough cleansing of the hands of all having to d<» 
with the operation, and dlilnfeeiion of flie inntru 
mcnts, using for this purpose a flvo-per cent, soln 
tion of carbolic ncld. He adds a word of cautio:. 
ali^t us to the infection of wounds by the procti- 
tionr-r, 'iMliIiti'^ l!i;it a- the irerm of puerp'Tnl septi- 
CivmiH may be carneti from patient to patient. »«• 
may ttie surgeon also carry the genns of the diaesM' 
frnrn one '.vuinid lo another, and citinir in'-tfinccs ii; 
whi( li .such eonveyauce waa clearly demonstrable. 

The deductions from the aboTC are so clear as \u 
obviate any necessity of further indicating them. 

Acute AjCKnic AMxis. — This term is the coinage 
of a Mr. Williams, a scientiflc Knglishman, Hvhu re- 
cently returned to bis home from a visit to this coun- 
try. Il-i rlmractori.stic symptom !<• a mpld dcstnir 
tion of adipose, nnd its most liitely vieliui tiie 
rotunrl ;md rubicund Briton who visits our shorcii. 
Mr. Williauis had n .•^nn wlio cnme to this country 
on a scientific expedition. After being here for u 
short time, his letten eihtbited a slate <rf abnormal 
cxritcmcnt, and as to hi= physica! dm elopmeiit, Ik 
became tali, thin, lantern-jawed and sallow. He 
cites also the case of Professor Proctor, the gentV- 
man who traveled throuirh this criinilry w few year? 
ago giving popular lectures on astronomy. Mr. 
Proctor lost thirty ponnds of flesh in a few months 
from "Aineririuiitis " He compares these examph s 
wiUi tlie typical Yankee with whom he is, doubtle^^si, 
most familiar as he is represented in the ideal pic 
torial illustration of Brother .Tonathan, and finds 
that they tally to a T. He forthwith aSMtimes jh«t 
all Americans are thin and cadaverous, and that oui 
climate is to blame. The assumption is clcaily 
without suflSctent basis an<l is, morcnver. njipofid 
to faels. While the American does not, as a rule, 
exhibit the rotundity and niirfenndlty of the Ent; 
lishmnn, the cause is not far to «»cek nnd ha.<! ( t 
tainly little to do with climate. The records sho a 
that the paawmgaii who came over on the finy 
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flv>wer were by no means conspicuouj; for fulliipsgof 
habit, in which regard Uiej furnish a marked con- 
trast with many ef their lineal descendants of (o-day, 
who, being bicased with more of this world's goods 
than Uteir ancestors, not only enjoy more of the 
otinm earn dignitate than did ihcy, but have also bet' 
t«r filled larders, and are not given to the same 
abstemioui>iiCss in the matter of thoee stimulating 
bt'verages whose tendency is also to retard waste. 
If the average American is less florid and obese than 
llie average Englishman (and he is), if l>«'rHi!*f' he 
ii» more temperate in his eating and dnuKiug, and 
bceause he is not given to the leisurely habita of the 
latter. In this fact rather than in the differences in 
clUnate is, doubtless, to be found the cause of any 
preponderance of adipose or aolid conaUtnenla of 
the blood in the Englishman, as cnmparcfl ivith the 
American. Mr. Williams' son and Professor Proc- 
tor, durinf Ihefr visit to this country, undoubtedly 
<li 1 rnnn- work than was their wont nt lionio, nnd in 
ctiosequencc of the same physical law which is oper- 
ative here and there, there was increased consump- 
tion of the hydro-carbons.. A very considerable op- 
portunity- of observing immigrants as they came to 
tlti;; country durio"; the same season, revealed none 
of the striking diiT. rcnoe in thdr favor as regards 
I) >dily nourisbmcut, 

Mr. Williams' remedy for "Americanilis" is unique: 
11c- adviHCii titc victim of the aflfectlon to return to 
bi-j native soil, or, nithcr. to the native soil of his 
progenitors '. Uc lives here under unnatural conUi- 
ii4>ns, and the breezes and emanations from the soil, 
u iionce if^pruog the parent stock, are neceesary to 
r< <i(ire his vigor ' 

Ol a piece with the sample of hasty geoerali/.alion 
pveo alxtve, are the utterances of Mr.' Herbert Spen- 
cf'T, at the banquet given liim in New York prior to 
his return to England. The burden of these was 
that Americans are overworked, and that the nation 
is suffering because of too little relaxation. Mr. 
Spencer ppcnt a few weeks amid the I ti^'l" mid 
whirl of the metropolis, where life is naturally in- 
tensified and where the speculative mania of this oon- 
tinent centers, and he adjudrrrs the cnuntr}- by what 
he observed there. The people of this country are 
not overworked, and even in the Individual caaee of 
tmwoutt'd rxppliratinn from whirh Mr. Spencer gen- 
eralizes, it is not the work, but the worry and anx- 
iety which wear. Mr. Bpencer is himself a thorough 
refiiiiition of the position which hi- tissinni'd in his 
remarks. He h is attained hia three score years and 
enjoys the avcragi health of his time of life, even in 
England, where they do inH work so hard, and this, 
too, in spite of the fact that no livtog writer nr 
thinker has done as much work as he. As a geu- 
t>rali7.cr, he had only one who was his equal, Charles 
Darwin, but he committed an error on the occasion 
referred to. His remarks have furnished a text for 
a number of sermons on the necessity for more re- 
laxation,, but in our opinion this necessity does not 
exist. 

In oontnst with the vtewe an to the physique of 



! thn niirives of thi> country us ijivcn ahovc we cite 
I those expressed by another distinguished English- 
I man. who has recently been wined and dined on his 
I visit to our shores — Mr. Seymour ilaydr-ii. Mi". 
Hayden is a auigcon of note, who. by devoting his 
Idsore honn to art, has l^ecome, by unanimous con- 
sent, the finest etcher of modern times. In the 
course of an after-dinner speech ttiefora the Lotos 
club in New York he said: 

" Strange to say, that \ory reputation for energy 
\ which ha.« b^en found fault with hy Herbert Bpen- 
cer, has been a great attraction for roe, in Uie vitiil 
which I am now paying you. I only widi thai we 
had a great deal morn of U un our side of the At- 
lantic. I disagree in U^to with Mr. Herbert Spencer. 
It has been my bnalnese and my pleasure to see the 
' oflfect of work, and to judj^i' of it, and T can honestly 
j say that I never saw, in all my professional career, 
j the least injury to life or health leault from what 
Mr. Spencer calls overwork. Only the other day. 
, just before 1 left England, I was met in consultation 
by one of the most eminent physicians in London. 
Sir William Outl. The case before us waa that of 
a mso who was said to be suffering fr^m overwork. 
I asked 8lr William Gull if he had ever met with a 
case of mischier or injury arising from this cause, 
and he said he bad not. So for once, at least, the 
iloctors agreed." 



L.iCBBATiOK OK THE Cervix Uteri.— It is only 
of comparatively late years that this condition came 
to be recognized jus a frt-quent occurrence and .is ili ■ 
cause of nuiny of the chronic alTections to which ilie 
female is prone because of her possession of a womb, 
viz., uterine hyportrophy, dcf,^rtive invnlution, 
meuorrhagia, dysmenorrhoea, displacements, leucor- 
rheea, sterility, etc In this country— the Itome of 
frynifrolopy — the difflcTilty is peculiarly prevalent. 
I at least if we ore to Judge of its prevalence by the 
I number of operations for Its ivUef which have been 
reported. The trTrir^cologist wljo hits not reported 
his score of such operations, is indeed rarer than the 
one who has not Invented a epeeolum. It is. how- 
ever, a singular fact that there is a wonderful dis 
parity between the frequency of the affection in 
this country and in other countries, England, for 
instance. Why this is so it is difficult to under 
stand, for the same cause, to wit, parturition, i>« 
certainly as operative there as here. Whether it 
actually occursi more or lets fittquently there than 
here, would, perhaps, be a somewhat dilUcuU quei- 
tiou to determine, but this much is certain, it is not 
rccognir^d there as the fruitful cause of the eottdi' 
j lions indicated as due to its exi.slencp in this cotin- 
try. English gynecologists either persistently close 
I their eyes to faets, or our Americsa apeelalists nt- 
I tach undue Importance to 1 il l raii in of the cervix 
It is more than probable that the frequency of Iho 
operation in tids ootttttiy is largely duo to one of 
the fashions by which gynajcologists, more, per 
haps, than any other speclalbts, are swayed. U 
was. h rvy short time since, the tefakn to slit the 
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cerrlz for many uterine compluote, bat w« now 

hear very little of the coniral cervix, the existence 

of wliich. It few years ago, rendered slitting 80 fre- 

«jtiently necessary. 

Wi* believe the ■ emze" for openiting for lurera- 

tion o( the cervix is subsidiug somewbat; there are 
Ht IcaHt Indications of its subsidence in certain qnar- 
fers. And this ehuniie nf views rev'ardini? it iri tine 
to a different conception uf the pathf*logic:il coudi 
tion from tbat under whicli the operation was 
<leeme<l 80 imperative. The views of Dr. J. Henry 
Itcnnet ure eominji to he regarded. Dr. Bennet. 
while he does not deny the fre<|iienf y of laeeralions 
of the cervix, reir irds them as an elTert rather than 
as a cau.so of uterine lroul>le. He insists Ifi i' in the 
cuses of rigidity of the m during labor, whn^h re- 
sults lo larjsraiioD. the rifrldlty is the result of prior 
di^f ise auiI 1- L'enerally accompanied by intl imma 
tory lesion.s, such m erosion or ulceralion. cviileutly 
of old origin, and long antecedent to the time of 
labor. Nature prepares the cervix during tli. l i-it 
months of preguaacy for parturition bjr change of 
its structure. In the case of the diseased cervix, 
however, \vhi( h is hypcrtrophied, or indurated by 
chronic ioflamptatory action, the normal soflcniji^ 
does not take place and consequently the norma] 
dilatatton is impeded. Laoeratioo is usually the re- 
nult in such case«. The condition of the part.s a.H it 
existed before gestation ha« become agginvated by 
til" '-)crea$ed fuDctional activity peculiar to tha 
period. In a reasonable time after delivery, the 
woman hua failed to recover her health, has Icucor- 
rha», etc., and an examioaUon reveals the lacera- 
tion, rtnd on U Is laid the blame. It to the pert hoc 
propter hoc over again. 

Ifthts^lewof the pathology of these laoerations 
be conceded, the menns for their relief will not con 
si«t in the plastic operutioa. but rather io medicinal 
measures , measures to relieve the condition to the 
existfiue <if which the lac eration was primarilj' due 
and in tlic perBistcnce of which rests the cause of 
the manifold symptoms. The measures are consti- 
tutional and local, the constitutional being rest, 
hygiene and general medicinal agencies; the local, 
auch agencies as arc resorted to for the relief of »lm 
liar pal liological conditions obtainineelscwliere, viz., 
emollients, local depletion, astringents, iodine, etc. 
Such treatment is proper conservatism and should 
at least be given an honest trial before gratifying 
the passion for usintr the knife. 

We are in receipt of a reprint of a paiier on a 
"Contribution to Surgical Oynaecoiogy," read by 
Dr E W. .Trnlcs. of Chicago, before the meet- 
ing of the Illinois State Medical Society, in which 
the author discusses in bto usual lucid style ques- 
tions which have for some time heen prominent in 
the gyneecolotcical world : laceration of the cervix, 
cicatrices of tlie vagina and perinvum ovariotomy, 
I'.irrn'.s <>])rTatinn and BatteyV (iperatir.n. While 
this whole pamphlet will richly repay ptrujiul, we 
have space only to 'luote fmm the part treating of 
laceration of thecervix, as indicatinK tlie more recent 
views of advanced members of the profeasioii re- 
gaiding the operation for ite relief: 



CAL AGE. 

"We are warranted by the past experience of 

many, in the statement that it i- i>ne of the gr^test 
advatiees in m<Miern gyneeoIr>gy. At the same time 
it is an operation which, to the writer, seems liable 
to many and great abuses. It is .>-tieh un easy »olU' 
tion of the trouble where fli- n is suffering from 
many derangements of the gan<,'lionic system, to 
attribute every disc omfort of laceration, if there is 
found by phys'ical examination of th'* eervix ntrri 
thnl it hrtij been torn. .Now, many such patients are 
at once advised to have an operation, aud yet many 
w!in are su<ees-<fully operatf 1 UjMsti are no Ik tri r 
than prior lo the aurgical procedure. i uUer such 
circumstances the operation is brought into disrepute, 
and fuith in its utility weakened or destroyed. In 
what class of lacerations will the best result^ follow 
restoration? Unless the surgeon is able to answer 
liiw iju< -'i 111, or 11 1?, some fixed belief on the sub- 
ject, he will often meet with disappointment. The 
mere fact that, associated with certain .symplom«« 
and sufferings, there is also a laceration of the cer- 
vix uteri of greater or less extent, drn-s not caus« it 
to foUow in every instance that an operation will 
end the symptoms and sufTerings. The gynecolo- 
gist wh<) ha" IkvI mtirh expi-rience with this opera- 
tion can look back upon many disapiKiinting cases. 
Here, as elsewhere, experience proves a valuable 

trai lu r. Til*' w l ifer's experience has tauirht h:m 
that the most satisfactory results follow the opera- 
tion io those eases where there is the most cicatricial 
tissue, with more or less connectivi tissue growth, 
the neck being enlarged and cystic degeneration or 
nal)othian glands notably developed. Those in- 
stances where there have been lacerations, leaving 
but few or no cicatrices, no ectropion, no particular 
enlargement of the organ, and no nabothian bodies 
visible, do not particularly demand an operation, 
and art- usually the disappointing ones. On the 
other hand, w here there exists au hyperplasia ol iiuy 
part of the uterua, there is no thfvapeutic agent or 
mmle of treatment to hv compared in g<iod resnl's 
to the operation under consideration. In many 
cases of this character by cutting away a smtdl V. 

pimped ptffc fr^ini cither one nf the nterinc lips, 
and securing union by the first intention with the 
aid of sutures, often proves, by causing a process of 
III voTuiion, one of the most < fflcarious reniedirs in 
uterine hyperplasia, although there has been uo 
laceration. 

It may be given as a general rule that even where 
there is laceration, an operation is not nHjuired if 
there is no eversion. On the other hand, it may be 
said with eipuil emphasis, that an eversion cannot 
be cured \>\ any kind of topical applicalinn. 

It should uul Im- fori^otten that there is, iu connec- 
tion with the operation of tbrachelorrhaphy ID im- 
portant prni)liylactic mea-surc, namely, (lie preven- 
tion of cpitlielioma. There is every reaj^on for be- 
lieving that if the cervix is lorn, and there is ever- 
sion in consequence, the constant irrilntinn of the 
raw everted 1i|m» may be Ute starting point of a cancer, 
mth this beli^i although In violatkm of the general 
rule above »tftted« we may be.warranted in opeimUag 
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for a laoenited cervix, where there Is no marked | 

crer-irm nr no <'()ustjtulional symptoms, if we have 
rcasou for btlieviug that such a paAent has an 
hereditary tondtncv to cancer." 



SsottT Wrioht QriNTTO PiLta,— The Medical 

News, of I'liilHfUlpbia, ha* thrown a J)omb into the 
raokii of the uiuuufacturinir phHrtnarlsls hy the pub- 
lication of An iiniilysis of two-grain ^uininr' pills, uh 
selected from |>:tckn<;es put up by seven of the lead- 
ins manufiu tiirors in lliis country. We !ih«ll not 
ulltmpl to follow the Xews" • eonuniHsioner" Uirouijh 
the detail! of hia analysis, c ontciuingo Twelves witli 
a referoTirr d- nif mnehisinn to whieli such analysis^ 
Ixm led him, viz., liiat out uf the acvuu phartuaciiiltt, 
there ia bat one whose pills contain the amount of 
quinine which they are represented tn < intaiu on 
the label, ihc Ucticitsufy varyiug from a to 20 per 
cent. Such a statement is manifestly calculated to 
excite rrmviilcrable surprise, t i ^ay tlir 1« if^t. Ilud 
^verul, or a majority of the firms whose goodd were 
tested and whose reputation for honesty and com- 
petency has up till DOW been unquestioned, been 
found to conform quite nearly to the standard, the 
analysis as glren would have been reoeiTed with 
less suspicion, for without necessarily ImpUtllkg dis- 
honesty to the re&t it would have been easy to sup- 
pose that in the proceas of nianufacture a cvriaiu 
peroeotage of waste miuiit h ivcoccurred. Itwmild, 
however, be an al tisf ui charity to attempt to eover 
Hix out of seven, au(i a twenty per cent, deflcienc}', 
with tida cloak. One is consequently forced to one 
of two conclusions: either our manufacturiiiir I'har- 
macisls have been Knilty of syslemalic deception 
and spoliation, or there has been a mistake in the 
;iiiuly<i<. In decidini; lu iween Ihest two horns of 
tlie dilemma, it will be uccu^ry to. go back uf the 
fiice of the returns. On the part of the accused, we 
have lonj? years of reputation for upriirhluess and 
competency in manufacture. S»uch reputation is 
always entitled to weight. Wo have, moreover, a 
confidence iti ili< in hy i !u?ir jiatrons, a eontidencc 
whieh ia a |tlant of very .slow growth and to deliber 
ately do aught to impair which would )h> direct sui 
ddc to all business interests and jeopjirdy to large 
anKHiJits of capital invested. We have thus not 
only a reputation for honesty, but the slroni;est of 
all human motives (self-interest) to mainlain that 
reputation untarnished. Without l»>'iki:iLr f r fur 
ther evidence on the part of the defence, the testi- 
mony broufrht to offi$et It must be strong and unim- 
P' u !i;i1pI< . No mere charjre on the part of a journal, 
no matter what the slandiug uf that journal, will 
bo aofflcient to vitiate the ciidm which such manu- 
facturers in;il.r on the labels of thr ir ^-oods. Does 
tlie testimony nn offered by ttie Medical 2tuws come 
up to the required standard? In our opinion it cer- 
tainly does not. In the Ilrsl place the analysis has 
not the weight of the signature of any chemist 
whose came is a guarantee not only of thorough 
faoneaty, but of indlspntable < ijnijxlerH y. Ii lK.>ar9 
no signature whatever, and the eoUorgemeut of even 



our esteemed contemporary is not sulBcient tu satis- 
fy a judicial or an unprejudiced mind that itv "n.m- 
uiissioner" ptme^ises the requibiles referred to. 
The News has not only omitted the name of the 
analyst, bnt haa we an advised, refused to reveal 
it even under L'reat pre-fure li« statements are 
therefore notiiiitg uioic Uiun li> .u»ay tefcliuiouy. and 
liS such are, in law and in equity, entitled to no 
consideration. Wliy it -lio dd refuse to reveal the 
name of its "commissioner" under the circum- 
stances, it is <Ufflcult to. conjecture. The presump- 
tion is that it.s (Miir-e' is (lirtn'cl by the annly-t liiin 
self, who is not suflicicutly contldeutof his conclu- 
sions to risk his reputation on their correctness. 

It v i iires but a superticial knowlf dtn of annlytir 
al chcmutry to convince one of the ditliculty which 
must be experienced in separating the pure anhy- 
drous salt from its combination with the e.vcipient 
in the sugar- or gelatine-coated pilL It is, more- 
over, a noteworthy fact that in the analysis given 
by the Medical News, the "pill" which was foitnd- 
to contain the full complement of quinine, was not 
a pill at all, but what is known an a "Compressed 
Tablet" — a form, by the way, of which we liave no 
ivii>;:niti(>ii litlicr in woik^ on jihnminey or in 
the L . .S. i'haruiaco|Keia — a prep&raliou intimately 
associated with nostrums protected by copyright or 
pafr nf, and as such th<' Medicnl N'ews as it is a rep- 
resentative of regular medicine and govern^ by the 
reoognixed code of ethics compromises itself by no- 
ticing it. The "( 'rtrnpressi d Tnblof" an iincoated 
mai»s, and as such would pre»eot none of the diUlcuU 
ties to our analyst ¥rhieh would face him in the 
case of the sugar and l:ttliu ri I it( (I pills. Is there 
not something quite suggestive in this fact 1 

Since the analjrsis of the Medical News was pub- 
lished, we have received a number of sworn state- 
ments from several chemists to the elT(H-t that their 
examinations of certain of the pills pronounced de- 
ficient had ^hown them to contain the full comple- 
ment of quinine as atlverlised. S»jch alUdavits are 
of themselves, and without any reference to the 
circumstantial evidence In the ease, it seettS to ns, 
sutJlcient to ctist no little doiihi • ii tlip correctness 
of the analysis which has thrown an unputation on 
the character of the leading; manufacturing chem' 
ists of this country. 



Titi A I •tt NT OK TArtvwouM. — Dr. Squibb is more 
familiar to the profesuiuu uf this country as a phar 
maceutist than as a therapeutist. He, however, in 
a recci.i (i iin>ber of his Kpheineris gives the result 
uf a personal experieuce in the duloching of the 
head of a tapeworm. lie had observed when he 
served as demoiislnitor of anatomy, many years ago, 
that there was great variation a:i to the location of 
the head. Sometimes it would hv found attached 
up near the duodenum, and at other times dow n 
uear the ileo-caical valve, while not unfrequentiy its 
hold was in a Httlo pouch mr under a fold of mucous 
nu ni 111 line. He ob.served, however, that whatever 
the seat of attachment the head was i|nhedded in a 
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nidus of lirui jc-ily-like substance, like inspissated 
mucus. It ts tWs latttT circumstance which, 
'iou'itli prcvrnt'5 such contact of the parasiticide 
■M to poison tlic worui sufUcieutly to uuikc it let go 
its hold, and the line of treatmeitt whieli he subw- 
((Ucntly fouuil (juitc cff«'rtiv,' in the case of others 
tiud espeuial reference to llm circuuusLaDct;: 

After s light dinner, near the middle «f Che day, 
\itf pationt.s Hhould takr no foo«l. but m iy drink 
freely of water. At bed-time a saline aperient 
should be taken tn effective dose, and there 'i» 
nothing better than one or two Seidlits powders. 
This aperient should be saline, because these cause 
H copious cilaHion of serous liquid from tho whole 
mucous membrane of the canal, and this effusion 
takiii!? place from the surface wlicre the heati of the 
worm lies protected by the dense mucus, detaches 
the mueua and wadm it away, leaving the head 
IriTt- f r rnntRfi with the piiriisiticido, when other- 
wise it would pass orer it without direct contact, 
and therefore, without effect. 

Whether this aperient ut Ix il time ofKTfites at 
night or not. it should be repeated on the follow- 
ing noming, the patient etill ahetaining from food. 
After the second sulinc hits ojMfrated freely, or say at 
about ten o'clock, the medicine ahouki lie given. 

Fomrouikoee of pumpkin aeeda are well beattm in 
a mortar, half an ounce at a time, a few drops of 
water being added from time to time until they are 
made into a paste. The sheila need not be rejected, 
as tbey are rather useful than burtiul. Water is 
then gradually added to the paste with trituration, 
until a tolerably uniform emulsion is made measur- 
ing about a pint. This may \h' flavored, if desired, 
irid icfil, :iti<l i-; trt Ik.' given in fiitir ilr>«c'! at iiiler- 
vab of about two hours, In-ginnujg at about ten 
r»'clock. During this time the patient ahonld lie 
({uietly in bed and Bvr.id crin«rs of nausea and 
vomiting, and should correct these if they occur by 
a little ice being taken into the mouth and stomach. 
The stoniat h in necrl of foo'l will often digest tlie 
ririit dom, but a tendency to nausea will prevent tbe 
digestion of the other, and tlie titird la often difllcult 
in take without voniiling. I?y criri ful n>;tnagcmcnt 
and quiet tbe inverted peristaltic action may be gen- 
erally avoided. Bat when it occurs eariy and la 
poraistent tbe treatment is likely to fail, because the 
Inverted action of the bowel prevents the emulsion 
1 rum getting far enough down to come in contact 
with the iMBd of tlie worm. Commonly, however, 
•he ppri'taltic actton will not bp rfvor>?f*d rinrl at 
about the time of the thiril dose or a little later there 
win be an alvine evacuation. But within an hour 
after the Inst do-e. n half fluid ounce of castor oil 
should be given iu a iiule ale or porter. Tbe 
evBcaatlona should be received in a vessel partly 

1jiI«-(1 with wairr tli;il tin- worm can In- i-a-ily ex 
amiucd from end to cod of each portion without 
breaking, and when the part is readied where the 
links grow smaller irreat care should Ik* taken lo find 
tiie head, for unless this be found the success of ibe 
treatment ia by no meaiM anured. And if the head 
be not fotmd. detached llnka may be expected in the 



stools within two or three mouths, and the treat- 
ment will need to be repeated with laiiger pnlimi- 
nary fasting and greater care. 

In a second trial, or when persistent vomiting h;is 
interfered with the first to inviUidate it, tbeoleoresin 
of male fern may be substituted for (he pumpkin 
iKied. This ia more ea>ily taken than the large ilose*? 
of tbe enul^ou. and is not so easily digestefi by the 

. etomnrh, nnr lia^ilc to pr«Kiuce nausen ami from 
being an oleoresin, and therefore less solulile in the 
liquids, it is more likely to Tcaeh tbe head of. the 

I worm in a condition j^nflir ientiy eonct ntratfl lo b« 

: a poison, but it is probably a less active pobua 
to the head Uian the pumpkin aeed. 

The oleoresin may be glv( n in < nni!sinn nimlt; 
with sugar and gum arable, or with glycogen, but ia 
perhaps better given in capsules, containing about 
taftgimiDs each. Two of these should be takea 

, every quarter of an hour until twelve capsules have 

; been taken, unless nausea occurs of sufficient 
severity to endanger their reaction. Under eodi 

' circumstances eight or ten capsules maj be ued as 

I being all that can be safely given. 

The oleoreriB hae often, eepedally in cold weather 
and when of good qtmlify, a thick prnniilar .sedi 
meat. This should be carefully stirred in before 
wetgbing, aa it ia a very important part of the 
druir 

Of cotuse tbe same careful preparation of the 
: patient is needed with thia aa with the pumpkin 
I seed.and neither of them should be expected to suc- 
ceed in olistinate cases without the careful pre- 
limiuary treatment. 

I 



BBOMO-«KKOR1tB<EJl 0« <)FPBtf8tVB MeNSES.— Tbe 

I odor of the normal catamenia cannot be said to ho 
offensive, although it may Ijc peculiar. It has been 
likened to that of muri<;old (ruhnilnhi "Jficinulijf) and 

j Virchow attributes it to fatty m ill-. Occasionally, 
however, Ihis^idor is «'Xtn nn ly ofTi ikivp tind Miat' 

, too without the cxiirtcuce of a))pre(;iable sulyectivc 

I symptoms. The means for its correction are not 
very ihomui^hly discussed in standard literature, 

; and this fact attaches all the more interest to an 

I able paper on the aubjeet by Dr. Alfred Wiltahire, 
in the Meilical Timec and On/.ett"- He holds the in- 
creased activity during menstruation, of the seba- 

: ceous glands about the vulva, as largely respoDsible 
for the odor, but recogniwis other causes. It is apt 
to be moat offensive in tbe case of negroes and red- 
haired women. Aa a cause referable to the general 
system he mentions chlorosis and allied blood con- 
ditions. He has noted the fact that in patients suf- 
fering from oZBUa tbe nasal discharge becomes 
more offensive wiQitbe approach of the catamenial 
eporh and the snme he has observed in dirpnic 
olcjrrliiea and unyeliia maligna. 

J The local causes mny be grouped as follows: 

(a) Attributable to prnliuitred n rrntion and de 

I composition of clots and other fiebri^. due either lo 
mechanical obatruction to the exit of the flow 
(stenoaia or flexion), or to defldent expulalve action 
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on the part of the uterus, often accompauicU in 
• iiiit r case by a scanty flow. (U) To the character 
of Ihc dischnrges in ccrlaiu morbid couditious and 
growths within the body of the uterua~Xor example 
in Mttbinvolution, pwiioatarly of the plaoental site— 
ufNT ahortious or conflm incii!* in p;ipt!Hm;ifrtn« 
uod other diaeaiMM uf the cudomclrium; in polypi, 
fibroids, laicomiitm epithelionutta, sad other malig- 
nunt growtli^ of the iiitf rior of tlie uterus, u'^iinlly 
wh«rti the diM.-harge is not abuodant, for if there be 
httmorrha^ enough to keep the <Mr(i» washed away, 
'lecompositioD uuiy prrri'ii?ril, extciit where 
fuetor comes oo only ou the subsidence of the flow. 
It is also an oooasioiial, though tare, sequela of 
gooorrhufa. and that it accompanies oertaio degen- 

trations of ilu- cndomflriiim, 

to Irealneul, Dr. Wiltshire has found the »^rup 
of the iodide of iron to yield the best results in 

chlorot.r 'vfMiit-n. he nftcn combines it with nux 
vomica. \a adjuvants, and haviog more direct ref- 
erence lo the odor, lie admimsten. unless otherwise 
contra-indicated, boracic acid, thesulpfm carbolates, 
saiidn, quinine and iodine, although he is free to 
adaiit tliat the results from sudi remedies are not 
strikingly good. 

It is obvlou" that wbfij there is u m<»( hnnical ob- 
t^ladii to the escape of menses the remedy consists 
in overoomiDg it by appropriate measures. Wlieii 
there are j^rounds for bclievinji the ofrrn5ivfnes»i to 
he due to releotioo of the meu^c« from defective ex- 
pnlsioD, oxytocics may be given— as quinine, cinna- 
III III, liftr.ix rru'"', viburnum, and sticli like. 
When there ia no obvious blood-impairmcut a 
sasplciou of local trouble may be justifiable, and in- 
dir ate exploration whore it is admissible. lJut this 
IS Qot always permisttibic, and should be refrained 
from whenever it can properly be av(Hded. 

As regards local measures other than operative 
pr'^crdiirf ^ '^rich as crasion, removal of nutrhid 
growths, and dilatation) injections and irrigations 
with deodorising materials are very useful. Solu- 
tions r>f burnt it acid, sulphurous nriil sra* rarboHc 
acid, iodine ^oue fluid drachm of tincture of iodine 
to five fluid ounces of water, or stronger) and such 
likf may l>e employed. Intra utcriuf 'reatment of 
any kind, whether by injections or otherwise, should 
be employed with extreme circumspection at all 
timps, and especially at the catamenial eiK)ch«. The 
intervals between the catamenia should be chosen 
for operative measures whenever tht^se are indicated. 

In virgias, in whom injeclioni^ or similar prooe- 
durfs arc iuailinis^iblf, and imk-ed in all cnscH. the 
olfeosive odor may be lo some extent concealed and 
annoyance lessened by the use of charcoal in the 
diaper. Pieces of nninud (charcoal may bi- infolded 
in the diaper, or may be placed in a muslin Uig, and 
applied in the usual manner. 

Iodoform mixed with eucalyptus oil luuy be use- 
ful in certain cases, e. in morbid growths; and 
when applied to the summit of the vagina, or near 
th< s( at of lesion, oontibfs the' trouble pretty 
eHectualiy. 



Pledgets of cotton-wool soaked in glycerine witli 
boracic acid for bOTO-glyccridv ir. h i^'hiy t-iUca- 
cious. ihcy excite a watery f! i\, li it li.r. i- a decided 
ly sweeteuiug lalUience. iutf a uicnne mcdicaliou 
is only to be undertalcen with every precaution, and 
should n cnrfi d to only in refractory Cases not 
admittiug of other means of relief. 

The caution must not be omitted, that in some 
married patients wlio are thus afflicted the acrid dis 
charges excite urethritis in the hu<<baud if inter- 
course be indulged in near the periods. Much men 
tal as ^vi il as bodily distress mtgr lie thua created, 
and uujust suspicions aroused. 

Should offensive catamenia coexist with seeondaty 
eruptions or other signs of the syphilitic cachexia, 
the cause and treatment are, of course, at once sug- 
gested. 



BnoMinB or E^ran. RBonmms.— A papar read 

before the Baltimore Academy of Medicine and pub- 
lished in the Maryland Medical Journal, by Or. 
JnUan J. Chisolm, the Moinent ophthalmologist, is 

calculateil to revive the interest which ihrt c y ear- 
ago attached to the bromide of ethyl through the re- 
{torts of Drs. Levis and Tumbull. of Philadeilphia. 
Our renk rs will recall the uninterrupted success 
which this agent enjoyed in the hands of these gen- 
tlemen, and the hopes that were engendered that the 
desideratum in anssthetics. viz., an agent as ]ilc:is- 
ant and rapid iti its cfTccts as chloroform and as free 
from danger as sulphuric ether, had at last been dis- 
covered. They will r .li too, the sudden dashiog 
of tljcse ho|H?s by t^le accident which occurred from 
its Uisc in the bauds of Dr. J. Mariou Sims and sub- 
^quent accidents which followed dose on the heeb 
of this i»iu- in the hands of other surgeons through- 
out the country. The matter was very thoroughly 
ventilated at the time, and the suspicion of impurity 
ir '!io pr-iiaiaiions emi.li lyt d ;zri'W strong. The 
new ana:slhetic had. however, received a blaclc eye 
and it was useless to argue in Its favor at that time 
and during the three years which have intervcnc<l 
its name has never once been Iward until now. But 
Dr. Chisolm had strong faith In the representations 
ot the IMiila lclphia surgeons and refused to throw 
the new drug overboard. He continued to employ 
it and it has continued to grow in his favor ever 
since, until he now prontmnces U "par excellence 
the nn;i <;thelic to be used for any painful surgical 
operation which can be qinckly performed." 
"Having fotind out how to use it." he snys, "I now 
obtain the mnst lirtlliant re?'ilts fr im it, and have 
become quite enlhusiiislic in its pruises. ' He is able 
Id every patient 'Ho produce complete Darcoeia in 
less than one minute, often in from twenty to thirty 
seconds; a deep sleep which, however, will uot last 
more than one or two minutes. ** He reports several 
ca-i^ til illustratt' his claim- f ir it sclectpd fmin 
over 400 in which has einplnycd it without unto- 
ward effects. 

The following is a synopsis of the rules by follow- 
ing which Dr. Chisolm has achieved Ills success: 
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The reeumbent posture is «Mentiftl tor the ufe ad- 

niini>iraii(>u of auy anifsthelic whether it be chloro- 
form, ether or ethyl, hence these agents are not safe 
remedies at the hands of dentii^ts who place their 
patients in a sitting i)0!<ture. Prepnratoiy to the in- 
halntioB of the bromide of ethyl, he not found 
it necessary to give whisky iis he invariably does be- 
fore giving chloroform. The only precaution lie 
takes is to loose the neck f lntliinu and have the 
patient lie down with the head ouly slightly 
elevated. 

His experirnvnl.*! luive tati^rht him that the mode 
of admiuihtering the ethyl .should diller totally from 
tliat ii«ed in giving chloroforai. 

Iti=;tr;id of -i chloroform vaptjr fredy diluted with 
atmospheric air, a eaturuied elUyl vapor must be in 
Iialed, to the ezcluiUoti of attnospheric air, iji order 
to ol)tain speedy and effectual narcosis. 

"la my early experiments witli this new agent, " 
he saya. "I was not aware of this fundamental prin- 
ciple, and hence did not obtain good results. 1 
voted bromide of ethyl a failure, becaust* T. with 
other experimenters, was too timid, or ruihcr 1 
-^liDiiia say too ignorant of its peculiaritiea, to push 
the ethyl v ;i)n)r iti tlii^ concentrated form. By my 
present method of administering it X can obtain per- 
fect ethylisation in any patient ia frofll twenty to 
sixty second:^, and bnvc vw. after conwquences of 
QAUsiea or dullness of feeling." 

The best inhaler for the giving of the lironiide of 
ethyl is a thick towel folded into the form of a .small 
cone witlk closed &\kx. Between one fold of the towel 
placed a sheet of (taper, which makes the cone 
nearly air tight. The base of the* cone must be wide 
enough to enclose both mouth and nose. The mii 
> materiat of which the inhaler is made enables the 
rim to be kept firmly in contact with the face, so as 
to exclude air from entering, .\hvays in.-itruct the 
patient how to make long inspirations, and iulorm 
him >hat he must do this, uotwilh.standlag the fact 
tliur he vill feel somewhnt 'itk-d. Also a.ssurc him 
that a v<;ry few inspirations will put him to sleep. 
It is well to make him in advance go through the 
prfK-rss of strong respiratory movenK'nt.> so that he 
will kuow exactly how to proceed. Into this towel 
cone pour about one drachm of the bromide of ethyl 
and immediately invert it over the nose and mouth of 
the patient, holding its edge do'vi; tirmly over the 
face. There IS no fe^ir of creati;ji^ a pliyxia, as all 
air cannot be excluded, and the height of the cone 
makes a considerable air chamber into whicli the 
patient breathe*. 

Children struggle to escape from the apparatus. The 
cone, however, musl not be removed from the f;ice 
for an iostaot uatil aua^theaia i» produced. At tirst 
some will not breathe the vapor, but there is no fear 
that they will not catch their breath in time. Should 
children cry, it only iusiir« >. imipiratoiy elIorit>, 
which the more surely and >itit< kiy will bring about 
the introduction of the vapor into the lung;*. .\s a 
ifule. a dozen full inspirations are all that are needed 
to produce deep narcosit. 

Usually the patifula awake suddenly in two or 



f tliree minutes, often not so long, and as completely 
as they would do from ordinary sleep. They are 
able to g< t down from the oj.eratiug table without 
assistance uud walk otl without slaggeriog, and with 
brain clear to answer CMTectly any question; in fact, 
quill themselves. 

) Dr. Qhisolm says it took him some time to acquire 
] such confidence in the safi^-ty of the remedy, as to 
apply it in the concentrated form needful to obtain 
\ its fuilesl benefits. To the uninitiated it look> like 
cruel work to keep the cone of a sulunited elhyliaud 
vapor over the face of a struggling patient, but in 
1 no other way can (piiek, eom|<!i fr .irnl saff Jin- 
' icsUiciiia be obl iincd by it. Fortunately the strug- 
gling is very soon over, and sweet sleep speedily en* 
sues. 

In view of such confident statemeuts from one so 
well qualified to 8p<»k it might be well to again give 
the new ann^stlictic a trial, restricting Its employ- 
ment to operations of short dumtmn Tlip expf-ri- 
ence of three years ago will, of course, admonish 
the surgeon of the necessity of employing Dooo but 

I the chemically pure drug. 

! 



TiTK Ladiu' Doctor.— This term Is bcA em- 

l>'oy( d fi .synonym for " gyntecologist " or 

, •• male midwife, or even for the abortioni&t, 
but has reference to another sort of specialist 
of (juite modern origin, a product, as it were. 
I of our more testhetic age. Ue may be found 
I in many communities but finds his most congenial 
field in tlie ( ifli^. (he country or smaller places not 
I furaiidiiug exactly the conditions for bis fullest de* 
velopment. His s|>ecialty is rather in the line of the 
: psychical than the physical part of the female, and 
he lives and thrives on the proverbial weaknesses 
(mental, not bodl!y) of the weaker sex — weaker in 
one seu.sL', but in her ability to make or onmabe the 

docl(»r, .ill ]>.iwcrful. 
A writer m the London World has been making 

J the ladies' doctor an object of special study. 'B» 
describe.-^ him llu- :ltuit.he^'isof such men as Aslley 

I Cooper and Aberiiethy, men whom the profes»ioa 

I have boon wont to regard as ideals, but whom the 
writer rtfc-rred to •'slimates would not succeed in 
tliebe days — "surgeons," he sayt>, "of weight and 

i even wit, but their bnuqwerie made them more the 
terror of llic darlings of lie. drawing room, and men 

, of their type wen- no more welcome in their non- 
profefi!iional caT>acity than are the plumbers after 
(iity havi- siildered a 1< aky pipt " He goes on to 

' give the qualificatiouK of the modern ladies' d.H;tor 
—a person who is calk-d upon lo take charge of 
weak nerves, feebk* livers and the ailments inci- 
dental to modern artilicial life. The typical ladies' 
doctor must have that ■•^omethiug which 

1 schools cannot Imparl, and the possession 
of which ami idi i! honesty are incompatible. He 

I may be well educated, and it is better that he should 

I be, bttl.he must not be ruled by bis medical knowU 
edge, for if he is too scieotiflc, he will be set down 
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a-s a bore, and a greater calamity Uuw thi» could not 

be visited on the modern lady. 
Ho has very largely taken the place of the curate in 

the drawint!^ ronm. nnd a^- lie iiicrensns. tnc latter de- 
creases, and the day when he ruled its leas iatellec- 
tiial eoraen is rapidly waning. 

He must know ilie ways and the weiiknesses of 
his clicQts, aiid not dream of playing the part of 
their moral instead of their medical mentor Hence 
hf f iiniliiir \\\'.\\ nil rhc tnpics of the day. and yd 

not proiioumed on any oue of them, for he ia too 
wise to olfend the patients by whom he thrives. He 
may know ihe winnt-r of the Derby, but he must 
not be «een at Ascot and Epsom, and, though his 
coachman may drive the best of htood, it would 
niin him were it reported that he had been ^<x-ti be- 
hind a four-iu hanil. He ma}* write medical works 
— the more the better— but society is skeptical re 
gardini; omniseiencc. Sir Charles li.;irs popularity 
fell olT after he published \\\- 'nick on the baud. 
Vet art, being only an elvguul ait-usemei.t. may be 
pursued. .Sir Henry Thompson colleeits china and 
piclurL'S, and Afi Sr\ mour Ilaydt ii rtfbes. while a 
good many dot iuis jianien, ais did hir William Law- 
rence, without finding their practice suffer. The 
ladies' doctor mu--l imt be an n11ii i>^t— ■^nricty Ini'^ 

not come to that yet, and women wlio arc nervous 
are always pious— but unless he cultivates a dissent- 

inj? c<jnnectlon. e.\perif'nri' prnvra tint it i<< safest 
for him to keep to a strictly orthodox course, neither 
too Broad Chureh, nor yet with a suspicion of in- 
cense aud the l a^tu iird po.-ition. I-'or l;ulii - wiili a 
ta^te for ritualism instinctively lean on the curate, 
and between him and his supplanter there can never 
be anything in common. 



M ALAUiA IN CiiiuiREN-. — The symptoms of 
malarial polsouiog in children are very mat^ked, and, 
indeed malarial affections as they relate to children 
have received but little attention, comparatively. 
The most positive kuowletlge we have on the sub- 
ject is of a negative chanicter: We know thai the 
child does n<>: ^h ik * in the cold stage of feverand 
ague. Dr. l^tmnet llolt reported at u recent 
meeting of llie New York County Medical Society 
an analysis of one hundred and eighty-four cases of 
ni ilarial in children us presenting at ilie Northwest 
eru Dispensary of New York city, the uualyftes having 
espwsial reference to sj'mptomatology. He found 
that in ilifupl cases liien' is frequently vomitinir. 
droA'siueSij, prustrniion, fever, severe pain iu the 
epi^tastrlum. etc.. and on examination there will be 
found ent 1 1 iii -nt oT tlie spleen and often tenrler- 
ness over the hepatic region. In cases commencing 
lesN abruptly there is usually headache, generally 
fronta], raa«culnr weakness, anorexia, conslin iti' ms 
ordiarrhoen, pallor of the face, a dark line under the 
eywi, nausea with occasional vomitin^r tongue heav- 
ily furred, epigastric pain, and tlie patient hot and 
chilly by spells. IVriodirity is not the reliable 
guide that it is in aduUs. In nearly all the canes 
okservcd this age was under elicht years. Fever was 



one of the most im)>orlaDt and constant si'mptoms. 
It varied as in the adult and ranged itself under one 
I of three heads: first, the temperature might be 
quite high at the onset and remuiu 8f» for twenty- 
I four, forty-eight or seveuty-two hours, ihcu assum- 
ing a remittent type; second, the rise might ui iir.>i 
be slight, gradually increasing in inten.*ity, showing 
I le«s iM.>riodicily and lloally Wcumiug continuous but 
I not exceeding 103 ; third, the fever might be dis- 
tinctly iuiermiitcni or reniitt. Ill from Mif beginning. 
I The usual range of temperature is between lOi aud 
! 108*. it very seldom reaching 100% and ncver.fin Dr. 

.Holt's opinitin) rea< hing those excessive d( :,ic».s 
1 which it is the general impression that it sometimes 
I attains. Sweating oceuned in twenty five per cent, 
of the casi-s, and WaS more constant than the o ld 
siage. Convulsions occvirrcd in four cases and re- 
curred in two, all terminating favorably. Pain In 
j the epigastrium w.is present in the majorit}' of the 
cases, less fn'tpH'ntly in th*' splenic and hepatic 
> regions, in many cases vomiting occurred ai the 
I onset. In six <;asfts there was incontinence of urine, 
in six painful inicturition. an<l In a less number rc- 
teutiuu. No siuglc symptom can be relied on iu 
children, the most important one, however. iMsing 
i nlar<r< ment of the spleen. The disease with which 
malaria is most apt to be confounded, iu childrun, 
is typhoid fever. The temperature affords the only 
guide to dlfFt'K'iitial ili iL'iii^i'-. AVhi ii tliis is normal 
in the morning, after the third day, the affection is 
not typhoid. 

In the discussion folI»>wing the report, and par- 
ticipated in by Drs. J. Lewu Smith, John C. Peters 
aud others, the correctness of the analysis was sup- 
' ported by the conformity of the results with ihosc 
\ ol>served by the speakers. Dr. Smith was of tho 
opinion that if the .symptoms run on iu spite of the 
free use of quinine they indicate typhoid rather 
than malaria. Dr. P. t>'rs had seen cases of remit- 
tent fever iu children and clearly traceable to eewer 
gas, in which there was distinct Intermitteocy. 

I Tetanus — Its I'uoiivni.i; ('ai sk.— Dr. Chettan< 

tais. Surgeon to Hotel Dieu, late! v ib livi r. d a very 
^ instructive lecture on tetauus, a rept^ri of which ap- 
I pears in The Gazotte Medicate De XantcJt. 

He has had e.\ten>ive e\|icriencc and bis views arc' 
t entitled to great rcsi>ect. .\ young man susUuued a 
' severe injury to the third, fourth and fifth toes and 

metal arsiil l)one>. Tin iri'iri-d membeis were am - 
1 putated and the wound carefully closed by flaps 
I from the plantar regi.)n as mon as sound tissue 

could be obtained, after three or four d ;\ s. 
\ A low per cent, carbolic acid solution was used 
1 as a dresslaf and all did well until the eighth day, 

when Ihe patient complained of stiffness of the jaws 
] and riiridity of the muscles of the neck and a pain- 
: ful state of the wound. Tetanus developed. 
I Deep sutures had been intrnduced to approximate 

the tlaps They were now renT^vr 1 and the wound 
j left open. Hydrate of chlorai in large doses was 
' given; 90 grdns were given in two days, when the 
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stiffaen of the jaw*, timue«, and the rigidity of the | 

niuMes of the nerk ihntf d. The next day he com | 
plained of id the abdomen and the HlHlominal 
miuekfl were in a state of tonic contraction, provoking 
froqucnt <le«irp fn defecate. ni (li. dorsjd muscleg 
gcuerally wens attacked and bti presented the typical 
opiathotonos of tetannt. Morphine was introduced 
liypodcrmically and chlora! w.i> ( ontinued at the ( 
rate of ISO grs. a day for nine days, whm r« inisvionH 
In the opisthotonoe occurred and the abdomen be 
came less paiuful and tlie patient walked about the j 
ward. Chloral wa« discontinued but the symj torns 
immediately recurred. Chloral wa« again adminis \ 
lered in doses of 386 gn. a day. and the symptoms | 
permanently disappcareii. 

Trismus is the earliest and most important pre- 
eursor of tetanus. Woroenwho have niffered slight 
injuries will omilinixly relate to the m efl iftal attend- i 
ant that their only inconvenience is an uneomfort ' 
able atiffnate of the jaws, and soon develop without I 
previous ])ain or untoward ciiaage in theap|>ear* | 
auce of the injur}', teUnus. 

Of the causes of the disease, tritliog exposures to i 
cold drafts of air soetiis tc. be important: In all of the 
caees observed by Dr. Chenantais, carele ssness or , 
thoughtlessness in this regard was noticed. The 
young man whose ease ia related above opened a ! 
window near n bed to relieve oppr.'ssive heal, ex- 
perienced slight chilliness, followed by incipient 
trismus and gradual development of more alurmiag 
opisthotonos. 

A robust offloer wounded in the arm by a pisfol 
ball in a duel, whose wound was discharging freely 
and in a healthy manner, sat Ijefore his window to ^ 
enjoy a breath of fresh air. Wlii!. thus 0( rupicd. 
he noticed the first indications of trismu.«». No uu- i 
favorable changes followed tn the wound but alarm- 
ing tetanic coutracti<nia appeared, and h« died of 
typical kilanus. 

A miller at. 26 years, enjoying robust health, from I 
some slight acr idcnt abraded his finger. The wound 
was slight, but during its cicatrizaiion after a day's 
wtnk be exposed it to draft of air and tetanus super- 
▼Mied. 



CoMruLsoRT Notification.— As noted ( Ist whtre, 
the Recorder of this city has declared the ordinance i 
under which physicians are oompelled to report 
cases of dcatli as unwarranted by the cify charter. 
The Board of iicaitti have, in consequcuce of tliis 
ruling, made a reoommendation to the committee on 
rfvision of the cify charter to amend if ho as to au- 
ihorijie the Council to include in the ordinance gov- 
erahif the Board of Health the right to compel phy 
siciaiib to file death cerlifleates. We have no criti- j 
cism to offer on the end aimed at in such ordinance, 
▼ia., correct vital statistics; the necessity of such is 
indisputable. We cannot, however, withhold an , 
expression of opinion on the method thmugh which ; 
this end is sought to be attained. As u citizen, the i 
phyddan is amenable to the general laws, but neither ' 
in Justice nor in equity ahouid iie be discriminated ' 



against When at previous sessions of our State 
LegiRlaturc we have sought to have enactments made 

regulating the practice of medicine the secnlnr press 
raised the cry of "class les^ijdalion," ami thi:< sliib- 
boleth has secured the defeat of every ciTort thus far 
made to secure such legislation as w<.ul(i at itie same 
time place a premium on the competency ol the 
practitioner and be for the public -good. We should, 
we takr i!. hi- iu-tlfied in "executintr tlie villiiiny 
thus taught us, in the premises. If "class legisJa 
tion" has heretofore been a thing so mudi to be 
lii'precatcd, it cannot ho loss m now, anrl if it has 
i»en wrong to legislate for iihysicians, it can be uo 
less wrong to l««islate against them. As long as 
our law -makers make no (Ii.stinL(ion in the physi- 
cian's favor (even though the public should be most 
beneAtted by such distinction), ihey cannot consist- 
ently impose on liitn burdens without remuneration. 

Apro|)os of the question as it presents itself in 
this city at thui time, we copy the following from a 
recent numbir of the Medical Press and Circular 
(English): "While wo heartily approve of the »»- 
Untion of notillcaliou legislation, we, with equal 
vehemence, condemn the metfuMl lieretofore em- 
ployed fnr cArrying that intentitm into effect, and 
we do protest against the appartut delcrminalif»n of 
sanitarians to perpetuate and extend that method. 
We assert, in fact, notwithstanditiir all tiiat, ( ivic 
sanitarians may say, that the methods heretofore 
employed are tyrannical in principle and ineffectual 
in pTnctici-— that ti^cy \r.\\v failed in Their purpose 
and will tail all the more, the more coercive in char- 
iu'ter they are made; and that if a law to compel 
•ir.tifir itinn be indir^pen.sable — the duty should tie 
imposed upon the householder or the custodian of 
the patient, and oertunly not on the physician. It 
is against tlie nieaiis proposed to he adopted that we 
arc contending, aud if a wise and practical le scheme 
for notification of infective di sease be ]>i upounded, 
we shall be found amongst its most enthusiastic 
supporters." 



Sore Thkoats .\nd DifUTiiBiuA — .\ copy of 
the set of rules promulgated by the Philadelphia 
Board of Health for the gufdmice of the people 
during the endemic of diphtheria which is n^w 
prevalent in that city, has been received. Several 
rules in thb set have especially attracted our atten- 
tion. " When a child or young person lias a sore 
throat, a bad odor to its breath, and especially if it 
has fever, it should immediately be eqmrated and 
kept secluded from all other persons, except neces- 
sary atteuUaats, until it he ascertained or not if it 
has diphtheria or some other communicable dhiease." 
" It is particularly important that petttOUs whose 
throats are tender or sore from any cause should 
avoid possible exposure to the contagion of diph 
theria. Children und^r ten years of sge are iumuch 
greater danger of taking the disease, and after they 
do lake it. of dying from it than are grown persons. 
But adults are not exempt, and mild cases in tbem 
may cause whole series of fatal ikttacks among chi)> 
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ilren." " Jieware of auy person who has a sore 
throat; not kiss such a person or take bis or her 

hn ath; dr» not drink from tlic same rup, blow the 
sume whistle, nor put his i>cncil or pen into >'our 
moutlL." 

•These nilrs =^houM not be conllnetl in their (listri 
butiou to the laity, for we liave reason to fear that 
a disregard for tlwm on the part of the pTofewion 
lias favored tin- ipn M'l nf diphtheri:i. For a con- 
siderable time after the ouaet ot the present preva- 
leoee of the disease in this city, ita existence was 
warmly denied by many pnirtitionera. These 
same gentlemen were, however, very free to admit 
that thej had seen maoj c iises of 8ore tliroat with 
" foUioolar tonsillitis." Etui rtiiining such views h 
to the nature of the eora throat tht y ridiculed tlte 
report of a physician before a local medical society, 
that he had treated over fifty cases of diphtheria 
during: the montit immediately preceding. We 
know, too, of individual cases in which there 
Is reason to suspect that fatal diphtheria was 
directly communicated by children having " a 
simple sore throat." A case of " follicular ton- 
ailBtis" occurring at a time whett diphtheria is 
known to be al>out, and when all doubt as tu the 
correctness of the diagnosia has been removed by 
tlw fact of the occurrence of fatal eases, should for 
practical purpoaeebe regarded as a case of diph- 
theria. Such coses are much more likely to be mild 
cases of diphthcrin, capable of set vutg us foci for 
the spread of t lie fatal form, than they arc to lie 
caot"* of "simple follicular tonsillitis. ' It is not a 

time for quibbling on hair splitting points, and the 
public should have the unrestricted benefit of the 
doubt. 



Pbtsioiaks' Rbports ok Dkatuk— In the case of 

the practitioner of this citj' who was prosecuted by 
the Health Otllccr for refusal lo report particulars 
in a case of death, the Court acquitted the defendant 
on thf ground-* tint the urdininre does not empower 
the Board of Ucalth to impoi>e auy such obligation. 
It is. moreover, tlie opinion of competent lawyers 
that any law ciuk ttd with a view to compel physi- 
ciana to report their cases to the Health authorities 
must be unconstitutional. It is a principle in law 
that the laborer ic mnrtby of his hire, and, more- 
over, that the lalwrer need not labor unless he so 
elects. Without any reference to the legal bearings 
of the case, it seems to us that this principle is rooted 
in justice. A physician's time is his capital, and 
as such it is his to give or barter only as he may him- 
self decide; he eannot lie deprived of it, either for 
or without compensation; against his will. 

It is important, as far as this community is con- 
oemed, that our Health authorities did not avail 
themselves of competent legal advirc rm this matter 
before assuming the power to coerce physicians. 
9ttdt advice would, perhaps, luve resulted in an 
effort to secure professional co/iju-ration by different 
means than those resorted. We know that as a 
daaa physicians are ever ready to ooa^bute their 
ser^ccs to the pubKe goed. but it is but natural that 



when an Imperative demand is made on them whidt 

I is sous^ht to be enforced through a ^^y.^tcnl of ( om- 
' pulsion their human nature is opt to crop out 
through their professional veneering. The effective 
health otUcer must have a regard to the cxigeucits 
of t!i.' busy prHctit'f'iicr"- life iiiid in the iutcresU 
not only of peace and iiarmuuy, but of public 
I health, he must l)ear and forbear. 

We sinct rrlv trust that allh<,n^li the Court ha.» 
vindicated the physiciau s right to his services, the 
opportunity will not be embraced of avoiding the 
slight inc«iiiVLiii( nee involved in r» j" vmv caae-i. 
i The necessity of prompt and full reports ib v cry great, 
! especially In seasons like the preeent, when scarla- 
L iia and diphtheria are so prevalent, and to interpose 
the slightest possible barrier to their restriciiou 
would be a procedure veiy mndi to be dcfdoved. 



I SHOBTEKWO the RoutiU LlUAME.ST IN PKOLAF- 

Bpi-^rta ffi ly gynsecologists Imve characteriMd 
I their specialty bnth by the lK)ldnc8s of their opera- 
1 Uoos and the ingenuity of their devices. The latest 
I suggestion la, however, qutte startling in its novelty 
\ and possibilities. A Dr. William Alexander, of 
, Liverpool, has experioiented extensively on the 
I cadaver with a view to discovering some method 
I whereby be might relieve lli* so called incurable 

cases of prolapsus Uteri which abound. Aa a result 

he decided to cut down to the Inguinal ring. seiM 
I he round ligament, draw out the "slack " Miffl- 
; ciently to restore the womb, and then lix the liga- 
\ racut thus tightened in Its new situation. His 
i success thus far is reported as very encouragin-. 

an<i HuiBcjeot to justify further efforts in tids diree- 
^ tiou. 

CiiLuiiAl. llYDRATt; IN DiiMn UKK! A.— In a report 
I by the New York Medical Times of a meeting of 
the Medical Society of Northern New York. Dr 
Alien, of Lawyersville, appears as stating thai he 
has found that diphtheritic membrane is speedily 
dissolved in a solution of chloral hydrate. lie em- 
ploys it in the strength of 15 groins to the ounce, 
and applies it at intwvate of two or three home by 
means of a brush A stronger solution, say of 30 
grains to the ounce, may be employed in adult cas^. 
He says that it is seldom that the denseat ooatinie 
resists the second or third application. There is un- 
fortunately abundant opportunity for testing this 
staleiueul m this city at the present time. The ap- 
plication is certaUtly strongly antiseptic and lia.-* the 
advantage of being Innoeuous. Will some reader 
try it and report lo us tlie results? 



A New Siun op Prbonahoy.— U was laid dowu 
as a law by Graves, that In cardiac hypertrophy the 
pulse at the wrist remains constant, regardless of the 
position of the body. A writer in Archives de 
Tocologie assttmee the existence of such hyper- 
trophy Ui the pregnant female, and by applying 
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Graves' Inw claims lo be able lo diagnose pregnancy 
even in the tirst two months. Under ordinary cir- 
CumttMiees there is a variation of from ten to twenty 
pfT minute in the recumbent, sillinj^ and stand- 
ing p«>Hitions, Uutdurlug prcguaucy uo such variation 
can be fletected. The editor of the CanadiMi Prac- 
titioner has applied Ihb leat in one case and found 
j^I correct. 

NvuPHoMAXiA AXD H.v;MORiinon)s. — Dr. William 
II. Hardison reported to the late meeting of the Ar- 
kansas State Medical Society, a case which introduces 
another factor into the etin!fiL-v of nyn^phomania. 
A respectable young married woman was so atllictcd 
withMxnal desire as not only to cause great family 
uiijiappinc'---;. Snr jiNc in ru-'imlly ■.■(•rii5il:ili?f her 
reldlions i)y licr deportment. Medical treat men 
utterly failed to give relief and when the case was 
i.b iut to be over ;i> inrnr;i>i'i'. ntfcnliou was 

directed to a very seusilivc pile with which she was 
afflteted. ¥1«niT« of the anua was also detected, 
and obstinate constipation . An operation for the 
surgical affections and a correction of the consti- 
pated habit were followed by relief of the erethlsUc 
condition and the opponle extreme of sexual deaire. 



The Canadian Journal of Medical Sciences has 
changed ita aame to Canadian I'ractitiouer. The 
cliauge was a wise one. " Life is short," "Brevity 

is the soul of wit." etc.. etc 

iJr. U. D. Schmidt, president of the Pathological 
Society of New Orieans, has dealt another blow at 

the tubercle bacilli. lie declares tb;it tli. y are 
only fat crystals and not parasites, as Koch ha» led 
the world to believe. 

Oeorge H. Dictz & Co., of LoubTille, send us 

their "Physicians' Visitinj? List and Diary for 1883J." 
Its text embraces subjects important to the practi- 
tioner. A "schedule of fees" is a useful feature, 
and the "noie^" and "Important points'* will often 

prove ronvenieul. 

The liouisville Medical Xewn an old favorite^ 
comes to us at the opening of th*. year clad in a new 
dress and iiu-reased In .size to 10 patjes each week. 
We are silad (o note this evidence of prosperity, for 
it is meet, the News being worthy of the cordial 
support of the profession. May its shadow never 

grow teSs. 

The Kebruary nnml»er of the Nortii American 
Keview is to contaiu an article on "The Expr-rimeut 
of l'niver?al Siiffiaire." by l'r.*i A li xantkr Winchell; 
.1 discussion of "Tlie Hevi-iMn nf ( , ' by cler- 
gymen representing Kix evangelical denommations; 
A paper entitled "The Decay of Protestantism," by 

Bisliop M('>t!aid; and a (b-fftiro of the Standard 

Oil miiiiu]u.iy. by Senator t iinnieu. 

Dr. Whiltaker. of C'iucluuati, uUvances as au ar- 
j^iment against the pleximeter in percussion of the 
c];fst thr f;ir-i that when the hand is used the sensfi- 
tion produced on the linger by the blow is diUcrent 
when there is dullness than when there is resonance. 



I In the former c&ses the blow causes pain which is 
I not apparent when there is no dullness. By using 
! the pleximeter we deprive ounelvca of this aid. 

A western exchange has been struck with the 
L irrnrit prfvnlcnrr of nial iria hi friwns in which the 
< prohibition is enforced, in some places a constant . 
I Stream of sufferers may be seen tending to the drug 
=torr-, when* the wrinl " malaria" accompanied by h 
wink acts as an open sesame. Strange as it umy 
I seem, however, the quantlQr of quinine consumed 
, ;it sii.'h pl;u n,,t l irgo. They have discovered 

Mniitln.r aiilil>eritnlic. 

The press du^paicbes auQouoce (hat au autopsy 
on Gamfaetta reveals the immediate cause of death 

to " pepitybylite pesicolite." It resulted from a 
I woimd accidentally or otherwise (the great I-'rench. 
1 man refusing to state which) received during tho 
month of Novemltcr. Knowing secular journals 
railed at the surgeons for allowing the statesman to 
die; but A'ho ever heard of a patient's recovering 
from such a complication? 

1Bo.»stou, siesthelic Boston! is the latest seat of 
Buchananism. TIkj ■ImH. vup Medical College," 
\ recently establlahed ilure, a diploma mill, pure 
and unadulterated. And what is worse, the laws 
of the Bay slate are inefTer tual to its suppn'r sion. 
I It is regularly chartered, and those holding itj> 
I diploma stand equal, in the qwa of the htw, to the 
i graduates of Harvard. Truly, the world movcs— 
backward.s, in some instances. 

A writer in the Medical Record complains verj- 
bitterly of the fragility of the clinical thermometer, 

and holds the hanl gutta percha or wooden case 
which holds it, and in which it rattles about, re- 
sponsible for the breakages. He calls on manufac* 
turers to line the.se casea with velvet or adopt some 
other devi< i^ fi i the prevention of surli :nTi'l< iits. 
i lie has touched on a point that cerlainiy needs at- 
I tention, and we would add our voice to hla m his 
' caU. 

"Procee liiiL- "f the Southern Mi< liigan Medical 
' Association." .Meeting held al Hillsdale, Mich., 
I July, 1883. Papers by Dr. Hewitt, of Ollead, on a 
case of Bright's diseiisc, cviiiec-i careful atudy and 
i exhibits some valuable poiut3 in treatment. Drs. 
I Smart, of Hudson, and Whelan. of Hillsdale, have 
pnjier-i in the |>roceedings of great in"Mt -l to the 
I profession. We wish all our il5stri»,t medical socie- 
ties would issue a like useful pamphlet of transac- 
I tions. 

Ih* Auh iIk of Aiiitt-'Uiy tmd Hurgery announces 
tlif rinse of its third year. \Vi- rtn- mm Ii i>h-ased to 
I note that it does so undej a !iali>tacioriiy prosperous 
I condition. It is the only journal devoted to surgery 
' and to rtiiatoniy as related to surgery, published in 
the English language, and the fact that the i»up(>ort 
which it has received Is encouraging, speaka favor- 
ably for the Aiuerican profession. The is ;t 
. journal of a high order of worth; ita editors arc 
scholarly and its contributora embrace the moat 
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ndTAiiced surgeons of this country. It is empfaatiC' 

ally such a journal a.s those* making a specialty of 
surgery cannot afford to do without. 

J. B. Lippincott & Co. announce the early ap]K-ur- 

luirc of the l.'ith cilitioii nf the Tnitrt! J5tatos Dis- 
IKinsiitory, with Dr. ii. L". W wil, Joseph 1*. U«m- 
inifton and Samuel P. Sadtlrr. editors, respectively 
of tlir jiorlinii^ il( \ . .ti'd to inutfria mff!ir:i. pli:irin.H V 
and chemistry. The revisioa ha-s occupied thrci* 
years and tiie worlc is brought fully abn^t of the 
times in everything of which itti. i-- Tin' nrw 
Piiarmacopoeia in fully expouodod aud discu^isc'd, syid 
the most recent non-offlcinal medicines, as well as 
tho<=e ojit of date, are rartfully considered ni the 
fit'cond part of I he work. It is, in short, an encyclu- 
paniia of materia medicn. The names of its editors, 
as annoUDi i'tl. uro a suflleient guarantee of the 
literary mt rits .,f the work. whi« h Iho name of its 
publishers ih all tiiat h uecc!^!>ary to luisure excel- 
lence in the other essentials to a book of thb nature. 

The Xorfh A'nfro-,iH Rencii^ for Januarj', opens 
with a symposiuiu in which three of the most prom- 
inent advocates in this country of the "Itevisiou of 
Church Creeds," n unely. li«v. I)r. Newman Srnytii, 
Ilev. Ueory Ward Jieechur and Ilev. Dr. Lyuiuit 
Abbott, set forth the grounds upon which such re- 
vision is dcpmod nprcs«ary a-i a flcft^'iisc of revealed 
religion against the encroachments of skepticiism, 
and aa adjustment of the relations between faith 
and science. "Univi fsity Kdiifatioii for Wonn u," 
is discussed by Prof. W. Le Conic i^tevcua, who, 
though he zealously advocates the measure, 
commands the attention and respect of 
ilH opponents hy the eminent fairness with 
wiiich he states the adverse arguments. Prof, lauac 
L.RiO«|^v«s a "Definition of Liberty." "Amer- 
ii in Kha:!5'5h." by flilhcrt M. Tucker, is a spirited 
defense of our cis-AtlanUc faiUiion of English 
speech i^pdnst the aspersions of sundry British 
( ritics The Kov. Dr. II. W. Thomas writes an 
article that can hardly fait to strike a sympathetic 
chord in many a mind, on "The Reeponhibilltisa 
of Progressive Thinkers." Dr. Davhl writes 
Od "Bigotry in the Medical Profession,'' 
Finally, Charles T. CongdoD. under the singularly 
apt title of "Adulteration of Intelligence," exposes 
some of the grave evils to bo apprehended from the 
monopolization of telegraph lines, press associations 
.111(1 intliK ntial public journals. Published at 80 
Lafayette Place, New York. 



A 'liiKATi^i: iiv Oka;, IiKr<>i!Mn 1 kh a" a RrtANi'ii Mkcuam 
OAL ScRucHV. By NormAQ W. KiugBley, SL D. S.. O. P. 

New TMk: I>. K^tUtaa A On. 
Detroit: John llacFulMi*. 

Dr. Kingslcy has written a volume of more than 
.'lOO pages upon the management of oral deformities. 
•It is iiUeaded for the use of dentists, but is found 



to contain many valuable points for the guidance of 

j general practitioners. The chapters devoted to the 
management of fistulous openings in the hard palate 

' are very instruetlTe. One cannot read them with- 
out feeling l)etter qualified to advise his patients 
who aye sulTering such deformities. The liistory 

, of obdurators has been carefully compik<l,and Is set 

' before the reader in a manner calculated to cucour 
a^e hiin in di-vi<ing' meaiui for the conslriu lion of 
.sucli appliances. .Vuibrose I'arC appears to have 
been one of the first to constrix t :i mc-chauical ap- 
pliance for closure of the f jn iiiii^'^ li-ft by syphili>, 
in the hard palate, lie used a Uiiii plate of gold or 

\ silver applied to the roof of the mouth and held 
in position liv a sponge paf*.st;d ihr*>u^h tli* opening 
and allowed to swell by the imbiibitiou uf moi.stur« 
from the nasal cavity. Dr. Kingsley points oat how 
this apparatus gradually enlarged this fistula. Cirt nt 
have been the improvements since Pares time. Flex- 
ible apparatus for sup|ilying the velum palate when 

I it is absent .so that voice may be restored is described 
in Dr. Kingsley's worlc Several chapters are de- 
voted to the treatment of deformities of the nose 

. and fracture of the in axilhe. Ingenioumachanisma 
for restoring the sunken no«e, so often a sequel of 
tertiary syphilid, are figured in the work. Careful 
iiistruciious are given in the application of metal 
or other ligatures resorted to sw'tnftiuu > for holding 
the fragments of a broken jaw in apposition, and 
for the manufacture of vulcanite dental plates for 

' tho sanir- purpose The |irinfinir, Irtfrr-prcss and 
binding arc due examples of the art preservative. 

I 
I 

) 

• A Sybtbi or Scaoaav; Pathoukiical. I>uoac»iin, TmaA' 
PBcno AMD OrauTiTK. Qjr Snnnei D. Otoh. H, D.« LL. D , 
*D. C Ii. Ozoa., LL, D. Osntab.. Kmerltm Protesior of 

Siirtfery In tht» JefTersoo Mi-dlcal Collojfo. I lliuttrated by 
I upwanlit uf lOiX) cngravlnpi. Sl.vtli edition, Uiorougiily m* 
I vjsf.l lui't (tn«atly imiMi)'. ,m|. In t»,> rolitmet. 
I Pbiiailflphia: H<'nry C. Lea s Son A Co. 
I Detroit: Jotan WllljroiiiiB- 

It was intimated by one of the New York dailies^ 

in notl< in!r tlie rtTcption given to Dr. Gross by Dr. 
I J. Marion 8im8 last tall, that the former had with- 
! drawn from all the active duties of the profession 
which has been honored by his membership for 
half a century. Dr. Grwis promptly denied any 
such action on his part and announced It as his de- 
i termination to work whih? tlie ahllity t<i work re- 
I mained. If any further proof were required of the 
r Statement that this Nestor of medldne b still up and 
doing the work before u« furnishes it. American 
j surgery (and American surgery is in the van) owes 
I no greater debt to any man than it does to 8amuel 
I). Grii-s. Certainly in pathological surgery he 
stands without an equal in the work he has done. 
The honors thai liavc been showered on liim both 
I al home and abroad all combine to att<^t iii.^ great- 
; ness. The great monument to his professional great 
j ness is, however, the work before us. The limits of 
I our apace would prevent any adequate review of it 
even were such review deemed necessary. It re> 
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quires no introduction, f«ir in its passage thmu^h 
its fire previous cdi;Uou^ it has bocoiuc as fainiiiur 
as ft houMhold word to the profesvion of this coun- 
try. The sixlli pdiiiou is the work as it has been 
ic-vified and improved bj the aathor. which »Ute- 
ment carries with it the fact that it lacks in no par- 
ti(.ular the reqnisltps of a wrirk which shall be fuHy 
abreast of the times in every csscatial. It is isaued 
by Measrs. H. C. Lea's Son he Co., in the several 
forms of biudiug. Thi luilf Russia is TOy d«gant 
and an oraameat to any library. 



ANATomcAi, Tki ii>oi,..iiv, as Applied to the r»oni<>»tic Cat, 
By Qurt ti. Wilder, B. S.. M. D.. Profe«8.ir nf Physloloffj-. 
C<»mj»arative Anatomy and Zoolofry in Cornell University, 
and of Phy<k>k)gy in the Medical Si-hool of Maine, etc.. 
aBd8iBU»H.Oil|(a,B. a, An t e te n t rrofeasor of Plo«- 
MoRr and Laoturer «d Hlcrosooplcal Tedmolofor Ja 
OflnuU Unimattr. 
New Toric aod Obfoaso: A. ^. BaroM d; Go. 

Tliis work is intended as an introduction to human, 
veterinary and comparative anatom}'. It deals with 
Uiosc important poiut.s and teaclics them thoroughly 
and correctly; method of maaipalatlon.'fttndamental 
facts of structure aiui formntinn rind terms of ex- 
pression. It does not ( xh iusi Uic anatomy of the 
cat, but endeavorft to give iostruciion in the visceral 
anatomy of the animal ni.iiTily Tt lmvch as a reason 
for this the fact that at least (itxi hodies are annually 
dissected In Oreat Britain and Ireland: yet how flew 
;tre the ptiliH^luMl o()scrvatton<. n sp(>ctin<r the charac- 
ters, constant and variable, of any parts other than 
the bones and the muscles. "In Ibis country the 
case is still wor!*e. and we have no journal especially 
devoted to anatomy and physiology." We think 
the authors might have selected a lietter reason than 
this for the appearanoe of the work. Many states 
in America annually dissect at least fKK) bodies, and 
notwithstanding we have no journal especially de- 
voted to anatomy and physiology we have many 
medical journals which often contain good iirlii li s 
upon these subjects. The first pages of the l)ook 
are devoted to instructive remarks on termin- 
ology, diagrams and the slip Fystcm of nntr«. 
The student is told many useful things about 
the soufces and uses of aftatomical terms, a 
better way of expressing the Inratinn rind dircrtinn 
of organs than that commonly in use and the most 
advantageous way to collect and arrango notes and 
information about the organ under examination. 

Clmpfcr 1 I* dcvdfcd ti> cntimrrntiii!; the instru- 
ments and malerialis ut:cc-s&ury for prosecuting the 
dissections afterwards described. Mention is made of 
the price of the artirle: and of cats, and there is an 
intimation that the average student can usually get 
otie. Fonnidn for injection materials are numerous 
and welt Holecled. T>pv-rriptinns of method!s, brief and 
accurate, so that the student will need no other 
guide. It Is a worit oomphsie in all that it ttnder- 

takr-!, iind shouUn I in the liands of all Students 
and ambillotis practitioners of medicine. One who 
Was pMwd the CTamfnatinmi of the madteal colleges 



and desln -; In n'fir sh und increase Iii- knowledge of 
ihxt practical anatomy and physiology' of the viscera, 
the organs of circulation or of the nervous syatBrn. 
will ilii.l it jti-^t whit be wants a»i ati in'^trtjrtor. 
Material of the kind required — cats— can always be 
obtained, said the information ao«iidnMl from their 
(li<j<5pftion can l>e reailily npplied, in principle, 1<> 
human anatomy and physiology. Osteology aod 
myology are by no means negleoted ; a auffident num- 
l)er of the 500 pagC' ( unipo.sini.; tlie wr)rk iire devoted 
to them, to enkindle enthusiasm for and love of stu- 
dies of this Idnd. Tlie brain of the cat is illustrated 
by • elegant plale.'^ uml minute de.Hcriptions of the 
steps to be taken in making the dissections. The 
nervous system of amphibians is included In the 
work, although no mention is made in the title. 
The plan could not be improved, the right thing ih 
said in the right place and at the right time in every 
instance. We have long felt the need of some work 
that would serve a* a ciiide to tin anatomy of our 
domestic animab, that we luighl more frequently 
indulge in studies and inatiipulations that would 
nnike ti« more familiar with stniotitre nnd funclifn- 
of organs with which we are constantly concerned 
in the treatment of disease. Dr. Wilder and Mr. 
Gage have given ns in "AnriTnniical Technolocy" 
the thing we have been looking lor. 



Salivary Digestion. 

I.ECTUnE DELIVKREn IN THK Ml< UIOAK COI.I KOK 
OV MEPICI.KE JIV PUOK. UAL C. WVM.AN. .M. D. 

GcsTLKMEN— <^">nr opinions eoncemini: the mnmi- 
facture and use of human saliva are mainly derivcil 
from experiments upon dogs.* It is, howemr. an 
easy matter to collect tlie Iniman saliva as it is UM?d 
in the process of mastication and subsequent diges- 
tion, by expectorating it into suitable vessels. For 
Thii purpose the iilands may lie stimulated In' Iiold 
iug a coin or other insoluble body in the mouth. 
Unman mliva is produced by the parotid, sub- 
maxillary and snl)lin;:;ual dands whicli comnnHH 
cate with the mouth by means of ducts, the names 
of which are familiar to yo«. Physiologists describe 
two kinds of it, the mixed and the unmixed. The 
former is obtained by the method just mentioned; 
the latter is the product of the glands as it is di<« 
charged through lh« ducts directly into the mouth, 
unmixed with mucus and secretions pecnliar to the 
mouth. It is obtained from dogii, maioly, becau^-c 
men do not like to have tubes thrust into their sali* 
vary ducts and sulmiit to the various methods that 
are resorted to fur stimulating the action of the 
glands. Each of the glands mentioned prodnoes a 
peculiar saliva; but in studying tbe digestire power 
of saliva we are concerned only with the mixed 
saliva, with the material that molstena the food wc 
mas'^rn'n and otherwise alters the nature of it. I 
will not worry you with the exact figures, decimals 
and aU, wlildi (hocbemlais have used to indicate 
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tlie composition of rliis fluid, because ihey all dilTer, ! 
Rud if you should take the trouble to analyze U quan 
tltatively you would not make your flipuM obr- 
irspond with tln>sv nbtalned by olhers. 

It consist* largely of water, 9»(> parts per thou- ' 
sand, wc will say , the four rem^lng p«rto eouBlat- | 
icg of solid matter of iwd kiuds, ur?,inic and in- 
< rsranic. which are very importaal as fermentation 
producers. The reactioii Is usaally alkaline but i 
inay in the course of fever and other diseases, l)e- ; 
f-nme acid. Some one has observed that the parotid \ 
saliva, when produced in small quantity, is add in j 
its reaction. However, the reaction does not inter- 
frrc with the digestive power. Tlie ferments oper- 1 
ate Just well in acid as alkalini- saliva. Sulpho- 
cyanide of potash has lone l>een regarded as one of 
Uie solid constituenlf, but of late it is believed that 
it iti only an accidental consUtuent, resulting fruni 
I be decompoeition of urea and aulphate of potash in 
the mouth. The inor-rfinic elements of ihu four 
jtarts per thousand just mentioned, consist of 
chlorides, phosphates and carbonates of lime, 
inaiintsia and soda. Gases also exist in this fluid, i 
Ah mcdKul students we are interested in physi 
ulogical studies from a stand-point of general 
MtiHtys'we want to know what saliva does, and how 
It Ls pr^xiin eel. It is thoroughly mixed with the 
foo<l 111 inaslicutiou and enables man to swallowmore I 
easily. Claude-Bernard found that a horse with his> 
.^■aiivary «inels »ie<l would uol swallow nearly a& , 
uuiuv oats in a j^iveu length of time as one whose i 
ilow'of saliva had not been interfered with. The ; 
>.iMvary ferment r nT( rts the starchy elemenla of 
food into glucose uud dextrine. 

In the ordinary process of mastication foods' do i 
not remain Ions: enougli in the mouth to convert all | 
lb© starch into sugar; but when the ferment is once 
introduced it goes on performing its peculiar work | 
after the food has passed into the stomach , 
ikerhaave, in his Institutionea Mcdiciuffi, written 1 
more than one hundred and flf^ years ago, lells us \ 
that the ancient Soplii, or wi.^^e men, lived only by 
chewing their food, without swallowing any part of 
it. Democritus is said to have been kept alive a 
k»ng time, after he had attained the age of more than 
u imudred years, by masticating and inhaling the | 
viipoj of new bread. I do not not ask you, gentle- ; 
men, xo believe these stories; but they serve to re- 
mind us that the digestive power of saliva was under- 
blood and invoked iu dibca^ long before the modern 
ficbool of ph3rsiologists was thought of. All of the { 
distinL'uishcd nieilical teachers since Vau Helrnont's [ 
time, who recognized his archieus, bis feriueutatio, ^ 
ptttrofactlo Mid digsstio, have sUt>ngly asserted the 
value of human Rnliva in the dlKe'.'?tion of bread and 
oi reals. They all urge ite importance as an appe- 
tite pcodttoer and are strong In denunciatkm of the 
li irmfu? practice of spitting: it away. Modern phy- 
kiotogiats have told us nothing new about tlie func- 
liotis of saliva, but they have wonderfully tmpraved 
our notions of the way it is produced. _ ' 

t5o many and so perfect have been the experiments I 
nado upon tlwsaliwiy gtandt hr vlvlMctioiib that 



the man who is ii^norant of them is icrnorant of the 
mechanism of glandular action generally. Take a 
great gland like the liver; it Is not practicable to iso* 
hite it^^ du< t, it> nervcs and it.s lilood vessels, and by 
irritating the nerves, or altering the quality of thu 
blood contained in its vessds, notice the change 
thereby induced in the flow and quality of bile. 
But we can quite easily isolate the ncrve.^^ and blood 
vessels and ducts of the salivary glands of dogs, and 
study them at our leisure, so that we are now pretty 
well acquainted wiUi the changes going on iu thrnj 
during stalcji of activity or rt;pose. And, further, 
we apply the facts thus obtained to other glands in 
explaining their action. For e.Tamplc, you nmy 
sometime want to luiow whether the gastric gland 
cells attract blood, for the purpose of increasing the 
quantity of gastric juice, or whether the gland cells 
are obliged to produce an increased quantity of gas- 
tric juice whenever there is an increased quantity of 
blood iu contact with thcin — whether the tail wairs 
the dog or the dog wags the tail. You can answer 
the question only by observation qf similar condi- 
tions artificially produced in the saiivaiy glands. 

The histology of the salivary gland may 1>c called 
complicated. This is owing lo the fact that no uue 
man, but several, have made the experiments and 
micro9copif';il fxaminatinn*; wliich denion=tr.itc it. 
We find one mau couieudiug for a basket-like ar- 
rangement of the connective tissue which supports 
the gland cells, while unollier .sees only nerves in 
the structure. Pllueger regards the gland cell as 
swellings on the undulated nerves. Claude Bernard 
was the lirst to mukf thorough vivisections of the 
submaxillary gland of dogs. He exposed the glund 
by indsioo, cxauiinc^l its blood vessels and nerves, 
and showfed that the chorda tyuipani was the 
motor nerve of the gland; that is he found tliat *iee- 
tion of this uer> i' arrested the secreliou of saliva, 
while stimulation iuereased it and caused the blr>od 
flowing from the gland to assume a red color. The 
sympathetic nerve he found when divided to induce 
secretiott, and when stimulated to arrest it. He 
thought that the change in quantity* of siccretion re 
suited from change in quantity of blood flowiug 
through the gland. More recently oth«r experi- 
menters have been at work and given us a dilTereul 
view of the influence of these nerves over the action 
of the gland. Stimulation of the chorda has been 
proven to increase the aqueous and saline couslit- 
uentK, while sltmulationof the sympathetic increases 
the quantity of organic or ferment matter contained 
in the saliva. 

A curious fact has been olisurved in connecliou 
with these experimeuu; the pressure in the duct of 
the gland has been found to exceed that of the 
blood. This has been explained by the pre.sence of 
mucin and protoplasm iu the gland cells wliich have 
great capacity for taking up water, an osmotic 
action well known to be e.apal>lo of exertins: great 
l^drostatic pressure. Another fact lias been uottoed 
wUek oodomus thn question whethflr dm Uood 
fltimulatee the gtand odL Atropine may be injaeted 
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iato the circulation, aud will arrest the glandular 
Sfecretion. Ni)W.if tli<' clii'nl i Ik- «timulntt'ii by pilvan- 
iitm. uo secrctiou is produced, out the blood ve^^els 
aredttated and nd blood fioyn from the gland. 
The synipathelic may now be stimulati'd and the 
imliva rich ia luucia aad ptytUiue. the salivary fer- 
ments, will flow freely. Eaerine may be used to 
.•iiiIiL£:oniZf' llu- cfTc-t^ of atropiuf iuul a flr'.\v nf 
tialivu will resiKind lo ytiuiuiuii of the tjhurda. Thus 
we have good reasons for betievittK that the gland 
ceils themselves or the nerves terinitiatiu^ in ih' la, 
have some ioQuence. iadepeadeat of the (legrcc of 
blood preMure, oa the complicated piooew called 
aecretion. 



(Janeer uf the Lip in the Third Stage. 

A Cl.tMCAI. I.KrTl'HE UV TIIEOtmUK \ M l UAW, 
M. P., FAOPKSSOB OK riU>*CU'LE» A>U rUACTICK 
Of WtJSBXt A!tD CLTKICAL SUROBRT IN 
TBft OBTROrr MBDtCAL COLLSOB. 

Gemtlembx — I wish, iu coDuection with this case, 
to mako aome remarks (w the treatment of labial 

cancer in i^s third stai^-e, when it ha« pasF^cd beyond 
thti boundaries of the lip and invaded the cliin or 
cheek, lymphatic or aallTaiy glanda, or the bones 
and deeply seated slrnrlures. It is only n few years 
ago that siugcons used to look upon such cases as 
inctuable and conridered all operative procedores 
unjUKtifiable. The advent f)f Virchow and the 
change of theory, however, soou made a correspoiid> 
ing change in practice. The profession has come 
1 1) the eonviction that cancer is es!M;ntially a local 
malady and may be considered curable as long as it 
is possible for the surgeon to remove or destroy 
every particle of existing disease. In cases, there- 
fore, whieh present the luivaneed synifUotnt which 
this man exhibited wiieo he came Ix'fore the class 
two weeks ago, the operator has to inquire, not, 
whether the necessary operation mny result in great 
disfigurement of the patient, nor whether the result- 
ing defect can possibly be repaired, but solely 
whether it may be possiblr to <?o thnronjhlv eradi- 
cate the disease without destroying the patient as to 
give him a hope of cure. In a fatal disease no dan- 
ger should deter the surgeon from attempting its re- 
moval. In one so repulsive and disgusting even 
large and permanent loss of tinue is to be preferred 
to an ulcer which hurts, bleeds, stinks and sup- 
purates. Now, the experience of late years has 
shown conclusively that labial cancer may oocadon- 
ally be cured even after the lymphatic and salivary 
glands and bones have become seriously affected, 
while in those cases which cannot be permanently 
Ctired a temporary relief may be obtained, followed 
evenluitlly by a less disgusting and painful death, 
from a mure hidden growth in iuternul organs. I 
did not hesitate, therefore, when our patient here 



I first presented himself with a n^lectsd cancer 
I which had de^trovf! fmir fifths of the lower Hp, 
I one-fifth of the up]>er lip and the whole of the right 
• I Cheek, to recommend an operation, even though I 
knew tint ihf lymphatic miau ls nf (he parotid 
I region were enlarged and the periosteum of the 
I lower jaw largely affected. The removal of all the 
npp m n'ly tiffected parts made an enormous wound 
which extended outside to the ramus of the Jaw and 
inside to the pillars of the fauces. To cover the 
defect, I dissected lip what was left of Uie integU" 
meat of the chin aud that of the submental space 
and lifted them up to form the lower lip. In ordef 
to hold this flap in place I attacited it with suturea 
to the periosteum. The pedicle of this flap wa.<» 
I broad and vascular and attached to the left cheek. 
I This flap grew flmily into its new position and 
niakeis, as ynn qee, a very passable lower lip. To 
J fuiiu the cheek 1 raised a large, thin flap from the 
j neck and wa.s appi^hensive at the time that it might 
sloush fmin litrk of fiullieient nutriment. My fears 
j were in part realized, about one-fourth part of the 
flap sloughing away. Notwithstanding this, his 
condition to day is to be vastly preferred to that of 
two weeks ugo. Ue is now a man who can go 
among his fellow men, without at least, causing in- 
tense disiiust by an overpowering and offensive odor. 
I lie has no pain and is mcommoded only by the dif- 
! Acuity which he experiences in swallowing on 
account of the defect in his cheek. On witnessing 
such an operation for the first time one is inevitably 
iiuproawd with a sense of its great danger. This is, 
j however, an error. There is no part of the Iwdy 
I which bears extensive mutilation so well as U»e fat c 
ao4 cheek and whose removal causes so little shock 
or systemic disturitance. Among very many snch 
operations, I have had to record only two deaths. 
It is, indeed, wonderful how men of sixty and 
seventy odd yean of age will bear such serious 
operations with ^<y little apparent injury. This man, 
"i'i years old, did not suffer tbe slightest shock, and 
began almost from the first day to clamor for solid 
food. Ilis temperature never ro^e brymirl ifM) ~ F., 
and Ixis heart Iwat was always steady and >IronL^ It 
I remains for me now to close the existing aufeci by 
: suitable plastic operations. 

' Thiersch has laid down the rule as the restilt of 
many microscopical studies that the surgeon cannot 
j be sure of cutting m unaffected tiasu^ unless he 
I carries his inci-iiiiis one nnd n half or two centi- 
meters beyond the apparent boundaries of the dis- 
ease. In no case should he trouble himself abont 
the appearance nf tlie resulting defect until after the 
operation is completed, t)eariDg in mind that the 
procedure Is tmdertaken for tli« eradication of a 
most deadly malady and that all other considera- 
tions must yield to those wliich concern the safety 
I of the patient When all diseased tissues, whether 
: of skin, lip, cheek, chin, glands or bone, have been 
thoroughly' removed, then and then only may the 
attention be directed to tcpairing the resulting de- 
fects. 
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A i;>TUAt'TIOX OK Bl.OOl> KHOM TMK RtCillT 

iliiAJiT. — D.-. Bv'ujtiuin F. Wu-tibrook, of Broiik 
\ya, a dlatinsuiahed leetiirer nl the hang Uimd C»\- 
h'-rc llospiliil, tells us in the Mi ll' il Hcconl, tliut 
About ooe year ago, wbik en^zagcU iu sum^ trivial 
duties connected with the thoracic visieerA, U oc- 
currc I to liitn lit i'- i'» iM'L'i of very ac ute itmJ un 
ujitAlly iaieose puUn miiry coQ^e^tiou, with over- 
didteotiuD of the ri«;<it he^irt. it would bo practicable 
to withdraw u iiuanlily of bloixl directly from tlu^ 
heart, and so rt'Htnre tiic cfjuililinum of the lo-^scr 
circulation After making many Itiuls and dissoc- 
tions up:tn cudavcrH. the docior found tbikt n trocar 
iolroduct'd a little lo the ri^bt of tlie sternum in tlio 
tliird iutcrcostul ."^pacc, and pushed diri-ctly back- 
ward, woald enter the ri^bt auricio, trHVeraing, in 
addition to the / 'i u-l! the [ilouia, lunu', pericar- 
dium, etc. If puttied Uuou^h the fourlL iaicr.'^pucu. 
it might bit tbe tricuspid vnke, though what harm 
would follow we are U'ft wh 1! .- to Mirtiiisi'. Tbe 
preiimiimry III dd madu by tbe doctor abo tiiiigwl 
that "the prcs lire io the rljfht auri<'l«. in cuscii of 
Cou^idi r.il'L- > -trutltoii. tli<jii;^li It di parln fmn) ibe 
uormul itc>aii\<.- ataudard, docs DOl auiUitcnlly 
to hv relied Upon (u force blood out through n oniatl 
cutiui.i ^vitll any (lc^r<M of rapidily;" f*o liv wuh 
o(ilij;eU Co use an aspirator. About one year elapsed 
beforu Amni^'ment'i were fully completed. It Imd 

to be U-.tri;e.l jiisl how much blood would escape 
from lioli s of v.irii >us sizes m ide in tbe auricular 
Willis; how inucli of esi aping bl.xid would remain 
In tli<' peri<-arduim; bow much would cuter the 
pleural cavitv ; how much enUr the pulmonary 
alveoli al<>ug ibu track of puoulurc, and liow much 
danger there would be of wounding the iutemal 



! 



mammary vein. Upon thin last point, exact infor- 
nialioi). it Would appear, wa4 not obtained, for, ta 
tlie flnni operailon. a email perforating branch of 
this vein wu> w nuiitlc ! Dr ^^^•-tl>rooU cauiiou»ly 
picked out a patient that would have died, anyhow, 
to make his flret operation upon. He was a robust 
G 1 1)1 ui of llfiy yc:in« lie had pneumonia of the 
ri^bi lunu. Fever and pulse indicated aaiUeuic type 
of the diseiute. After litre days he was found with 
pulse 140. respiration 38, and tempcriturd 104*. 
Tbe left lung coutoined tbe indications of compcnaa- 
tory respiratloo. Carb. ainmonti, tr. digiialia, ir. 
opii. whisky, counter-irritatioti were resorted to 
for the purpose of restoiiuff equilibrium of circula- 
tion, but without avail. Anoiher day elap^ with 
the patient a little weaker. Dr. W. consulted with 
his colleagu", and <letermined that ihc man must 
be b.ed. iiiti respiiutiuQ wa^ now 40, uud puire 
ISO per minute. The heart must he unloaded. A 
fine ;i^]iir itor needle was inlroibjce<l an I ab )Ul two 
drarbms of blooil found its way from the right 
auricle into tlio vacuum nppsnitus. As the point 
of llic needle passed uito Ibe auri\-le, tlie «lo<:1or no 
ti( ed the same seu'-ation that sur^jeoui feel when 
th-.>y know ihe pnlut <if sn instrument has pasai'd 
into a cavity or liiild Wlien be p i^-^eil the needle 
Ui'e|}er lo sue if biuud would uot How more freely, 
ho knew it had pont^tratcd the anria l)ecanse of tbe 
Violent movements of the part widcb he held iu his 
li iiid. At that period of the operalion, Ibe p itient 
remarked that b»' thought the doctor bad struck a 
b'Uie. There Was some diNiress iu the sternal re<iion. 
\i I iinpr<">vem<"nt. Aiiotlicr aHerjipi at loi iil I<h ntifig 
wjuj made; this lime with larger needle. Three 
ounces were taken by aaplraUon from right aaride. 
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In the moaolime respirutioo had iocreasvd to 44 aod 
pulfle 144: bnf the former wu immediately reduced | 

to 40, whilt- the pulsf inoreascd to 148 per miout«'. \ 
The pii!s<^ half an liour iift«T Ui« operation for ab- 
KlracUon of blood from right heart was fsoftcr and 
lera irritiiiilo; tlun- was no iRtermittrtice. The 
piiticnl siiiil \\v f< !t Ix'lliT, ami w.ih ordered air:iin. 
ammon. curb. Ir. digi'abs. tr. opii, prun. virjr.. elc. 
Hb friends thought hlin more eonfortable iliroiii^h 
the fo'lowinu' iii','lit tli.iii he h.'id In-en for ><"veral I 
duyti, but btf«)re ihm>u l»e ro&c upou Lin etbow, ami 
fell bnclt dead. The autopsy was obtained with 

gii;if i!irT'n-n't y, but revealed two spots indiealin^ 
Uic a»ur.-( t^ikeu by the neetlU*f«. "The ptriuurdium 
contained tliree or four oances of thin wroua fl«iiil 
f)f ilark c-liireT color," (dso a lilinnriir , T ,-niijMi1;irc.! 
tibrio which nieanitred ooe and ouc half inchea in 
length. The ri^ltt auricle was enveloped partially 
in a membranlform pinkish wliite eoiigulum. tiie re- 
»uU, prolNiblj, of the churoiog action to which the 
blood which escaped into the pericardium was sub- 
jected. Further the autopsy showed old plciirilic 
adhesiiiiiy of left hiDg and complete hepnlizatioii of 
right luug. I hc heart and great vcssel.s were tilkd 
with dark ooagnla. In the right ventricle a white 
conETiihim w:i'4 found rtdheriiu i. . eohnnotv carnca-. 
The doctor concludes hU account of this unusual 
operation with points which he claims are estab- 
lished: rir«(. "'thHt the right niirich- can be readily 
aspirattid, and second, that the iutruduction of u 
canuia into its interior, is not accompanied by any 
alnrminK symptoms or (ollo^v. d by any unhapi>y r" 
suits." He would huve taken more blood, giving 
the patient a good thorough Tenesectton from the 
right auricle, had he not been afraid that the blood 
of a pneumonic patient would coagulate about the 
canuia and perhap<* do mischief. We admire the 
genius di.xplayofl in this operation. \Vc have all 
along believed the sicience of nieJicine would raise 
up II man who would be able to reconcile the pros 
and con<« of vcnc-ection in pneumonia. We, like 
all the advanced thinkers, can see how much better 
it is to bleed our patients from the rij^hf auricle than 
from the median basilic or cephalic vein. In 
pneumonia partir m1 iHy is ibis niellmd f)f treatment 
advautugeuuti. When the doctor has further 
prosecuted liis experiments and demonstrated that 
coagula will adhere to the canuia and not jio wander- 
ing about in the pulmonary artery, we cua then 
boldly thrust the aspirator needle into the right 
auricle aw soon as we hear the crepitant rale and lurn 
the stop cock a-H often as pulse aud respiration in- 
dicate intense pulmonary congestion. If tlie vena 
cava sliOuM exhibit a tendency to fill Up the auricle 
as fast a'^ we relieved its en<;'>rsii'moul. clamps could 
be applied to llie jugular axillary and iliac veins 90 
a<4 to maintain tiie e(|nilibrinm of the circulation. 
Crni i^ is n it easily discooraged; it knows do un- 
happy results, 

AI.COUOUC Thkatmrmt o¥ Scari^tdia.— In a 
paper read befova tbe CtBclnult iletdeaiy ot Medl- 
diie, and pttblUnd in tlia Lancet aud Clinic, of that 



city, Ur. G. H. Mitchell givea the method pursued 
by him daring ihe past three years in the treatment 
of ^c>l^Utina. lie ^late> that under method he 
has not lost a MUgle case, aod he submits a tabulated 
statement of forty trt^nted dnrintr this time; of ^eee, 
22 were of Hm ani;ino>e form, and the remaining 1& 
were itcarlatina simplex. The method given in his 
ovvu words, is iis folio vvs: 

"I pre-wribe whisky from the commencement of 

the <li*ea'-e until the end nf fbi> fir>t week, 
at wiiich lime the di»ea.<^ proper xa usually at an 
end. 

In addition I order that the patient be .sponged 
'■very fi a li mrs with te]>id wate r and anointed with 
oil or tard. iiut I rely upon the ulcuhol as the hhccl 
anchor. How much do T i^ve at a lime and how 
often !T]- i?cd? fiivr frn'n half to n tubles|toonful 
every hour to a chilli two or thn-e years old, caiv- 
fully <»b9orving its effect. In a febrile disease, such 
a- 111' "III tiiidi r rliacu.ssion. Il mu-^t bt* reinem 
iMTcd that a dose which in health might prove 
poisonous, may. be limiting heat production, (end 
to preserve Ihe tissues upon which life <li pend8. 
What ia the rationale of the employment of alcohol 
—what can we hope to accomplish by its exhibition 
in scarlet fe%-er? It reduces the pyrexia by stimula- 
ting the exhausted nervous system, and thereby eX' 
citing tlie distended capillary blood-vessels to 
contract, less blood reaches the tissue, and in 
ron«'quence less heat is evolved and less tusue waate 

occur.-. 

It is also probable ttiat alcohol reduces tempera- 
ture by lessening the oxidiaing power of the red 

corpuscles of the bloiMl. 

It is also a food, offering itself in Ihe blood as a 
substitute for the tissues which would others isc he 
destroyed. .Vlcohol, says M"! spIk ?? is the sd\ iops 
bauk of the lis^uos. Ue who eats little uud drinks 
alcohol iu moderation, retains as much in bis blood 
and tissues as he who cats more niid drinks no 
alcohol. Of the forty casws rtporled, tweuly-threc 
were mates, seventeen females. Twenty-two were 
seven; casi s of tli- at .:i i i i' variety, eighteen ucre 
cases of acarla'.iua i>impiex. The average dMratiou 
was seven and one-fifth days. In three cases sup- 
puration of subnta.xillary gluods sii|)crvened 
Albuminuria lasting tor a few days only was maui- 
fest in three cases. 8o far as I am able to judge the 
exhibition of the remedy was speedily followed by 
r. I ll tion of temperature and st-cpjehe averted " 

In liie discussion which followed the j-emark ible 
paper.— remarkable for the brilliancy of the results 
attending the treatment employed — the method \v,i« 
criticized chielly ou theoretical grouuds, Uie argu- 
ments iwing baseft on wimt is known of the pb}'aio- 
logic d ctT. f nf :,lrr~li >1. Such arguments are 
always iu order, but powerful soever as they Uki} be 
they can never upset a single fact. OliniciU results 
rather than theories, mns' f-ir ii ibc Iriii- bisis of 
therapeutic progress. Dr Thod. A. licamy added 
his UnUmony to tlwt of Dr. Mitchell In support of 
tli« value of the alcoholic treatment. 
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He bad seea cases wbera headache, with violeut ' 
delirium, dark lirid hue of «kt& — sliowiov; .sluggish | 
capillary rirrulation — high temperature, nipid prilse, 
etc., in the lirat stages, pointed porteotously to the j 
malignant form of the dbcase; conditions usually ; 
followed l>y convulsion?, coma, death within two or 
three days, ile had seen such eitsos rapiilly im- 
prove imdpf lalik'spooLifiil do*es of whisky, say 
every thirty to forty minutes. The temperature I 
an'l rmls - riilliuL- fr nit lOiT to 10"? nittl MO to 120. 
delirium feub*^i<img, nijuUary eireulaliou becumiug , 
active, and a favorable course of th« malady entered t 
upon. In bUcli ca-scs he had no douiit tin I'l >1k>1 
protects the uervuutf ceatres from the blow which , 
the Intense virulence of the scarlatinal poison in- j 
tlicli". The ol)jt'(;(ion uriied lliat alcohol posnesses I 
low powers as a germ destroyer, be regarded as in- | 
valid. No one claims that it can enter the 83r8tem ! 
in such (luuntities to destroy tiie virus. It is not 
ueccKiary that it should. It is enough that it c:in , 
prevent destructive waste and protect the nervous 1 
system against the deotructive inMuence of the germs I 
until they have exhausted their power to destroy. ! 
The disease is self-limited ; no disease more npecitic- ' 
ally so, and this self limitation marks the life limit 
of the '^Tin^. or rxliHUstiou of the ^'fJi-i.-pitbilitf in 
the system to their destrucUve iufluenci". .[ 
He would cmphasiae the importance of com- | 
meneing with the n m< dy :il the vi ry . nset of the j 
di6ea«c sod in full do.»e.s frequently repi'ateil. He j 
could not doubt that the absence of complications i 
and of .serious 8e<picl)C in mu-^l of Dr. .MitclieH's 
cises and in bis own, was due to the oljserviiacc of i 
this rule in tlie administration of the a<;eut. Of | 
riHirse he would not think of omitting other plans 
of treutmeut. such as inuuction, warm sponge bathi. j 
proper reirtdation of the temperature of the room, ' 
avohlanre of drafts of cold air, use of easily iliiiestcd i 
and nutritious diet, poultices to the neck in cases of 
tumefaction, cte. No one could have faileti to ob- i 
serve the great comfort wbic h friquent siwnj^inj? of ' 
the patient or inunction afT i I'ipiully obvious i 
must lie the bub<jtuntiai benetii to the puticut, and in 
some cases eapecially conservative as to kidney com 
plications. Fortunately tli " plans are coinprililile 
with the whitiky treutmeut. He need hardly ^late 
that the eitraordinary results obtained by Dr. 
Mit< lit It ill the cas( s n'ported niniiol ('-.t iMish the 
claim that thi» plan of treatmeut is specitie or %viil 
prove successfiil in all ca^es during all epidemics. 
No one would be so fdolish as to iidv.iciUe sui'Ii a 
position. ("crlain epidimics of the dis(;u-*e are 
marked by greut malignancy. Duiini; the proL'rcs.s 
of such epidemics the mortality mu.^l nt cessarily be 
large under any at present known tneiliods. Never 
theless, he firmly bf lie ved, that tlie plau of treat- 
ment here recommended would most strikingly 
lessen the mortality of the disease, even when pre- 
vailing in it.s worst forms. 

TU£ Tll£.\T^NT UK ACUIE liUECMATlfiM.— TbcrC 

are few if any aubjects more trite than tlila, and the 
■ayii^ that the disease which has the greatest num- 



ber of "sure cures" is the least amenable to treat- 
ment, finds in rheumatism its aptest tllustralion. 

Hheumutism lia^s for ages been the boltie ^'round 
of pathoIogi»u and tberapeuiies. An article on 
the subject, by Dr. Ro^wrts Bartholow, in the 
Medical Record, while it coiit tin- no reference to any 
new drug or new method of administering any ilru^'. 
nevertheless makes a ve^y helpful division of the 
classes < f patients who are the subjects of rheuma- 
tism. This division, if it shall prove correct, will 
aid very materially in the iutclligeut selet lion «>f 
drugs in the treatment of this affection. It recog- 
ui/.t s three groups of penons who are subject to 
rheumatic atthriiiii: 

1st. Spare persons of considerable bodily vigor, 
good mu.seular developmrnt, and having a distinct 
family hiiitory of neurotic or rbeumatii^ai dis- 
orders. 

ifi. Obese subjects, addicted to malt liquors nnd 
good living, somelimeb with— more often wiihoul— 
an inherited predisposition to rheumatic diiicase*; 
the gelatinon* descendants of albuminous paients. 
as they have been entitled. 

3*1. The feeble, pu'., an a>mic subject, depressed 
by poor diet, and evi. nygicnic surrbuiidinga. In- 
chiding dami>nc.<4j and bad air. 

•No one, ' says Dr. Bartholow, "can treat ca<-es 
of rheumatism auooeeafully unleaa he reoogukes the 
tyi>e before him and adopla his lemedios accord- 
ingly." 

In the tirst cla.ss of cases he prescribes salicylic 
acid or tin M!i.y!:iti- of soda. II*' h:is no theory to 
ar.counl for the action of this drug or for its superi- 
ority to others in this class of cases. In view uf the 
special linh'liiy tn r* I ipsi > h; this class of ciuves the 
remedy .should l>e cootiuued for several days after 
the acute symptoms have subsided. 

lu the seconil cla.i.s of cases there 'm a tendency to 
a form of acid indigestion, and Ibey arc those in 
which the alkaline treatment has been found most 
valuable. In view of the diverse concejUions which 
obtain iu regard to what constitutes the a'k iMne 
treatment, Dr Bartholow quotes with his approval 
the plan 1. ::)der»tood and practiced by Dr. Falter, 
the HUthor of nn excellent work on rheum.ati.«m : 

■ By the 'alkaline treatment, ' jays iJr. Fuller 
"I mean a plan of treatment in which alkalies play 
an imp >rta!it part, but winch ron^ints nr)l only in the 
administration «if alkalies, but in »he careful regula- 
j tionof the s( < reiions, the strictest attention to diet, 
and the administration of tonics, siicli us quinine 
and Uirk, uu t»oon as the patient can bear them. 
• * * My practice is to give not iess ttaav nn 
ounce and a half of the alkaline carbonates, tillier 
; alouc or in combiuaiiun with a vegetable acid, dur« 
i injf the first twenty-four hours of treatment. ♦ • 
j .Morv 1 minionly two drachms are ordered to l)e 
taken iu etIcrvesceDce every three or four hours-, in 
combinaUon with an ounce of lemon juice, or w ith 
a drachm of citric dissolved in four ounces of 
water. At the same time, if the boweb are tor])i I, 
len^graioa of eolocyuth aud calomel pili [Llriiisii 
Pharm.3 arc prescribed at Iwdtime. As soon aa the 



Digitized by Google 



so 



ISM MEDICAL AGS. 



urlue, when fresLly yoided, ceases to show aa acid 
mclion— which b oiually the cbm kfter twenty- 

four hours— the qutintiiy of the alktili is diminished 
by ooe-balf, six ilrachmB only beiug adtninUlvri'd 
duriDg the mteoeeding twenty-four bonra. At tlie 
expiration ' f that time, if Ihe urii.c remains alka- 
line, three drucUma only are glveu iu the uext twen- 
ty-four bour«: and on the fonrlh day, If the urine 
9(ill sh >W9 au alkaline reaclion, the form of tlii- 
mcdicioc Is aJtogelber changed. The treatmcut 
oea<«es to be easentiMlly alkaline; either a cinchona 
draught ia ordered to be takm three times a day, 
Oonlaiuing a scruple or a half drachm of bicarbonate 
ol potash— a little more or a litlle less, according to 
the condition of the urine, whi<-!i Klnmld be kept 
nearly neutral — or three griiinn <(f quinine ili-- >Ivc(I 
in lemoa-juicti is given three times u day in elfer- 
veeceoce, with half a dracbm of bicarbonate of 
palash or &oda. • ♦ * Tlic diet is rustrifff i! lo 
beef-lea or broth, with soda water and milk, and 
barley-water a» a drink, as tiie amalicBt quantity of 
soli I for»d, giviMi a day lieforc the tongue has thor- 
oughly cleaned, is apt to induce a rccntdcaccnce of 
thediaeaM. Wine und opirlia are strit tly forbidden, 
though experience hu^ cmvincod ine lb it wine and 
spirits prove le^s huritul than the smallest quantity 
of solid f*»od." 

Tiie tlitrd cIsks of ciiv-'s i^ uinnrrically the nmst 
Iniporliint. besides licini; iilsi> tli^^ie in whi h vicious 
results are mu»t lial>lu to develop, cardi tc ( oniplica- 
tiona being rclallyfly frequent. Thedepressingi ffects 
of Siilieylie acid and alkaliis arc to !><_■ avoided in i!ic c 
To Dr. liuitscli Iteynold-t, of Ltmduu, it* due the in- 
troduction of the most suocemful drug in this ctti^a 
of I i-r-,: tim ture of ihc chloride of iron. 1? nrn' 
be given in full doses — J ss lo 3 j — properly diluted 
every four to eight hours. It lessons the swelling 
and pain ia the joists, lowers the fever, diniiniHhes 
the tendency to heart compiicaiions. and, above all, 
sustains the vital powers In th-^ir struggle against 
the cncroacliment of the rheumatic disease. 

The treatment as above outlined does not prevent 
a rc^rt to blisieri, and indeed the author s|>eitkB of 
them is tie-serving careful consideration. It U a 
remark I' li' f ict. he n iv*. ifiut Idisterir';^ hrin.'s 
about a neutral or alkaline condition of the urine. 
The usual mcihud of blistering is hy means of can 
iharidfs and the plans of their appticalioH have been 
varioiiii. ranging f lom a t>mall bhster over and iu 
the neighborbond of the joint, tn a complete cone 
cneirelio!^ it. We have found in our e.\|K'rience 
that tite appltcati<m of a taruir emetic ointm<.i)t 
< $ j to ; j) is nuicb to be preffrn^ to cantbaride^. 

It i^ n»or< i leanly. I '-s <li-> nrreealde lo the patient, 
and more S|H;edy iu tliv relief it brings. The 
appearance of the eliaracierltitic pustules is tisually 
attended by immBdiate amelioration of pain. 



Nrw and R vre Di^BAHES.— The wi^c man hath 
anid ••There is nothing new under the sun." and 
this dictum hag been very generally received with- 
out quuaUon. There are certainly many facta whose 



tendency is to support the belief that events move 
in eyelet, and that that which b. was. and anon 

shall be. Such a conception of the processor prnwth, 
development and decay, is, however, the outcome of 
a qniie superficial study. Solomon to the contrary, 
not^vith«^a^diIl:: Wi- arc wim r in nnr day than 
wai Solomon, at least in mattcra physical. Ue 
knew nothing of the doctrine of evolution and of 
the law of the uufoldini; of the original protoplasm, 
which had in it the potentiality of all varieties of 
life, animal, vogciahle and udiMfal (for. according to 
Lianseus, stones grdw). 

The law of evolutinn is operative a1«n in the do- 
main of disease, new frtrms and new varieties of 
which are from time to time appearing. Even In 
the experience of men still living, many di-sca^es 
are csseatiully dillereot from what Ibey formerly 
were. While this fact has been conceded in a gen- 
eral way, we are not aw.in- t!i;it, until very recent 
ly, any definite menliou or classification has been 
of the newer affections. It has remained for Sir 
Jaine.4 Pa^'et to till in the hiatus, and he has done 
it'iu his inimitable manner, in his Bradshawe kc 
ture, delivered before the H yal t'oUege of Surgeons 
of England, on the i:3ili uUiino. The leainodico- 
turer !-larls otil w;tli a reference to the un willinsness 
on the pail of pulli'>]a^i»i.s to admit the occurrence 
of new diseases; ihiA uawitlingnesa is often 
just, for many diseases thai may seem new have 
probably existed loiii; and been overlooked— Ibey 
may be new lo knowledge, hut not new in fact 
I'ri'^lit':* disL ise and Addison's di^ra^e ;itr jn<;tances 
in point; typU 'id fever, too. existed long before it 
was differentiated from typhtis in our nosology, for 
Sir .lames presen'c l a! his lecture specimens of ty 
pboid ulcers of ibe inlesiiues preserved by Hunter, 
who, though he detected the pathological condition, 
did not iiive it the interpretation. Hunter in this 
mailer basset iho profession ah example worthy of 
close emulatinn— he did not ignore wliat he did not 
understand, i nt. like the true naturaliat that he waa» 
he reverenced and noted phenomena, and preserved 
the evidence, of which the iulerpritalion was yet lo 



nut there have arisen certain diseases which are, 
in Sir James i'agul's estimation, new. Among these 
he mentions osti'itiii deformans, defined and described 

by him. He lias been unald ■ to di.-^eover in all the 
museums of paihological, among which he may be 
paid to have fpent bis life, or in the literature of 
medicine or sur;;ery. the rmioivsi iiiiini ition «)f the 
existence of any such aiTt el ion. Tlie collft,iii>iis of 
Huiiier, llo-^ sllip, Ij vn;^-t.tll, Li-ter, Cwtjptr. Stan 
ley. Hr idie and others sliow no traceof tlie peculiar' 
ity di-tiiiuuisliin-^ this tlisi-ase. 

In Iweuiy si\ years he has t ollected twelve cases 
and about as many more in which the di{<case was 
p-irtially manifest. 

Cliaicot's iitsease be also prououDces new, and 
hoses the statement on evidence precisely similar to 
the above. This disease is now so frequent that a 
single physician. I>r. Buzzard, has bad umc ia«cs 
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iiader his care at one time. Typicjtl gout is bc- 
comtui; rtti affiM^ioQ of conaparaliveiy rare dcciir- 
reiKT, hut the rc-nrds sljow tJiut goii'y pliiebitis, aw 
affection by no means rare umouij cerUiu t-las^'s in 
Eoglttod, is of quite mo<l«ra oifgiti. A ease of this 
disease nrrtirri ij in Is.ii and doscribed by Sir 
Henry Uritloni ih 'iiUit'^jina-iiu dideus, in lUe male," 
excited a great deal of curio«ity. aod was declared 
to be unprecciii'iited. D irin.; the fifty y :ii -^ u hii li 
liave siuce passed it lias scrcurcd a pl icu uq all uo^sul- 
oglcal liiits. 

Tlie above are instanced aa distinct di4;ea<es which 

have di'vc'lopcil iluring tlii * < nlury, but Ibc aiillior 
wouid by no nacnna m^n that ihtt cUange in di^e iscs 
bas been liodted (o tbeae now creation*. A great 

chango hm taken place and h KtiU lakini; place la 
tbc type of di-«u3L'S. The more siublo forms arc 
theniMelves Buffering ehun^e, and Iboii^U some of 
them Iiave come down to tis from pre bbtoriC times 
they ftill bear evidon- i - of rli iD'^e. Types vary in 
diiieJi^ics as in species, mid m conformity to tbc t>amc 
general laws: An exact likeness is never Iransmii- 
■trd \iv iiili^ ritr^nce; tin- mini:ling of diallR'Si .s. dis. 
positi »ns, ujio-*yneracit*ii, clfccU of drui^ on the 
affoelion, etc., are m many envlronmeata. each leav- 
ing its iinpre'~-; 'he .1- mm^. n!" li-n- most alvviiy> l,r- 
taken into consideraliou, it i^onielime^ taking a gen- 
eration or a century to effect appreciable chani:c. 
Vai ! itio:i- in disease must be studied as the immor 
tal Darwin studied species, not by deduction aa from 
ft law exactly fermutated. and from whidi we could 
trace the course of every change, but by amiM^tcare- 
ful colleclion of facts, f irLs to be ?een in Hpcimens 
and rend in full reconls, and stored in musenma, 
and i»y a study as complete for every case as if no 
law of evolution bad ever been discovered. We 
cannot always decide the precise character of the 
blending of different affections. Slight differelices 
may aoeuniulate till they completely idler the orig- 
inal foroi. The new. affection may behylM'id, or 
tiie pare mixture of two fornu. bat aterile or in- 
capable of rrpi-ribifing itself; or it mnv hv ir.-n'_:ie1 
the characlerislici of one of ila progenitors prcpon- 
dtratiniar. aad capable of perpetuating its kind; or, 
lastly, it inuv \ir Co inridciit. ;1kiL one of its elc 
meals ailockiug one organ or ti»i>uo and the other 
MUither. 

Sir Jamea Paget's leettire is full of aufrgcsilons to 
the ibougbtfnl student. He lias expressly dec'ared 
in favor of iho laws of evolution as ttffcciiugdise<ise, 
and fortunately the time is past when the iwlvocaic 
of 8U( li doctrine Is viewed with suspicion or treated 
with ridicule. 



I,F.AO Af* A UkMKDY in HlUOlITS DiSKASJ:, — A 

^ oorra^pondeni oontributc^ the following, which i-< 
"not for publication, at least not with my name, 
until ruriher obiwrvation, study, elaboration, and 
Uiquiry Do you recollect some time ago of 



publishing an article in regard to the tjse of large 
dose^of the plumbi acetat., and that you aflet w ir !s 
calle l i" ( iilion to your pi rsoiial experience in it.s 
use in iRMHi»rrliage? I am i;oiu:j to mcnliou tuy 
trial of it and n^^idis (though I iiavc not meotioned 
it as yet for feur 1 would neil bj believed) in any oilier 
dtruclion. Fir^t, in a cue. April, t^i^l, commencing 
with uremic convnb*ions, sequctoj to s<^arlot fever, In 

ii !;irl ten years old. (' onvuNims treated t^uccess- 
fully witli muriate piiocarpiu, gr. 1 20, hypoderniti- 
caliy. the urine rem doing t Hided with albnmen and 
containing a grc U tl-al of lilooil Tricil for a week 
to reduce the ^uanu'iy of blood voi led without suc- 
cess. Finally, bethou -iit myaelf of your statement 
of lie' use .if aeet ite lead as a h emostatic in large 
doses. Gave the child l") grs, every two hours for 
two day^i. lilot>d and albutneo entirely di^tappeared 
' and neither returned. 

0;-tober, IH81. Second, a girl of searlalinal 
albuuiiauria.wilh couvuUioas; aniema of the limbs, 
eyi liih, labia, and dy<«pa(£A. Pihcarph, iiypoder* 

mica'ly, (lr-.t;lljcM lo gr. doses of acetate Itad, and 
j; gr. of njorpliia. Alhumen disappe uvil. 

April, IS^J. Third, a youug man. 28 yeara of 
age, singie; had been treated for a year with various 

|)hysi(!ians fi>r chninic albuminuria; hail been out of 
heultii, unable U) work, scarcely strong enough lo 
walk around, for that time. I treated him for nearly 
tbne months without making any prv)gress, excejil 
in hia gaining a liiile strength, hut not appreciably 
diminishing the albumen. Finally, as there was 
t)ccasioiial blood in his urine, say as '>ften as twii f i\ 
month, lasting twenty four hourd, I bethought 
me of tbc acetate of lead, and put him on 90 gr. 
doses three timesadav for two days, alternatiic, t vo 
days with tonics. Aft<'r about the tenth dose, he 
conii)lained of his stomach. Then I gave him 
tonics a few days and tested his urine. The alhtt* 
! men had disappeared for the first tiujc in fifteen 

(mouths, and did uul again appear, but he gained 
strengtli and flesb rapidly, and shortly went to work 
as ;i i» l>>graph line conslnu-tor which is bard wiirlc, 

iand has new been at bis work over four months 
without any signs of failing health. 

i I^ourth A man, set, i.**, mirried, feeling Imiily, 
j keeping at his work, but just <lrng^ing around, com- 
I ])laining of uneasy feelings behind pubes; dimin- 
ished urine; irritable bladder, with general malaise. 
Test' (1 urine for o.x ilafcs, |ius an<l uric acici; found 
none. Nitric acid and beat both .showxl albunicu. 
Put him on 20 gra. plb. acct. thrc>e limes a day. 
After two days be ci)mi)l:iiued of pain and lieavi- 
nes9 iu the stomach ; .^lopped ttte lead; aevt day 
teitod urine; no tracu of albumen. This caM m siill 

under treainient. 

Now, J would li|e to know if lead is a remedy 
for nibiimmtjria* If painters and lead- workers 

have Ihv dtsea-cV II ivo V'lU ihoiiL'lit or itni iii.;.! in 
that dire: lion ' I m vi r Iiad a p^iuter with iirigiu'a 
disease, and wouM like I t know vour and others' 
experience. 1 don't s ipp )se nt.y!) >iiy else has ever 
uaed lead as a cure of Brigbi's di.si'a&e? 
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TOB LUKMUtB 18 WOBTBT OF Ru HlRB.— An 

esteemed correspondent has been to I.nnpintr in fht? 
iDterests of a bitl looking to the r&wurd of the phy 
sician for mich services u he may be required bj 

lav/ to render. He wrile-t us on the question as fol- 
lows : 1 want to see doctors paid reaaonable fees for 
all aervtces tbey render the public. They are in 

efj iity entitled to such reinuacratiOD, and for every 
n( tidcution of "disease diuifjerouii !o the piihlic 
be ilth." or certificate of birth or death, Ihcy bhouhl 
l>( puid. My time i^ tny owa. at k'^Lst aa far as my 
fel'ovvs sro cnDcerncd, and my skill is my cupital. 
No man lias a right to tuke from me either, without 
reimbaraing me for it. If it beoume-i necemry. io 
onler "to pronidte (iublic health," that I should 
give ootilicalioiis and cerlilicateii. as above, let the 
pu-)lie, who derive tlie benefit, pay me for such ben- 
cfi* 

Io the "lobbying ' which I have beea doiiii; for 
tl)'.> bill, I have been met by the object iotr that phy^ 
ai' iaiis mi;;)il take advunla.'e <>f the fee to re-port 
ctiaes which are not '•dHUi;tr(iii>^ to the public 
b allh." I reply that tlie fllinL,' of sm li rcporU with 
w ird or town ndict-rs tloin.us of ^•(Tvilll: tht'lr COO- 
SI tueuls will be iiullieieul to dt t< r pliysiriaus of 
btd moraU from resorting to such praclic". 

The direct Ix'ccfit to the iir(«f)'sstoM fnun a fee of, 
>-,{ •, tell ci-tils, for caoli iiotiliciUioii or rt ttincalc 
W' uld be ilK'.iguilirai!!, but llic nun i) i |Ti'< t would 
lend to indirect results very much to be ile)>ired — it 
would tr rul Io ( Htatilish tiic print i pie tliat ail nudi- 
Ci.l s^ervice-i havti a cash value; it wuuld tend to place 
ibe medical profession on a par with the IckhI be- 
fore the law, Jini hi >;n f u a it would dti this, il 
would oohaucc the fees paid tor all medical services 
rendered the public— eare of paupers, attendance at 
public in.stilutions, »'te. Tlicsi' iVcs ar»; now paliry 
and inaignificaut as compared with thorn! received 
by lawyers for such services as they render (be pub- 
U( 

The passage of this bill will pave the way as 
no hing else will, for a bill to re-rulute the practice 
of medidoe. It would, moreover, t usurc an exact- 
ne« ) to our vital stjUistic8 which <-an be sccun d in 
no other way, and by the alta«-liment of a clause, 
providing for the indication of the probable cauae 
of t!ie disease, the service in tljc din i liori nf pro 
phylaxis aud a correct etiology, must lie very great 
Indeed. I would request the Michigan readers of 
the Mkoicai. Aok to jirornote iln pa-ssrijirc by writinir 
tu the reprciieutatives from their ^vcral district 
urging them to support il. The bill (n entitled, "A 
Bill to Promxti- I'uhlic llcaltli in Mi( lii^an,*' and b 
in cliar^v of Kcprcsentative Dr. Howell. 

*'Lo3Ci<Lom" OR Massaok.— In a recent article 

in llic Popular iScicnce Monthly, Or. (Jiaham (pnites 
from a book by Mr. Ciiarlea ^tordhoff. on the t»rtad- 
wich Islands, to sliow Ihat before massage was intro- 
duced as a therapeutic nu-asure under .<< iiiitilic 
giddance. it wa:i lonir employed by barbarian^. 
There i,s u rcmarkiible .similarity bL-lwceo the nian 



IpulatioBS of (he latter and thoee sanctioned by ns 

at tlu' prcsf-nl time. Mr. NordhrtfT states that 
wherever you slop for lunch or for the night, if 
there are native people near, you will be greatly re- 
freshed h\ 111 ' application of whal '\u y call loini- 
lomi.' Almost every where you wdl find some cue 
skillful in this peculiar, and. to tired muscles. de> 
Mgbtful and refre^liing trealineut. 
I To be lomi-Iomicd, you lie down on a mat, loosen- 
; intr your dolhinir or tiudrcs»in;j for the night if you 
prefer. The less clothing you have on the niorepcr- 
i fectly the cpi r.itifiu can be jierformed. To you 
I thereupon com - a stout native with soft fleshy 
j hands Init a strouL; ;:rip, and beginning with your 
lie.id and working down slowly over the whole 
, body, seiiics tiud *4ueiv.c;> with a peculiar ai t every 
I tired muscle, working and kneading with indefatig- 
able jKiiitiuiiniiil. in half an hour, wlx'uas you 
were sore aud weary aud worn out, you tiad your- 
' self fresh, all sorcnci^s and wctirincss absolutely aud 
eniiicly ii'M -vt d and uiind and body SOOtbcd (O a 
, healthlu] and refrcabiuj; sleep. 
I The lomi-lomi is used not ouly by the natives 
I but uim iii; almo»l ai; tilt' foreign residents: and not 
I merely to procure it licf from wcarin* ss i iiM fpicnt 
; 'on over eX' rtiuij. but to cure headache, to re- 
■ licvi.- tiie a( hiii<; of Neuralgic or rlieumattc pains, 
and I'V llic luvmions. a> rme of the ideasnre.s of 
lite. He li.i> kuo« Il It to relieve vio^iit ii' a<lache 
• in a very short lime. Theoldchicf> ij--> li io keep 
skillful loiui loiiii iiH ii and women in llieir retiiiucs; 

I aud Ihc late kiu^, who wiiM lor M>iue years loo »loul 
to take enercisc, and was yet a gro^a feeder, had 
l)iiii>eir iomi-loinied after every meal as a means of 
I helping his digestion. 

It is a device for relieving pniu nr wparinesa 
whicli seen- • i" li iv, r-o injurious n c ti .n and no 
I drawback but one— it !:< i^aid to faiteu the subjccta 
[ of it. 

Nothing will be iiecessuiy to eonvince any one 
, who hatt taketi a Turkish bath after the fatigue of a 
: long walk or a hard day nf physical effort, of the 
! value of massago under the conditions here umb- 
I tioned. 



I VkSESECTION Ad X TuEU.vrEUTlC AUEN'T. — 

J Symptoms of a renaissance of blood-letling as a 

thoraiHUtio a^'enf, li:>v<' wiilim n few years l>ecn 
occa«ioua!ly cropping out. liiere is little doubt 
that in the reaction following the abuses of the prac- 
tice a half m retitury a^i*, the opposiie t \*n n,,' was 
reached. A change of the type of disease had, 
doubtless, something to do in bringing this means 
into di»u<e, but fashion wa.s probably tbe moat 
potent factor. WhUc the continued prevalent asthen- 
ic nature of disease will staud as a defence against 
the old time abuse, the pre-nnt. ger.eraiinu will, if 
the signs of the limes be rightly iatcrpreled, not 
have passed away without wiioesssiog the reinstate- 

I ment of the phlebotomy knife into the povket caae. 

I There are. iK'VOud n peradventure. niany cases to- 
day iu which the abstnielioo of blood is strongly 
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suggested by llie .symptom'', but in which <1omiDant 
f«shioa arbitrarily forbids the arm to be biired. 
Dr. Robert Boat, In a paper raid bBfore the 

Pc.xiii III , Mi'dical Society, and published in tlie 
Fcoriu Medical Moatbly fur .lanuary, discusses Ibia 
questioD fn the light aad experience of eomo fortj 
yenrs. After an introduction, et)ns'isting of a his- 
torical resume, he plaots himself ilireetly in opposi- 
lion to Brnncti s dictum that "intlammiilion is a 
■ielf limileil proi fss wliicli rannot he cut hhort or in- 
terfered Willi to a'lvautaije.'' Ho is convineed that 
early and judicious blood Idling dots modify if it 
dors Tu>t subdue congi^lioii nod inflammation, and 
that it is, mori-ovcr, "one of the >iui<'-<t, mildt si uiid 
safest of rcnicdits." lie ainit* uol to reduce the 
«tr«dgt]i of the patient, but merely to reduce viis- 
ciilar exeileinenl, to t'lu ili/c Ihc eireiihili<ni and 
prevent cooge»lioui> or determinsUionti of blood tu 
ptrlicular organs or ti«ineA. lie has even "many 
<.aM's in \vhi< li Tninlt rilc ^rncral or !(>i-al iihslnii ;ioa 
»>f blood, instead of lesseniog the. palieul'.Hslrengiii, 
actually Incrciis'fd it." The bleeding removed a load 

ill 1 u -c ciii^.s uiul'T which tlie fi iticril stjiu':.';i rcil. tlie 
>ystein not haviog less strength but being weighed 
down by more than it could carry. The forma of 
<li>L i>e in whi* h Dr. Boal Would rcsoft 10 blood> 
ietrm:: an; ihe folloWlDg: 

1. Ill irifhunaiation of high and active grade, in 
whatever ov'^wn of tlic hndy it is preacDt. 

2 In ca-cs of coriL'c^tioii nr t ni: or <;emculfl, threat- 
iuiug ha-morrh tge or iutlummatiou. 

8. In a general plethoric eoodiiion of the sygiem, 
threat) nine inllanimalion, congeslloD or hicmorrbage 
from Mjme particular orgau. 

4. In apacma or conTubioos of a atheoic char* 
actcr. 

JDmihhi akd tuu Uuuan Infant.— Maternal «o- 
lldtude lakes form In no more atriking siiapc than 
in the doling of the infml with drutrs. The im 
puiae to "give iK>methiui;" i.s irresistible at each in- 
fantile whimper or trace of colicky rotitorlion. 
Charlatans hav.- recognized this perversion of a 
iioly instinct, and made it the basis of «;i!bstantial 
fortunes. The Mrs. Wtnslow's Soothing Syrup.s, 
Godfrey's Cordials, el hoe f/fimii omnr, all h.ave their 
origin lun . A -Greater evil than the indiscriminate 
♦lositig Uj which the innocent child i.« subjected 
throuL'h mielakoD kindness of its mother.tt would be 
difflcult to visit on it. Without a doubt a large p<T 
ceuugu of infant mortality fiudsi its direct or indi- 
reeictusc in such practice. The evil consists not 
exclusively, or, perluipfi. not even mainly, in the 'ii 
reel etlect of the uurcotiot given. Ad inetititnabie 
damage is done by them indirectly, that is. by their 
covering up of mischief <^f which the infant's erics 
aud. {tercbance, convulaions, are but the symptomii — 
the rebellion of nature against invasion. The child, 
soili-licate in i's ncrvou., ()rgani7.alit>n, is very son-si 
live to imprc^ons, and it may be laid down as a 
role, to which the exceptions are rare indeed, that 
the well child never cries. In the cue of some, a 



very sliglit di^trirhatice is sufllcicnt to cvnkr tin- 
symptom, but without some disturbance tbcrc is no 
cry. The cause of the child's complaint lies moat 
frequently in s -mc diiri'stlve disturbaocc, and the 
I auottyne or sedativa but covers this over and allows 
1 the smouldering embers beneath to gather a force 
which wdl sooner or later defy the pa1liativea» 
i Practitioners owe it as their sacred duty to the 
i children, to impress on parents the danger of the ueu 
of medicines of any sort, except under scientific 
surveillance. The soothing syrup and all other 
' opiates should he made the special object of attack, 
I and the same instinct which prompi» tiieir use be 
diic( te<l to their !• ini-Ii:i! f: >ni the nursery h"* 
deadly poibous. The piiysi< iaii s chief treatment of 
i children should be hy^esie and prophylactic, and 
he siionV'i ii < rnn<;u]tcd in »ll cascs of frelfuluess or 
, other signs of dislurbaiu e. 



T M I Oi'i itATiON. — Tait's o|iiTaIii.>n iliffcr-* from 
Uiiley's cliielly in ibut it is more thorough; liutley 
remove* the ovaries while Tail removes both ovaries 
anri F.iiliipiii'i luhrs Tail claims for his oju ration 
j that iia reauUa are mucii more aaliatactory, and that 
It is. moreover, attended by a lower per ccntage of 
(liiiiL,'i'r. It is said ! > hv e~p( ( i illy Hdjij'tcd to tin- 
rcli<:t of prrKoiii;i',l menstrual tmuhki, with recur- 
rent pelvic inllammatinn". Iti a piper read before 
the N. Y. Academy of Meilicinc, and ai)pearing in 
, the N Y. .Medical .lournal, of lath inst.. Dr. T. 

Qaiilurd Thomas gives a report of four cases in 
I which he followed Tail's instructions in regard to 
' the operation. In three of tlu-sp, rornvcry, both 
I from the u|>eratiun uud the dtHorderi} it wa? per 
I formed to relieve, was complete. In (he fatal case. ' 
D- Thiini is Htales, in jtiHlice to the operation, that 
the patient was a v«try unpromising one, being in 
I emaciation, pallor and depreciation of vital forces. 
' like a patient in the third -tatre of e -n^uinplion. lie 
I regards Tait's operation as a great improvemcol 
I over Rattcy's. Out of seventy- five cases In which 
! the operation was performed by itw author up to 
; last July, he had lost but six. The record of re- 
I suits from Uattey s operation presents no such 
I glorious figures. Dr. Hattey'a last report shows a 
• loss of three out of tifteon operations, and out of 
i twenty-one cases by Dr. Thomas, he had lost fi)ur. 
! The following points are given by Dr. Thomas 
I ft^ the most oiiginal and valuable of the views 
! eniineiated by .Mr Tait; 

I 1. He assumes thai the view formerly held— (hat 

I jparotomy operation- ^h'-nli! he- postpciTipd until ah 
solute risk to the life of the pulieul rendered Ibem 
{ neoesisary— should now l)e abandoned; and that, ia 

the hsmds fd an eX]!' 1 1 , Iln'v ai'i' at [iresi nt no free 
from danger as to be justitiabic even wbeu life is not 
jcopardlaed. 

3. That the usually accepted doctrine <jf the tie 
I pendcncc of mcnslraation upon ovulation is wholly 
I erroneous. 

i 8. That the ovaries have nothing whatever to do 
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Willi mcubtrualion, and that (his pbCDOtncooo is de- 
pendent upon the F^1if>ptnn tubes. 

4. Thill til I'ly K A-'V.-* of abnnrnml menstrual u»iJ aw 
justifiubly trtaUid, uutl arc ruli' valiic in no other 
way lli:tti by oxtir|)atian of Uic ovat ius and liib«,«s. 

5. Ticil in cliroiiic ovuiuui disease Xhv lubes i»re 
iii%'ariab)y inv. h. <i nml thai in most cases it is tlie 
tubt'H whirl) are i;hi< iiy al fuu.l. 

0. Tliai llic inurlaliiy in Ids loHl tliirty Qs-e opcia- 
tions liavirii^ bccti only one, cvi-ii lliis \oi% of 

ILfo \& susccpliblc of iUiiuiiuliim iu tlic fiKiire. 

7. That many of itioiw caitea berKUfure reganicd 
as inxtancoH of mL'iistriial, df rrcurR-iil. pi-lvii: per 
itonilis or ci'llulitiA. nrc reiitly due to tubal dropsy 
and ovarian di!>eii!ie. an o<*maiona! diseliar're of the 
punik-iit Dcciuniibiiioii of llio foniRr uivitig rise lo 
slight and passing' atl;u-kHof tlinsc ulTcCtioos. 

TnK VA«iiNAi. ^i'i!.< I'M >f. — A fi-w yortr« ago (ho 
question oii Ikh,<:? a'-kcd willi ii-riTi'ucc to the 
▼figinni spccubiin, would liavc bi cn tnkco as indis- 
putable evidence of eiihcr mental va -uity <ir nvrwx- 
sity ou the purl of iiim propoundin.ij ii. Until ^ilU- 
io a oomparativelr recent period Una iostrutneDt 
held fr.ini the time of its .-evival by Ueeamier. fiucli 
an imp >riaDl plaui amuii^ gyiia3coli>gical devices 
that to be a g'ynROoIoglBt and not to itave an aasort- 
uienl of specula, would have been considered impos- 
sible and abaurd. In tUe history uf diaea&cs of wo- 
men ibe affections to wfalrJi ifae sex are prone have 
at various peritKl4 iK'cn as«ii.'nc<l to dilfercnl divisions 
of the sexual apparatus, and ditfvreol pathological 
eonditions of these divlaioaa. Thus wo have tho 
time when the ovaries were mo<le (o bi>ar to the 
brunt of blame, Uien indamma'ion of the utoru'^ was 
made thescape-goat, then uleeralious of the os and for 
OVertbirty lung yearj these have been the fashion, and 
the patience and long sulTering of the womb, durinjj 
Ibia era fix it as the greatest m irtyr of lUe ages. It 
wasleecbed, and burnt, and b Hter"d. and scalded, 
and frn/en. and otherwise maltreated ■x'^ ti< ver wai 
male or female, or male or female or^jan, in the h s- 
tory of all the persecations of the darlceat agea. It 
waai (lurin!^ these times that the 8|)coulum was eu- 
Ihroncd (cuig among impleinenlii uf torture, given 
the entree to the moat sacred of recesses, and. 
miraM'r iVn-l'i , in idi' to sr'r ni woman's greatest l>enc- 
factor. The vagiuxu tbat h^ul not been explored hy 
lt»were only such as were guarded by gentle Hymen, 
and eveu her most emphatie prote^iis in the name of 
nature, were not always sutflcieol to prevent the iu- 
trodoctioQ of thocold metal whnM» entrance removed 
the evidence of Uio maitien's ww^'l haerL-d ch irm — 
her virginity. But ilu- whirli^ij of titu ■ it ih bmu^bt 
'mong Its strange msilation-t a ch in:;e in ^^yuicc >- 
patholoirii a fashion, and the ul(-<;rated 09 is UOW a 
relic. Willi this ( h uiije the spemiliim or at liist 
the bivalve, Irivalvo an<l qu adrivaivu varieties of it, 
hanga compafatively mute upon the wall, and 
luhabod is u rittcn on it. T!ic luiin an v ir.Wia i-i by 
no means no Sourer iuvade«I b^ the gyiuL'ci*lo^i>t but 
hia Implemetita of war now aelilora comprise the 
speculum. The change is a salutary one, and it is 



, an evidence of a more advanced pathology. The 

(profession and gyniec<>loi;istH, too. are coming to va> 
gurd ibe uterus as Hut a "part of the stn)icodOlie 
; whole." and to reai;/,f the fael that it Ins not an in 
I (lept-udeut cxij.leuce. The riianuo i.s ilie daw u of a 
belter day. 

Bpoxoe Gii.iFTiiio. — The improvement In the 

] UH ihod of 1rratin'4 l;ir^e excava^i'-iKs so us to cause 
Ihvir lining up by granulatiou.if by ineaii!> of Ihu ia- 
troducllon of pt^es of sponge wbtch should serve as 
a framework for the b'lililini: of tin t is-u* . was v« ry 
geaeraily uoled by the medical press at the lime of 
I its introduction by Dr. nHinilton, of Edinburgh, a 
I year or so a!;o. S|>ot)^e s^raltin-j ba~ since been 
I tried by others aud the results have, o--) far as re- 
; ported, been quite solisfartory. Kxperiencc hi Its 
: use has sii-rjrcstetl (eifaln inii»ri>veinents in the de 
tails, some of which are noted by Dr. Hamilton him- 
self, in tlio British Mediea) Jourptd of the 9th inst. 
In the first experiments n Mngle slii e of sponge of 
suni< ienl size w ts |)ut in the wound to till vip the 
I cap left by the l<iss of ti->ue The ohjixliou lo thus 
{ eoinpU'iely flliiiii; the cavity l.iys to ii.<« prevention of 
J drat*! an ! llic consio.uent accunnrriti n of pun. 
Dr. Ilanulion overcomes this by applying iliinslicca 
of sponge in place of the sinitle piece. He employs 
for Ibe purpose of t-licini; tlie sponge a niicrotome 
u.sed fur preparing tedious of the bruiu. A large 
Turkey sponge after being frozen is placed in this 
and sections of any desired tliickness c.isi y ^Hced 
olf. Such a layer is readily placed over the wound 
so as to fit its irregularities. In a few days It be- 
comes orL;,iniz(d when a .second <.'an be placKl v r 
it; this io turn organizes and can be :oduwcd by 
successive layers until the required amount of tt«$ue 
is i)uill ui>. No bai:'.^iog of pus or dat'^^'T of putre 
faction utiendii this method. Another ncceiisary 
precaution is to see that where the wound is healing 
lh(! edi;e of the layer of sponge does not come in 
contact with the pellicle of young epidermis at the 
•side; if Ihia be nllowtd the epidermis will undermine 
it and cause dlsplacemenl. Firm and equable prca- 
i sure is very nuessary to wcure adhesion, but after 
this has been effected the pressure may be removed. 
~ — 
Tiif. f'\rsK OF C.AMiu.TTv's Dkath. — The report 
of the necropsy of the great French repuldicnn has 
been made. For years he bad been nubject to 
chronic perityi)hiliti.s, with inrtammntory misrhief 
extended upwards around the osceodiog colon. The 
immediate or exciting causa of hia death was a 
pistol-shot wound, the b.ill strikincr him in the palm 
of the rij^lil liand and making ibi exit a little abave 
the middle of the limb. The wound hcsded nuito 
reatlily niid kindly, btit three weeks after liu oJd 
,vl indin-.; di-c i^e aroused lo ureal activ ity !)y de- 
pression of bfaltb iiicideal to the wound, beuviac .^o 
acute and SO Severe as to cause deaili. Th>rc was 
no p'; a-iiila. Noo;H ia;io:i cou'.d have a\rr; d the- 
fatal i->-)Vje. AUhou;;!! in the pri.'iie i>r lift.-, bung 
but iu his forly-llflh year, Gambctin ^eeins not to 
have been a man of prime condition. In 1807 de 
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Weeker enuel««tcd his rigfat ^ye for panopbUml- 

roitis. Mr w:\svrry rorpuknt, and ilic diniculty ox- 
perieDcc in ctnbaiuiiBg itic body woa very great, a 
irottMwome (tisaection being neeesmy before the 
carotids could bt- ex[>'>s(;d fi»r tliQ Inlroductioa of 
ooziele of Uie in jetting Myr'Uge. 

Tiiii Mkoicai, Auvi:uTi!iiNO A(iKNT.— A word 
addrcs&cd especially to our cootmporaries: We 
would )«U!;s(cst as a subject for esperlat eoosldcra- 
lion at tLe roniiii^ in< (.tiiii^ of the American Mcdi 
cal Jouraal Associaliiia to bu beid in CIcveliiDii, lUe 
relation of the medical journal to the adverllsiog 
egeiit. If our t xpericucc with certuiu of these gen 
tiemcn has htcn ilnplieutcd in the cnsc of other 
jouruulist«, llie iip[)ro[)ria[euess of the !-ul>ji'Ct will 
not be disputed. \Vi(h a few tsononiWe exception!!, 
the pulroniziiig air and po.silive insolence of these 
udvcrtising a^ienls is loo much for putieol eudur- 
ance. They seem to have conceived the impression 
that medical joiinials are an impccuniouH lot and 
are deeply grateful fur Ihu few crumbs which are 
from time to time oast ihem from their highnesses 
talih's Ifn'.v n-,ii( !i 'ncdical journ;il- ;itr '!.> ntselves 
to bluinu for this condition of alluiib wiU be a mut- 
ter for the assoriatioo to investigate. As far as (his 
journal is individually concerned, it ia entirely in- 
dcpcudc'ol of ibe paironsge of \\\mt cormoraatft, 
and, once for all. would respectfully give them to so 
understand. While it iJolicits support for its adver- 
lising depurlweul, it maiutaius that it i;ires full 
value for the face of its card rates, nnd is, tlu'refrire, 
UDder uo ohlii;alioji to either ndvel ti^i^g ngeuts or 
advertisorp, further than such as tacitly e.%ists be- 
tween h(»norable business men. Its subscription 
list is fcuQicicnily large to carry the publlcatKui 
handsomely alnng; but even if it wrre not, if would 
frooucr suspend its issue tiian submit to the 
insolence and arrogance of agents of, for Instaiice, 
the E. Duncan 8ni(T« n t} pc. Wl rmnot believe 
ibat reputable buiiincss rirnts are fully cogDizant of 
the maooer in which this class of agents seek to deal 
wilJi medical jouriial publishers. They i^ain noth- 
ing by dealing wilb ibis cia^s of middle uien, aud wc 
feel convinced that if publishers were to unite In an 
cxpi e^sion of opinion in regard to the conduct and 
bearing of these geutlemca, the advertiser would 
elect to deal immediately rather than mediately with 
the journals. 

Abtitictat. Ii,i.irsTRATioi?8 ov Pkrcussion 

SotjNifS - -T)r. Austin Flint, in tht ( oursie of an in- 
teresting &cri<^ of lectures delivered before the Fbda- 
delphia County Medical Society on *' The Physical 

Rlxploration of the f.ungs by M* aiis of Auscultation 
and Pcrcusition," and published in tbc Medical 
News, gave a unique llhistration of the soimds olj. 
taincd by i>ercussi()ii. He rmpS'iycfl for the purpose 
a loaf of brcud out nf which lie elicited the sounds 
peculiar to the various iKUli.iioiiicid chani^ivs occur- 
ring in the lunir ti-.-uc. The normal vesicular n so- 
nnnce Is reproduced in the tuppinj^ of a loaf of [;ot«d 
bread, liy soaking the louf iu water aud thus tiUiug 



up the inter-tioes we simulate pulmonary eedema, 

and gel the (lit soun<l. If the I'l^ 'i jiiion of water 
be not complete we get dullucsui prop(U liuoed lo tbo 
degree of absorption. By subelituting n solution of 
gelatine for water and allowing liie bread to remain 
in it until the gehitine lias congealed, wc gel a aound 
analogous to that occurring in the solidificiiiinn of 
pneumonia, lly intnxlriciiig a solid sulistanci' into 
the loaf we may by percussion elicit the sounds 
brouiiht ont in deep solidifleation. T) nipaiiitic re- 
sonance within a circumscribrd «p;Ke is illusirated 
by excavating a portion of tbc center of the loaf, 
leavin;{ only the cru<«t eoverlnir. By iromenlug the 
loaf for a few moments in water, the tyin|iuuitic 
resonance is brougbt inti* contrast with tl itm s-t in 
percussion. Circumscribed Uufness may be shown 
by filling the sp4M!e which gave the tym'>aniiic re- 
soTianee with some solid rnalerial. as dough con- 
taining no air. for iniitan':e. 

The illustrate the vetticulo^tympanilic reaonnnoo 
remove from a !oaf of I)r«!ad by means of a hoUow 
C) Under longitudinal sections in one ludf of (he loaf. 
Tliese spaces yield a tympanitic resonance an<l tlie 
portions of bn ad 'A fiich remain ijlvc the vesicular 
^ouud. Tbe (ympanilic quality aud pitch will cor- 
res|K>nd with the number of longiludiofti seeiionsre- 
m«tved. 

The device is very ingenious and will prove vtjry 
helpful to the sludenl and tyro. 

A 6it»MUTUic H.\iK DvB.— As long as vanity ex- 
ists as an clement of human nature, so long will 

there be a d< maiid for hair clyes. even tbousb the 
evils attendant on the use of tliO'ic generally sold 
were familiar to all. An innocuous hair dye is a de- 
sideratum. A. Naquet in a recent mimlK-r ctf the 
Moniteur Seientilique claims lo luive supplied it. 
Tltc following la hi::! working formula: 

Dissolve 100 parts of bismuth (ihe metalf) in the 
smallest possible quantity of or l-'riry niliic nri;] 
(about 2tlO parts). To Ibia liquor add a solution of 
75 parts of tartaric acid in water and than a rather 
ct.ii.siiti-r.ililr qijuntv of water to ensiir-; crimplctr' 
precipitation. The whole is then thrown upuu a 
filter and the residue washed with water until the 
washings arc no longer acid. Tlie magma left on 
the filter is then put into a dish and solution of 
ammonia grndunlly stirred In until all ii dissolved. 
The magnni d< • IV. '1 t.-ntu \ \ kilograms of bi-tmuth 
wiH require 0 8 or U 9 litre of ammonia. To this 
liquor is added 75 parts of hyposulphite of so<la hi 
powder, and when the salt, is dissolved the prrjduct 
is filtered and put into b<Uii( s. In this stale it ia 
ready (or sending into commerce, but it is of ad- 
vantage to add 1 or 2 per cent, of glytreriue; no ad- 
dition Of ;il<-~.!;(>l is :"'"-<--aiy • The liq'iid so 
pre|i4ircd would contain :il)oui .* per cent, <if bis 
niuth. It may be further diluted with water if de- 
sired. 

Tlie hair or beard wbcu saliuated with Ihi^ litjuid 
acquires after five or kix liouri» a deep fhcftnut 

{■olor. Upon wasliiiif^ the hair tlii-* co'iu' (lisa['pc.irs, 
giving place to a delicate tlaxcn color, liy repeat. 
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the operation dtiily a stage i'J arrivri ut wheu, after 
piiwiiiK tbrougU all tku iutennt'diuU' sUaUtiH, Ihi; 

deep cbMtttttt color remiUns perrisleot. 

— ^ — _ 

Akatomicaij AlATEttfAk.— W« undursUnd there j 

•ftt piirtiei at Lsasiag iuteot on the practical aboli | 

tion of the Aiiatoniy Act which has Ixjcn in opera \ 

ttoa ill \Xk\ii titHic 8iuce the lust a.->>aioa of ihc k-^islii ^ 

ture. It i$ diftlciili to rt'<rarrt the machinations «»f ' 

•tich IJK'ddltTs witli CHiupo-iuii!. The prcst nl Ansi- , 
tomy Act hits workt tl udininibly, and has t tlci tu;dly 

remiivcd tht- rieci ii&iiy ot ihc l>udy snalcliint; wliiih j 
.•<cai.dali/'.-d tne prufesision and instituliooiii of !• am- 

ing Iti'fdrc ii^- tiinrtiiu-ni. The only ol>ji-tti">i', wliiih : 

we huve liCiiid sis Lxitug urged to sixuro iU ri-|Kid : 

the fact that it diiicriitiiDates betwvco the poor and | 

riuli; tlirtt simply In ( iiiisc a n>'\n in poni imd 
without fiitudo liis bod^ is giveu to the dijvefctini; . 
tabtf. Such iirarumciil \i iU'iti&fjogisni. pun; and un- j 
a'K'VOil, itii'l -siiniilc l;K.t ihul it. i>? iiri;*<l is a ri: 
lltxtiou ou thu iatoiii>:em;u uf the peopk' ut xMi'i cum- . 
monwcalili. TLc cxisiin); Act pcrmita of an | 
aliui.iiaut >i:]ii)Iy o) nmiiri.il for <n\\ riilK :'«'s. and 
Ibttl too without viidcnic to llic fctimjis <»f .my. II , 
Ihc crliniual or the pnupcr who hns brm -upixir iwl [ 
by the state Ie»vc>i !> Inml hiiu any iLlalivc who may 
dc'hi'i' hi" rcmni'.H. all that «u* h r( l n:i>ii iitfii do is 
ti> i>rr>Liit iii-i cliiiin. Thv' |)rivil>;c whidi a 
"I'lif!]!!" iniirltt r\i:r< i-i- \va< al tiid root of luu'-h 
tlic i> >(ly >ir);i'i iiWiu' uliii-li llirivcii iiinlrr tin? oid 
n-LMino. A ■ li i' ml' ci.iihi licinaiid tile paiipf I'ft in- 
Icrmenl and ilms pti vt-ni tli*- <-oipse from IncuiniMf , 
!( !;!iiniat{; tiissi-rlisiL'' malfiial, only to pcrniil of llic .1 
6aui«; "frit'uds " rt^urrecliiig the remains and dis- | 
posing of them for a coasideraiioa. to those to whom > 
tht-y arc au ah>olutf nt'iv s^ity. Wu sinci.Tc]y hope 
thai aLtempLi^ to liukcr llie prcseol Aualoiuy Act j 
may meet with signal defeat. | 

Fatty llEAkT.— The Irtqucncy of oec^ily for , 
the tiae of atuestlietica makes quick and ready meaos | 

for dctt'clion of fally d' u ri ration of the htMrl lie ' 
atrable. It must be nuylhiug but pleasing for the j 
practitioner to find post mortem that he baa ex- | 
hihilcd chhuuform or etlif r, i r :\\\\ df ilie aaii'iilhet- ! 
ica to u paiieoi whose heart already aeriuusiy \ 
wcalteoed by fatty transformation of its muscular | 
structures. Dr. Sloffela, in the \Vien«T Mfd. Presse, 
baa given u» u j^ood Hynopsis of I ho signs by which | 
fatty heart may he recognized: Feeble and irregular | 
actum of the heart, peculiar softness of tlie iinpuli^c 
of the apex of heart a^rain^i the chest wall, di«Lanl. : 
iudistuut or niutlK-d valvular .^ounda and dyspna-a, j 
which cannot be explained by lesions of the lun;;!ior 
of the oaKliae valves, are the sii^ns which indicate 
with gri'ul ceitaiuty the presence of laity degenera- ' 
tioa. The ori);la of the trouble can always be 
irai cd tn some vice of mitrition; somelinus there is ' 
general auasuiia, boutetinte^ there is excess of tiuid 
in thi* pericardium Interferinf? by presaure with the i 
pr r -^v -if ini'ri'ioii m ! snoHjliiues tliere is atheroma 
of coronary artenes. The variouii pruparattoua of i 
icoQ Iwvc been most useful io the treatment of the ^ 



c!i«pnse. But the threat point is In recognize its 
pre$«.ncc and not iucreai^e Uie leodcucy to death by 
the careless exhibiii<m of aniEstbetica. 

Tkcatuent ok Dii'utuekitil: tjojiE Trboat. — 
As during an epidemic of scarlatina there la the 

prevaleni scarlatinal sore throat wilhovit other niani- 
fcjitatioQs of tho scarlatinal poiM>o, so d irtag the 
prevnIcDce of diphtheria there Is the unmistakable 

diphtheritic sore throat, with or without its "fdli- 
cular patch." whicii is capable of <*preadin,i,' even 
the true malignant affection. Such a son' throat 
has recently appeared in Edinbnr>;h and is made 
the suljjc*'t of u r<'p<»il bv Dr. .laniieson in the Kilin- 
bur^h Medical .ioiirnai fur Ikceiubur. lu iIh livaU 
ment Dr. Jamieson Itan found tho most marked 
licnr lit from ihc internal exliih lino i»f sa'ieylau' (d 
t>odii and lite frequent liK-al app>i« atiou of a bulutiou 
of boTo-glycerido in glyjJCTine. B»ro-glyccride, it 
m ay be iK t r-sary to :-:;iie. is a luixltiie ct (J j parts 
of bomcic acid in paru of ^iyccriue. Theglyc- 
erine must bit heated to a biirb temperature and the 
lunat ic ri< i<l slowly leiileil ( )a <-.nili!>ir lu'* inixtuic 
Itocumes a white crysstaiiine maii.s. U is a very pro- 
Qooneed anli^ieptic. 

(JuiAiUOi ouM L'ATA!»ii4oruiiis — Tiie paslyear hait 
iiecn ><is;na]ir.L>d by an UQU!4ti U nuaibsr of d^:atb« 
fr.i;i> r|iliiri>foi-n) a!i;'''iln'si:i \Vliil<' s'.ieli d-jaths 
avc oceasiuuady uuMVoidablc and sometimes occur 
withnttl premooitioa. wo cannot but rcgird tbia 
lUiU^ual frecpjency as evidence of ear<-|i'ssn''ss or 
iuMi'>r.ui<-e. li is note worthy that a considerable per* 
centai; ? ofcurred in tho dentist's chair, and this fact 
but stri,-n;'tlK'ns tlie snspiiiion of incompetency ou 111!* 
part of the party adnunisterill^' tht- amesthelie. With 
a Citreful re!;.ird to the conditi ms which .slionld oh 
tain in auch administration > i l< ::t^ would be less 
frrfpicnl It is a noloriods faei. hirwevi r. that 
familiarity with chloroform has bred much con- 
tempt for its dangers, and the deaths to which we 
hnve referred will not have In-en wholly tn vain if 
they shall succeed in arousing the profession ^itiat 
of dentistry included) to the fact that the king of 
anr>thf tir s haa not yet been shorn nf his terrors, 
but that tlie velvet paw but caoi^eaU Ihe murderouii 
clawa. 

— <b. . 

Hyperidrosis of thk H\si> am» Fkkt — This 
troublesome affection, often very reb:'llioiJs to treat- 
ment, is «aid to be eflectuaHy relievi'd by the follow- 
ing: 

Napthol 5 parts, 

(Jlvcerin 10 " 

Altdiol 100 " 

The affected pirts are to be moisteaed with this 

mixture twice daily and afterwards to be dusted 
eitber with pure starch or with a mixture of stnrc li 
and na;>hth<)i (two parts of Starch and 100 of iiaiHi 
tliol). 

In sweatiiif^ of the feel small |H-I!eis of antiseptic 
powder are to be dipped in tlie powder and placed 
between the toes. 
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Chamomile in Inpantilb Di.vuKnocA. — Dr. 
Ohriftlophcr EHintt, PhV'^irian to the Rrlfish IT.ispi- 
tal for Sick Children (Practitioner. Dec , imH). en- 
dones IUogier*s elaln fortb« great valiie of infution 

of chamomile in infnntil(> iliarrlui'i rnnnrrfod with 
deoUtioo, and iu which the stools arc many in num- 
ber, green In color, or are slimy aod Htrraked with 
bloorj, and ai rnii)}>;uii' 'l liy pain iind crump. He 
gitre« 3 ss- 1 j of the infusion to a child under one 
year, and douMe to quantity to a child over that 
a^f", jrtvlnir it thrco times u day or ofteiier, accord- 
ing to the wvcrily of the attac k He explatna the 
rationtitt of thia treatment by tho power which 
chamomile flowers possess of .sulxtuln;^ n dcx exolt- 
ability, a p-nver rfsiditiix iu tho vol>iUlo oil con- 
taini'd iti tlicm (irisun was unable to ictiini/.c, by 
mt>':itis of '■t.'v li: 1 I, a dcr ipita'.cd fro;; wliich had 
been fortilicd with a dose of cliriinoiniU- oil, nivJ 
tiM xiicnii whtn fi'tlux excit^ibility hud bctu arlilicial- 
ly produced by meana of Btrychaia, it could lie 
calmed again by chamomile oil. 

... ^ . — 

Tu iitu.vx A itioiD 08. — Ui'. lioirdmau Ku-vd 
(Medical and Surgical R(«pr»rler) callst attention to 
the dimuer of ciiusinv: rijiniiiy of tlif os liv the mm 
ploymeoi of ergot dunug the lir(>t t>tugvof labor, the 
phyaiolo^cnl netion of llic drust bein<^ to contract 
the circol ir iini-( iil;ir tilT.s iu iIk- niDrc ilcin 
thosf in tiu! futidiH. When rigidity exists indi'- 
pt ndually of cri/ot, he find^ the exhibition of opium 
and ebloTHl liydratc. inti-ni:i!ly. or morphia and 
atropi.i, hypod<;rmii:illy, to be pur cvcilk-iic*' tiic 
a^^cnis for its rcliff. Hl- preference to the 

combination of morpbiii and atropia, hypodermical- 
ly. lie faii'^ i'» L'ivc tlin qu:uitiliL'>i or proportion of 
these ali£aloidi). but we pr< i»ume he refers to their 
salt (the Bttlphale) and the usmtl proportion (one 
part tt!ropia to twenty of morphia), and wntild in- 
ject, say. morphiie Mulpli., gr. 1-6, and utropia- 
sulph.. gr. 1-120. Writers for the i^neral profes 
giuii should he definite in their statements in each 
matters. 



lAtCAI. TllEKAPKUTICa OK LiVKK Dl«EA«B.— Tlic 
Mediccil and Sttririf a! Uei)orter gives ii syn(»p!»i.H of 
the exi>erienec of IJr. F. Mo-ler, as publiiihcd in the 
0eat8che Med. Wochenschrift, in the introduction 
of water into the l»o\vcl (hy funnf l and tnlic'i fur i's 
action on the secretion of the liver, iie found that it 
augmented the percental^ of vraler in the bile and 
rcibii cii tile jiff-pfirtion of its vnlif! coni*tiluent!». 
Medii-iues, especially iuilicylie acid aud iUi «ails, a.<i 
well as iodide of pntasMum, thus given in solution 
have been recovered in I he l>ile. As a therapeutic 
meaisure these injections have iK'ea cliietiy employed 
in icterus cntarrhallsi. but tbey have latterly b^en re- 
sorted to with licnetit in oilier di-ciiscs of tlie liver, iis 
bepalitis, intcr«tiitial and suppuruti vc^and are su>;^eiii- 
e4in the case of gall-stones. In the latter condition 
the iQcrea<icd Oui*!ily of Uie bile must increasn its 
sulvont pro;K*rty and thus create a hope that the cai- 
culua may be dissolved. 



I Operation vt IfiCLiNATloif —Fifty years ago 
' ophthalniolncy wns not recognized as a specially 

I sod there were but four recognized methods of 
operating for cataract, as follows: Abaiaament, 
I adoptod hy Dtipnrtrrn; extraction, practiced by 

(Koux; and reclinaisou and broiement, resorted to by 
Other distlngniahed surgeons. La Revue Medicale 

tell-; U';: Onr d:i3' f>lil l.idy iiTc-micd iK r.^.df at 

I the clinic of Lisfrnuc. She had cataract and im- 
I ftisrlncd seiioos derangements of her bodily health. 

She had l)een imder tbe treatment of many huriretuis 
j and had acquired a peculiar fondness for tbe use of 
I technical term!). Blie spoke of having suffered from 
cephala'jiift. from antjinfi pectoris of the •i|d<', from 
borborygmi of the bowi-ls and f()rniiealions of llu; 
extremities, but she came to the clinic to bo treated 
fftr her even. Lisfranc ex;tmu.) d her and remarked: 
" .My flood woman, you have alretidy b< eti j>perated 
j upouV" ' Yt'!*, sir; two opcralious, Dupuytreu 
I operated by amusement and Roux by distraction." 
I "Vt ry we!l."s:iid l.t»f":i'K-, " ^ilK■e nniiiscment imd 
' distraction liavc not restored your jiigbt we will now 
operate by inclination. *' 

! 

r 

Haik \Va!SU.— The .Medical liulii-lin sav^ the I'ol- 
lowiojic will I»e found very efficacious, slis^htly atlm* 

ulatilii; ;i:m1 cle insinL^ to tliC SCalp: 

\\ I'otassil iodidi 

Pulv. sotlil bilioralis.*. 

.Kqiiw amuionifC, 

Tr. lyttoj ves ;i i 5 i**t 

(M. rosmarin! : ij. 

I ()1. myris(ir;e 5 U- 

' Aq. cologoiensifl. ............ . Ujv. 

I 01. macidis Jias. 

I Aqua>. ........... 4 Oviij. 



BoRiCic Aciu IN THB TKR.vrHK\r or iioiui. — A 
writer in the Journal de Med. de Paris commends 
the use of boraeic acid as an abortive application to 
boils claiming that it relieves the pain and causes 
the disappearance of the swelling in three or four 
days. HiH inelhoil i-i to apply in the form of an 
ointment niiide by rubbing up four parU of finely 
powdered boracic acid and one half part of benxoic 
acid with twenty parts of vawline. 



' lb II lialb no tuiy uke a womuu scornotl. Some- 
, bmly refioried that sijtter Sawtelle. of the Medlco- 

l.ii' 1 it\ .T iiini:i!. hail ^rl•'■\n winr) in her w(;rk in 
I connection with the VVouieu's Med ic;il College, San 
I Francisco. Our estimable sister advises that man 
: to "pill an iron pol upon liis head, as IJiooks in 
j the iHumte chamber advu$e<i Sumner to do ju^i before 

the war of the relielliou, to pruteet his skull while 

Hroi)k>* enforced lii!« aijiiiiiieLt with ins cane." 

Despatches from Ute Paciiic tilopo will, fur some 
I time, be awaited with interest. 
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A religions contemporary nsvlvea (he powerful 

appeal made to tlie wxlon some years ago, for bcllcr 
veotilntioa. After iudieuliug the lielero^enuous 
oompositlon of the a(mo«ph«rc of an ill wntilated 

cliurt-li after fiOO meu, women and cliildren 'suin 
Willi bail brcitis, sum fwcry. sum scroflus :iDd ^^um 
not over clean," have respired and irnni-ptnMl in 
it for fiflfcn niinulcs. Ii<! uppcilH to tl.c si xlun's 
Si.nsL' of right ;iii<! hni'ianity, touchiogiy as follows: 

"I put it to your koiisbeoa. 
Are ia the same to us oa milk to babies. 
Or water is to rt>h. or pciulhims to tlox, j 
Or rootd and bairbs uu(o au Jnjuo doctor. 
Or little pills unto an ommopatb. 
Or boizc to gurls. Are is fur us to brcllie. 
Wbat Ktgniiica wbo proicbcs if i can't brctbet i 
Wbat'aPol? What'a Pollus toalnnenwboare dcd? | 
Dod for want of brcth?" 

TbeHedIc.i1 Rulletin complains that it had lind a 
stenographer^ rf'pnrt of two 1*Tliirc-t by Austin . 
Flint, Sr., M 1>., mafic and pul in type at consider- \ 
able esprase, but found out just before ^oing to 
press (liiit MessrH. Henry V. Lea's Son it Co. had 
obtained a copyright un the le^tureii. It iudignuut 
ly asks "what right or by wbat authority has a pub- 
lisliing lirm to phue a copyright on le ctures delivi.rcit \ 
before, and at ilic expt'ose of the I'biladviphia 
Cottnly Medical Society f* "Wo prrsome Dr. Flint 
could answer tids ipn stion to the f^ali- fnetinn of our 
contemjKjrfiry. Tiic lectures were Lis uud he 
posed of them in the fame manner and on flittiilur 
conditions to those* on which the pliysician .^ells his j 
pre.sori|)li<ii)>», ik^I to be repeated without perniis^iiju 
of the author— which permission Altsors.. I-.ea A. Co. . 
doubtless paid for and secured. j 

Pasteur has bad placed at Ids di-^posu"; i m n ap. , 
proprialion of 50,000 francs (.$10.00ii), by the French I 
Uiuiiitcr of Agriculture, lu 1880 and IKsi similar ' 
sums were granted the illustrioufi savant, the bril- I 
linncy nf who«} success in previous investiT tf i •n'^ 
upon the coulugious Uii»etues of auiiouU removed uU 
obstacles to the present appropriation. May it ena- 
Mo liiiii lo iTiinliii 1 us to the proniifrd land, in (Ik; 
mutter of the discuses of the human flesh, which we , 
have faintly discerned from the Plsgah heights lo | 
which previous experiments on animals have led us. ; 

The U. S, Treiwiiry Department has decided that ! 

a wet nurse is a laborer. The question arose in ooo* j 
ncclioa wUb a female Monirolitm who was taken to 

taslt, under ttie Cliinesc Itnniigralion Act, for sm-k ] 
ling a Caucasian infant iu this country. Having dc 

cided I hat wet-nur^lng Is lalwr, it would have been t 

interesting had the dapartment li.ved its species. It | 
l.sn'l mental nor nrtriii d. nni do. ^ ii come prop- rly 

under that utiH r divivinu ot Ial)^r peculiar to the | 

female. What kind of labor is it? • ! 

Dr. O. W. riolmes has been credited with some | 

ratlier odd sayin:;s recently, ilere i'J the last : -'An ' 
old woiuHu wito kuows bow lo muku u pouliicc and - 
bow to put it on, and does it txtto, cito, jueun'h, just I 



when and whera it is wanted, is better — a thousand 

ttmi s hi rtcr in m in y ( .i - — than a staring patholo- 
gist who c.vpiort H, ttuiinps and doubts aud gues^ 
and tells his patient he will be better to-morrow, and 

S I L-'if - home to fumble l.:- 'i i, tv-i < v. r and make 
«jut a didgoosis." Dr. Holmes a poet and as 
such lakes license. 

Tlie Metliral Record 0|)eas the uew year with & 
larger sheet and more of them, and with not the 
i!]i::Ii;t r a', tlemenl in the energy or ability which 
iMaaiwHys characterized its coulcuts. Il will ia 
future aim to further establish its character as a 
medi< :i! n' -i^aper. Competition is tlic soul of 
journalism as it in of^trtide, aud thu reciui re- 
vival among our ettsiern medical weeklies has re- 
dounded to the benefit of the profession. 

The worst blow yet aimed at (lie mcdicil profes- 
sion is that by a southern legislator who introduced 
a hill providing for the inx riptiou of the n;kUie 
of the decedeaCs physiciaa on his tombstone. This 
alteni!>f ''i remove the practitioner's grejiif'st mn- 
solation ^itie friendly coveriu^ of his mistakes by 
mother earth) should be stverely frowned down. 
We iiave much to endure, but the line must be 
drawn .sfjnjewfiere. 

Pereical: "It is the characteristic of a wi<e man to 
act on determinate principles; and of a i;ood man to 
be ii-sured that they are conl'omiatde lo rectitude 
and virtue. Tlie relations in which a phy '' fan 
stand-i to his palicnt», lo his brcllueu and to the 
public, arc complicated and multifarious, invulving 
much knowlciigc of humau nature and extensive 
moral duties." 

Dr. Kiugsley, l*. b. A., suggests a novel method 
of removing insects from the ear. Re accidentally 
iiiscovered that by holding a lighted candle near the 
ear tiie iu«ect would at once of its own will cumc 
forth, provided always, wc suppose, il has not be- 
come imbedded In the cerumen. 

Dr. Haghlings Jacksou, in a recent address, saye 

tliaf too much sjx'ci ili-ni in fcrirbing tends to pro 
duce prigs rather than practiiicners. Webster de- 
flnes a prig as a \mri, conceited, saucy, pragmatical 
fc!!o-,v But Dr. .Inckson is au Englishman, and 
speaks of Kng.ishuiea, and our bpeeialisls will dra\f 
what consolation they can from this fact. 

Tlie Minister of Public Instruction, of Franc e, pro 

pose? the creation of a new degn e in medicine — 
Dttctorof the Medical Science-— to bt- conferred ouly 
on those wbo have t;iven proof rtf ibeir fitness for il by 
tlie prt.s.>^ai:e f>f a more lboro'i::li i xaiuinadnn than that 
rcpiired for the deLMce of |> < i'iv .if Mniii i.'ic. The 
pr<>p>;>itio:i duts not si cm to meet will* favor, us it 
should not. Italhcr create a lower <legrce and make 
the rcquin^ments for the old one more rigid. 

The M-i!Hlilv l{evie%v of .Midicine and Pharmacy 
will hcr.aitcr appear under the untqae titio of 
Quiuologi^t. It seems to tis that DestiXNQttiiiolngiet 
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would have been more appropriate; it would certain- 
]y have been mon descrlptiYe of the niwion of Its 
predecessor. 

The Maryl.ind Medical Jonnnil Ins reorganized 
and eoUrged ila staff. It now has flticcn editors, of 
whom Dr. Ashlej b chief. We extend our heart- 
felt empathies to oor afflicted brother, 

Mureblson says Hi il whi-ri ak'nhnl infnxiratM n 
tjpiioid fever patient the fact indicates his convales- 
O0ncc 

— . ^ — . - 

A Maotai. or HWTOl<oaT. Edlt»d and prepared by TbomM 
E. SAtt<?iihwalte. M. D.. Frofeaaor ot HiitotoKical and 
PatholoRlcal An&tomy In th« Hew Tork Pbrt-Oraduate 

Medk ul <" 1 t i,'«; Palholo«Ut t'j the SI. Lube'a and I'resby- 
U'rliiii HiKpitaU, t-tc In association wUh Dru. Thos. 
DwUthi,J. Collin Will ren. Win. 1 Whuiiey, Clannoa Ji 
Bloke »na l'. H. \Villiaiii!<. of Ooi>luti; Dr, J. Henry C. 
8irno«, of Philftdelpliia; Dr. F. Westtbrook. of lim ililyii. 
and Dm. B. C. Wwidt. Abraham Mayer. R. W. Amidon, 
A. B. B^UflMM, W. It Birds ill, I). U. Deiavan.C. L. Dana 
and W. H. FM«v, oC New York. Second edition, enlaqced 
and revtMd. Gontainingtwo hundrad and two ItkHtiatlons, 
wUh an appt-ndlx. 

New York: Wui. Wood ft On. 

Detroit: Jdin Wiilyoonic. 

The appearance of the second edition of lhi:i book 
SO soon after the tlrst is quite suggestive, but if in 
the multitude of conaael tb«re i» wisdom, this early 

appeanirice of tlie secni'l p-lition is nn!v a natural 
aequeoce. Tlie array of authors isu fonnidable one, 
aud if their names ba^e not been placed on the title 
paac for mere effect, the coiubiii' i i fT rt? of sucIj u 
staff must be productive of rebulls rarely witnessed 
in a book. An examinaUon of the Imok reveals each 
nan to have iKjen a worker, and one's anlicipations 
arc fuHy lealiml. In the first part, Dr. Satter- 
tUwaile h'ls worked alone, and he contributes chap- 
ters, respectively, on Materials Uvquisite for Histolo- 
gical Work, Methods for Preparing Microscopic 
Objects, The Ulood. Epithelium, The Connective 
Subatanoe Oroup. The Teeth, Qenerat Histology of 
IIjp Ncrvnu^i Sy -tcm In parts 2 and titf col- 
laborators appear. l>r. Dwighl contrilmting a chap- 
ter on Muscular Fibre; Dr. Wendt chapters on The 
Blood YcHsels. The .^limpntary Cmal. Trinary E.x- 
cretory Passages, and The ^Salivary Ulauds; Dr. 
Birdsall. on The Lymphatic System; Dr. Mnyer, on 
The LiviT and Biliary Apparatus, and The Kidney; 
Dr. dimes, oo The Male Organ-s of Geiierntioti, and 
Tlie Female Orptns of Generation; Dr. Westbronk, 
on Tlx; ItLSjiiratory Trai t; Dr. Uxbiti.'^iin. on Tlie 
Skin; Dr. Amidon. on Ttiu Central Nervous t^y»tcm; 
Dr. WiHiiim."*, on Tlie Eye; Dr. Dclavan. on The 
Na<;al Ko:-.s;r, Pharynx and Tonsils, mid Tlic Mouth 
and Tunijuc; Dr. Dana, on The bplci'n, Pancreas, 
TUymui, Thyroid and PuumI Ohnd«. ami Piiiiit .ry 
Kody; Dr. Wanen, oo The Tinck Cutis Vera; Drs. 
Whii'u-y and Itluke, ou ThuEtr;and Drs. Portur 
and Wcndt, ou The Mammary Gluud. This allot- 
ment of fiubjects has been roost Judicious, the writers 
1 ;uh I'cinp known in connection with them. The 
editor is entitled to great credit for reducing to 



homogeneity the heterogeneous styles which must 
have been presented to him by this variety of 
writers. The ^orli is one which we do not hesitate 
to commend to any render desiring to direot hi* 
thouglit or gtudiee in ihia direction. It coolaitia 470 
pages, but is not prolix. 

A (U'ir>E TO TiteiriAi>Ki < a a Matkria Mki»i«:a. Uy itobert 
Karqiiharson, M. P.. lidln , F. U. C. P , Lond , lJ^tt^ Lec- 
turer on Materia Medica al St. ilary'H lio.«pitaI Mudicai 
School, fte. Tlilrd American e lition. Eiiiiir(ce<l and 
adapted to tbe U. CL PbarmaiH^la by Frank Woodbunr, 
H. D., FlijfMlefao to the Oenuin Hospital, Ftilladelpliia. 

Ptatladelpfaia: Heniy C. Lea's 8oB & Clo<. 

Detroit: Jolia Wlllrouov. 

This is a book of 600 odd pages, small 8 vo. It 
opens with atf introduction in which are discussed 
the various methods of administering drug.s, general 
rules for prescribing, instructions in prescription* 
writing and Other matters of general interest, in* 
eluding a ciirsory consideration of general therappu 
ties. The maleri i mcdica part of the work is i oa- 
cise to a brevity which interferes with clearness, and 
it is but a very imlelbiite "guide'" in this particular. 
In the miitleruf therui>eutici<,it ij. ho we ver,a remark- 
ably valuable little book, and is«o excullenl guide to 
tlie -^ricntitlc tn - I'mciif of disease. Its arrangement is 
admirable indeed. Tins porliou is printed iu double 
columns, in the first of which is contained a state- 
njent of the physiological ellei.t& of the drug; iu the 
secuud column we have I he therapeutic applica- 
tions as they are suggested by these known pliyeio- 
logical effects. The sludeiit is thus able at R glance 
not only to learn the tiicrapeuiic properties of tlie 
drug as these are given in ordinary works, but he 
is naturally initialed into the taliuuale of its aeti«in, 
and that too with the mimimum amouut of effort on 
his part. The only criticism wc have to offer on 
thiafeatiirt (jI the book applies to its brevity. A 
comprehen.-ivc in nlise arranged on its plan would 
be extremely valuable. Until such a treatise is pre- 
pared, the book before us is to be commended, with- 
out rcstTVf, to both the undergraduate jiii ! to the 
practitioner. It i» quite replete v\iU( ftirmulce, 
which are also largely base<i on the phyaioJo;;icMl 
properties of the drugs entering into tbum. 

McmoalSuctiucitt: A Practical Treatide on tbe AppU- 
naUoaa t>r Blectrleity to Medicine and Surnkry. Ilj 

H<>li>its Bartholmv, A M.. M. D., \A.. D., tWtwxor of 
Miit'-i i,a .tlHiiii-ii iiiid (i.-neral ThiT;i|>t iitiL> in Ihu Jrffcr!ii>n 
M.'ilical Oillf;;"' of l'lrl:iil"i)i|'.irt, etc. S.coiid <'«liti<iD. 
Kr>ljirs(!<3 Aud inipri>vc-i, \« uh out* hiiti<lrvi1 aud uiue Ulua- 
iraiiDus 

Philadelphttt: Kt> nry C. Liea'a buu Co. 
Detroit: Jobn WiUjroune. 

This book is especially su( h a one as llie incilicat 
student, or the prai 'if ini i i w! .> fUiriuij Ins .'^tudeut 
Ciireer did not give inu> ii atienliun lu ekdruiiy, 
AvitI find useful. It was written for ilio use of tbis 
class in pariicLilar, the autli(»r assiuniii!,' ini i iiUre 
unttcquaioiuuce w th the eleuienlJs of lue sui>j<-( i as 
tlie point of departure. Dr. Hartbolow's reputation 
as a tea( fu r needs not to be urittrn n\\ wMIe as a 
writer he b not widely or favorably known. A 
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ci>mbiD»ti(in of llic ijualitics necessary to tUe sue- 
tH.-8HfuI teacher mid writer is nil that is required to 
produce a book of llio aiin of thiil liffore ih and it 
i» buHlciuQt to say lhat Ihu author's repiiouiou has 
* in no wiw suflkred by tbe iaue of this work. The re 
w no bettor work for the commencing ^tinli :,t 
eluvlricity iu iU appliCHliuu tu medicine, uml iis 
study wtll qualify one for all ordinary demanda for 
'III use of thi>< ;i,i;eiil in 4?enerul practice. Tlir sim- 
plicity and luciduess of ittt style will, uiorcuver, 
|)rovc attractive to many who have been deterred by 
the iilistru.i^ciu md volume of other works on 
electricity, from giving the subject the attention 
which it demands from tbe general practitioner. 



Detroit Medical Col li'so— Clinical Remarks 
upOB EHlarf etnent of tli« Prostate €ilaa4. 

BY B. O. WAUtKR, M. D,, PBOVBMOR OV OBVHOPKDIC 
8UB0BBT. OEBITO UB1KABT DI8BABB0. 

A»n CLINICAL srnoKuv. 

Qbnti-RMKn— Tlic follinving cft«e is ilUistrativp of 
many »ucb, that you will meet with iu y<iur career 
an pbysiciaoe: 

This patient .John B.. Irinhmau, aged 7:1 pn nl<5 
faira&elf to day fur treatment uf a ditUcully which he 
designates, "troub'ein passinf^ his water," and states 
liiut it luis fxMcil fur fif!(-cn ycar'^ ITr- f\T< ni tired 
liiat Ue was culled upon to rijsc earlier than usual to 
urinate; this condition has continued, gradually 
growing worse until at present lie frequently gel.s up 
half a dozen limes during the uigbt to pass his 
urine, attended wttii some pain just after the act. 
He further states that during the day he urinates 
more frequently than formerly, and often right 
after, there is an urgent desire to urinate again. 

I will here elucidate to you what 1 8U9|)ect is the 
nmtler with this man, by asking him to uriiuite in 
this vessel, which he has done, and 1 should pie- 
Bttine the ({uantity measures about four ounces. I 
will now introduce a number 8 English velvet eyed, 
soft rubl)cr catheter with the opening at the end, and 
you observe that we have drawn off fully a plat 
more of urine, showing eonclu.sivel)' t^iat this man 
\% uaabte to empty his bladder, and that ho is ml- 
ferinir from Interference with urinary flow ^rom 
prostaiie ■ 1 1 w li. n. Interference with urinary 
(low, u due to uther causes than prostatic colargu- 
ment, namely, acuto inflammatory engorgement of 
the mucus membrane of the urethra, .stricture, and 
stone in the bladder. The hrsl occurs usually be- 
fore tbe a^s^vd of twenty.flve; the second between 
twenty live and tlfly years: and stone may occur ul 
any period uf life, while prostatic cmlargemetit 
takes place between the ages of Hfty and ii.cveuiy 
yeara. Bxcludlog stone, we can safely conclude from 
the age of our patient just what may be the cause of 
iulurfcrence with urinary tiow, Thci-c fads re- 
membered, will aid you materially in making out a 
diagnosis in these ihr*"^. 

liectal examination by the finger aids us still 



I further in the diagnosis of Ibis man's difHculty. the 
I prostate presenting as it does, a large globular feel. 

The pro-,tate gland, by the way, \^ a mis- 
nomer, for it is not iitrictly 8p<wkiDg a Ml^^id, 
I but a muscle, possessing purely a genital function, 

that of ejnf ulfi'ing the M'men as it nmir-; fi 'in the 
ejtjcultttory ducts through the lloor of the prostatic 
I urethra. 

Til. j v -^t it • (!( I- not p(w-e.ss any function until 
after the age of puberty, when it becomes rapidly 
I developed at that period. Ita shape resembles that 
' of a chestnut, consisting of two lateml lobe*, iim 
. three, as has been supposed. 

I The apcjt of the prostate Is direct"d forward and 
surrounds the neck of the bladder mh I :hefint part 

■ of the un.'thra, which runs through its upper por- 
tion usually. It weigh.s about half an ouhce, with 
the following diumclers: length V^in., breadth 1i in. 

' and Ihif kru -i^ » in . euchwd in a fibrous capsule. The 
glandular portion of the pioslale coosista of a num- 
ber of small glands and ducts which open into the 

! prostatic urethra, .secretin_' a lil^iisli iniK Us, fi.r the 

I purpose of diluting the semen. The muscular por- 

I tlon consists of unstriped muscular flbres» and ita 
action is spasmodic, coincident with the yenetxsal 

; orgaam. 

i The enlargement of the prostate Is not a physio- 
logical but a i)alhologieal condition, and I am in 
I cUned to (he opinion if morephy.siologica'discnttion 
I was exercised, we would have fewer pathol(»gic »l 
i prostates. 

! Further than numerous hypotheses that h.ive be^ w 
offered, we have no kuowledge as to the caujc uf 
prostatic hypertrophy. The condition is nothing 
more f>r less than n fibroid tumor of the prostate, 

' similar to what wc liud in the uterus after middle 

: life, for the notcular tisane of both are anal(^ott9. 
The forms whieh this enlargement takes on arc 
various, depending upon which part of the organ is 
involved. Sometimes the enlargement Is spherical, 

'■ but more freipiently irregular, the posterior ractliau 
part is most frequently involved, giving to us the 
so-calfed" third lobe." 

The median enlargement may assume a pedonca- 

lated ten<lency. and act as a valve to tin i tjtlct. or 
lake ou a broad base, forming a bur ut the ueck of 
the bladder, a condition that exists in our patient, I 
have no doubt. 
Having arrivc<l at a dia^tinsis in this old man 
\ case, our next consi<leration is wh it shall ,vc do fur 
I him? Our knowledge uf the trealmeot in the w-«y 
j of cure in this cla.ss of casc.-^ is not as yet very satiy. 
I factory. We can only allay symptouH, and uiToid 
I comfort to our patients. No means thus far tt«e(l 
I have proven satisfactory in dimlniahlng tbe hyiier- 
' trophy. 

j The oirlier the treatment is begun In these casea 

of chronic retention of nrint the better, for the 
I longer the delay the greater liability to chronic cys- 
I tiUs, caused by the decomposition of the residuum 

of urine whirli is left uftiT t acb urination, 
i This mechanical obstruction to the outHow of 
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urine is bast relieved by llic catUutcr. oud the choice 
of ft CAtbeter is important, for wheo its um is 
once comnieiirt'il it will liave to be kept op, hikI 
it is quite di^^i ruble thai tlie calitel«r siiould be 
rl^ht and the \vmx lialile to do harm. The one 
1 liuve Just usf(i I (■oti>id<'r (lie proper tl>insr, as 
it is soft ami closiic Hud re iilily follows any irrega- 
lurity of tho chaniu'l tlirnui?)! tin- pro>«iatic ureitira. 
Bomi'timc'!^ yoti niity ini-i't with soins dtfflcnily ia 
iiUroduciis^ it I'Ul ilil i-4 lusily oVtTcome liv intro 
duduiJ wnliiu it a ^niull gum bougie or lilifortu 
guide, which can be wiihdravrn after the cAtbeter 
f iitiTs the liluflder. Now liiis procedure once ^*-\ n 
by the palieul \a tsuai'y done by liim fur tiis fulurv 
treatment. There are various cathetm used, matle 
of met.il tiud hardcne l rubber, which are valuable 
aud not tu Im) coodt-'Uiucd, ytl tlie one 1 sliow yuu 
i»mttch easier to Introduce and less )iabie to do 
liarrn in ini \pi rienccd Immls. 

Occftlioually yuU will meet with a casie of enhir^eil 
prostate in which the water passaf^ is temporarily 
closed, and in tlie agony and <letire to gel relief the 
patient fall^ into the Itands of some one who has not 
ihc proper instnimeut nor the skill to Introduce it 
properly, Hiul iu his efforts to effect an entrnnce into 
the bladder he ruptures the urcUira at the prostate. 
IjCtUng considerable bluod und *no uriae. A cam^ 
of this kind quite recently came under my 
observation, wherein all reaf^nn.iMc < ff-nt-, with all 
iiu: approved appliauct^ ut uiy conuiiaud. 1 failed to 
enter the* l>ladder, and I was forced to aspirste fnr 
three tlays, until the inflannnidiMn, thf* re.*ult of 
meddlusome catlieteriifaliau. bad !<ubsi*led, bufore 
any instrument could be inlrorlured. The urethra 
it often isubjeet to violent surgery, which ii u>iudly 
recovers from, but occasionally it is overdone atul 
the re!>ulis are diaatrous. Never use force in passi ng 
a catheter t)r sound of aisy kind, for you will suc- 
ceed much sooner by ^rentier manipulation. It is 
much bcUer to uspirate than to use undue force. We 
will adxise our patient to procure a soft rubber 
catheter and have him use it two or three times a 
day for Ihe prcM'ut. 

As I lutve already jircmised, we cannot expect to 
lOSSenthe bypertmpliy of this man's prostate by any 
means we may use. Vet it w ill do uo harm to give 
htm two or three grains of er^otine tljree times a 
dav, as the remedy has a i iTiain reputation for the 
lessoninj^ of lil>n>id tumois. Where cy«lili!* cxi.^t«. 
irriijaliou of ilie bli.dder with hoi water once a day 
will he found gmiefui. addini: to each pint of water 
n scruple or two "f >.dicyl:ite of ^■oda. 

Tlio aduiiuii»traUuii of iconic uf tiie aikiUiavs, to 
correct the acidity of the urine, is desirable, and the 
folio viti^ roruiula I have found as efficacious as 
aoyll'in^ I have used. 

If Fl. ext. uvau ur«l 

Fl. c.\t. bachii aa ♦ ss. 

Liq. potas9 3 ^. 

Syrup tolu, q. s |ij. 

M. S.— Teaspoon ful every three or four hours. 



I The^e ca^^ei* of clirooic cystitiij iu connection with 
ea1ar{!emcnt of the prostate are far from pleasant to 

; deal with, and it i«, therefore, essential to commoaoe 

\ the treatment of proslaliu obsiruclioa cdrly. " 

' Dr. Rcj^inaH Harrison, of fjundon, in a recent 

paper Hii<^'<r('st.>« ibe giaduul dil it ktitin of the pros- 
' latic un-ilna wilii properly shaped l>ui!)i)us F)ougies. 
' a method which ;.s worthy of trial, comiut; fn m the 
i source it divs. 



|Keport«d tur (lie Mbuicai. Aok ttjr J. K. Ariioi 1, Mrj licnl 
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, CLI.NH AI, LIvCTCUj; UV D.VMEL L.i FKRTk.. M. D , 
PROrKSSOIt Oir AttATOllY, OBTHOPOiDIC SUII- 
OR«y .\M> n INICAT. SITROKRr, 
MK'IIIOA.N CULLEUBOP 
HSmCINE. 

Here is a {centleman who baa suffered from an 

ischio rectal abscess. This iscbio-rectat abscca's is 
in the cellular tissue which surrounds the rectum, 
between it and the ischium. 'I'hcse abscesses are 
frequently the cause of fistula iu the anus. We> 
often find fistula in Ihu anus preceded by nb.scess in 
this region. These abscesses may be caused by k 
variety of troubles — oneof the m*)sl fruitful of which 
is coustipaiion of tiie bosv Is. In constipHtinn of ibe 
boweU eiumU particles of the fa^c^ become lodged 
in the folda of the rectum, where Ibey produce more 
<»r less irritation and by degn t -; p -nelnile through 
the rectum, beeonm lodged in the cellular tissue 
around the gut, where they not unfrequently an* a 
source of irritation and infl immition. as a result of 
which wc have pus formed which makes its way 
out in ihe netn^hborbood of the antis, anywhent t>e> 
tween one quarter of an inch and an inch imd one- 
half from the lower opeuiog of the rectum. The 
upper openioK of the flstulous tract is not unfre- 
(punily qni;e dillicult to find. It is in .i^ime « ii«cs 
situateil :i.iii>ve the iutcrnul sphincter, but moP' (re 
(pienlly between the two spliijicters of the bowel. 
There are comparatively few of these cases whose 
inii rnal opinintj cannot be located by ju ii' inii- and 
eureful probin;^. It is seldom higher than one inch 
abt»ve tho anus. This casr which I preiicnt to yr»u 
is i)f traumatic ori>;in. It mi^hl be firlir r vphilifrc 
or scrofulous: some cmscj* arise from soine source or 
raUM that we are not able to trace very directly. 

This mm. while alteinptiiii; to c-ouplc cars, was 
caught belweeu the draw-bars, one striking him 
anteriorly just above the pubes, and the 
«)ther posteriorly in l-.inibar refiou. 

The man was perfectly well before the nc' 
cideot, which caused severe inflammation iu the 
r HI of the perineum. The intlammatiou 
uficr a time ended in tlie formation of pus and 
opened near tbe median line of the perineum, just 
bock of the s<-rotum; not the usual place for flslulas 
to open. You will hod, as tiefore stated, in oases of 



Digitized by Google 



1 



fistula io ano that the outside opening ia from one- 

qiurtcr of au inch to an inrli from the vcr<?e 
of Uio anu9. You very seldoia find it at this 
distance aeen In thb ense ; it fs a Tery unuaual 
point ftir it to ojx n. When a fistulous opening 
exists at tUia point it it mostly <iuo to sonu; 
trouble wlih the arinaiy tract, but I have examined 
tlii< tniin Willi tlie sound and find no troultlc there; 
the urethra is j>crfectly free, there U no ol>st, u, lion ' 
we trace the whole trouble to a traumatic cause. 
Now. ihe qiuNtion comes up, la this a trifling ensef 
We answer no; it is a serious rnto and we may have 
some trouble to get it to heai. because we cut 
throui;h the transvers, pi rinel muscle which will 
spread ojMJn tlie incision and we can only ccf lira! 
log by granulation. We are going to cut open the 
space between the externa] and internal openings; 
we have Io take the-^e r hrinrrs- 

You notice he han no control over hia bowels; the 
fxccH, etc., make their exit at ibis paint. After we 
lay (Ills nprn we nviy hmc sumc trouble to get 
gruniiiuiion tiom the bottom and sides on account 
Of the abundance of cellular tissue which lies in this 
region and the perinel muscles which draw the 
edges apart. 

There is another little p'.int that you want to re 

membir in oper.it ions for fistula in ano. that is, that 
there is C4>n>iderabic sympathy between the iiin£T« 
ami the rectum. Where a person luw anv fanilFy 
'iisr iry or hini,' frouUie ami h .s a fi-r ila ij, ano most 
French surgeons will not cl.Ksu up the fis:ul:i; they 
allow It to remain m a kind of c .unier irriiaut. 

Not lotu-igo I r.prraliMl on a very muscular man 
who had a stricture of the urethra and tistnla of the 
anu?, whose family hi^lory was good and himself 
free fronj tubercular taint; that man did not rally 
very we!!; li. v.iwv to my oniie every day for three 
roonth.s. la liuii ii .slight hacking cough; today he is 
dying of consumption. When he flrat came to m« 
I could not discover nny trouble in llie lungs. This 
shows that thcru in some truth iu this theory 

Another point I wish to make Is this: The reason 
so many fail to f;cl .sucee.s-t in this opeRitton la be- 
cause they do not perform it properly. And I 
have learned from experience thai a great many 
fail ires come from improperly performed opera- 
tions. 

Where the fts ula hns existed for a. long time there 

isaccriniu am ( of carillagiuoas-luoking tissue 

forming tho wall, of tin- s.nne; this must be rlipi, -,1 
orcutoulin onkr to ulh>w grauulatiun from the 
bottom, itnil >iiM . I haveadopterl ihis plan Ibavi»faad 
no tr.inble in frrninv; i/iarnil;»tiohs and li, a;iiiLr f,oni 
the lioir. in ol the w..und. but without cuitiogawav 
this cartlla;$iaous ilsMue it Is Impo^aible to get heal 
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fistula and oiU of the anus, an- 1 then use a bistoury 
If the patient moves the Uugers are out of harm i 
way. 



.grm. 1 *-a iff, xxiij-xiT.) 



We will procccii to operale iiunn this ntnn. In 
opernthmH f»r tbH ft{|,d some sMrgeon.s pass the linger 
into Ihe reritim. while ilicy pus <-d a grooved director 
through the thmlH, In u.is w„y tlie .-urgeon is 
liable Io cut Ills finger if the patient moves, "a bet- 
ter plan is to pass a groove director through Ihe 



Trefttment of Diphtheria. * ' 

BV OR. C. WIKH8MA. SAMD CBKKK, WIS. 

I find iu the last volume of the Michigan Medical 
News fNn n> u report by Dr. Kolh (Deutsche 
Wocheuschrifi)io'whichhe states that ht- trmfed 
84 cases of diphtheria sw?cerefully by iIh- use of 
cynnid.. of mercury. li„,,s„f treatment or 

] storcotyptd formuiuj ire act alwavs to be depended 
I on. but they arc sometimes worthy a trial. 

I wil! L'ivr my treatment of 7S CBSes, Out of which 
I have Just but two First: 

^ Acidi carbol. pur. , 
8pt. vini rectif . , . 

Tr. persulph iron. 

Glycerine iiii grm. S (3 U ) 

M. b. Pencil the parts every three hours 
Sometimes I omit the per8uli)hafe (parUcularly in 
smaM rlnldren) and Mibstiiut-- tr. ferri chloridl. 

A preferable applicalioii in hm I ri.ildren. and 
parlicuhirly in aginu croupo^a et UipJitjuui'.ica is: 

9 Acidi hydrrichlor grm. 4 ( 3 i). 

Arpiii font 40 ( J j i^). 

M. !sig. For pf ru Hling. 
Internally giv.- the ful lowing- ; 

I? Potas8iichlorali»g..grm.i^-a-s (-r. xxx tu 3 ii) 

Acidi carbolici grm. ss. (-r vij.s) or-Icss 

'^'.'^■'•'''■'''fe grm. I (icr. xv.) 

Aqua'dest grm, 40 1 5 \\.) 

SyroonicisBUranlii.grm. « ( 3 ij > 

Si- A leiispoonful every hour for adult- 
child m proportion. 

Or. 

^ Quinine blsutph grm. 2 (gr. xxx ) 

Sacchar albi grm. 4 (J J.) 

D. Div. i:i partes No. vj 
Sig. One powder thtee times a duy. 

Sometimes 1 make a solution of quinine and 
I' HS.S i>ei manganaa. in a small dose. 

For pain, or want of sh-ep and restles-sness. giv.' 
narcoti. s. and iu deprc^ioa wino and somctimea 
«am|)lior. 

In iid<iition to the :ib,>vc I us,; i|k- coUi park to 
the lucli, changed lumrly, and to allay the thirst 
If e pills. ' 

TtHs tnalmeiit tnay not always nrov,.. saij.fjuiorv 

in ever) praclili.mer s httud.i. bui as I iik,. to bc iV 

from others I submit my mcthoti for them to con 
.•■i'lcr. 

The parting injunction of ono of mv fe.vhors 
Prof. P. A. W. .Mi;,Miil. of I'tn tht, was; "Be a 
student all your life if you would s»UCCCed," and "I 
kaow of DO more profitable study than the Moerl- 
eace of my bictbreu. 
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TtETOUT Yol u C.\sEs — The whole Is pqtml to (he 
9um of iU) pirts, and auy ultctiipt lo develop the 
whole without eomiiiBiicini; at the parts, incnairiiv 
Ibeir iiumt>er and impro%-ini»; tlioir quiilily. is an at- 
tempt in the wrong direction. The futilitj of any 
•uch iNvoedure is nowhere more appereot than in 
matters mtfticii!. Mciliclnc in so fur :ii it i« n 
Boieuce U made up of facts. Anything besides 
facta whidi eolera iaio it i« not of It, no maiter how 
iiiiiraalely asflociHii'il with it it may he. Theories 
may bMulify and adorn, and serve a. temporary pur- 
poee in a«<al«ting toward the proper pUcmg of facts 
in the fabric, but facts are the essentials to stability 
Wtd usefulnesi. Any system of medicine having 
Other foundation than ibis, is butlded on sand, and 
doomed to collapse Is it a fact thai an ioflnitesi- 
m;il tiose. of ft p.iriir tiliir druff rHtt-ves a pRrticiilar 
morbid coDclition, or lhai a iieroiu" doae of auother 
dniK relieves another morbid condition? It matters 
not how ibe<»e nro;r«i work lo ihc cml— wht-llicr Ihey 
do so in conformity with titis theory or that; tbe 
fact that th^ do tlieir work is the essential thtag. 
and it bcton^H in the nnt»lp fal)ric of medicine. If 
it cannot be accoromodiited with its theoretical 
hahiiimenls, strip it of thtsse and dx ft in Its place 
in all it«i natural beauty. 

The facts going to onoslitute medicine are de- 
rived fhim many souroea: ftom (Ussecting room, 
and morgue, and laboratory, and bedside. There 
arc busy earnest workers in all uf these, and all are 
digging from the great quarry of truth the in- 
daatructible material, facta. Wliile we would not 
pen a syllable which would offend or discourage a 
single one of these, we must declare that the contxi- 
boliaiiBfMinaoiiiBOlthiei&MBOiiitof prapoctloa to 



the immediate requirpment.s, Hiid the tendency is to 
the coualrucliou of nn edifice which is not symmetric- 
al. The.se contribiitiouH are chietly from the lab- 
oratories, and in tbe absence of contributions from the 
bed«ide, their iucorporaUon into tbe structure makes 
it Idpdfted. The way to mstore ajmnelty 
5s not to curtail the contributions from 
the laboratory but to increase the number of those 
from the b.4lside. There is a vast amount nt 
clinical matter going to waste which if it were 
properly utilized would vastly promote tbe interests 
of scienoe. It is wastefulness of the worst kind to 
throw yaluablo material in with the garha^e and 
thus facilitate its destruction. There is not a prac- 
titioner who sees a half a dozen eases a day. who 
might not or who actualljr docs not note a fact the 
record of which in n m«'dirrti joiirnal would not 
prove helpful to others. If this l>e so what t^ball we 
sty of tbe waslefhlnese of Uie pbydclan whose daily 
vi«irtn<^ list contains from twloB to Ax timet this 
Dumber of nain^7 

Report your eases if you wonid do your duty to 
your profesi-sion. This does not imply that every 
case should bo reported in full, but thai everything 
unusual should be eontrlboied to the ooromon fiind. 
Don't permit a hick of abiiiiy. or a lack of lime to 
drvss your facta In comely garb, to interfere with 
your reporting tbem. What the medical editor 
wants ia tbe fact. If it is so clad as to permit 
of its prpsenlation in public, he is merely re- 
lieved of the I Ask of clolhlng it, but he would 
nlberfisr tnive the naked fact that a ptofttSkMI Of 
fine apparel. It ia a part of bis busine'tt to prepare 
copy fur tbe printer, and with solid facts before him 
UatMkianiMlo ^Mjf Md ^ia .lite A Joy. En wOl 
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make no criticism oa the orihodraphy, syntax or 
pmaody of an artirl« which \n» in it the goo<]]y 
kernel 11 u! .T .lin Hunler o^ Dnpiiylren or ho^tn 
of other kern-eyc'd, Imt not profouinlly scholarly 
workers, refrained throufrh regard for grammatical 
eleganci.', from repnrling tin- facts which they noted, 
whnt Wdulii medicine have been to d ty? Tin- nitrely 
^roUi.Qded sentence and the polislied st|lt- arc very dc- 
•imhle accomplir^bmente but they are not the indis- 
pMuablca in medicine. 



DEFF.CTtTK Pr.PMiusG AND StcwKitAOK. — Decom- 
position nod the generation of noisome gnsoi are a 
purl of the plun of nature, but in thnt mnrvelous 
adiiptation of means to cuds which ciirir.u u rizes her 
workings throu^-hoiil. she hiisproytded for the utili- 
zation uf ilic eni.inatious p^i-rtn^tH tn uriinuil life, to 
the nourishment and growth f>t vegetable life. Tliis 
natttral provision will amply gaard aftainat the evils 
liable to flow from il' rrmipr.Nr'i di. if it he not frus- 
trated by artificial devices Wlieu these gatses, how- 
ever, are retarded In ttieir escape into space, or pa»i 
out from Tlie se it of their generation through the 
habitations of man. a lowering of vital re«i»(aDcc, 
deterioration of health or specific disease is the re- 
sult. Doubiless, much of the discas^e (»f modern life 
is directly due to this rnu'<«. In the country the 
dangers from ooifsome etUuvia are les^ than In cities, 
Iwcanse of the absence of sewenige and the direct 
oonnfftion, through waste pipes, between sewers 
and tlie 'nterior of dwellings, whioh obtains in the 
vast mnjorii) of ins^fances in city dwellings. The 
means of dispoMne of t rrrf fn in the country pormit, 
as a rule, of their derompositiou and the fcubser]ucnt 
oxidation after nature's appointed way. These 
means are. of coor^f. inipriieiicable in cities, and a 
system of sewerage i« devi.vcd to remove the evacua- 
tions of the inhabitants and other waste organic 
niritter In jioints where' flu y inav uts'l r.:.> decom- 
position without risk of its proiiucUi beiu^ respired. 
But the deotgh of our sewers falls woefally short In 
Its execution. They arc laden with matter which is 
ooostanlly undci^ingdecomposiUoo and Ihevllluvia 
from which Is constantly finding its way into our 
dwelliogR in spite of the "safety traps" and other 
devices interposed to prevent it. And not only doe.s 
sewer gas. so-CHlIed, arise to mingle with the air 
which we respire, but it is likewise a carrier of con- 
tagion, and m such very itfi. ii fru-ir.ties the best 
ap2>*^intcd efforts to prevent the spread of contagious 
diseases. In our city, at the present time, diphtheria 
and scarlatina sprc ,d from house to bmi^r in ■spite 
of the most stringent quarautiuc of dwellings con 
taining the disea.<ie. These are certainly not spon- 
tfuieinH (li'-ravi-si or diic to 1 1 1 *') infecl ioy . They are 
unmistakably coatHgiou:» d reuses and arc couimuui- 
cated by bacteria given oiF from the diseased sur- 
face; It matters not whether these bacteria are. 
per «e. the poison, or are simply the bearers of the 
' -poison from one child to another, the fact is prob- 
ably indisputable that they are the cause of . the 
spread of the diseaae. But how do they act as con- 



tagion crirriers under a rigid system of isolation? 
Through the sewers into which are thrown the oz- 

creta of the patient. This conclusion finds strong 
support in the progress of these diseases in this city 
this winter. It has been noted that the number of 
cases reported at the health office varies with the 
stale of the weather. During llie season of mild 
weather in December the report? showed upwards 
of 100 new cases a week of diphtheria alone. When 
a cold snap came on this number decreased onl3' to 
rise again when the weather once more becuuie tuild. 
Following the cold snap commeoclog on the 2l8t 
ult.. when the thermometer dropped to — 15"F , the 
new cases fell olT 50 per cent. The subsequcut mild 
weather has been attended with another Increaae. 
The frost impri'ioni f! fJif di-ejise germs Which werv 
liberated again w ith the thawing out. 

What Is the remedy against this spread of baeterin 
tlir.itJi^li niir M U( rs' Ventilation of the sewers. 
hny attempt keep sewer gas out of a house out of 
which a waste-pipe dWharges into a aewer, by 
means of traps, must always Ik; unsatisfactory. With 
a proper vcaiiiation of our city's sewers we believe 
that diphtheria and scarlatina-^usuHlty termed pre* 
venlable diseas-es — could lie confined to the housee 
where the}' first occur; but in the absence of such 
ventilation all attempts to that end must be uosatis- 
faotory. 



Ann Dyspfpsta — Tn a paper resd before the 
Manchester (Enulund) Medical Society, I>r. Mc- 
Xuu'.'ht claims, from experiments made on himself, 
that the acid which causes the irritati n in heart 
burn is hydrochloric acitU He analyzed matter 
obtained from his own stomach when he wet suffer- 
iiig from acidity and was thus led to the al)Ove con- 
elu!>iuriB. Ue further bhowed that the tendency of 
hydrodiloric acid is to prevent lactic fmnenietitMi, 

iujillic adduces thi< ndiIiiioii:d < videiicc that the 
acidity in add dyspepsia is not due to lactic acid. 

We are willing to concede the fact as above stated, 
but we repudiate the deductions. The author of the 
paper displays that unfamiliarity with this subject 
which Is at the root of the empirical and often mb- 
chievous treatment of acid dyspepsia by means of 
alkali^8. etc. This condition may be due either to 
an excess or a deficiency of hydrochloric acid, and 
the treatment differs accordingly. When hydro- 
chloric acid is deficieni the process of normal diges- 
tion gives place to fermeniation, in which lactic and 
butyric acids arc both generated. In the case of ex- 
r-f -ive s—ort'tion of hydrochloric ucid the isridity 
will be found tf) be greatc»t either before meals, and 
Is relieved by food, or immediately after roeale. 
In deficiency of this nt^rnml in'_'riM!ient nf the gas 
the yi\<x the food remains undigested and in from 
two to four hours after its ingestion, according to 
the naftiro of iIk' food, firiiiciitatioii and acidily 
supervene. In the latter case the eructations are 
not only acid but peculmyly irritating to the qesopfa* 
agu.s the existence of btij^ric««i4 being particulufy 
apparent to the taste. 
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In the treatment of earh nf tbew TMrleties of acid- 
ity. acid* are fo b.> pxliiliiled, Iml in nr intelligent 
maanor and ia ciiiiformity to the phyMnlngical law 
that aeld« ch^k actd sceretloa*. Tbe exbibiitoa of 
bydrorhlnric nrid in cnniSination with th^ simple 
bitter tonics one or two hours before ihchIs over- 
eomea to a degree the excitaliility of the gbtnds 
and Ibno nndcrs them Misfcpiitilc to the irri- 
talioa of the fotNl, the hitlers assistiiog, l>y their 
direct tonic action on tbe tissue, towarda perma> 
nent relief. When n dt-fu-ienry of hytlrochloric 
acid ia aecreted tliis aliouid be Ruppiied immediately 
after each meal. The acid giren at tbla time facili- 
tates dige-tioa and thus prevents that fermentation 
which nmnifenis its' If in laciio and butyric acid 
eructations. The joint exhibition of pepsin in anch 
caaea ^da in digeaiion. 



SPBOiFtr Trk\tmi?nt OK Tyriiofn Fkvkr — The 
dictum tltul tyi»hoi<l fever is n .sflf liiuiteti disease, 
and tbaiit eannol l>u cut Hhort in its course, is un- 
qf!e<;tinni'd iiU't nncjueslion ililc In ilif liiihr of our 
knowledge the pliyjiiciiiu who lay* claims to ""break- 
ing ap" entarlc fever, proclaims bimwif, in lioniely 
Siison. cither a kn ivf ur a fool. Doubtless a re- 
milleoi fever may t ikeou a tvpical type from tiie 
aheer exhaaHiina of atrength and cimaumption of 
or.: mil- ('i)nstiluent,s doe to proloogtid tieat, but thia 
ia not typhoid fever. 

The fact, however, that typhoid fever cannot Iw 
aborted, afTon!-. im nr^^umi nt for a quiet folding of 
the arms and trusting to tbe expectant plan of 
treatment, RO-called. This plan has been abutidant. 
ly weighed and found wanting. The bo.spital records 
of Qreat Britain and thisi continent ohow a perccnLa;;c 
of about 23 in upwards of 90.000 reported cai^es 
treated thus. .\ deith rate of m'*rethan one case in 
fivf is certainly too hii^h to justify a feelinij of satis- 
faction with the silnation. The averayo of the death- 
Mtc in thid country un ler the various plans of treat- 
mciit in vogue, is not h ilf -x^ great; but a loss of tea 
per cent. otill too heavy. 

In view of the above, anything new In the line of 
treatment r)f this <lisease is always in order, aii<l 
that. too. in spite of the volumes on tlie subject 
with which our libraries teem. The latest meihrid 
is th it aitvmicfil I.y Hr .T inn-- C Wilson, of Tliila- 
delpbia, who reports stixleeu cases ireat^-d by him in 
Jefffraon Medical College, and the Philadelphia 
liospital. Out of these sixteen typical cases of 
enteric fever not one resulted fatJilly. His plan is 
as follows: Rigid attealioa to all hygienic details. 
As 8'X>n as the syraptoms warrant a reaaonal>le sus- 
picion of the di-tcase. the paticut is put to bed 
and placed on a diet of milk, animal broths, jelly, 
and !«impl4 euatards in small quantities, and at iiiter- 
thIs of two or three hours. At iiiLrht give a 
dose of from 7i to 10 grains of calomel, 
and repeat every second evening until three, 
or. niri ly doses have been taken. If the 
ca»e has not come under obiiervaiiun until 
after the tABth day, one or at most two such 



doses of calomel will be all that is permlwible. Ex- 
cessive diiirrhn'i. should It ocur, m ly Iw controlled 
by opium. given in s ippositorl-H containing oueg'ain, 
or In quarter^grain d^Mses per o», pro re nata. Tbe 
recumbent position is insi-*ted on from the very be- 
ginning, the t>e4l paa and urintl being employed 
until def'i'vescence is cnnpleted. Tbe patient 
should Ik; turned on lii- siile from tiiDc- !o lime and 
maintained in thai position fur twenty or thirty 
mlauie<t at a time. 

From tlio boijinnintr iif tlic alturk the following 
mixture is gtven in dosi^ of one, two or even three 
drops in a small quantity of water after fond every 
two or the boiua. during the day and night: 

Q Tr. iodinii 3 "j 

Acidi carbolici liq 3j. 

Unless some unusual circumstance occur to render 
a chanpre necessary, this medicine is not suspended 
until till- attack draws to a close. 

Tetiiil ^«ponL'iii(» of the body is pr.-ir'ticiMl twire a 
d ly and equal parts of vinegar or a:cotiol is added to 
the water. 

When tbe rx'rnins: temperature rr^ichr-q 101" F., 
twenty-four (u thirty grains of quinine is given as a 
falling temperature, the u<(aal pi tn tteing to give eight 
I to Inn sr^in-i in Holmion lU ■'». arul 6 \. M of 

tbe following day. Should the stomach a-Ject it. il 
may l>e giveo in half tbe quantity hypo>l«rmic-dly. 
Under tliin plan of treatment alcohol is not often 
j indicated prior to tba close of the second weeli. 
wbile in some caaea it ia nol caltod lor at all. 



pEKtLS OK Medical Practicb —Our English ex- 
! change-s give graphic accounts of a sad case whlrh 
I rec-tnlly transpired in England, and which illus'r.-itea 
some of the dangers to wliic'i medical practitioners 
j are subject. A Dr. ElwHrdtM, of UouhkIow, was 
' accused by a female patient of an aa-tault on her 
chaAtity. and a demand made on blm for money as 
a condition of reticence on the part of the womnn. 
In his hour of trial. Dr. Elwardus naturally con- 
sulted bis partner, who Instead of coming to hia 

support sci/"d npiiu tlif oii|>'>rtiiiiity t,> di^solvi.' their 
buslue-is relations. Thua attacked and suspected by 
the one who should have stood by him, at least until 
his guilt was established, poor E Iwardc-t. doijl)tte-is 
loi^ing all hope of establishioj^ bis innocence gave up 
the fii;ht, and by means of a dose of prussic acid 
placed an impassahli' li irrier between him and his 
persecutors, lie left l>eliind him a note written on 
the very brink of eternity, asseverating his innocence 
of the charge brought ag iin>»l iiim by "the morbid 
im lu'in iiion of a licentious-minded, hysterical wo 
man," and praying for a "blessing on hl^i wife, his 
little boys, and his mother." Tbe woman struck by 
remorse nt tlu' suicide of her victim mnde a written 
retraction of the charge, with every fxprussion of re- 
gret. Popular sympathy for the family of tbe de- 
ceased isdcrjt t' vi rytiiiiii^ possihle h;i'5 been dtme 
to mitigate the pain of th> ir misfortune, while the in- 
dignation agdioal Dr. Wiutemandi. tbapartney; took 
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Bhapp in thp stoning of his hon^e by a naob, who 
would also have Ijcched him but for the proteciioo 
of ft plate of forty coo«tahl«a. 

On the heels of the above case comes the follow 
ing: The proaeoutrtz. a young girl, came to Dr. 
Spftrrow enmplafoing of morafng «{cknea8, head- 
nrhe. awl total suppression of mcDscs for the past 
Qve months. Suspecting from her general appear- 
ance that the patient was pregnant. Dr. Sparrow re> 
fused to give any fmmcniu'Ofriie mcd>ciae (which 
she ai^fed him to do) until satiitfied that she was not 
MMiaU. To ascertain this, be, with her full con- 
cent^ mad* an ezaminalioa which fuily confirmed 
his prpviod? su^p'rioTH. The patient then Ifft, and 
the uexl thiri^j tdc doctor heard of the mailer was a 
rammODs for assault. Fortunately, he was able to 
produce tlu; I'vui^nco of thn-e visitors and ilircc ser- 
vants. who were ail within ear shot at the time, yet 
heard no outcry. 

The mn'^i-itnitcg, convinced that the wholn aff?iir 
was "a plot," at once dismissed the charge, and no 
doubt the lapse of a few mooths will conttrm Dr. 
Sparrow's diagnosis and hh perfect innocence. We 
are well pleaded to observe that Dr. Sparrow's 
medical brotbreD, having satisfied themselres of hts 
freedom from guilt, sio )d by him in his adversity. 
In provincial practice it is obviously impossible for 
a practitioner to have at all times the safeguard ot 
wltncflws when it becomea necessary to make 
a:ynfecolosiftiI examinations, and It is dally !x'c<<tu- 
ing mure manifest that charges of immorality agaiuHl 
medical men ou^t to be regarded with the utmost 
suspicion. 

These sad cases have their lesson. While we have a 
feeling ftkla to oonterapt for a mao who anlcidee to' 

avoid trial and sorrnw pn-tictiiarly when ho hns 
within him the consciousness of innocence, our 
aympathiee are touched by the aaiieat featam of the 
case. Physicians arc constantly liable to similar 
charges to these aod we have known of in- 
stanoes in wbieh in spite of innocence, they 
have paid money to avoid a scandal. The only 
safeguard is that suggested by our contem- 
poraries, viz., that physical examinations of wo- 
men should be made only in the prO'tence of a third 
and ruiiablc- party. Ttie woman who objects to this 
should be sent oUe where. 



PsMraTomTOoea.— This affection is Tery com- 
monly confounded with f permatorrlum. and is the 
"soul and body destroying disease" on which 
"retired clergy men" and other philanlbropista of that 
ilk grow rich. The due appreciation of the nature 
of the urethral discharge by the family physician, 
and a proper knowledge of the treatment would do 
much towards curtailing the ravages of the sharks 
who excite Uic imaujinatiou anti fears of onr youth 
and rob them uol only of their money but also of 
their health The following is a reaumi of the 
treatment as laid down by Dr. Campbell Block, of 
Glasgow, in a recent number of the Lancet: 

That hvnnlde of potaaalum Meretwt n ledattva 



influence over the motor spxtial and urinar)' centre 
in tlic spin d cord, is admitted to be one of the 
ullimale facts of therapentics; nay In aome easM so 
marked i^ thi-' influence that when the dni^ i<^ taken 
in large doses a temporary retention of the urine is 
theraby occaatoaed. It is a modification of thta 
toxic Influence that wi' desiderattj in bromide of 
potassium as a therapeutic agent. It is extremely 
protiable that this impression extends along the 
whole aoterli>r portion of the spinal cord. Hi-flcx 
action is thus inhibited, and muscuhir CKcitability 
diminished. Itieem« to me that the sympathetic 
and the motor systems may tie regarded as two op. 
posite poKs on whose p'operly balanced ton* 
normal function, especially circulation, depends. 
Hence impressions on the sympathetic (fibrea of 
Remak) whicli diminish it=! inhi'iitory ()ower, exalt 
motor influence, and thus accelerate the circulation 
and determine congestions. It on the other hand 
mi*tor intluence is diminished. sympa!heii(- domin- 
ance is correspondingly eatablisiied. Bromide of 
potassium undoubtedly possesses the latter property. 
Til u^ it induces sleep by causini; cerebral aniemia; 
and, by a similar influeuce on the pelvic viscera, 
operates beneflcia'.ly in all cases of urogenital 
hypenesthesii and onngeitiona. The bromides 
of camphor and iron seem tn pos<iess similar pro 
perties. Belladonna, and its active principle atropia, 
act apparently as llierapeutic agc'nis by stimuialing 
the fibres of l?eniak. and are thus of anknowled^ed 
efUcacy in the treatment of enuresis aod spermator- 
rbma; aad atropia. according to Rosenthal, and Dr. 
S. W. Gross, in prostatic disehargi-s. When there 
is reason to suppose that there is an atonic cjodiiioo 
of the prostatic ducts, such motor stimulants as 
atrychnlne and ergot of lye are epeeially isdicaM. 



EsLAUOBD ToNsii,8.— Dr. Gordon Holmes dis- 
cusses the treitmcnt of chronic enlarged tonsils In 
the Lancet of Nov. lllli. Re gives his preference 
to excisiou by lueao^ ot ttie ton<iiilotome. when there 
are no manifest contra-indinations. Tile tonsUlo- 
tome (Phys c k's or F thm -tock's) is much to be 
preferred to the bistoury and tenaculum, being 
more expeditious and devoid of danger to the under- 
lying vessel. Cases are. however, cons'antly met 
with in which the child steadfastly refuses to sub- 
rait to the catting operation, or ia which parents 
object; or the ealargoracnt may be so great as to 
render excision necessary. Ia these the application 
of caustics is our only resource. Strong solutions 
of perehlorlde of iron are meful only in tempr>rarv^ 
acute engorgomeot, being absolutely valueless in 
true hypertrophy. Among caustics, nitrate of sil- 
rer. chloride of zinc (in Stick), Vienna paste, London 
paste (equal parts of powdered unslacked time and 
caustic soda made into a paste with water as re- 
quired), are those commonly employed. Nitrate of 
silver is of service only in discs in which t!ie sur- 
face of the gland is to a softened and raw state, 
being useless ia reducing the toughened mass' of 
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coDoective ti9<>UL' which uauaUy constitutes the per 
Diaocoily enlHrgc'tl toiiMi. 

There it. bdwever, another method, TCfy much 
uiorf I (Tei tivr-, of applyin^r the comnrnn rrmslica to 
Lbc toosil, Mhicti appears lo bavc remaiaed hitherto 
unooticed. The toosli, as the aaatonust koows. \* 
permeated by several rather large cbaunels around 
which the follicles aro ctillecleU. opeoiog qq the 
pharyngeal ride of ihei^lHnd, wh«*noo its charaeter- 
blic criliriforin a>|>( ( t. Their orifices, about seven 
to fifteen io oumber. are »ufl9cicntljr evident to tx- 
oouDted on the healthy tonsil s^ftf, whilst in the 
hyperlrophied condiiion tliese Incunte increase great- 
ly in calibre and depth, and can Im ascertained by a 
pnibc to vary from one-eighth of an Inch to half an 
Inch ill K agtli, wilh a diameter capable of admitting 
a '-lyle of onlinarj' sistc. These o!i><') viilioiis, then, 
atlord a valuable indication for treatment, for 
through these natural canals a way lies open for ur 
- to nltafk the heart of the ^tiind in a most effifaeious 
manner with our caustics. Thin, pointed sticks of 
nitrate of silver or chloride of sine can earily be 

pressed into the lacunre jind wuiki-rl r(iiin;1 f t a few 
seconds. Stuall sUmghs are thus fornied which arc 
soon discharged, and in the progress of this treat* 
ment the tonsils an- liollowcd out in one direction 
whilst being contracted into much smaller built by 
the subsequent cicatrisation in another. Two or 
three ciiannela in each ton.sil can be cauterized daily 
or on alternate days, and we can thus act on a com- 
paratively large surface whilst causing but slight 
external soreness and little or no sufFuring to the 
patient. Io practicing this method. althon<j;h tlie 
stronger caustics may be used. Dr. Holmes docit uol 
thinll it will be necessary to have recourse to aoy- 
thint: nion» potent than nitrate of silver, wlilch acts 
muclt more effectually on the more tender internal 
struetores of the tonsils than when applied to the 
cons para ti VP ly callous phiirynijeil surface. 

The galvaoo caustic (a small loop of wire raised 
to • white heat by electricity as soon as placed in 

contact with ihc siirfiirc to he eiinlerizeil) is ji very 
eligible means of destroying the growth. It kills 
immediately tl^e part to which H la applied and 
leaves a clean ulcer, which soon heals nlmoet un- 
felt by the patient. 

Dr. Holmes attaches no importance to the 
bypotfa(*8is that removal of the lonaii impairs the 
geneiative f nncUons. 



SoLFHoaous Aero and Iuon in Scaklatixa 
Hai^iona.— There is probably no disease more surely 

fatal than acarlatioa maM^'n:! ami mine in wliith it is 
les« »afe to rely exclui>ivcly on the tU medioUrix 
natura. If treatment is to prove of any avail it 

must be lieguu early on the manifestation of ihi 
att.^ek and persistently and vigorously prosecuted. 
In li pnper published in the January number of the 
E<iinliurgh Medical Journal. Dr. Keith Norman 
M( Donald Htroiii^ly irisi>is on the importance of thoHe 
propositiuua and urges the neces^iity of cluac atten- 
tion by the pnctttf oner hlmadf lo the details of 



treatment. He regards scarlatina and diphtheria 
as >-imilar aff< ctlons, in so far as they are due to 
blood poison, and was led from the success attend- 
ing the exhibifion of sulphurous acid and iron in the 
latter to resort to it in the former. The results 
have hern as satisfactory at It woa!d be reasonable 
t'i hctpc for. His plan is. hrit fly, the following: 
At the very beginning of the throat affection be 
gives to a dilld of five or six yean of age, 10 
niininis of s\iIphurou3 acid with a small quantity of 
Lrlycerioe in water every two hours and directs sul- 
1>I]UT0U8 acid spray (strength 3 ij to 3jv to the 
ounce of water) to be applied every three hours to 
the fauces,— about twenty squeezes of the hand 
atomizer. The aufution mast be recently prepared 
aa when it ia kept foTMNne lima la WHter it ultes 
up an atom of oxyi?en an becomes sulphuric acid. 
Id conjunction wiili the above he gives from 8 to 5 
grains of chlorate of potash with 7 to 10 minims of 
rr. ferri muriat. in glycerine and water, more or less 
according to the age. every four hours. lie further 
directs a strong aolution of pemnangaaate of potash 
ij or more In ft ounces of water) to be lieM in 
readiness for laving the lips and mouth several 
times in the day lo arrest the formation of the 'dark 
•jordea which collect about tbeae parts, Sulphur 
should also be burned in the sick ctiamber three 
times a day at least, by placing tiour of sulphur up- 
on red hot cinders on a shovel and walking about 
the room with it, thus diffusing the sulphurous acid 
vapor through the apartment, until the atmosphere 
becomes a little unpleasant to breathe. This plan 
does not, of course, obviate the necessity of attention 
to hygienic details, diet, stimulants, suching of small 
pleoea of Ice, aponglng and InttncUuB of the autfaoa, 
etc 



A Kbw Modb of R&iAxr ui Intractablb 
Cbroric Cwrrm— Sir Henry Thompson, than 
whom there ia no higher living authority on genito- 
urinary affections, having conceived the idea that if 
the bladder in cases of cystitis, could be afforded 
rest and freedom from irritation for a short period 
it would N'comc tolerant of its contents, has devised 
the following operation to that end: Placing the 
patient la the lithotomy portion, and nnder the In* 
llni ncpnf ether, he introduces a grooved median 
staff into the bladder. He then makes, from the 
raph4 of the perlnanim. a small vertical indahm 
just above the anus, lar;^e enough only to admit the 
index finger— the Incision to termioat« in the staff 
at the membranons portion of the urethra, which 

should be divided for half an inch at niosl, so us to 

admit the finger to traverse the canal to the neck of 
the bhkdder. Then withdrawtag the staff, he tntro* 

duces through the opening a large vulcanized ciithe- 
ter or tube, bay about No. 20 (English scale), with 
its extremity just within the blndder. and fastening 
it in position by means of tape to a bandage around 
the waist. The tube is to be retwned in the channel 
for several days at least. 

This operation performed in sav^nl oaaea of 
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ehmnlR cyetitU. and tn trrtlnbility and retention doe 

to enlargemL'iit of the prostaie, br«)ughl vt-ry 
protni)l relitsf. reiuU-ring the lives of th« Miffi-rt'i^ 
tolerable and even pll-asunibic. The beuefii is at- 
triliutcil to temporary suspension Of function in 
b'lidder ami uri-tlini By means of tlie tube the 
unue li Hveij the l»la«liler almaHt direct from the ure- 
ters, while Ibe blad.leratid urotbra, being in a state 
of perfei l qmescence, ceu-Mi ulmott imnietliafi'ly to 
be iiill<iiued. All mucu pus diitappi-ar* and the 
urine is In aa beMliliy a oondiiion as wlien tt leaves 
the ki'liit y-i. Tlic rctcnti m nf tlu- tuhi- for a week 
giv«8 the iuH imed uieinbrane atu oppurtuuity tu re- 
oover Aufflcieotly to retain tbe uirine 'or hours in 
cases in *liich previou!«ly it was impossible to re 
tain It beyond a ct»mpar«iivc-lr few minutes. In a 
eaae of retention from enl irmd prostate iu which it 
was necessary to cat bet rize the bladder nearly 
every hour, the instrument was found necessnry 
only nnce in five or six hours, thus permiltiug sleep 
and rest. 

Tins (tperation is a mauif< '-t improveracnl on 
supra pubic puQclurc in retcuituu from enlarged 
proaUte. 



CoNVALLARiA Majalis. — Thls DCW cardiac 
sedative and tonic is u iw attracting very consider- 
allie attention, and the reports in the j'lurnals are 
very fl;i'leri»i,' to its pr«<<pfrt<< of supplanting 
digital!'*, the only remi-dy thai hris lieretotorc been 
a< -corded properties of this nature. Its pbyriolngical 
acrum is to diminish the freqin-nry of the heart beat 
and to raUe arterial tension. Its action on the heart 
is probably through its power of stimalatiog the in- 

hiMtory fiin;-tinn of the pncumoij^istrir. vvhil)' it 
increases teusion by direct rather than mediate tonic 
action on the nonstrtaied ma<<eular tissue of the 
vessel-i, Mnsmliir tllirc has a power of contructitm 
iabereul iu itself aDdiude[)eodentof nervoua supply, 
and to attribute tbe action of con vallaria m)ij dis to its 
operatitm through thi* function is more reasonable 
than to assume that it, at one and the same time, 
■timulates both pneumngasiric and sympaibeiic. 
But whatever the r/tf' o/x m-ufi of the drug may 
be. we have in it wh.»t promises to prove a very 
valuable addition to our rather short list oT rtuudit-s 
ooatrulting and giving tone to cardiac function. It 
has one property, or rather the ;ih>t'm (- of one pro- 
perty, which stives it a great preference over digiulis, 
and that Is the fact that its action is not cumulative. 
The rliMr;:*' «f tlfn proprrty to ili;j;itiilis has hevu 
coairo verted from time to time, but not wc 
believe, with a sulBcient amount of evidence in fact 
to ;ifTrrt it> (nuhfuliicss 'Rut in inMitinn to this 
claim to preference there is another in the fact of 
the increased reliabilitj of the prep.irations of it 
over those of digitalis. Tt i-. well knuwn that 
digitalis loses its virtues by culLivniioo, aivi ittat a 
preparation made from a sample of the drug which 
baft not K row n >%ild is practically inert. There la 
much of the cultivated drug in tbe market and un 
fortunately druggists are not always competent lu 



test their stof-k for its percentage of digitulin and 
thus to determine tbe dei;ree of dependence to be 

placed on it. This liability to error d >e9 not exist 
in the case of convallaria in ij i.is, and this fact 
alone, other thiri^s being equal, is sutficient to g^ve 
to tbe new drug the preference in prescriptions. 



TtiK Fltdre of ('oNst'MPTioN. — In a recent 
cliuitai lecture (Cincinnati Laucft and Clinic) Dr. 
James T. Wbittalcer takes a very ro^c-colnre l view 
j of tlip future of cousumpiiiiii He Is u rmlica! con- 
vert to the gospel of tbe bicillus and declares that 
the destruction of this parasite means the cure of 
• !;'t;i<i-i, B:i<:iUi exist cvcrv where lujt ihij sputum 
is ih ir favorable otdas; here they live and multiply 
and it is in this favorite sotil that tbey must be at* 
tarkt 'l Th<- Ir-rtun r closed bis remarks wllh the 
foll iwiug suk'ge>tive utterances: 

Since we iiave arrived at the esseoce of the dis- 
ease we will sixin be able to control it. Of cour-c wc 
cannoi render the system immune against ii, like 
»raall-pox, because the latter dlbeaso invadet ibe 
body only oure, whilst the bacilli of tul)er( ul<>si8 
enter it rcpi- iii illy, only waiting for a favurable 
niduit lor lljcir further development. 

The disease is at first always local. The object 
then is first of all to exterminate phthisis by killinij 
the bacilli Inffore tbey re-euter the body. Therefore 
a phiblsicai patient ought to spit into tiie Are or a 
portable can filled with minend acid Every 
phthisical patient that pulls out a haDdkercbluf 
opens a Pandora's box, spreading tbe poisoif In all 
direciioni. Man is always subject to phthi>i-;. two 
sevenths of us die of it. It is tberef >re well worth, 
our highest consider ition to have some hope offered 
of cxterminatimf the disease. We can hardly expect 
to kill the bacillus by medication, but by pr4>per 
precautionary measures we may hope to exUoguisb 
the cause of the disease. 

Fiocal treatment has been tried in various ways; it 
has been tried successfully to cut out the diseased 
lung in animals; the aspirator needle hits been used 
in mnn fo sack ou cavities, to remove the cause and 
to introduce remedies. 

lohalailons cannot kilt a bacillus. Encourage 
your patient"! to spit it out. but not to the destruc- 
tmn of other people. Make tbe whole (M)dy strong. 
Kef>p them outdoors that tbey may not ooniloually 
niufiot themselves. Postmortems prove that the 
most of us have it, and recover from it. Takeaway 
the gloomy prognosis. Hake tbe diagnosis early. 



CiiiCKES-Pox IN TRB Aduit.— The question of 
the possibility of the occurrence of varicella in the 
adult has long been a moot one. While the re- 
corded experience of a few attests such possibiHty, 
thcirrcat wciirht uf ruithority dc<*lnre8 that the dls- 
eane is confined exclusively U> children. None deny ' 
the possibility of tbe occurrence in the adult of an 
j eruption idenlicul. hs to pliysica! appearances, with 
tlie eruption of cblcken-pox, but Uie majority r»> 
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gard such erupUoa as that of tnitigntcd small pox 
and Cttpttbia of propaii^ttDg unmodifii^d variola in 
those nnprotpctpil by vacciiiutinii. This question 
was iM>inewbat ireely discussc<t in councctioD with a 
case happeoing in the ioterior of tbe slate last spring. 
A patient from nn infrrlpd f!:strirt presented him- 
self for czamiuatioa to two pliysicians of large ex* 
perienoe ia this dty, wbo separately and without 
consultation pronoum ! tlic » rii;itif n %'Hricelhi, Tn 
asmuch as It sutj^cqucatly appeared that this 
patient's familj had had variola, these physicians 
were censured for what was froeU* pronounced an 
error io diagnosis. Had they had a true history of 
the case to assist them, they would perhaps have 
been more cautious in their opinion. Their diag- 
nosis was, however, baaed ex -lusively on the case 
as it presented Hself, and was pronounced l>y cer- 
tain <rfBciaU high in authority, SS erroueoun. the 
judgment being baseil not on an examination of the 
case, but on the a»<umplic)n that the occurrence of 
tartedia in the aduU Is an inapnssihiUty. 

A rttfe ('a1rn!!i?f'<l \n vitinte the above u^e'iTTT'tinn 
has jusi occurreii in Ibis city. The chiUlrcn ot the 
family wen attacked with chiclien-pox. and shortly 
after the mother had a similur eruption. Gentle- 
awn who deny tbe possibility of the occurrence of 
ehic]Ma*pox in tbe adult, were called to see the cafse, 
and withaiit fxception the}- wi-rc mriv. iti 'l fium 
that view. The case is all the more iutercntiug. be- 
canae tbe attending physician and others called in, 
Were corHH'cled with the di^cu^sion of the case 
which afforded ground^ fur tluptite last spring. 



their reputation and jeopardizing the harmony and 
happiness of families. 

Tlic iinportiince of this qtii «tinii from a medico- 
legal a-|>ect caouot be over e-iimated. We have in 
mtsd a case In which suspicion rested on a yonog 
man wlio contracted gonorrliu-u. shortly after which" 
a child, four years of age, living iu the same house, 
was taken with a severe ▼agiaUts, with profuse pur- 
iiff-nt rli>i h irjc. It was only our rxuminntinn. 
which revealed the cau»e U> be seat-worms, that 
prevented a criminal pitMOCtttion. 



Is Therk k Specific (.onohhhieal Pus? — Dr. 
Robert Newman di^icuasea this qiiestioa in the 
Soutliern Clinic. He < It(s mimerous authorities and 
supplements the quotations with his own experieuce, 
and gives tbe queatlqa a negative answer, holding 
that Iben- is Imi one virus; thul the pus in betiign 
or simple urethriUs aud sp<!citic gonorrha:a ia iden 
tical. and that a severe speclflc gonorrlieea (so 
celled) run 1'*' acquired without sexual contact or 
transmission by contagious virus. He formulates | 
tbe following ooacluslons from Ids study and expe- | 
rience: 

1. Urethritis in both sexes is an inflanimatioo of I 
the mucous membrane of the urethra. 2. The ! 
cause!) of inHatntntition are manifold, and not neceS' | 
sarily from sexual intercourse. :$ LeutorrhoM iu 
the female is the symptom of a disease, a!sj a con- 
flequanceof inOammatioo, not necessarily acquired 
by sexual intercourse. 4. Ther* i< f tiiy nm> pus, 
the discharge in either disease, a consi quencc of the 
inflammation. This pui is identical wtib any other 
pu!?. ."5. Vm i"' inniH uaus at fixsi, but is (-onta^iious 
as soon as il beciiines putrid, which is accelerated 
Iqr uncHeanlineas and by decomposition. 6. Any 
putrid pus is cont:i:>ioiiv no m uter from what part 
it ongiuates. 7. As wc have only one cause ^in- 
flammatloa) of the purulent discharge, and only one 
ptis, it is unwise to use terms like gonorrhosu, wbich 
may bring patieats in undue suspiolon, damaging 



MonraTA ARO Apoxorfhia is Covona. — Roes^- 

b :i( Il i F,ondon Medical Hecordi r irn Indc's frum a 
series of experiments, thai api 'morphia, emelin 
(ipecacuanha), and pilocarpine increaae the secre. 
tinri nf the bronchi;il mucous membrane, and that 
they are ptir ue^Ueuce the expectorants, pilocarpine, . 
the strongest, being, however, objectionable, because 
of its depressing action on the heart. By a proper 
combination of morphia aud apom Tphia, we secure 
the most elBcacious cough mixture. Bonliacb iu* 
dicatea the following as a guide to such combiiM- 
tlon; 

1. iiydrochlorale of apomorphia maybe used as 
an expectorant; the best preaciiption is: 9 Hydro- 
chlorate of (ipomorpli'n, !? to Tt cenligrammcs (about 
0 45 to 0.75 gr.); dilute hydrochloric acid, 5 cubic, 
oentiroetree; distiiled water. 150 oeotimetrea. Keep 
in a black \s.\n-^^ hr rtic. The dose is one tablespooB- 
ful every two hours. * 

9. Tbe combination of apomorphia and morphia 
lessens the fre<iuency of eougli and increases the 
tluidity of the sputa. B I lydruchlorate of morphia, 
hydrochlnrste of apuiuorphia. of each 8 cenii* 
grammes: dilute hydriKhlotic acid, half a gratnme; 
distilled water, l'>0 grauitnes. One tablespoonfu) ia 
given every two or four hours. 

8. Miirpliia and airopin must be made up sepa- 
rnt' 1- , 'IS foIIoA-s: llydnx hlorale of m(»rphia. 2 to 
Ti ceniigraiumes; di-.tllled water. 120 grammes; red 
syrup, 80 grammes. The dose is one taldespo mful 
every two to four In>urs. I{ Sulfdiate of atropia, 
half a milligramme (about l ltiO grain); liquorice 
powder and juice, enough to make twenty rpiMp. 
(>iir', two, or thrcf iiitK- are to be taken every nij;lif. 
These pills of atropin are best given in the oveuing,' 
from six to ten o'clock, at intervals of two :h>our»pf 
siinulianeou«ly wiili nn ■ ct two <p .on-fiil of the 
morphia- sotuliou; only the morphia to be givHU,. 
during the day t»hould the cough Indicate it. Tiita; 
joint action is recommendi d in catarrh, empliyscnia, 
and phthisis with abundant sputa (when, in tbe 
last, this dues not oome from cavidea). 



Examination of Uriwk.— I>r. Formed, of Phila. 

delpbia, who ha^ wrr ni!y c-nnf into iirnminrnre as 
a microscopist, gives tUc following succinct rules 
for the examination of urine, in a private lecture 
reported in a reoeat number of the LouisviUe M«dl«' 
cal News: 
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1. St-ditTient in the urine hilt noaigniflcuce nttlSW 

dcpufited wiiliia tweoi>'-fuur houm. 

2. Albumco ia the urtMilaw not Indlcsttt ktdney 

disease unleM WM-ompAnu'tl by tuboc-asis. Tlie 
rao-t faliil f'Tfn *»f Brigiii'a disease— oonUvvted kid- 
Dey — tins lit lit' ur no ali>uraen. 

8. Ewy wliiie crystal in urine, regardless of 
shape, is n ph()>phitp, except oxalate of lime, 
which luis its own peculiar form — urine alkaline. 

4. Every yellow ciyital i» uric acid if the urine la 
acid, or a urate if the urine is alkiiline. 

5. Mucous casts, pus, and epiihelium ^iguify ilis- 
eaw of the bladder (eytrtUta) or of other parts of the 
urinnry Iraet. asdetermineil l)y viirict y of epitlulitim. 
* 6. Tlw urine from females can often be ditterent- 
lated from the urine of male* by finding in li tlie 
tesselated epithi Hutn of the vagina. 

7. Hyaline OARts (narr>iw). blood, and epitht lial 
casts signify acuto catarrhal nepbrllia. Much albu- 
men. 

8. Broad hyaline casts, and epithelial dark grao- 
ulcs aud oil casiHRignify chronic catarrhal nephrltla. 
Al first, much albuiijeii. I.ter, less. 

9 Hyniiue and pitic grumilar casts, and little Of 
ao albumen, signify iuUjrbiiiiiil nephritis. 

10. Brneder casta are wor^e ttmn narrow casts, as 
far as diagnosis is concerned, for the former signify 
n ebroolc disease. 

11. The urine should be fresh for microscopical 
examination, as tlie micrncocci will change liyatine 
casts into* granular cavts, or devour them entirely in 
n abort time. 

12 Uric acid in the urine may, in Trnmnier's 
test for sugar, form a protoxide of copper, ilii^^ often 
deceiving the examiner Into the belief that be has 
diaoovered augur. Tuus, when urine sliows only 
sugar, oilior tiK thods of examination mukt be used 
— prvfertuiiully the lead teat. 

18b The microscope gives us better ideas of the 
exact condition of uff drs in the examination of the 
urine than in the various chemical teats. 



An AsbptioChambbii.— Therafue of antiseptic 

surgery is apparently not less highly regarded than 
formerly, although the means of effecliog it have 
been somewhat modided. While Lfsterism proper 
is falling into desuetude, the great principle which 
It reprenentn is not less clearly recoKtiized, and tlie 
ingenuity of surgeons is being slimuluted to devine 
methods for lis applicatiou. The latest device is by 
Tlerr A Sehtleklnjc. of Py rmont, and consists of a 
double chamber, each compartment of which is air- 
tight. U is rendered aseiitle by the flltraihrn of all 
air eutering. through la3rers of cotton. The current 
is created by ao eshausi pump driven by a half- 
horse power hot-air engine. The walls of the cham- 
ber are kept clean by wnsiung with strong carbolic 
acid solutions. The patient's clolbing is to be of 
linen, over which is ro bs placed a water- pronf cover- 
ing, and both are to be thoroughly disinfected before 
use. An ante-chamber ia attached to the chamber 
proper, in which is a bath for disinfecting purposes. 



It Wnuld neem t*iat such a device and prrcaulioos 
would prevent the entrance of hncturia. but. as a 
contemporary suggests, palleitt* have also fnieaUnnl 
canxls whose contents are inft'«!ted with micnibea 
wbich enter with the ftKxl ncceA«ary to su^nain life, 
and which cannot be strictly conllned to the difeat ivie 
' tube. To complete the a-^eptie prwaiillons, oni- 
I plete disinfection of the stomich and bowels, and 
of the food lakHi, will be neceaaaiy. 



OiUBCTioNS TO THE CooK oK Eriitcs —A writer 
in the .Meilical Record formulates bis i>bj< ctioos to 
the Code of Ethics of the American TMeilical Amo- 
r-iatioii in h (-erics of pointe<l paraiiraphs in which 
he elaborates the followlnir poinis as cnnstiluling 
I the grounds on which the New York Medical So- 
■ oiety repndUtcd it: 1. II wns innperaiive. 2. It 
failed to prevent quackery. 3 It was opposed to 
the general judsiment of the pulilic. 4 It afTnmled 
and made ewmlea of ail medical men declared to be 
irregular. S It infrlnj^ed nn individnni r-irhfs. 6. 
The definition of an irregular pliy-tician did not 
describe all who are dassed as Irregular. 7. A 
le^al wrong was done unrlcr it, iu the opiiiion of 
prominent lawyers. 8. It was a hiadnince to se- 
curing legislation for the general elevation of the 
profession. 

The5e objections to the venerable instrument are 
thus very definitely stat>-d, and It seems to US that 
' the fullness of time has come for their considera- 
tion. The uiichantri'd shane in whieh the code has 
come down to us is an unwarrantable a^umptlon of 
perfection on the |«rt • f its f mmera. 



A New Opkratios fok Spina Bifida. — At a 
i-ecent meeting of the Tweeds and West Riding 
M dlco-Chirurgical Society (British Medical Jour- 
nal) Mr. liobstm presented n child fix weeks old 
upon whom, when it w s six d'iys old. he performed 
a new operation for spina bifida. After removing 
I tlw redundant parts and stitching up the arachnoid 
j over the spin;;! canal, pcri^^steum f mm a rabljit wa« 
i inserted iM:iwcc'ii the meninges and the skin so as to 
I cover the «ap in the bone*. The wound has per- 
fcrily healed, the skin over the lumbar region was 
quite level, there seemed to bu no tenderness an 
pressttre and thn child looked strong and heatthy. 
The following points were espt clully dwell upon by 
Mr. Robson: 1, the operation was performed with 
full antiseptic precautions; 8. ibe meninges were 
clewed by uniting tlie serous surfjice, as in peritrmeal 
surgery; 3, the iransplantatioQ of living poriitsteum 
and Its conliuued vitality; it bad not yet, however, 
formed new bone, but the covering of the oioal had 
a greater than mere skin firmness; and 4, the entire 
' absence of bad symptoms in the child, operated up- 
on at 80 e^rly an age. 



F.\T AX Kt^tx Fat.— According to a Oerman 
writer. Dr. W. KiMtcin, who has recently issusd a 
pamphlet entlthid "Corpulency and itaOUM^ Ae- 
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cordinsj to Physiolo^rical Principles," corpnlcnry is 
due U> tbe ing'-atiou uf u super aliuadancu of albu- 
mlnoidB and tweets. Hi» trentmenl of the condiiioo 
consists nf the reduoiion of thcst' 'atttr nnd tln' in 
crease of the quaniity of fat in ibe food. Ht^ i-laim.H 
for thb metlMMl ibe veoenble auiboriiy of Hippo- 
crjite^q. Buniingism and Ihc niincrjil water sy^lt rn 
he condeouis as highly injurious. He gives ilJustru- 
Uonaof tbesiicoi^of biHine(hn<^ but an aoatyMii 
of tliese, whik- it reveals tlie n-lative amount of fal 
to have been large, shows that ibe whole amount of 
food taken was Utile more than Btarvatlon fare. 
DoubtlciM with the qmintity of fooil tliu-< reducinl 
fat would be a much safer diet tluin hij^bl^ oltro 
genizcil intiteriul. There are physiological reasons 
for thiH. but it is manifestly illof[ical lo Hltrihurc tli>- 
miiictioa of adipose in tJie cases cited to iliefai 
taken. 



Calomkt, m DlPiiTiiKui \. — Dr. Charlop S Miller 
reports c8<>uihero Practitioner) a case of diphtUerin 
in wbtcb the bieatbing waa very mucb embarrassed 
by thf mpmUrone. Cal.»m -1 in lO-irmin .ins.('S every 
hour, until twelve doses were given, was followed 
by pmmpt recovery, tbe membrane being Ibmwn 
off and showing ti ) tendency to re form. Nciihi r 
catharsis nor eme^U followed thet>e appareoily 
heroic doses. Tliecase seems strongly corrolmra. 
tive of the claims made by Dr. loiter In a recent 
number of Squibb's £ptiemeris. Dr. lii-itvr, how- 
ever, recommended tbe calomel in the same »ize<l 
.do*^ iMifore the membrane ii[f|)eared, and to pre- 
vent lis formatinn, luivin^ litile or no faith in tlii> 
IreHtmcut after Ibc paicli bad formed. We should 
be very much pleased to receive any ri [>ort on the 
use of calomel as alvjve. l>r. Reiier s clii mi> for ilie 
drug employed io this manner are too positive to be 
allowed lo pass witliout subJectinK it to a trial. 



DncfiOTSTs' Tnr.ATMEXT op GoNoniinrr^.— M 
Dlday protests (Lyon M.. No. 18, against the 

treatment of gunorrhOBa by dru^strt. his argument 
bointr that they always prescribe s|)e( i(i( s (eopaibit, 
cubebs, eci.) uid injections much loo early, and thus 
prolong the duration of ibe attack lo more than 
twice its normal length.' H. Diday exenplilles his 
menoing as follows: 

Doetort' Trentmeni.—k patient first notices dis- 
charge on April 25, and comes to the doc irir nri May 
1. The treatment should be: From May 1 to June 
7. diluents, etc . June 7 to 21, direct anlibteuuur 
riiagic tr^'atmcnt. Duration about 60 days. 

Dru^f/iitlK' Trettmeni. — May 1 to 8. diluent-; May 
8 to June 21, injections and S|>ecil1cdrugt interuall> . 
with no good re«nTts: June 21 lo July SO. again 
dllnen"-: July 21 to Augu.<it 14. antihiennorrhagic 
remedies in large doses. Duration, 105 days. 



TwBATMENT OP PAHAPBiiitMtB.— Dr. O'Connor 

of the IJmeric k Ilo.spilal rectrmmend (Rrittsb Mi d! 
cat Joaraai) as an improvement in the treatment of 
paraphimeiris tin winding of ORUnafy twine firmiy 



ami elo-^ely from before backwards nrotmd the cnn- 
siricted portion of the penU. By this procedure 
the exudation is driven backward and on unwinding 
the twine nftor a "shfirt lime the prrp'ue enmcs 
readily forward. He has resorted t<7 thi* device on 
several occasions with invivrlable success and with 
the causation of but a trifiing amount of pain. 



Phceoix-like The Tole<io Medical and burgical 
Journal has risen from its ashes. Its new edifws 

( oininence where the old ones left off when the pub- 
lication ' kinder gin out" a year or two ago. The 
drst number of tbe new deal contains an announce- 
ment of the birth of tlieTohdo Medical ( '11( ^0. 
Wo extend our congratulation"? to our TnUdo 
brethren on lhis> successful delivery atur m many 
years of travail. an<l wish liotb enterprises tlie 
abundant success wliieh is the reward of longsus- 
.laine I. well directed effort. We notice that 
Dr. Wliitefonl. formerly of this city, is on the 
professorial slufT of the collejre. The doctor ig 
a scholarly gentleman, of ripe experience and good 
presence— quaiittoa which go to make ap the snc- 
uessf ul (eaohor. 

I This is the season of the year when the thrifty, 
Urinest. coDscieotious. busy practitioner, who places 
his spare dollars where they will do the most good, 
encloses the amount of his "subscrtpiion in advance*' 
lo hh medical journal. He thus lays up treasure 
which neitlier rusts nor to corrupted, and which 
yields him the largest percentngnof interest of any 
tnvestmeot he rnn mfike. Moreover, by such remit- 
iiuice he makc'i glad ibe heart of the publisher and 
infuses new life and zest into (he editoriat quill. As 
an act whirli is "twice blest," "drops as the cmtle 
dew upon iliv piac4i beneath," etc., the prompt re- 
mittanee of the 8ui)scripti(in, accompanied by a word 
of p^ood cheer, double di^coiint^: that "ijiiiditv of 
iTurcy" which Shakespeare says "is not strained." 
Try it, friends. 

Dr. George H. Beard, the well-known neurologist 

and specialist in nervous diseases, died in New 
York on the 27th ulL tie was only in the forty- 
fourth year of hla age. He was noted for ibe orig- 
iualiiy nf liis idc«<! and for liis boldness In tinnounc- 
ing them, as well as for his perliuacity in defence of 
tliem. Although he would, doubtless, have modi- 
fled many of his views had he lived, he was, never- 
theless, of tbe material which the profession de- 
mands, but of which it secures too liUle. II is early 
death is thus a great loss. The post mortem re- 
vealed embolic pneumonia, supposed to result from 
an alveolar absce^ts of the superior maxilla. Mn. 
Beard also died of pneumonia, at the Qraad. Hotel, 
New York, on the Hist ulL, just lour days after her 
husband. * 

We notice that some of our newer exchanges are 
advertising a galvanic bell which claims to be a 
"Never fuilin:: i ure for all !iervon!5 dicnai^jvc^ neural- 
I gia, sciatica, lumbago, paralysis, kidney complaint, 
I female weakness, llts, hysterics, prolapsus, and lost 
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pbyiical powAn." Sorely such •dveitfseiMBto miiBt 

b« admiitert Ihouiilitlossly, Wlii!L' a new journal 
aorely needs the help of its advertisemcot department, 
it can Dot afford to aecept aid from rach aonrcM. 
Better an early aud honorrtMc frruvp than long life, 
ricbes and prokperity on t<u( ii p.tbulum. Brethren, 
we are the conaervatom uf prufei^Qnl honor and 
diicnity. Pray let not flUMttmoa Mduoe us (ron our 
high trust. 

Dr. Parvin nominates Dr. Billings, U. S. A., for 
the editorship of the proposed journal of the Ameii- 
can Medical Anocialioo, and ibe nomination is 
sitnMiltaneously seconded from all parts of the house. 
The man who can write au address like that read by 
Dr. Billings before the InlcriMittonal Medical Con- 
grew at the London meeting:, would do lionor fo the 
tripod. Uoforiuoately, the doctor is, we fear, not 
an avaihUde man. • 

A Detroit doctor recently read a paper in which 

he attributed the anUncr nf Hit' imperious pas- 
aioa in the male of the gcnm homo to the 
erect poaition of the animal. He was forced to 
the conclusion, after a criiical survey of the facts, 
that man has gone erect for only a comparatively 
hriet period, and that his organism is still suffering 
from the change to which it has not yet become ad- 
justed. The inference is that a rciura to all loan is 
a cure for amativeness. Wonderful I 

We desire to thank our contemporaries fur Uit; 
numerous kindly and complimentary comments 
both on The Medical Aoe and on tlic joumaU to 
wlMMe combination the Aoe is due. it is not often 
that one is accorded the privily of reading his 
epitaph. These kindly expressions are exceedingly 
gralifying and encouraging, and it will be the am- 
bition of the AoB to be worthy of the enoominms 
proDouDoed on tia pvedeceason. 

We have n physidun ri^hl licre in Drtro'it who 
avers that angina pectoris is an excellent remedy iu 
couomption. He was driven here by ^ salutary 
lilinois Meilicul law. He is of kin with the Missouri 
doctor who cure^t catarrh at one sitting, and in proof 
of hia success he >(uarantees to "remove the catarrh 
and phwe it on a Mucer." 

According to QrOT«r Cleveland, of New York, in 
his inaugural mesiiacrc to the legislature, the position 
of Hciilth Officer of the port of New York is one 
of the most, if not the most remunerative office in 
the country. His incnnif i* from fees and avenigca 
f40,0U0 per annum, and has been known to reach 
#00,000. This to Cdftainly out of propwtion to the 
value of the servioea rend«ed. 

Dr. Wm. R'ohardson, of Carson City, Michigan, 

is fthoiU to remove to Dakota, and would like to 
corre-tpood with some geullemau who might wish 
to auoosed him. 

Charles l{< idc, (lie nov list, is credited with hav- 
ing named a dog Tonic, because it was a mixture of 
baric, steal and whine. 



The eighth seaalon of the International Medical 

CongT»'«!s will convene at Copenhagen on Auguat 
10th ntxt, and will continue until the 16th. 

A writer in the Medical and Surgical Reporter 
has found prompt relief to follow the applicstfam of 
balaam of oopaiba In chUUnlaBi 



Ths IiiaSASES or tbk Livkr, with and without Jaundici-. 
With the special a.pt»llcation of Phjraiolngical Chemist ry to 
their Dia^fnii'^w niM Troaiineut By CJcorKe Harlejr, M. D. . 
F. R. S,. Fellow of the Hoyal (.'<ine(f»^ of Phyfdeiins : Cor- 
ret^poodlng Member of ili<- Aca.h-iny of Sciences of IUvh- 
ria.of the Academy of MMllcim' of Miwlrtd. and of iwv- 
eral Continental Mrdical Soc'HI«?»; formerly Hresident of 
the PiwiaUa Soeietjr: Phyidctaa to Ualveni^ OoUase Hoa' 
Pltal aod Ptufeasor la UulMtillarOstlve^ LoodHi. DIm- 
tratcd hr oolored platM sad wood oHsimTliifa, 

PbUsdeiplila: P. BlaUstoii, Son ft Oo. 

Dotrott: John MacnutaiM. 

The author has adopted as his motto "True Sci. 
ence is the Key to Wise Practice," and hi« b n.k is 
tuned to this key, the functions of the orgitu and 
the i^liysiological actioo of drugs constituting thft 
hasis of treatment. He is sanguine enough to imsg- 
iue that the adoption of the principles eouociated 
regarding the physical and chemical methoda of 
diagnosing diseases of the liver, a.s well the modes 
of action and administration of the remedies usually 
employed in hepatic alTecUons. may oooduoe to a 
more ruiional and successful method of treating 
them than has hitherto been employed This is a 
consummation devoutly to be wished, for, notwith. 
standmg its vast importance and the frequency of 
the occurrence of the diseases to which it is liable, 
the liver is largely a terra incognita and its affec- 
tiotKs are as a rule treated vay empirically. 

Chapter one is devoted to a consideration of the 
value of physiological chemistry in the diagnosis 
and treatment of hepatic diseases. The aatbor'a 
language is here very forcihle. and his voice is the 
voice of one speaking from knowledge and convic- 
tion It is eminently calculated to carry conviction 
with it and to stimulate the reader to a close study 
uf the author's methods as enunciated io the sue- 
ceeding pages. 

A comprehensive review of the work would be 
impracticable io this phM». Chapter six, how- 
ever, devoted to Uliousneaa, must be noted. 
yfi- arc pleased to see the recognition of the 
word "biiiousoess" by this competent authority, 
and to observe the significance which he at- aches to 
it. The word has of late years been becoming more 
securely incorporated as a justifiable medical term, 
but the nature of the conditions it is intended to de- 
scribe is not clear to the majority. Dr. Ebr^y 
mnkes three divisioiH of biliousness: 1. Acute 
biliousness, due tu a hyper secretion of bile. 2. 
Subacute biliousness, due to a diminished seerstlon 
of bile, 3 Chronic btlifnisne<!««, due to imperfect 
secretion, both *» regards quantity and quality of 
the bile. The etiology, symptoms and pathology of 
these division.'! are clearly defined and a much need- 
ed light thrown upon the olwcure although common 
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dtotarbances oommooly embraced under the term 

biliousness. 

The work b very sjst<>matic and exhaustive and 
b micli a one as the iDtelligeot practitioner will want 

to secure. 

We have read it with much interest find- 
ing in it old (rtiibii clearly and somelinxs quaintly 
put, and mtiny staU-meuts of new ones wliic-ti And 
their warrant in the experience of the autlior. 
There is a dogmatic air about the volume wliii:h is 
refreabing, for dogmatism is enential io a teacher. 
We want nn rxntluir to 9pe;ik il 'irm if ifnlly frr>in liis 
own experience, (liiiiering geneniiines never strike 
liome. We bad rather have sometliing positive to 
st.'in from, even thtviL'h if \v<tc wroujf, ihaO VSgue 
statetncDt» which alt'ord no foothold. 

The illustrations are admitable throughout and 
the liD'ik is in the puhlishers u.su tl good .ibape 

both as. rcyanis lniiding and the lelier press. 

Leoal Meuioi.ve. Charles ^'eynintt Ti<Jy. M. B . K C. S , 
Ma.ster of Surjcrv; Proffusor of ( 'licmixtry <nJ of Korfn- 
aic Mediciii** Hiid l^'ilic He«lth at thf Lmcioti IIoh iial; 
MMUcai Officer of Ht-alth for Islington: lute Di-put .Mciti- 
«al UtBecr oC H««ltb au l Public Analfit Cor tbe City of 
VaoAan, «te. VxlamM t and O. 

New York: Wm \V..<«I & Qo, 

Uetrtitt: John WUlyoung- 

These two volunics are respectively tlie Novem- 
ber and Decetither Kimi'iers for 1883 of Wood's 
Library of Standard Medicitl Authrrs. Volume I 
is de%'oted 10 Evidence, The Signs of Death, Identi- 
ty, The Causes of Death, The Post M >riera, Se.v. 
MnnsfroHitics and 11. rnmphrodism. Volume II 
discusaes Expeclntiou of Life. Presumption of 
Denth and Surviviirsblp, Heat and Cold, Bums and 
Sc.ild"*, Lightniug, Explosives and C'nrnfjustilili s. 
aad tiiarvatioo, ito irtMlmeuL A cunccptiou of llie 
nature of this work may be formed from Ibis 
enumeration of the contents of tlie two vol mm s Ije- 
fore us. The puhiishers of tbia admirable scrit-s 
have evinced a keen appreciation of the neoe«8lti«s 
of the contemporary profession, in their selection of 
this subject. We lake U that physicians of t.> day 
are sadly deficient in tbe knowledge of that division 
of medicine which haa to do with the determinulion 
of criminal iruill. A knowledge of the fundamca- 
tats of mcdieioe is not sufficient in itself to prepare 
the physician for a court of law. or to qualify him 
fn pnttpct hiin-rif atul hi* profession against the as- 
aaalts of the iegid fraierniiy. When he takes the 
witness stand as an expert it becomes him to be 
posted as Jo the proper method of f^iving lesiimony, 
so that tbe ends uf justice may nut be deftuilud by 
technical flaws in his evidence, and also that be may 
not Iirio:: I'l'- i'riifeHsi()n into disrepute by n confu- 
siuQ Id his Stat mcnia which tbe aatule lawyer wuy 
convert into cnntradtcll<ins. The etpert sliould add 
to a profound acquaintance with his sul>ject a 
thorough kuowledjge uf legal ways, in su far as tbey 
m ly have a bearing 00 him. A b wk which sball 
eombinc a statement «>f such scienlitlc facts of a 
medtcil nature as liave a bearing on cases at law, 
with clearly defined instruciiuns as to tlie manner of 



the giving of th^se to the jury, has been a d«aidera> 

turn. Tt is supplif'} in the work before us as it Is 
supplied in no other work with which we are 
familiar. Tbe work consists four volumes, and 

the remaining two are aniioiinceil to constitute the 
October and November numbers of the library for 
1888. 

Wood's Liaaaav or Srsnsuum KsMosi. A«tr<nh sea IMi. 

nie volumM wlvet4Hl for publication in I8<'3are beUeved 
to be equal to any previoufi neri^H. in point of scienilflc 
ni«rlt, Md will far excrrd tbrm all, in b«auty um) excel- 
lence of mw'hanlcal workmaiMhip. Wood'.s Lilirary of 
Stnml.U'l M<<lii;.il Autbon* •III cent in in- tn l>.' smIiI tli« cur> 
reut year, a« hcrftufure. by bub^cription only, at $15 a 
y«ar. Aa tbew» vc^umeii ar^ all new and some of them 
ot'kHuiI works, prsparrd etqpeciaUr for ibis librair, It 
najr beeorse n sassnary, from vfaoiiy nafrwiSMn e aui es. to 
snbatttute Hoie othor work la plaoeor Miser twosCtks 
TOlnntfls. Such a pdSaibltiQr, howMver, la )mm UMy to 
occur this year than henftofore. every i<ri-<'atiiiiin hAvinK 
twen taken to fosure ti)« deUverjr of tiie niaouacripts in 
w-aHon to enaMe the pubUsbsm to iaaoo tbamMadTar- 
ti«ed. 

I. 1LunTaz,orGvinB0OUWV. Q^D B«Bj.aait.Ii:.1>.,F. ItC. 

P E. L,cotur«r on Mfd*lfery and DlMa»«-s uf Worrmn, 
Seh(K)lof Metllcine, Edtnbuixh, etc., etc.; and A. H Bar- 
bour, M. A , B Sc , M. H , Assiatant to the Profeaaor of 
Midwifery, tTnivpndty of Ediaburgh. Volume I. Ulu*- 
trat4Kl with i<Mi i>i;iti-H, two of which arala aoloia»aod Ml 
Hud wood entfrarinKS. 

II. MA.Hi ALor Otwicoujoy. Hy I) Benj Hart, M. D , F R C 
P. K , Lectui'T on Mldwlfen' and I>is<-asfH of Women, 
Seho^l of Mfdi. ini-. EillnburRh, etc., etc ; and A. U. Bar- 
bour. .M .\ , B s. . M. B., AaslMtant to the Profeaaor of 
Midwifeo'. Univeniity of Ediaburirli. Volmm U. lUua* 
trai«dwKhaltthoKrs|iliie plateaad 4Wflnawood«nitrav< 

Ill HA]«D-BonKor ELBCTRo-TanuFKvncs. Bjr Dr. WUbetm 
Erb. Proft>MM>r in tba Ualfwsi^ o( LaipalK. Hlottntod bjf 

W wori,] <«rii,'nivir))irs. 

IV. Tut: Mn fiiisi.ofis AM' iT.H REVIU.ATIOKM By Wm. U. 
farpeni.T, c U , M D.. LL H . Sixth Edltiun. Volume 1. 
Illu<ttrat«d by ooa oolored and about IS plain plat«a, and 
up wards <rf no Ifate wood encvafliiga. 

V The Micho«cohb a.ni> itb Rcvclatiohs. By Wm. B. Car- 
penter. C. U, M. D, LJ^ D. Sixth bditioD. Volumes. lUus- 
tratixl whh about 10 plataa and opwaida «( MO tns wood 
eogmvinfa, 

Jtf Xor(>II Mackensle, M.^ol^radea, Saalor^Piignlclan of 
the HoHpital for tbe Diaeiues of the CbMt and Throat; 

Leotiir.-r nil Diseasoa of the Throat at Loiidun HoBi)lt«| 
Medical Cotl«ige, etc. niuatrated by wood engravings. 



VII. TnBlbBaaaBorWoinnt,aKAinM&»eftPnsioiaMSA]i» 

8tildsat< By Beteikll Mtsoh, M. D.. ProfeMm- of 
OyD60ol<ig7 and 0<Mtatrios at the Ualvsraitjr 0/ Haiie, 
TransUu^l by I«idoi9 Faiat. lUuatnkted With ISO tee 
wood tjngravlnKH. 

VIII. Thk Tkeatukmt or Wocndb, Being a treatise oa tlw 
principlM upoa which lb« treacmeotol wounds sbocdd be 
foonded. a *A upon tho bast mitfhnda of oacryfatg them late 
practice, including a eonaidoratlCMil of tbe modlfloatiO^B 
which »p«tcial injuriea may demand. By Iiewfa B. FUchar. 
A M , M.D.,Braoki]rn,M.T. mnsbaSsdhr woodeagi»v> 

lags. 

IX. Hbrkpitart Spybilih: Iu Pathology. Trestment and 
IMffereDtial Dla«nMis. Bjr F. & ataigia, M. D., Harv., Heme 
ber of the Acsdeoy of Medldite. OfNillwlanlQ^eal So- 
ciety, Dermatological Society. N. Y. Ololcal SoeleQr: Via- 
itinK Suriceon Cha ity Hospit«>, New York, etc. One VOl« 
iiitR- Illustrated with one 4 
fine wood eDgravings. 
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X-XI. Leoai. MeDiniNE, By Churles Mcymott Tidy, M. B. . 
F. C. a., M«Kft ri.l Sui).-iT> : rr..f' ss.n i,f Ohf mlstry and of 
Forensic Mcdicuit! ai.il rulille Henlth «t the London H<»s- 
pital; .Vertical Odtccr of rii^alih fur I>liti(i:ton; latu Deputy 
Medical Oinc«r of lie«lth aikI Public AiMlr"^ for Ui« City 
«f London, cte. VohuoM lH and IV. 

Xn. ATRUTIWOKVlCmilXiUtTlVCDIcaniABAFVLlSDTOiniB ^ 

l>ls4'asi's un>ntijtiric« (if tlx- norsf. Ooiipiled fnitn vteo- • 
danl and model II autliorllics. ByF. O Kiiby. iniuUAted 
)>> six <'!ir.>tu'>!i(h<>i;riiphi(- iil.it''^ containing nuiDWOUl 

figu itM. »u<l Abutlt l-V) line wwd eiignivtiiers. 

The first of the above volurnes bus hct'ii issued. 
We iiiiall reserve a notice of Ibe wnrV. iiniil its 
sefond viiitime. wliii ii will coDsUtote the Fettrunry 
number of the lib ary, is out. 

FiTZCB OX ELECTRICtTY IN MEDICINE AND FOROKRV By GcO. 

C. ritier, M D. 8t Louis, Mo. 1 p W. Prict? %\ 00. 

This little volume will prove useful to thow \ 
tvhose time or oppArtunity will not permit the 
stu iy I'f till- mnre e.xhau-tivp wnrk^ on the subject. 
It is Uevoteti lo a consiih-ratiou of the sulieut facts 
In tbit division of medicine, iDBtructions as to i 
method!*, etc. It is will Kottea up and i« well j 
worlh lite price asked for ii. ^ ' 

" • ' ' I 

\ 

Iseportod by 2ioa Pit4^er. Medical student] | 

Clinle of Prof. H*I C. ^Vyman. M. D.,Mlclii9U 
Coilefce of Medlelue. 

Anfl< ff^pertref^ tf iVof'iS/tf.— Thi<* old man is 

nearly seventy years of age. IIl-s face indicates most 
misernble tieaiili. It means bad hlecp and vtbical i 
tenesmns. Hesaysbe has had gravel and kidney com I 
plaint for two yrnr-;. These terms tire often used 
by the laity to descrilte various diseases of Ibe 
urinary tract, while pbysleiaut use tliem in a more 
restiktpil sense. He seems t > think he has given us 
a full history of bis trouble in those words. We 
must question him. When did he first commence 
to get up at iiiiitit In pass watt r? Si vcml jears 
ago. Wiieo did be have giiuorrha>a? Bo long ago 
that he has almost forgotten— In his early youth. 
How long can he hold his urine now? Not more 
than a few hours. Sometimes he has painful desire 
to pass *\ every few minnics. Then, after several 
days aud nights of terrible muTi i iu::. sainc of Ids j 
"kidney medicine" appears to do biui good, and he 
enjoys two or three weeks of comparative comfort. 
He has not been confined to his bed during these 
bad spelln. but to his room. He whr too nervous 
and irrituble to rest long in lx:d. I'he doctor has 
been cahed in and given him a catheter, which he is 
to use when he has difflcully in emptying the btad 
der. His hand shakes su when he tiies lo pass it j 
that he* resorts fo It only when the urine will not | 
come itself: nii'l Ilxn snerrf!'! only after reperited 
and painful cUorts. His urine is thick and ropy, 
with much ledimcnt. There is pua and hlood and a 
ilroqg anunonla amell. When the atraam comeaj 



with expected rush and force, it is found to trickle 
and fall sheer from the meatus. The driving power 

does not iippeur lo reach the s're:ini. Examinnlton 
by rectum reveals enlargement of the prostate. It 
is feit as a smooth hard mass in front of the rec- 
tuiii. With ihe eff.irt In Void urine we can feel 
it crowds down upon the pcriueum, very much aa 
we feel the vertex in the parturient woman crowd 
downwards in the |)clvi». We notice, t<io. that wilh 
the effort to empty the bladder, the muscles, eveo 
to those of the are rigidly contracted. ' All hia 
strength st ems t>rought to bear upon the bladder, as 
in labor. This givt>s us some idea of why he is so 
feeble — why his sleep is so often disturbed. Is it 
the enlarged prostate thai makes all this troulde? 
We lake his ohi metiU catheter, aiid with f//"r d/: 
maitre pass it easily into the bladder. Ob!>truLt liie 
outlet of the catheter and feel the prostate through 

the reemra. We e;tn trace the entlulcr through 
(he gland into the bladder. And, now, during 
tenesmus, we feel the catheter to be firmly grasped, 
the pro-tntp ernwded forward, and can imagine 
bow its muscular tibrea are contracting. Now, 
remove Ihe obstruclion f>oro the outlet of the cathe- 
ter. Ths urine i* iii-e!Kir_'ed wilh force ;ind the 
man's rigid muscles expand their energy in a groan 
expression of relief. This looks very much as If 
the catheter had removed the impediment lo the 
normal discharge of urine, but did it remove im- 
pediment other than due to enlargement of the 
pro-tate? Might not the contraction of other muscu- 
lar tissue than that of the prostate have been removed 
by the passage of the insirutnculf There certainly ift 
abutj'hiticcs of muscular (i'■^lle iib )Ut the Urethra that 
requires lo cooperate in perfect harmony with mus- 
cular tissue of the bl.tdiler to hnve nc>rmiii micturi- 
tion; and a nervou>< apparatus so sensitive, and ao 
delicately ndjii<te:i to ilir will tliat il knows just 
when lu prompt the evacuation of urine under nor- 
mal conditiiins. Is it not reasonable to suppoM that 
a man who has never h:if! tromirrlirp i or «ufTcred any 
accident to the urethra or prostate could suffer the 
ill health which this nan suffers? Is it fair to aa> 
Slime that fibroitl hypertrophy of the prostrate Is at 
the bottom of ail these cases? Wby should an ali 
wise Creatorselect tnis gland for an untoward growth 
with no other apparent purpose than to Inflict upon 
its owner the agonies of vesical tenesmus, putrid 
urine, and perhaps stone? It yields a b.;tter iherapy 
to recognize in bladder and urethra a oervoua' 
or<^auizalion whioh np<»rfites in harmony with 
oilier animal functions, to believe that de- 
rangement of the normal ralatioiu between 
skin or digestive appiirHlus and kidneys may 
io change the quality of urine that it will be- 
come a source of unusual irritation to the senaoiy 
ncrvesof the blmlcler, provokiii L,"*neh frequent vesical 
genital reflexes that muscular and vascuhur hype^ 
trophy is the natural consequence. Sae4 * therapy 
leads us in the present c isc to the use of opium sup- 
positories to allay the morbid instability; to the pas- 
sage of the aoftest catheter anfflcienUy often to pre- 
vent the Irritating and septle «IEmis of deo«aipoili« 
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urine, and to give phy?iiilo<;i( !il rest to nil the organs 
concernfd in micturition, and to the choice of diel 
and hygiene that will give the blandest qiMlitiM to 
the urine. 

If. on further examinBlioD, our patient proves to 
have stone or a willfully vicious prostate, this plan 
will put him in the best possible condition for opera- 
lion. There will be no daai,'cr of fleptica?tnia from 
tlM atnorptkMi of aeptUs urioe thrcut^h a wounded 
nrefhr.i. blTidder or perineum. Tlu rt' U uo occasion 
for dosing him with alkalies, to furilier deruuj^e his 
dig»4tioii. perhaps. The urea decomposing in his 
bladder, in acr. irdnn'^' witli tlip well known for- 
mula, maintains sufticienl alkalinity. The restora- 
tion of the Bormal aeld reaetlon will be our safest 
clinical sulili- that septic fermcnt itinn has cesised in 
hit urioe and that he m^y with propriety bo tiubuut- 
l«d to the koife or titbotrite. Senile hyperlniphy 
o£ tlie prostate is the result of dc-rangement of the 
▼esico genital reflexes— of trophic influences not 
limited to the pnwiate. 

Bntftrstd Thyroid (r'an//.— This patient, John 
Froemnn. will be seventeen years of age the 
first of February next. On questioning him I elicit 
the following history : Heeompluins of a trouble, 
which hr chnrnHeriies as croup, and which began 
three years ago. Simultancou>i|y with its appear 
nnce the thyroid gland commenced to enlari^e, 
the .severity of fhr n'hrr aymptom* increa^pd the 
gUpd increased in size, ite complains of dyspniea 
which be saye Is worse on asaumlng the recumbent 
posture. We will endeavor to make :i Inryn^^oscopic 
ezamioation. With a good light and no dimmutiou 
in the calibre of the trachea, we should be able to 
aee down as far as ifs biriin ation. T will ask the 
patient to protrude the tongue and breathe rapidly 
thereby keeping the glottis open. The rolrror 
should first he warmed so as to prevent the condc:»- 
sation of moisture on its surface. The patient now 
follows my directions, protrudes the tongue, which 
I grwep. an«l breathes rapidly. I now insert the 
mirror and fill'! nn innpeclion, that the margins of 
the glottis arc paie. The insuflloiency of light pre- 
vents further examination in tlfu way. On cxamin- 
inij till' tumor I'rfrrnLilly notice that with each 
act of deglutition it rises and fulls, indicaliuif its 
tracheal attachment; tbte, I think, you can all see. 
On furtlu r rx.iminaiion wp fi.A it wedced in be- 
twcea the sternum and trachea. This latter is the 
prvrtMbleeause of the dyspncea. which may be catisud 
in two way<: '•>' prp-i-iurc on th - trachea and In that 
way diminishing its calibre, or by pri^ure on the 
recurrent laryngi'sl Derree. If you recall the effects 
which followed division of these nerve-, ris demon- 
strated by viriseclioo. when 1 touched in the matter 
of Respiration, you will remember that the glottis 
remained closed after they were divided. Hence 
the efTr'ct that pressure on these nerves would have. 
Dr. Willitm Warren Greene, attained great renown 
for bis manysuoeessful oporatioos for the removal of 
these turaors.buinooae seems as yet.t" ixAic attained 
hia proflcieaoy. I shall recommend as treatment in 
Ia flita btd't case the interntl Mhlbitloa of iodidn of 



potassium, five grain doses thrice daily, and the ex- 
ternal application of the compound iodine oint* 

1 r [it 

i;r*>«fA'YM— This iHd has been here before. Ec 
was seventeen years of age tile 98th of last Deeem* 
ber. He was taken sick seven weeks ago. while at 
work in the polishing dep irlmL'nl of the stove works, 
and thinks that the inhalatifm of the dust resulting 
from such work is \\v: c iu*e of his trouble. He was 
fnkfn in the l^glnning with chills and fever of a 
remittent character, cough an<l loss of appetite. 
He bus improved somewhat under treatment, which 
cnnsistcfl nf rlif pvliihirinn of quinin'' and ir«n As 
I pcrcuas the chest, front and back, you will oiwerve 
that no abnormal flafn-tss la el:elled. Auscultation 
reveals coars*'. crepitant r.llcs on hnth *it les nf the 
chest, during both inspiration and expiration. We 
will request the patient to lie on the table and look 
fi»r disease of other than the thoracic organs. I see 
you notice the peculiar shape of the chest. Well, 
if you place any man in this position you will bo 
likely to have the same deformity. Percussion along 
the edge of the ribs n-veaU a tympanitic sound; 
here we have the stomach, and here the colon. 
Now we come down to the iliac foswe. We turn 
I he patient on his side. In this position we have 
some trouble defiuing the boundaries of the spleen 
and kidneys. This position allows the spleen to 
slidf awiiy; the interposition of muscles and fat 
also renders it dilticult to dellue this organ. I 
notice here a pecaUir bulging of the ribs. I run 
my hand under the ribs, but can tliscover no tumor. 
Tins examiaalion. coupled with the fact that the 
attack was tunhcred in by cbilis. fetrer and cough, 
narrows our case down, and renders our •liiii:;Mo«i8 
of bronchitis and malaria a corapHrativcly easy 
mutter. I shall coolloue the treatment, with the 
precaution to give fifteen to twenty grains of qui 
nine during twenty-four hours every seventh or 
eighth day, so as to anticipate a return of the 
trouble. 

Tbasjtfilj*.— TbUi patient. Enma B.. is twenty two 

years of -azc- S le complains of a sore thro^it, diffi- 
culty in swallowing, and a pain m the cbe-st. Her 
indisposition was ushered in with chills and head- 
Hclif. She sav^ '^lie ff'lt very bad y'^-ti-rd^iy. hut is 
easier to day. Urf tongue is a liiUe pasty. On ex- 
amination of the throat the mucous membrane is 
found reddened and the left tonsil swolloti. Fler 
temperature U US^". This is a very good history of 
tonsillitis. In somecaxes of timsilliiia we have a 
temperature of lO-l' (tr 10.> and a high pulse, which, 
under ordinary eircum>tances, ia indicative of seri- 
ous trouble. A few years ago this woman suffered 
from diphtheria of a .severe type, the muscles of the 
throat l>eing paralyzed, the fiiod pasyiogout through 
the nostrils. Se was some s'ix mouths reooveriug. 
She Imagines this to be dlphth. ria, but as we have 
no coiistilujioiiiil -iyinptoms and an improvement in 
conilition, we shall leave out diphlhe ia, and advise 
a gargle of chlorate of potash and hjdMstis Caiuw 
d^isis. 
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H«art Cloi— One of tli« Complieations of 
Dli^Mloria. 

BTJ»0r. J. M. ©A OOVTA, M. 1)., PHILADBI.I'illA, PA. 



i'auenl a very heallhy girl, »t. six. bad a sliarp 
Attack of dipbtberia about December 10. 1876. Tbe 

membrani' disappeared on the fifth or ^^ixth tl ly, but 
recurred 4« hours later, and she was much more ill 
dun at flfst with feiy extensive formation of peeudo 
mrmhninc. Slie was truaU'il thrnii^^liout wiih full 
doses of quiaia. Uncture ferri cbluridi, potassium 
ditorateand eoliition of iroo. and chlorate' of pn 
taMa applied locallv io ilii> fauces. Agaio the mem- 
brane disappeared, also the swelling of the cervical 
glands, and tbe sobcuianeons infiltration, which had 
been exlrtiiu;, slowly subsided. She Kirained 
strength and was apparently bcginoing to convalesce 
early in the third week of the attack, when she wns 
seized with Tomltiag. The orin< wiui slightly a! 
bumiaous; no miernscnpical esamimitlon wa« mmk'. 
The vomiting was constant and resis ed every cifort 
of u most judidous kind for four days. I saw her 
Willi Dr. Yarrow on n.-rember 29lh. It was n-rrred 
to Slop all food by th« mouth; to givo iajectiuus 
of beef extract, with three gndns of qalnia and 
two drops of tinrfure of npnim tvt ry f.mr hour-, 
and by mouth a powder of calomel, one third of a 
gralD. soda blcatbooate two aii&a half grains, every 
three hours. A blister was applied to the eptga.s- 
tvium. She was then very restless, tossing from 
tide to side: the pupils were dilated, soiface very 
pale. extrcmUiL's not cool, tongue sliichtly coated, 
dryish, epithelium rough and papilla; prominent. 
It waa diScult to ascertain whether there was epi- 
gastric tenderness; it certainly did not seem to be 
intense. More minute examination wa^ nvoidid fur 
fdur of producing vumiiiug Thu next day ihe 
aeemad better; had vomited only once In 24 hours, 
and IiHfl Ivegun to retain a few drops at a time of 
milk aiiu lime-water Tbe injections had all been 
retained. The tongue was a little lesa dry, but the 
child quiet and indisposed to talk. The pnl>p was 
small and weak, but not mure so than seemed 
natutal, onndderiog the exhaustlTe character of the 
attack. The powders were nowordcn-d U} \h- -riven 
lesa frequently: injections also at longer intervals, 
and a little more nourishment with a few drops of 
brandy cautiously given by the mouth. Decfinlier 
81st, Tomitiog had enUrely ceased; the child had re 
tained teaspoonful doses of nourishment about every 
two hours; the injeciions had also been taken rei^u- 
larly and retained. The surface was pale ami per- 
haps slightly cool, bat this was not spccnilly noticed; 
pulse wnall but vegntar, 85-40 in a minute. There 
was no valvular murmur; the sound<t were fniiU but 
neither tumultuous nor confused. About twelve 
drops of tincture opii deo<lor. had been given in 
divided dose? dtirini:: 2\ hours Tlu- amount of 
nourishment by the mouth was increased. Full 
doeea of quloia were continued by ifijectioas. Two 
or lluee boon after our oonaultatioD It waa noticed 



that the child's feet became cold, and that this soon 
extended to the knees and armi. The child's appf-ar- 
anee changed; she gave a sudden gapping effort 
and a m')ti >n as tliou<;h to push the mother 
away, and died without further struifgle. At a 
po^l mortem examinatt m made on tbe following 
day, intense congestion of the 11 vei waa found with 
enlargemt nt and u deep purplish < )lor The kid- 
nevH were also deeply c-mgiijited, the st cretiag cells 
<if 111! lubullia beini; in a state of "cJnndy swelling." 
The spleen W!)<* •~!'2'itly i nlarged from rn^.tr^n'm- nt. 
There was no pleural or pericardial etlu^jion. The 
lungs were ptle. retracted and crepltanL The right 
cavities of the hear' w.Tf rn-irm -it^'y di>t«'n lt d. 
The auricle cuulaiui-d much soft, dark, clotted 
blood. There was a firm white clot entangled in 
the tricuspid leafletH, and r'vti nd'ni; fruni there into 
the right ventricle, where it was very lightly at- 
tached to tbe musculur trabecultt by delicate prolon- 
caii.in-^; was thence prolonized into the pulmonary 
artery, the calibre of which was. to a great extent, 
obstructed by a firm, white, ante mortem clot, which 
wa-s moulded on the leaflets and closely attached to 
the walls. The left caviiics of the heart contained 
less bloofl. but here aLso there was a large, firm, 
ante mortem clot ubsiructing the mitral oritice. part- 
ly tilling Irfl ventricif and prr.:.ini:i-d inio the 
aorta. Tin. tu iscular fllirnsj from tiie heart were in 
advanced fatty degsneraiiou, their transverse stria- 
ti<m being in places completely obliterated. The 
coateuts of the stomach were only ingesta. Its 
mucous membrane was for the most part not much 
congested; but at nne spot , m ar the middle ..f tli.- 
greater curvature, there was inteose congestion; 
Otherwise the stomach was entirely normal . The 
occurrence of heart clot is now known to be among 
the dangers in au many diseases that it deniands 
careful study. It must be understood, of coarse, 
that I only refer to sut h chits as are formed in tite 
heart some considerable time before death, and which 
play a principle part In causing death. It is well 
known that whcnevi r Uu k t of dying is protracted, 
heart clots are apt to be formed. But these have 
little or no pathological siguiflcauce. The true ante- 
mortem heart clot is di.'itingolshed by oertain an- 
at-'inical charu'ters, which are unusually well illus- 
trated in the above ca^^c. It is whitish, firm and 
tough; it is apt to l>e moulded on the Inequalities of 
the inner surface of the heart and may be tightly at- 
tached by delicate pruloozatioas pasi4og around the 
muscular traliecnlie. The circumstances wbtefa 
favor the formation of ■iurh clot-; ru,? quite various. 
Attempts have been m:ide to explain their produc- 
tion, but none of the theories have been fully sub- 
.stanli:i'r 1, or ran !m :i;>p!ifd to uU cases. Among 
the coudilions vvhl h preUiaposc may be mentioned: 
An excels of tbe fibrinous elements of tbe blood, 
roughness or vegetations of the leaflets of the valves 
of the heart, obstructions to the circulation of the 
blood, failure or momentary arrest of cardiac action, 
and the iutriKluctioQ of certain specific poisons into 
the blood. There are doubtless other coaditioui. 
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but Thrfip nrr-' thi^ mot;* promiaent tfUi often several 
of ibem are a»sociat«ii la a single Cise. Tlius, ia 
diphtheria there la % greaier tendeniqr to the produc- 
tion of corpuscular fibrinous cxuil'ttions thnn in 
otlicr zymotic diseases, aad the blood contaius a 
larger proportion of fibrinous element There Is 
also a iiiiirkfd tendency to degeneration of the car- 
diac muscular fibres witti great enfeebling of its 
action; not rarely also Ibere will be found sligiit 
evidences of emiocarditis, in the form of minute, 
i>ead -like vegetations on the milnil leaflets. The 
latter were not found iu the above case, but 
the degeneration of the muscular structure of 
the heart was marked The tendency to 
h^rt clot io diphtheria is, accordingly, so very 
strong that it mu«t never be forgotten or lost 
sight of. This accident mny orciir at any %\vi.^ of 
the disease, and not rarely, as in this case, it taices 
place after eon^lesoenoe seems established. I have 
also known it to occur at an earlier stage in 
cases which were apparently doing perfectly 
well. The only special determining influence 
which I have suspected in such < . < - has been an 
undue amount of muscular effort. This, therefore, 
should be acnipulously avoided In alt cases of 
diphtheria, for this as well as for other reasons. 
Although usually followed by death, it is important 
to l)e able to detect the occurrence of heart-clot, if 
possible. The symptoms wbldi may he stated as 
indicative of this condition are anxiety and preat 
dyspnvea, pallor of the fact: and cuulness of ex- 
tremities, small frequent pulse, and obscure, dull 
heart sounds, with occasionally a blowinj^ murmur. 
It will be seen that the symptoms we have detected 
In the esse here published were peculiarly obacme. 
I am inclined to regard the violent vomiting as one 
of the first results of the heart clot. The obstruc- 
tion to the entrance of blood into the right cavities 
of the heart caused intense congestion of (he liver 
and of the mucous membrane of the stomach. This 
would readily account for the obstinate vomiting, 
and careful examination of the stomach after death 
failed to reveal any other csu«ie. It is true that 
there has been found, a few days before, a trace of 
albumen in (he urine, and that the early stage of 
kidney dispa^e, with close swelling of the epthelium 
existed, but these do not suffice to aoxtunt for the 
■uddeB occurrence of such violent and unoontrol- 
able vomitini:, withntit any symptoms of antcmia. 
Considering the marked ante-mortem characters of 
the dots. It must be admitted that they had existed 
for several days before death, yet until half an hour 
before death no symptoms occured to call ^^pccial 
attention to tbe heart. It is true that they may 
have been masked by the freciuent vomiting and the 
slight opiate effect which was sustained. There 
-was DO extreme dyspnooa, however, and the pulse 
wa.4 regular and not very rapid. There was also 
nothing special about the heart s<)Und-<, which were ! 
observed to be merely faint. Ii is importani. there- 
fOfU, to note how insidious may be tlie formation of 
heartdotf and how doeely we should be oo our 



guard against It When finally the clots attained such 
%\ub as U> seriously obstruct tbe orifices of the heart, 
and prevent the closure of the valves, very eharao- 
teristic symptoms appeared, and were rapidly fol- 
lowed by death. The prognosis in case^ of heart- 
clot Is very grave, still in a few io stances It cannot 
be doubted that the clot has gradually contracted 
and finally become attached to some part of the 
heart's cavity, where it has not iuterfi red seriously 
with cardiac action, and thus life baa l)een saved. 
Tn other cases it is p*)-siblp tlint a small clot may 
have undergone gradual rnuleeular diiitolegralion, 
and have been distributed without occurrence of 
serious embolism. Thin fortunjite lermlnslion can- 
cot, liowever, be hoped for in any given case; and 
nearly always death follows in from a few hours to 
a few days. The most im[>orlant part of the treat- 
ment is prophylactic, as the marked tendency to 
formation of heart^clot in diphtheria is probably 
connected with the .^ipeeiiil alteration of the blood, 
and there is oo remedy known which will avert this 
dreadful accident. But there is llule doubt that by 
judiciously sustaininir the tone of cardiac action, 
and by carefully guarding against all mu.«cular exer- 
tion, especially in tbe way of setting up or rising to 
the feet, a good dasl may be done to lessen the 
danfjer of its oernrrenee. Should it become evident 
that the formalioa of bearl-clol has taken place, llie 
only treatment to be recommended still Is active 
stimulation of the tone of the heart. The '■ .ri ni.i 
remedies which have been advised, with the idea 
tbat the solution of the clot might be promoted, are 
useless. Ammonia is valuable, not in this latter 
way, but simply as a stimulant to respiration 
and drculatioB. Alcoholic stimuli and concentrated 
nourishment must be given as freely as seems called 
for by the prostration and the depression of circula- 
tion. I should place more reliance upon digitalis, 
freely administered than upon any other remedy. 
Absolute avoidance of mincular efforts must be in- 
sisted on, still, as before stated, it is only in very ex- 
ceptional cases that death does not follow. 



I Reported bjr J do CbaM M. D., AMsiiOaut Ophthalmic Sur- 
fsoo to St. Marr'e HospliaLI 

CUalcftl CMit. 

aiBVICF. OF Kl OKNK HMITII. M. U., PK0FKSS90B OF 
OPin'aAI.UOLOOY ANP OTOI^T, DBTBorr 
HBOfCAI. OOLLBOB. 

V<i*e \.—E/>it/ielui( Crtn«r.— Knbt, C. a't. 50, 
Trenton. Mr. C. was brought to the Detroit OoHqie 
clinic by Dr. Carletnn, (/f Trenton. Three }'eBrs 
ago the patient first noticed a pimple on the inner 
side of the right upper lid. He eulEered oo discom- 
fort from it; after a few months tlic pimple be2:an to 
enlarge. The surrounding portion of lid became 
inflamed and soon an "caUnf sore*' started up. Hia 
phjslclaiis had caoteriaed the spot with only tem- 
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porary relief each lime. At this time. Jm. 4ib. the 

excoriation extended from jusl above the Inner third 
of llic eyebrow down to, nml involving the Inner 
portion of the upper lid being about \\ incii 
long, and ^ iooh broad. The ulcer wm dm- 
rhari^'ino: ;i ^m.iW nmntinl of yellowNIi lliiiii. Tlu* 
skta abtnil ihc the ulcr was slijjbUy thickened and 
congested. The iiloer&iioii was found to bare ex- 
tpndf'ti thronr^h the »-kin alone, which explained the 
absence of paio. Extirpation vtt& advised and pt-r- 
formvd by Or. Smith lo the presence of the claaa 
After sulMluing the hcmorrhaiie, wh.ch was copiouvi, 
the wound was cloe«d by a slidiog flap wcurcd from 
the forehead, and held in place by sutures. The 
patient relurned to St. Mary s Clinic. Jan. 14th. ten 
di^s after the operation. Tlie lower end of the flap 
had failed to unite. The doctor In whose care ln- 
was pliiced had removed the Htilchea and the flnp 
had t<li>;btly retractt d. lie hrul tlieii Iwen advisi-«l 
to use "some kiud of uti oiuUnetit and a poultice." 
The ioHi rue lions had been faithfully followed and 
as a result the wound presented a pale, bopgy sur 
face, at the lower end. 'I'he upp^r two thirds ba<l 
united. A atlmnlattnK ointment, of earlM>1lc acid, 
5 gritins to the onncr of cosmoHne. was onlerrd iinti 
the poultuc discontinued. The patient returned 
four days later. The edges of the wound bad now 
coin nirnced to unite and the extreme Inwcr end lo 
heal by granulation. Simple cosmuliac drciising 
was now ordered. When seen the following week, 
Mr C. could open and clf>se the eye perfectly; the 
wotuid waa completely healed. About the middle 
of .Tune, Mr. C. called at Dr. Smith's ofSce bringing 
with hitn a photograph of himsdf by Millard, and » 
thank offering of flowers and strawberries. It is 
almost impossible to see in the picture any trace of 
the opemtion. No distortion of the lid followed 
the npprrtiion. and the result may be taken a** 
further evidence '^f the clBcacy of the sliding flap in 
replacing Inet tiastte. 

('<i^? 2 — P: itfieliomt of Lj^/ — Miss M.. a;t. 30. P.\ 
tient came to St. Uary'a December ITib. preiaentiug 
a small tumor of lower lid of left eye. She had 
iiolired ti |>lmi)l<' oil Iier hd for some months. Iml it 
had never pained her until receuUy. Sbe thought 
itwis growing slowly, and was anxious to liav« 
something done for it. The tumor was MtHated 
about i inch from the edge of the lid. midway Ik'- 
tween the outer and Inner canthus. It was about 
the size of a half {>ea, and was somewhat 
tendtT. The patient rnn«ented to immediate r«' 
uiuval, which was |x;rf<irmed by Dr. Smith. A 
rectMgolar piece of itttq^umeot \».\ inch, inelttdiBg 



the tumor, was removed. After dtaeeeilng . the sUb I 

below the edges of the wound were draw n together 1 
and united by sutures. December 28<1, w«»und 
closed save at the outt-r an(} lower angle, where it 
was discharging a small amimnt of pus. A pfohe 
was inserted and the opening found to extend across 
the entire length of the wound. Sulphate of zinc. 
% gn- to the ounce, was injected for « day or two, 
wiien the wound closed. The pntient WSil dis- 
charged Decern biT 28(h. • 

Chas 8.— Geo. B.. ct. tB. came to the college 
clinic in .Tmiiarv, L;iviiii; the fnllMwiiii; ld-.ti>ry: For 
some years he ba;^ been troubled with the lean 
running over on to his chei'k and for several mnnlha 
pa<>t he had noticed that some matter could be 
squeezed out of his eye. About three months ago a 
tumor had commenced to grow i-y the side of bis nose, j 
and as it steadily increased in size be became 
alarmed and consiiUcil a doctor (?) tlti" city, who ' 
d ngnoaed cancer aHd promised to cure liitu for (30. 
wit.iout usini; the Itnifo. He had \)cen under treat- 
ment for about two week<»and thought liinic'f worse 
rather than better, lie said Uuit electricity sod 
some kind of paste had been used. At tbe timo of 
his jipptiarance at tlie clinic the entire lower lid wag 
swollen. At the iuuir anj^le this was so great as to 
nearly dose the rye, of course obliterating the lower 
puncture. Alwit • meli from ilie inner angh- anl 
two lines from the edge of the lid was situated a j 
large ulcer. Which discharged pus freely. The I 
patient said that it was at this spoi the doctor used 
the paste, and that tlie ulcer was growing. Through 
out the extent of tlie lownr lid n ha^ formation 
could be fell, over the outer portion of which the 
skin glided freely. In the reition of the ulcer this 
itody was thick and firm. It tapered to a pinot 
neiir the outer nngle. Considering the case as one 
of d icryo cysrni^ with n*sulliug perforation jind 
inflllration of the neighboring tissue, which liad 
been aggrsTaled by irritants applied at ttA neat 
of perforaiion, the p.xMcnt was a Ivi^ed to keep the 
parts clean and j'ut on a poultice at night. The case 
began to improve at once. The li 1 became enfter; 
the ulcer to<ik on a healthy actiou, and the .swetling 
was reduced in size. The patient having lieen told 
that* Rlight operation was advisable, preferred to 
return 10 the cancer doctor, as he had "paid in ad- 
vance and was to be cured without the knife." 
The operation mentioned was the slitting up the 
canaliculus to allow free escnps Of pus ffom the 
laclirym c s x k. Tin- ens** wns wn only once sub 
.sequcuily. The ulcer hrtd cidarged and the lid was 
more swollen than when flrsl seen. 
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The Last Illnhss or G vmubtta. — Tlic short 
life of Gambuita will 1)11 n liirgc Rpiicc in history, 
iad the facts coDDectcd with liis lust illness Imvu 
a peculiar inturcnl from a wienliflc point i«f view. 
Uis cuiic Is a very Instructive one, in view of which 
fuel we take the IiIk ny of reproducing'' in full ii 
translation from ilu- Vuuta MC*Uicale of tbu follow, 
lug iateresting urticle: 

"The wottod caused on MoTembcr S7th by the 
ball of i\ rt'Volver, which, entering by llic palni a 
aurfacc of lUe haad, pas^cU out ut Utc ilora:il surface 
of the forearni. w IS nearly healed l>y Decvnilier lOib. 
On the 13th. after rallier a full mc.tl, .M. GaniltetiH 
full a tiom«iwUat severe puiu in the left thiiik, which, 
after lasting about half au hour, {,'rmluully *\\»- 
appeuretl of itself. Fur nevunil ycirn pi-~L u 
aiinilitr i>ain hiiil very ofiea maiiifvstcil itself about 
aa hour after nicuU. M. O^imbulla un these occa- 
Stooa placed his hand quickly on hi.H r\\;Ul sbtc, 
towards the region of the 1iv<t. uiid ni i lc some 
pressure th. i . after which the pun ^railuilly went 
Away. Thf irequent recnrrenoe uf this p.\in hail to 
<nmc PTff'i'.i i-npifN-d t > hi n a j,'e.«-ture wliicli be- 
came habitual to hiin, unit which c » listed in the 
application of the p-ilm of the right hand to the 
right Hide of the ab loim-n. On Ihis occ i»ion Ihe 
rej^ion re.naiued painful fur a longer tune thNU 
nauat On the lOih. M. 0:imbet'a receive'l aoino 
frii id-;, hecnme fn L'in- I. and reuiained s ui ■hIi it 
late in hiii garden, feeding. u« he n^t d, m well in the 
open air. In the evening tie wai suix-jd with Nliivur. 
iug and fever, the te tiper itiirc ri>iii;i to 40' C , 
aod tilt pain of tlij ub lo^n -n becouiiiig auveiu. 
During the foll'twin^ d ly^ tliu .xyiuptomi uf u p.!ri. 
typhlitia laanifesied ihemsetre*, foUowring the tniek 



oP ihe ascending colon. lofldmmntinu then spread 
to til'' wait of the abdomen and the iliac fo^sa, tn 
du( in:; g:tttgrenc, and deatti oa December 31st. On 
<ldrerent j^cc t-ione duriiiij two years, the uriue had 
been e.xuuiined by D.. 8iredey, who believed hia 
illustrious patient to be diabetic, btltdtd notdeteol 
sugar, n.i December I8'li, fifletn ;^rnmmcH per 
litre WHH tomid, but ou this occasion alone, uooe 
beinfr aiiliarqiieDtly detected. Albumeo, oo the 
'itlit r iiiuid w:is fiKHid at every ex:tniinatioD. At 
the autopsy, pcrfurined furly cit;ht hours after 
doHth. tile pmrpfaetion of th« liver and kidaeya 
provented a:iy cMicl ex irniuation being made 
K< c ' Ut inhammatiun of the peritoneum waa found, 
aiining probably on the last day, in the Ticioity of 
the ascending colon. A subperitoneal inHaniiualion 
of the whole of the right hypochoudrium existed, 
especially around Ihe large iult-siiucs (periculitit^; 
and there were two largo gangrenous patches in the 
wall of the abilomen, above the groin, and in the 
costo iliac Mpace. Old ndhesious cxiiitcd in the bili- 
ary voicle, which wiia much thickened, and the 
anirlfj of Uie colon, and between tlie appendi.Y vcrmi- 
foiinis and uucum. Nowhere was there a collec- 
tion of pus, bat while detaching the periioncuja 
there accumul itt ri about two spoonfuls at the perl- 
tuueo.parielal Juncture. Finally, a more iinpurtani 
.csion wan an old ooniraction of Ihe last Ore oenti- 
metres of the iltu u and the ileo ciccai valve— fortu- 
iug so narr>>w a »iriulure Ibal the end uf the little 
finger could not traverse it. This stricttire was evi- 
dently the c>iu>e ot the pain whti'li came on after 
nu-'ils, at iiic inue wheu the tligciled food vm* INISS- 
in^ I rum the amali into tbo largo tntotrtiue. Ii was 
more vioteut during convalescence, because M. Gam. 
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betla, who Lad adhered to a somewhat rigorous 
diet during the cicatrisatfoo of the wound, recurred 

too quickly to his habitual regimen. There then 
occurred a kiud uf iiilcstioal obstructiou, caused 
by the old etrictare. which, not havinf been dilated 
by food diiriiii: ii fortnight. ofTerod an o))s(!ieli' to 
the pas>«nge of digested matters. The pais was 
more acute and of longer duration than it usually 
bad been, becauH* on this oecasjon tlie intotiue 
underwent a sudden dilatation. What took place 
then? Perhaps a contraction of the a<ljoining intes- 
tine: i>crhui>s Ik <li<;ht liuenition. which became the 
(>oint of departure of the phle^rnMU found to exist 
on the followiof; days. Tiie respiratorj' organs were 
lound. The brain, tlie con volullona of which were 
most dislinet, only weighed llfiO <rraintiies. \vlii( h 
is the weight of a small ordinary brain; b.il it is the 
opinion of the saTaote of hif^ieat authority, that the 
development of the iutellcrtual powers is not in 
absolute relation to the weight uf the brain. No 
one will deny that tboee of M. Oambetta were most 
remarkable. The cive, then, may Ix^ stimmi d np 
thus: A setou-Uke wound of the band and foijeurm.^ 
whteb was heated by Decemt)er 10th; int^iifinal 
obstruction on the 13tli, which proljahly indtireil the 
phlegmon in the vicinity of an old stricture of U)*> 
intestinal — a phlegmon which, occurrins: in an obese, 
albuminuric, and perhaps diabetie subject. l)ccame 
diffuse, gancTcnous, and fatal. It has been said 
that M. Guml)et1a was syphilitic; that is pos.siblc, 
but no trace of the diathesis was found either dur- 
ing his last malady or after his death. The con 
duct of the surgeons in attendance, who maintained 
an almost absolute expectation, has been variouslv 
criticised. The opinion of other bolder sunreons 
hais licen brought forward, who would not have 
Imitated to liave sought for pus, cost what it might. 
But loolcinL' at tlie cniiMtitutional condition of the 
patient as regards oi»esity, albuminuria, etc., we 
have ereiy reason to lielleve that those who would 
have been enterprising enoUL'h til < iir fur jiiis. which 
nowhere existed as a collection, would have e.vposed 
themselves to the risk of making (to employ the 
happy expression of one of the consultants) an au- 
topsy on the living. " 



TuK Ameuic.\n Academy ok Mkuicine. — The 
annual address of the pre^sideut of this association. 
Dr. Tr.iil fJrecn, of lvi^l"n. Pa., has been received. 
We have read it, as wc have the addresses of the 
previous presidents, since the orgaoixniion of Itie 
society in ISTfi, .and have laid it away with the hwnw 
feeling of disappointment. The Aniericuu Academy 
of Medicine, it may be remembered, is an associa- 
tion, an essential qualiflontion for membership in 
which is the degree uf M. A., or B. A., secured 
through examination after regular attendance on 
the curriciilutn of a reputable enllege. It was 
organized in the interest of the cause of a higher 
medical education, and the burden of the preriden,- 
tial addresscH tints far has l>een the d( < l:Lt:ition tliat 
auch education presupposes an advanced standard of 



literary attainment in the part of those entering 
upon the study of medicine. The growth of Its 

membership has. we are informed, been rapid, and 
it DOW has enrolled M. D.'soi the nation, with M. 
A. and B. A. attachments, to the number of several 

hundred 

We are enthusiastically in favor of the end this 
association was organized to promote. The man 

who has entered upon the study of medicine with- 
out a previous thorotigb literary training, will always 
lalx)r under a load which he will tind it irksome to 
liear. While in a few notable instjinces it lias acted 
as a stiimilu-. in the great majririty of cases this load 
is an incubus. There is a grade of mental tibrt; 
which readily takes on vicarious' function, as it 
were. In such cases r('iiri><-'n>n iti one direction 
stimulates development elsewhere, and it is barely 
poesible that if Hunter and Dupuytren had lieen 
M. A.V. Ihey would have found in letters attrac- 
tiioss Whicji wouid ba%'e weaned thom from science. 
'Doubtless. to</ ^le^ave members of the contempo- 
rary pfnrfrssion ia\A-\(om natural powers have iR'en 
■stlmu^Ued 'zather tha4 repressed by lack of intimacy 
with the contributi*iJs of others. But cases of this 
kind af«* isolated ai\d to adduce them, as hfia lieen 
done by a uir<lieal feacla r in this state, as argument 
against a thurdtigh literary or classical traiuing as 
a prerequisite to the study of medicine, savors too 
strongly of sp< cial pleading. 

The American Academy of Medictne, we repeat, 
has our endorsement in so far as concerns Its Insist- 
ence on the necessity of sound preparatory training 
in the medical student, and we especially commend 
that feature of its organic law which repudiates 
such "M. A.'s" (often literary ignoramuses and 
boors), as seek to further inflate their obnoxious 
egotism by the attachment to tiieir names of degrec}^ 
secured by direct iMin b isc, and without even the 
pretence of an examinutioii. frnin some of the cp'Ss- 
roads religious "colleges" which abound. We have 
such H. A.'s in our midst, and the fraudulent at- 
titchment never fail-i to accompiiniment their signa- 
tures, whether on hotel register, newspaper note, or 
the most insignificant announcement. We respect 
the "M. .\. ' when its stands fur its le^ilim.ifc sig 
niticatiou, but when it is utilized to inflate cgoli.sm. 
il becomes a stench in the nostrils of honest men. 

While, however, wc thus endorse the Academy, 
we are constrained to remark that it is high time 
thai il give forth some proof of the correcluesit of 
its declaration that the qualifications implied by 
the degree of M. A. prepare f<ir superior tnrdi< al 
work. It is now in the seventh year of \\^ exist- 
ence, but where is the evidence that It Is superior, in 
a strictly nu'dicid sense, tn ine.licdl societies which 
do nut make tlic M. A. a condition of membersliipl' 
It gave us to hope great things of It, but the hope 
deferred commenceth to mik> the heart sicll. 
What valuable paper or contribution has l)een 
evolved from its mass of brain so thorotighly 
trained? Wherein do such proceedings as it has 
published differ from proceedings issued by societies 
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of teas pretentions? •We have failed to discover any 
peculiarly M. A. element in any of them, yea even 
though we have scanned them with an eye especially 
set for discovery. We endorse every ooe of the 
pliititudcti of the president's addrcM. even to his 
copious exlructs from remarks by men whose 
names were never writtea with tbe M. A. affix, but 
after ftll w« are coostralncd to exclaim €ui bono. 

AROUMENT to COMPKl* TQB MSDICAL PROFF.S 

aiOK -TO WOHK FOB NOTimi*.— O. W. Wlj^Ut. A. M.. 
M. D., attorney »t law, in a paper ruaci before tbe 
American Public Health Af^sociation. at Indianapo- 
lis, uses a unique araument ih show why medical 
mea should be compi-lled bv tbe pr)licc power of 
the fttale to make death certificate^ mil notiflcations 
of diseases dangerous to the public health without 
eompensatton. He aays: ^'Medical men who le^kl* 
• mately belong to the profession, frequuntly petition 
legialattires to guard their ranks against the iovaaioa 
of qu8e1ci,and sbould not rebel against the Mvereignty 
whose protection they invoke." This is, u.y \v<. n 
novel way to look at the matter. We have been io- 
terested in medical bills ever since we were admitted 
to the profession, and have discussed them with 
many men who, we supposed, were legitimate mem- 
bers of the profcs>iioi) ; but.we have never known 
and do not Ik-I u'vc uny p til ion w<n ever presented 
in this or any olher state, asking that thf profcMion 
be protected against quackery. No medical man who 
lias given decent or respectful attention to a bill to 
regulate the prnr>ti<*<' of tncilu iiu' has thou'jfht. such 
a bill was to protect him from the pecuniary eu- 
eroacbments of qaaelterjr. Such bills and all peti- 
tions In'arinij thereon have had for motive force, the 
deiiire common among respectable medical men to 
protect the public against tbe dangers of employing 
vicious and iiinoraiit men ni - Ileal advisers. All 
bills that have failed to become Ihw have licea de- 
feated because of an aasumptlon of tbe very reason 
for which Dr. Wight would hivc U9 believe tbeir 
paasage was asked. 

The opposition which has led to tbe defeat of pro- 
posed laws regulating the practice of modiciiie in 
Michigan has succeeded oiil>- after raisin;; the hoe 
and cry of "class legislation." [t bus told the 
public that the doctors want a law to shut out 
competition, to create a trades union by wbi< U 
tUey ean increase the pr;ce of nu^^ical 
services and build up a rich and t;ra<pin<; 
monnpnly. An l a i;en!]i !ri iii u lio tliiure-i f ii.' llie 
profession as a doctor, a ia.vyer ami a he iliii au- 
thority commits the Irremediable blunder of repeat- 
ing sufli aririirnr ri:^ It -f ore a body of medieal men 
wh(i have grown old enough und rich enough iu the 
practice of medicine to know that it is tbe public 
aii'i not the prnfe^^-iiuti whir!i ruHiI^ Ur i;uiirile,l 
against the tuvasiua by quackery. We would ask 
the gentleman if, when health autltoriiy of the bo*u- 
tiful city of Mdwaukee, he went brTire thi' le:,'i-l,i 
lure of Wiaconiia aud asked fur a kw to protect 
the Intimate members of the medkial professtoD. 



] We un<ler*tand that he got nn "iron-clad law" passed 
I in that state, but. will wager that he got no sigoa- 
. tures to a petition which invoked the protection of 
the "sovereignty" for the medical profession 

We are not lawyers, nor care we u fi^; about poli- 
tics, but wc are willing to l>elieve that legislative 
lM)dies possess common sense— have ordinary skill I» 
the managcmenl r>f ordinary ufTiir.t. Physician? 
have petitioned slate legisla'ures to protect 
' the people from being crippieil and murdered 
by ignorant medical pretenders, lieeause the nature 
j of their culling and education give them special 
knowledge of the dangers which come from trusting 
life and limb in the hands of pi rs iri^ n ,! Ir.iined fnr 
, sueh work, just as by skill and knowledge, which 
I the i>i ')])!« generally do not possess, they are able. to 
recoi^nize a case of diphtheria, searl Ltiii i. small pox, 
cholera or yellow fever. It is singular thai one who 
i carries the responsibility of epidemics of these dis- 
I eases, who conducts the most expensive department 
1 of municipal government, should resort to the argu- 
ments of the demagogue and charlatan to avoid de- 
I (>nt recognition of practitioners in remuneration for 
the uotitlrtitions of dang*^i i ni> ilisenses which they 
, alone can give. The sure pay, hhort hours and 
I leisurely tastes of the professional saniuiriun would 
■ exist briefly if the ^rent rank aud file of medical men 
should forget the diilerentinl diagousis of the exan- 
themata. 



i ANTtABPTic Tbeatkbmt of Ttphoid Fever — 
j The following rxtrart fri>m a paper by Dr. O. W. 
i C. Wade, of Uoliy. Michigan, read before the Mich- 
j igan State Society, baa <»peeial Interest for us when 
, reati in ranneclion with ti»f nutiee in our last of the 
, specific treatment of typhoid fever m cunduclcd by 
I Dr. Wilson, of Philadelphia, in tbe Jefferson Medi- 
; cal College Hospital. Dr W i le')? paper wits read 
at the meeting on May 11. 1882: i 

A disease having for its patholog}'. Inflammation 
anil ulceration of Peyer's patches, caused by a spe- 
ciQc poison, having, perhaps, a similar action upon 
no other part of tlte body, and generally rompltoated 
by septic infection. This deflnition is.miue. The 
eon-^titutional symptoms are those of septic:emia, 
and ihey never occur without facilities for septic 
I InfectitMi Were these ulcerated glands within easy 
' reach, with our present knowledge of anti^^cp'ics, 
lypli<»id fever would be rendered of little conso- 
i quencc. Both the organism that preys upon this 
portion t)f the intestine, am!- tint ingress of putie- 
I scent Uuid, could bu readily coutroll'jd but for the 
I inaccessible location of the disease. In this affec* 
lion it wiiiiM appear that the blood poisoning oc- 
1 curs by the more or less ooutmuous travel to the cir- 
I culaiioo. of small colonies of bacteria. The symp- 
tom-: iridu tlii'?, and the local facililie-s for infec- 
tiuu appear to substantiate this pcoposiiioo. The 
treatment for the constitutional condition is pre- 
cisely that for septic infection as heretofore de- 
scribed. Death i« largely the reaultof the blood 
poisoning, but aomecimea to caused diiectly by the 
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locul lesion. There should be two alius in the local 
treatment: aw (o tlcAtroy or modify the acliOQ up(»& 
the gl>uidul:ir intf-llii.ilti-^ut', !in<niie other to ar- 
rest Uie ])utrcfuciiou and ilius cut off the »u, ply of 
tepttc iofedioo. TbbcMiiiot be Mwomplicbed by 
wuy of f he rwttjm. nrul it rnnnof Ihj accomplished 
by way of Iho circuluLion, and 1 am oot prepared to 
wy that {d the p«««ent vtKte of koowlcdso H can 
always be Mlisfrtrronly flone in nny way.bul I will cnll 
•tteoiioo to the ooly reusonAble plan to adopt, and 
fbiit Is to attempt to prevent putrefneilon wUhin the 
alimentary canal. Ami-cplic* thai >\rv rLiidily ah- 
aorbcd can dn but little good. If frcqueoily re- 
peated, they can prevent the fermentative chanf{e 
commencing in the stoinncli, but to keoj) the ron- 
tCDts of the bnwel sweet, an Hiiti«eplie must be 
Cb<»sen tlint is less solu'iU*, or if possibk- l>e so com- 
biiH'il )is to picvi iii jili-iir piion before the ulcerated 
surfiice is ri^H luil. Ic is not ni'Ct'S nry tli it the 
agent designed to prevent fermt'nla'ion hIiouUI he as 
active as one that must dcalmy baci* l ia, for there i« 
a wj'lf dtnfiT<>nee in Ibn po-vcr r('(j';iri'il. It niny be 
easier to prevent fenneniaiion <<f the intestinal con- 
tenta. and the atbumioouH fluid of ilie ulcer*, than it 
is tn kill the fully di v. 1 typhoid p xi^nn that 
produced the ulcers but it is qui'c prob.ible ihut if 
the latter poiaon should reniKin nndiaturbed, and 
•cptic rLTiiit iitalion could Xw c ntrollcfl. the ulcera- 
tion would be muclt Icsh formidable. In the list of 
those agents that appear tn tie capable nf being car- 
ried down the int+'sl nil! tr:irt bt-foro lieing entirely 
absorbed, are cmul-ions that miiy contain an anli- 
scp'.lo, for Instance, turpentine, srilicyiic acid, sui- 
phit" of m:)gncslum. (hymoi. todnform. Constipa- 
tion so as to cause detention in the up;>er p-irt. of the 
bowel, of the anliseptic should not hi allowed. No 
oHht ilicory, it appt ara to me, ciin he more reasona- 
ble than tli;it. I h u'o given of tlu' p'liludo^y and 
treat men I of typiioid fever. From all Ihc informa- 
tioa I can gain, the nearer this treatment Ims been 
approached, the greater the pert^f-ningeof recoTerles. 



Koch versus I'astbur, — It will bo rotncmbered 
lhat at the meeting of the Geneva Consrrras Pasteur 

took nrcasi;tn to Kevi-rcly criliri/ • nti t cvrt! ft) sfinu-- 
what viulenlly assail Koch and his theories. The 
1angutt|!e employed was ao iniemperale and so ex- 
ccc'iti d the loiind-^ of conrti'sy iliul the German de- 
cliiied to reply at the time, lie lla^ however, not 
permitted tlio cliargcs of tlie Prenrhman t<i puss un- 
refiiie'l, but in an cxhauslive arlii le in l!»e Deulscbe 
Uediciiiijcho ZeilHclirifi he not only defetid.s his own 
views littt ouiiuti'ia on Pasteur wiili tilling effect. 
He followii his experiments step l>y Bli p, points out 
their iuiiccuracies au J shows them to Ji • l;ick;ng in 
acienlitic chiirai-ter. He avers ihnt il hin never 
tK-en pnivcn ihiit nil infeclimM (Il8ea.<ic9 are due to 
til - fiilrjince into the system "f paia^itie micro 
ormuii-ms, uiid muiutaius that il i;* tiiiKcienlific to 
Infer ihi»rau<<e In ev«*ry insienec. as Pasteur does. 

from e.xistcJX'e ill o i« (-lii's o*' t- i-r^ T'l ;,rs(ir\- 
the hypulheaia that a di:>uiU»c i& due tg u microbe, the 



microbe must be separated an^ freeil tiom all otiicr 
matter. Pasteur does not do this in every ilMtaneft. 
In his experiments in hydrophnhin, for exnmplp. hft 
employs the saliva of the dead dog; iu typhoid 
fever of the hone he employs the nasal aecratioii of 
the dead animal, without iu eitlicr ease slopping to 
isolate the liypothelical microbe from such matter 
(ptomaines) as Is generated in aa animal dead from 
any cjiu^nO. ITis results are further qui»tioned he- 
1 cause his experiments were performed ou other 
I animals than those from which the vims employed 
wax obtained. It is necessary, for instanco, in 
I order to have oorrectoess in the experiment of in- 
I fwuhiting a rabbit with the virus from a horse 
I dead with typhoid fAver to first determine tlte fact 
j that a rabbit is suscepUblo to typhoid fever, that is. 
I whether it is liable to occur in it sponUmeously. aud 
I if so, to clearly define its symptoms. P<isteur is not 
I a physjifian. ami is, ihcrofore, not qualified to dis- 
lin;;uish between typhoid fever proper and the eep- 
I ticieroia which may be produced In an animal by the 
' introduction of any septic matter. He. morrnrcr, 
I has kept the methods which iiave led to his alleged 
I discoveries a profound secret, and in so doing 
1 mfri's the "icvere criticism of Koch on this |M>in1. 
i By so doing he has. for one thing, prevented a 
I verlRcatlon of bis conclusion by others. 
I Korh fiinh'-rmore <Hspiit»'N PasN'iir'.s claim i.i 
j priority in the discovery of the virus of mtlzbraad 
I (charbnn). cltdmlng that his publication on the etio- 
[ logy of the disease was first made in 1876, wbUio 
i Pasteur's dt<i not appear until a year later. Pasteur 
I having allej^ed that the spores of the milzhrand are 
; brriu;^lit to the surface, in the case of animals which 
' have died of the disease and lieen buried. l)y rain- 
' worm«, Koch show^t that in Siberia, where uhHrboa 
; has causiid great ravages, the raio-woriQ is an- 
known. 

j Koch maintains that in his experiments through 
which he ha^ demonstrated the existence of a taber- 
cic Imcilln^i to the entrance of which into the system 
consumption is due, the errors which are so palpa- 
ble in Pasteur's iuveslig ntions. have been serupuloiui- 

I ly guarded iigaiiist and avoided. The presence of 
bacilli W4S first determined, the organisms were 

i isolated by cultivntion. and then a number of dilfer- 
CTit nnimah wliirh were known tn I>e siKcepiib e to 

{ the disease were inoculated. The rc8ult was tliat 

I in every instance distinct tuberculosis was produced. 

j Koch's paper is on the whole a caii^lic arraign 

1 ment of Pasteur, and will have elTecl of throwing 
grave doubts on the validity of some of the discov- 
eries of the Frenchman. 



TiiK IlKGrLATK)N OK Pr,i'MiMX<i — The reason* 
which we referred to in our la^^t is?*ue. and to the 
list of which m!«ny others might be nddvd. make the 
j nvilter of pliituljin;: one of such serious concern n* 
to demand ihu Uioughtful alteoliou of the cooserva 
tors of public health, or at least of those whose 
; of!l: i il pn..iii(nis impose on them Ih's high trust. It 
i is one of the auomalies of santiatioo aa it ia con- 
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ducted by local boards of beallb, tbat tbe eviU of 
defective plttmbitig nnd Mwerag«, tbe moat fruitful 

eourcc of, and medium for porpeluitling diaeitse 
receive practically no ultcDtioD. The uneivnt 
formala has It ttial our hculth and lives arc in the 
bandii of Providence. We woulil not assume to 
controvert this pious sentiment, but as Providi-nce 
works tlirough agencies we arc forced to the con- 
clQsion that la many instances those impoftant 
Quitters have !M>^n rommitfrd to tlic haml-i of t!ie 
phunbor. Ad intelligent, scieatidc and conscientious 
plumber Is m ageacy for which we have the pro> 
foundest rc«pcrt, anfl in %vliicli wc are disposeil 
to repoie a very considerable degree of contiucnce. 
UnfortnnAtely, however. In the abeoace of proper 
ri»9tri( fioii< j>!;icf<l on tlic agent lie is extremely 
prone to err. as ia Uumauc, nud his errors muy Ih'! 
either of the head or the heart, mo^t frequently the 
Inltrr. It is one of his faults lliat ho will conti t 
to attend to tbe plumbiajt and the «ewcr conncctio. - 
of a hoiMC at figures which compel him to sub^thutc 
for tbe rcquini'.e skill :iiul material in ii ^"Kjd jol>,ttlld 
one wliieli will ensure iininutiiiy fr sm the ilutitrcra 
pointed out in our lu:«t. in order tlnit he nifiy set ure 
a profit which shall .stand \i\ lieu df liit- hire <if wiiich 
the laUori r is worthy. It is true the (Mj;)idily of the 
buiider too often fortr-. him to thus cut ou prie«-, 
with tlii4 (laniai^in^ result, and lie ia lliu<) pitrtkiily 
ex»)tioriited. Hut bcl\v«<.-n thi- iip;^)vr niil1>t<»iie 
of lite builder's cupidity and lue ut^lUer utiil- 
•tone of the average piumber'ii lack of knowlodf^ of 
flir nniiciples of ^ i, iititic pltinibiii!,'. the loiii,' .suffer- 
ing people buvu the sparks of IteuUh and vitality 
gmund out. 

Is there any remedy iipiinst the evils from which 
we UiU'< stttlcr? There is, ami it is in the power of 
mttnicipalitics to supply it. The plumber should be 
a man of scicntitie p;irts and well verst-d in a knowl- 
edge of the means to the cffcciual accomplish tiu nt 
of the prevention of the entrance into our bubiiu- 
ttons of noisome gas4-s and effluvia. t^very city 
sliould have a plumbiu); inspector competent to pas-s 
ui>oo the quality of the work performed, and whose 
oerlilicaie of proper (piality should t>« required by 
every fiou^fholder. It is the most important niics 
tion which cuu be lutked in the interests of a tamilv, 
whether the ptumhiag and drainage of the dwelling 
are in proper conditiiui. We have our <j:t^ iti- 
specloro, aod our paving iuspcclors, and inapi-clors 
of many other things, but the weightier matter of 
plu'iittiii.: r(»,;',ilaletl by ii i jirovision whatever. 
With u proper ««y stem of iuspi ciion conjoiucd with 
the fiee veaiiialion of scwm the amount of sick- 
ness Hud mortality wouhl k' very materially re 
ductid. We submit that if our l>oards of health 
were to pay more alleatlon to matters of this 
ualurc tliitii to the «'ninpul»ory iMiitication (withinit 
remuiieralioii) of ili>i.use aU'l cert ilii ales of ilcatli 
Ibey Would much more eireciualiy subserve public 
interosts, 

, ^ • 

GaRMAir llBmcai* \;iaiicat — No one will dispute 
llie ability of the German medical profewiun or deny 



that in some of the branches of medicine it leads all 
others. It Is to bo re^r< ttcd that this sbilily has In 

to many instances begotten a spirit of sui>orcilious- 
nvss. We have noted this spirit in the German 
gruduaten who have .setileti in this country. Your 
German graduate hiis nothing but ( ontompt for the 
American physiciiiu. and there is nothing good 
which does not b<'ar the imprint of Duutschltiad. 
It ie aomewhat slraoge. however, tbat tbe traoa- 
ccndent ability which these genllmen bring with 
them does not bring forth belter fruit and more of it. 
Your Oernum graduate Is, with very rare eieep- 

lions. a failure in prirtir-; in fhi^ r.TiDtry, wln re lie 
is brought io competition with homemade doctors. 
Perhaps bis very Buperciliottsness has much Co do 
with this failure. 

This same spirit has n^^f'ti'ly been nmnifostcd 
abroad. E^marcli indulged m a most rabid criticism 
of the treatment of the late President Qarfleld. and 
now conu.'s OMC Dr. Neii'ni'y<rr. of B rliii, wli" is 
not less severe in his criticiaiu of the treatment of 
QamlMsiia. The British Mvdical Jiiuroal la referring 
I tli<>«e re.\ tit criticUms, mskes the following woll- 

limi tl comuK'f.t ; 

If Dr. Neunu-yir, of Berlin, lie iudecil reponiiible 
for the ullcr.uiccs which are itscribcil to him In tiie 
d.iily [>n>s, i>u tlic >uUj' ia of tiie l;eatmeiit of M. 
Gamljclla, those oliservatiou>« uru greatly to bo re- 
grclttid on bin own account and for tbe sake of the 
rcpuiutioii of the [>r. 'fc->->ion in (iLrrn iny. In this 
counlr\'. a more cuvful adiiorcnuc to f iirncsi and 
COUrlc«y is genemlty di'-idayed, and alw lys i \pected. 
It was iiiii o>Kib!e that at llic linx; he spoke he should 
Le ut all ac -urately acquainted cither With the de- 
tails of the actual circom<»t«noefl of tbe present ill- 
ness. or with tbe previous coastiiuiional conditions 
and life history of the patient, IIl' is alleged to 
have "ascribed the decease of M. Gambelta. like 
that of President G irlicld. to the ln«-onipetenoy of 
the altrnd:iiit tut -; " Tlu' r is'i nttm k '.vliic!» vv;um 
made by an eminent Otirman surgeon upon the sur- 
geons and attendants upoa President Onrdold, did 
not It tug to raise the npidtiHi ?tf ih»* profession Ihnmgh- 
out the world, cither as to the skill or the judicial 
capacliy of tbe critic. Nothing could be more shal- 
low or 111 i!c unjust than were those criticisms, 
unless it be those obscrvulions now lUtributuil to Dr. 
Neumeyer. Even where all the facta of all the 
comlilioiiS are prcsuiuabli' well k-iowii, it is eminent- 
ly unsafe for a critit: ut a distance to sit ia jud.;niunt 
on the professional advisers of any public man, and 
to i-eiisure them fir ni»t taking 8le|is whicli might, 
in the opinion of their critic, fwem advantaircous. 
lu a case such as this, whure the inform ilion was 
imperfect, and (he cniiclHius are obviously shallow, 
and ba'cd oti Hic iii s! incoirci l d ita. they are C'ipe 
ciaby to be deplorctl. \Yilh the utmost ill-will it 
would be difficult to find fault with the accfim- 
pli-^hed ami able b )dy of consjlcints wlio «f^''ti to 
savu M. GainlHrlUt from thu fuiul issue uf his f jrmid- 
. able disease. The details of the po>t muneto exam- 
i ioation^ and the past cllnlcul history of the patient, 
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liftve Amply Jiutifliid «v«fy step tbM was talnn: sod 

however much and s^realty France has to deplore 
the lo6s of her Ulu»triou:i sou, tbt;re is at least 
uothiug to ragret in raspect <rf the skill and the 
profe^>!oii:tl care with which be was attended during 
bia last fatal ilitieiis. 



NovMsmifo TRB Sick by Ewrmata.— Tbsrs is 

still WHiif flupu'i- rdiici riiiiiL' the ]<! I ysiological pro- 
cess by which uutricDt cnemata arc absorbed. «a/8 
Dr. Charles L. Dana, of New York, in the Medical 
Record, but there is no is^ue of fart iu the matter. 
It lias long since been decided tbat the life of the 
sick maj tie maintained and prolonged by rectal 
feeding alone. Phy.'^ioloijists, however, are not satis- 
fled with the fact merely; they must demonstrate 
the causes leadiuj? to the fa<'t. Dr. Duna deals with 
the physiolo-jiciil iLspectjj of i lal fee<ling a:s follows: 

Finf. that the food is digesii d by fcrmeci-. wlik h 
have desceudctl from the upper part of the alimen- 
tary tract; second, that the food Is carried back by 
rctrfimft'«i«; third, that it i.s digested by a local pro- 
cess, tie quote^i Dr. Ueury F. Campbell, of Georgia, 
as the advocate of the theory of retrostalHls or re- 
versed peristjtliic action which carrie.'* the injected 
food into the small intei^liae^ where it meets with 
some of the digestive secretions, and says great 
plausibility bus l«en elvcD to the tht-ory of 
retrostdlsis by the experiments of Prof. Hal C. 
Wymau, of I>etroit. In further support of this theory 
are clinical facts which kIiow that encninta 
jnny pass into the small int. -iisn and even 
rem li the stomach aud be V(tmiti;d. Mr Dana has 
repeated and verified the points c;si:iblis)io<l by Pro- 
fessor Wy man's r\pcritiif'nt-i luid deduces from them 
the fullowiag cuuclusjous: 

Pirrit. — ^I'hat large injections, forced in, may 
ciiu-c )i ri''tii-taK:s whii-li wilt ciirry \\\<- mass by the 
ileo cu'cal vulve and even into the stomach. 

Second.— That ordinary nutrient Injections of 
two, three or four ounces pass back some distimce, 
and may reach the ileo-cfecal valve, but do not go 
further. 

Third. I injection Ia carrietl back much 

belter whau the lowed bowel is empty, or cempara- 
tivfly so. 

Dr. Dana incliucH to the opinion that the process 
of absorption is local. « « ., ( ontincd mainly to the 
large intoline. The colon is <|uite vascular, has a 
large supply of lymphatics which appear to be 
able to accomplisli tlir- absorption of milk, albumen, 
or add Dieat. It i» uoi an excreting organ, as stated 
by Dr. D. W. Bliss in his pamphlet on rectal feeding 
iu the case of the late President (iarOf-ld Us func- 
tion la to absorb, and iu some auimals it has a 
powerful digestive function. It Is not necessary 
Ih kt iklltr.mcns Iw made p'.»rfect pfrptonos before they 
can dit£u;>o into the lympbatica and blood vessels. 

Fats cannot he absorbed from rectum or colon, in 
siiffit ii ut (|u iulity to bo of any avail iu sustaining 
the «ick. Starclies may be changed to glucose be- 
fore (hey era inlrodiioed. Ofr. Daa»*8 dioioal ex* 
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pericnce convince him that Injections of milk and 

beef tea, p<spociriny the former, are nearly as 11^ 
tive as the peptonized preparations, lie is uuabio 
to convince himself that there is any magic in the 

peptone prL paiMtions or l!i it Ihi y nrr ;ibwr!>ed more 
readily than carefully prepared and finely divided 
meat preparationa. 



TiiK Lahoiu-.u Worthy his HinB —The Board 
of Health of this city, having been worsted in its 
\ attempt before the ooorts, to eompel a physlcfaui to 

fill' a death certificate, hfi<* prepared anil is devntini: 
' its energies to pass through the legislature now in 
session, a bill embodying amendments to the city 
charier, which are intended to < Imsc u\) any loop 
hole in that instrument through which recalcitrants 
may slip. Our worthy health officer adds to his 
medical qualifications for his ofllce a kn«)w]edge of 
the law. being indeed also an attorney at law. His 
[ combine*! medical knowledge and legal acumen liave 
therefore, doubtless, succeeded in drafting SW^ A 
bill .!> itl tiiud the passive doc'or<;, whn are so un- 
i fortunate as not to be also legal luminaries, baud 
\ and foot. Such at least is the fear of the local pro- 
' fr-s-ion nml tlir fcnr a'"_"rr\vatf'fl by uncertainty. 
I for the Hoard of Health, doubtless not wisliing lu be 
I embarrassed by the meddlesomeness of the docturs, 
has vouchsafed not the faintest inklin;: of the por- 
tentous bill which is to have such an important bear- 
ing on our pra<>titloners. This much has. however, 
leaked oiit ; the bill while crsmpclling conformity to 
I the behests of the Board umkes no provision for re- 
: munerating the services which it compels. 
I In view of the above feature of the bill the local 
pri fr->!'>n has cnli-rcd its formal protest — the in- 
alienable ligtit of an American ciiuen. This pro- 
I test has received the signatures of the almost 
unanimous profes-^iim, n-tjirdlos of ism«. At a 
J meeting of the Wayne County .Medical Society held 
I on the 15th Inst., it was supplemented by the foltow- 
> in-; r«-sohiiions wiiich were unanimously adopted by 
1 that representative body; 

' 'RtttAted, That the Wayne County Medical Society 
' protects against the passsize of any law extending 
' the powers of the Detroit Iloanl of Health, by wbicb 
physicians shall be re<iuircd to render vh i sin con 
net lion \v:ih klealli ccriificates. or niitices of contaji- 
ions diseases without reco>;nilion of the right of com- 

Ipensation for such services, believing that such un- 
paid compulsory service is snbversTve of constitu- 
tional and individual riiibts. 

I Itti'tloil. That IN forcing the said bill before 
the Legislature, wiilioul previously laying before 

itbe physiciuaa of this city the cuutenls and im- 
port tht^rcof, the Detroit Board of Health has 
been guilty of an arbitrary and unjustifiable pro- 
I ctdure." 

I Of the objectionable features of the bill as thus 

I succinctly set forth, ihat refrti iaL' lo ihe question 
I of compensation for the services which it aims to 
I compel, is very important. It was one of Vr. 
j Herbert Sjiencer'sj recent criti( isms of the Anicncan 
I people, tlial being so thoroughly engrossed w^ith their 
I moie imne^le wdtvidual afturs, they allow erUs 
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of v«i7 insidious origin And growth to fa><ten thcm- 
(wItw upon them. Wc arc glad to sec that the pro- 
fession of this city does not propose to ftilow Itt 
ri'rht'? tn be le/;islaled «whv in thr present instance 
without emphatic protest. The compulsory service 
to which ao compeMRttoa ts attached moaatrons, 
and truly ■'■»nhvfrsi vp fif mnstiftitional an<l individual 
righta," It required the shedding of rivera of bluod, 
a&d the ezpeodttnre of bitlloos of trmumre to remove 
the foul Mot from the iiiitiiwi's r.M:iitrln'i<ii. am! '■•halt 
an iotclligeDt profeastuu ere the lapse of two deca«les 
tamelj anbniH to a enactmeot of a meaanre embody- 
ing llie same tyrannic principle in this heaveu-favuri'd 
oommoDwealth? Furhid St libertjt Forbid it juaiice! 
FkMrUd it common seu^e! 



HKnn TIC ToNSiM-iTirt am> DrrriTirRRiA. — Pro- 
fessor William Pepper, in a clinical lei lurc delivered 
at the Hospiul of the UnlTcnUy of Pooaeylvania 
I M« (lic.il Tinu"^! fliacusses the relations of herpetic 
tonsillitis (diphtlieritic sure throat, so called) to diph- 
theria A number of times in his own life he has 
coutructed this affec tion after exposure to diphtheria 
—the tonsils becoming enlarged and presenting a 
ouaber of white spots, while there was swelling of 
the glands aloti;; the neck and intense constitutional 
depression. lie wishes especially t<» impress the 
fact of the diflieully of dctennuinig where we arc to 
draw the lino iK'twcen this loeul atT* etiou of the 
^hr t it and true diphtheria. In (;i-r(;iiii itidividuals 
(iu aitack apparently of simple catariha) character, 
anassociated with any septic influence, will be at- 
tfinled by a true m«-mhrnnnii« cxiul stion. rendering 
it imp tssible by mere observation to dtstiuguish the 
condition from true diphtheritic sore throat. Iu 
iilch c'dw'si the fcnfi''r?.-v to nVi-^o'-ption of -miU' irri- 
tating matter is shown by the enlargement of the 
glands, by the prostration and the marked constitu- 
tional disturharuNv In >;rnne persons, mureover. 
there exiats a liability to the absorption of infeciious 
matter from a catarrhal inflammation associated 
with niLmbrinoU!* exudation, thus |)roducing a 
secondary poisoning of the system and giving rise to 
tma diphtheria. 

He refers to Wood's and Formad's deduction from 
their experiments, to the effect that diphtheria is 
first a local disease and that the constitutional symp- 
toms are due to the entrance of bacilli into the blood 
and tissue, and ?ives it as very stron^'ly iiis own 
opinion thai ihert- exials in the subjects ot diphtheria 
a special valnerability as exhibited in a peculhu' 
vital '^t.isncptihility t'l tliv iiin'dkni* mattr^ris. nr in an 
actual anatomical peculiarity which allows them to 
pBsa into the system, gaining there a foothold and 
developing some secondary prncctts. Ho does not, 
however, commit himself to the exclusively local 
origin of the disease, but admito the possibility of 
the direct entruu'o into the lilnod nf the bacilli, 
Which may cause Uxclr peculiar change before re- 
vealing themsdTw fa the loeal lesloii. The Infer- 
snee is that when there does not exist a peculiar 



' vulnerability the bacilli dn not find their way letO 

I the blood and the disease remains local. 

I Or. Pepper belioYes, in view of the aboTe, tn the 

vigorous trenttnent of herpetic tonsillitis. lie fip- 
i plies couQtcr-irntaats in the shape of iodfae, touches 
( the tonsils and throat every two hours with a mix- 
; tine of equal parts of tnuriafc tincture of iron and 
j water, garglee freely with a satunitcd solution of 
I chlorate of potassium and gives four grains of ({ui- 

nmi- cvi ry four hours. As soon as fever is reduced 
! he gives iron, quinine and the chlorate of potassium 

internally. Aconite may ha given in drop doses 
: every tvpo hottiB until six doses are taken, during 
I the fever. 

I We would add our testimony to the true tliph- 
theritic nature of these cases of herpetic tottaUlitis. 

I Wc have und^r nhserva'ion at ttir present time. « 
case of paralysis occurring as a sequel lo such a ca^e. 



1 

' HANOAMEdK IK AM/KMIA AKD AltBNORItHAA.— 

Drs. Itinger and Miirrcll rpport In tlie Ijiiiicet of (Jfli 
> ult., the result of expcrimeuts conducted with a 
t view to establishing the value of the ixTmanganute 
of potassium in ainenorrlia'a, due, of course, to 
I other than organic causes or pregnancy. Their con- 
I elusion iajbat in this salt they have discovered 
a very excellent cmmemigogue. Their moat strik- 
ing results have been observed in young w^omen 
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five, who 
from some accidental cause, such as catching cold 
or L'ctting wet, have missed once or twice after hav- 
I ing tieen regular. The}' attribute this property of 
I the salt to its manganese constituent rather than to 
the potash, other combinations of maTiiranfse having 
1 proven equally valuable. The dose as given was 
I from one to two grains three or four times a day. 

Ttf ennnenagogue property >fein< tn he inde|)endent 
, of any cllecl it has on the blood, it acting equally 
I well in suppression occurring in anvmie and 

pletlioiic sniijri ts. 
j In the J,.aucet for ;.!7th ult., Dr. liroiulbenl is re- 
' minded by Drs. Ringer and Murrell's experimenta 
of a series of observations made by him in 1807, 
! with the object of determining the relative merits 
t of manganese, nickel and zinc tn amemla. Ilis ex- 
periments were primarily undcn iken to test a 
hypothesis and the starling point was founded on 
tile two postulates: (1) That there mu.st Ik! some 
relation between the substance admiui-ti n it ami iliu 
oriranism on winch the effects produced depend; 
^2) tliat so far as tlie substance is concerned, the 
1 basis of this relation can only be its chemical prop- 
erties, this term in its widest sense. Tlie 
. conclusion arising out of these, which constituted 
I the hypothesis to be examined, was: (S) That eub- 
■ stanrc.'s closely allied chemirjill}* m\ist have their 
. analogous action in the system, or the diversity oC 
their operation should be capable of explatuitlon on 
fheniieal princlpleii. In other word'*. clictnicHl 
i groups ought to form therapeutical groups. No 
fact In therapeuttca Is move deflnltel/ eatabliahed 
I than that Iron euree anasiikia end uhloroals, and this 



Digitized by Goc 



60 



7ME MEBICAZ AGK 



QiL'tal 8laniis iu the couUt uf a ki^i>P closely alliuU 
to clK-niicai properties, which have to it oerluio 
well-dtrHifd 1 clatiims;. In h'8 cxpcrimciits (hi; 
iBctaU were uclininist4?re(l in tba furiu of ciilnriUes. 
HMig»o«ae aod nickel cured aneunfai u promptly an 
IroQ could have done, but zinc fuilfd. In u>iti.L' 
these metuU acct'Ssorius to iruu. mauguucnu 
•eemed lo have a special iuAiicpce in promotiag the 
rctcirn of tlic ( iitunK'niu. i\nd uickcl 4 Bpeciol prop- 
erty of cbeckitig luucorrhcsa. 

Dr. Broadbont regards the experlmenta of Riugcr 
and Murrelt as extremely impurtant tis tending to 
theestabUsbment of a coiirdinMlion of therapeutics 
with chemistry, uad as protnutiag a scicaUflc basis 
for medicute. 



Tttk CoNTAaiouf>NF«!' OF T»'nEnrui>0Bi8. — With 
out altcmpliog a review of the cvi<lcucu which has 
been adduced in this moot qiwvilon, we tbiok we 
are fiil'y iu-tir). 1 in dei-lnrin:; Hint consuinivlion is 
a coulJigious dise}i8<?. It is. of courn;. nut as tlis- 
tinclivirly so as certain of tlie exanthcmatM. and 
dotihtU s<< requires a soil eiihtr naturutly mlapu d or 
prepared hy certain influences, for the propHgaiioa 
of the bacillns. The Brltisli Medical Asntciniion 
luis just insliluled a sorirs of cxhatlslivu iiiquii ics 
lorkini; to the collecliou of evideocc lienriti;; ou ilie 
quc><ti(>n, and wc fthall probulily ho favored with 
a coniprulien.tivu report at tlic next uDOiial mcelitii^ 
of lliat iMKiy. In till' meantime (hu exiterinunls of 
Koch, supplemeulcd us lliey have been by those 
of other miiToioopists, may be aeceitted as satis- 
fnftorilv (Ttiu-hisi V(! fif \\w cxislciu'C of a h u "Iliis:, 
which ioti o<iu< c<l into the system causes tuberculubis 
and (ubereulosis ooly. 

A series of experiments commtiiiicated by M. 
Vtdliu to the AcaUemiu de Medicine arc calculated 
to eaiablish the fact that the tubercle bacillus may 
be disiurcrt* (1 aiiil rendi-red int;(H unus. Tissiii' 
takeu from a man who hid died of phthitiiid was iu- 
troduoed Into the peritoneal cavity of a rabbit. No 
inllammation followe<l, but at the end of a few 
weeks the auimal began to lose flcsb and and in the 
fourth month it died. The hver, spleen and Inng$ 
were found to bo full of gran ulat ions and (^ray 
masses, which was in turn trausmis<»ib]c by inocula- 
tion. Au infusion of caseous fragmenis of the 
organs was made, and a sheet of tilierinf; paper was 
buturatcd with the liquid ami allowed t»«lry. It 
was then cut up iu strips of ihc same width, each 
of which would yield, to a small quantity of water, 
a ^ilTIilar dose of tlic virus. Inocul itinn of Ibis was 
demouslruted lo produce tuta;rclu with a ceriuiniy. 
Borne strip!! of the paper w^re exposed to the aciion 
of various disuifeclauls. In a cliJimber of 50 cul'ic 
metres iu area, flrips were exposed to the fumes of 
aolpbur for twenty-four hours. It was found to he 
ncces-iary to burn twenty grammes of .stilpbur in 
this space to rcndur I he virus iuoocuous. When h^s^ 
than tills amount was burnt the animals into which 
Iho infusion of the strip w.i> inji , U'<1 usually died of 
tuberculosis. Boiliog water aod a solution of cor- 



rosive nublimnte, one in a thousand, were found to 
beaUo destrueiivo of the virua. The neoesaity of 
frequent fumiipiiioii of apartments COOtalning tttbeT' 
culuus puLi«ots is thus suggested. 



Trs BRRAimra BTRAiKoir trb Umbiucal Oori>. 

— Dr. Nevil'ij in a paper rend before the At id* iny 
of Medicine in Ireland (Medical Presfi and Circular) 
give t'herrsult of 18S experiments perfurmni by him 
with a view to ascertalotttg tiw amount of traction 
the funis would bear; 

III 100 cords from which the blood had been a)> 
lowed ii! ;.M >■ it part to OHt api- before suUjectiog them 
to strain, the averairc tenMU- -trt'nsth umounted tc 
Vl Vt lh$. ;ouc cord bore a s'rain of 27 lbs. ; nine 
curds a strain varying from 20 to 35 lbs. ; eighteen 
of from 1"» to 20 lbs ; forty. «'i;?bl of from 10 to 18 
lbs.; twcnty-threo of from 5 to 10 lbs. ;aud one of 
less than 6 Iba. In the case of 25 conls tested with- 
nut allowing; any escape of Ww Vi!n.>rl rontMned ic 
them, ihe average brcakin;; strain was found to be 
very Nttle ov^r 11 ths., or nearly one and a l)alf 
pounds lc.«>^ tliMii iu the 'itlitT «■ i^e. The cords be- 
loiiiiins; to male were f<iund to havo an average 
8trciii;th of 1*5 more than those of female children: 
iiiullilt.irily made ni» appnniible dilTcrence in 
siri-ngiii. Tiie strain wasal A-aysgrudiially increased 
until the c«>rd broke; and rupture was most 
(^OMinv nly found to be find, marked on tlie ouiei 
a-^pci-l of tiit'Cdi I '.vluTf an unibilieal veia pn-j' cled 
iu a varicose iii.uimT. Thin, .slriii>;hl, and wiry 
cord-', iios^fssing a comparaMVL'ly sniall amount of 
Wii L' ■ iiiau ji'Hy. and wboHi; surfuei^s were least 
mai iii d by varicose projections.. hal>ilually bore ihc 
greatest strains. The rather scan'y literature on the 
Mibjcct was f^trnni iri/.etl : especially a paper by 
rfuiinkuch (A. t. ti. Baud. VII.. ilefi. I), who 
studied the effects of a sudden strain caused by the 

falling of the cbilds lindy, if delivered wiien the 
woman wuh iu the uprij,'ht poitiiion. Or Neville 
considered the quest ion of a ^mdual dra.^ as aflfect* 
im; inversion of the uterus. Assuming its conditions 
a strong funis ahutiiitg at or ueiur the centre of the 
fundus on a flrinly ailherent placenta, and a tiacciti 
pliable uterus wanting in contraction and retraction, 
he tliouglit improper tractions on the cord very 
liki'Iy to teniiiuaie in inversion. Inversion is a rare 
accitlent, beciuise thc^e conditions are rarely met 
with in cnniliiii.ilioii. and lircntis'' real fnndal at 
taehment ot tlie piticeuta is priieuiacly uncommon, 
notwitbstaoding text-book atntements to the con- 
irary. 



Tills DBrftnif Boaiid or HKALTti.>-Tt would be 

to lis a f^ourcc of exceeding regret if anything which 
we have written relating to this body or bearing on 
its fecretnry. the Health Officer, should be construed 
into an expicRsi<ui of iintagoni^tn against cither lh<» 
indiviilual or thu whole. The p<'u with which our 
criticism* are written is not <lii>(>ed in gall, nor 1? 
llie.spirit'vhich guides it one of bitterness. Wedonut 
sympathize, ■funhermoie, with the tentimeirt. whicit 
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u freely cxprcs8«tl, that our board of health is ro- 
wpontlble for the sjycad of theooota^on, which Iti 
Htn-nuoaB elfoTtB arc directed to limit. A b^ard of 
health ia an easential depHrtment in a city govcru- 
ment. and we have the f;reatcst re^tpteet for the gen- 
tlemen comprising our local bnanl. Rut the fricnd- 
Hhtp wliirh hliuds to faults and coodooes oflencea is 
not gcuulne. 

Our respect for our board of health forbids 
the Ix-lirf that fill- ^'ontlcinen rfrn)[iri><iiig it, 
lay any claims to infHllibUily, or that they regard 
their method* atuoeptlhle of so ImproTement. 

A board of health to be efTeclivc inu<t not an- 
tagtinize the medical profession. Not only mu«t it 
not antagonize it hut it mast he in active and 
harmonioiH ( on cert with it. The Detroit Board 
of Health lacks this element of 8UCCCi>s. It is 
not as popular with the local profession as 
it might i>e. It has assumed a lofly and 
mandatory spirit in its dealin;<s with the profea- 
ifiion and It is not strange that there htvs not 
been a ready and cheerful compliance with its 
behests. Its policy Jmc' «rivorcd of llie star chaiubcr, 
and in this regard it hn* not been wise. In matters 
wh:ch immediately concern a nan it is Init natural 
that !ir- f!i -irf<) f'» he cot)sultc(l, anil when a co'if'^f' 
iu tlie ( lioiee of which he has had no voice if* selected 
for him to walk in.thvre is an element in his pcrverKc 
nature which con^lr.iiri^ him to rut acro-s Jots. 
When he i!i forced by the majesty of HinlulcH, and 
the raglc-eyo of a bross-biiltoned minion, to walk 
liicrcin, lie docs it with the trracc and celerity of 
the boy who has to be whipt to get him to .school. 
Whether this he n corrrcl spirit or no, is a question 
whidi is iMii Ejow up for discussion. SuiQoe it to 
■ay It is a fuct in the make up of men as we run 
across them in every day life, and it is a fact to 
which oar hoard of health has too persistently closed 
Its eyes. 

« -w 

New York and thk Coub. — ^Tlw New York 
State Medical Society met at Albany on the 0th inst. 

It was n meetin«» to whifh tfio profession of the 
whole country lookeil forward with unwonted ia- 
tersst, for at it was to he decided the question 
whether NVw York was to ppr^i'^t in hor w.iyvvard- 
ness or return to her place under the wing of the 
American Medical Association, whence she had a 
yf\'tr I witlnlni'.vn, or, r.itlnT. whi'ncc s/n' h ul by 
her own act boco cxpelloil. It will be remembered 
thai certain members of the society claimed the 
privi eire of rendering their services to the sick re- 
Kardlcss of ethical restrictions, claiming that tlic 
Mcfior of humanity is tlus highet;luw. a law which 
ia the more intimately interwoven in hil bf»ng as 
man ri.ses in the scale. They parsed a resolution at 
the year'd mcelinj; in which this sentiment was 
embodied, and tlte delegates from the society went 
to the St. Paul meeting nf tin Anjerican Association 
Hxid took their seats in former years. But when 
they |)rcscnicd their credentials they had them 
pvoiapily Md without ceremony or diflcuaeion re> 



turned, and, metaphoriailly ppcaking. the delegates 
wereknoclced down and dnifPt2:cd out. It was an- 
nounced that a motion to re-t iml tin- .il)jf*ctif)nablc 
resolution, objectionable to the national body at 
least, would he intrmlaced at this year's meeting of 
the state society, and the opposing forces vied with 
each other in drummin<> up votes for their respective 
sidc9. The meeting is said to have been the laigeet 
in the history of the society. \\.v<\ t!ie moUon to 
rescind was lost by a vote of 105 to {)&. 

New York is thus giren over to her idolt, and 
will henceforward go tt alone. It cannot but bo 
othcrwissf than unforlun I'e for the profession that 
this great state has 8cverc<l her connecttua with the 
great body of the profession. It is a sptril of 
tyranny which says only. "let her go, wc can gel 
alone without her." Will this declaration of indo- 
pendcnce on the part of New Yoric he supported by 
other sttit. s wliit h feel that they have ou<grown the 
ethical garment which was woven for them forty 
years SKo? Is the Code of Ethics of tlie American 
Mc'Jical Association a ptTficl iiistrumeiu and like 
the laws of the laws of tiio Medc4 and Pefbiaas, 
iMiooks no change ? These are timely queiriions. 



Mbpicai. DBLveTOKs.— That the man who oon- 

tinuiilly boasts of the y'w of his clientele is a lineal 
descendant of tieur^u Wa^thiugluu, of hatchet and 
cherry Irec fame. 

Tlt it the llO medical colleixes of this country aro 
all ncce^Siiry to the advancement of niedicine as a 
science.and that the cause of mc(|ieal aincation wonid 
Slitter if si'venty the (Tl) per cent, of tlio number 
were to retire on laun-ls won. 

That the jrreat majority of the medical journals In 
this com. tr^ i\i !>■ not estaMi-'hcil to fill "a long felt 
want," and that tiic want wait felt to an alarming de- 
gree be^'ond the (!e«ire of the editors. 

That the medical journal that fearlessly dOOS Ita 
dtity will not occasionally treafl on tender corn.s, and 
that the journalist who refrains from speaking for 
fear of giving ofT< use bus not mistaken his vot atioo. 

That it would not have bettn f ir tli. .\merican 
Medical Association to have said to the New York 
Medical Society. "Come let us reason togetherl** 
before summardy di<:( iptini:':: it 

That the physician who gets his living and per* 
haps amasses rtcUes from his profession and coa> 
tributes nothing to advance its interests, is an oroa> 
meat to it. 

That the physician wlio emalates the snnil tjv re- 
tiring into his shell, instead i>f holiting free ( Oin- 
munioo with his brethren, is doing the best thing to 
[)iomote his own happiness or usefulness. 

That tlitt iki<liest ambition of the medical man is 
cither fame or wealth, and that the consciousness of 
duty well done is not worth more than both com- 
bined. 

That indiscrlminaio cratuit"»!«! nr i!i< il iflvVenud 
medicine, either by an individuai or an in»mution, 
are promotive of the general inlereats of the pro. 
femixw. 
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That if college dttpeoMtles stricOf obwrred the 

rule of giving nJd to noue but the iudigent sick. Iheir 
clioiqueB would be lea« profltable. and that large 
cHoiqaes ore tlic most valuable to studi-nts. 

That n medical colloge which dne^ noi tiiR-nminate 
in the objects »>f its bcuefactiona is rd advani«;rt' to 
the city in which it existji, or to the physicians of 
•nch city. 

That th(! suore<!<! of n nKviioa! journal is mJin ly 
in the hands of \is editor, and that the profession 
are not in any inqr reaponiUble for the quality of 
periodical medical lUerature. 



I'koposku AuBiiiCAN Mkdicaj. Association 
Joi*itMAL.<>-The committee appointed at the meet- 

inji of the Association at St. Paul to devise ways 
and means for the publication of a weekly Juumal 
under ita auspices, if in its judgment such 
publiration should be couiiidered wi^»e and 
tixpcdicat, held a meeliog recently in Chicago. 
This committee has been amiduons in its labors, and 
we are now informed by a circular letter, that it will 
advise the e^tablisbaient of the journal at the next 
meeting, that it has received eutlicient pledges of 
support lo vii-ure its pecuniary success, and that 
the plans have been .sufllcicntiy matun-d to permit 
of the iiisue of ihe tirst number immediately after 
tbe adoption of its report. While the pledges of sup- 
p<n« -Iff. :i« "Stated, sufficient tf> mwX tin- cxpfn-JCH. 
tii. cuuimittec desires an additional numijcr of iXX) 
subscribers in order that contingencies maybe pro- 
viii d lirnin'sf nrvl in flie circular referrrr! lo we are 
requested to publish this desire. This we cordially 
do, and we Imvc not tbe least doubt that tbe addi- 
tioini? !inmherof name-- will '-•nr.n ^t'cnred. 

The Journal, if i^iiued, will be a weekly, and the 
subscription price will be $5 a year. We under- 
siand that Dr. N. S, Davis, of Chicago, has been 
prevailed ou to assume the editorial management. 
Dr. DttTis is too well known to aeceBaitata aiiy die- 
cus.Hio:i as to Ids ability to successfully fill this im 
portant position. 

We have taken occasion, heretofore, to express 
our views as to the propriety of the eHtablishment of 
this [>roposed journal. :ind have pointed out what 
will prove the element of its weakness. While one 
of ilKse may have bcctt removed by the selection 
<)f till i<iiii>r. ilitri' yet romititi oihfT>J wliich mtc 
equally potcui and quite beyond the control of the 
editorbl management. While with its vraerable 
editor the journal m iy rank hiijli in spite of 
iohereul drawbacks, it will be much more largely an 
experiment than If its editor were absolved from 
till' allifinrjs whioil, in very nritum of the CaSO, 
must prove more or less entangling. 

Parties wishing to pledge their tubscrlptlons will 
address Dr. N. B. Dsvls, 65 Randolph stnet, Chi- 
cago, 111. 



certain dangers attending such injudidoua usa of 

quinine as is liable to accompany lis indiscriminate 
employment by the laity. Quirfino is largely em- 
ployed as an alwrtive in colds, and there is good 
authority for such custom; but Dr. Roosa disap- 
proves of it From experiments conducted !>y Dr. 
liaiuiuoad and himself, as well as by various Ger- 
man invesUgators ho concludes that quinine causes 
('••rebral congestion, vii'sriilarity and exhilaration. 
On ihiii theory he Imses his ol)jections to the use of 
the drug especially in colds affecting the bead and 
ears. In neuralgia of an intermittent rh!ir:irff?r 
affecting the head, liie relief giiine<l may justify the 
risk attending large doses. Dr. Roosa, 
WDiild a')"ti-li tlic cinpl" iViiictiT iif qiiinim' ii*? a 
febrifuge, especially in cases in which there is much 
associated depression, believing that tbe secondaiy 
effect of the drag renders its employment in sitch 
cases dangerous. 

It is not unreasonable to believe that tbe india- 
criminate use of such a powerful drug has in it an 
element of danger, but we do not re;;ard Dr. Itooaa's 
views of the physiological acli<»n of quinine aa a 
sutllciently reliabl<?vfoundation for I.i- conclusions. 
While he ami Dr. Hammond and others claim that 
it causes congestion and increased vasicularity there 
are others, Brown-Sequard among them, whose 
opiuion.s are entitled lo equal wei:rht, uh.^ niaint nin 
that ita physiological action is to pnHiuce anvemia of 
tbe brain, while thm are still others, among whom 
is (iuM> r, wlio hold that it in no way alters tbe 
vascular i-ondiiioa of that organ, the ringing io the 
ears which It causes being due to direct stlmulaiion 
(tfrhc auditor}' nrrvc The res'it!--. m(ircovi*r. as 
noted by practitioners whose oppoiluidty for ob- 
serving the effects of the injutlicious empit»yment of 
quinine do not, we think, fully warrant the di-^use 
of it which would follow the acceptance of i>r. 
Roosa^s views. 



- I 



In^oiciotjs Uss or Qtmrnni.— In a paper read 

bcf irc the Intp meeting of the Now York State 
jUedical Association, Dr. Itoosa calls attention to 



Rick AS AN Alimknv. — The (piestion of the sub- 
stitution of rice for potatoes as a dietary has received 
a considerable number of notices from time to time 
during the last few years. The uncertainty of (he 
potato crop as well as the variability in the quality 
of the tulK-r has rendered the introduction of an 
e()iti|r \s!iif li niiirlit take its place very desirable. 
Itice has so far been the only «iubstitute suggested, 
and, indeed, its increased consumption of late years 
shows that it in beginning to become quite popular. 
Profts&sor Voit, of Germany, who has made the com- 
parative values of various foods a subject of investi- 
gation, has prepared the following table setting forth 
these values: 

Pefccntftge Percentage which is 
incorporated. not retained. 

Meat 9t}.7 8.S 

Rico Dti.l 8.0 

M.8 S.» 

White bread M.4 9.6 

Maize 96.8 6.7 

Potatoes 90.7 9 8 

Milk 88 9 11.1 

Black bread 88.5 ll.S 
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According to these results, the Bremer Han dels- 
blfttt fiBaiark.s. meat and rice leave the umallest 
amount of rt'siiiuurn, ami occaiiou thf smallest ex- 
cessive exertiou Ui the digu^liuu, aud in fact intro- 
duoe the minimum quantity of ballast into the 
human frame. Dr KtJnijj. of Mnn^ter, con<iiilf rs 
ttiat tlic fact of large masses of population living on 
tloe b euUy aooounted for. aod io ftumming up the 
information ciillccted upon the subject, frofcssor 
Toil remarks that potatoes, wlien conaufned m ex- 
oetsive quantity, fail to ooariali tlie frame effective* 
ly, make the Mo^d wntery, and render the muscles 
weal(. Apiiri [rum tii« subject dealt with in the 
table drawn up by Professor Voit^ tlie question of 
the relative nutritive value of rice and potatoes has 
bfca iavesti^ted by Dr. Kiioig, wlio is of opinion 
Uiatif ainilur quiiDtities of botti arUctea are com- 
pared, ttie former possesses four times the Talua of 
the latter in reaUy nutriUve propertiee. 



Db. Scoxiot ako the Trneuci.K BAciLLttH — 
Dr. H. D. Sdimidt. a pathologist of New Orleans, 
has recently appeared In an artiele in the CliicaKo 
Medical Journal and Examiner iu w lui h hestronjrly 
combats tlie views nf Koch on the tubercle bacillus. 
Dr. .Schmidt's fju.ililication liavinij l>een vouched for 
by respectable authortly, his article is t>ciiig regarded 
by some of our exchangee as an overthrow of the 
the >ry which has won finue for Ki'cli. Tl»o patholo- 
gist on the staff of the ^luryluud Medical Journal, 
Dr. Cottncilmao, is, however, not one of those who 
have been carried iiway l>y Dr. S •Iiuu'Ii'm clinrire, 
and io hi^i^isue of the hrsi instant be undertakes to 
show that the New Orleans p-itholn!;ist is an incom- 
peteut. lie pronounces Uk- artiele in qucsti m "so 
fuii of microscopic impossibilities that were it pot 
for the fact that such statements as hb were calcu- 
lated to do harm to a few nieinber.H of the profession 
who had not time or opportunity to acquaint them- 
solves with the rudiments of modern microscopic re- 
search in lower organism*," he should not notice it. 
Dr. Sclimidt ii ivlnu^ i!e< lun d that Koch's bacilli are 
aothing m ^ri; ibuu nutr^^arie acid crysluls, Dr. C. 
says there is as much difTerence tietween these crys- 
tals ind the h iellli as there is between n tree and an 
iron lamp post. xVfter indulging in various other 
such little pleasaatriefl at Dr. 8. 'a expense Dr. C. 
closeo hi" critirism witli the followin*; seutitnent . 

"We wouid eurnestlv recommend the author »>(" 
this valuable contribution to medicul science to rea<l 
a few of the articles iu bacteria literature that have 
lately appc'ired; that of Koch in the Mittheilongen 
or sf>me of W'eiijert's Hrticies in Virchow's .\rchivs, 
ihua to commence his studies with the micrococci 
and other simple form^, studying the characteristics 
of each :u> he goes along; then to try and get 'joine 
of the tissue from anthrax and study the bacilli there, 
and graduaily approach tlie higher and more diOi- 
cult fields of microscopic art. If he will do this, we 
feel quit© sure that in a short time he will gladly re- 
lire from rirc-.iiatiou such copies of the December 
number of the Chicago Hedical Journal aa lie can 
get his bfkuds op." 



Stiomata Maiuis in C'YSTiTis.— Dr. Ducasse 
(Gazette des flopitaux— X. O. Medina! and Surgioal 
.Journal) regards corn silk as i>ar excellence, the 
the remedy in chronic cystitis, allaying the luUaiu- 
mation and facilitating the expuMoa of gravel. 80 
marked also is its nnjc^thetic properties in such eases 
tliat the writer thinks it must possess some alkaluida) 
narcotic subatance. This aniesthetic action i» not 
rnnrked in acute cystitis. He quotes willi approval 
the couclusiuos of Laodrieux regarding stigmata 
maldis, aa follows: 

1. Not tnily an- tlie different preparation? of 
stigmata maidis useful as a moditter of the <;ec retions 
of the urinary passages, but theae tame lucp.iratioiui 
can be equally conridered as aa incontestable 
diuretic agent. 

2. Diuresis is rapidly produced, and iu three or 
four days the augmentation of the amount of titine 
becomes evidrnt ani! 1 onsidenible. 

y. The diuretic effects are observed, not only in 
the organs of urinary secretion, but also in disturb- 
an(-e<< nf the circulatory system (diseases of the heart 
and blood vessels.) • 

4. The pulse is regulated, the ntterial tension is^ 
inereiused, while the venous tcn'-ion is diminishiHl. 

5. The medicament does not cause the least dis- 
turbance, either of the nervous system or the diges* 
tivr fnnctions. 

6. Tolerance for this drug is complete and ab- 
solute, and medication in chronic diseases can be 
continued without inconvenience for u mottth or SIX 
weeks, according to my observations. 



The Iktra U-rKBiwit Cby.— Dr. N. 8. Folsom. of 

Portsmouth, N. II , writes: It is the easiest thins; in 
the world to be mistaken, aod it is b ircly possible 
that Dr. Harlow, who recently reported that be 
heard a child cry while U was still in the womb was 
deceived. I was, .it all events, Ihun deceived my- 
i self on one occasion. August 3lst. 1883, I attended 
Mrs. S. A. P., of this town, during her first confine- 
ment. When the head pre^srd im the ><jfi i>ari« she 
took to her knees on the floor, iu which position, I 
being behind her. supported her with my hands on 
her nates The nur^e h id her rii'!it h'lrul <mi the pa- 
j tieut's back aud was iu such position that her tiead 
and mine came quite near together on the patient's 
I hi k Hiirinira pain I thonLrti' I heard aery frr)m 
' tie- womb. So eeriain was I that it wots a child's 
( ry that I asked the nurse to listen with her ear to 
: the sacrum to catch 111 ' su ind^ ni in- < le nly. >^hc, 
' however, heard nothing, although to me the sound 
{ was distinct. The nurse soon cleared op the mya* 
j lery by convincins? me that the sound J heard was 
her breathing. She was asthmatic and 1 am a little 
I deaf. If the good woman had not explained the 
noise I might lutve hid a case with which to support 
1 Dr. Hariow's. 



lODOVOBM A»1> TBB DlAPflDKBIS OF LsUOOOmm. 

— Ijin/ i'Virchow'=i An-hivs) reports ti series of ex- 
periments which go to show timt iodoform has a 
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limltar effect with quinine. carlwIicHcid and eucul) p- 
toJ, in clucking ibe tliapcdcsis of white blood cor- 
pnsck'8. Ho hold- to Ihr- miidiou tliul dinpcdrsis is 
due to a vit.il pn , criy of llie leucocyte and not, as 
('(jhidiciin and IIcrinj{ iniiinlaiD, to aoallenUioit In 
tlii' widl of tilt ve^^L*. II.' is inclinrc! to think thai 
It fjustcna itsL'll to the vascular wall, which il digmle 
«l tbe point of fttudtmoot and thus makes for fiKlf 
a passHjjp. This digestion properly is dur to t^.! 
popt< ue which i« fuuud in pm» curpuaclcs and to the 
presence of which ibe liltuvfaction of pus ii due. 
Jodoforni destroys Ihc ru-lion of this peptone, and 
lhu« prcveuls diapedcsis^ by the libtralioa of iodine. 
Its aciioo io lUis regard Is Ideatical with that of 
ioilides of poLiissium and sodium, the former of 
which isi, bi'CuUiM of this properly, regarded in Ger- 
many us a silccewful agent in the irtaiment of 
croupous pill tiiii<<oitt. By thus preventing diapedesis 
of leucocyte-* it pto%'cnts the foi m.iti. mi nf jm-,, flm 
corpuwk's of which liave lliiir origin in tlie wiiile 
bluod corpuscles which tiud their wsy through tlie 

pork'tesof Uie bluml-vesseU. 



Lancing tub Gums.— Dr. Cluiso, iu the Dental 
Jouruitt gives the fnilowing practical advice benr- 
in:^ on this irilliug but ofteo quite importaul opera- 
tion: 

The operator should know whether a looth is press* 

ioi; on the ^'utn. :nid trviii:^ lo make its way out. In 
this case, cut down to (he new luoih, uulil it i^ felt 
under the lancet. For incisors and cuspids, a siraiirht 
ItQCCUt. Furniol.tt s, a cross cut. 

How not to do It: With a child sitting up, in 
jour lap, or any otic's lap. 

How to do it; Lot the operator and 'oarae' sit 
close together, facing I I, h liilicr. The child i.s hiid 
down, fjice upwards; tau head in the operator's liip, 
the ftt t ill the 'iiunsi^V lap. The nurse holds the 
limbs of the child quietly, ao that it may not inter- 
fere. 

With the left band the oporator takes the }aw 
between hisflogers, and slowly and firmly does tlie 

cutting. 

There is oo false cot. The child is atilL 



Iodide OF Lkad OTNTMitsr in Mastitis — Bella- 
donna has king l>ecn the slandarii applicaliou. io the 
form of an ointment, in iol1ammnti(m of the mam- 
mary glands ilii<' to !i\ pi rsci-n lion (-r ili fh It nt wilh- 
drawul of oiilk iu the case of the puerperal woman. 
Few praetiiionenf, however, but have been disap- 
poiolid in tt< \v-v. atid t!ir ai)plicalion which hIkiU 
preveul the trouhicsouic complication of muminary 
abi!«css is htill a dekideratitm. Dr. Thos. T. Gaunt 
recoinnicnds (.\im-riuao Journal of OlHtelncs) the 
coipioymuiii M»Uide of lead oiolmeut. having 
found it siittsriM*tor>* to his owd practice. After a 
tIjoiiMi.li it j ;i 111 the breasi he rub.s in gently with 
tiie uiulmciil until a con-iderable portion is ab. 
BOrbed. llu then >-aluiaies a piece of Hheel lint with 
a solution, of 3 ij to |estOtbe pint, ot acetate of 
lead, with which ho oovon th« bicasi. If there be 



much paio tbe ice-bladder may be applied over the 
lint, which should be frequently dipped in tbe lead 

Intiiiii The breast should he cnipritd as completely 
as possible, assisted by gentle rubbing, every four 
hours. 

Chicken Pox in tiik Adult.— 3Ir. F. Q. L. 
Conuell. medical student, writes us unent the note 
on this '■nbjecl in our l.i^l, a■^ follows: Tin- pentlr- 
man with whom I live was talien with an eruplivt 
disease which he did not question wa* chiekeD'^pox, 
owin«^to tlic f.K't that 5ii> cluUlrea wemlown with this 
iiifection at tiie time, they Imviog contracted it from 
their cousins. One prominent physichin who saw 
the raMr (':nitlf>iis!y prnrminrod it n •• tU'MiL'rcl ; " 
another who saw il after the eruption bad i\bout dis. 
appeared declared It to bo varioloid, basing hl» 
diagnosis mainly on the supposition that an adult 
cannot have duckeo-pox. The latter gentleman 
importuned tbe health ofllce'* to have the ease 
qiiar mtiried but the onicinl declined so to do. In 
the morning the appearance of the eruption had so 
cbnnicrtHl as to crcafe a suspicion even in the maid of 
him who the day before had dingnosed il variohdd 
that it might po'*^il)ly ^^e varicellii. The inmates of 
houic cwUijratulatu ourselves that he did not sec the 
ease when the eruption first appeared. 



(.'ocKHOACu Tea. — An infusion of cocliroaclies 14 
.said 10 be employed as a domestic remedy for 

"gravel" in certain >e( tioiis of the .uouth, and it is 
I known that the insivct is very generally employed ia 
R||s^ia in certain stages of Bri|rht*8 disease. It h* 

sai<l to contain an aciive principle to which the 
uaroe dUittUUn has becti given. There i.* no vtlid 
reason why the cocltroach ('/Vif/a flW'-ru M; (>r any 
other insect should not be ;>> wvwAx w siiijjcct of 
{■cientitic investigation as the Spanish lly. Some 
three or four year^ ago the bed bug {eimfx Itctula- 
riu») excited siome interest becautu; of certain medi- 
cinal properties which it u ii-i tliniii^lit it might pos 
sess, but we have lieur<l no more of it of late. If 
th^ domestic animals shall prove to be of any 

value in tnclif ini', wr ran put drug gatlierers 00 the 
Iraclt of a copious supply of them. 

Ctii.oHAi, nvnn\TP IN DiriiTtirni A. — Dr. .1. Z. 
Bcott, of While Kwk, Kansas, writes: i noticed 
in the first number of the Aos a report of the actios 
of a solution of chloral hydrafc in ilic ubove di-ea-t 
written by Dr. Allcu, of Lawyersville, before the 
Medical Society of Northern New York. I have 
used the rrnu-iiy. and while I do not tliink it is :» 
specitic in diphtheria. I have witnessed good results 
from its use. Four yeai-s ngoa bad Sod somewhat 
extended epidemic of mnli(;uHut diphtheria came up 
in my practice, and I ihtm had recourse to chloral 
hydrate. I tried the solution fre<iueut)y aud have 
noticed the membrane to di^solvo very promptly 
under its use. It is certainly also an antiseptic and 
innocuous I used it in the following solution: 
Chloral hydrate, .i:r l.j; u'lyrerincaod Water, of cadl 
% S8. Sig.— Apply wuh brush. 
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The RR vrTTON ny Uut.'^r is Inkectioub Di«- 
BA8B3.— The beriiner Kliohche WocUcnscUrift pub- 
liibe« ft iUtemeBi, by Bbrthdi. to tbs «ffece that on 
the adilition of a FioUition nf Kulpli.inilinic :km(1 to 
the urioe of patieaUi sufTcriog from such infeciioua 
disenfM tt tahereulmlB. typhoid fever, eic.. « bright 
red colrtr is produced. whiU; in the urine of orilinsiry 
iofliuamalory dieeasm or febrile affecttoue there ia no 
ioch effect. Further delaili of tbl« faitMMtlag dli- 
oovery Me promlMd. 



GAiCBicrrA's B&ain.— The &mallDOM of Gam- 
betlit'e braia causes much aurprlae. The average 
weight of the human brain is 48 ounces, but Gam- 
betta's weighed but 1,160 grammen, or about 89 
ounces. It was remarkable, however, for the ricb- 
ness^nd clearness oflte OOUTOlutione. While great 
*izo of liraiu nr. longer regarded as a criterion of 
tniellccluiility, il U nevertheless surprising that such 
great power could work llintugh, or be secreted by 
^•ou takes your choice) u lir.iin flic si/.o of which 
U microcephalic — the ranire uf idiuLic braius being 
from ten to Ihlrty-Ave ounces. 



Lbvioated SrnNMTRATK OK BisMimi IN VAni 
OOBB UtCEua. — A writer in liic JourmU de Medicine 
(traiulated by K. O. Medical and Surgical Jouroal) 
••xtoU subnitrate of bisnmlh a drrssiug for the ill 
oonditioned sore of a varicose ulcer. Ita action is 
■aore Iban tbat of a mecbanical' protection, the 
benefits fr)llt)\v!n? its ii-i- liciiiri most marki d in c i^es 
in which it becomes black, the blackeoiog being due 
to ibe formation of a sulpbide witb the gaseous 
•nwnatioiia from the sore. 

— ' — I 

Tannin as a IjOoat. Application is Erysipki.ah. | 
—Dr. Spender (British Medical Journal) commends I 
Veryhigllly the frt'ciuvni application, by means of a i 
.•amcr'^ liair liiu-li, uf a H.'>!ution of tannin in equal 
parts of water and Hpirits of iron, in the so called 
idiopathic (oon-pyamlc) form of eiyaipelas. The 
strength is six jrrairi;! fn the dmclim. The npplica- 
tioa creates also very grateful sensation, a delight-, 
fully cool feeling following the eraporation. A 
■lozon ni>p1Icati()!i.s or <^n usually «i;t1' r ; lo allay the 
tiwelliog and to cause a shrivelled uppcaraocc of 
the akin. 



The North American Review for March opens 
with an article on "Money la Elcctioos", by Henry 
Oeorge. who brings to the discussion of that hack- 
i v 1 s-uhjcrl u contribution full of originality, : 
frenhnefis and Iteen insight. liobcrt 8. Taylor 
writes of the ''Subjugation of the MiMlssippi". 
.Moncure D. t'ninv ay conlribut(H a viry .striking 
«tudy of Gladstone as a mau and a statesman, lion. 
George W. Julian's "Railway Influence in the Land 
Ofllce'" is a grave, jiulii'ial exposure of the practices 
which, against the manifest intent of tlie law and 
\h» detcnniontimis of tbe highest courts, have won 
for corporaUons millions upon milliona of acres of 



tlu! public (loiiuiin. Richard A. Proi tor writtr-i uf 
tbe "Pyramid of Cheops"; Prof. Wm. O. Sutnner of 
'^Protective Taxes and Wages": Blixur Wrljfht of 
"SniTie Akp<c1.s of TJfe ItiHuranre"; nTnl tinnlly, 
1 there is a symposium on "Educational Noed.H." by 
I Prof. O. Stanley Hall, Prof. Felix AdTer. P>e«ldcnt 
' Thomas Hunter, and Pr, >Iiiry Puinam .Ii(obi. 
] Published at 30 Lafayette Place. New Yi;rk, and 
for sale by booksellerB generally. 

Our beloved contemporary, Iho Louhvillc Medi- 
cal News, is bilious. In commenting on our note 
j of condolence with the editor of an exchange who 
; is burdened and hampered with fifteen associates, 
i it explodes as follows, to wit: "Thus wails the 
1 merry Mudbcron, of the Michigan mar^hcs, who* 
evidently, Is already wearied and worried by 
I his four associates. Thf» a><w)ciulcs Imvci our 
, sympathy." Come, now, Vandcll, me boy, don't 
\ do that. Such efforts are very enervating. Alt 
skin diseases arc not due to malaria, and quiiiinc 
unottik univeraal panacea. You never Mviil so, uod 
when yon did say so of eour^ie you didn't believe It. 
Wo are sorry now that we ever accuscil jou of say- 
ing so, and will forthwith clothe ountclf in sack- 
cloth and put ashes on our bead. We take It all 
back. We would do anything or sfiy anyibing, 
n'L,')udlps< even of facts, rather than subject the deli- 
cuic menial equipoise of the dauntless dermatologist 
of the blue grasa region toagiialion which manifests 
itself in such symptoms && tbe above. 

Whoever hesitates to utter th<%t which be thinks 
the highest truth, lest It should be too miicb In ad- 
vance of the time, must rcmcmljcr that wliil-^ bo Is 
a descendant of the past he is a parent of the future; 
and that his thoughts are as children born to him. 
which be may not carelessly lift die. Hi-, like every 
other man, may properly consider himself as ono of 
the myriad agencies throU'.;h which works Iho Un- 
known Cause; and when the Uoknown Cause pro- 
duces in him a c<»rljiln belief, he is llicreby autho- 
rized to profess and act out that belief. Nut as ad- 
▼entitious, therefore, will the wise man regard the 
faith whit li i>( in liim The h gliest tnilh he 8ce3 he 
will fcarletisly ulter; knowing thit, let what may 
come of it, he is ihm pliiying \\U ri j^it part In the 
w >rld— knowinij that if he cm clft-'cl lb • rh uii;e ho 
aims at, well; if not, well also; thjugh uut well. 
—Ehrbwi Spttteer, 

We have been quite interested in a dewriptioo of 
"Springbrook Place," Ouneva. Illinois. ijivcn in 
a recent number of the Weekly Magazine of Chi- 
cago. "Sprlogbrook Place** Is the snnltnr'un 
established thr mi the rnferiirisc of our fornuT 
townsman. Dr. £. W. Jenks, nod we arc pleased to 
note the success whldi has attended It from its very 
beginning. Our pie i^urc is ni irreii only by the i-e- 
gret that tho doctor in foiuidiug the Dnnitarium 
overlooked tbe sdvnntiiges for nn innlitntlon of diat 
nature, under hi< nffl -ient >n in:ii,'-'ni'.'iii. which am 
presented by his former homt*. Ceri.lnly tho o^v 
portunitiesns well as the ne:cs4ity fur such nu iu- 
atitutioa in this city nte oxooptlonal. 



» 
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Appcarnncps indicate thnt our enterprising 
suburb. Toledo, is to have two medical collt^es very 
•liorlljr. We nolloed in our last, the eniioaiioement 
of iho Ti>1l'<1o Medical CoUcge. and wo hftvi- jn-;t ro- 
oeived uuc from the NorthwestcrD Ohi<» Modical 
Oolite. The letter ftleimk to have been the 6nt fn 
the field, it l)eiDir l>ut » bl^'lier dt-vc^lopmcnt of tin 
Toledo t^hool of Medicine for whicb » charter was 
obtained in 1878. We understand there is some talk 
of startint^ a third, but tho lack of professors pro 
vents, tlu; two now uijdcr way, not having Ufl 
enough to get up another set. Toledo bwi more 
prufetwon to the square yard lluui any town in 
America. 

If h;i? gone abron l thit Missouri is the most 
quark ridden state ot ilu' L uion. It has 4,8^^ prac- 
titioners of all complexions, or one doctor for every 
450 inliaJ>ifnnt=i Of ihe.se, 'AA'?-, ^ail under "regu- 
lar" colors, and the remainder, uncltkkiitic^, eclec- 
tics. homoBopHths and nondescripts. Of the 8,468 
"ntrulars", tliere are, h(»wever, (uily w,l*n wlm pos- 
sess diplomas. There are 369 who are known \\» 
professional ahortiooUts, who, It ia averred, destroy 
upwiird-^ r>r X 000 lives in tttero per annum, or an 
average of 'M apirre. 

The editor of un exchange, which mukc4 uousual 
pretensions to culture and standini;. gives his readers 
the startling piece of information that he took a 
trip to a neigbboriog burgh hyaline of railroad of 
whose "ezoellent management*' and the "pleasure 
and comfort" which grows out of it, it "cannot speak 
in too high terms." Will he not relieve the painful 
BUfipeuse by tcUiuj; u» huw he found il on the return 
trip? 

It has been urged that the change in the Code, as 
niiiilc by the New York State .Medical Sfcirty w is 
at iiie dicLatioa of the specialists. This was freely 
denied at the late meeting, and the resolution 
adopted by Ihr Vfw Ynrk (Vmnty Medical Sotiety 
is adduced iu support of the denial Thai society, 
at a meeting held on the d9lh ult. passed a rrsolu* 
tion, by a vote of 1 IT lo ftO, declaring in f ivi r of the 
new code, "especially because it leaves the matter of 
consultation to the dlBcrellon. the honesty and the 
humaiiity of the individual pracUtkMicr." 

The Lamret combats the notion that abunilatire of 
hair is an index of strength, either mental ur 
physical. The C dinese. the most enduring of all 
races are mostly bald. I'^>au was a hairy man but 
he was e.i.sily wlieedled. The niigiity Ca-sar was 
bald. Long luii red men are generally weak and 
fanatical, while the brains of the world are concealed 
'nenth a scanty crop <»f li"ir Tlie scarcity of hirsute 
in iht- editorial statl of il>c A<iK has, by the way, 
often been remarked. 

Barnes, the "Mountain Evangelist." whose moduM 

(??/r,f(('7/ is by the laying 111 ''f !i ltl(i^, iU'( l;ircs iliat 
he is not a boma''ipalh. on allopath, a viiopalh nor 
MfjT of the other paths generally recogniied. H« 
pnMlidnM hlmaelf a Jesuapatb, which "path" he 



' estimate j as worthy a hmidred of the other. Not- 
withstanding the fact that we are in the full blaze 
of Uie nineteenth century, this sacrllegionn Impostor 
has alarge clientele. 

The British .Medical .loumnl hi* a very compli- 
mentary article on the progress of medical jour- 
nalism in this coimlry. an<l coudude* with llie fol- 
I lowing '■entiment: ' .^gainst so many and aoch 
P'nvrrful and ably ( "U lucted rivals, the prr>po**d 
medical jtiurnal of tiie American Me«lical Aasocia- 
Uon. which lie* still in the womb of time, will bnv* | 
mticii tfi do to hold Its own.'* We endone this ; 

senliment. 

A writer in the Metlical Times declares, that alcf> 
holism is unknown in Hni/!l and the cau e is cnfTee. 
^ Caf£s in which the m ist delicious infusions ot the 
l)ean are disiM'nsed. abound there, where saloous for 
malt and spirituous l)everai,'es abound here. His 
Excellency, the Baron of Theres ipolis, vice dirt-ftor 
of the faculty of ni< dii itu i,f Ki ■ d ' .Trini iiK pro^ 
claims that the numlier of drunkards in a country 'a 
in inverse ratio to the amount of coffee consumed. 

The Alienist and Neurologist declines tosubncrihe 

for directories contaiuin< the uanie^ of leading phy* 
I siciana on the ground that it can dnd tlie names and 
I addressee of such eminent physicians as it does not 
numlier on its subscription list, among the recom- 
mendations of the proprietary medicines to which 
its attention is daily importuned. 

A resolution was introduced at the late meeting of 
the New York State Medical Society providing for 
the complete :ihulillon of the Code of Ethics, even 
as amended by that society, and declaring that tbc 
only olTenoea for which the right to dtecipline shall 
be n scrved, are such as are comprehended uodec 
"the commission of acts unworthy a physician and 
gentleman." Its consideration was laid over for one 
\ year. 

I There has been a remarkable discrepancy be- 
tween commercial and meteorological reports on 
the subject of mercury this season. When the one 
has declared it up, the other has reported it lower 
than it has been for many seasons. 

The Student's .lournal has the following: "Well, 
madam, how's your husband today?" "Doctor, 
he's no belter" "Did you gel the leeches'.'" "Yes, 
doctor, hut he could only take three of them* raw; 
I bad to fry the rest.'* 

A busy doctor K<>nt in a certificute of death the 
other day, and through accident. d(ml)tles«. in 
serted his name in the blank i>pace for "Cause of 
Death." Thus do men sometimes blunder Into 
truth. 

Dr. AllH'rt O. Craig, Vevay, Indiana, »uggesletbe 
substitution of linseed oil for olive oil in the oompo- 
aition of liniments. He has found it better, as well 
as much dienper. 
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PcrBLisnER"i5 XoTii F. — Our puhli-?hcr roqncMs at- ; 
UsntioD to the bilb for bUbacriptiOQS which rfcaiiers 1 
who hare not yet remitted will find endosed In their 
copies I if tli<' present DuinlM.T. Tt is partic ularly rc- | 
quesu d thai they be returaed. accompanied by the I 
*'aliiiiglity dollar," aa aoon as convenient. A sue | 
cessful journal presupposes a good (itiarif stiindinj?, 
and a good finaucial standing is a mallt^r which is 
Ter>' Uiniely in the hand* of ita nibacribers. Any 
maa wbo iiiinlcs a journal good enough to be 
regularly n-ml. should nim to sustain and increase its ' 
usefulness by a prompt di?i"hHr)re of his duty to- 
wards it. TliiH IH a self evident iriiMi but because ' 
of (he fuel iluit in tlif of business it ia apt to 

be over-iooked, we give ttiis reminder. j 



[B«poi«ed for Um ManicAt. Aoa.] < 
riQSMl ComyUcatioiis of Plevral Effktston. | 

BY rBovsaaott j. k. da ooirrA, m. i>., foila- 

OBItPHtA, ^A. 

Pleural effusion m.iy occur in the cour^io nf intra- 
thoracic cancer from the pressure of the tumor on 
one of the a/.ygos veine, but more frequently it re- 
aitlta from the pleura itself becoming the seat of can- 
cerous diseas*;. Cancer of the pleura, however, is j 
rarely a primary disease, and In the three following 
caaea it will be found to hare ari;M:n as an extcnnion i 
from adjacent tissues. It is alsK) met with in cases | 
of general c ancerous cachexia. 

.dose 1. — Patient let. 4"2. colored, was admitted to j 
the ho'»pital in the winter of 1867. with a scirrhou'* ■ 
tumor of the right mammary gUiud. I'he wound \ 
liealed and she was discharged. Later there was 
nki-ration of thp ncntrix. hut this soon healed. 
Upon August 20th she was re-udmilteU to thu ward 
complaining of dyspnna, without fever, cough, or 
pain in the si Ic IT* r respirati iii'^ wore ihirty-two . 
to thirty-tive, pulse niucty. marked dyspnten, re- i 
apiratidn abdominal, expiration proloneed and | 
wheezing, tongue moist and clean, no vomiting or 
diarrhcea, oedema of feet and ankles, left lateral de- 
cubitus, axillary gland<) enlarged and indurated. 
Physical examination revenlerl percussion re.soniuice 
fair at apes on ritjht side, hut impaired below nipple; 
on left side absolute dullness from apex to base; j 
the intcrcofttal spaces li.-vel. but not bulging oa this 
«id<' : deflciMiM'xp tn inn »»f i».fi thoni.v; over right, i 
expiratory imiruuir exa^ir'Tiited; clear and almost ; 
metallic hronehini breathinj: over whole posterior , 
ns[>ect of left '•itle; sounds feelile and slightly 
In-onchial io front, except over ape.\; vocal fremitus . 
diminished; heart souiuls healthy but feeble. Iodide | 
f»f polaji.'siuni. < ulinrKit" "f :inini iniuni and firuturf 
ol bellodoQua ordered, wiih beef tea and milk 
punch. Ltter. pulse became slightly dicrotic and 
heart dislocated to ri^'ht nf ufx-rnum. On S<^ptem- 
ber 5 paraccotisis was performed. Tiie needle was 
Introduced into the sixth interspace, on a line with | 
the anterior lK)rder jf tlie nxill i Two quarts of ' 
dark, bloo<ly serum were witlidrawn The fluid I 
was highly albdmiaous, sp. gr. lOia, and deposited ' 



a thick chocol!»Ie-colore<l .sediment. The operation 
greatly improved all the symptoms. On September 
7 the fluid again began to accumulate and the aymp- 
tom8 ntiirnecl with >nch severity Ihiit nri the 11th 
paracentesis was &%v\\\ performed and two quarts of 
reddish serum were drawn off of much the same 
character as the fluid of the lirst drawing. .\.gaiu 
the patient began to improve rapidly and wtis almost 
convaleicrat, when on November 0 her sympUnns 
gradually aggravated, and on December 29 death 
occurred quietly. Autopsy. — The right lung was 
(juile free from pleuritic adhesions; there were. how. 
ever, both on the costal and pulmonury layer, 
nuniernii* ennr-erous nodules iii ij i ring into the 
pleural cavity. The pleura around these deposits 
appeared healthy. Upon making a section througii 
any of tlu"*!* tT'owths they were foiin l to v iry in 
thickness from one lino to one inch. Immediately 
beneath the right mammary refi[ion there were some 
prominent cjincerous nodwle>. Tlic plmiral .Siic con- 
tained a pint of clear yellow scrum. The left lung was 
very much compressed and contracted. The pleura 
wa.s much thickened and the costal layer showed the 
same (Ulcerous growths as on the right side. The 
pulmonary and pericardial pleura wa^ also dense, 
thickeneti and very tough. The tissue of the lung 
was condensed, hut smooth on t«ection and apparent- 
ly healthy. The pleural fiac contained sero san- 
guinolent Muid in much .smaller quantity than the 
riirht. Tin- rntirr extent of the diaphra'.'matii L»yer 
of jileura on lutth sides presented extensive cancer- 
ous growths. The pericardial layi r was also the 
sr ai of ciincerous LT'nvtli^ The heart was some- 
what enlarged, but the valves healthy. The aorlu 
was of normal siasei. The cancerous nodules were 
some scirrhous and others Arm encephaloid, Tltrrr- 
was considerable fatty deji^aneruliuu of the enccphal 
old growths and not so much in the scirrhous. 

Cn»4 2. — Seen with Dr. Yarrow. Thepatii nt '.va> 
5ti and fnn* from the caiiccrcus diathesis. He had 
siifiFcred from bronchial cough and malarial trouble. 
On or about .lune 187W, Dr. Yariuw wils called 
to see him and found marked eilusiioa on right side 
which caused violent ortliopncea. There was localised 
cliCit-pidn, absence of respiral(>ry sounds and dull- 
ness on ri)iht side. These signs i^radually diminished 
upon treatment and he began to go about again 
when there oecurred asecond etTu-ion on Septamber 
ITjih. Ther^ then fippeared disiinct prominences 
ami severe vtaiu. l lie .«igus of this last ellusion 
never entirely disappeared "uid the pidn continued. 
1 saw him curly in October, there was then great 
eniactaliou and profuse sAeatiug. The puiu was 
constant, and interfered much with sleep. There was 
dry rough; pulse fre(|uenl and feeble; right side of 
chest enlarged; movemeol impaired, but not lost; 
apex in front dull; resonance down to Afth rib. not 
s.) Inw on side. Posteriorly, llntness from spine to 
scapula down, feeble distant breatUiug. orer dull 
area behind, change of position produced bo effect 
at all. A needle was introduced through eighth in- 
terspace puateri<trly. on line of scapula, and one pint 
of clear serum drawn off. Towards the close, the 
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' fluid was alinrwt pure blood. This afforded much 
relief, but did not «iEect tlie pliysiei] rifiuk The 

httrl wa-; nnisidi; of uipple on !rfr. no dislt ntifin of 
veins. Tbcre was a second opcralton porformed al 
wune point but with no raautts. The promioencee 
increa«'0i1,aii(l lie progrcflHively lost Hejih and suHtTcd 
grvat pain, oa December 11. 1B7G, doatti occurred, 
preceded by slight oedema. At the poet mortem ex* 
amiaatioa Ibe left lung was hejillhy, but congested 
and tbu heart punlied to wards I lie left side. A large 
mass of morbid growth lay iu the anterior 
mediastiDum, attHcbeti to the posterior Burf<«ce of 
the stfrnuin aid to the outride of the pericanliuin. 
The 8ae eontuiued about a gill of lil'K)dy t.erum, on 
the right side tiiere vore extensive cancerous mHsscs. 
TIk" ma'ss on the po^rerior surfac*- involved lK>tb 
layers of pleunc, aod aUo the superficial lung tissue. 
The whole thiekness of the diaphragm wm also in- 
volved Al one spot ibe cancerous disease extended 
to the capsiule aud lisiiue of the liver. There was no 
pleural dtudon, the lungs prereoted comparatively 
few cancerous Dodules, at points it w^as iuteti?< ly 
congested, at the point of first puoclure iberc were 
pleural effusions. The liver was enlarged, con 
gcstcd, indiinvteil and granulir. Tlic remaining 
abdominal organs were bealtliy, the body presented 
a moderate degree of emaciation. 

Cass 3 —Patient mt. 60, Seen with Dr. J. U. 
tVllson, bad suffered some eight years ajo with 
syiuptoms of cardiac disease and abdominal dropsy. 
This had been relieved, though after continued 
pliorttu-ss nf Irnvitl) F^r Kfimr months >Iil' bad 
sutlered from increasing dyspncea, and more recently 
from symptoms of pbural offusioa on the left side. 
She bad been very Htsli} , ;in(t. nUliougb she bad 
lo6t some weight wa-> still a titoul woman. There 
was ioteuse onhopncea. hurried breaihlDg on the 
right fcide and firipiont fcclilc. irriirulur pulse. 
Physical examination !»howed nothing abnormal on 
the right side, while on the left tht re wet« signs of 
cdusion reaching the second rib. The heart was 
pushed towards the right, aud it was very difUcult 
to delect Ita apex beat, indistinct systolic murmur 
could Ihj ht urd. There was ramlerate 8801164 anil 
marked (rduma of the legs, the urine contained no 
albumen. Paracentesis was jx-rformcd. the point of 
•election being the seventh iuterflpace in a line with 
tlio nntiii.ir t> lilcr nf the axilla. Ki-hiy fluid 
ouiKcs were wiiiidrawn, of which Ihu lalkr jutrt 
was slightly tinged with b ood, marked relief follow 
fir I tinip, hti! tlicre per.-'i-^led considerahle incn-jise 
of (luUucsd around Ibu cnrdiac region, extending 
particularly towards the medtabtioum. The relief 
wiv<; Itnt brief 'lymptdni'' of elTusicm on the right side 
occurruig, aud the patient died a mouth after ihu 
operation. The post mortem examioation showed 
extetisive intra-thoiacic cancerous difccase. There 
was a largu m;t«s accouipanyiug the anterior 
mediasiinuui and iovolring the anterior la}'er of the 
pericanliiun. whit.h wiu neiirly an inch in Ibickne^jf, 
Ihc pericantial sac cooiaiiatl f^jv-v of blood 
stained scrum, aitii some ruughntsa of tlie mem- 
brane, there was no valvular disease^ there were 



scattered nodules of cancerous growth on the 
pleura on both sides, on the left aide, the pleural mm; 

was oblitrrutpfl hy urilicsiniis, rni (lu? right aide, the 
sac contained three piuUi of blood-iilaioed effuaioo. 
and there were numerous small nodules scattered 
tliroiiL^li the substant'f of the Inn^'. In some cases 
the diagDosus of cancer of the pleura is very 
Thus, as in case 8. if following an external 
of the mamma or elsewhere, dyspnoea and 
signs of increa.sing pleural effusion >3tipf>rvene 
witlkmt there having been any excitiuj^ cause 
of pleurisy, wc may suspect the development 
j of cancer of the pleura. So, too, in e,i>.e 2. thr 
I peculiar recurrence of effu.<iiou without uppareot 
I cause, the severe pain extf nding down the uervea of 
! the right arm, the irregular (Hfttribulioit of pprru? 
siou dullness, and especially the later development 
of the prominences deecribed, enabled the diagooclt 
to Iw readily made On the other band, in some 
cases the diaguosii ls very difllcult. This is particu- 
larly true when the pleura becomes affected in con- 
n ctinn with iirini iry cancer of the lunen, or as an 
extension from small aud comparatively deep seated 
mediastinal growths. Thus in case 8. both tlie his- 
tory and the marked ^evidences of cardiac disturb- 
ance make it probable that pleura effusion was due 
to cardiac disease. Tho ataininji^ of the scrum which 
was withdrawn, and tlie cxti'nsive dullness over the 
proscordia and the lower part of the mediastinum 
aroused suspicion as to the existence of intra-thoracic 
growth. 

I would dwell with particular emphn«t)i! nn flic 
value of the scrum when mixed with blood as a 
aign fA cancer of pleura. It hi true that Ibis may 
sometimes occur in c;i<?e<» f>f an inllHmmntorv natur«r 
and il not rarely happens that towardd the c'osc of 
the operation, particularly if severe cough has been 

fxrttpd. there may lie '\ little t>li») 1 wirh tlie seruiri. 
liut when the effusion Ibroughout pre^ienUi a blood- 
stained lint, showing that the blood has been pre- 
viou.sly i iTii-e.!, it should always call uttcntion to 
the possibility of there being cancer of the pleura. 
It will therefore be seen flnally that even when the 
pleural effusion dors nut siipei veoe on external can 
ccrous growth, a careful study will frequently rc 
veal points leading to correct diiM^nosls. The exii>t- 
cnce of cancer of the pleura is no counter- indication 
to paracentesis if ttie effusion be large and cau^e 
wvcra dyspuma. Even if the effusion be comparn 
lively small aod mcculatcd, great relief may b« 
afforded, as seen in rrt«?c 4; while when the entirf 
collection is removed, as iu cases 1 and 2, great goo<l 
muy lie done, nnd il may even happen as la case %, 
that adhesions will form and prevent any return of 
effusion on that side. It is needless to say that such 
relii;f is al best |)alUative merely, and that the falsi 
progre^ of the disease will cau9<! death either by 
extension to the ojiposiie .-idc or hy tlie develo|iment 
of visceral growtJis. iiolU belure aod after the 
(ipemtion of paracenteais. which is hO often railed 
for iu cancer of the pleura, the use of anodynes, 
either iniernally or hypmifrmically. is nw-essary 
for the relief of pain or paroxysinrd roui^'h u Jec h 
frequently attends cancer of Ihb lung or uiediasti- 
num. : 
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llETlKKMEST aIiD. PuiiSKN r atio^s.— Dr. J. J. 
MilUteron, Professor of In-litui.s of Medicine, 
Miktcria Medicn and Therapeutics, in the Michigan 
CoUegu of medicioc, having some three mouths ago 
tendered his leMgnatiua of that chair, the same to 
take ffTiTt on tlir rln«ff of the sr^^sinn of Ihe 
aluUttuU of the College embraced the opportunity 
afforded by the reception at Abstnol Hall, after the 
commeuo iiuMil i xi-k i-r>, on thi: evcnini? of the 5th 
iiuk, to priiseat hiiu with the following addrew, 
whidi was executed in artistic penmanship and con* 
tained in a superb gilt frame: 

Df.ar ^ik: f^ti tlic ere of your resignation of the 
Chair of Institutes of Medicine. Materia Mcdica uud 
Therapeutics in the Michigan College of Medicine, 
we, on l»clialf of the differpnt Hmsmw take the op- 
portunity of timderiog you this expreshiuu of our 
seteem and respect. 

Realiziufi the vast-importnnrc of ytmr subject in 
its practical relntlouH to the people, and the fact that 
our suoeeas a:: phy»<icianB will largely depend upon a 
iborough linovledge and intelligent iipplicution of 
itf» principle!!, we have, Indeed, reosou to coogratu- 
late ourHclve<j on having had so able and efficient an 
instraetor. 

Durintr tlv flirrc years in which you have been 
tdeutilied with our College, we have ever felt that 
you have ever had oar personal, as well m our pro 
fessioual inlcrest at heart You have frequently 
admouisb«U us of the many diflicuitte^ and dangers 
to be Diet with in our future career, and have on 
every occ i^ion rlf iily imHcalcd tli" incniiji com- 
patible with personal and prafesBiunul dignily by 
which, they may beoTercoma. 

While sincenly regretting the severance of your 



relations with our alma malcr uud the ties which 
liave existed between us as Professor and students, 

we earnestly ho\w tliat in future hours of trial we 
Bhali not be denied the privilc^ of your couoael 
and advice. 

In takinp nur IfMVo of ynu. vrc rp«;portfii11y tcmier 
you our heartfelt thanks and uuilc in wishing you 
and your family the choicest of earthly blesslnga. 
(Signed) 

^ GBOBOK St1£L'£RNAOBI., 
HVOR H. CoOPBIt, 

I. W. Hamuen, 
John Gakuow, 
Walteii J. Cui^, 

B. P. JJUODIB. 

H K. Ft r !8 

GSOaUE F.\ilMER, 

« Committee. 

Dr. Mulberon responded m follows: 

I assure you, g<*ntk'nien, that I am deeply g^nite- 
ful for this expression, not only of your ap|jrccia- 
tion of my eflForts to benefit you, but also of your 
personal i-egurd. The expression is all the more 
grateful because it is but supplementary to manifold 
other expres-tions (iuiing the continuance of our 
relations, and which I um rinviiu i 1 wtrc at all 
times unpremeditated. Your unitorm liejxirtmenl 
in the class-room, the air of your greeting outside 
the class room and your studious attention fn the 
subjects which it has been my pruvioce to teach. 
havecombUied to make more convineinir evidence 
than worila that the sciititm nt which vnu have Just 
tixpresiied is the language of your hearts. The UB' 
Jority of those of you who have to-night received 
your dogrees of the doctorato^ passed your floal ex- 
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amioatioQ on materia mcdica and therapeutics a 
year ago. Mid were thus nlMolved from alt obligation 

to attend iny lectures during the session which has 
just cloaed. Tliii^ fact did not, liuwover, cause you 
to abwnt yourwlrei from these teetures, and thoee 
who were nhliu'c! to attriii] Were not m'tro n ful irly 
found in their scats thou Ihoss whose attendance 
was aoi required. I am sure I will be Jiutifled In 
my interpretation of such at^terdancc us the greatest 
com plimeot which could be paid uie, and I astsure 
you, goDtlemen. it was duly appreciated as such. 
This attendance waa, raoreorer, to me a potent 
stimulant to eff< H i nn y ^ir Iwhrttf The man who 
would fail to t^xcrl hiiu--i.;f lo the utmost in the 
Interests of a class capable of thus showing its 
appn riation would bo aadly out of place in the 
teacher's chair. 

Allow me, gentlemen, to add my congratulatlona 
tn thnw t«^nilrr(il you on the consummstinn of your 
college life— the diploma of your degree from your 
alma mater. May I cherish the hope that in the 
»;mergcncies of that now !ifr to which tlii> d< ji^rcc will 
introduce you, you may Und my teachings liclpful? 
May I hope still further that the iessona In ethica 
to whicli you have rcfi'rn il inuy nid you in thf 
development of true geutlemaoly character! The 
details of otir code of ethics ate numeroiw and It 
will tax your memory to retain them all. Tlicre is 
a shorter code, tluit formulated by tho modt l pontic 
man. He uf Naziircth: "As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them " This 
cmhrncea all the ret, Let il lie tlic guide to your 
conduct, both to your professional brethren and to 
the pttbtle at laige. 

It will plcnfc mc to hear of your siirf-rs?. in the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, but I shall be 
more pleased to bear in addition that it Is said of 
f .irh one of yoii. "Iif- i> n true fium, well rounded 
out in all his parts " These are such sons as an 
alma mater is proud to acltnowledge, and these are 
they whom the world is not slow to honor. 

(Jentleracn, one of my deepest regrets at discoa- 
t muiug the duties of medical lecturer Is because of 
the opportunity thua lost of bdng in ihi> tn inner 
helpful to youi^^ men of the earnest, studious, 
iionorablc class to which you have given evidence 
of belODging. If I have btLii helpful to you, you 
liavc been none the Ic^s luliiful to mc. In tlie 
years to come 1 shiiii associate the memory of my 
eonneetion with yonr alma mater among the moat 
pleasant of tlie past. 

Q^Qtiomeo. 1 again thank you. God bless you 
aU. ^ 

CunoKio O^'ARms. — Although not so frequently 
occurring as some of the other disturbances of the 
uterus and its appendages, as, for instance, version, 
prolapsus, endo-metritis, cndo cervicitis, etc., 
chronic ovaritis Is suflicicntly common to cause 
much fn)uh!t and ;iQ\i'!ty to the practitioner It is 
a very unsatisfiiclory affection as regards ireutment 
and any suggestions bearing thereon arc always in 
order. We ban a number in an- article by Dr. 



1 Henry Qcrvis. obstetric physician to St. Tboma* 
I Hoapital. Jjondon. In the British Medical Joumn} of 

^il tilt. We have in the bi.story of a c.Lse reported 
' by him a very succinct narration of the symptoms 
' of chronic ovaritis. The principal one is pain in 

.ind radiating from one or other ovarian region: 
\ more or less severe; sometimes dull, sometimn 
; aente. sometimes very acute. At first thia p«iQ ia 

occasional only, hut apt to be pretty n^larly pro- 
i voked by the occurrence of ovulation, getting vform 
I before the catamenia and lessening afterwards 
I After a time it becomes continuous, but increased 

by standing or walking; cHpeeially is this the case if 
; the ovary be prolapsed or congested; and if il be the 
j left ovary which is affected it is apt to be aggntTated 

before and during action of the bowels. So great i« 

the pain under the latter circumalaoces that the pa 

tient will sometimea defn' defocatton for one or two 

week m l in one of Dr. Gervi?' cisc* even three 
. weekn were allowed to pass through dread of the 
I pain. In the early atages of ovarltb there Is a ten. 
• dency to menorrhagia, but later on, owiu:^to changes 
! in the tissue, the flow usually becomes scanty sod 
! is aoeorapanted by pain (dysmenorrhoea). The pain 

on pressure over the diseased ovary is of a sickeoiog 
j nature, resembUog, indeed, the pain caused by pros 
! sure on an inflamed testicle. Among the cooalitu 
' tiooal symptoms the chief are noarotic distocbanoes 

and nervous irritability, the result of nwve ek- 

hau.stion 

! As regards treatment, it must be reaicmbered thai 
1 uterine trouble usually precedes the ovArian. and 
j tbc former mu^^t be p'ctifled hr fon- tlie latter, fv-r *j, 
can be bunefltled. The bowcis must be maintained 
in a soluble condition, and much beneflt will ba de 
J rived frnin :nj"ctions twice daily of hot water (100' 

< to 110 ) and the introduction of pledgets of ootton 
saturated with glycerin hi|^ up in the vagina. All 

I pressure from the cloth's niu-t be £;u;Arded aprainst, 
. as must also all pressure from accumulation of fl«tais. 
\ Rest in the recumbent posture, within the limits 
of pliysi. J oTficril necc'-ssities. must bo enjoined, the 
hips being raised by a pillow. The iodide of potus 
i slum for Its effect on the loflamed tissue, the 
, bromides of pota^^i^iuin and ammonlutt for tha 
j i.ervous disliirhancert. 

I The local treatmenl includes the use of iodine or 
\ small blisters to the togulnal n^lon, or sedative 

j liniitieiils, sueli as the lirnimcDts of aconite, bella- 
donna, or chloroform. Hot sitz batbs, douches, 
105M10* ; mercurial vaginal snpposiloriea where it 

< appears pos.sible to promote absorption of cxudii- 
I tions, or lessen ovarian congestion; and when the 
j ovary Is prolapsed, the introduction of an elastic 

rmg pessary, which supports at once both uterus sod 
ovary, often so taking off the dragging and Ixaring 
down sensations of which the patient coraplains.and 
markedly relieving the dysparcunia so frequently 
present. A devicr- that Dr. Oervia has made 
use of sometimes, and with benefit, has been what 
has been called the postural method of traalncttt. 
' By getting tlie patiant to kneel lor de4ni(a perioda 
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of flftfcn to thirty fnirmt'-s, t.\vi> tir three times a iV\\\ 
ia tho genu pectoral posit iyii. the ovaries, unlc^is 
fixed, will fravitate otit of the peMs, aid eo lose 
aonu- of their cdnarcstion. And these approaches to 
a keallby conditioa, repeated frequently, lead, il is 
believed, to the tendency toward health becomlDg 
permanent. At all events this position very fro- 
4)ueut1y has tbo effect of distiru;lly relieving paiu. 
One other iwint worthy of attention is the question 
of ulero-gestat!f»n ; .ttid the c ognate one of the per- 
missibility i)f conjugal relations in the mariied. 
Briefly, sexual i vcitemonl being obviously undctiir- 
able, intercourse must be within the most restrained 
limits, from t irciitnstaoces, complete absliu- 

eacc is unattainable, in some stages of ovaritis, 
while OTulatioa proceeds, conception is of course 
po's^iM''; nnd there is also no doubt that prestation 
liaa. in many cases been di^liucUy beuelitiial Ioc&r's 
of chronic ovaritis. The explanation being that dur- 
ing gestation the ovaries are having a complete 
phyaioiogical rest; and also that being lifted out of 
the pelvis by the oterus. as it rises in the abdomen, 
they arc removed from m'jch of the pressure and 
weight to which, while in Ihc pelvis, tbey are sub- 
jected. Hut in ispilc of all such precautions and 
tr^tnient, a certain number of these cases <lrifl into 
the thinl clii-ss, the class in whirh no remeily short 
of a nearly perai!>ieut narcotism uppeum to give any 
relief. The patient i;) always in pain; pain spoken 
of by some as n hurninir. smrchin-.; pain : hy other."! 
«i a wearing unendurable paiu. by olliers ai$ 
'^tortuM;" a pain from which nothing but the 
stronger seriative. or hypr)ilermlc injections- of 
worpluo, or large dosus of braudy, give any freedom. 
For the relief of this class Utile but surgical treat- 
ment remains, apart from the perpetual admiuistra- 
tkm of sedatives. 



Si'<)NT.VNKof8 CoMucsrioN. — The youti^ man 
TTnderwood. whoso cii"*e Dr. W'ooilman, of I*aw 
Prt'v, >TIeh., reported in the Michigan Medical News 
of Scpieniber lllh last, has been excitiug cousider- 
able inteje.st and incredulity by the power, which be 
claims, of iLrnitin ; :ntl immablc; material by simply 
ItrcAthing on il. It will be remembt'red that Dr. 
Woodman vouched fur the ROod fslth of his experi- 
ments. He liutl '(ttnlreil ilie yoiitic; man enrcfully 
and taken the utmost possible prec.iutioa against im- 
pwdlioo, even to strippini; him, having htm rinse 
lii» mnulli and wash his hands thoroughly. With 
all these prccaulion.s liuwever, he would brealbv on 
a hsodkerchief fiimlshed by any one present and 
consume it with llamcs. While out bunting he has 
iieeu known to collect leaves and .start u fire by 
timply breathing on them, and on getting his feet 
wot he dries his stockings in the same rniiiMier. Dr. 
W. «:iys "il is certainly no humbug," and asks 

what is ity lie regards il as electricity, the pro- 
fitiel of nervous actton. He de<-lareH, further, that 
•he yoiiH'.^ mnn j« mtif-h cxhniHted aflcr his ex- 
periments that lie cannot tjc luilu xd to repeat them 
-More than oooe daring the day. 



Tliis young man u e l irii from the papers, 
been to Chic;igo where he exhibitetl hi^ powers be- 
fore a compmy largely composed of pliysicians, 
among whom were several chemists. While his 
spectators were incredulous, wo tiave not learned 
that tbey detected any imporitlon. We attended, a 
few weeks ago, a leclure by Professor John B. 
Clark before his class at the Micbig,<in College of 
Mcdiciue, in which ho gave what purp;)rted to be an 
exi>o.sC of Underwood's trick, but which was not, to 
our mind, at all satisfactory. Dr. Clurk secreted 
between his fingers a small capsule filled withasolu- 
tion of phosphorus in carbon disulphtde (Greek Are) 
which be broke iu the handkerchief while nibbing it 
in his hands. By breathing on the handkerchief after 
this, "spontaneous combustion" was readily caused. 
It is, in the first place, incredible that Dr. Woodman 
or the Chicago gentlemen were imposed on by any 
such transparent device as Ibis. In the second 
place, the nature of the combustion thus c;Hi!vC<l dif 
fers from that reported by Dr. Woodman. In com- 
bustion caused by the spontaneous IgniUon of phos* 
phorus, only such portion of the material thus 
treated is consumed as is covered with the solution, 
the phosphoric ccid generated during combustion 
glaxing the parts in the vicinity with a non-combus- 
tible varnish. In Underwood's case the material 
(handkerchief, leaves, shavings, elc.) is entirely 
consumed. 

The generation of sneh heat by the human T)ofly 
to ignite intlammubie material has, of course, been 
deemed an Impossibility, notwithstanding the m- 
mrince with which the question has been stirrounded 
and the use which novelists have made of the alleged 
fact. In cmbellikbing thdr works. Most writers re- 
fer tn flic ti, ittcr only to cnntemptuoiisly reji-el it. 
Doubtless the so-called cases of spontaneous coni- 
bnstion of heavy drinkers are myttis, the burning in 
every instance being traceable to direct ignition. 
The fat body of the drunkard, saturated with alco 
hoi, Iwiog more inflammable than the woolly fibre of 
his clothing, is apt to burn more freely, and In this 
we have an explanation of the mysterious fact that 
the body has been found consumed with its clothing 
comparatively Intact. 

It has been suggested that phosphoretted hydro- 
rcn may be gcucratcd in the human body, and Pro- 
fessor Apjohn (Tidy's I.>egal Medicine) ap|)eai* to 
fav()r tins view. Ii is true, says Dr. Tidy, that 
giiscs found it dead brjdics arc sometimes indarama- 
ble. But it Is a question whether they are llkdy to 
be pre-i nt in sufTirient fjUfinfily or purify to fire— in 
oiher words, whether they are not, as a rule, so di- 
luted with non-combusllble gases, that they cease to 
be liable to igoifc. It is barely possible th;it in Un 
derwuod's case the phenomenon consists uf a hyper- 
generatlon of phosphoretted hydrogen which is not 
neutralized, as in ordinaiy cases, by tlie non-inflam* 
mable gases. 

Ckrkhrai. DvsPKrfiA.— .T ihri Main, M. I).. 
(British Medical Journal), strongly insists on the 
purely cerebral origin of many forms of dyspepsia. 
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where llif ptUient is neither over-indulgent, nor in- 
temperate, nor aildicUnd to hurry over meals, nor jic- 
etutomed to eat coarse or unwholesome food. TlM 
c«re?)(Ji! form of dysppp"''"!^ well seen, in many 
cases, where i\ healthy man, with good appclite.sud- 
d«Dly reo^ves bad newb when stttiog down to a 
mc!il "'But, perhaps, nf fill rnndit?on« artins: on 
the brain in this maouer, and through the brain on 
ttaevtomaeb. no one i« more lojurious, or mora 
j!irrin£j t<> flic < iTcbnil elements, than uncertainty, 
and tiic worry caused by the same, more particularly 
In pieteraatarally, irritable aabjects. In fact. It is 
in connection with this name worry thit tin fnrm iff 
dyspepsia I have at present under coustderutiou 
most frequently occura. Tbe mind. In sneh cam. 
preyi upon iti»elf ; tbo cerebral elements seem to get 
jarred and out of gear; and with this condition the 
stomach sympathizes. But in addition to worry, 
fhehabiiinil itnictice of calUnginto action tlie "re 
servf fund" of tli« cerebrum, as already nientinnrf!, 
will bring about the same const-quenci's — numuly, 
oenbnl faHgae and exbauation. indicated cblefly by 
prcternntura! irritability; this contlilinn, sooner or 
later, telling upon the dig^tive organs. Having 
Mid this, it is almost unneoeasaiy to add, Ibat such 
cases are most conuinnly met with amongst those 
wIm) are engaged in the hottest part of the 'battle of 
lifo,* or 'struggle for etisteoce;' and, again, amongst 
these, chiefly tho*e whose bu>iiu.-s or profession 
leads to much anxiety, uuccrtainty orovcr Htrctcbing 
of the mental powers. In over-aspiring, over, 
ainbitious natures 'hupe defened' Tiiay brini; about 
the same results; as, according to tiic biblical expres- 
sion 'it maketh the heart sick.' My attention was 
drawn to several ciiaes of dyspefwia, connected with 
one or other of these condition^, some time ago; and 
what made me more strong iu uiy vie w of the.se cases 
being cerelmt. and not stomachic atall in their origin 
was their obstinnry tindt i all forms of nntnrnl treat- 
ment. Latterly . 1 have tound that the only treatment 
capable of doing ttaese cases any permanent good, is 
a chunffu. in the wide sense of tlio t. rni— a rolnxa- 
lion from business or study; and as regard!^ medi- 
cines, not such as are meant to act on tbe stomacb 
directly, but tho.se meant to act on the cer«;t»rum. 
Ainong.Ht these, I have found the most useful to be 
(ac bromide of ammonlnm. or bromide Of potassium 
— perferably the former— i?iven in a sutBoient d(»se 
nl li liiine to secure ii good ui;:lu's sleep, this being 
otleu very indillcruut, and so teiidiufj to complicate 
tbe case; and, combined wit h lui^, tu Ix- taken tbree 
or four tini durinu the day, such medicines us arc 
known to have a building up elTeet on ttie ueryous 
system. Amongst these, the most UHeful being 
pljosph'TiH. nr the bypopli i-^jihit. s, rit.rl <o(l liver 
oil. Arsenic and quinine arc often aL-^o u.H'rul. and 
a generous diet is always indicated. . Unless tbe 
stomach bas passed into a state of disease (which it 
may do, if overtasked when iu thb weakeued slate), 
any of tbese medicines are generally well borne. It 
Willbe well to bear in iniiKl. hnw. vcr, that if the 
mnootts membrane of the stomach be iu a state of 



irritation, quinine, arsenic, phosphorus, the hypo- 
phosphites, and sometimes even a>d-Uver oil, are 
g!eneraUy Inadmiwible." 



CoMPOLsoKY NoTtPrCATtON.^-Gertain of our 

Kocular papers, supported, we rrsrret to say, t>y a 
few physicians, have afTcctcd to lidiculc the Uemaod 
of small fees for serYloes rendered the pubHe tn tbe 
matter of furnishing certificates of death and nntifi- 
cations of infectious or contagious diseases. Ridi- 
cule is a cheap suhstitute for argument, and bow ap- 
propriate swvcr it may Im in the mouths of dcma- 
gitgues. It is .sadly out of place when employed by 
members of the profession in a question considered 
of sufll<;ient interest to engai^e the serious conridera- 
tion of the majority. The question is not one of re 
inuneraliou per atf; the insignificant size of the re- 
luunefatlon asked in tbe bill before tbe legislature 
(ten cents for each notiflriif5r)n or cTrtificnic) should 
b.> enough to settle that point. Those who base 
their ridicule on tbe paltriness of tbls sum bat. pro- 
claim themselves the .^orilid money mnkers which 
they, in most iu!itances, are. With such utilitarians 
medicine is a trade, a simple means to an end whieb 
mitrh'. in many cas&s, be much more successfully 
attained through agencies, less hallowed Uirough 
associations and leas honored by memories. We 
hope tlll^ day is far distant when the medical profes- 
sion will follow in the wake either of dcmanfojjues. 
or utilitarians, or salarieti servants, to regard their 
honorable profession as a trade and to measure tbe 
servucH rendered us a .something compensation for 
which can bu fully measured iu dollars and centij. 
There is un cjiprit (b- (utrpa in the ranks wblcb rebels 
against .such teaching as this. 

Above all other callings the mclical profession 
has been preeminent In Its unrrqnited labors on be- 
hair i f !h( piihlie. Its Isemes for the general good 
and the private benefactions of iUt individual mem- 
bers, for wbicb no pecuniary reward bas ever been 
e.xpecleil or n <■ tvi- l, it not necessiiry t<) recount. 
Medical men devote themselves to charity without 
ostentation and not letting the left hand know wbat 
the riy;ht doeth. The iK'nefuettons of the family 
practiiiuuer are rarely puhli^lied and are never 
blazoned forlli for personal glory. In the legitimate 
dischari:c of his high niissif»ti lie avoids the (»tihliclty 
of the secular press. How t*adly he sometimes 
changes in this rf trnrd when be heeomcs a salaried 
offlcerl 

Bill thoiiLi-h th'is always rendy in seasim ami out 
of seaioii t<i Vi'!iiiit;irily iriv.' hi^ serviot's iti worthy 
charity, the pln>iciati who holds iiis i>rof4'«<iion in pvo* 
[)i.T e.'-ti'tMii, will not t;itiiely submit to berom|H?lled If) 
give l^i! scrviiics wiilioui rewanl. The deiuand for 
a small fee in each caw of deaib ccrtifloaile omotifl- 
cation of iiif* rli.m< >li-^<.-isf. on f'l" p :il 'f the p!iysi- 
ctauh of lUis ciiy, is nothing more H<ir less ihan a le- 
bellion against the attempt of local authorities to 
deprive ihem of their na' i: il ri^'lit to bestow or 
withhold their charity. These* guiitleuien are- kK> 
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deeply imbued with the iabcreot justice of their de- 
SMBd to snlTer Iheouelvn lo tw iide>tfaiekied bj ridi- 
«ula for M17 •ouroe. 



Phil.adbu>sia Emtkhckizk. — There isone Sftinucl 
H Killer, of Philadelphia, publisher and boolneller, 
wh'isf eiit«'rpri>.«! in t(io r<Mn;vrkiibIe to pormit of ila 
being ootiofxi without comment. Ue has figured of 
late yean as the publbher of notes on practtoe. 
cliaicHl lectures, etc., by the eminent and prominent 
physicians and surgeons attendant on the New York 
and Philadelphia bospitaU, and his enterprise in 
■ecuring this yaluable material from such u variety 
of soirees has liwn complimented at various Umcs 
by llic rmiiical press. This enterprising individual 
far&iifhfs iiiso reports of clinical lectures to medical 
Journals and we have from time to time pnid him 
for Bucb reports. We have generally exercised the 
usual oara In the publioatlon of eueh articles bat 
W( re rM^ntly c.iii^lit nappinij nn<! in the press of 
duties allowed one which purported to be from Pro« 
feaaor J. H. Da Costa, of Philadelphia, to go to the 
printtT for our i>sue of the lOlh ult., Nvitimut h iving 
exercised the mua\ precautions. A copy of ^hc 
number of tlie Aoc. having been sent to Dr Da 
Costa, it clicit<Ml a letter from which wc unnte the 
following; "lean only say that I think in the 
•rttcle whb which my name is connected, you have 
been imposed upon. I do not recollect ever to have 
seen the case or delivered any such le<-turc at any 
time." In a subsequent letter Dr. Da Costa re iter- 
■te* his disclaimer, in languai^e most positive and 
uneqni V4>cal. On the prtrt of Miller whose «ttenliou 
we iiamedtatciy calkd to ihe matter, he declares 
that "we are alt, of course, liable to be In error, but I 
think that my note-book is more neetirnte thnn 
Da Costa's memory." The q>iet>tiun has thus re- 
aoWed itself Into one of veracity, and onr readers 
will not hesitate, even in view of the cfTrnnlery of 
Viller's re-afflrmation, to decide on whom they will 
bdicve* 

The eolerpriao of Mi let is further illustrated in 
connection with ft re<-( nl book on Practice, which 
he bus juat issued. In liis advice lo us that he had 
■ent a copy for review and notice he naively re- 
marks, in connecti on witli certain ins(ru< lion? ns to 
matters of detail which he wishes to have elaborated : 
«*Wrlle a aotte tbal will umIm It aeU." The sub. 
limity of the cheek as rcvenled in this stroke of pub- 
lisher's enlerpriae aroused our profouodesl admira- 
, tton. We feared we oonld not do the matter JuMice, 
and Iherpforc, rather thht !ittt?mpt to further tin- sell, 
we returned the book with the wrapper unbroken. 
The sntfaor has been unfntvaate in hia selection 
of a publisher of such chaniclerlstica. Will 
ptibli^'ihfT Miller kindly do 'h <\ fnvnr and not 
send us any oopies of his pubiiculiuaij lu future? 
LlkewlM also his npocia of leduceaf His nnark- 
able enterprise is, we fear, not properly appneialnd 
la this western long;itode. 



Lkprost in the United Statss.— There have 
appeared from time to time during the past f^w 

years vague rumors of impending danger from the 
introduction into this country of that loatlisome dis- 
ease, leprosy. It wius one of the grounds on which 
was raised the popular cry •'the Chinese must go," 
and, indeed, the acquaintanc f on the part of the 
medical profession being chictly from the sc^nt 
literature on the subject, ti'^ it is contained in Holy 
Writ, there has lioen nn iind<'tini (l dn ad of it even 
among physicians. Sumeihiug like a dozen cases 
have been unearthed among CSaucasians in the 
United State", find althoijjrh the evidrnee on the 
point is far from conclusive, the common belief is 
tliat the disease, as it exists here, is of Mongolian 
origin. The existence of these cuscs taken in con- 
nection with a belief in the contagious nature of 
leprosy, must be a standing cause of anxiety. It is, 
however, by no means an indisputed far t that the 
dis^ue is raatagious, as witness the following ex- 
tract from a communication to the State Department 
from U. S. Consul E. H.' Plumacher, at Maracaibo* 
and reproduced in the Sanitarian for February 1st: 
"About seventeen years ago a woman waa admit- 
ted to the Lazaretto (an i-'and fr^r lepers) who has 
ever since suffered with eleptiiintiasls of the most 
marked character. She was accompanied by her 
daughter, a child of three years of age. wholiasoon- 
stanily resided on the island in daily intercourse 
with her mother, and who is now her regular st- 
tendaut This young woman, now twenty years of 
age, has ns yet no Kvmptom'' whnteverof th(- distcase, 
haf'ing a perfectly clear cuticle and complexion, and 
being in all respects In a lieaUhy condition, with 
very attractive features. It i.« v<.ry po^^iliJc that .she 
may be ultimately afflicted; but if so. it will ht from 
heradltaiy tidnt, and not from contagion. Other 
; evamples. more or le««.s similar, ( ould be cited» but 
this one will serve to sustain the tUeoiy." 

Dr. J. V. Shoemaker. (Medical Bulletin) ta tlie 
course of remarks on a ca.se of It-prnsy which was 
brought to him for treatment from the Sandwich 
Islands, declares that the weight of opinion gathered 
from authorities is to the effect that the disease is 
not contagious In the ordinary .sense of the term, and 
can be communicated only by inoculation. la the 
case under consideration the patient admitted exces- 
sive and indiscriminate venery from which ho h id 
prububiy cuutractcd the disease. He bad corns te 
this country on the advice of two intelligent phyai< 
cians of Honolulu, who, frtrm the experience with 
the disease as it prevails on the Hawaiian Islands, 
did not believe that he would endanger any ons by 
his trip. 

Tbk Code or Mkdical Eraica.— This perennial 
question of medical ethics has received the most 
considerable agitation for many years, in the late 
action of the New York Medical Society in re afHrra- 
ing its position in the matter of meetmg practitioners 
who may have special and peculiar conceptions of 
the action of medidoe. This action is all the mere 
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sigDiflcant from Ui«fact that the iodleationaara that 

it is iulcnded by those who took the IciuJ in wearing 
it, to be but preiiminary to na nitcmpt. which will 
benUide at the next mcetiug of the Society, to iiboU 
iflh entirely all ciKltoal rcstriclioDs. thus placini^ the 
practice of mt'dicine on ihc same fooling in this re- 
gard as all thi; other callingsi of men. \Vu iH-lieve 
tiu Tf is a by no means inAi^nificanl numl>er of phy- 
sicians wh«* rc^nvd t!ie code not only as iisfl s^. I)iit 
also as posiiivi iy narrowing iu its tutlucuce uuU 
favoring hypocriiiy and deceit. Tfaeic argue that a 
nh\>ic i ui may Iw a parascon of othiciil piopnety, 
and ut tiiti 8ume time be guilty uf , couduut ugain^l 
which the (nsttnels of a gentleman would indig- 
nantly rebel. If this Vn tniP, win rcin lies the value 
of the code? We venture llic »lutuuieul (hat of the 
75.000 practiliotten of medicine of this country, not 
(i ll [« r ( i>nt. have over r('a<l the code o! ethics of 
the Amcrictto Mcdic-tl Association, and that not 
five per cent, even of the etiilcaliy correct in their 
(l< pnitment towards lM)th the public and their 
brother pracliliouer^, remember enough of it to 
be of the slishtest possHibIc value to them as a guide 
to amdiict. Certain it is that as i: guide to the 
every day conduct of .the. pliysirian, it is as if it did 
not exist. The genllctn m does not require it, and 
he who is not a gentleman can otiiise it to cioaic 
Ivis ras^-alily. One of the greatest slifklrrs! for the 
code whom we know, is notoriously unfair towards 
his brother practitioners, injuring them Ittuendo, 
and robbing them of their patients when he can. 

Correcl medical conduct requires more than cuu 
be formulated iQ'w«>rd9. It requires that rare ad- 
mixture of n 1^ ml for nthersi, self respect, charity 
and magoanimily which goei to make up the gun- 
tlemiw. No ci>de can define the constituents of 
this admixture, and any code whii Ii rarinot deflne 
it ia uaeless and in many respects injurious. Batter 
than such a code lathe uftwritten and indefinaUe 
■ aw which defines a gcntlem.m. Tf physicians wore 
abtoUod from the obligations of gentlemen and re- 
qidred only not to violate the code of ethics of the 
American Medical Association, the profession of 
medicine would soon cease to be the honorable call- 
log tliat it is. 



The Qi;ALtri€ATioN9 ov a Okaltii Okkickr — 
'I'hf foliowiiiti deOnilijn of n siircr^^ful health 
otiicer. copied from the Medical Newij, of i'hiladcl- 
pbiSk is respectfully submitted to the consideration 
of oppointint: powers whrrcvrr found: 

The rapid advance iu sanitary kQ«>wlcUge, and, as 
a ooMequttDce. the more exaetiogr demand for a 
careful ami wise administration of sanitary law. re- 
quires a rigid scrutiny into Ibc qualilicatioos of all 
exectttive officers of health. So varied and responsi 
blc are the duties « ntru'-ted to the health ollicer of a 
laigB town or city, tbut without special knowledge 
aod trriolsg, and good administrative ablUly. the 
bolder of the po«iliou cannot successfully discharge 
the obligations o£ the trust. liecognizing the 
Soundness awl wisdom of this principle, the local 



I government of England has long since required thai 

I all health onicers shall be medical men. who, by e»i 
ucation and training, are e^^pec-ialty tilted for the 
work of investigating the causes and pn venlioo of 
diseases, the management of cpidemi(;s. sup^rviiion 
of s<iuitary inspections ami the iotulligebt admiUM- 
tration of the laws of health. 

It happens too often in this cDuutry that the |>osi- 
; tioa of Iii .iUh '.(tirri is .iiu-i)l iii'Iiti .J ri".v:iril. witti 
out co(i>Hii-s,aiou ot jK-rsouai and prolessioual quiii- 
I iti( aiiou^ The result is an incAelent, haphazard 
and automatic exw ution of the laws, and a f iilur* 
, to judiciounly auU ciUcitjQily uirry out the duties of 
j the ofiloe tlirough ignorance *»f the fundamentvl 

principles of public and private hypicne.- 
; A health uilicer »houlU t>v an experi<juceU tmui- 
j tarian aod a physician of thorough education. He 
I shoiilil bi' capable of advising the sanitary authon 
I ties in ail maitera allecting the htulih of the iK-opie 
I and he should be competent to intelligently inquire 
i into the causes, origin and distribution of disea.sen. 
: to aaccriain to what extent they are capable of re- 
I moval or mitigation, and to make nee of all Uic> 
j means at h:s di-p »sal for the preservation of the 
I public health, lie should give his entire services to 
I the position; he sh'tuld receive a liberal conipcn?a 
tion, and should have the assurance of remaining in 
otHcc so long as the duties of it were judii iously 
and elUcieully discharged. The pruseut uncertain 
(enun» of office is a bar to an eligible ■|>pointmeiit 
I as none htir a prnfessional ofllce-yeeker is willing to 

(throw aside tlie luivautagcs of a permanent avoca 
tlon for an oftloo of uncertain tenure. 



i Giant Cfi/ruRc --It is, we believe, generally 
conceded that the first few years of an animal 

I growth determines very Urgely the sice to which It 
is destined ti) allain. In the matter nf poultry, for 
instance, it is impossible to raise large stock from 
chlckett<i the growth of which has not been en- 
couraifed to its utmost, during the first months. 

' ]{roeders of alt sorts of stock ul! recognize this fact 
and it is a fact scarcely less apparent in the com* of 
the human animal Uat the beat men physically art 
such as have been well cared for. and whose growth 
has be<.-n encouragiHl or stimulated during early 
childhood. 

* A Dr. Tariiit r, 'A Krance. is sjii«l to have devisert 
I a means whereby tiic growth of infants may bt- 
I stimulated in a moat remarkable manner. The ap- 
paratus is after the mndcl fiirnisbrd liy thmt em- 
ployed iu the artificial incubation of eggs. lie has em- 
ployed it chiefly In earing for foundlings aod pre*, 
mature diililren. l>y the lar^'e pcrcenUigc of death? 
among which dosses be bod been much annoyed. 
1 It conshita of a box covered with gloss, furnished 
; wi!h a woollen beil and kept at a temperature of 85* 
j F. by the aid of hot water. Tiie viable child placed 
I in one of tliese boxes Is said to thrive most wonder- 
fully, the most miserable looking little creature soon 
i commencing to grow apace. The contentment of the 
I iofant is shown m the fact that it seldom or never 
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^ cries and lins geinf rally to be n waked iu order lo i 

' feed it Dr. Taraler Is nid to bave forced the | 

growth of chiMiin in this manner, to 8ucli a dejyrwj j 

that at the end of six mouths they Imvo weighed 84 i 

lb. ! 

If the ntinvc device bo all that is rlaimc 'I fiir it in 
the way of prcveotiug mortality among infuoLd it is 
a fTBod {nventtoD ▼iewcd simply in the light of its 
iranudiiiii n suits. It, hdwevcr, suijgests some-thing 
■slouQding iti ila possible effects od the race. If ) 
lubscqiicnt tiM bears the relation, usually credited, 
to the i^izo ultftined (luring the first few months or 
years of life, we have in Tarnicr's apparatus the 
poesibilitioH of the ruhabltntion of the world with 
a rjicc of giiints. Whether Tiimicr'a artificially 
nursed infiiuts 'vill atfuin a suh-ii-qut'nt irrowlh pro- 
portionute to thai ulUiiued duriug Ibc first few 
montbH ri-umlQS. of CfUrse, to be seen. In the 
nicnilinii- »Iip f»npnratu«> can be employed for its 
valuable- immtnliatc rosulls. 

SoiitniLC BtOOLS AfTBR PKRINSORRHAPnY.— 

At a rft cn( itRi tifiij of the Ohs^letrica! Soriety, of ' 
Philadelphia (reported iu the Medical and Sutjgical i 
Reporter) Dr. William Ooodell reported a cane on [ 
which he hml operated, for the relief of !a< ; r:.u .! 
perioeum, upoa an iosaae woman, who had been 
ecnt to liim for that purpose from an asylum. Her 
insanity oonincnce<l after lalior, and was probably 
iluclTj a complete li<x'i:ilion of the perineum, ex- j 
u.^udiiig two inches up the rectum, it had always 
been bis habit to prevent any action of the boweU 
during the fir>t wci k nftrr the operation. This pa- 
tient, suou after coming out from the iQlluencc uf 
the anesthetic, toreoflf the liondBge from her knees, 
removed the catbcti r, ;itii! ^.y wvereslraininur • ffui N, 
secured a movement from the bowels. h» she could . 
not be controlled, laxatives were given to secure | 
liquid 8looU and avoid straining. The patient 
walked freely about the ward from the day of opera- 
tion. The doctor expected the operation to be a 
failure under such circum.stutii'( >, but to his surprise, 
on removing the sutures ho found that In the rectal [ 
portion and the important part of the perineum, ' 
union had taken place. I 

His attention has been called hy this ra^e lo the 
question of the advisability of keeping the boweb 
constipated after this o|x;ration. He Intends to try i 
the effect of laxative s III futtirf ca'sps 

Dr. R. P. llarris reported the case of a woman 
who, alter tlie operation of perineorrapby, would | 
strain, atid her efforts at ilefecation opened the j 
wound to nearly its original cxieuL la a second 
operalion on the same patient, the liowela were kept 
fwc and union wiis pcrftTt j 

Dr. E. E. Montgomcrj'. after operating for lacer- 
ated perineum, does not use a catheter, but allows \ 
the patient to pass her water, as he <l<it s not con.sider 
healthy urine disadvaologeous for a wound. He 
has been in the habit of using compound liquorice 
powder to keep the stools liquid. He has bad 
good iiiece« in both primary and aecondary opera- 



tions updn the perineum where the reetum wa» iu 
Tolved. 



TlIK SaLICYI-^TES .\NI» TI.KMOHIll{A<JF..S IN En 

TERio Fbvek,— Dr. James Ferguisou, of Perth, 
writes (British Medical Journal): "At the time 

when salicylic :i' i ! nml its (i>rniv nnr!- irf lectiving 
so much atteotiou, may the following facts be re- 
garded as at least worUiy of statement? T^ast year, 
while resident in the intlrmiiry here. I had an oppf>r- 
lunity of testing the eOicacy of certain drugs as anti- -. 
pyretfcs in enteric fever. These agents were used 
succe«^ive!y, each over a group of cases, and in 
cimled the .salicylate of soda. The latter had not 
Ijccn long in use when an increased frequency of 
haiiioi rhagcs from the bowel rais(>d the question, 
c(»u!!! the salicylate be i iv vitig llir pi ■ ■ I'u 'iou of 
that ctHnpIicatiiin of the malady? Whelljer it were 
or not, the suspicion aroused dictated the with- 
drawal of the ••riU fmrn u^r- In cn«cs of typhoid. 
Shortly afterward*, 1 noticed that a foa-ign observer 
reported tlie salicylate of bismuth, and. I thinic, also 
salicylic acid (though of the latter I cannot be cer- 
tain, ■BA i um not able now to find the report io 
qnestion). to cause ioteailoal and nasal hsmorrhagos. 
The subject would not Invr hrrn n vived by mc at 
preaenl, but for the leceut experience of my succes- 
sor in the resident's office of the at>ove mentioned 
institution, I). II. M» Lean Wilson, who joins mc in 
placing the facts before the public. Dr. Wilson, in 
having re<'ourse to the suda-salt In typhoid, found 
the same .striking fn fiuency of hiemorrhagcrt to fal- 
low closely. His employment of the agent differed 
from mine, in that he administered small do»es of 
ten to fifteen gniins frequently over the twenty-four 
bourn, wln!c I ^'.ivc half-drachm or drachm tjn<?c« at 
longer intervals apart. In the other respect, how 
ever, oar experiences have been so similar as to 
warrant the facts being l'rni)",'hl nnficr ntffice, so 
that the imp^^tuut practical tpiestion involved may, 
if possible, bo decided by tlte evidence of a number 
of observers," 



Pkcul.i.\k Pkoim.r. — The Mcdtcul Tunc* and 
Oasette thus pays its compliments to a class of 
peculiar people whom most of us will readily 
recognize: The fanatical sect amongst ourselves 
that trusts entirqly to prayer and anointing with oil 
for llie cure of till manner of iliseases, is qnilc 
impartial iu the application of its tenets; hut it 
would seem that there are peculiar people io other 
lands who do not p i ssr-s ihi' ( Mirage of their con 
victioDs io tliai full degree which necessary to 
Idsuto their universal oliservatloo In pnietic. {f^lth 
and inunction tlu y say, is good enniiLrh for wnmen 
and children, but In the case of the lords of crea- 
tion a little medical science is desirable. Tbft 
would appear to be the attitude taken up by rhat 
blighted- patriot Arabi, who in now kicking his heelfi 
in Ceylon. He Informed the reporter of the Ceylon 
Times, who had an interview with hmi recently, 
t'oat for himself, in ibe event of illness, he was quite 
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prepwed to. be ftttcDded by Bmopean nMdlcal 

ftdvis('rs. "But, fis for thf wnumn and children," 
he added, "well— that waa quite anolher thing. 
They nevw took mcdidne. God wh good, and 
they would, when ailing, get well by His mercy." 
Arabi's reasoning inevitably conducts to the conclu- 
sion, either that he is himself outside the range of 
God't nercy. or that that mercy. %vliiU- ^.utlk•it'^t 
f' 1 women and cliil(lr( ii, is iii;nl( iiiuUl- in the case of 
a Uiule adult, and ri-<iuirei) tu be supplemented occa- 
aioaatljr by » Uule blae pill and black draugbt, or 
otber htimaa inveatioiu. 



TlIK iKFT.ltKNCK OP AtCOHOT, IN TtIP, CAT'S ATION 

ov In8a»ity. — in a paper read before the danitary 
conventioo beld at Poaliac on the tst ult.. Dr. H M. 
Hunt. mrfHrnl 'tjpcrlntendpnt of the Eastern (Mich.) 
Asylum for the Insane, read a paper in which be 
argued to show tbat Inebrietf ia parents ia a Uf- 
qticnt cnuw of the irr'anity of their children because 
drunkenness produces u transient insanity even ia a 
hcaUhy brain. Chronic drunkenness produces or- 
ganic brain disruses t)rin;:iriiz in lii< ir Ir.iin, impair- 
ment of the memory, inactivity of the reaeon, a 
weakening of the will and a loaa of the natural afPec- 
tlonB; also moral perversions of vicious propensiticp. 
and finally unmistakable diseases of the mind and 
oerrous system— nil of wbich are capable of trans- 
mission to children. 

Th«t the rliildren of incbrintp p:m»nts inherit dis- 
eases such as epilepsy, hyateriu, chorea, and idiocy 
or If not actual diseases, nerroua symptoms which 
are abnnrmally rrcpnn»;ive to every form of disturb- 
ing influence and easily disordered. 

That between the ages of twenty and forty-fl^e 
insanity is liatilo to be developed in ilic children of 
inebriates and that insanity of this type is reoovered 
from imperfeclly or not at all. 

And fin illy. ihul hnwevor much people may differ 
as to the expediency of "prohibition," so called, in 
the present state of public sentiment, there should 
be no difference of opinion among thinking men as 
to the right and duty of the state to take strenuous 
measures to prevent the transmission of an inebriate 
iMiedlty to dtOdren. 



la many eases, tiqaM aewi^ to. escape into the 

house. Tn 191 hnust-H the overflow pipe«i of the cis- 
terns wert' led direct into tlio drains or SoU-pipes. 
thus allowiij^ sewer gre^ to (lass up them and eon.- 
taminatc the water in the cisterns, as well as pan 
freely into the houses. In 357 houses, or about 
three-fourth of those examined, the waste pipes from 
sinks and baths were found to be oonneeled dliactly 
with the drains, allowing the sew<-r oth to pan* up 
them, instead of being led outside the house, and 
ma(i(> to discharge over trapped gullies ia the opea 
air, so that aothing.oould pass up them exosplair. 



HonsB SANiTATinx. — In a recent, lecture by Mr. 
Burton, the chief iospccling engineer nf the London 
Sanitary Protection Assochitioa, were given some 

etatlHtics of frightful suggest! vcness to the people of 
American citie-s. We h:ive no reason to believe that 
the satdlary condition of houses in this country is a 
whit belter than that noted as existing in London: 

In the two years dtirini^ wiiicii the a'ij-nciation hT^<^ 
been in exUteuce. he and bisassbstauls hud inspected 
693 booses. In twenty-nine of these they had found 
the drain cntirch* ?tnpped up, no communication at 
all with the sewer, and all the foul mailer sent down 
the sinlcs and soil-pipes being simply depodted under 
the b:i<K;ment of the house. In lOfl houw^s thej- 
found the soil-pipes leaky, allowing sewer gas and. 



Tufi Pbotection of tub Iksank asd tuk Pun- 
VKKTTON or braAxnrr.— Hie Xatlooal Association 

for the Protection of thclnsanc ;ind the Prevention 
of Insanity is out with an aopeal to the medical col- 
leges to create a chair or lectureship on psychiatry. 
It girea the following cogent reasons for auch crea- 
tions: 

Since the incipient stage of mental disease nius-i 
always be passed under the obserratioa of the gen- 
erni prnrtitinnrr bcfnre the prifient be definitely 
committed to the expert as insane, it is extremely 
important that a knowledge of auch d isea se s be 
widely diffused throughofit the profi-ssion. 

Usually the diagnosis of insanity is incorrectly or 
imperfectly stated la medical certiflcates; and a 
ratioQul attempt to treat the case at home is not 
made, berausc the physician shrinks from assuming 
a responsibility for Which he has never been pre- 
pared. 

Medico-legal cases are often complicated and rcn- 
dere«l. obscure by the ignorance of the physicians 
who at« called to te.'ilify in regard to them. 

Many C(ise<« of inqM iiilin;? insanity are allowed to 
progress, when an adequate knowledge of the sub- 
ject might have enabled the family physldaa to 
ward nf? the catastrophe. 

A training in psychiatry would, in our opinion, 
enable the general practitioner to more sucoeMfnlly 
treat tlic mental symptoms exhibited by maaj pa- 
tients not actually insane. 

We believe that the time has come when la thla 
countrj* no course of mcilieinc should be considered 
complete without attendance upon lectures and 
Clinics on mental diseases; and that no student 
should be allowed to graduate without passlof aa 
examination ia psychiatry. 



CosTAOiocs P.VF.fMONiA.— The sad death of Dr. 
! George M. Beard, and that of his wife in a few da}a 
; following, the cau.<ie ia each case l>eing pacumonla 
lirings up again the question of the coiilacioni^nc'S 
of this disease, a questirtu wliicii has been discuaaad 
from time to time. Dr. Coulthaid, of Praderiokloa, 
N. R . reports fr.nnnda T.ancet) t%vt) rasp'* in which 
j the .second is supposed to have contracted the die* 
ease from the flrat. The foHowlag deductioas are 
drawn from a detailed clinical hi^tf rr: 
Here, we have the history of two casos of lung ia* 
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flamnmtion in the same house, pursuing a very 
similar oonrae, and each termtoatiDg f atMlly -the one 
within six dnys of the other. Both ptTitoas were 
rugged and healthy; aad though 73 years of age. 
time did not bear heavily upon. them. There was 
QOthmg in the location or .Hurrounilings to suggest a 
a septic influence Ht work. A uTiiri'ldaughter, 8 
years old. was the only ntlier occupnat iu the house. 
I OMWot oonodve that the sickness and death of the 
hu«!nnd wa>» a more ciiiiicul(<nre. Following flo 
closely upon that of the wife there must have beea 
•onM eoDtagloaa or infeettMU afnnt in the eua. and 
no oth«»r cnlutinn npiwars ctcarff to me than thi-': 
That from the breath or expectoration of the wife, 
M she wai tenderly cared for bj the httsband ntone 
durintr ili'j first thrt-c (l;iy>^ of her illness, some noxious 
priociple gained entrance to his aystem, setting up 
the tritn of qrmptOMM deierlbed. 



CiriiORAT. IItdratb m DiriiTnBRiA. — Dr. S. C. 
Van Antwerp, Vicksburgh. Mich: In a recent num- 
ber of Thb HlDicvb AoB. Jan., 1BS3. a quc-^tion is 
asked in regard to local use of chloral hydrate in 
diphtheria. 

A medical friend told me several months ago his 
cxfwnonr«3 with it, and says: "I have used it for 
several yc4irs and although I do not fiad that it 
ennses tlie neahmiie to dteappear any more rapidly, 
yet i' irivo-^ much and immMiato rrlfpf to the pain- 
ful iMjasatiuuii io the pharynx." lie uses from 15 
grrina to 1 diMhm of the ohlofsl lo the ottooe of 
The natisoptlc qnaUtlea of the drag liaTe 



been recognized for years and theoretically it should 
prove of valae In the manner specified. The Amer* 

ican Journal of .Medical ^ienccs, July, 1875. gives 
an interesting account of its use in the preservation 
of anatomical specimens and its value Is nnquesiiun- 
able. 

a solvent for chloral I should jivrfrinp or 
alcoUui and should expect thus to iacrcaHu its a::U- 
septic qiiallUee. 

One caution to be observed is tli;it the -;olution 
should be made weaker as the membrane becomes 
less dense. In Its applientloo it dons not cause the 
di^rnmfnrt and nvon p^iln which often Stteild tiM 
use of the more astringent drugs. 



CoM^^^xcF,MF.^'T ExrnrisK? — Th(» annual com- 
mencement exerci^ of the Detroit Medical College 
and the Michigan College of Medicine, were held 
naspcctivi ly, (m the 2Sth ult., at the Di trnU Opera 
House, and oa the 5ib inst., at Whitney's Grand 
Opera Honse. As evening entertainments both 
were exceedingly enjoyable events, the mUidc« 
flowers, addresses, and so forth, being all that 
technique, taste and ability could supply. The 
Detroit Medical College conferred its degree of the 
doctorate nn thirteen pradtiat**^, and (lie Michigan 
Ci>llegu of Medicine gave twenty eiglit young men 
entree into the ranks of "the most aneient and 
honorable of the rorntion'' of mf>n." In each in- 
stance HM^cptions followed the exercises, and the 
older men mingled with the younger around the 
festive boards, an 1 w:xq, merry as the proverbial 
marriage bell, no th lugbt of indigestion eyer arising 
to prevent the demolition of the greatest possible 
quii!iiy of the CHtL-ri r's iirnjile provision of the 8Ub- 
stontials and the delicacies of the season. Joyous 
commencement nights 1 

The addresses at the Detroit were delivered by C. 
A- Kent, Essq . and Professor FT. O. Walker, and i 
those ttX the Michigan by llev. Dr. Rcxford and Pro- 
fessor J. B. Book. They were more than usually 
ff'llcitons!, and the u^ual congr itvil itions and nice 
things which are said, were naid in such words as 
vested Ihem with nn dr of frerimess. 



A Nkw BooftOB or IixuMiNATiNG Qas.— It may 
Iw rememhored that * correspondent of one of th« 

predecessors of the Age in referring to electric pads 
and devices, suggested an attachment whereby the 
focal excrements might be disposed in a manner 

which should obviate the loss of time and incon- 
venience attaching to the method instituted by 
nature and generally in vogue. The suggestioa 
was, it would seem from a recent invi iuion, not ae 
wild as It wa.<» at the time supposed li> 1k\ The in 
ventioo referral, is by an iogeuioui Gertnau. Ac- 
oordittir lo it the excrement Is placed In a retort 
where it is not only dried, but dernmpfwii by boat, 
the chief products being a light-yielding gas. car- 
bonic acid, tar, oil and ammonia. The tar and <dl 
are ';rpar;ite<l as in ordinary works, the gases 
washed by passing through water, the carbonic acid 
Hxed and the gas pnrtded for use. There remains in 
the reti)rt llu' M-h eoiisriinents with a portion of tlio 
carbon, which the inventor calls coke. We are In- 
formed that there Is a hotel in Brestan. Qermany. 
which is already lighted by gas from this souioe. 
Verily there is nothing which need be wasted. 



Markiaob amp TnB MiCRoscoPB.— The extremes 
to which microscope cranks are itabte to go reeetva 

an apt illu<itrntton in the following, quoted ftom 
Ueiizmano's Microscopical Morphology: 
Marriages should bs allowed, in doubtful ease^ 

only upon the pr^rtnit ()f a reliable inlcroscoplst. 
Last season a young physician asked mo whether I 
believed in the marriage among kindred. He fell 
in iove with his cousin and so did his cousin with 
him. I examined his blood and told him that he 
was'a "nervous" man. passing sleepless nights, and 
had a moderately good constitution. The condlHoa 
being suspected In tlie kindred Itwly, marria^xe was 
not desirable for fear that the offsprmg mijiUl de- 
generate. Bo great was his faith in my a.H.serti(>ns 
that he gave up the idea of marryini; hi'^ cousin, nf- 
feriDg her the last chance, namely, the e.\atninatioa 
of her blood. Tbe iMaiitlful girl came to my labo- 
ratory and, very much to my snrpri?!f , T found upon 
examinaUon of ber blood a (irst-clasa constitution. 
Tha oexl day I totd tbe fentieman, "Tou had botler 
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TuRPKNTLNE IN Dii'HTnEHiA — A German apotbe* 
canr. R. NOmcii, of go(A reputation amon^ tbnsd 

who know him. n-ports that to the case of h)> «>wtj 
sevcu year old daughter a teaspoonfid uight and 
momitit? of ok'um tcrebinthina' piirificatum. effected 
a. cure of diphiherla. Oihtrs who !iave observed 
thi; action of the (ini;; rc^jort th;it its cfTirt'i arc won- 
derful, n briglit mlncHS lic;:iniiiiP4 to spread frotn 
till' iiiiirgin of ttiu oMuhitioii within half an hour 
after its adiuinistrulion and. liecoinin;: t'cni-mlfy dtf 
fused takeii the place of ihc fal:se iiuiubrime in 
twratjr foiir hoiire. Altbougli its effects are most 
niarkn! early in the (!i><'ase it taid to be also valu- 
able, although octiDg kns quickly, after several dtiyii 
have elapacd. It may be inix«rl with tepid milk. 
The dose for an adult is a t iblespoonful. The 
remedy is certainly a simple one aod tried early in 
the diaease Ita employment need not prevent other 
treatment if it fail 

A Choi,aO«x>i:k Fohmci.a. — Dr. Uluekwood pub- 
lishes in the Medical Times, Pbilapelphiu, the fol- 
lowing formula, which he haa found very serviceable 

in tnaiij' a stubborn ca-sc of dyspepsia that bad run 
Ihc gauntlet unavailiogly of all sorts of pcptonoids. 
It is nlao, he sajji, an arlmlrable cho1asrn<;ue on ^n- 
eral principles!. It is { < tluiuiy eorni tly Inwcd on tlie 
physiological action of its b^^c an<l iuijuvants &.* de 
monatrated by the oxperimentii of Uulherfurd. 

' H Cinrbonidiif Hulphutiv: 

Euonytnin 

T^cpfandrin 

Iridin. 

Ju<rlundin iSSW 

T'odopliylliD 

t<xt. belludooDO! 

£xt. oucis Tomic«. . . .'. 

Ext. hyoecyumi . ii&i^r.x. 

M. ft. mn»&. etdiv. in pU. no. Ix. .Sig. One or 

two ut bed time. 



Wanted, A Cathaiitic kob 1ska>T8.— Dr. J. A. 
Postlewait, of Tarkio. Mo., writes that dnrfng the 

pa-st winter he ha< hnd a lumpier of ca^es of consti- 
pwiion occurring in infants in which the results of 
his treatment have not been satisfactory. Re em- 
pli»ycd castor oil and injections ivl lilntam, and trietl 
also caacara sagrada, tluid extract and cordial., lie 
would be pleased to hear from the readers of the 
AdB of some plan of treatment which )8 successful. 

(Certainly con.Mtipation in the infant 1^ somt'times 
very troublesome and rebeliloua to ircaliueut. We 
have found m our cx|)erierioe that pepsin by (adili- 
talio^ (liL'csiirin is u.sually the most v!»lnnl>le agent. 
To a child a year ol I give from three to live grains 
of the saccharated pepsin in solution with two 
drops of dilute nllro muriatic arid, three times a 
day. As a direct laxative, give rhubarb and bicar- 
bonate of foda. 

Adjt farther saggeatiODs? 



Thk Dakoers ok FiiNSKAL Ice Boxes. — The 
Banitarlaa: Funeral ioe boxes and their dmiirerous 
use havo very properly attracted the attention of 
Bomc health aulhnrilics, and we are glad to learn 
that a petition to the National Board of Health is 
in circulation for the exf rciae of its lollaonoe for 
their prohibition. Whili- the ostensible purpose of 
the ice box h to pn vt nt tlie .<iprcad of c(mtagioD 
from the bodies ot per^ionji who have died of oon- 
tn^'io i* disf usi's, the wond of wbich they are made 
becomes infected by use. and ihey thus liecoiuc the 
me&na of spreading the di^w4 which ihey arc 
mt-'itit to prevent. There c io b * tio qu'?slion as to 
the far greater safely nf air tight metallic cu!»keii>. 
or where these are not nsoil. in the more commoo 
use of W( !I kini\v;i ,iiitise[)lir-t and di-infcclin^ 
tluidi), which should wholly displace the dangerous 
Ice iioxes at lanerals. 



The Index Memk i s* — The pi>l>!i-!ii r of Ibis in 
valuable perioWical in out witii a circular ftpp«» i!i!i}r 
to the profcsaiou for iocrco^'d supi)ort and liifiliij>t 
at the atteroative of suspending Its pablication 
The suspension woulil not only be a serious- 
loss 111 the medical profession, but it would also 
be a serious relIe«-lion on it Wo trust tlic ap- 
peal will meet with a siifticient response to ob- 
viate this necessity. For two years the Index wm 
published at such a loss m must have crimpeliod its 
sn^pcn'iinn at the end of tli it '.itrn' Um] not a trrimber 
of generous physicians, who were fully alive to the 
importance of the journal, pledged themselves to 
iM:iki' Up by coutrtbulion anv (i^'tlcil. These ;:entle 
men have fulfilled tht.'ir guarantee for three year*, 
but the journal is not yet on a paying footins and It 
would be too much to expect them to keep up their 
contributions iodclinltely. The publisher now ap* 
peals to medical societies, and est Imatea that ff each 
meilica! society of the country subscribed for a copy 
the journal cuuld be published without loss. We 
sincerely hope the societies will respond, as It would 
be an irreparable loss to have this puLilication ans^ 
pendcd, Sulisrripiior, price. $6.00. Addreaa P. 
Leypoidt, la Park liow, >iew York City. 



rM OMKT. IN IjAHOF T>n!JKR IN DiniTiiBni A. — Dr. 
P. P. Shorts, of Ludiagtuu, Michigan, oontriiiutea 
to the Therapeutic Gazette a report of four casev ot 
dipbUieritt, of the true glandtiltir v.iricty. in whith 
death was upparcotly averted by the exhibition of 
large doses of calome), after the manner recommend, 
cil l y Dr. Reiier, Tlx., tea grains every hour to » 
child four years of age. until the tongue and skin 
become moist, even until half on ounce has been 
exhibited. His experience corroborates that «r l)r 
R. in sr-i fur as thedofw^s cnused no untoward cathiir- 
sis or eme.sis. This report will have the effect ct 
creating a snfflcient oonfMeaee In (h< s<^> large dears 
of cabinic! so frequently repented, to lead to it.s- trial 
by those who, while ootiog the uselessness of the 
rencdies uaually given, have not baeft able to rani. 
moo the courage ocoeaawy to retort to It. • Dr. 8^ 
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observed that afier about twelve hours the memhniDC 
took on A creamy conitatence and no longer organ- 
ised into ibe toiigli patch. 



PorconN IS V'omitino ok Pheonancy.— Dr. 
WuIIacc, of Camhrulgc. N. Y.. reports (Medical ond 
Siirgicn! Rfpnrtn'i ;) ni'ce in which v iniifin;^ in a 
jifcgnant wamii.i contitmed in tipitv of thuexhibilion 
of the whole list of anti emetics In such cases pre 
x rilKd, uvea to caulfrizjftinn if ihe os and dilala- 
tiou of the cervix, aud which wuii rtlieved by Cbling 
freelj of pop com. lie mainiAins that (he corn 
slifHild be popped in a wire poppe r :i:u! not in a 
spitler with grease as is sonictiuit-s done. Nu at- 
t«iDpt la made at explanation and the doctor con- 
t< ut<i himself with a plain statement of (he naked 
fact. 

TnUPKSTINK (JaUOI.K in Bl.KKIUNfl ToNSlLS. — . 

One of the dangers of cxeii-ion of the tonsils is 
luemoiThage, not from wounding of the jugular or 

r arolid (:»( ri<!cn!s wliieli can only rtsuU froni cnro- 
Ivsiucss or stupidily), but from the parenchyma of 
the tonsil, the ▼essels of which are enlarged through < 
\\\v prnlr>nged cotigeslion which is the cnu-c of !!ifs 
hypertrophy. We recall a case in which such 
htemorrbiRgo was sufficiently severe, in ' spite of 
.-trin2i i>t uppliciilion^ and cold, (u (Kcision cnnsiil- 
embie apprehcoaion. £ricbseo rccommeuds a gar- 
ble of turpentine in such cases, and Prof. Ashhurst 
ndds his teslimonj' in support of tlie recouiinenda- 
tioo, in a clinical leciura reported in the Medical ! 
Bttfledn. 

— * - — 

looojroRM AS A Vkrmifijok.— Dr. Schildowsky 
(Si. Petersburgh Med. Woch.) has found that iodo 
fxrni is deslriictive of round worms in the intestines, 
lie lias employed it succes-sfully in three cases, and 
w ith results which wiirrant him in asking for it a 
ftiriher trial. The adult do«e as given by him is one 
t'T iin with ten of bicarbonate of sodium; for a cliild 
Itiu tiosc muHi be reduced in iiccordaoce with the 
usual mle 

Lkocokrhuca im tub Pueqnant Woman — ▲ 
subscriber aug gest s as a suhjeet for dlscnsasion in 

the columns nf the AoB the ' T iu^ch nnd Treatment 
of Ijcucorrhocain tlie Fregnaut Woman. " We second 
the suggestion and alionld be pleased to reeei«« eon- 
tt ibdiions on t!jo subject. The affection is a trou- 
blesome oue, and the general impression is that it 
is not safe to check the discharge, the danger of 
abortion or misc trriage being likely to follow. Is 
there such dan-rert Who has an/ facts bearing on 
this question? 



ORSirf*, Tai.knt AVT> iNnrsi uv. -In the course 
of a very interesting address published in the 
Weekly Drug Kews, Ftebruary lOth, Mr. Richard 
W. Giles gives the fr.Itowin^ :i<irriirHh!c ilcRnitinn nf 
genius, talent and industry: "Genius is a living 
organism, loftiiKA wHk itaown life, fwrformiug its 
•ppofated faadiona «poo(aneotiBly. as of neoemtty. 
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Talent is ao elaborate engine, skillfully devised to 
move many wheels and to perform divert works 
but wanting the motive power. Industry Is the 
motive power." 

The following story ot JSir .lames Pa?et is poinv 
the round of the ncwfeptti>crs. The well known sur- 
gcoH h.ns a cooniry house in Kent. A few days 
ago, ns he wa« out walking, he witnessed a serious 
accident. Two men wore drlvinc in a carl, when 
one of them' fell out, and. the wiiecl pussius: over 
li!m, broke his leg. Bir James, v^iih a kinilnes>i 
wh;r!T t)"]on:r-; fn !iis prr/t -^i<)M, hud the m:»n lifle<l 
into the cart, and prnceL-ded to do whul wus required 
(o be done. In the meantime the poor auff«^rcr*s 
companion hurried off lo the l'" nl medico, whom he 
addressed in this fashion: "rieaic.&ir.Bill has been 
and failed out of the cart and got his leg broke; 
there's an ()ld cove a-puliing of him about, but I can 
sec he ain't up to much. SO 1 want's you to come at 
once, sir. 'cos Biirs wery had.** The doctor hastened 
to the scone, and disc^>vered at once, to his surprise 
that the "old cove" wa^ Sir .l.4me:< Paget, who in the 
interim had impravised some splints and bound up 
the 1^ with a copy of the Times newspaper. 

Now that the Kinffslon faculty has come dowi. 
off its high horse and to treated with il» students 
that the latter have gone hack to their places, it dis 
lights itself In accu-«in«^ other schools of a desire lo 
lake .nlviintHse of it in its dny f>f tribulation, and 
complimeuls are tJying thick and fast in our Cnnu- 
dian coutemporarUs. We regret to stft- that some 
of oui Amcri( III cxchiiiiL'c-* have scon fit to meddle 
in the quairel, and m very intemperate language. 
It is a home flght, and if outsiders must take a hand 
in, jtisstice demands th;jt tliev «!miiM first httvc 
acquainted themscivcs of the true inwmdnesa of lh<* 
cwte. This, one, at least of our esteemed coittempo^ 
raries. does not apiH-ar to have done 

The P(nri;i Midi, al Monthly: The Mkdicai. .Xob 
has ao editorial in h late i»sue ou the medical adver- 
tising agent. It puts some sober truths in a whole- 
some manner, and suggests the subject n<? ntnpirfoi 
the consideration of the Medical Journal Associatiot^ 
at its neat meeting. We have not been heset Iqr 
mmy of these pentry. or \\'\<\ any irmitilc with them. 
The reason has been that we have refused lo have 
anything to do witfi them, unless they aeoede to our 
terras. We lidiove in doinq bu>iin ss dinrtly with 
the advcrliscra, and lose no opportunity of couvioc- 
log them that they get better tntes by dealing direct- 
ly with u8. We hope the subject will be fully dia- 
cussed and settled by our contemporaries 

The following anecdote of Ahernethy is being 
told: Being actively engaged In inserting a cervical 

peton in a "nnhlc patient" who had requested that 
this be done, the patient exclaimed: "Sir, you give 
me excessive torture; will your aeton do good?'' 
"No, sir," faid Abernethy. "Then why do you in- 
sert itf screamed the victim. "Because yon told 
me to do an, and I will get Ave pounda for my 
work." 
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AyoungM. D. who had worshiped from afar, 
WM suddcDly callctl one day to see bis enslaver pro- 
fessionally. Happily, (for her) lu- foiind nothing 
serioiw to be the matter, uiul m the liouenty of his 
greit heart told her ao. '*But." Mias D. "you lack 
the one thing necessary." "Pray, whfit i>i tliaf?" 
"Vou should be married," blurted out tho swain. 
"Mantedl Wby, doctor, who wonid have mef" 
Throwing himself violoiitly on his patella:. "I will . 
Oh, be mine. " "Well, doctor," she murmured like 
adjriagsepbyr, "if tluit is the fettrul •ItemaUTe 
pleMB depiirt and l«l me di« Id peiwa.*' 

The Mcdifid and Surgical TVportcr says that the 
difference between a drug^t and a farm laborer is 
that one is a phanoadst whHe tbe other Is a fann- 
assist. If such puns are to be allowed we would 
submit to our contemporary that there is a combina- 
tion of letters in the compound word which is re- 
markably suggestive of somethtoig tanny, iKit which 
we have not time to elaborate. 

The reception given on the evening of Uie 2d uU. 
bj Dr. J. O. Shoemaker, of the Medical Bulletin, 
in honor of Drs. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, F^, 
nnd Ak-xander .T. Stone, of St. Paul, Minn., presi- 
dent and lirst vice-president, respectively, of the 
American Medical Assoeiatioo, is reported to have 
been a very elt'^'ant afTair. Among tliose present 
were many of the leadcr:( in the profession, not only 
of Philadelphia, bat also of New Yotk and other 
cities. 

Thr- next sanitary convention tinder the juispices 
of the Miehigan State Board of Health will be held 
at Reed Olty, on the 26th and 97lh proximo. Dr. E. 
S. Picbardsoii is the secretary of the local committee. 
Arrangements have been made for a good supply of 
papers on subjects of interest in connection with 
tonitation. These conventions are very efflcacious 
in directing public attention to questions of hygiene. 
Forties desiring to attend the coming meeting may 
secure reduced railroad Care through the local secre- 
tary. 

A prince of science having been called to see a 
sick child, prescribed for it, and on his Ti«it tbe 
following day is surprised to find the family in tears. 
' My poor child!", sobs the mother '"1 never thought 
he would have died of croup. " ' 'Of croup," echoes 
the doctor, "do yon mean to say the child had 
croup? Why didn't jott tell met" 

Dr. W. F. Breakey, of Ann Arbor, It member for 

Mi( Iii;;an of the committee on necrology of tiie 
American Medical Association. He desires that 
msmbers of the profession in thb state, report to him 
any deaths of physicians occurring In thdr neighbor- 
hoods daring the past year. 

Thf next number of the North American Review 
will contain an article by a prominent Canadian, 
givlnf the reasons for the growing feeling In the 
Dominion In fsTor of anneintioii to the United 
States. 



Tiie interest of the Bn>ant cholera prize has, w« 
are informed, been awarded for the past ten years, 
by ilie Purls Academy of Scinoei^ to IL Coiio for a 
book on epidemics. 

A western student after hearing Dr. Morrell 
Uackensie's recent lectun at Betleme, temnrked 
that "thrtt feller talks our laiigiuige very wdl for a 

foreifrner." 

There are 10.500 insane locked up in aiiylumd ia 
the 8iaie of Hew York, and the nomber at bwjge 
must be Teiy much latger, if we iiiclud« lbs 

cranks. 

There are nine general and seven special medics! 
journals publish^ In Xew Toric city. Fouraic 
weeklies, seven quarterlies, four monthllee niid one 
bi-monthly. 



A TuF.ATisr. (i.w THE Sciknck and rK^ACTlOB OF MKnKT'H, 

or the i*«tholo^y an ) ThirapAutica of latemai Di acMmo *. 
By AloDso B. Palmer, M. D . LL. D.. ProfeMSor of Pathoio- 
Kjr and Practice of Medicine and OUoicaU Madteinie in Ot 
Uoiveraity of MldiigM. etc. Volume IL 

Hmr York: O. P. PittoaM% Boas. 

fistmit: Joho Ha^krisiM. 

We noticed the appearance of tbe first volume of 

\\w work in the .Michigan Medical Vc""-» in wliich 
notice we indica'ed in general terms our opinion of 
it as a whole. Tbe second volume f undsbea us with 
no ren.'^on why we shonld cliauge the opinion then 
expressed. It is devoted to Diseases of the liespira- 
tory System, Diseases of the Circulatory Byslea. 
Diseases of IIh- Urinary Apparatus. Diseases of the 
Brain and Nervous By stem and Parasites. The 
volume reveals great Industry expended, however, 
rather in consulting the worka and incorporating 
the obscrvatinns of others, than in original research. 
Tlie author j^ives u.<! to understand that he is not a 
pathologist in any other 8ense than that he bas 
famillari/.ed him.self with the work of others as tin t 
have contributed them to science, work which lie 
evidently n^uds ae eomraoa property.' inaamach as 
he, in spite of his declaration that it in not his own, 
fails to accredit with the fidelity which character- 
ises the Oerman compilerB. for Instance. ProhaUy 
the fact tliat (lie symmetry of the work would have 
been marred by voluminous foot notes accounts for 
the lack of ciedita. It does not appear either that 
he has done much original work in connection with 
any of the other divisions of medicine, as, for iD> 
stance, etiology, symptomatology, eta, or if be has. 
he has been romarkably fortunate in Us results, as 
they coincide very closely with thoee as noted 
other authors. 

It is in therapeutics that Dr. Palmer claims to be 
oriijinil, the miK>/» <r/<r# of the work beinc Id Ii ed 
the alleged fact that the works on practice wiULea 
by Bonpean authors, and authme of our caslem 
cities. New York and Philadelphia, are not properly 
adapted to western practice. The question suggests 
Itadf right hero, if a book written In New York la 
not a prupf r guide X/t practitioners of Michi- 
gan, is a \>oo)t written In Ann Arbor a 
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proper guide to practice further west? A 
canfol emnrinfttion of the work fails u» rev««l my 

BUch dif?' rrnrr in the nii'thoils in which fli.seast'^s arc 
tmted bj Dr. Palmer and b/ otbcr authors, as 
would jnstify the BtatemeDt that there exbta any 
great difTt reDCC in the therapeutic necessities of the 
same afrcctious as tbey occur under Ihe different de- 
gree* of longitude In this country. 

The most lenient eye could not fail to note the 
singular cooglonuiration of liad English and worse 
Latin -which frequently characterizes the prescrip- 
tions. It wouM Ijave l>ecn better had the author, 
even though ho he an LL. O., stuck to the vernacular 
throughout. Our A. M.'s and LL. D.'s are apt to 
get Tvrj rusty in their case endings. 

Viewed as a whole Pjilraer's Practice may be pro- 
nounced a good voTk tot the general practitioner, 
even though it does not fully meet the expectations i 
wliicli the annnnnrcniciit with whicli it w;is homlded. 
or the author's preface, justified. Book- making lo 
IM a mieeess recjuires a vaiiety of qualiflcationa on 
the part of the author. 3IoHt authors Int k s mw of 
tiiese and it it no disparagement of J>r. Palmer to 
■ay tliat he to aleo deficient in some of them. His 
fault ha* evidently Iain in not recognizing wherein 
be U weak, so that be might secure the necessary 
justifliiblc assistance at such points. No man is ex 
pe<;H'(i. iu tliesc day8, to be un Admirable Crichton 
and he is weak who ai^ume.s thut this h expected of 
ibim. In spite of its defects, which arc of such a 
nature as not to really injure the work, it la tuch a 
treatise as we ^liniild not hesitate to recommend. 
UogardlcM oi their Hources the statements are such 
as the author's long years of observation must have 
.l^ven him the opporluoity of verify iog. 

A Dionomaav or Vibicuiii. indoilhiit Qeneral Patboloicr. 
CtoMtwI Tlienip«utiai, Hyf^f me, and the Pl waw l^oUar 

t h^Vci-n»?n uiul Ctiililivn By various writers. Kdited by 
i.'i n:ir1 (^iiiiirj M, D , F U S . tVllow and IMe Senior 
< 'f!!^. .r ' r p. nul 1 ' '1 /•• • f PhyKicluur*; Mt-nibtT of the 
Setmlt? ijf ly'mv t'l-Hiiy >»I I.fmiloii : Mr-mbt-r of the tJen- 
oral Council of M<'dli."ttl Kilii«-ntion am! Ki-K'strnt'on ; Con- 
.suiting Fliyxi. iaii to tlit* llospiul for C'uiuumpllou aaJ 
DtiU-oRi-sof th<< <-'hesi Jit Kr/imptoo, «|iC. 
N..wY'>r'. n .Si-i'I ■!oii & Co. 

This is a work of l,bl6 octavo pages." Its scope 
H indicated In the title as reproduced above. The 
H ibj(< t-i .iro arrHiisred itljOisihtfticiilly. ii.<; in a diclion- 
ary. and thus the ueeessity of au index is ubviateU. t 
It Is so complete in its contenls that we have not | 
jailed to disf dv r in ii aoy siihjett Uoli)ii;:iMi; under ^ 
the general divisions of mediciae uoted. The size 

- of the work and the arrangement and size of the | 
tvpe employed (ilouMc inlumu. brevier), moreovi-j. i 
permit of a vcty full consideration of each subji L t. ^ 
It will thus be seen that the book is pnictlcally a | 
medical library on the mo^i varied : ubjccts, com- i 
prf<i.s<'d into one largo volume. To give a conception j 
of the fullnt'Si with which subj -ct^ are discussed, | 

' take, for instance, .seuriel fever, to whieh seven 
fifvL"'" arc devoted: physii'ai cxatninaiion, treated in 

* [oiirtei u pagcH; diseases of the pancreas, six pages; 

''expecloraiioa. one page; puist!. three and a half 

"pages; rheumatism, twenty pages; and tongue. 



seven pages. The contributors coiuprise the leading 
names among contemporary EngUsh |UmI oontlnentat 

aulhnritici*. for instanct', Ailken, Barnes, Bas- 
ti&n, BiQ2, Bristowe, ttrown Sequard, Carter, Cob- 
bold. Duncan. Farquharson, Holmes, Uutehinsoa, 
JenniT, Murchison, l'ai;.-i, Pavy, Playfait, Boberls, 
Thompson, Tukc, Wilson, etc. 

The work has occupied several years in its prepa- 
ration, and the latest advances have either been in* 
corporated up to the time of going to press, or 
embodied in the appendix. It contains 188 illustra* 
tions. A full review of a WOik of ita dimeosiODS 
would be impracticable in our space, but enough, 
we think, has b-en given to convey to the reader 
a conception of its nature and quality. It is un- 
(|ue$itiiiiia)ily ()n>' of the mo.<tt valuable bookS giveS 
from the pie^i. fur very many years. 

Os Slioht .Vilmknts: Their NRtiiro ani) Tr. iitin»»nt. By 
Li<.i).-l S t:. il.-, M It.. V. Ii S.. FHtow of til.- l>.,Y!\l Col' 
lego of Pliyaldaos: ProfeiMor of Priaciple<> uod Practice 
of MMlldne In Kinit^s College. Lotidoo, etc; dseond 
CMliUon. 

Philadelphia: P. BhJttston, Son Ado. 

IVlr..U: .Tohn Wiltynimfr 

This little book of 375 puges is supplementary to 
moat of the systematic works extant on Practice. 

It deals wiili ailments which arc nut siifliciently 
well defined to warrant classilication in accepted 
nosological lists, but which are, oeverlheleas, suA. 

ciently troublesome to cau<e discotnfort bordering 
frequently even on disease, as nausea, thirst, hunger, 
indigestion, constipation, biriou<<ne>'.><. feverisbness, 
slight inflammation, etc. A chapter on the tongue, 
the guide furnished by it in di!sea.se, is alonr- worth 
the price of the book, the Imponant subject Uciiig 
much more fully treated than in any te.\t lM)ok on 
Practice with which we nrc fruniliar. Dr. Bcn]<' is 
a polished writer and a minute ol^crver, qualities 
well displayed in the little book -before us. 

rCHalc ot St. Mar>'S. ICospiUi. 

Ihiusnnl Situation of a Scirrhons Pylorn!». 

BV THOMAS N. UEVNOI.D.S, M 1> . PHOKF.ssOtt OF 
UATBtUA HXUIiCA JLSD TUbUAPKLTlC'S, AND 
OP CMKICAL HBDICINK. PKTROIT 

MKiHPAi cof.i.Kcir;. 

Ukntlbmkk— I have been at a great deal of pains, 
and some trouble, to keep track of a case uf difficult 

diaijno.xis tliat appeare<l fre<juently at this clinic, 
one year ago. The seniors and juniors now, who 
were here as freshmen and juniors then, will re- 
member a spare but liardy lookm;; wuman. a t. 37. 
with u very obscure tumor, about the si/te of a 
lar^e nrau^re, at the U t l of !hc uuibihi u.h. Well, 
her history is over now, and I have ' obtained 
through the courlesy of Dr. liunnet;. of the Wayne 
County ^\jiylum. where ahv died, the result of the 
post mortem. This is his letter : 

OmcB OF THE Wavm. < ■t !«TY Amrun, i 

W.vvNe. Mich.. IVf 15. IH8i. J 

Uatr Doet'ir TJr^ ' < '/>. • 
Yours received, iiq; your pardon for not aend- 
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ing you the |)firt]cu1u« of Mm. Nelson's ca.sc long 
4ffo. Post mortem cxnmi tuition showed she had 
♦mnoerof the pyloric, iuvolvinj? the whole of the 
-i.vr- fourth of the stomach. The t^loiivich was 
imii h ( nl ir<!:. i! umi (Iragu't'd tlown, and the pyloric 
|>orii 1-1 li;ul iiflhore<l to the abrlomtnal waits, to the 
left of the umbilicus, forming the little tumor felt 
on palpation in that r«jB:foQ. For mrne time i>re 
vlouK to her dciith <.hf vomii. ,! most everything 
taken into the stum k h, aiui m limes it had the cof- 
fee i[;roiHtil- iiiipi- itaii. e; her jmin 8tea<iily mcreawd. 
and she had the piuruliiir eaeliexiu so characteristic 
to cases of «eirrhus of the stomach. 

I iiope you will find time to visit the County 
Uoaseand Asyhitn at no dietaul day. Shall be 
pleased to see you wlieaover it is coavenient for you 
to come. 

Very «]aoerely yours. 

E. o. nEimsrr. 

' dha died in June, four moutba after wa^ at 
the clinic last, nnd two months after going into the 
Wayne County Hospital. We will rocall briefly 

her hifltory while here- 
in AugUil. 1881, she preseole^l herself for what 
she and ber friends (bought an ovarian or uterine 

tumor. She was sfimewhtit emaciated, with slight 
loss of appetite, and occasional severe paroxysms of 
pain in the tumor. The pain, as nearly as we can 
learn, w, IS :ilu;iys tiecompAnied, and probably pro- 
duced, by extreme gaseous gastric distension, and 
wn« perfectly relieved when ga* was all eructated, or 
passed downward Into the bowels. Sometimes, 
after being in great agony, the gas would hurst sud 
denly downward from the s'nmjicli with u gaat 
rombling noise, giving immediulc and perfect relief. 
There was vomitiug oicusionrd'y, hul only of food, 
or white glairy mucu*. Xo h!cmalemesi« symptoms 
had begtin the spring previous. She bad bad a 
stall on the market for ycar«, and hnd drunk a 
good doai of spirits. The right border of the 
tumor was found an inch to tbe left of 
«im^ilini«. the lower border on a line one it.ch 
lielo.v, and exieadiug uearly to the oulerior superior 
spinous process of the ilium. It was slightly I 
movable, and while movenieni or pressure lowanl I 
Uie right side, cautied very little puiu, movement of 
U toward the left, or upward, hurt her veiy much. 
U was also somewhat nodular, solid, and dull on 
percussion. At every examination, there was what 
seemed to be gastric or colonic tympanitic resonance 
\i\ nil the abdominal region above it; a f-paee of thi.s 
resonance, four inches wide, lx;ing betwti-n it and 
the ittual seat of such tumors of tlie i>ylorus. With 
these physical features, in a woman only 87. with- 
out cancerous cnchcxiu, and with no gastric 
symptoms but those common in ordinary chronic 
gastritis, It never seemed possible to decide the 
fum.)r, whatever its puthol-uy. to be one either of 
lue pyl(»rus or any uilici purl «.f Uie stomach. The 
other po«-.sibiUiies were at each esambiation care- 
fully considered. The uterus u ,hs very movable, 
uoroial in size and i)osili< u, and the point of the 
sound carried into the fundus, was plainly felt 
through the thin abdominal wall juite below ihj 
lumor, and not disturbing -it when moved in any 



direction. Pho median position of tbe uterus, and 
evident absence on bi manual jialpatlon.of any tumor 
in the pelvic or inguina! reL'ious, excluded ac 
ovarian origin. Movable kidney and enhugcd 
spleen were considered, but these ot^ns were found 
normftl in size mid i. ^iiion. It was enlir. ly sjr 
rounded by tympanitic resonance, no bridge of dull 
ness connecting it with any solid viscus. Tht 
ronlnur was too abrupt and the tumor too well de- 
flned for peritoneal abscess, and there was no r^ij 
ness. fluctuation or pitting on pressure. The bowels 
had frequently been freely evacuated, and fsseal ac- 
cumulation was excluder! P incf r of pancrcn^; «-ts 
excluded from its superticiul feel, and low seat iu 
the abdominal cavity. Aortic aMnrlsm was e»- 
clude<i because tliere was no bniit heard. «nd uiy 
thrill or impulse fell, and the tumor moved slightly 
with respiration. It seemed dearly to arise from 
straight t)« hind ii and we finally decided it to he 
cither cancer of me»«ntric glands or great 
omentum, wblcb at times caused obstruction 
by compre^ision nf lower part of duodenum, or 
scirrhus or fibroid of pylorus, causing varying dt 
greoa of stenosis at tbe valve. It has now proved to 
have l)©en the latter; and the firm intlammatorv ad 
besions to the peritoneum over it, found at theV>si 
mortem, explain the pain and resistance, on attempt 
ing to return it to its normal position in the rfgbt 
side of tbe epigastrium. Up i,. the time she fr". 
here, there was no hH-maieme-'is of either fresh or 
decomposed blood, and so obecum did It remain to 
every one who saw it, that some proposl^«^ an r-x 
ploratory incision. Of courn-. when coffee-ground 
hiematemeris later occurred, cancer of pylorus be- 
came almost piwifivf>. notwithstanding ita dialoca 
tlon, and the woman s being a little under gastric 
cancer age. Her treatment was, as it nearly always 
may be in gastric cancer, the same as for chronic 
gastritis, or clironic gastric ulcer. Ii consisted in 
regulation of the diet, and nitemaiing prescriptions 
to he taken before eating, containing in each <ine 
minim do.ses of acid hydrochlor. in bitter infusion 
one minim doses of acid carbol. Itquidum in water, 
and ten grain doses of bismuth, subnitras. Steno- 
sis symptoms were prominent in thi* c*ise, and Uh-[ 
tea in hot water wa« more generally tolerable uod 
supportive to her than milk, with or without liquor 
c-tlcis, or any other form of diet. Snlld fo.,,', ,,f any 
kind nearly always decomposed aud produced the 
painful gaseous distention that seemed to be ber 
special dread. She liked hoi wliNky occasionally, 
and it seemed to ngree with her. She was probably 
nourished very largely by direct OSmosis to the g:« 
trie rootlets of the portal vein. 



4)>«Bgltonle DiM«ae«< 

IJT E. HAISEY WOOD, M. O., OBRWy. MlCtt. 

This class of diseases is not ffhat 1 am aware of) 
recognized in any work on medicine. Diaeasea are 
classed according to tbeir location In tbe dIffCMBt 
tissues and organs of the body, but aa yet no nodl- 
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ciil writer h&s claauflod the diseases of iho gaaglia; 
diidly. |wr1i»pi. for the reason that it is jutt befla- 

niog to dawn upon the medical raind that those por- 
tions of the nervous system arc the primary scat of 
disMHu Acoording to tbls Tlew. then, a sMigUosic 
disease i» one io wliidi the pnmnl le-^tnn is n disonkr 
of Uio ganglia— and to this dcAnition may be added 
the qualifying phrase— and In which the eiieeeedlog 
phenomena foilo v each Other in Mcoirdence with 
the gaogliouic theory. 

One dissase has been accepted as belonging to this 
cUus, and there is the highest nuihority for the state 
mpnt. In his "Address on Medicine." boforo the 
A.ti)«:ficAU Medical Associalion, on .lune 7. 1S83. 
Dr. Oclerlooy said: "The original investigations 
published during the last year, by Prof. Da Cnsta 
trace tlie morbid processes of liright's disease to the 
deep reoessse of the nervous systeiQ and establish 
beyond much doubt that the rciia? lesions are in- 
duced by structurai dtanges in the great abdominal 
(renal?) ganglia of the sympathetic." 

These investi£;iitjons hy Prof. D:i Oosta consisted 
in the post mortem eJtaminatioD of the bodies of a 
number of patients who had snffered from Mght's 
disease. In every instance the renal ganglia were 
found to have undergone structural change. Bright's 
disease of the kidney is, then, scientifically spcalc- 
illg; a ganglionic disonsc. Prof. Da Costa's results 
prove it. The highest medical Htithority in the land 
accepts it as a fact and notes il u rcoitirkable dis 
•overy. The renal lesions arc brought about by the 
ganglinnir le«inn.. T .ifflrm that that is esf:il)Ii^hed 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. Furthermore, the 
ganglionic thcorjF finds strong support and conflrma- 
tion in Ihe phfnnm''na of this disease. The primal 
lesioQ is a disorder of the renal ganglia (ganglia<(- 
thenia), which is followed by passive congestion of 
the kidney. As t^ie cli-i fHc advances rhancVs t^ike 
pUce io the structure of the ganglia, which are the 
resultant effect of the precedent disorder. The 
character of the blood becomes altered in accord- 
ance with the kind of u-necedent congestion. The 
throe conditions, gaaglinsthcuia, renal congestion 
and albumeniomin. I olio w each other in natural 
sequence and pathogenetic order. 

The disease can no longer^ !>e called albumi>nurin 
with any appropriateness for tlml iHoa ly :i >ym;iti.m. 
not alone of this but of many fliseases. Ilightly in 
tcrpreted allmmeuuria meau^^ itlbtunL-na-niiu which 
signifies congestion of the kidney and this naturally 
todicates disordi r nr disfusc of Iho iciiri' t^anglia. 

TUo definition must then be mr)Uilied thus: a 
ganglionic disease b one la which tiie primaty 
lesion 5s a disorder of the ganglia which if not cor- 
rected will terminate io structural changes of the 
l^nglionlc tisane. 

Xow there are other disea-^es in which the ganglia 
have t)eeq found to have undergone changes. In 
typhus the abdominal gaoglia have been obaerred 
•'iu a withered hfnte of a shrunk and leather like 
HMighosas, while their color \\m altogether disap- 
paarad or haa altered to a rujity brown, ycast-ydlow, 
fa WB or slata^inir color." 



But we are debarred by the present doctrine from 
tradog the morbid proeeaa of typhns to the 'Nleep 

recesses of ilie nervous system," liecatHe, for-tooth, 
those docinnes liold tliat typhus is due to a specific 
poison and the wasted ganglia of this disease is a 
consequence nnd urit ,i r in^e. Eilln r tin- ii nal 
I ganglionic lesions are coa^equencta then iti Iki^^ht's 
I disease or the abdominal ganglionic lesion of tyi)hu« 
: induces the phenomena of that disease. IJ jt our 
highest authority asserts that renal lesions ure 
' brought about by the structure! changes in the renal 
ganglia. By the same law thea ihe morbid condi- 
tions of typhns are wrousjht by the alTected alwlo 
: minal ganglia, or else there is a specific poison that 
I causes Bright's disease which remains to be dis> 
covered. The <?nmo m^y h? s:iid of cxi)|>lit.halmlc 
goitre, iu whii h the ct^rvieul ganglia are atlecled, or 
I of milk sickness in which the solar plexus InTotvod, 
I or of any of the ganglionic diseases in which there 
is congestion of the ganglia (hypcra^mia of the 
nerrous centres), which condition may in this con- 
nection be rejTrtrded fi« a structural change. 

It is possible that these views are erroneous and 
that each disease of this class may be found to be 
c.<iii>fd hy itfi specific Lm inus It is pos>i!>k', loo. 
that some of the diseases which are now attributed 
to a bacillus may be shown to be ganglionic. For 
instance, the doctrine has been proprtunded that , 
tulMjrculosis is <lue to a microphyte that has been 
impaled upon the object gloss and whose likeness 
has been published. Now what more reasonable 
than the idea that tuberculo«;!«! h a ganglionic dis- 
ease; that the destruction of iung tissue is a pro- 
cess analogous to the degeneration of renal tissue in 
Bright's disea.se, which i-f due to antecedent rhari^OH 
\ in certain pulmonic ganglia? The truth of such 
speculation may one day be confirmed by the care- 
ful inve.sticrnflnn of votne expert patliologt.st. ulin 
. will do for lnl)cr( ulosis what Da C-osta has done for 
I Bright's disease. 

The ganglionic diseases are generally inlo]( rniit of 
; opium, and du nut yield to quinine, in them opium 
exerts ttooe of Its physiological iaflnences. either as 
j an anodyne or hypnotic, and they are amenable to 
I ({iiinine only when complicated with the element of 
' periodicity, which, by the way, remains to be 
; ftirtnulatcd. 

j The eniployincQl of alt manner of so called Hiiti 
replies, to prevent the spread of the epidemic gang- 
Uonic di';ofis(!«. ha.s been proved to be utterly futile. 

It has not bcco established that ( < rtnin of them 
arc either infectious or contagious, in ibu scn&c in 
which those words are employed to-day. 



A EeniarlLablc •t IjBpiieUtNDu 

BY M, K okhohn, m. n , nrw cav^an, conm. 
The history of the case is as follows: ^. S., a man 
something over sixty years old, has snffered eoastd 
ersMy at i'uw^ widi i lii uinii!i>^iii Whs alsjo disabled 
for a long lime by having had a shock, from which 
he has never entirely raooveied, although he is able 
to get about slowly hy the aid of two stalls. He 
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Imw nlwiiys iieen avery liearty e«t«r, and at one time 
it is saiil tliiit lit- openi'd )ind ato a half bushel of raw 
oysters i at aooUier. a doz«a ea» of green corn (boil«d 
•n the cob), and I was told tbat it was not uncom- 
mon for him to buy a peck of round or hard shell 
clams, and hH down and eat until everjr one was 
gone, and raw at that. . 

In ihe early part of the evenlnip of July 1. 1689, 

I wim rallcil Io flip p;iticnt nn accouul of his 
iDability to micturate. 1 found him suilerlog very 
much, and I at once introduced one of Jaquea' No. 
9 a?ft niblRT catheters, and cot !i!)oiit a [lint mid a 
tlalf of urinej which relieved him very much. 
Thintiintr thai his bowels might be somewhat aiug- 
gigh in coiiM (|iu net* of the shock, and that rtlaiued 
fu'ccH might help to cauae bis troubie. I advised a 
cathartic. 1 learned that be had already taken four 
pills of some kind, ''Vitbmit getting a saoranettC. 
I then gave liim llin c <if ilic 1'. S P. eomp, cathar- 
tic pills, Willi iii'-iiniuiious lu give three more if 
these did not operate in four hnurs» and then to use 
a syringif in ch^p tlir pill*^ failed to mnrc him. 

The wife thinking that an injection would do 
more good than the pills, proceeded to iotroduoe the 
nozzle of thr syringe-, wlw n shr tlionirlit it fi-lt as if 
it touched something hard, and at the wtme time 
noticing that the pans were red and swollen. 
8he tli»Tef(»re, like tin- si n-ihle woman tluU slie was, 
introduced bcr index finger oud drew out five cherry 
Stones. This frightened her somewhat, and she 
Immediately sent for me. and liiT sou also went for 
Dr. Wm. U. Brown«on, of tbid village. 1 waa there 
but a few minutes when Dr. B. came. I then in- 
troduced the index timber i>f my left Jiaud. and with 
a short polypus foneps, Ix-gau taking out the pits, 
one or tn<>rc at a time, as Um forceps st-ixed them. 
To avoitl eatobing the foldi of the rectum, I intro- 
duced the forceps against my linger with the Made 
cluiied. This was a i>!ovv aud tiresome process for 
me. aa well as painful to my patient. However, 
Dr. B. n-Iieved me at times, until we had mp'iired 
225 pits. The patient wus aiunewhat exhausted, 
and we decided to let him rest until morning, then 
etherize him, and get the remaiuing pits. 

.luly -* I r a;:ai!i i athiti ri/.ed him. The anus and 
surrounding itssue.s were of a very durk color, frtim 
pressure aud ibfiltrathm of blood. I was fearful 

that >li)ii'_:hiui; wuiild lake place. N"lliiiig retuaintd 
for us u> do bat to couliuue us wc had dune, and 
remove IIk> pits or \o*k tfie patieut. I itierefore 
et!i( ri/.id Ilii' j' ui. ut wlub- I)r II n-iti ivod enongii 
to sw» II the uuintwr to «tvcr bUO pits, i^tiil they 
cainc, and tlic day fulluwin;^ we a^aiii finiesthetlzed 
our p iti. fit. The discotontiioit h i I li'^'im to di.nap- 
jii a;', hat tin- p id-^ i.i'.d .\n and a hiisu-r 

hud luniicd ii; uue place. .1- 111 aijli ]!4an::reiie and- 
sloughing wt)uld nvX in. The friends ihiukiogdcMth 
\\as 1.1; u\ ii.-i>'i d I lia! ',\i-d^ ';>t from luitlier l((r 
lure. I U'.-nicd Uu tu llial lie w.is uucuUsciuU'i of 
Butfcriiig while under ttit; inliueuce of chloroform 
(whii'li ! u>ed lli;- limt i, nnd In- wo'jIiI surely 

die if the pits were nut removed, ui<d that if they 



were, he might neover. This tioie w» used a longer 

forceps and succeeded in removing all l»ut five, which 
afterwards passed in the feces, making the whole 
number 908 pits. With tlm use of ndlai» ooo* 

taining a little of the tr. of opium applied to the 
parts, and careful bathing, these soon regained th^ 
natural color, and our patient completely recovered. 
Shortly afterwards he went into the field and dug 
two and a half bushels of polntoi s, which was more 
work lhau he had done before iu years. Ue died of 
apoplexy in the fall fuUowing. 

This case is, I think, of [nore flian iisiuil interest, 
because of the great accumulaiiou ot cherry pits; 
because of the fact thai none of the i^ta happened 
to get into the appendix vermiformis, aud because 
of the rapidity witii whidi the tiiwuea were 
restored after the pressure was removed. Befora 
siicli t'eiiiuvat it '•eern>: (1 as If the vitality of the 
parts was almost destroyed. 



Cbleken-Pox !■ tke Adnlt 

BT P. 8. KOOT, M. IV, MONKOE. MICH. 

In your issue of February lOih. you call attention 
j to •'Chh-ken-Pox in the Adult," and huviug liad 
! some recent experience in positive confirmation of 
, such ]u>s-it)i!ity, 1 take )>lf i-iire in reportinir Ih.' 
j following clinical facts: in the course of my visits 
I to an Older member of the family. I was (January 17) 
1 rri|ue>t('d tn examine ]J H . a nai of \\ ye:irs, who 
was feeling somewhat indisposed and mentioned ao 
eruption on the body. On tnve«t(ga(iott I found a 
terniuralure of 101' and ttu- t\ pit-jvl piipult- of vm i 
cella, tu wtiieh di«*e!W»e she li.id been ex|>o.-.vd feoiiic 
I ivvii \M ( k-« pf viuu.^ly Tlie eruption appeared 
spariii|>ly anil passe<l through its various stages 
without further constitutional symptoms. There 
were in the family a brother and sister (tiesidc the 
girl fllli^ded to), aged respectively 21 and 18 year--. 
Nei'herof Iheiii lia'i had the i-i-, ."^-i far as 

the nuither could reiiicinhr r 'i'hert t\irc, when tuv 
diat'iio- i-i was known, the hroMier, who was then 
I sulTer'n^ with a severe conjunciivi lis. u>-ked if the 
(liscas4- wax contagious. Acting under the impre«. 
sion that the aduli was not liable, I answered in 
the negative, stating that the brother and sisters 
could prohalilv ;i>.-i>> i;itc with impunity, Thistln \- 
I did, and ou iVIiiutity lourteeii days from tlje 
I appearance of the eruption on the younger si»t«T, 
liic remaining brother lAid si>Ier developed genuine 
chicken pox The young geiulemau was thoroughly 
oovorod with papuU s, and for » few hours previous 
to their appearance, the constilutional excitement 
was quit! Ill iiki'd, his tem)>eiaiure running up tn 
102 . with coHsidenildo muscular pain. <!tc. I Ue.se 
syinjitoius speedily siiU«iidrd, leaviiii; ordy the incon- 
I %'enience of the eruption, its itching and an increased 
luflammaiory action In eyes. In these ca-«ea the hia- 
.tory is alKolute, and demonstr alxs (.'oi.rlusi vely that 
' chicken pox miiy and does oc» iir in the adult. TJie 
, pi ii il n: iti uliiliou of vjiru d a hii.s never Ix-eu 
po>.iu ( I y -1 tiled; yet from tlie at)ove it would 
; sreiii i ■ III all 'Ul fourteen days. Tlie probable ex- 
I pla.uatio:i of the iutruqueucy of varicella io the 
I adult lies {n the fact, that fmm tbc very Infectious 
j naluie of the disciiKe, nearly all have it before 
' arriving at maturity. At all events. 1 cannot sec 
how ili'T'c I iiiid Im- iiiU''!i h< -:i:;tion f^ardin|p (hc 
■ dillereutial diagnosis of chicken pox. 
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Death of Dr. D. O. Farra.si>. — The news of 
I>T. Frirrand's death, which occuired al 4:45 on the 
moroiug of Sunday, the 18lh inst., spread rapidly 
through the city and was the topic of discusiuon in 
all circles before noon, notwit!i«tftn(lin£^ tho fnct that 
the momiBg papers, which went to press at an ear- 
lier hour, reported that he waa resting oomfortabiy 
and doini^ wt'Il, The doctor li-id l>een confinrd to 
his room for a few days with an attacli of otitis, but 
up to a late hour on Saturday night, when meoin- 
conipli( ;i(iiiu:< niipt'ured, no dan<;;cr WiW appre- 
hended, and the aououacemeut of his death was 
a anrpriie and a ihoclE. 

Dr. Farrand was bom In Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

.April 2;?, 1838, nnd was thus rut ri(T in thr vrTy 
prime of life, lie pursued hi.s medical studies abroad 
and at the College of Phystctana and Surgeons, 
New Yf^rk, frorn wlilr-Ii iii*tiiution he frradtmtrd in 
18G3, when he entered the regular army as assistant 
surgeon, in which he remained until 1866, when he 
formed a co-partnership with the late Dr. Zin;i 
Pitcher, of tbi« city. During the greater part of tbe 
time of his connection with the army he was sta- 
tioned here, where bis family connections and sootal 
acquaintance were very extensive. The latter ad 
Taotages, and the death of Dr. Pitcher in a oompara- 
lireiy short time after the formation of the co-part- 
nership, combined with his remarkable personal 
popularity to introduce him into one of the largest, 
if not, Indeed, the largest and most lucrative prac- 
tice ever enjoyed by a prwtitioiser of inrdicine in 
this city. Notwithstanding the fact thui iie was 
very moderate in his fees, his income apiticached 
$'.iO,000 a year. He waa a frail man physically, and 
this large practice made such «jcces«ive demands on 



his vitality that on two or three fmrloni occa- 
sions he WU5 brought so low ns to cause his 
life to be tlespairtsd of. Besides bU private 
practice he waa a member of the Detroit Board 
of Health. «urc:pnn to Harper's Hospital, sur- 
geon uf the metropolitao police of this city, 
suigeon-ln-ehlef of tbe Ifflchlgan Central ndlroad, 
nnd chiff modiral p.vanilncr of the Michigan Mutual 
Life losurance company. He was prominent also 
as a local politician, hat never lougbt political 
honors or office. 

Dr. Farrnnd wa*? in very many resperfs a rrraark- 
ablc man. His extensive clientele forbade extensive 
reading or devotion to the more exact divisions of 
mfdtrinp, nor ha? he left behitid liini nny literar}- 
coutributlouflor records of his experience. While 
he was a monher of the local, stale and national 
medlcftl fissociations, he took no active part in the 
meetings of any. His work was among the people, 
rather than among his medical brethren, from whom 
lie, inilefd, kept him>elf quite l;ir^ely aloof. His 
memor}- will bo perpetuated iu the hearts of his 
patients, rather than In tbe archives of the profes. 
sion. He was a man of quick perception, Lrood 
judgment, decision of character, readiness of action, 
and possessed of great in&ighl into human nature. 
His patients were his warmest friends, and to a 
greater extent than any man wo ever knew, he pos- 
sessed the faculty oi retaining: families iu which 
aeveral members had died under iii-. caro. He was 
a man of short stature and .•^lender frame, of few 
words, which he uttered in a low tone of voice, and 
withal of a retiring nature, but in spite of tiie absence 
of thopo pby«iral attribtife? iigunlly supposed to be 
necessary to create a favorable impression, his ioflu- 
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«Doe both M a idiyiician and m » dtlaea it seldom 

eqiia]cd. 

Dr. Farrand's early demise but emphuizes tlie oft* 
told story of the evils of overwork. VTIth h better 

equall/ ktion of the demands which mcilicino makes 
on the physical and the mental capacities of 
its praetftloners. his life would, in all prob- 
ability, have been spared to a green old age. 
With his large experience and good Judgmeol lie 
should, alike in bis own Interests and Id the Inter- 
ests of the public, have of late years spared himself 
the drtHk'on'' of pniclicc, that is, attendance on the 
ordinary uiiuor ailments which coustitute «o large a 
portion of the physician's every day work, lie yiua 
in a position fo h;tve iriven np thi? part of practice 
and to have devoted himself to a consulting prac- 
tioe, at least five years ago. Tbe lawyer who suc- 
ceeds his profrs>ion does not. for instanrr, attend 
the justice or lower courts, and makes his labors 
easier as his reputation grows, by delegatintr the 
routine work to others, merely <ui»( rvising the work 
and giving suggestions as the exigencies of particu* 
lar cases require. With physicians, however, this 
salutary arrangement has not yet been lnlr*Kluced, 
bnd as tbe ptactitioaer grows old«r and increases io 
reputation, ^e demands on his vitality through at- 
tention to the less important details of the ordinary 
rsin nf iiilmeut^. increase, and wear him out before 
ius time. With ii trusted corps of assistants, both 
bis usefulness and his income might be increased, 
wliik- h<' rni^'ht iil-io i njoy either, by frequent rcrre- 
atiou, the leisure to wliich bis earlier years of devo- 
tion to his arduous calling have entitled him. or im- 
provp it hy contribtitin^ to the common fund from 
the rich stores of his experience. 

We understand that Dr. Farrand made very 
judicious investment-? of his curninjs, which, with 
his life insurance, have left his wife and family 
amply provided for. 

A meetiug of the medical profession of the city 
was held at the mayor's office on Tuesday, the 30th 
inst,, to give fonnii expression of the sense of loas 
ereatcd by Dr. Farrand's death. Upwards of 
seventy-five physicians were present. Dr. Morse 
Stewart was chosen chairman and Dr. G. II. 
Itichards, secretary. Mulogies were passed on the 
life and character of the deceased, and the expres- 
sions of respect for his memory and regret for his 
premature taking off were numeroos and unmistak- 
ably h'art fflt. A fommittff; consisting of Drs. 
Theodore A. McUraw, Herman Kiefer and William 
Brodle. appointed by the chair, to embody the sentt* 
incnts of the firofe.s^ion in preamble and rc^^nlurions. 
submitted the fullowing which were unanimously 
adopted: 

WnF.iu:.\s, Our hrnther doctor, D. O. Farrand, 
has been t;ikiii froui us by sudden death, and 

WutiiKAs, We desire to formally express our ad- 
miration for his character and prnfe^««ionaI attain- 
ments, our deep regret and sorrow fur his loss, and 
our sympathy for those near and dear to him in 
their grief and affliction; therefore 

lUnActd, That we liave reco^^ni/.ed in our deceased 
brother those qualities which make a leader among 



I men. As H scientific phyridan he stood high in tbe 
ranks of bis profesdon; as a pracUtiooer of medi- 
cine, he was. in many reitpectB. nnequaled. He 

combined in a rare degree most diverse and admir 
able qualities. He wii.-^ deciiied aud tlrrn, but ex- 
' ceedingl}' ten'liT hearteij and u'- ntle. His i|uiekne«»s 
' of perception and excellence of judgment were ua- 
I usually marked, and he possessed a fertUtty of re- ! 

sottroB which made him a most valuable counselor 
I at the liedside. In the midst of his strenuous and 
I unremitting labors he foun<i time to read the newest 
I medical literature and to k> < |) abreast with tbe bo<^i 
men in the profession. His ( otirtesy to hia profes- 
I aional associates made him popular with the profes 
I sion io the state, while his devotion to his patients 
\ was such that be may truly be said to have given 
i his life for them. 

yj(Mo/ro', That wc regard the deatli of Dr. D. O. 
; Farrand not only as au octasion nf loss to the medi- 
cal profession, and of grief to his faii>i!^ atnl friends, 
I but also as a calamity to the community in which 
his active energies were constantly expended in tbe 
promotion of the public welfare. 
Btjtolrtii, That a ci>py of these resolutions, suitably 
I engrossed, be jiresrtWefl lo his afHicl< d family a> a 
mark of our «j.-)ieuui for Dr. Farrand and of our 
heartfelt sympathy for them in their bereavement. 
At the regular weekly session of the Common 
j Council on the evening of the 20ib, tbe following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

WnKREAS, In the prime of life and in the iniist 
! of great uscfulocs!* in his profession rui i as n citizen. 
' the sad in< -->( ii'.:rr of ileatli hii- -uriunoiied an enii- 
I mnt ami honored nuniUer i)f ilie Hoard of Ile.Uth; 
therefore 

JUmlud, Thai in the death of Dr. D. O. Farrand 
the City of Detroit has lost a faithful and conscien- 
tious officer, a L'0"d and honored citizen. 
\ Rf»)lre*.i, Thai Uie eitliees of the'Cily llall l>ecloseil 
j on W'fiiuesday afternoon, and tliat tiie iillicerjs eiud 
: nit-mbers of the City and Common Council attend 
i bis funeral in a body. 

I BetoimL, That the wannest sympathy of tlUs body 
I be and is hereby tendered to the family and relatives 

of tlie deceased, aud that the clerk be directed to 
liansmii to them certified copies of these resululioos. I 
I The Council adjourned in reapeet to the meuMwy ' 

; of the decen'5ed. J 
1 The funeral services were held at the First Pres- 
byterian Chufdi on Wednesday afternoon, the 91st 
! inst. Thev were very lar^'ely attended by tbe pro- 
. feiislon and the pubUc, and the cortege which fol- 
I lowed the remains to their rssUnf placs In Elmwood 
was the larL'i st seen in this city fur many years. 
A good man has passed awa^- from among us. 



Smau. Dosvs FsaqcicxTLT Repeatbd.— In a 

lecture delivered at the IJellevue Hospital Medical 
College, and published in the New York Medical, 
Prof. A. A. Smith discusses the subject qf doses 

and the frojuency of their repetition. He takes the 
ground that in the treatment of acute affections bet- 
ter results are secured from small doses frequently 
repeated, than from the usual method of large dosea 
at longer intervals. He gives the followinir iUustra- 
tions drawn from his own experience, and because 
of their practical nature we ' reproduce them, but 
slightly condensed : 
Chlorate of potash has at times been administered 
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in sufficiently large doses to produce u daugcroub 
iotinmmation of tlie kidneys. This dau,^T can be 
nrriulcd by administering the drug in sinall doses 
frequently repealed. Grain dases gi?ea every half- 
hour in acarlet fewr. dlphlberia, toaaUliUs, etc, will 
produce the Panic rosiilfs ae larircr liose?, without 
the danger of the evil effects resulting from the 
aocomalatioD of the drag. 

Chloral lias for !i Ion? time been fjiven in large 
doses, as from five to eight grains, repeated every 
two boura, until flfleea gndna are taken. I eon- 
sifJer it a better way to give a grain, either in liquid 
or pill form, eveiy ll«ll-hour ontil the neuralgic 
eymptome are tvlleved. One of ihe advantages 
connected with the frequent repetition of doses is 
ihat the medicine may be so liirgcly diluted as to be 
rendered comparatively tasteless, and harmless to 
the macous membrane of the stomidl. 

Two grains of salicylate of sodium, every hour or 
half-hour, will usually effect a cure of urticaria. 
cTon In obstinate cases, except those of a chronic 
nntiire. Urticaria is often cau«pd l>y the adraini'?tra 
tion of full do8e» of balsam of copaiba. A single 
dlop of the rame drag stven every half-hour will 
sometimes control nrtii ari i. 

Of Fowler's solution half a drop every half-hour 
for six or eight doses will often relieve the vomiting 
which occurs after a debauch. It will also relieve 
the morning vomiting (»f drunitards, and is of de- 
dded benefit in the sympathetic natiaea and vomit- 
ing of prei^iancy. 

Jaborandi has been given in large doses with a 
view to exciting perspiration in Bright's disease, but 
the very serious objection has been found to its 
adnuiiigtrution in this way, that it sometimes has a 
very depressing effect upon the heart's action, result- 
ing In some cases fatally. How, Ave to ten minim 
r!n«e? of the fluid extract every hour or half-hour 
will produce marked perspiration without causing 
any unpleasant effects upon the heart. I sometimes 
combine digitalis with it to counteract any pns.^ilile 
evil ioflueuce which the drug may have upon the 
heart. I often hesitate long before admlnistning 
large doses of jaborandi, espeiBially in unemia of the 
peurperal state. 

The bromides are largely used, but an objection 
to tbem is the fact that children do not take them 
readily, because of the tiuste. This objection can be 
avoided by giving small doses frequently repeated, 
a half-grain, or a grain oven, every ten or fifteen 
minutes. Given in tliis manner, the bromides often 
prove of great benefit in the nervous disturbances 
arising from dentition and other causes, and in ro- 
oming the fever whirh, in children, usually attends 
a slight degree of excitement ot any kind. 

Tou will often meet with childiien of a nervous, 
excitable frame of mind who are unable to go to 
sleep before ten or eleven o'clock at night. An ex- 
cellent effect will be produced by chamomilla in 
some one of its forms, a.« the cincture, adminiatered 
in minim doses, every fifteen or twenty minutes. 

One of ibe most important Nmedlaa whidi can be 
adminiatered with great benellt Id freqaeotiy repeated 



dosus is ipecac. A single drop of the wlue of 
j ipecac every fifteen minutes will often arrest ob- 
1 stinate vomiting, from different causes, nmoug 
I which are pregnancy and subacute gastritis. 
I Ohltdren often suffer from diarrhosa and vomiting 
■ which have no other assi2:n:iVi!e cause th in disturb- 
j ance of digestion. This will often produce the most 
I marked relief, both from Tomiting and from dlar^ 
, rho-a, 

I A teaspoonf ul of a solution of one grain of calomel 
1 to the pint of water every ten or flfteen minutes 

often relieves the vomiting or regurgitation of food 
of nursing children. In order to dissolve it. the 
calomel should first be put into an .ounce of lime- 

i water and then into the pint of pure water. One 
twenty-fourtii of n grain oi mfrcury with chalk, 
every fifle«n or twenty minutes, is often of great 

I benefit in the vomiting and tton-taflammatory diar- 
rhd'a is arcompanied by mucous passages, indicative 

j of intlamniatory action, or euteritis, benefit will be 

I derived from the admialitratlon of one teaapoooful 
of n .«ointion of bichloride of mercury, one grain to 

. the quart, every hour. 

I Teaspoonful doses of a solution of a grain of tartar 

emetic in one (pmrt of water, every half hour, will 
I prove effectual fur ibe relief of the wlieeziog and 
I cough accompanying a slight bronchitis in cMldren. 
j One drop of ilie tinetnre of nux vomica 
j given every ten minutes will often produce most 
I marked relief in sick hMdiBlia not <rf a neuralgic 

origin . It should be given Immediately afteroraoon 

after meals. 

A bingic drop of the tincture of cantharidcs, 
j every hour, will in many cases TSlleve vesleal 

catarrh. 

For the diarrhoea of children, accompanied with 
slight Inflammation, straining, and passage of jelly- ' 

lonkinc^ matter, but not true dysentery, Ave drops of 
. castor oU, given every hour in water with sugar and 
I gum, is an excellent remedy. 

A gentleman in this rity. of authority in venereal 

diseases, says he has given greater relief in a short 
; time, in cases of orchitis and epididymitis, by two- 
I minim doses of the tincture of i>u!salil]a every hour 

than by any other mode of treatment. I can testify 
I to its great benefit SO fl^ven in dysmenorrbcoa not 

of a membranous^ obstructive or ocuralipc 
! character. 

! One of the most distressing symptoms from which 
many women suffer at the menopause is flatulence, 
and a sensation of fluttering or iialpilatioa at the pit 
of the stomach, an clltclual remedy against which Is 

i the extract of calabar bean in one-fiftieth grain 

! dows, repeated every half hour forsix orci^ht doses. 

I It may be repeated in the same way after stopping 

I it for three hours. 

In nmcnnrrhfPa not dependent uponanrrmia, bene- 
fit follows minim doses of the tluld extract of ergot 
administered every half hour for five or six hours 
the day before the flow should and again on 

I day on which it should occur. Administered in the 
same manner It la of benellt In eaaea of «xoMelve 
meoatniation. 
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Tioctare of aoonile. one-third to ooe-half % minim. 

every fifteen minutes, will be found of decided 
benefit in many cn<!e<! of febrile moTement. You 
win MOD find the patient itt ft Utile pertfrfnllon, 
when the medicine may then be adniin'mtered at 
longer intervals. It is likowiso useful in cases of 
commencini; so-called cold in the head, in cardiac 
hypertrophy with palpitation, severe headache, and 
disturbance of thp nerrow agrstem due to iocreMcd 
force of heart-beat. 

Two minims of tho tincture of banwmdlt eveiy 
half hour will often control hcmorrhngt^ from the 
noee, the uterus and from hemorrhoids. 
B ItTtDCturB of belladonna in minim doae*, given 
every half hnnr, is a pood remedy in r ises of nasal 
catarrh, and bronchitis accompauieii by free secre- 
tion. You ihould cease lb give the drug for a while 
after elfjht or ten doses have lx!0«i adrniiii.Htered. In 
pulmonary oedema, with failure of heart power, 
belladonna thus admlaiatered is of benefit in retard- 
ing the exudation of serum and In oveioomiitg the 
failure of heart power. 

Two grains of the chloride of ammonium, com- 
bined with ten or fifteen minims of the tincture of 
cubcbs, given every half hour, ofi» ntiTiiei routrolg 
acute pharyugilit* and superflciul iiiiiiimtuaUon uf 
Other tissues about the throat. For inflammation of 
the thrnat de[ eDdenl upon a !»mity diatbeiiis, add to 
tliis mixture ten minims of the ammouiacal tincture 
of guiUae and admlnlater every hour. 

In the headache of miirTHiiie, one grain of the 
citrate of caffeine given every half hour will often 
produce most marked relief. 

In neuralgias about the face or head, three minim 
doses rf the tinctiure of gelsemium every half hour 
will often act almost miraculously and leaves no ill 
elEecla. 



AmUTIoN-'i TO THE MaTKRT \ MmirA. — CertaiD 

remariu in addresses recently delivered by promi- 
nent members of the profession, are calculated to 

direct attention to llie question of tlie addition of 
new agents to our materia medicu. One of these 
addresses, by Dr. John Avery, of Oreenville, Mich- 
igan, member of the Michigan State Board of 
Health, we bad the pleasure of listening to at the 
recent sanitary convention at Pontiac; the other, by 
Dr. Thcophilus Parvin, was delivered before the 
graduating class of tlie Medical Department of the 
University of Louisvill«», and is published iu llie 
Louisville Medical News of 10th inst. Dr. Aveiy'a 
remarks were somewhat gcneriil in their nature, 
deprecating »ucb tendency the addition of new 
drup may have toward polypharmacy, and admon- 
ishing us "to be on our guard lest we are swept from 
uur moorings on well-grounded medical science 
this popular and professional erase after new and 
'many medicines.'" There is, doubtless, a time- 
liocss in this warning, for true progress must have 
in It an element of conservatism. Dr. Farvin's ut- 
terances, as applied to the subject of new remedies, 
are, however, more specific^ and strike us as being 



very stngolar, to say the least The following three 

sentences, quoted from separate pam^'niphs, contain 
1 the gist of his remarks; "The rational physician 
I will employ in the cure of disease all agents which 
experience and observation, reason, or phj^olc^cal 
experiment has proved valuable." "So far as the 
mere materia mcdica is concerned, the physician 
will wisely confine himself to those nmedies which 
I arp cfllcinal. " "Yotj can count on your finger*. I 

I had almobt (laid of one hand, the remedies you will 
find most frequently and uniformly usefuL" The 
most casual rcafh r will, doubtless, be struck with 
1 the beautiful syllogism of the argument: All agents i 

wliieh eiperlance» etc, havti found valuable ate 
' ofTlcinai and can be counted on the fingers, almost 

j of one hand. 

' To the first of the sentiments quoted wc take no ex- 
ception. It is the secret of pro g r ess in therapeutics. 
We find it difficult, however, to mnkf it comport 
with the statement that it is the part of wisdom to 
confine one's self to remedies which are officin- 
al. Pray how do remedies become offlrina!? 
Are they arbitrarily selected from earth's miueral«. 
flora and fauna, and without reference to experience 
with their projicrties? It would sr-em s<i, for dof* 
not Dr. Parvin tell us that it is not wise to have ex 
, perience with any which have not been made 
I oflicinal, and do we not delegate our wise men to 
^ make our pharmacopa'ifts? But neither Dr. Parvin 
nor the wise men would admit into the pharma- ! 
oopoeia any drug whose virtues experience had not 
revealed. The effort to harmonize the learned df>c | 
tor's statements causes more agitation of our ccre- 
' bral cells than anything we have experienced since 
the "13. 11, 15 ■ i>u/zle. Would he force us to 
make bricks and allow us no straw? Would he 
have us learn to swim, but call us not wise for going 
I near the water? He is either a very cruel or a very 
Ihoughtlcsg tabk-master. 

But let us take Dr. Parvin's second statement by 
itself, and away from Ita bewildering alliances. The 

advice is unsound, and, if followed, nolhini» could l>e 
I more paralyzing to investigation uud progress. It 
I would place the improvement of the materia nedlca 
in the hands of ilie ignorant, it would oblige wise 
men to follow in the wake of fools, and place ra 
\ tioual physicians and suffering humanity at the 
i mercy of empiricists. L'nder it the wise physician 
: must not employ a drup until the iirnoranl have de 
■ vtloped its properties, and our cummitlce* on the 
decennial revisiw of the pharmacop<cia must, as far 
as adilitions are concerned, I/e absolutely at the 
. mercy of those with whom the Code of Ethics for- 
bids us to consult. The pharmacopoeia is, more« 
over, revised but once in ten years and between 
these revisions the wise phyuciau must not look 
I beyond the boundaries fixed for him by the preoed* 
; ing committee. Chlr)r d hydrate, jaborandi, quinine 
quebracho, cascara sagrada, grindelia robusta, sail* 
cylic acid, convallarla majalis, etc., discovered, for 
instance, in 1881, must not be eni()loyed by the wise 
physiciM until the committee of 1800 have met» and, 
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after deliberating on tixem for tltrse years, have 
nuida them "offlcioal." 

Touching sjratrmoiit numlif-r three: It is, doubt- 
less, true that as a physiciao grows older in years 
and ezperi«nce, the list of bis femedies grows 
shorter, and xw conformity with this rule Dr. Par- 
via'* list may legitiualely have been curtailed to 
emulate the abbreTiated appenduRe of Tmn 
O'Shanter's mare. Hut the shortening of a 
physician's list of drugs rau«t be through 
(he process of natural sclcctioa. It is a process 
whieli lie can delegate to no one. Dr. Piinrin's few 
drug!? are valuable . lo liim because they harp rrys- 
lallized from the large number which he has, (i.)ubt- 
les9. tested daiiog the many jreara of his experience. 
They have adnptcd thcmsrlves t<i his pecuHarllies. 
and eie« term. But Uie young graduate who would, 
following the doctor's advice, restrict himself to his 
few drugs, would (•nrpl\' fail t i Vto of ihe greatest 
possible service to bis patieulti. The pbysiciaa 
with age and experience at bis back can, for instance, 
sec virtues in opium which the neophyte cannot 
comprehend, and when the latter seeks to apply the 
dmtr to other than the indicHtions clearly defined 
in his text books he goes )>cyond his depth. 

Another fact is signiflcanl in tlii? mnnoction: 
Two physicians of equal ago and experience who 
have settled down on the same number of drugs, 
will be found to liavf' selected by no means the same 
drugs. We recently had a little experieaoe on this 
point. Having been appointed a committee to pro- 
mc>\'u [iu-i< for a disponpary at wliirh there were 
leu attending physicians, we had each physician 
specify, independently of the rest, the twenty drugs* 
be desired for his prescriptions. The result was 
surprising; the number of drugs which %vtre not 
duplicated amounted to ninetV Keven out of a possi- 
ble twohniiilmi: We have little doubt that had 
Dr. Par\ iii Im'oii in onr ptitre and unilniiikcn to 
restrict the gentlemen to remedies which cou d have 
been "counted almoat on the Angers of one hand." 
!if would have hfid his\1eUi^ion very rtidoly di>ipfllcd 
l>y the amiable decemvtratc. These gentlemen were, 
furthermore, "wise** men. as the term goes, repnta 
hie practitioners, professor^; in f\ medical colli 1:0, L i( .. 
and presumably mustering quite as much average 
wisdom as the young men to whom Dr. Par^n gave 
his words of parting adTice on the question of new 
drugs. 

It baa come to lie regarded as (piite the proper 
thing among a certain class of physicians to affect to 
ridiinilf tlic intrrxliu tion of new drugs, which they 
attribute, as Dr. I'arviu docs, to the "enterprise, 
sometimes, possibly, cupidity of manafacluring 
druggish " Wfiilc there arc, dmiTiMc*'':. abuses con- 
nected witli Such introduction we cannot but regard 
iti uuqualilled condemnation a« inimical to true 
progress. ^ 

Medical Edvcki ion. —This subject, old and 
threadbnrf and trite thnt it is. In aLruin forced on our 
attention at this season of commeucemeut«, when 
the country, already awarrotng with practitlonera of 



I medicine, is having turned loose upon it the aunual 
{ grist from the mills which abound. The most su- 
IK'rftrial rnn«ifler,itirm of it but pr("^ciit> anew its 
most deplorable condition, and when one calls up 
I the miserable equipment of the average medical 
college of the land, the preliminary trairiint'^ .and re- 
ceptivity of the avursge medical student, and the fact 
that the average professor is not, even by any stretch 
, of the imagination, "a genius giving out corusca- 
tions of light," he can no longer wonder how it is 
I tliat the American medical diploma has become a 
thing of derision and contempt abroad. It is a no- 
torious fact that it reqiiirt .s 1< ^s time and no more 
I intelligeuce or preliminary education on the {xart of 
I the student, to graduate a man from seventy per 
rent of our toll* irf"H, than it docs to tr.rn out a car- 
pcnter, blacksmith, shoemaker or other artisan. 
I This may seem an extrvragant assertion, but we 
( liulli tiu'e ils refutation. And instead of improve- 
I mcDt, the coaditiua of affairs is growing worse. 
! The annual crop of medical ool^ges is felting 
larger, the requirements for admission are, in the 
keenness of competition for students, becoming leas 
I rigid, if indeed such a thing were possible, while 
j the final examination for the degree of the doctorate 
: has degencrnled into such a roaring farce that it 
makes the check of the honest man tingle with 
j shame when he redacts on the part be is forced to 
; t;ikriiiit. To «Mrh a low eslatf hf\s tlic de-,'rep of 
I tlie doctorate fallen, even in the estimation of the 
I teaching facultiea themselves, in many instaDces, 
' that it is a difficult mnttr r indeed for such members 
of these /acuities as retain n respectable conception 
of the honor attaching to the degree, to secnre the 
I plucking of even tlie most p;ilp;i1)ly incompofent 
student. How many of the medical colleges who 
this spring turn out their graduates, would dare pub- 
I lisli their examination papcr^i and the answers given 
by those on whom they have conferred the ancient 
J honorable degree of the doctorate? The number of 
I even those who make great pretensions would be so 
nmall as to startle even those complaisant members 
of the profession who excuse their indiffereocc on 
j the plea that things are not aa bad as they might be. 
Thiiii;!, could not well be worse, and if it is a duty 
incumbent on the profession to bold our colleges to 
aocountaUIIty, it hi high time that ttie duty was 
entered upon. 
There are competent and honest men, and many 
. of them, engaged in medical teadiing. who are sicli 
' and sore at heart witli the existing slntus of nffairs, 
who earnestly pray for the reform they arc unable 
to effect, and who give earnests of tbeir dedre in 
faithful and conscientious work in their respective 
colleges. But in the great majority of instances the 
intluenceof U»C8e is overcome by that of the pro- 
fessors, thdr associates, who differ from poets in 
that they arc mado and not born such. It may be 
asked, why it is that lionest men sluUify themselves 
I by reuiainini; in connection with institutions thus 
I disrcputiible. There are mnny excuses for their so 
doing, but not the least halistaclory is the fact tliat 
* their efforts towards reform are more effective wIwq 
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exerted from withio, tlum wben brought to bear 

from without. For them to withdraw would he hnt i 
to give the colleges over to a class with whom the 
profetttoiml good la abaolutely aabaenrient to indi- 
vidual aggrnnfiizenifnt. 

Wherein lies the remedy for this great evil? In ' 
the state, through the omnipoteot power which It ! 
could exert in strengtheniDg the bands of those who 
would restore medicine to its proper place among ' 
the professions. This restoration would by no i 
means be for the undivided benefit of a class: it 
would, through tlii-: class, be for the general good. 
If the legislature of this state, for instance, were 
l«aa dominated by those Interested in having m&ttara 
remain as they aro, it would Innjr since hnvc p\it a 
fltop to professional degradation. iO the highest 
interests of its constituents. Let the state reftiae to t 
accc-pt tlio diploma of any sclntol, r< L'ardli^s of its 
prctensioDs, as a gtiarantee of Htuess for the rcspou . 
sibilitioa of the practitioner of medicine, and it I 
would .strike directly at the root of this monstrous 
evil. Let it. appoint a board of examiners whoso 
eertlflcate alone should admit the physician to 
practtoe. It would place a premium on con^L-iontious 
and competent teaching on tlu* i)art of medic, il 
schools. There is no other remedy, and uuiil it is 
provided the mills will continue to grind, and Uie | 
grists will be the largest from llni'^c wlmse hoppers 
are the widest open and whose stones subject the 
material to the least grinding. As this thing con- \ 
tinucs iho rlns^ing of medicine amon;^ thr> learned 
professions becomes more and more a fiction. . 



SpoNTANEOt:s CnMnrsTroN. — Dr. I{. Thomtis. of 
De Pere, Wisconsin, writes: In regard to Under- 
wood, the alleged phenomenon, of Paw Paw. one | 
naturally suspects the use of phosphorus in some ; 
form or other, introduced into the handkerchief, or j 
what be wislies to ignite. But I hardly thiolc the i 
explanation of Professor ('lartt temblc in the case, 
for Underwood is an ignorant mulatto, and knows 
UOtliiDg evidently of the solvent powers of the bi- i 
salphide of car>x>n or the use of capsules. 

The writer is not prepared to say what it really 
is, or that Drs. Woodman, Maynard and others, who 
have examined lUm, have been deceived or have not ; 
tnkcn every precaution agidnst fraud and imposi- 
tion. I 

I have newer seen Underwood, it is true, bat my I 
son. Pr. .\. F. Tli<iina.s, who formerly practieed 
near Paw Paw, has, and gives me an accurate and : 
detailed description of bis manipulations. His de- I 
scription is that he takes the hamlki ri liicf. presses \ 
it to his mouth and breathes on it and through it | 
for a minute or two, using consldarable force of the | 
muscle.H of the cbcst, the last few respirations being 
very forcible and convulsive. At the same time ' 
he works tiic handkerchief vigorously between his 
Itand.^ and presently it ignites, and at the time he 
saw him, at ono point, ami the tlamc spreH«l from 
there Then he finks back in his chair, apparently 
much exhausted. I 

A trick similar to this can bo performed with ' 



phosphorus aboo, without Che use of bisulphide of 

carbon or other rheinir ds in a manner difficult t<» 
detect and surprising to the beholder, and when 
readlDg the account in the last Mkdioai. Aob, I was 
reminded for the first time in year^ of rny own ex- 
ploits in tlie same lino more than half a century 
ago, wheo a boy in my teens. 

The way I used to do it was to place a small 
piece of phospborus in my mouth, say a piece of .1 
stieic half an inch long, and keep it there nntil the 
parties came along that I wished to astonish. Hie' 
sticks in those days were about the si/o of a lead 
pencil or pii)e-6teui. A short section of one of 
these I could easily carry In my mouth, between my 
rlierk ,itid ^,'!nn. where it woti!ii be out nf sight 
when the mouth was opened. Then when I 
wished to perform, I would borrow a handker- 
chief — seldom iisi d my own — hold it to rny tnouth 
with both hands, blow hard through it a numtier 
of times, bite off a little piece of the phosphorus, 
push it into the hnudkerelnef wiili my toiij^ue, and 
rub it vigorously between my hands, when, lo! it 
would burst into a flame, to the astooiahmeot of all 
present. 

Sometimes, to make it more mystifyine. or when 
the danger of detection was liable to he greater, I 
would pui a small piece, not much larger than a 
mustard ^eed, into my moiKh and carry it hotween 
my clieek and gum above the upper teeth, as tobao(x> 
chewers carry their quM, so that what answered for 
a minntc inspection of the motith, and rinsing it 
with water, would not reveal iU Especially would 
I do this before going into an evening company 
which I wished to surprise, and I would .sometimes 
have lo |iold it an hour or two bc>fore I got a chaooe 
to perform. 1 could easily carry on a eonversaUoo 
or oven drink water with it in that position. 

This was before I studietl medicine or knew any- 
thing about chemistry, and I was unaware of the 
dangerous dianeter of the stuff I was handling or 
the danger I ran of being poi^wncd with it, but I al- 
ways knew in general ternjs I hat it was poison and 
was careful. Altiir>ugh phosphorus inflames at the 
tempemtfire of the ho ly, in the air, spontaneously, 
still it can l>e caiTied in the mouth any length of 
time without combustion, and bitten into pieces, if 
the lips are kept closed or only opened occasionallv 
and a very small piece, located as I have mentioned, 
can be carried witii the mouth open. Still the expe^ri- 
nu'nt, from the very nature of tie- article, cannot be 
otherwise than dangerous and a very useless and 
foolish one now when the knowledge of the general 
!)rinciples of chemistry is so widely diffused. Phos- 
phorus beiQg insoluble in the saliva, is tasteless or 
nearly ^, aod only develops its taste fully when m 
solution or in u finely divided state. 

While I do not claim that Underwood uses any 
such method and would not deny lliul liiere may lie 
many f on < < and myxteries in nature that caonot be 
accounttni for or explained, still I give the above for 
what it is worth, and it is a true expose of what was 
a more local and circumscribed but similar mystery 
fifty years ago. 
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Sciatica.— In ti clinical let-ture uu aciaiica, pub- 
lished in the Medical Timci, Dr. Wm. Pepper calls 
atU;ntiou to the ilifTi nmre hofwrr-n tlif di'?i nse as an 
idiopathic aflectioa und occurring as a symptom of 
deep<«ea(ed trouble. This distinction is very 
essential in rlcl« riiiitiino: the mp:i?iirfs of trealmcnt. 
Tbus an aneurism of ihv aoitu may by pressure 
cause pain in the course of the dreumflek. the 
genito-cruraJ, the illo-inguiual or the scindc ncrs-e, 
and in Icuciemia there may be such cnlnrgeuient of 
the abdominal gland m to cause sciatica by pressure. 
In such cases the treatment must, of course, differ 
from that <lr"i i".l.'d in simple .sciatica. The cause 
of the latter niixy im malaria. Periodicity, though 
it generally does, does not always denote malaria as 
the cause. In h1! nouralgias painful spots nrn found 
over the points of exit of the nerve affected. la 
sciatica the pidnful spot is w|iera tlie nerve passes 
throuirli tlio -jacro sciiitic foramen. In purely 
malarial sciatica it has seemed to Dr. Pepper that 
the tenderness is less marlced at this spot than when 
maliiriiil is nut Ihc ( lUise, so that excessive tendcr- 
neas and the point of emei;geoce and excessive paiu 
on motion are evidences of non^malarial origin. 
Lead-poisoning may be the cause of the affection. 
The cause, however, is most frequently congestion 
of the Dcrve-shcath, often associated with a gouty 
or rheumatic diathesis; bnt even when such diathesis 
does not cxi^f cnMgf*<?finn raiiy be causetl by exposure 
to damp and culd. The hiltur is the most common 
cause. In addition, sciatica may be the expression 
of a npuralf^lc constitution. In the Inttrr rase the 
individual is usually an a'mic and of u morbidly aen- 
sittve nature. 

Treatment must be based on n mrrful considera- 
tion of the cause. To relieve tlic pain give in- 
jectiotts momlttK eod evening into the deep tisraes 
of the thigh of n -solution of mor[iln'i sulpii. nr. 1 il 
and atrophia sulph. gr. 1-8U. Such deep injeciiou 
is more dfectlve than the simple hypodermic injec- 
tion. 

it is an old observation that puncturing the tissues 
over a painful nerve wouhl relieve the pain. The 
practice of acupunctun-. by plunging solid needles 
into the tissues, for tiic reiief of ncuraliria, dates 
back thousands of ycurs iu the Chinese practice of 
medicine. In China thure is a caste or class of 
people uluwe business it is to practice acupuncture. 
The needles which they use for the treatment of 
sciatica are very long, made of fine gold, hronght to 
an exquisite point, sometimes worked with a fine 
spiral and sometimes perfectly smooth. These are 
rai^dly rotated lietween tlie thumb and Index-flnger 
and in«rTtfd to a great depth. Il has bcon supposed 
that the relief afforded is due to puncture of the 
nerve sheath, allowing the escape of some exudation 
which causes pressure upon the nerve. This, how- 
ever, i« not at all probable, for the anatomical know- 
ledge of tb(^ who practice this treatment is very 
slight, and even if they saccmled in reaching tin 
nerve sheath the needle would probal)ly be inlro 
duccd too fur ;ind irijvitr tlir m rvi- it-dt', ami, :ii;;uii, 
the openiog would be so small and the tisisucs are so 
clastie that very Ultle fluid could escape. 



While confidently rocommending hypodermic in- 
jections of morphia In acute sciatica he earnestly 

protests ncrainsl thfir iisc in chronic neuralrjia. In 
no other disease will the opium habit be more 
readily contracted than in chronic neumlgla. The 
nitarks rome on so frcquciilly aiid so violently that 
the patient iK>oa becomes the victim of ihis mo^t 
tronblesome liabit. ' 

Counter- irritation over the affected nerve should 
be used. A blister first but if the case proves ob- 
stinate the actual cautery should he resorted to. 
The blister should be three inches by four inches. 

Intprnnlly fnr two or three days, give thirty 
grains of r^uinia a day should be given if malaria be 
suspect and. even if there is no material element, 
thf ( iTL'ct of thu (juinia upon the vc^spI? of the 
affected part and its influence upon the general 
nervous system cannot tail to be of benefit After a 
few day*; fbr do«!P of quinia should be diminished 
and arscnious acid be associated with it. When the 
injections are stopped give also belladonna and iron. 
Iodide of potassium, five grains four times a day will 
be fouod necessary from the first. 



Aluumimuria is Oit>imntiirA.— In a paper read 
by Dr. W. E. Sleavenson before the Abcrnetbian 
Society at Bt. Bartholomew's Hospital (Medical 
Times and Gazette), occurs the following on the ap- 
pearance of albumen in the urine of diphtheritic 
patients, a Bubject which wc apprehend has been but 
imperfectly investigated: 

Albumen is not fotmd In the urine in numerous 
cases which are called diphtheria, but occasionally 
in very bad cases the urine is loaded with it. The 
appearanee of alhuinen in the urine takes place at 
UQ curly stage of the disease. The urine is never 
smoky, and very seldom conlidns any blood eorpuS' 
cles, and there is no anasarca. 

This presence of albumen in the urine takes place 
in about one patient in every four, and, as a rule, 
soon passes off; but in Dr. Gee's case, to which I 
liave referred, tlie aibuniinuria. probably after diph- 
theria, has pcrsLsled for mouthii. 

Of the ninety -one cases of diphtheria recorded by 
Dr Al)ereromt)ie. most of wbirb occurred at the 
Children's liospilal while 1 was one of the resident 
medical ofBcers, twenty-fonr bad albuminuria; of 
these, fourteen died Of tlic spvontysix in whom 
there was no albuminuria, only eight died. Most of 
the eases with albumen had laryngeal symptoms, 
which necessitated the operation of tracheotomy, 
but iu none of those which recovered after the oper- 
ation was there at any time any albumen in tho 
urine. 

From the above facts I should argue that, speak- 
ing of the disease as a progressive one, it has ar- 
rived at a more virulent stage when albuminuria is 

present. 

As a result of the iuipiiry instituted by the Hoyal 
; Medical and C!iiruri:ical ??<>ciety, the Committee 

e<ifne to the conclusion that the pre«on<"e of albumen 
1 depended upon the severity of tht? cases, evidenced 

by the amount of false membrane, and generally in 
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those cttea where the fftaees were imiriUcated; and 

a]<:n more frequently it finiowi d those cases which 
were disUoctiy traceable to iofeclioo. 

^hftt is. the poison, which hed urlved at mieh a 
coiiiliti on iiii to be commuoicablc, had also arrived 
ni such a coadition as to affect the syatem wo aerioitS' 
I}' as to produce albuminuria. 

Is the presence of albumco In the urine a dls* 
tinctivc feiilurc, and have all cases in which it is 
absent not arrived at such u stage as to warrant the 
name of diphthcriaT 

DrK*s p'trnly-'i- TikIow ia any case when albumen 
ife absent from the urineV 

In the eighteen eases of paralysis following diph- 
theria related hy Dr. Abercromtno In f.irf the TnUr- 
aatiooal Medical Coogrt^ss io Iti^l. he was uuablc to 
determine whether or not they at any time had al- 
buminuria. 

This appears to mc to be a very important fact to 
discover in all eases of diphth eritle paralyds. Sup- 
posing, for iustantc. that only tlio>L' iiaticnt- Iiave 
diphtheritic paralysis who have albumen in theu* 
llrine daring; diphtheria, and only about 10 per cent, 
who have albumen recover, the rarity of diphtheri- 
tic paralysis i« not to be wondered at. The same 
degree of poi^u that produces the nephritis may 
lead to the paralyais. 



KocHiNK. — While we are not of those aicdicul 
editors who endeavor to absolve themselves 
of aU responsibility for the nature of the 
contents of the advertising pages of their 
Journals, we have, nevertheless, made it a role to 
keep the advertising and fditnriiil departments di«- 
tinct. We muiutaia it to be the duty of au editor 
to eserdse such supervision over the contents of the 
udvortisint!; |iaiics fif hi< j'v.irnal as wi!I prrvt'nt the 
insertion of the notice of any article which he does 
not honestly believe worthy a trial. It is true, 
usage has of late years partially Justiflrd him in ad- 
mitting adverlisemonts of articles the prescription of 
which is in very direct violallon of the Code of 
Ethics, but the strain is growing too severe, and if 
medical editors are to preserve their ]»irif(>s>i<)nal 
standing, it will be necessary for them to draw a 
definite line beyond which the enterprise of the 
publisher may not encroarb. 

We have admitted to our pages in this issue 
an advertisement of "Kochlne.'* for the ptir. 
p^se of inilicating the tendency of medical ad- 
vertising and quosi-scieotttic pharmacy. Tiiis 
tendency Is an outcome of business shiwwdness. 
sharpened by compi'tiliori luid fostrrrd by profi-s- 
sional apathy. The advertisement referred to is by 
no means a great exaggeration, as compared with 
(it hern which, though they have never been ad- 
mitted to these pages, Imve found place in other 
tnedical journals. We would, of course, not for a 
moment so reflect on the intelligence of our renders 
as to even Insinuate that they would hf deceived by 
this advertisement, and yet it is a patent fact tlmt 
there are houses doing a thriving business whoi^e ad- 
vertising literature is fully as ornate m that in this 



! advertl»einent,andnotawhitmorescientl11e. Tbsve 

is even n"w nn file at WashiDafcn iin applit-Htion 
for a patent on a device by a Dr. G. Gnmcr, of 

! Bradford, Pa., who claims tliat he can by means of 
it saturate the electric fluid with the medicinal 

j principles of drugs, and by means of the telegraph 
introduce it thus saturated into ^rstems a thousand 
miles from his office! It is true the advertisement 
of this device has not yet found its way into any 
medical journal that we have seen, but it has ai>- 

{ peared in a secular paper, and if nu dic :il editors 
do not cry a halt, who can tell how long it will be 
before publishers, who Uavu no fear of Lbe code bo- 

! fore th«ir eyes, will find place for it in medical 
journals? 

j The American Medical Associalioa has been asiied 
; to take action towards the correction of this abuse, 

btit it ha?, for n\'i*ons never very clearly dcflncd, 
persistently refused. If it is a duty of tliis aseocia- 

I tion to regulate the conduct of the phy^an in bis 
practice, it is dlflb ult to perei.i%e the impropriety of 
its drawing some lines within which be should be 
obliged to walk when he may chance to become a 

\ medical editor. It says it is wrong for him to pre- 
scribe or in any other manner encourage the sale of 
a certain class of preparations but what more direct 
encouragement to its sale ( ould he give than to 
admit its mlvertisement to his jnuniar? Iti the hm- 
guagc of anuther, "It woo l do' for him to coniioue 
shifting the res|x>n8ibility to the shoulders of his 
puhli-^licr, Tlie exeiHi- lu-f omes nil the mnr»" dia- 
pbonous m cases in which the editor and publisher 
are one and the same Individual. "It won't do. " 

PULBATILUA IN GoNOBBa(£AL EriPIOTMITia.— 

Dr. P. R. Sturgis. professorof diseases of the genito- 
urinary system is the X Y. post-graduate medical 
school . in a paper read before the Materia Medica 
Society of New Tork City, reiterates a statement 

made a few years ago, but the < orrei incss of which 
has been called in (|uestion, that pulsiitilla is .t valu- 

I able drug in the treatment of acute gonorrhceal 

I epididymitis. The preparation he employs is the 
homa?opathir tincture, or sncilhnl, mother tiDCturr. 
which he gives in from one (o two mmim doses 
•very hour. His reiteration of the cl^m to the 

I supfrinr prnpprty of this (Inii; in the condition 
named is supported by a report of its use to six cases. 
His article, published in the Philadelphia Medical 
Xfnv> cnnrludrs as follow?: 

J These cases include all the gonorrhoea! affections 
of the testis treated by* pulsatlUa during the four 
months of Xnvomber and nei ember, 18.W, and Jan- 

I uary and February, IbSl, ia the wards of the Third 
Venereal Division of Charity Hospital, and the his- 
tories arc to me instructive. Here aic six cases, all 
acute, in three of which one minim of the tincture is 
given every hour; in two cases two minims are 
given every hour, and in one two nlnims are ad- 
niiiii>ter( (1 every four li<)iir>. In one case relief is 

I ubiatned in twenty-tour hours; In two cases io two 

j days; in one casein three days; in one case in foUr 
days, and in one case there ia total fiulnre. Ia one 
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case. Ko. 8, where two minloM w«re ghren every 

four hours, relief was as speedy ng in No: 2. where 

the same dose of the medicine was given hour, and 
more speedy than in No. 1. In Xo. G there was no 
success, and I regret that, In^fore changing the treat- 
ment, I did no? try smaller doses of the metlicine, 
which are said to l>e cSective when larger doses fail. 
The leogth of tieatmetit ▼ailed from four to seven 
days, an nveruge of ahout six days, but relief began 
ioQg before that ttmo io ail the cases wuich were 
beaeflted. 

The date of llie dist at, which treatment Im-- 
guo, varies from thirteen to twcuty aino days from 
the trat appearance of the clap, and from the reiult 
it would not appear that the element OF tine exer 
cie^ much influence upon the care. 

In the five cases in which the symptoms were re- 
lieved, no relapse took place, although during and 
after the treatment the patients were not allowed to 
remain iu bed. 

Two points are worthy of special mention in £iv* 
ing this drug for the relief nf ijonnrrhfi iil epididy- 
mitis: One \& that its action is confined to the relief 
of the pain, and seems to ham no inflnenoe in re- 
ducing the si/e of the inflamed teatirle: the second, 
is that the relief, if any Ls to be ailorded, will take 
.phHM within fotty-eight hoars after the administra- 
ti< >u of the linig. I certainly should not continue its 
use t>cyoDd that time. 



SxtKu.iTv I.N Tin. Malk.— We think there is lit- 
tle doubt that in Infecund marriages the onus is too 
frequently nnjtistly laid on the woman. It is. in- 
deed, a very rare thing to ever interrogate the man 
for the cause of childlessness, the assumption al- 
most invariably hcinsj that the woman is bariea. 
Before the microscope, ejaculation was synonymous 
with virility, but the lens has exposed this falUcy, 
and the ]>liysi( ian who subjects tlie patient and long- 
suffering uterus to the tortures to which it is wont to 
be put in cases of sterile unions, before snbjeeting 
the nnale fluid to an exammation, doe*- not practice 
mcdicina in a manner to reflect credit. A ease in 
point has just been under our observation The 
wife was a few years ajjo a picture of physical 
V>eauty — a red-cheeked brunette, and weighinij alioiit 
135 lbs. The husband is a genllemuo to all appear- 
ances perfectly competent, and when after two years 
of married life, no preoautions having been taken to 
prevent cooceplioo, the womanly instinct craved for 
ofEspring, it was never for a moment qtiestioned that 
the defect was on tJic side of the wife. She took 
medical advice, and passed from one to another, 
thus undergoing a variety of treatment, from the 
effects of which, (loiibtlcss assoeiatod with the un- 
satisfied longing for a child, her health became 
much Impaired . In this condition she consulted us. 
An examination showed no appreciable impediment 
on the part of the uterus, and with her history be- 
fore we declined to do aaythiug further in the cafe 
until the husbaud shouhl submit to the necessary 
examination. Xais he was all the more ready to do 



because of hts oonfldenoa in himsdf , The micro- 
scope, however, revealed SUOlt S Saifiity of sperma- 
tozoa and such slugfqshness in the movement of the 
few, as to fasten lx*yuiid a question the cause of the 
sterile union on the man. 

HrD^-^, ill Ills work on .Male Sterility, gives an an- 
alysis of 192 cases of Aterilily, from which it appears 
that in thirty-three, or seventeen per cent., the cause 
was in the male. Of this nnmt)er, ^f-iniiiTi jhnm re- 
ports one in thirty; Pajot, seven iu eighty; Mondot, 
one in ten; Kehrer. fourteen in forty; Oousty. one in 
ten; Nfe/i;( mill, (iglif in fourteen: and the author 
him^U found the husband to be at fault once iu 
eight eases. In the thirty-three cases reported, 
a/oospcrinism existed in thirty-one, and asperina- 
tism in two cases. The facts thus show that the 
hushand Is at fault in one case in six. 



.\ ( ' A ! II \H i ic rou Infants.— Dr. J. Cooperider, 
Taylorsville. Indiana, semU in re'^pons^ to the re- 
quest for a cathartic for infants the following which 
he has found quite satisfactory in his practice: 

^ Ext. sennse fluid! | j. 

Sodii sulphatis f »s. 

Spts. limonis S j. 

Syrupi, q. a., ad | iv. 

M. sig. .V half teaspoon fill to tca^poonful eveiy 
two to four hours, according to agi:. 
Dr. M. R. Morden. Adrian, Mich. : In answer to 

Dr. Posllewait. in regard to a suitjible remedy for 
constipation in infancy, I wish to attest my confi- 
dence in the pulvis glycyrrbiza* compositus for the 
same. It condsts of: 

1^ Senna 

Liquorice (powder) M 3 vj. 

Fbnnel. 

Sulphur aa 3 ;ij. 

Kefincd sugar ' xvjij 

May be given best in form of a thick tea, iu uue- 
quarter to one-half teaspoonful doaes to infants, and 
to Iftr^e children, aged persons and delii ate adults 
iu teaspoonful doses, once, twice, or thrice daily, as 
may be needed. After 10 years' experience with its 
use I recoiTiiiiend it as being plea-saut, safe and efll- 
cient. One dose at bed-time generally answers. 1 
never knew of but one diild that did not like it. 

Dr. Win. It. Smith, Sr.. Cairo. Ill . writes: From 
my own experience this winter 1 think the constipa- 
tion of toe liltie patients, referred to by Dr. Postle- 
wait, is caused by catarrh of the colon and rectUm, 
Would advise him to give the following: 

H Sodii phosphatis grauulali 3 ij. 

Ft. chart no. vljj, 

Sie. One powder in a tablespoonful of milk 
three times daily. 

QpAfKEUY IN Ii.i.l.vois.— The Peoria Medical 
Monthly i« disposed to dispute the claim of "Missouri 
to btiug the most quack-beridden stale of iIk; Union. 
The Medical Practice Act, it says, has done much to 
rid Illinois of qtiackery, but the provision which 
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permitted all who had been in practice for 10 years I 

prior to the passage of the act allowed many very I 
bad specimen* to remain. Our contemporarjr con- [ 
tinnos : f 

"We have lately seen a certificate returned to the , 
county clerk of SL Clair Coantjr by one of these ! 
"ten year" men. . | 

The doceajicd'a age was given as sevMiteen, while | 
:i liMlc "tielnw it was stated thai he had been a resi- 
dent of this slate IweDty-ooo yuard. The cause of , 
death was rather unique: 'first djseaae Qmvel. stop | 
the water." complications. 'Imcrgj- (?) of the blood 
of the a<»e and mouih; Pluru Pomonie.' 

"We haye frequently seen returna made in which 
the cause of death has bc* ii varimisly L'iven as 
'Earjrstpelas,' 'Arysiplaa,' 'Malcrca,' Parallasea.' 
'Numonia,* 'Amoonia,' 'Araslpolas.' etc., etc 

"This may not be evidence of such open quackery 
as exists in Missouri, but it is evidence of the most 
unadulterated ignorance and almoet an equal blot 
upon our fair name as physicians. 

"Mif-sisiiipjii hu.s thr licst law rcffiilatiii^^ lliP pr«c- 
lice of mc'dicinf of ntiy that we have yel seto, Iho ■ 
best because it is ihe strictest. A diploma is not | 
sufflfienl evi(it'ni.'(' of afiility, nor yet twenty or fifty j 
years of practice, but every man must pass an cx- ; 
aminattoo in the fundamental bnnehei: anatomy, 
physiology, chemistry, materia nicdica, obstetrics, ' 
surgery and perhaps one or two more. This exam- i 
ination he most pass; after this he may practice any I 
Apathy' he pleases." 

The Mississippi law is of the only kind that ia to , 
save the people from the ravagci of quackery and— | 
the medical eolleges. 



An Aheiucan Puysician o.n toe Amktiican 
Pkofsssion. — The Medical Times and Gazette 
(London, Bnglaud), quotes as follows from a paper 
on "Expert Testimony," !»y Dr. O. W. Wi;]:ht, ' 
who, it sayii, is "a distinguished member of the 
medical and lef^l professions, and a leading medical 
jurist in New York": "In this country wo luive no 
legiiiuuklc medical profession. I^earoed, able and 
oottsoientiouB physicians and surgeons we have, but 
they are a melancholy minority in the great froth 
ocean of practitioners. Id the Unitcil States there 
are nearly a hundred medical collegeti, a majority of 
w h ich are only chartered doctor-factories. To them 
tiock every ycfir ^rpnn yntin? men, many of whom 
Cuuld not write a tteutcuco of correct English if the 
salvation of their souls depended on, the dfort, who 
obtain certificates of study from ea«<y-poin<^ prnc ■ 
titioners, lisleu to miscollaueous lectures for twice 
fourteen weehs, and are graduaied aa doctors. The 
iK:hor)!s ( omprln with one another for students by 
the ease with which they iuduct Ihcm into a learned 
profession. And this is not the worst of it. In j 
mi -1 -Ifitcs an cnlerprisiii!; follow who fails as a \ 
minister, a lecturer on phr^uology. school- master i 
or tin-peddler, is allowed (without any diploma) to | 
put out his shiuglc as :i doctor, and he is pretty sure j 
to get fools to employ him, for he has clteek, brass. ' 



push, pretension and the audaci^ of ignorance. 

From such u hi ferogeneous crowd parties in litipra 
tion find experts to testify to anything they desire. ' 

We do not object for a moment to our contempo 
raty's characterization of the gentleman, but it make^ 
an error in locating Dr. <). W. Wight. He is not 
of New York, but of Detroit, and is our worthy 
health offlcer. His pictnre la too true to life, but | 
would have hern still truer and more intf refstiutr 
he meutioned the ease aud detailed the method 
throiigh which degrsea can be secured from repiata- 
bl(> in<stitutionR without even the fomnality of *'the 
twice fourteen weeks." 



On'f. of tiif. Dangf-tis i iK KMTNFArn — The f:\cf ^ 
would lend to show Ui&t. other things being equal, 
the chances for recovery in the case of illnesa of a 
proniiiu nt cHizcn arr U jvs than in the case of one 
on whom the world has not showered many of itfi 
honors. The announcement of the illnMS of tlie 
former so often but prepares for, the speedy subse- 
quent announcement of his demise, that the public 
have come]to regard greatness as in a measure sur- 
rounded by a fatality. The past few years have 
furnishi d not a few illustrations in point. A Paris 
correspondent of the Wiener Allgcmeioe Medlz. 
SSeituug indicntea iome of the reaaons why this ia so, 
in connection with a reference to nntntiettn'si ras'- 
He says "the responsibility of physicians is known 
to be the greater in proportion to the high social 
position of (lie patient. For which reason tlx- phy- 
sicians Qrst called in wish to diminish the individual 
amount of it by dividing it among a number. In 
such cases, however, the patient i< not bencfilc<l. 
but rather the contrary, as no one stirs himself up 
to a decided st«p, no one carries out an operation, 
in consequence of which he might be publicly aC' 
cused in case it failed to serve hi.s patient. If Gam- 
batta had been a wounded laborer, linmghl into th'* 
hospital, placed under the charge of a single sur- 
geon, he would probably have refov«»rpd. He 
would then have been compelled to follow the direr- 
lions of hia physiohm; he would have been obliged 
to submit to nursing treatment or operation with- 
out a voice in the matter. Now, however, tlie 
patient la dead, perhaps simply on ocoount of the 
reasons tliat he was rfiim'iettn, find that he was 
treated by a dozen medical authorities of Paris." 


MsDtCAXi Leoislation IK MtniioAN. — We have 
received a number of intjuiries relative to medical 
bills before our State fyc^^iiaturo this winter. We 
regret to say that the interest in this matter is much 
less at the present session of the legislature than at 
any jireviou? se^ion for tli<' past eight or ten yean*. 
The earlier indications were that the efforts to secure 
the passage of a bill which shonld Iw of some value, 
would be unusually active, and it was thought that 
the bill prepared by Dr. H. B. Baker, of the Slate 
Board of llealth. was one on which the profession 
would unite. While this bill was not just such a 
one as we should lutve drawn up, we, nevertheless, 
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refrained from bAving another introduced wliicb 
might In anj wfty cause a division of effort. Dr. 
Baker's bill was, wo believe, duly inlrotlucod, but it 
met with opposition of i>uch a nature and from such 
•OUTCM M caused the doctor to stupend all efforts 
to <?f»rurn its p;!.>5<5fiirr. It is, therefore, practically 
out of the question entirely. There ia another bill 
before the legislature but we have not seen a draft 
nf it. It !■< much to be regretted tliat T")r. Biki r 
haa seeo fit to let his bill drop. Perhaps bad it 
been suspected that it was to be allowed thus to 
die, efforts of nn active nature might have been in- 
stituted for ;» bill equally stringent. It was the hope 
of many, eugeudered by the very considerable success 
before the last l^lslalurc, that the passage of such a 
bill wmdd be secured at this sof^^sion. Wel)elieve that 
evcuU as they have transpired since tlie aeasion of 
1881 have had a salutary tnfltienee on the public 
mind, cducitf inp: It fr> the necessity of legislative 
control of the important interests in the hands of 
practltionen of medicine. 



Mbn Widwivbs.— Two oenturies afo, aeoording 

to an address recently tirlivorcd at the Cniver- 
aity of Edinburgh, men midwlves were an inuova- 
tion In Great Britain. It was deemed immodest Ivjr 
ni.iny to employ them and so furious was tin; np- 
poeiliOQ in some places, that it was not safe for a 
man to be Itnown as a man midwife. The following 
ijuotation from Dr. Avtling's History of Enj^lisli 
M.idwives illustrates the popular sentiment. Dr. 
Willoughby, whose daughter was an, expert mid- 
wife, says: In Middlesex, aooo 1685. my daughter, 
with my assi.stance, delivered Sir Tcnnebs Evank's 
lady of a living daughter. All the morniug my 
daughter was much troubled, and told me that she 
foarcd that vf l)irth woulil cninf by ye buttocks. 
About seven of the clock that right labour ap- 
proached. At my daughter's request, unknown to 
ye !ady. I crept into the rhitmhf r upnn my bunds 
and knees, and returned, and it was not perceived' 
by ye lady. Hy daughter followed me. and I being 
(!♦'(•.'] vi'd through hast to go away, said it was ye 
head, but shee affirmed to the contrary, however, if 
it sikould prove ye buttocks, that shee knew how to 
deliver b^. Her httsband's great Oliverian power, 
with some rash oxpressiou'; (hiit he uttered, flowing 
too uuhandftomely froni his nimith, dismayed my 
daughter. Shee could not b*' (loicied until I crept 
privately again, thp spcond iiin<' iutn ye ''liambcr, 
and then I found her words true. 1 willed her to 
bring down a foot, the which shee soon did, but 
being much disquieted with fear of ensuing danger, 
shee prayed me to carry on ye rest of ye work." 



Et-CALvrxcs Qium^UMi in DiruTafiRiA.— Dr. 
Gibbs, of New nymouth. New Zealand, contributes 
to the Luncet his experience in the use of euciilyplus 
in the treatment of diphtbcriii. Hi.^ plan is to place 
the leuvcH in a tub beside the bed and to pour on 
them boiling water, repeating the process every half 



hour, so that the room may be kept permeated with 
the disinfecting steam. In addiuoo the only treat- 
ment employf'd wfm mopping the throat every eight 
hours with a dilute iiuiution of pcrchlorido of iruu 
in glycerine and covering the pharynx with powdered 
I ^nlpliiir. Of thirty-seven cjisom t?iMi trcifrrl none 
died. Where only one child is sick, make a teat 
with a sheet over the bed so as to enclose the patient 
and rr tain the stenm, find lie ^.ays it wonderful how 
the swelling and pain subside. That the epidemic 
in which bis eases ooeurred was a severe one, is 
atti-stod by tlif nuiiKTous dculhs whit h orrurred in 
the practice of those who employed other means of 
treatment. The plan has dmpUcity to commend it 
and may be eDtrusted to an ordinary attendant. 

PoRniDOE AND MiLK. — la the course of ii recent 
lecture on the establishment and maintenance of 
brain health. Dr. .1. B.itit y Tukc, tlic rerunvcd Eng- 
lish alienist, maintained that every child's future 
hbtory was conditioned on the food it got and on its 
snrronndings. Much depended on the stnfn nf the 
mother's health while she suckled it, and in order to 
her proper Integrity in tMs regard she must be well 
fed. Ill- bclit vcd timt with tlic improvement of 
wages among the working clashes in Scotland, for 
instance, the palattUlfty of food was being im- 
proved at the expense of its nutritive property. Tea 
and brend are very inferior substitutes for porridge 
;ind milk. Oat meal porridge and milk are a typi- 
cal food, containing all the necessary constitucnu> of 
food in the most perfect proportion". Wi iLdit for 
weight bread does not potuie&s an equal power of nu- 
trition with porridge. He advised all workingmen, 
whether thej' wr.rkeil in the work«hop. in tht ifTlrc 
or in the study, to feed Ihemtelvcs. their wives, and 
their children, at least once a day, en the most per- 
fect form (^f food which Ood has given them— por> 
ridge and milk. 

BoRoni.YrF.niDK Prni'iKNT OrTTTnAT,Mr\ - 
Dr. Uartridgc, of the Central Ophthalmic Hospital, 
London, speaks (Lancet) very encouragingly of this 
new antiseptic, from hi.*; somewhat hmiti d experi- 
ments with it, in purulent ophthalmia. Uis method 
of applying It Is to evert the eyelids and after clearing 
away all pus and secretion with cotton wool, to 
brush the mucous membrane with a 1:10 solution, 
taking care to introduce it well under the upper lid. 
This is repeated daily and in the interval the eyes 
and lids must !)«• bathed every hour with a 1 :40 
solution. When ouly ohc eye is affected, he pro- 
protects the sound eye by applying a piece of lint 
soaked in a'soltition of 1 :20 mid haiidui^ini^' it snugly. 
A 1:X0 solution dropj)ed inu» the eye i.s said to cause 
little or no amarUng. 

UoRiUMUVK SuauuATti; AS AN Amiskptic— The 
demand has been for an antiseptic at once efficient 

and either odorless or agreeable to the olfactories. 
Its odor has been the objection to p!irt)o!ic acid ami 
the same may be said of iodoform. Among those 
most likely U» fulfil these conditions is corrosive 
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sublimate. Koch found an a temilt of his experi- 
ments thut a solutiflu of I 1000 of this '<a\X w,i> very 
deslruclivc of bacilli. Tarnicr in his famous 
materofly hu.spitnl cnjoiasthat every attendaot shall 
on entering the rwm wash Hie bands and arins in a 
sohitlon of Ibis strengtli. A solution of 1:2000 is 
employed usj u vaginal injection aud the genitals arc 
freely bathed with it. He nttriliutes tbe immunity 
from puerperal '•Jf'ptirn mia in his institution, very 
largely to the cmpioymeut of Ibia plea.i>aut aoli- 
septic. 



JrlEDiciXE ASH LoKu LtFE.— Au analysld of the 
tenth census of the United States with especial 
reference to doctors of medicine shows tbat the 
number of doctors in 1S80 was 87,GT1, of whom 
2,432 were women. Of tbb number. 8.U97 were 
over sixty years of a^. This Is a better showing 
fluin is mrult' by any of the other occnpnt inns of 
men, the ciergy alone excepted. It corroborates 
that made by the profession In Eo^aud. It Is a 
somnwlial siirniflcunt fact, moreover, iliat the large&t 
percentage of aged physicians is found among those 
who have been prominent In their calling, the bnun 
work performed by these < vii1( ntly, as in the ca8<: of 
clergymen, being favorable to longevity. Among 
twenty English physicians whose ages were recently 
published, mnl ihu average of which was a fraction 
over 85 years, there was not one who had not at- 
tained prominence. Tbe conjoined physical and 
mttital exercise necessitated by the practice of medi* 
cine more than offsets the evils due to exposure and 
irregular hours. 



K ai.homtnin<( Fi.riD — Some of ( nr readrr* mny 
be interested about this season of the year in such in- 
formation as is given in the following, which we 
clip from the Weekly Drug News and Auk licnn 
Pharmacist, which commends it as a good kalsomin- 
ing fluid for walla: 

Wliite glue 1 pound. 

Wliitf zinc 10 p'^unds. 

Paris white 5 pounds. 

Water sufflclent. 

Soak the g!u(' over ni^^Iit in tlirce quarts of water, 
then add as much water again, and heat on a water 
bath till the glue is dissolved. In another pail put 
tbe two powders and pour ou hot water, stirring all 
tbe time, until the liquid appears like thick milk. 
Mingle the two liquids together, stir thoroughly, and 
apply to tbe wall with a whitewash tmish. 



SroNTAXEOcs Combustion ok Persianganatk 
or Potash Piixs. —We called attention in our issue 
of 26ih ult. to the fact tliat Drs. Ringer and ^lurrell 
hnd found the pcrmnn^nnnte of pntneh n valnablo 
salt in the treatment of auienorrhu:a. The use of it 
which has followed their recommendation has re- 
voalrd n rlanirt'r us'Sficiatrd with it?: mnnuf.irMm> 
into pills. When the czcipient employed to make 
it into a mass is glycerin, or other readily oxidised 
agents spontaneous eombustiott la liable to take 



I phioe. Mr. Marlindato (Lancet, January 18) has 

found the following to make an excipient which is 
. both effective and free from this danger: VascUoe 
I two parts, paraffin wax one part , melt, stir till cold 
and add kaolin three parts. Cocoa butter does not 
oxidize, but it is troublesome to handle and in lime 
reduces the perrauugsiuiitc. To ensure permanency 
Mr. M. says the pdl should lie coated with ssuid' 
, arach. Gelatine would, it seems to us, answer 
I equally well. 



The Xorth Aiiit-rii-ati Tit-vit-w for April i-^ w pecu- 
! liariy attractive number. The scriptural and U»e 
legal a.s{)ects of Divorce are presented respectiT^y 
by the Rev. Dr. Theodore D. Woolsey and Judge 
John A. Jamieson. Dr. P. Bender, a Canadian who 
I has studied to some purpose the political, social and 
economic conditions of his country, presents ' ' A 
Canadian View of Atmcvation." Senator Johtj A. 
Logan sets fciriii tlie uced which exists for ■ Na 
tlonal Aid to Pulj'ic Schools" in the several states 
and territories. The Rev. Dr. Howard Crncby 
j writes of "The Dangerous Claiises." meaning the 
I manipulators of corporation stocks and the men 
who, having nT7Ti««cd enormous wealth, use it for 
1 nefarious purposes. James C. Welling, President 
I of Columbus University, treats of "Race Educa. 
. tion." "The Water Supply of Cities" is discuHsed 
by Charles F. Wiogate. 'Ethical Systems" by Prof, 
F. H. Hedge, "Street Begging" by Rev. Dr. Charles 
F. Deems, and "Criticism and ( hrisiiunity'" by O. 
B. Frothingbam. Published at 80 Lafayette Piace. 
New York, and for sale by book.seHers generally. 

In his address to tbe graduating class o( the 
Atlanta Medical College Ex-Chief Justice Bleckley 

descanted as follows, in rhyme, OB the relation be> 

tween patience and patients: 

"if doctors have patience, pitieuts will come; 
8(»ne cannot have all, but they all may biive 

some ; ' 
' If patients have patience, 'tis safe to foretell 
Tbat twdve to tbe docen are sure to get well. 

Whoever Sfiys "iiatifiits" bus "prtdciice" to say: 
By name and by nature, in both there is pay. 
That like will cure like is the hint that peeps 
through : 

"Similia similibus curantur often is true." 

An acooDcheur's linei to an infant on it» flist 

birthday : 

Incarnate dream of that which is to be; 

Stupcndoua history of what has been: 
The miknown ptist and future meet in thee. 

Who shad record tliy destiny and when? 
What shall thy mission bet Wert thou forwamedf 

p.iy, wort thou welcome, or didst Hum arrive 
Unwished for, hated, till thy birthday dawned? 
I Such is the fate of some. Since thou art hero» 

Oh" pU'ad witb inothcrs tliat Wwy do not kill 
I The unborn infants .Nature bids them bear. . 

Bid love and life their mutual coune fulfill: 
I Bid life and love tbdr mutual burdens share. 
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According to a recent acldrew by Dr. King, a Mift- 
•ouri doctor eludilM Dover's powder u * "dlap* 
porefus," having alsn ft "«ooth5n eflfeot on the mu- 
cus membrane of Uie brain." Another gave his 
patient « little turpeotiiie her bowela were a little 
"gastric." Another bad a patient who had a "rheu- 
miatic worm in the joint eating up the asphaltum." 
A fourth told a female patient that ahe hadtheeasne 
troiiMc a-s Ikt fuihtr, vix. : "hitMnorrliiitre of the 
proetate gland." And a fifth, in explaining vicarious 
menetruation, said, "the blood is elopped iathe 
womb, and forced througli the fiUloplan tobes into 
the lungs." 

The Medical Ilccord in referring to the fact that 
Dr. .Jennie McCowan was elected president of the 
Scott Cotmty 3Iedical Society, Iowa, says: "This 
is, wc believe, thf first instance on record in wliich 
a woman has been elected to preside over a Liody 
of medical men." Wrong again, brother. A De- 
troit mediral 5?ocietv several years ago did itself the 
honor to elect a female first vice-president, and it 
was tbe custom of some of the younger members to 
regularly "Waylay the pn?^^iik'nt ou . nu'Ltini,' nij^lils 
and incapacitate him, for the sole purpose of getting 
the fair v.'p. into the Chair. Bhe was a good one, 
too. 

In n^ct-nt fifMrPss before tiie jrraflunfinp clnss 
of the University of Louisville, Dr. I'urvin ridicules 
tiM assumption of ffeuy Ward Beecher, in declaring 
in favor of the theory of evolution. Hr. Parvin re- 
pudiates the theory, holding that ii is "the negative 
of science, the negative of philosophy and the nega- 
tlvr of liberty." It may Ix' less assuiTiptlvc for Dr. 
Panrin to declare again.st the theory which has t)een 
so unanimously endorsed by leading scientists, than 
it is for Beecher to lare in favor of it. but we fall 
to distinguish the difference. 

Listen to the optimistic refrain of the Louisville 
Medical News: " We believe it will be conceded by 
all fatr-aodnded and well-informed observenof medi- 
cal pmprcps in America that at no previous period 
in our hiiitory htis the work of the colleges been so 
thorough and the graduate so well prepared to dis- 
charge the dutic?! of practical mcdii al life as at the 
pr^nt time." We believe that when our excellent 
friend penned this sentiment he was obfuscated with 
the i,'lamonr of the commencetiu iit exercises in 
which the fiowery Parvin delivered tlie address 
wbidi dealt the theory irf 'avtdntioa its death blow. 

The ungodly city of Clevehind has determined to 

institute weekly examinations of the inmates of its 
brotheU, and to send to a special hospital all soiled 
doves found to have notutions in the oontinnlty of 
their vaginal mucous lining. When we suggested 
this measure for this city some time ago we wore 
severely Uketi lu task by the conservators of our 
city's morals. It would, it was conceded, be a 
Errand thing for the physical beinj; of our youth, 
but the effect on morality which its apparent legal- 
isation of prostitution would have, wonld be very 
dliastiiooat 



The Western Medical Reporter suggests that in 
in which Iodoform is employed for certain 

purposes, the handa^'ins^ of a flnsrcr with a piece of 
mualin, on which- a little of the ointment of iodo- 
form has been smeand, is a good device for allaying 
any suspicion wliich the odor of the drui; may 
arouse. The Medical Record has no faith in it. It 
may do, says our astute contemporary, for the 
children of Light who populate the gretit west ; but 
the children of Darkness, as genenilly met with 
near the Atlantic coast, would look with »corn on so 
transparent a subtsrf ufs. 

A French lady asked Arago what comets are 

made of. "Madame, 1 do not know." replied the 
savant. "Then what is the use of being an Acade- 
mician T" "Madam, that I may be able to say I do 
not know." Anigo had probaldy read of Confucius, 
who said: "What we know, to know that we 
know it; what wa do not know, to know that we do 
not know It— this is knowledge." 

The Aasodation of Fhysicians of Munich, Ger- 
many, recently addressed a petition to the Fedcml 
Council, asking au extension of the necejssary period 
of study previous to entrance for exatnina'lon for 
the degree in medicine, from four to five year*. 
Those Tcutooa must lie singularly dull. Two years 
of six months each is aU the time tlie majority 
American oollsfes reqnire to tuni out a doctor. 

For a piece of transparent advertising palmed off 
under the head of news, we have yet to see anything 
quite eciual to that in the Marylnud Mc^lical .lournal 
of the lat Inst. Courtesy to an advertiser, either 
actual cr prospectiv*-, is quite commendable, but it 
doea not demand that deliberate misstatements 
should be made to the detriment of competitors. 
The puff referred to is, moreover, so veiy clumsily 
done as to make it doubly discreditnble. 

There are rumors of the incubation of a new New 
York Medical Society— one which shall acknowK 
edge the validity of the ethical bonds with which 
the American Medical Association grapples to its 
soul the outlying provinces, as It were. There is a 
very large element in Xew York whose mcmlK-rs 
desire to walk humbly l^fore the creator of the 
Code which forbids commerce with the unclean 
"imiKulafs." 

The Lancet reproduces the verdict of a coroner's 
jury in New South Wales. It will compart' very 
favorably with like declarations occasionally made ut 
' ' crowner's quests " la this country : We are of "A 

Pinion that the dcce''t met her death from violent 
iutirmation in the arm produest from unoan caws." 

Dr. Iliggins. of Penlield, Dl., reports to the Medi- 
cal Record, the case of a woman aged seventy-six 
who menstruates regularly. Her youngest child 
wjus born when wlieo slie wa.*? forty-six. Following 
this were seven years of irregular menstruation and 
manorrliagia, bat after that tlm fimdioo has been 
ngttlarly performed. 
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Bquibb's Epbcmerie is authority for the statemeot 
thftt Utter and mumow medldoeft are bett takm 

simply diluted with \r-ci\ w;itrr. A inoiilhft:! or two 
of icc-d water taken before and after the dose bluDts 
the sense of taate and tlie doae taken between then 
iu A wine-glaHsful of ioed water reodera it eaaliy 

taken hy mo't persons. 

Dr. U. W. Richardson in rccomm ending to 
atodeata tbe reading of biographies say^^, "a man 
wbo will bcfla at; n student to learn the lives of 
great men of the past, and will pass from one life to 
another regularly until bo has made as many of the 
great ooee of the past his bosom friends as he can, 
will at all times be mdes hi ndvnnce of otber men 
win.' hiiVL- made no such frit inlships." 

A "Good Templar 8 Sparkling Champagne which 
it was daimed contained nothing whleh wovdd 
inpbrintc, wns recently nnnlyzed nnd fotind to con- 
tain twenty -five per cent, of proof spirit. Inexor- 
able adenoe seems determined to allow ye templar 
no indttlgenoes. 

A half gla.ss of very hot wukr, taken inorning and 
evening is said to be an American panacea lately in- 
troduced into England as a "pick-me-up. " .It has 
been found especially valuable Is gout, rheumatism, 
indigestion, dyspepsia, elc.« as occurring in those 
whose bnuns arc habitually heavily taxed. 

"Tickerosis" is the name given a new disease 
which has developed. It affects the optic nenre and 

the sptnul cohimn and is caused by watrhing the 
tickers in the broker's offices. It b said to prevail 
eztenalTely In some cities. 

I^acilk Meilical and iStu-gicol Journal: "A Mo 
bile doctor i cccgDizes syptaUia entirely by the smell! 
Next!*' A Detroit doctor recognizes ?ma]l-i;ox by 
the smell, yea even before the eruption has appeared. 



Dangers tnm the IiOndlclons Vie of 4{alBliie. 

Ve C. BARLOW, H. D., BATON, ILL. 

Tlie article under the above heading in the last 

' issue of tlie ^IkT'TCai, A^k hn<! prompted me to srive 
some of my experience with the drugi ahK) some ob- 
serratioiiB in regard to the ludiscrtmloate use of it 
in this locality. S .uu times I think we, of the pru 
fciision, use (quinine extravagantly; but when I re- 
member the reckless use of it by the laity, and the 
immense doses given by muny of our reputable 
physicians, I am led to doubt the possibUity of its do- 
ing harm. The majority of farmers keep it on band 
constantly and uae it for nearly all their ailments. 
Tliey use it as a preventive of malarial fever, and al- j 
most iu variably for colds. X have heard a dozen of i 
them remark, within the past week, that quinine is 
tlie best remedy they can lake for n rnld . and many 
ot them believe they prevent sickness by giving it 
to each member of the funiiy, every two or ttiree 
daya, during a sickly aeaaon. Bo well do the laily 



understand that quinine will bo prescribed when 
they send for the doctor tbat they frequently bave 

munla^e of .slippery elm prepared as a vehicle iu 
which to administer the drug, and they are scarcely 
ever disappointed. The expfamatlon of this la quite 
intelliLnble: Malaria la the chief cause, or a eoinpli 
cation of disease in this locality, and a malarial 
element is distingidsliable in dmost all diseases 
which we have to treat. Prof. Yandell can And 
some consolation in the fact that malaria, in this 
section, gives rise to a kind of skin disease which in 
appearance resembles measles, and which is accom- 
panied by a remittent fever; w« prescribe quinine in 
this exantbem with invariubk success. We rcco^ 
nize a malarial clement in many cases of pneumonia 
atiil L'i\ e quinine in five ov six ^ruin (ii)«es every two 
or three hours for a day or two. after which we pro 
long the time and diminish the doae. Some of our 
physirtans prescribe it in large doses for it"? f4Cf!:itive 
influence in the first stage of pneumonia, as an 
abortive treatment; and from my limited ezperietkoe 
with this use of it I am inclined to tlie ojjiuion 
that it will frequently succeed. Of course all 
forma of malarial fever are treated with quinine. 
For chillawe usually prescribe six 5 grain doses, or, 
as some prefer, give (he thirty grains at a single 
dose; and if there is much congestion, an additional 
ten ifrains every two hours for the first < ii:hteeJi or 
twenty huurs; then give It in sma!l( r doses farther 
apart, us indicated. A friend ot mine informeil me 
that he gave a lady, who was suffering from a 
severe attack of congestive fever, forty grains at a 
dose, every two hours, until eiie had token ten 
doees. She made a good reooveiy, and there re- 
mained no injurious effe<"ts from the quinine. 
Typho malarial fever has been quite prevalent in 
tlds locality of late yeaia. In treating it we pre- 
scribe quinine as jileutifuliy as in ordinary nudarial 
fever during the tI^^t week. After this, wo give it 
in tonic doseti, cvccpt when the tempemture raacdies 
104" or more, when many of our physidana gire it 
in 8e<liitive do«t>s, with excellent results. 

I doubt, however, whether such doses are uniform 
ly free from danger. For Instance, I once treated 

a caf-"<' of piu unuinia willi ?edative dn^ef? of quinine 
with tlie fuilowiug result: Fatient had been sick 
nine days, and had a temperature of t05*. 1 gave 
large doses of quinine, which reduced the tempera 
ture to 102 and the pulse to about 80. In a few 
hours I was sent for in liaate, and found patient in 
a slate of collapse, which tcnatnated fatally in a 
few hours. I cannot my whether the quinine 
hastened this unhappy termination of this case or 
not, but it might have done it. Thia patient was 
nervous and eoriif! not sleep, nnd in my experience 
those ore the patients, if there are any, who cannot 
bear aedative doaea of quinine. 

. I once gave a little girl of three years about four 
grains of (jnininc every three hours during the 
night. Isext morning 1 found her in convulsions, 
which very nearly proved fatal; but from whidi 
TCCOveiy wat complete after aeveral daja. She 
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liM)i beea sick nine or ten days before I gave the 
qoinliw, and as {wtienti do not usually recover 
from such spvprf attacks of eclampsin which come 
on S4) late in the course of the disease, 1 thought it i 
powible (hal the medldae had eaused the attack. | 
T discoDtinuotl the (jiiiniuc jind there were no more : 
convulsions. But a mere suspicion of its hurtful , 
effects is not « valid arjpimeDt against such a Talua- I 
Lie remedy. Thr li:iKility of quinine to do liarni ' 
when prescribed for colds must be very small when [ 
we remember the estrsTagaat manner In which it j 
iti used for other eomplaiuts. We may indeed I 
doubt, except in rare ca^», its liability to do harm. 

The two cases eivea above are the only ones 
which have oocttnred in my practice In which I have | 
had the least reason to even suspect that quiniue 
bad a deleterious effect. I treated a case of puer- 
peral septicsBmla a short time afo in a very aerrous 
lady. Anotljcr phyv-irtitn «nw theeu^p with me, nnd 
it was bis opinion that quinine was contraindlcatcd . 
except in tonic doses, whldi we gave every four | 
hours for three day, when the temperature ran up , 
to 107^'. Large doses were now giveo with the 
effect of reducing the temperature to 96", after 
which piilient itiiproved rapidly and was dismissed 
from treatment in a few days. This was a case iu 
which quinine was thought to be Inadmissible, and 
the notion placed our patient's life in great danger. 

From experience and ohscrvation in this malarial 
region, I conclude that (luinine can hardly be given 
amiss. Tlie profession here regard it as a powcfful, 
and almost, if not entirely harmleas remedy. 



Qam^hot Woand of Stomach— Beeovery. 

B7 Dw B. COLLine, X. O,, ST. PKriR, MIHN. 

Daring the night of August 3t. ISSO, I was called 
out in the country to see a buy, tet. 13, who had re- I 
ceived :ui inj iry from a revolver fired at u distance 
of ten or 12 leet. Upon my arrival I found the fol- 
lowing state of affairs: On the day previous there 
had arrived :it the house, n yonn? ninn from the old 
country ; he had not been able to take his baggage | 
with him that day. so it was brought out the 81st. | 
')n reeeivinir it he commenced distributing the gifts I 
that Itad been sent by fheuds in Sweedeu to the ' 
people hewas stopping wilh,aud,as a consequence the I 
children were around where they ini'j;ht iret ;i view of I 
all that was taking place. The distribution fiatshed i 
he b^an to display some of his own worldly effects, I 
among which was a cheap "self cocking revolver." 
It carried a Xo. 44 cartridge, and, as the sequel 
shows it was a dangerous too) to have around. 
Puriog the exhibiti ni it was accidentally discharged 
nnd wounded the l>oy in ((uestii)n. The person that 
imd the rtjvulver, was sluudiog up, and the wounded 
boy was sitting down to the left facing him. About 

ten lenirs liad intervened between the time he was 
injured and the hour ol my visit. I found him 
suffering from shodc and in a stato of almcat com.. 
plate collapse. Then was just a tnoa of Ihe pulse 



at the wrist, vomiting of blood, thirst, and intense 
pain over the abdomen. Upon examination I found 

a wound 1 ! inrlie^ to the right of the 8th rib of the 
left side, and large enough to admit the end of my 
little linger. From the location of the wound and 
tlie respeetire positions uf tlie nnc with the revolver 
and the boy shot, 1 could not doubt that the stomach 
was wounded. To oonflrm this suspicion I gave'the 
boy a drink of water and turned him over on his 
face, when there was an escape of the fluid and 
pieces of clotted blood from the wound. The ron- 
dition of the patient led me to give an unfavorable 
prognosis, but to relieve him from tlie jiaiti and 
shock, I gave hyijodermic injections of morph. 
sulph. and brandy, and surroundiKl the patient with 
hot brick-? wrapped in moist wonllen cloths, etc. The 
vomiting and pain were considerably relieved before 
I left, but the condition of sbodc was still present. 
I had very little morphine with me and nothing but 
compressed tablets of Dover's powder to take its 
place. I directed the use of stimuhuits, etc . as 
\o\\^ a3 they wcri' indicated, and started for home 
expecting to bear of the boy's death at almost any 
time. 

Oo the 2d of September I was again sent for. and 

found the pnf ient sufferinsr frnin fjcueral peritonitis. 
The whole abdomen was swollen and tyrapauiUc. 
Pulse 140; temperature 104^. Tongue dry and 
coated. There was < <i!isideral)ic ]iain, witli occa- 
sional vomiting. The wound was glazed over with 
a browntoh exudate. , I administered foil doses of 
opium and tr. aconite, hot fomentations over the 
abdomen, and ordered un injection of milk and 
beef tea. I saw him again on the 8d. and found him 
wKhapnlMOf 110; temperature lOH; pain les^< and 
no vomiting. The injection ordered the day before 
had caused a free movement of bowels, and in 
the passage were found pieces of cloth and ( lotted 
blood. At ihii visit he com[>Iaiiied of pain in right 
hip, just below the crest of the ilium, which, from 
the situation of peraons at the time the rsvolvor was 
flrcd. I have no douht was caused by the huHet, 
which in all probability was lodgeil iu tliis portion 
of the pelvis. I could detect no crepitus, though 
there WHS marked tenderness. M\ opiniiin, was and 
still is. that, owing to the want of force, the ball 
simply entered the bone and remained there. The 
age of the puticnt was in hi** favor, as regards hi.s 
escape from a fracture. An older person wotild in . 
all probability have austained fractoro from a dml- 
lar ittjaiy. 

From thi'^ time on the .symptoms were all of the 
most favorable nature. Ilcrc I would say that all 
through all his trouble the patient helped himself. 
i^ettinL' up, i.fe . alone, sayini; tiiat it /^ave liim less 
paiu than when others tried to assist him. My at- 
tendance terminated the 8th of Septemb«r. 

During the winter of 18^2 the boy died of dipli- 
Iberia. No autopsy was held, as the parents ob> 
jected. 

This cMe la raportcd for the iteason that It belongs 
to a class that Is certainly not of overy-day occur- 
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ichm. It •Iflo demonstrated bow • favorabto tenni- 
nation occasionally follows symptomft that usually 
precede quite an opposite result. 



The Pr«giiotis ia Cliroiite Kidaej Dlseaaw. 

BT ORVILLE W.OWEN, M. D., I.ECTntin OH PBT- 
SIOLOOT, DETROIT ^EOK'AI. ( OI.l KOK. 

Usually the prognosis in chronic kidney diseases 
Is of decidedly too grave a chaneter. Leaving out 

of consideration Jicutc cliseaF^os of tho^o organs, we 
find chroDicity of long standing the rule, and not 
the exception. Let us tatie up eadi especial diseaae 
by itself, and note the period of time covered be- 
tween the recognition (for usually the disease has 
been piesent for some length of time before recog- 
nized as sucli.) and recoveiy or deatb. Chronic 
nephritis usually extends over a period of months or 
eTcn years. Dickersou in his work on albuminuria 
reeorda (pag0 85) a case lasting two years, with ttltU 
mate recovery. I have the rprords of two cases 
where the disease has lasted in one, three; in the 
other, one and one-half yean; and the patients are 
still alive. 

lioHman and Ultzman, in the American edition 
of their work, say (page 217): "The prognosis is 

not very favoniMe. There are. indcer!. casf»s in 
which, after years of a dropsical and albuminurious 
condition, recovery has taken place.** 

Dr. Win. nnlierls frriuiirj' a«id Henul Di.sej^sies, 
page -101,) says: "The usual period is from two to 
three years, but cases may end in six months or be 
protracted for four or five years. Exceptional in- 
stances have been recorded in which patients have 
survived ten years (Johnson 9t Kussniatil), and even 
fifteen (Bright) and twenty-three years (< )ppalger)." 

In granular degeneration, we find patients living 
from six luonlhs to twenty years (Dickin.son Ibid, 
page 127,). A case recently under my own observa- 
tion has been under treatment for SOme eight Of nine 
years, by diilcreut physicians. 

The lardaoeotts kidney (waxy or so-csllcd amyloid) 
ksi esi-pntiudy n rhrnnic disrnse. lasting for years as a 
rule, and patients usually die from i»ome complica- 
tion g. long, intestinal, etc. 

ivi.itx'fes mellitii-i though not n.<u;il'.v piiinarily a 
kidney disease is of a slow and chruuic character, 
extending over a period of years ranging from one 
to six or even eight. 

Dr. A. Meigs, of Philadelphia, (Sooth. Pract) 
says: "lu no ordinary uncomplicated case of 
Brigbt'e diteaae should a prognosis of speedy death 
or even of inrtirnhle di^easf he i;iveti. for I Ijave re- 
lated cases iu which the dii^ease waj* clironic. lasting 
more ttum two years and which ended in complete 
ri e ov ery. :ind others ill whldi the persou affected 
has lived years.*' 

My own observation has led me to the conclusion 
that a very cautious prognosis slxiuld be given in nil 
chronic diseases of the kidneys. A case illustrative 
of this mnj be <tf service: I was requested by a 



physician of this city to examine a qwdmen of 
urine for him and found albumen, 5-6 blood, 
and htrge numbers of hyaltoe and fibrin oasts, kid- 
ney epithetlom In large amount with some pus. The 
urine wa.s very dark-colored and putrid. After 
malung the examination in all its details. I reported 
"Bright's disease" and added that the patient would 
in all probability succumb to the uttaek in a very 
sikort period, of lime. I thought no more about tlie 
case for some months when I met the doctor mad 
asked him how long that patient llv^? "Lived!" 
"Why, doctor he is alive now, and can do more 
work than you can." 1 have bccumu very cautious 
dnoe pronouncing any disease of the kidney fatal la 
a civf-n period of time uide<s V>o(li kidney? nre 
aScctcd, which neccessarily in the above case could 
not have been, 
morinvoidat. 



Chickon-Pox in the .\diilt. 

BY C. G. IJA\|S, M. I)., MII.KOUl), .MICH. 

In the M£D1CAL Aoe of February 10, and also in 
a previous issue, I saw articles which tend to show 

th it it i<5 next to impossible for adults to have 
chicken-pox. Now comes an article from Dr. 
Root, of Monroe, which contradicts the statement. 
I also wish t'l iml In my evidence in eunfirtnation 
of Dr. Root's experience while the matter is being 
discussed, because T believe it to be a not unconunon 
occurrence. 

Nine years ago this spring my children (four in 
number) all had chicken pox. About ten days nfter 
their recovery I was taken sick myself, not knowing 
the first day what the trouble wa«, until the next 
morning, when I discovered tlie eniptiuu beginning 
to make its appearance : during; the day came 
! out very profusely all over my Ixxly and limbs. I 
' counteii over one hundred well detined papuloa on 
my face, and they were nearly as thick on my body. 
I I wa" quite sick the first two dr.ys, lint tbev fd' 
aborted during the second and third day and oa the 
fourth I was out again. There could not have been 
the slightest doubt aboni i!s beini: varicella, as there- 
had been uo cases of small pox or varioloid anywhere 
near for several years. Another uncommon' 
thing about it was, that it was the second attack, as 
my mother, who is yet living, says she is positive 1 
had it when altout one year old, 

I for one know tbatadnlts can have varicella, and 
I believe such cases are mere frequent tlinn rettrtin 
doctors, that are quoted as high uutburiiy, will ad- 
mit, and more frequent than they know of, as such 
casual nrc not uQtially reported unless a discuMion 
arises like the prtst-ui one. 



While the Louisvile Medical ^icws declares that 
medical education is more effective now than ever 

before, its local contemporary, the MeiHeal Herald, 
holds that facts "show plainly enough that medical 
honors are too easy" la that city. 
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Philadblphia £iiterpbi8K.— llcporter and Pub- 
lisher MUler takes ezceptloa to our seleetloo of his 

c«.He to arlorn our tale of Philadelphia Enterprise, in 
•>iil i8.suc nf 10th uU. Uc asks our publisher to re- 
quest us to publish, as a matter of justice, his com- 
iiiunication on the subject under date of M;ir( !i lOtb. 
We have received no letter under thU date, tlic only 
two with which we have been favuruU lH:iug one 
without date and another dated March lltb. As 
'uri- have no dt'sirc to ilo Dr. AfilliT niiy injnstirf we 
reproduce herewith hia two communicatioas, and in 
Older that they may appear more clear we pabliah 
also the notes from Professor DaCosta which called 
them forth. Perhaps these letters miiy sufficiently 
loterest our readers to warrant the space which they 
■jccupy : 

DsAB Doctor— A copy of Aob of February iOth 
Just to baud. Have looked up the lecture referred 
to by you, in my note-book and find that it stands 
under DaCotta'.s name. It was delivered four or 
live years ago and DaCosta has probably forgotten 
that Ik; delivi^ed it. We arc all, of course, liable to 
be in error, but I think that my note-book Is more 
accurate than DaCosta's memory. 

I send you a copy of The American Practice by 
ihis mail. Could you not rfview it in the AfiK for 
.March 10th? Please state in your review that the 
price is 1^.00 in cloth aud ffi tio in sheep, tin il iliat 
it is only for sale by the publisher, 8. M. Miller, 
box 1918, PbHiidclphia, Fa. Write a notice that 
will make It sell. 

Please send the Aok to me regularly and be kind 
tfoough to request Mr nav!« to let mc luivc his t>pst 
cash rale for one year for page faciug first of read- 
ing matter. Truly, 

S. M. MlLt^RR. 



FKiusSknaa, March II, Itvsi. 

Dhab Sir: Replying to your communication of 
March 7th. 

You are doing us a grave injustice In thus ques. 



tioriiii": the hunehty of our dealings witli you in the 
past. 

During the years 1877 and 1878 we took notes of . 
almost every clinical lecture delivered in this city 
and New Voi k city. Since that time we have not 

taken any i.oius. 

We di<i not put any name at the head of the notes 
of a lecture, but all Da Costa's lectures were in one 
note book, all Pepper's in another.- and so on. Al. 
though the greatest care was always taken in copy- 
ing out each lecture to ascribe it to it.'* proper 
author, il is possible, although not at all probable, 
that one of Pepper's lectures might have been taken 
in the Da C'osta note book, or viee term. Everyone 
ia liable to error of this kind. 
We know and can prove that Da Costa ^liTered 
' a scries of lectures on "Piounil EfTn.^-ionti," some 
■ years aijo at the Pennsylvania Hospital aud to the 
lic^t of our iiiiowleilije tlic Icclurcs contained in the 
Mkokm, AoE of February 10th and 25th weru by 
Da Costa. 

Da Costa has a motive in thus denying the 
authentlelty of the reports. He has done it before 

and has been shut up. Ellerslio Wallace trie<l the 
same dodge without success. You do not under- 
stand the [Kcnjiiaritie,-. of some of o)ir physicians 
here, or you would not make the sweeping assertionii 
I contained in your favor of the 7th. 
' Da Costa lias been all along trying to limit the 
' takine of notes on his lectures to one stenographer, 
: «. e.. Dr. Frank Woodbury, and the publication >>{ 
such note to OTIC journal, viz., the Medical aud 
8ur{:ir.Hl Hcj>orter. We took all llie notes we 
wasted on liis lectures withput his knowledge at the 
direction of editors of other journals, and the emi* 
mmt diagnosLiciaa 8 rage was such when he saw the 
lectures published in other journals that he gave 
orders tr< have 11* debarred from attending hfs clinics, 
and thretitened m with kgal proceedings, etc., etc. 
We hold letters from him bearing directly on this 
' matter. This is but a faint outline sketch of the 
lively times whuA we had here. Another item— 
fiartholow gave us the manuscript of his introduc 
tory address at Jefferson Medical College for pub- 
llcatioo In the MeiUcal ReoonL No seoiier had it 
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a|)|)4'!ir( (i lhan Waliaoe. the dean, iiud Gardt tte, llic 
president of the College publicly, announced it to be 
a garbled wd fulw report. Mr. Wm. Wood bira- 
telfcwiie on ben with the mftiiiMeripW and de- 
manded a public apoloiify. whieb wts reluctaolly 
;.'ivt ti. This is ull pa«i iind <:r,np now; we no longer 
rcporl lecUirers, but it seems from Da Co&tn's cor- 
respondencs that there are still some living embers 
of the old conflagration. 

About the other matter— "furoishinjj sHnio 
original lectures to the other journals" we know 
nothing until you specify some particular instance 
and so ciKiblc us toi-\umine into fhi' ciisc fully. We 
have uevtr knowingly allowed the same ieclurc to 
be used twice, our invariable custom has been to 
tear up notes as sood as they have been copied 
once. 

Wc are ftorry to intrude to such an extent upon 

i.our time, but we feel compelled to justify ourselves 
n the Ug^t of our stau nu iits. 

Very respectfully, 

Samublm. Miliar. 



PBlLAlunjmA, tno Walnut strwt. Tlsbruary 15, 1883. 
Mt Deau Sin— Th(! coiwes of ihf Mkdicai, Age 
you sent have reached me. I can only say tbat I 
think in the article with which my name is con- 
nected you have lieen imposed upon. I do not re- 
effect ever to have aeen the caie or delivered any 
audi lecture at any time 

Very truly yours, 

J. M. DaCoara. 



Pbilabclpom, 1700 Waiaafe street. Kardi 8. 1890. 

My Dkaii Stu — T have received from you copies 
of No. 4 of tlic >Ii:iH( XL AoE contftiuin.^ ;ui article 
on F'lcurul Kffusion liltributed to mc 1 can only 
say that you have been again imposed upon. I 
nevw eaw an^ of these ca.<ics and know nothing of 
them, I think it would be just to publish my 
denial, and certainly not to print any further com- 
municaUons' until I had been ii<<k( d about them. 

Very truly yours, 

J. U. DACoata. 



The following from Dr. C. Honri Leonard 
has also a bearing on the case: "I see in a 

late issue of the Age, a paragraph on the 
Pbiladephia Miller, of publishing fume. I 
would also add to the imposition there narrated, 
that of furtiisliini; your columns with a three-page 
lecl'trc from Prof. Agm/w, in w recent j'jsut' of your 
journal, that was,verbuUm,lhe same as lit; (uruished 
me for my journal (Leonard's Illustrated Medical) 
three year? njo. 1 p:ud him fully for the mm- 
tuunication then, yet be has had the check to palm 
that off as original upon you." 



The New York CoPF. —In tlic face of the fact 
that the American Medical Association had refund 
to recognise its delates, the New Tork Medical 
Bociety jnct in Ft hrutirv iind re afflrmed the position 
which it has taken on Uie question of ethics, and on 
account of which it bad been unceremoniously 
bounced from the pmrent fold. Rcgardlefs of the 
merits of the case there is an element in human 
nature which compels admiration for the manly 
stand thus taken by our New York brethren. We 
should not liave thought well of them liad they 



taken the snubbing given thtmt tit SL Paul and re- 
turned cringing to lick the hand that <imole then:. 
Had they done otherwise than tUcy luive doac 
tb^ would have been held in conteiapt hj 
even those who do not endorse iluir new 
code. There is nothing which true men admitv 
more than the endurance of hardeUp tbroiuth 
devotion tn principle, nnd tlicre i-s nothini^ m->r«r 
: despicable than the time-serving policy which sur- 
I renders conviction to expediency. The import- 
' ant movement of the New York JIedit:il Society 
I should not have been decided on except as a result 
j of honest conviction and after careful deUberattw. 
: Without such conviction and deliberation its action 
I would have been a piece of despicable buncombe, 
and with such an incentive, to surrender would be 
but to declare itself a craven It may be argued thai 
bcinc: nmriiable to the American Me<n( al Associii- 
tion it stiouid have accepted the situation when ilo 
\ delegates were refused adofission at the St. Paul 
meetinsr, and have surrendered to thr> majority. Wf 
believe in majority rule but protest against any 
! tyranny on the part of the majority. Had the Aaeo- 
ciation received New York and ailowpd it a dispas- 
sionate hearing before passing judgement on il» 
action, the case would have presented a quite differ^ 
enl a^ltei t. Wln'li- the .Tiidieial Council, with its 
power of adjudicating without the right to appear 
from its decisions, may l>e a very salutary arrange- 
ment in many respects, its action in the case of the 
New York delegates at the last meeting of the As.9<> 
elation i<4 an illustration of the flagrant wrongs it ha«> 
the 1 .V ' : to perpetrate. The question involved was 
one of vital interest to the profession, not of New 
Vurk alone but of the nation, and to have had it dis- 
poeed of without bebate aad without a vote of 
the representatives of th<; profession as th< y wetv 
I present from the different states, was a great w roug, 
and bad our New>York brelfaren not resented It in 
precisely the manner they have, they would not 
have been worthy the profession of which they are 
' and will remain memben, Boo-repreoeotatlon ia the 
national aaaodation to the iMmtraiy notwitlustand* 
iog. 

It ia not our purpose to dlscUMi tiie merits of the 
I New York Code at this time or even to pronooncv 

I an opinion in roffard to it Wc desire merely tn re 
! ft r to llie fipirit in wliich it has been criticized by 
' some of our contemporaries, llut apirit has in 
many instanr t"? been a reflection on the toleratior. 
. and fair-mindedness of the regular medical prole:-' 
I sion. Prom quarterst coning from whicl^ tbey 
liave l)e< n u painful s'nrpri'^c, the efilieismp luiv- 
' been of such a personal nature as to l)e entirely un- 
I worthy the organs of a liberal and high-minded pro- 
fe.s>ii>u. The motiws of the framers and advr>cafe» 
of the code have b t n so coarsely impugned in th«ni. 
as to make it compromise of proper profeastonai 
dignity to even notice them, and the two journals io 
New York which have advocated the new departure 
have but increased the resp^ which their calm, dis- 
passionate discussion of it has created, by not deign- 
log to notice the Ui-natured personalities which bnre 
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Inen indutgcd in in lieu of argumeDt. Bccaaiewhen 
the matter wa^ pending they in an emphfttic mmoer I 
and in a legitimate spirit of controversy, discussed 
the defects of the old code and merits of the new, j 
tljoy were accusoil of lieing the tools of a coterie of 
New York specialists, and of advocating the 
change for sinister proposes. Now after the State j 
8od«t7 hu taken faoA action and when to oootioue | 
the discussion wf>Ti!d 'male, fiftt ftnd iin]ir'*fitn1>lc," 
a« well a* liable to irritate those of opposite views j 
wboee minds are tboroogbly made ap. they have let 
the matter drop, they are taunted witli !h in;; not at 
all "eotbaaiasiic" or "exuluuat ' orer ibe success 
which has attended their efforts, and are accused of | 
having their ardor darapt tu-d by the disapproval of 
the profession which from "the beginning has | 
placed only one estimate on the motives which have : 
actuated this movement," Exultation over a de- ' 
fcafed cmnhntnnt ia no longer regartled as either 
ne<!esj5ary or even pardonable among mco of finer i 
senaibllitifls. There was a time ia the history of 
the race when stuh fXiiifntion w!is quitr in ket'piti^, 
but we have outlived those days of antmutism and 
the quatittes wlileh are now r^ant do not tolerate 
IT and not to exnU is no longer regarded as by any 
nieaus an evidence uf practical defeat. 

It ia Tei7 modi to be regretted that the discnssion 
of this important qufstion .should have been marred, 
as it has been, by the intemperate language and 
ascription of motiTe to which we have referred. 
There is no such paucity of arguiin^uts against the i 
new code as makes it nesessary to go back of the | 
instrument itself (o impugn the motives of its advo- 
cates. Those wbo fail to discover Ihest arguments, 
or having discovered them thinli invcttive more 
coDvIoclDg than argument, are not properly qualified j 
for a part in the discussion. 



Electricity an KTroi.wicAi- Factor. — The 
(questions which duller aiouud the genesis of disease 
do not seem to be satisfactorily settled and scien* 
tific'illj- f onsidfTfd Hicv do not appuar susceptible 
of an absolute solution. Electricity as u therapeutic i 
Ngeiit in exteasiTely employed and its properties and 
usoi nro rnmpnrMlivcly wr-Il understood. Of courso | 
it is not this form of it lUut is meant when it is re- j 
ferred to as a factor in the causation of disease, but j 
rather the irenenil supply of it pervading the earth 
and the air which Is recogniased by the phrase free 
electricity. And the question In regard to this form 
is wliclhcr disturbance of its normal proportion—its j 
entire absence or its presence in increased quantity 
ta a factor in the production of disease. j 

Dr. G. A. Bitreehor, in the Pacific Medical j 
.and Sur;;ie;il Journal, for Fchniary, di>=rn««'.s this ' 
subject under the proposition: "What part may 
atmospheric electricity play in xymotic diseases?" 
But has rerfrcncc more particularly to so-called ' 
malaria. lie does not believe that the existence of i 
I qweiflc cause of matorious diseases has been 
dsAaitely demonatnitcd, but while not attacking the 



old doctrine he is couteul to broach and maintain 
another theory. 

As instfinees nf disturbed atmospheric electricity 
ho cites two well known facts recorded in Jiraitb- 
waite's Retroapect, vol. zz. pp. 860-861, where they 
are civen in support (if whii! was termed the 
"electrical theory" of cholera. These are as follows: 
During the epidemic of cholera in Paris in 1849, 
Andrnnd made daily e\])crinients with an electrical 
machine which ordinarily gave off lar^o and brilliant 
sparks. After the inrssion of the epidemic the 
sparks diminished in size and were obtained with 
more difficulty. This occurred through the inoiiths 
of April and May. When the mortality was at its 
greatest height on tbe 7th of .Tuae no sparks oould be 
produced, the machine being "dumb" as M. 
Audrand expresses it. On the morning of the 8th 
some feeble sparks re-appeared and Ibey gradually 
increased in intensity. TowLinls evening a storm 
announced that the electricity had reentered its 
domain. On the siz days foUowioi; the 8tb of June 
the cnnrfaHty in Parf«; fell from fiHT In ^55. 

The other fact is related by Dr. Kidd, of Limerick. 
While tbe cholem was raiting In that dty a large 
magnet capable of snstainini^ seventy pound was 
watched daily. No variation took place in it. On 
tbe appearance of the epidemic In Dublin a hundred 
miles east and having disappeared from Limerick 
tbe magnet suddenly lost almost all its power 

In Tlew of these facts Dr. Sprecbor asks in refer- 
ence to tbe protective value of certain trees against . 
malaria, especially the eticnlyptus: Do !he«?e trees 
absorb a poison, strain out uoxioiis gases, kill a 
germ, or do they insulate electrically the protected 
vicinage? Or do they change and divert f urronts of 
air <»r currents of electricity? Why is the euciU- 
yptiis more effectltre than other treest It is because 
it i'5 a irreater nbsnrber of moisture <ir do its resins 
have a germicidal effect? Or do its resins act as 
electric insulatorst 

In reference lo a pwrson moving over damp or 
llly-draincd land which acts as a conductor to 
electricity and tbe atmosphere of which is in a 
negative condition he asks: Does this process 
render him liable to become a prey to a poi.son or a 
germ or does this loss of the elec tric fluid constitute 
or produce the disease? Is this condition of 
electrical deprivation the pnluda! state? 

These are iotcre»iiug queiies. The inquiriug 
mind is not fully satisfied with tbe explanallon of 
the canw? of fli«ea«e a-? nffnrdcd by theg*Tm tlieory. 
L uduubletliy the electrical conditions of the atmos- 
phere have much influence upon the well-being of 
humanity. It is possible that disturbances of 
electricity may engender disease. It seems likely 
that If certain belts of territory on the earth's surface 
■n-crc deprived of cleetriciiy hy some conjunction of 
physical forces beyond the ken of man, that epidemic 
diseases would arise. These belts might be movable 
and then the epidemic would l>e seen to travel as the 
belt of electrical deprivation changed. These forces 
might be of aucb a nature as to overcome the sup- 
posed influeooe of tbe railroads in eqaalldttg the 
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curronts of U-lluric electricity. In sucb caae it 
would seem plain that an epidemic could not be «t- 
tributcd solely to the electrical disturbances, but 
■would have to be •I'^f-riljed to some otlior morbific 
condiUoa. It would remun. however, that general 
diBtarbuum of electricity extends of«r a large 
scope of country would constititte a factor of 
etiology, but it is left to be detertoined whether the 
electriOMl condition off tlw elr of locallttoB cnten m 
AO etemenl of eamelion into each case of ^laeaee. 



Cremation and Inhumation. — The announce- 
ment of the lormatiott of a cremation society in Obi- 
i^ugo, with a cqrital stodc of $100,000, will have the 
effect of exciting renewed interest in the question of 
the comparative merits of burning and burial as 
means of disposing of the inanimate htunan body. 
The question of cremation has repeatedly come up 
during the past quarter of a century, but though it 
has pressed hard for a solution, it hns received the 
thoughtful, practical attt^ntion of but a few. There 
!H so vcr} much in its surrouodings calculated to ap- ' 
peal to sentiment instead of t&uiOD, that the minds 
of tlie mmmfff. always mora under the eway of the 
former than govcrnttl by the latter, have not been 
able or disposed to perfectly dissociate it and to re- 1 
gard tt as a ecienttflc question, or to view it from a | 
utilitarian er HLinltiiriau standpoint. The associa- 
lioos which have through the custom of so many 
centuries elostered round the Christian grave, so ap- 
peal Uj tht* dearest and must sacred scDtimenls of the 
human heart, tliat it is well-nigh a sacrilege in many 
minds to speak of introducing a substitute for that 
grave. Burning is, also, such a painful accident, ' 
that it is difTlctilt or wclt-nlgh impossible to disriRso 
ciatc its effect uu the dead, insensate body from the 
poignancy of its tortova on the living, sentient tb- | 

^tic, nnd the tinthtnking masse? cannot contemplate 
the substitution of a process which accomplishes in 
a few hours rimply what inhunution takes a oen- 
lury III cfTc'ct, viz , the inevila'tlc resolution r.f the I 
body into its original elements. The association of 
ftruel flames with the renuins of the loTed one is re- | 
volting, and more particularly to the many ([lerbaps I 
the msjoriiy of ChristiBU people) who still believe 
in tlie existence, present or prospective, somewhere, • 
of a literal, fiery hCil. The age of a custom, more- 
over, has a very potent infiuencc. and earth-burial I 
IS not the only cusitom the strongest argument | 
against the abolishment of which, is the fact that it 
has come down to tis covered with the mospps of 
the centuries. Burning is again regarded a& a , 
heathenldi mode of disposing of the dMd, and is on 
this account obnoxious to Christian <^ntiraent. Al- 
though the scriptures are silent as regards express 
iastrootiona for the disposal of the dead, the records 
•ihowthat the Jews, amonj; the ancient people, prac- 
ticed earth-burial, while among the Qreeks and 
Romans and other ciyiliaed nations tlie funeral pyre 
took the place of the grave. With the advent of ' 
Christianity, the zeal of the proselytes displayed I 
ttself in a similar revolt sgainstall pagan customs, to ' 



that in wkiuh pro^jtcatant zealots signified their lack 
of sympathy with papal Institutions, and whldi for 
several centuries deprived the churches of the 
reformation of the tnily humanizing and elevating' 
inHucnce of the iiru, of which the mother church 
was so largely the repository. Gentiles who had pre 
vionsly burned their dead.regardingthe pyre as adis 
tinctively heathenish institution, abandoned it for tint 
pnetfoo whleh obtafaied among the Jews, and thot 
with no hlfrher authority than prejudice, as far as tht 
records show, inhumation became so ihorouj^hly the 
practice of the Chrlsthm church as to have oome to 
be regarded by many as an ess^-ntlal institutioo. 
Esrth-burial was furthermore encouraged by the i 
lief in the resurrection of the material hody wUck j 
characterized the early ehurch. 

There arc other causes which have aided in foster 
ing earth-burial in clTilized and christianized coun 
tries, but those mentioned have been the most effec 
live. An analysis of them will show how utter' 
unworthy they arc when viewed in the light of ad 
vanced thought, and in the light of that law of ttu 
higher civilization whii h provides for the greatest 
good to the greatest number. They are very largely 
merely sentimental. Sentiment is one of tlie beanti 
ful flowers of the human heart, hut it is largfly .-t 
thing of cultivatiou, and thi» cultivation may be at 
the expenae of interests which are literally vitaL If 
it can l)e shown that inhumation, as a mean.s of db 
posing of the dead, is objectionable on saaitar\ 
grounds. It is the part Of the true philanthropist to 
cast about for other means free from these objec- 
tions. Is inhumation objectionable on these ground? : 
We deem It quite superfluous to disctiss this qucs 
tiou. riiere is not a state board of health in tbt 
eouulrj- whose attention has not iKicn attracted to it. 
aud iu ou instance has an investigation failed to fur 
Dish abundant and incontrovertible testimony in 
support of the nftinnalive. The record of dysenterA . 
typhoid fever, diphtheria, etc., traceable to th< 
pc^utiOB of wells and springs hi the neighboilMKHi 
of burial grounds, i.^ enou^?h to cstahlish the inepbilic 
influence of decomposing animal matter. And it ii 
only in a comparatively few Instances that the causr 
can be directly lrace(l, the means of determining 
the evils of tiu> drcumposition of the millions of 
dead, being inadequate. The evils in densely popu 
lated countries must be of frightful enormity. A 
few figures from "Social Notes" by Mr. W. Cane 
Thomas will give some conception of what thes* 
may be. The registered deaths in Great BriUun am! 
Ireland for 187 f were ri91t,7f7. Taking this a« 
appru.\imate auuuul murtalily aud ullowiog tcL 
years for the decomposition of tlie soft parts, anii 
we have 7,000,000 of fe^ierin^' human hod i<»9 con- 
stantly sending oil their ettluvia to contaminate the 
atmosphere or sending down the products of their 
decomposition to pollute the sources of water supph 
in that country. But great as are the dangers asso 
chited with inhumation and due to deoompositlou. 
they are indefinitely increased when we con.^idcr 
them in the light of the germ theory of contagious 
diisiaes. If, indeed, this tlieory he troei, al} hope of 
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i-radicatiug such diseases as have their origin in 
specific genods wbleh Are oommttBlcAted from t>ody 
to body must be abandoned. The cnitn cntomhed 
with the £gypti&D mummies sprouted into life when 
placed in aulbiblA wil after fbrtj centuries, and we 
h ive nn cvidi'Dco to show that the germs of dist'ase 
are not equally tenacious of vitality; the weight of 
evidence, Indeed, ahows that they ftre not less bo. 
T\m bcinj; so, what vast stores of the germs of yel- 
low fever, Asiatic cholera, small-pox, diphtheria, 
scailet fever, etc., we have accumulated and are still 
liccumulatiog in our grave-ywds u a legacy for pos- 
terltv ? In the eonrse of events growth of cities, de- 
iimnds of improvement, etc., the disinterment of re- 
mains of tbe deputed and the breaking up of ceme- 
teries is constantly goinp on. Who, therefore, can 
tell bow many of the mysterious "viiiitalioas of 
PMvidenee" are not tnceftMe to radi souToeY But 
such fUsintermcnts and breaking up are not neces- 
sary to set free these germs. They ore constantly 
peimeetlng the soil end flnding thdr way out to 
create- frosli centres for the generation of endemic 
and epidemics. It is customary for those who hold 
to tbe non'OOntagioua nature of certain disease to 
argue their apparently spontBDCous t)rigiu in com- 
munities, as evidence in support of th(<ir position. 
Huch argument is fallacious in the extreme, if we 
accept (and we cannot well reject it)thegenntbeory. 
The last ca'^e in sin ("ndernic of «-m:in-p<)X may have 
been laid Hway to decay, au<l no furtlicr appearance 
of the disease may show itself for years, but In time 
the germ, liheriited from the drrompooincr mass, 
finds its way into the atmosphere through the cover- 
ing of earth, or permeates tbe soil to Und an outlet 
iu some sprin^^ or wt-U, and thus gains an entrance 
iu the body of its unsuspecting victim 

The evils of inbutnation having been thus hinted 
ut we shall endeavor (o present the beneHts of crema- 
tion in our next. 

- ■ 

ToK Doctob's Dbeam.— The foiiowing ^but 
slightly altered) Is from Punch: 

I am mttiiiK' aloiio, by the suqtsfjr lire, wtth my pipe alli^t, 

now the «l»y Is done: 
Tbe vUlap is quiet, the wite^i asiMp, tiM chDd tai hiulh'd, 

and tlie deck atrtkes Onat 
Aad X think to mysdtiM I nad tlie If SMCAt Aoa. and I blcn 

my Ufr for tbe peace upstalm. 
T1»»t tbe burden** tore for the l»e«t of mwi, bui few van 

ilreiini wliat ii D'-vftor b«-ni"s: 
For herf I *!! at tin- clo-te iif ii ilnv, wliilrit olhcrs have 

counted tlivlr jirodt nini ^.'aiii, 
A.nd I have trieil AM tuuch us a utiiu can do. in my humble 

manner, to soften |>ain: 
Vwm warned tfaem all, la my learned war, ^ caraCul dl«t,aiHl 

talkadoftane. 

aod wbes Ihavspreaebed of rsRular meals Vr^ acajvelf 

had lime to Rwallov my own. 
1 waM walcpd lost nii^iit in niv ftr«t UinK *>leep, when I etawled 

to bed from my rounds dwl iM-nt, 
" Ah. tlte l><M'iiir H niltt^d:'' and they turned aod Bnored, as 
my tr»p went rattllnp down the Htn.vt ; ' 

» 

I wowed my oats, prrtty wild thfv were. In the reirular miin 

rn r .> !i, I lift' \vn^ fn-r, 
Kora Mtidical i^tuUent iHn'i a Saint, any more than your 

ovtbodffic Fbarlaael 



I Huppose I did what others have done, sincei the whirligiK 
round of foUy l>egan. 

AjkI thf Ignorant iileassurt-, I lov«d an a Uoy— I have pretty 

Well t ursril siniv I cunie to be inun. 
Hut still I T'-' all thrnu^ii t)ie mist of yearx and through the 

ji'_ir!als of rjn-uiory sti-al, 

Tba UiMUy voice of tiio lUnu old man who talked to iu ua* 

orthemaawbo heal. 
Of tbe aplaodld mtal&a la life for thoaa who atudr tk» 

■eteaoe (hat comes from God. 
Who buckles riw armor of Nsftura on, whobaM their brtaat 

and w ho kins tlir rL«l. 
&<j th<> b<jy ilisappt-an-d in lhi> fuilb of tllO nUMBt and the Oata 

wtre (kJweU, but i never forgot 
Tliere were few better thin^ in tbo WOlId tO dO tbaa 10 iooa 

all self In the doctor's lot 

So i left lile that IimI i«&emed mj dear, lo earn li crust that 
itkn't so cheap. 

And I bought a share of a practice h«'r«, to win my way, 

and to low nqr sleep: 
To beday and night at tbe book and call of man wbo all, 

aad wonaa wtao lie; 
Tokaowhow often the lasQslaltTo, and sae with ^flnenrtlw 

dear ones die; 

To Tx laiiK'imd to scorn ait a naa wbo IWIa, when Nature 
payis licr t«»rrlble debt; 

Togire a mother )i.-r nrst'boni^a amile, and laava tba afSa of 
the husband wet ; 

To face and brave tbe ROMlp aad Staff tliaS tiavsla abOttt 
tlirough a country town; 

To be throwti iu tito way of kyatarloBi strts, aad live all ter- 
rible ttcandals down; 

To study at ni^t la tlie papers hereof new iMaaaaa aad of 
human lUa; 

To work like a slave for a weary year, and then to l>e cursed 
wheal wot my taWst 

Upon my honor. we*fv aot too liarA on tlioaa wbo 

affonl to |>ay. 
For nolhitiK I've cured the widow and cliUd; fttr I 

watched till It p niirht turned day; 
I've eara<'<i the prav ers <<i t)ie i> x>[. thank Ood» aad I've 

boru the sntjeis of tin- pampcroil lieast, 

I've heard confe^ious and kept tbam aaf 0 as a saersd tfuat, 

like a righteous prlttsb 
To do my duty I never liava sworn, as efOisfs mnst do la this 

world of woe, 

But I've driven away to the bed of pain, tbnmgh dsya of 
rain through nighta of anow, 

««• 

\» here I Kit and I suioka my pipe, when the dartidoDa and 

Ibe wife's aiileep, 
I thiak of that brother-in ann* whorls 

Mora jthtng loud and deep : 
And I raad tlia MaaicutL Aoa aad I MnB it down, aad II 

I hear tatlw Bight that Hcream. 
or a wonmn who's crying for vengeaaeo! Baik! Ko, tlw 
isetlll: It's a Doctor's Dream. 



rvc 



C'ONHTIH.KTION l.\ THE ISK.VNT. — Dr. E. B. Mc. 

Cormick. Masonville. Ky.: In n ^ixuisi^ to tbe re- 
que.<it of Ur. J. .\ P«T8tIewait, of Tuikie, Mo , in 
your last issue, 1 will suggest that the doctor pre- 
scribe tbe following for hk patient: 

% UesiuK' p(»dophylti gr. iv. 

.Mcobolis ^ «s 

M Sig. Five lo icn droits, night and uiurniug, 
for a child one year old. 

If tlx re 'ndigestion, tr. nus vomica sbonld lie 
prcscrilKtl at the >ame time. 

Dr. Albert G. Craig. Vevay, Ind., writes: In 
response to the request for a cathartic for intents, 
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I would re comrm'nd Tlusliamrs r:i!dned magnesia, 
given in sjrup of rliubarb. k-raotmde, or water. It 
Is taBtelcM and effldent, acting promptly, witiioat 
injuring griping. 

Dr. T. r. ■Rfnt<r, of New York Im-- fmind a 
combioation of castor oil and glyeerioe of vcrj great 
Yftlne in the constipation of Infants. H« gives a 
miKturt- of n half tcji>poonful of tach at a dose. We 
notice that tbis ex(K'rieaoe conforms to tbat given 
by Mr -Wm. Soper in the Lancet. Hr. 8. regards 
::lycLTiri as peculiarl}' valuable througb its sulvt iit 
action ou tlie hardened masses which have accumu- 
lated. In cbionic constipation, hamorrboids and 
anffiuiia the combination baa done good service in his 
hands. 

Dr. Geo. II. Young, of liclfast, writes to the 
Lancet: A mlstnre. wbich is of an agreeable flavor 

anil ill wlii( h the nauseous smell of tbe oil la efllci- 
«ntly disguised, can be made thus: 

9 01. ricini 3 j 

01yoerin» 3 J 

Tr. anrantlt... *%zz 

Tr. Bcnr-L'n' "Iv 

Aqua' ciuuaiii. . ad § 88. 

This forms a beautiful emulsion, is easily taken 
by obildran. and la admlnialered at bedtime wilt pro- 
duce a gentle motion tho foilowinp mnrnirc'. In 
cases of habitual constipation, when tbis mixture is 
repeated for three or four nights, it brings about a 
regular morning moil'm. Tlio tincture of senega is 
used to emulsify tbe oil. and as the quantity em- 
ployed la small Ita aae can not be objectionable from 
« therapenUc point of Tlew. 



of such II imtnre, is almost incredible. There i? 
piobably no »tale institution which yields lietter re- 
tarns for the capital Invested tban does the State 
Board of Health. Tbe appreciable results have al- 
ready vastly more Oinn n'prud the stale for the out- 
lay since tbe organizaliun of this board, while those 
which have never come to the surface, in form ap- 
preciable to tbe i>e«iple, have been of inestimable 
value. The Michigan blatc Board of Ile&lth luki 
been a model for most of the boards organised in 
othtT sintes, and rrr iirnl^f d ahrorifl n<s oroupyin-j 
a prominent position among the leading orgtiniza- 
tioos of this nature wherever existing. Piecullarly 
foiiunntcin the origin:il ^eUolion of it-) scrretfiry 
and executive otlioer, the appotntpient^ by the gov- 
ernor of its members bave always been very judl^ous. 
It is an institution in which the riii/cns of this com- 
monwealth bave cause for just pride. Itisextremelj 
unfortunate that stich an institution should io any 
way be liable to be periodically disturbed, or its ei- 
istencp jfopurdized. by those po.<»«f»«ed of few or any 
of the 'iiiuliflcalions necessary to aiiprcciattj its in- 
estimable wortb. The siunc faith, tte fore expressed, 
forbids us, howqvpr. to l»< ]icvc tliat its interests will 
be permitted to suffer. We by no means claim that 
our State Board of Health ia all that it might be. It 
Is no ilisp.Tracjpmcnt of it to say that there is room 
for improvement. Let our legislature investigate 
for Its defects and devise means for remedying them. 
In tliis work wc vcnliiro to say none will be found 
more ready to cooperate than the board itself. To 
seek to abolish an essmtlal institution because lt« 
workings may be defective, before making an at- 
tempt to improve them, is unutterable folly. We 
hope the profession wilt rally to the support of tbe 
board In ite emergency. 



The Michigan Statb Boaiiij ok Hkai.th. — Re- 
form is in some minds a synonym for disturbance. 
Tbis statement flnd^ ample illustration in tbe bills , 
introduced at each session of our stale legislalate. j 
It sterns to Ik- (he settled conviotion of many rcpre- 
seniativess iu thai botly tbat they have U-en sent 
there to make a nolae, and they only await their op- 
portunity to affrafl atlenti'm Fnrtiinntily, the 
prcpondcraliag good sense of the body is an effectual 
safe-guard against tbe mischief which individual 
mcmiirrs would work in their effurli* at notoriety. 
We called attention some time ago to the effort to 
upset the present wise arrangement for providing 
for iiir -iii>ii!y of ili-iccIinLr rnatfrn! T .r our rolleges, 
au arraogcmcut, we repeat, which scarcely admitii 
of betterment We have faith in the Intelligence of 
the liclt^T portion of the legislature and thu.s have 
liilie fear that the demagogical effort to repeal the 
present anatomy act will be attended wltb even a 
mea.'iurc of success. 

.Vnotber illustration of the meddle8oraene<ss of our 
legblators, of the class referred to. ia afforded by 
the OMXMitlon to our State Board of Health. That 
any one posspsn'd (?f a sufficient amount of intt lli 
gence to secure an election to a slMle legnlalurc, 
should sedE to secure the abolition of an institution 



Dn. Parvin ajjd Evohtion — In referring to 
certain remarks on the theory of evolution, by Dr. 
Parvin in his address before the gradiuting class of 

tbe medical department of the University of Loui;: 
ville, we interpreted them hs implyinir tbat llif 
learned doctor repudiates the ibcorv. The follow- 
iug communication we venture to interpret as aa 
irrtimniion that our other interpretation wn«i n •' 
correct, und yet we are not altogether sure that we 
are not again to error: 

I.NDIAXAIH.l.ll*. lUrl , Mafctl 31. t>*fl. 

Df.au Dot Toit: — Please do uie the favor to pub 
li'^h the foliowiug quotatiou from the address to 
wbich vi>u have referred on page 113 of the Ai.R. I 
would Lkc} our renders to see what I did say, :iu<l 
then let thr in ;iccept or reject your interpretation of 
my language as may «cem to lliem juSt. 

Yours truly. 
THEornii.Ls Pauvix. 

"dn the other hand, Iti-st year a distinguished 
member of our profession, l>r. Coustantiu Janioi, 
for many years tbe assistant of the illnstrtuus Mageo 
die, after a long study on the subject impossible for 
Mr. BeechcT, states not only that Darwinism is false, 
l)ut ih:ii it is the negation of s( c, the negation af 
pUilosupby, and the negation of liberty. The asuer- 
tions. therefore, of the Brooklyn divioeafc not to be 
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acoepted as Um last words upon tbis ▼exed ques- 
tion' 

la order tbat our rsadeis may be sUtl better qnaH> 

fied to paas on the correctness of our inlcrprrlHtion, 
we take tbe Ubertj of supplementing tite above 
quotation with otbers from the ssme address: **Hr. 
Beecber, though unknown among the class of sci- 
entific investicrnfors, witlnnit reputation or tlie least 
autltoritj iu tlie hcicoiiiic vvuiki, a^^erts from the 
plRtform the truth of Darwinism, a theory which 
("Hn ncvf-r In- provt d uiul wliich pus'^ibly the twentieth 
century may class among the dciusioos of tbe nine- 
teenth/* "Doubtless some at yon remeaiber reading 
thai it was the conteniitlation lyf a statue of fin illus- 
triouii member of our profession which led Coleridge 
to this strong utterance as to the simian origin of 
the race: 'Look !it th-u lu ad of Cline, by Chantrey. 
l& that forehead, that uose, those temples and that 
cbln akin to the monkey tribe? No. nol To a 
nian of scnsiblity no argument could dispro\!'u tbe 
bestial theory so conTincingly as a quiet contempla- 
tion of that fine bust,' " "Surely the crown of your 
spiritual tnaobood will be aa?ed even la these dark 
days, when men are tracing our ancestry back 
through monkey and fish, and down into the slimy 
depths of tfMssa." 



Ok Pbbvxktion of Laceration ok thk FifUALG 
Perineum.— Mr. Alexander Duke. M. K. t^. C. P. 
L, Obstetric Physician to Dr. Steveons' Hospital, 
DobHo. remarks (British Medical Journal): "The 

bost preventive treatment of laceration tlmt I Imve 
found (and which I dare not claim as original, 
thongfa I Und oo notice of it in the text-books on 
midwifery,) is this: When T find tlu' liciiil fairly 
engaged iu the pelvis, and advauciag with each 
pain. 1 take my seat by the patient's bedside, and 
having lubricated my left thumb, or the two first 
tlogers of my right hand. 1 introduce cither into 
the vagina, and at the onset of a ])ain. draw back 
iljt' pt rinji^um flrmly, but gently, toward the coccyx, 
rulaxing tiie tension, gradually afi the paiti l(.:^i( iis 
till the next ensues, and so on till I can draw back 
th« perlnsftum with very slight etTort I thus tire 
out the mn^^rular stnirttjrc, and produce sufficient 
relaxation for tbe head to pass. 

"In most cases so treated there is no danger of tlie 
perinteuni. hut wbcn the pntiic nrch is nnrrnw, 
which can be easily determined, I take the addi- 
tional precaution of ralring the patient's left hip, 
and ^upp(jtlil)<^ it on a lianl pillow, while the 
shoulders arc kept low, fomenting tbe parts, using 
Inunction of lard or ▼aselin, and taking particulsr 
care to direct the head forward by pressure, with 
my left hand below the coccyx, or a finger in tbe 
rectum, leaving the jxjrinjeum untouched. It has 
always seemed anomalous to me that the periua}um 
should be expected to dilate on siir h sliorl notice, 
uamely, 'the process of txtenaiou," while dilatation 
of tlie OS and cervix occupy MUch a considerable 
time, even with the additional help of nature's 
hydrostatic dilator, viz.. the bag of waters. 



"The drawing back of the perinit um producG,^ no 
additional pain to tbe patient, as it is done during 
an uterine contraction, and I feel sure that If nurses 
and students were educated as to the proper way of 
preparing the perinteum previous to its distention 
with the presenting part, we should see and hoar 
less of hweratsd perineum." 



The MicnopHVTE ok Yellow FEV'En. — Dr. 
Carmonu dul Vdlu believes (British McdicalJouruul) 
tluit he has detected the microphyte characteristic <rf 
yellow fever, and proposes to name it pcronmporn 
luUa. The germs of the cryptogam arc found in 
the patienVs exetetions, and in the flid.ds of the or- 
gaaism. e^perially f!?r- blood and the sSfOUS dis- 
chari^ resulting from blislcca. Dr. Carmona 
del Yalle has also disooTetcd in the matter Tomited, 
besides spores, a large quantity of inycella of 
various colors, black predominating. The vomiio 
negro (black Tomit). according to this author, to due 
to the presence of these black mycelia; and the 
blood has no influence on tbe color. In urine he 
has obsCTved small, yellowish granules, which glTO 
birth to spores. If rabbits or dogs be injected with 
Ibis urine, they exhibit febrile symptoms, with In- 
crease of teooperulure. which last two or three days; 
and the urine of the animals under experiment pre. 
sents the same kind of granules as those ol)served in. 
that of yeUow fever patients. Animals which have 
once been subjected to in jectioa re^ the effects of 
a second. In order to render nn animal exempt 
from yellow fever, it is sufficient to inject into it 
a small quantity of distilled water containing the 
specific fiiniriis of the diselisc. The •jpores of the 
peron<Mpcra luUa are present in the urine of yellow 
fever patients for a length of time after their dis- 
covery. Their presence. Dr. Carmona del Valle be- 
lieves, is the reason why such patients arc not sub* 
ject to a second attack. To test the amount of 
danger of prophylactic inji c iion, Dr. Carmona del 
Vallc performed it on himself without any bad re- 
sult. Ilis urine, however, for some time contained 
the cimracteristlc granules. 



CoMMF.XTs ON THE CoDE. — Dr Alexander J, 
Stone, vice-president of tbe American Medical As- 
sociation and late president of the Minnesota State 

Medical Society, said in Ids pn-sidential addref»>: 

"The code, siucc its tinal adoption, has apparently 
been laid upon the shelf by the side of the family 
Hible, to be treated with almost ixn much rrvorenci-. 
to be read quite as seldom, and to be quoted only 
when Its provisions enable one to discipline a rival, or 
to exclude him from tbe benefits of professional 
affiliation. .V judicial consideratiou of the code 
forces a conclusion that much which it contains to 
gratuitous insult to the profession, and more. Is 
rather calculaN il tn anmsc than to impress with 
re.'spect the mind of the Idyman. There \& uol a 
clause or sentence in the first two articles which is 
not absolutely true; hut, should tlie self evident 
truths contained in Article 1 be held constantly be- 
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fore the pbysicUn, as if by nature be was a brute 
who It to lie lauitht the ordliiAty Uwt of homaiiity; 

a fool who must be taui^ht a wtqdom in thr man- 
agemeat of bi« patients which iostinct alone would 
ioeidcate; a knave who most be wlChheld from em- 
pirici^im; or a man willinul tin- instlocts of a gentle 
maa} Granted thai aten enter the ranks of the pro- 
fcevkm to whom the epithets of 'fool.* 'knave,' or 
'clown' apply, of what value are the platitudes con- 
oeming brotherly love, or to what good is a forma- 
lated code defining the relations of medical men to 
the public or to each olbert Among gentlemen 
such a code is unnecessary ; among pirates it only 
servuh to foster a cathauliug liostility; as between 
a gentleman and a pirate, any difficulty which may 
arise is not to lie satisfactorily settled liy a reference 
to any code, because the standpoints from which 
each look at matlen differ too widely— nor are the 
penalties which the code imposes such &s to deter 
a real rascal, nor is that uosoTereign t>ody, the med- 
ical profceaion, able to endtm Ita lawa rigoRMudy." 



A PfioososTir Stow lit Pneumonia.— Dr. J. B. 
Sullivan, of hiantoo, IDelilgan, contributes the fol- 
lowing: 

I have had considerable e.\|H'rieiite in the treat- 
ment of pneumonia, and have realized, as ereiy 
practitioner must, that It is a formfdaUe disease. 
I think I have delected a symptom which, when 
discovered, indicates an unfavorable prognosis, and 
the absence of whicb, Justifies a promise of rc- 
covery. I have relied on it for twenty years. In a 
case of typical pneumonia we have five sfasje^, viz., 
engorgement, red heptukation, gray hepatization, 
supporation and resolution. Dr. Stokes deseribss 
a stapc of arterial injection, before engorgement, but 
I am content with regarding this as the first stage. 
Engorsement la congestion of the pulmonary vessels. 
During red hepatlaation the lung has a dull reddish- 
brown tint, and In this stage the q>uta will reveal a 
breaking down of the lang substance. If sndi de- 
struction is taking place. The pleura almost in- 
variably participates in the inflammatory changes 
when the superficial portion of the parenchyma is 
affscted. When red hepatization luis existed for 
some days (as it usually does) the color becomes 
paler and whiter. Gray hepatization succeeds the 
red and ita occurrence may be detected by the odor 
of the sputa. It is at the onset of this sfnj^p that we 
have our sign. If the stage of red hepatization, as 
indicated in the clnraeterlstic reddish sputa, do not 
continue for at lca«t thirty hours the patient will 
die, ■ This has been my experieuce. Practical phy« 
sicfama make a note of It, and report your observa- 
tions In the AoB. 

Drt Tappi.no. — The only case oa record isrdatcd 
by Bit Astley Cooper, in his "Lectures,'* as follows: 
A surfH'on in a rotintry town called tipnn another 
surgeon, and said : "I am going to tap a woman 
to-tnorrow; periMpnyour yoong gentlenen would 
like to be present.'* As It wss an operation they 



, had never witnessed, they most readily accepted the 
t in^tatlon. They were shown into a room in which 

tiic patient wa« already prepared In tmdergo th< 
, operation, she sitting at one end, with her abdomen 
■ bare. The surgeon then taking bis trocar and 
cftuula. went to Nome diPtance, and walking n)- u-' 
. the patient, with the trocar presented, he charged. 
I as it were with a bayonet, and plunged it into the 
abdomen; then withdrawing the trocar with an air 
of triumph, it was witli no small chagrin he found 
not a drop of water escape. Still undismayed, 
however, he withdrew the canula. and again n-- 
newjng his attack, he a second time introduced the 
^ trocai iutu the abdomen: but wai> equally unfortu- 
nate as before, in finding that no water fdlowM. 
Wailing i f»'w momenta, he withdrew the canula. 
. and turning around to the gentlemen, he said, "lifou 
I may do her up?; by which he meant th^ n^t ap- 
ply the bandages. He then added, "This, gentlemec. 
! is an operation which you probably never saw be 
! fore, and wlildi most likdy you may never nee 
again TUs Is What wc Call the <qpenrtion of dry 
tapping." 

iNObrKiA. — Dr. Cochot (Journal de Mfcdicine de 
Paris, Medical Record) concludes a thesis on this 
I subject as follows: 

1. Inosite (muade augar)ia never met wiUi ia 
I normal urine. 

i %. Urine ooottdnh^ Inosite may also coalain 

albumen or ordinary plucose. In some cases, how 
ever, the glucose disappears entirely, and is replaced 
tor a time by Inorite, or nice tena. 
3. ThUb inosuria is not a wparate disease, but if & 
; symptom which may be met with in liright's disease 
t er diabetes. 

•I. Whenever we find inosite in the urine we have 
j to do with diabetes ur albuminuria. The patient 
1 exposed to the same dangers, and the effects of in- 
juries are equally grave. 
I 5. Since inosuria may supervene upon glyeo««uri» 
; it adds auulher dillicully to the diaguoHij; of the 
latter. For inosite does not turn the plane of polar 
ization. neither dcKs it give the chancteristic ctteml- 
cal reactions of glucose. 
'6. Inosuria la to be suspected when the urine, 
I boiled with Fcbling's solution, throws down a floe 
I culeot precipitate of a greenish color. But cer- 
I tainty is only oiitained by a thorough qaslltatiTv 
analy^s. 

7. It is of great importance to remember that n 
patient with inosuria is really the subject of Bright 
disease or diabetes, la view of the gravity of 
<^rations or of wounds in general in such patients. 

[ A DKLICIOU8 Fbaot.— At the annual meeting of 
the Alumni Association of the Medical College of | 

< Ohio on ttie evening of the 8th ult the members anJ 
Invited victima sat down and were regaled with Ihr 
following menu : 

Soup— Vermi-celli. mutton-broth, oatmeat-gruei, 
St IgnaUa's bean soup, pea soup <tlkallne reac- 
tion). 
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Fish — Cod, with oL morrhuoi a&lad, cat, with 
cftper sauce, dog-flsb, 8tar<ilih. 

Meats— Nutmog liver, amyloid kidnqr, fatty 
heftrt, spleen (ad libitum). 

Religlies — Pepsin, iogluvin, hydro-piper, mustard 
iplutefs), nit (Olmbm and Epsom), vinogar <ace- 
tmnopii). 

Wine and liquors — Vin. ferri, via. colcbici. V. \ 
aloes, V. antimoo, Uquor potaas. anen, gln-oeng. 

F'niita —Adam's fipplp*?. May apples, apples of 
•Sodom, apples of dittcord, apples of the eye. Nuta: 
arou. Brariliaa, botteniata^ attyeh. nuta Tom. 

Ic es— Cold cfaaa, canphor ioe, Ice (baf(» to the 
spine). 

Oonfoctfons— Sagar-coaled pilte, tamarinds, tropic 

fruit, clilor. potass. lozenges, bronchial tro<.-hcs. 

Drinks — 8age-lea, boue-set>tea, chamomile tea, 
whey, coffee, with glucose, sugar of nilk, sugar of 
lead, milk of assafoetida, coodeneed mill^ goat's 
milk, cowmlss, cream of tartar. 

Guests were waited on by experienced nurses. 



Bpfbot of Easly Rttptubb ow MrauuuinBs vst 

Duration ok L.vhoh — Dr. Albert .1. Oniii^, Veviiy, 
Ind. : Is labor protracted by early spontaaeous . 
raptors of the membranes T All our text-books on 
obstetrics I believe answer affirmatively. Leish- 
raan, one of our best authorities, speaking of the 
effect of early spontaneous rupture of the mem- 
bmneSp says: "And the result when that occurs is, 
as anyone know*. protra('te<l labor and increased 
risk to tliti cliiUL' My owo experience is, that the 
premature spontaneous rupture of the mombranea 
hastens labor, 1 hut the time is shortened, and that | 
there is no iacrcased risk to either mother or child, i 
I would like to know what haa been the obserratton | 
of the readers of the Ahk. Writers and authors , 
are too often simply compilers, euid accept as facts 
and copy the statementa of oihem without aaJBcleDt 
inveatigatlim. 



Death from !\.rK(TioN of a N.kvus witu a \ 
SoLunoK OF CoLORiDK OF Iboh.— The CMcago oor- 
reqwDdent of the MecUeal Timee reporta that one of 

the oldest surgeons in Chicago and a professor of j 
surgery in the veteran school, while conducting a 
clinic introduced a little patient who was suffering I 
from a n<evus of the face. After demonstrating the 
tuoaof to the cla.ss and dcKeribing the several modes 
of procedure be iojocttd a few drop^i of a solution of 
driofide of Iron. Immediately there waa a alight 
convulsion and the eliiid was dead. In a practice 
of thirty years the profcbsor had frequently resorted 
to thia procedure In such cases but never before had 
an acoidmt attended. 



Panooabt'h Cocgji Mixtt rk. — The following i 
formula, (Medical Bulletin) said to have originated 
with the late Prof. Panooast» of Philadelpbia. has 
the advantagie of oontalnlngno opium or morphine, i 



since many persona cannot lake either of these reint - 



dies without diaoomfoct: 
9 Wild eheiry baifc 

Senega .aa i vi 

Ipecacuanha 3 ij- 

Ezbaet of eonium gr. xv 

Water.q.s.,ft.(bydisplaoemettt)fl. Jvlij. 

Then add 

« Gin 5i. 



Componnd tlnet. of cardamom. ... {1. 

Two tcasp<;nnrul.'^ in Water constitute the usua'j 
dose to relieve cough. 

Dr. GooDBiiL'fl MizTimB or tkb Fomi Oato* 

RiDKH. — ^Tbe following is known as Dr. Goodell's 
ml.tture of the "four ohlorides^" which he prascrittea 



as au alterative Ionic: 

^ Hydrarg. btehlor gr. j«ij. 

Ij1<j. arsen. cblor J j. 

Acidi. hydrochlor. dil 

Tr. ferri. oUor it 5i]. 

Syr. zingib S ij. 

Aquic, ad ? vj. 



M. Sig. Two l*;aijpooiiiuls three times daily it. 
water, after meals. 



The Proceeilmgs narrates the following incideii' 
as happening in the court room of Biugbiimtou. 1l 
will interest all students of comparative anatomy 
The case in point was this: Mr, A sold a colt, a-v 
a gelding, to Mr. )A. , which colt had had hut one 
testicle removed, the other remaining within the 
cavity of the abdomen The veterinary sur^eoL 
who bad castrated the animal was sworn, and, on 
his croaa-examination, atated the followtng Interest- 
ing features in the anatomy of the h :>rse. ; Altorne; 
— What are the varicose veins and where are thev 
found? Witneas— I dont know, but I can teK 
where the bellicose veins arc. A. — Where are theyr 
W. — Close to the belly. A.— Where is the scrotum'- 
W. — I am not quite certain, but I think that it isthc 
fllm that covers teeth during infancy. A.— Hare 
you ever made any examinati-'n^ in flv abdomina 
region? W. — No; all of my txauimalions have 
been made in Broome County. A.— Tbat,ia anffi- 
cient 

The keeper of n young ladies' school in. Phila- 
delphia was receuily so cuavixiced that certain fou. 
odors which auddenly permeated her building wert- 
duc to scwcr ^ns that she declared a vacation, Th» 
plumber's search for the defective pipe or trap di^ 
closed a copious supply of Liroburger cheeae in the 
desks which, it appeared on further invc.stf jntion 
had been scattered about by several fair ones wh<' 
did not fed themaelvea equal to the examination 
which was about to come off, and who took this 
means of gaining a refpUe 

In a copy of the New Tacoma, W. T., L^^er. we 
obaerve that Dr. James Verooe» of tiiat city, "anr- 
prised bis friends'' by manying Ifisa Stella Plumb. 



Digitized by Google 



IHE MEDICAL AGE, 



100 

<»f olyrapla, the ceremony being performed »t the 
■^ovtrnmeut reservation where the doctor will in 
:"utiirt n >iili' The doctor was a graduate iu the 
1881 cl:i>.-i of the Michigan Colkirc of Medicinr Tt 
would at hiive surprutcd any of liis friends here liad 
he committed matrimony. What can have befallen 
nr stalwart friend that his getting married wai a 
■iuriirise? 

When one Urbana, Ohio, pbysiciaD accuses a pro- 
feeeioDal brother of kllliof a patient by an error In 

liagDosis which led him to tn ut small pox as 
mea«le«, the other retorts by fiaying that his accuser 
had caused death by somethlof worse than a 
blunder. Then the former consults a lawyer and so 
does the latter, and law suits arc instituted and 
«Tery one, especially of the lawyers aud scandal- 
mongers, is happy. How pleasant it la, for brethren 
to dwell together in harmony! 

The latest is tbf piintine of the Code of Ethii> on 
:ht' wrapping pajjer employed by druggists or 
doctors who dispense their own medicines. This is 
designed to familiarize the public with its duties to- 
wards the profession. 'Tis a grand scheme, and 
will, doubtieea, soon be followed by printing the 
moral law on wrapplnir. and other paper employed 
for the divers ends to which paper is applied. The 
people must be made moral, you know, as well be 
taught how they must treat the long*suffering doc- 
tor. 

Singular as it may seem, co-education of the sexes 
!n medldne does not woric racce8aftilly.at least such 

iia-H been the experience of several colleges during 
:he past two years. The Michigan College of Medl- 
<nne altandoned the attempts two year^ ago, the iloyal 
<.'ollege of Kingston after violent throes threw off 
'he ladies laft winter, aud now comes tho Chicago 
UomoBopatliic Medical College which will hereafter 
exelttde them. When homosopathy gives up the 
ittempt it will he uaelesa for any other school to 
iry. 

Dr. William H. Van Burcn died at his home ia 
Mew York on the 9Sth nit., at the age of 64. He 

".vaa proiniiicnt as a met.li(';il triir her and iis an opera- 
'.or, but is probably most familar to the profession 
'if the country, in connection with Van Buren and 
Kt'ves' text book on Geniti>-urinary Di^enscs. He 
was niatried to a daughter of the late Valentine 
Mott, who. with two married daughters, survives 
him to mourn bis loss. 

The Sanitary lusperlor of (llasgow report.s that of 
t<!^ properties, thu drains of which were oxaniiued 
iast year only st ven were found thoroughly tight 
sod etlicient, 22*J permitting the escape of sewer gas 
■nt" thi dwellings. It would be interci^ting to know 
vhai proportion of the drains of this city are 
tight. In the light of such knowledge the failure of 
•he eCTorts to rc-trirt diplithrria and scarlatina 
■.vould pri'buliiy ot a-c lu he ;i uiV'-lery. 

A book is aunounced under the name "Llomwo- 
patbic Tnatmentof CoDStipatioD." We have not 



seen a copy, and are somewhat curious to know bow 
nmilin »imHihu» viW tackle this bete noir of medi- 
cine. Our boma>opathic brethren (the Simon pureak 
herealwuls barf ].f en known to deliberately allow 
a patient to go a month without a passage. This is 
the only manner In wUch we have as yet known 
them to treat constipation. 

1*. S. Craiit, when ;i-;ki'd tn sign the petitiiiu in 
favor of making all physicians equal before the law 
in the government service, said he would "give 
homoeopaths no encouragemont, directly or in 
directly," aod some of our coaiemporaries are quot- 
ing this declaration of this celebrated scientbt as an 
argument against boBUBopnthy! 

There Is a vast amount and variety of materinl 
presented at the eye clioic of the Detroit Medical 
College, and during the session wbieh has Justdosed 
the students were !ifTor(le<l an opportunity of wit 
nessiog 104 major operations by Professor Eugene 
Smith, Amooi Ihsas weie a dosen rsnovato of 
catanct and upwards of twenty irUectomiesL 

Coleridge, on beholding the head of Cllne, by 
Chiiuirey, eould not conceive it possible that "tliat 
forehead, that nose. ih(^ temples and that dlin 
could he akin to the monkey tribe." Perhaps tbe 
anthropoid ape might indulge in similar reflections 
on contemplating his caudal appendage. Could 
sucih a beautlftil attachment posdUy be akin to that 
of the poUywogf Ko, nol and the theory of evo- 
lution is then a myth! 

One of the most remarkable instances of the tail 
wagging tbe dog Is the manner in which tbe medical 
profession <if Xew York is being manipulated by 
the specialists: Truly the muscularity of the caudal 
attachment of the profession of the Empire state is 
uniiiuf. Is it the harbinger of smnething new and 
stariliog in the process of evolution? In the tight 
of the ^trine of the survival of the fittest, wfani is 
tbe fate of the dogT 

Natun- is wonderfully wasirful in the lUiitter of 
gcoerattoa, alike among the flora and fauna, hiic i.<- 
most careful, however, of the most highly developed. 
Thus while but one fhh in a thousand reaches ma- 
turity, of every 1,000 human beings born, 001 attaiu 
adult age; she thus flings aside as useless for lier 
purpose tMHi out of everr 1.000 fishes, and two of 
every five human beings. 

Dr. rJliott. of New Haven, says "medical men 
are almost Hupcrbtitious iu rcgiird to the invisible 
spectre, malaria. One hardly dares to treat an ob> 
scure fa«<' without working in a g"oil ilo-e of quinia 
for the first day or two." This is very true, and 
whether it be empireiam or sot, experience shows it 
to be v«y generally a good thing to do. 

An Iowa niofhcr was ^o striek wilh the euphony 
of the word "Neuralgia, wliii h aht: saw on a medi- 
cine bottle, that She bestowed it as a name on lier 
dnugliter, who is now a young lady of such charm- 
ing parts that her preseoce causes Angina Pectoris 
among ttie Iowa swiJns. 
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Tbe $30,500 to which the combined amount of the 
bills for profeasional services rendered the late 
Pret»ideat Qarfleld, was reduced, has been distributed 
amoog Dm. Blias. Hamiltoo, Agnew and Bdson, 
who haye toeepted duuw In Call of all de- 
mands. 

Two Detroit physiciuns have during the past two 
moDtbt become so vlolentlf insane as to neoewitate 
tin ir rt itioval to the asyltim. Thoy liave both nearly 
reached life's meridian and are both bachelors. 
These afe tbe fMsta, let otheis dnw their conclu- 
aiotts. 

"So you have twins at your house, Johnnie," 
"Yea'm, two of em." "What have you named 
tbemt" "Thunder and Lightning, ma'am." "Why, 
what very Angular oamee." "Tee'oi, that's what 
pa called em eoon'a the doctor bfought em." 

A very learned exrhan^jc talks of Collie's fracture. 
It Delects, however, to tell ub what part of the collie 
was f rsetttied, or to Inform us aa to (be nature of 
the acddMit which broke up poor Tray. 

The ^'overnrncut of Urazil luvs awarrli'd a trratuity 
of about $17,000 to Dr. John BapUat Lacerda for 
hia disoofevy of the antidotal viTtoes of permangan- 
ate of poteah In the polaoalnig of anake bites. 

The vicissitudes of Texas arc apparently quite de- 
structive of medical life. Last year five doctors in 
that state committed suicide, three were shot, and 
three died by accident 



A Thkatihi ON THE PRA<-rice or JliSDrci.HK, roi the i-bk or 
Students and FractitfODers. By Roberts B&rtholow, M. A., 
M. !>., LL. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Oeneral 
Therapeutics In th*< Jefferson Mf<lfoal ColJvgo of {^U- 
ddpbU; (ofHurljr Prof^saor of the Tbeorr and Praettoa of 
. Mfldidneandof OKnIealllfodldBe ta the Medlosl Collage 
of Ohio; Fellow of the I'oUepe of Physicians of Philadel- 
Iihia; Member of the Aint* ricAn Philosophical Society, and 
Of the American Neiiroloxleal AssociHtinii. i . jm,! Author 
of a "Practical Treatise ou Materia M( 'li< ji atul 'I'liwapeu- 
tics;" of a "Treatise on Medical Electrii it y ; ' uf a Manual 
of Hypodermic Medication," etc. Third Edition, Bevised 
and Enlarjfecl. H vo,, pp. 

NttwYork: D. Appteton £ Go. 

Detroit: John Willyouiia< 

Wo have in tke predecessor of the Agk noticed 

the appearance of the first and second edition- of 
this now slaodurd le.xl book. The prediction mode 
on (lie appearance of tbe flrtt edition, that the work 
wiiilil win a plaoo .nnioTv:;' tfu- Ii adiiis trealiscs on 
practice, has, iu little more than two years, been 
amply fulfilled. It requires but a snperfieial exam* 
ination of it to detect the reasons why it has been 
• thus popular: ItiscoQcise, practical and correct, 
and is, moreover, written in the choicest English 
aod in tbe pleasing style of which tbe author had in 
previous ireaiisef proven himself the master. As 
one among the many evidences which have boon 
forthcoming of Its special adaptodness to the wants 
of the practitioner, may be mentioned the fact that 
it is now being translated into the Chinese language 



for the use of the physiciana of tbe Celestial But- 

pire. 

Dr. Harlholow has fniih in the power of medi- 
cines unto the healing of tin- gick, and his bi>uk Is 
cumbered by none of tlie i>l;iiitudi s and geniTalitic; 
ia which the later school of therapeu'ic nihilists 
aeek to dispose of tbe question of treatment. The 
directness nf hi<? instructions iindiT thi>~ head very 
refreahing, and in the two years during which his 
I book has been before tbe profession, eTidenee of the 
fad that he han writlrn from prartical rxpcncnco 
has accumulated. But while lie is not a uihili«t 
neither is he an optimist and recognizes throughout % 
alike the powers and clefects of medicine. 

A full review of this cUuaic work is both imprac- 
ticable, within the limits of onr space, and tinneoes* 
aaty. Suffice it to say that for a work not eiicycio* 
pcedic in its nature, it is certainly uoexcolhid. 

A COMPR.SII or .\NATOMV, KDK Uf<K IN TUK 1 >lSl«KCTIN<i HOL'M 

and in PrepaHng' for RxaniiBaiion.s. By .lulm B. KobertM, 
A, H., M. I' , lA-L-turer on Anatomy and on Operative Sur- 
fsrr to the FUladelphia School of Anatomy, Late £>eiaoB- 
straMr of Asatomr in the miadelplila Dental College, 
elo. Third edltlen,»BOi,lM pp. 
FlitUdolphia: a 0. Boeette * CO.. Andi street 

Aa a role, compends are not to be recommended, 

not so much because of any objection inherent in 
themselves as because of the abuse to which they 
are liable to be put. If we had a guarantee that 
they would bo employed only as remembranoara the 
of>j«^etion to them wotild be very largely removed. 
But Dr. Roberts' book is more comprehensive than a 
"vest pocket" edition, and is less objectionable be- 
cause of it"? heins; Inrcpr. It would require a larger 
vest pocket than would be warranted by the latest 
i fashion plate to accommodate Ir. The part devoted 
' to the nervous system is particularly full and com- 
prehensive and must prove a valuable aid to practi* 
tioner as well as student. The whole hook is aa 
meaty as possible and not a word is put ta for mere 
filling. 

I 

I A Praotioal L*aoiu.Taay Cooaaa or MaitioAL CasmatnT. 
I By John 0. Draper. M. P.. LL. P., Profemor of Chewisfafy 

In the Metrical Department of the UnhrCfSitr Of Hew Tork, 
and of Physlolo^ and Kaiunti Htatory la the OoUegv <A 
the City of New York. 70 pp.. every altemste page beiiif 

blank . 

New Vr.ik Willmiu W I & Co. 

Peti''>:t: .Ii'hii M;iv K.irlunf 

iThe object of the course to which this book is tie- 
voted is "to give to medical students sufficient prac- 

; tie( in rhimiral iiiunipulations to rnaMe tht-m to 
I perform in a satisfuclory and reliable manner those 
I tests which are required of the practicing physician, 
I and al.-'o to give them some experience iu the use of 

chemical symbols, formuhe and equations." It is 
! written by one of large experience and with special 

n fi n ncc to the fact that the time of the medical 

student is so taken up during his ct»llegc course as to 
! limit the time devoted to chemistry. The object of 
I the book being thu.>< stated it is only necessary to 

re-^all the author's name to satisfy one of its char- 
! acter. The student is. indeed, to be congratulated 
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In being nUe to ncnre * work of Ihto nature pre- 
pared by a teacher of Dr. Draper's experience. Such 
books have , been too largely the work of recent 
gradoatea ambitiooa for a leputatlcm through other 
ways than that of long yaan of f aiUifal work . 



DiphtkoriA. lU Matun wk TrentMont. 

BT D. B. OOLLUIB, M. O., fT. rmCR, MIRK. 

I dcgire to present the outline of a form of treat- 
ment of diphtheria that has proved reasonably ruc- 
oeMful, In my handa. in the epldemtct. which have 
prevailed in this section during the past four or five 
yeara. I will simply praise my remarks with the 
alatamont that fh>ra the numerous examples that 
have come under my observation, I cannot doubt 
that diphtheria is a "highly contiigitnis" disease. I 
have, however, no room for examples lo prove the 
proposition. It also follows as certain fixed "laws" 
!»« rcpnrlp 'development, etc., as dues "■.^Liirlel fever." 
Kurihenaorc, like the latter disease, one attack 
affords at least partial protection from sobaequent 
attacks. I will leave it for others to. discuss the 
question of its constitutional or local nature, and 
stmpty give it aa my opinion, without going into do> 
tails, that it b a constitutional disorder and should 
bo treated as such. I think, moreover, that the 
great majority of piiysicians, if they were eompdled 
to adopt one form of treatment only, would decide 
on the constitutional without any hesitation. But 
a judicious combination of both forms is the most 
satisfiictory, for tliis reason, if none other: it gives 
you time to got the desired eHect from your general 
remedies auu the patient and friends are better 
salbfled if you make some local application. For 
Irjcul treatment T prefer the powdered fcrri sub- 
sulphas applied in the dry state. This I blow iata 
tho tihroat, by meano of aa insnfllator. or what I 
more coinuionly use, a strong glass tube, In-nt at one 
end to an angle of 46 d^ees. This beut part of the 
rod contains the powder. I leave tt with tho patient 
and give the following directions for its ute: Sit in 
front and to the right of the patient. Depress the 
tongue with any suitable instrument; introduce the 
hODt portion of the tube into mouth far enough 
to pass the end of back of the free iimrtrin of tlie 
Hoft palate. Now direct the puUent to hold his 
breath for an instant, and while he is doing so, blow 
the powder into tlie tliroat Tlie timount of the 
remedy made use of at euch application vari^ from 
10 to 15 grains. ■ If tiw powder la Introduced during 
the act of inspiration you Jmve portions uf the iron 
taken into the trachea, and as a consequence, there 
ia oonslderable emtMnraasaient In breatliing. espec- 
ially with children A little care on the part of the 
operation will obviate this UDpleasant accident. 
The act is chleily unfortunate for the reason that 
it causes the young patient to dread the next appli- 
cation, and as a consequence, he is more apt to make 
trouble when It Is necessary to repeat the applica- 
tion, and this I usually do every six (tf) hours. If 
the membfane is abundant, repeat every four (4) 



hours. TUs remedy is strongly antiiteptic as well 
as astringent, and assists in a remarlvuble degree in 
! correcting the foetid and unpleasant odor. Immedi- 
: atcly following the application there may lie a slight 
[ eff^ort at Tomtting. or a fit of couglilng. which is 
tisiially accomptoi'^d by the expulsion of pieces of 
membrane. 1 iiuve ufien seen pieces large enough 
I to cover an entire tonsU removed in this way* Ttie 
I powder may, however, be also ap; li '1 by means of 
a brush, in which case I ube just enough 
I water to form a thick paste and use a fauge 
brusli. "When T u.se a brush. T prefer the 
camel's hair brush with wooden baudle. But of 
the two metboda of making the application. I 
prefer the glass tube, and for two reasons: 1st. 
because it takes but an instant to nuike it, and 
with children, the etass that constitutes tiie majority 
of our cases, it is oftentimes a matter of great diffi- 
culty to make a thorough applirniioTi with a brush: 
I 2d, by the u(<e of the tube I ihiuk I enabled to 
make a more thorough application than I am able to 
in any case with a brush. Let nnyone take a tube 
that will hold the specified quantity of the powder, 
and blow It against the wall, or any aubetance that 
pre.sents snfTlcient .surface, iiod see the amount <\% 
surface the powder will cover. Uc will readily se« 
that the appUcatioo cannot be other than thorongli. 
In the use of the ferri subsulplias Ijy insufTlation, 
care must be exercised to keep it free from moisture, 
j I am particular also about directing that the end of 
the rod passes behind ilie lower margin of the soft 
palate, for the reason that, if the end of the rod re 
mains on the outside of this structure you will find 
the greater portion of your remedy adhering to the 
roof of tbe mouth, where i1 is <>f < oni(>Hrn>ively lit- 
tle benefit tu the parts iuvulved. S\ heu the diseaae 
I paasea np through tha posterior narcs and makes its 
appearance in the nostrils, I make u^e of n hard 
rubber ear syringe and wash out the parts with car- 
I bt^aed Ihne water. This ia npealed every two or 
I three hours, or as often as i.^ necessary to keep the 
I passage open. If the ports are completely filled 
j with the membrane and cannot be removed vrilth the 
[ syringe, I use a gum catheter of suitahle size to work 
I a passage through, using as little force as ia coo- 
I sistent with tbe accomplbhment of this object. In 
i patienta of mature years the fountain syringe can b« 
I substituted for the ear syringe with advantage to 

both operatior and patient. 
I Wilt re the cervical and submaxillary gtanda UC 
j involved, the use of the ice bag become? ne<?es!»arj-, 
I provided the patient is one suited to such treatment, 
r In children of a nervoua temperament the use of this 
! remedy is apt to be followed by ehillf. etc., which 
I contralodicatea its continuance. In such cases hot 
fomentations are to be preferred. WhJchovar Ibrm 
is made use of, it is of the utmost importance that 
' the effort be constantly maintained, and to this end 
I freqiumt changes (partlcnlarly the hot appHeatlon^ 
arc nocessMry. The moment the swollen ulaod ?U[i 

purates it should bo opened freely and the cavity 
washed out with carbollsed water often enoqghto 
i keep the parte clean. 
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To mt^t Uie coaatltutiooAl STmptoios. and these 
«re, in my opinion, ttaft 4M«t UlAt demud OW oon- 
simt attentioD. I me the following remedy: 

It Tr. fnrl eUoridi 

PotasF;L' chlonliS 3 188. 

Glycerins Svi. 

AqusD, q. 9.. ad | iij. 

M. Sig. One teaspooaful every two or three 
hotm. 

In the use of this, or any preparation, containing 
iron in any quaatity, it is always well to tell the one 
wlio haa diafge of the patient that ttie teeth, tongue. 

etc. , will be discolored. By thus cautioning them 
much valuable time may oftentimes be saved, as 
when this alight omtalon ia made and the friends 
notice this condition of affairs, they are apt to be- 
come uneasy, atop giving the medicine, and perhaps 
wait for your mbeequent visit before they are will- 
ing to continue the remedy, which is tiic one of all 
th.it shotiUl be pushed to the fullest oxU'nt. To ob. 
lain the full benefit of this remedy, a child, of biiy 
three years, should talce at lenst one druchm of the 
tincture ferri chloridi per d;iy. Tliis remedy will assist 
us, as much or more than any one, to ward off eepti- 
c«mfai» the dangen of which are imminent in al< 
mo3t .ill cases of this disease* To control the fever 
I know of nothing that equals quinine in full doses. 
For ft c2iild of thne yean I begin irith the follow- 
iog» incNMing the dote if neoeiMiiy: 

9 Quinine siilphnte gc. xvi. 

,8yrap yerlM snnta S ij. 

M. Shake well before using. 

9ig. One teaspoonftil every three hot!r«?. 

1 have never had any iiad results from the use of 
quinine and I bare used it in "large dosee" repeated 

often enough to dllain the liesired result, viz., llie 
reduction of the temperature. In the case of an 
adult, I would begin with xv.grain doees and in- 
crease to XXX or xl grains if necessary. Tlje syrup 
of ycrba santa covers the taste of the quinine the 
best of anything that I have made use of. 

Olve stimnlante fredy. In a severe eoee of this 
disease it is almost impossible to push stimulation 
too far. I prefer either spiritus frumenti or alcohol. 
It can be j^ven ■ Watght" or in the form of a punch, 
eggnog, etc. Ilieh milk, beef extract, etc., are 
needed for nourishmeut. If from any cause the 
stomach docs not retain nourishment, etc. , feed and 
stimulate per rectum. For this purpose fit a gum 
catheter over the nozzle of a suitable syringe find in- 
Iruducc carefully. L'&c just sufflcieul force to empty 
the syringe and you will ordinarily have m; trouble 
in having it retained. Give your nourishment in as 
concentrated a form as {H>ssible. Here the beef 
peptonoids are of great benefit. If the boweta are 
constipated give enough calomel to bring about the 
desired result and repeat when necessary. 

Keep the patient ieolated, if poealble. Have 
plenty of freeh idr in the room. IMiinfcet all db- 



chaiges. Use piocoa of soft cloth for liandkerchiefi 
and Iram when eolled. WIten the croupal sym)> 

itoms are present keep your patient in an atmosphere 
made moist by the vapor of lime water. It may be 
and is often necessary to keep him in this vapor for 
: a long time (30 to 48 hours) before the symptoms 
I begin to improve. Pepsine and bismuth subnitrate 
I in five-grain doses of each, are of considerable 
benefit if stomach is irritable. Piecea of toe liidd in 
the month and swallowed are usu:tllv very accept 
able to the patient. Keep the sliiu m as good con 
t dIUon aa la poasible. Frequent aponge baths are 
' useful, and with children, spnnf^ng the entire body 
with alcoliol apiwars to add to their Comfort. 

In the paralysis which sometimes follows this dis- 
1 ease, the tact and resouroes of the physlelan are 

I sorel}' tried. The muscles of the pharynx are usually 
the first to become involved, and as a consequence 
I there ii more or leaa trouble In swallowing. In tilie 
I majority of cases these symptoms begin to improve 
I within a few days. Ttie patient is able to swallow a 
I portion of the liquid nourishment that is given him. 
1 enough is taken to keep him fairly nourished until 
' this condition b^ins to improve. Solid food should 
: not be given until the constrictors are able to seize 
it, owing to the danger of its being taken into the 
I trachea during inspiration. When the paralysis is 
I complete it becomes necessary to use u :>li>mach tube; 
a soft rubber catheter of appropriate size fills the re- 
quirements of the case completely. It is not neces- 
sary to introduce the tube into the stomach; if it 
passes Into the eseophagua four or live laches every 
Indication will lie met. This lube should be p.issed 
^ through one of the nostrils and then into the oeso- 
> phagus. Any tinsmith can construct a suitable 
funnel to fit the external end of the ealhcler, and 
. with an ordinary milk pitcher from which you pour 
I the nourishment you have as complete an apparatun 
as you ( ould wi>ii for. The nurse can-be easily in- 
i structcd how to introduce the tube. With this in- 
I slruroent there to no danger of injuring the part««, 
which from their condition are usable to remonstrate 
against ill usage, or even absolute injury T r ui 
call to mind several patient.s wlio are to day cujuy 
; Ing the best of health, who owe their lives to the 
I timely and persistent use of this simple ajiparatus. 
Iron, quinia and strychnia will usually be found 
necessary in paralysb. I can at prraent recall but 
' one fatal result following this unpleasant sequel, 
• and in tiiis case there was general paresis. Death 
I occurred the fourth day aftn* the first appeannce of 
I the symptoms. 

' In conclusion I would say that your succpmsj in this 
disease will depend largely upon your lhorouj?hnes.>i 
': in matters of treatment. Insist upon having your 
I directions csrried out to the very letti r and do not 
. accept of anything short of this. 1 would as soon 
I think of taking charge of a fractured femur, and 
allow the patient or friends to arrange the dresHiui^^i; 
to auit themselves, as to take charge of a case of 
dipbQnrin with anything less than absolute obedience 
to my orden. 
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I>iAi»e Inflammation of External Aaditory 
Canal, with Illustrative Ca»eg. 

HV J. CHASE, M. D., ASSIirrAKTUPKTHALltlCSCROBON 
TO 8T. mast's BOSPtTAX., SBTHOfr, MICB. 

Although diffuse tnflammatlon of the auditory 
canal is f:ir from common, yet the acuteness of the 
attack aod the iuteosily of the paiu which often 
attends tlie dlaeaas demand that it should receive 
careful attention ffiom the physician in general 
practice. 

The causes which produce an inflammatioD of 
this part are various. The trouble tisually arises 
from some lofal irritation produced by iastilling 
irrtiaiing medicines, ur from injuries received from 
ear picks, used in removing cerumen from healtltiy 
ears. Of ( (.iirsL- inniDiiination may extend to the 
meatus from surrounding parts and after spreading 
over the lining membrane of the canal may be fairly 
classed as an otitis extmia. It occasionally hap- i 
pens that the violent means employed in removins^ j 
a foreign body from the meatus has been sutlicient ' 
to light np a troublesome Inflammatioo of the 
parJs. 

The BjmptomA of this disease may Ik more readily ' 
understood by recalling the anatomy of the parts. 
The outer third of tlie canal is cartilaginous, 
the inner two-thirds bony. The entire cavity 
is lined with int^oment. la the cartila- 
ginous portion, Mt differs little ftom skin else- 
where, but upon the inner or osseous portion it 
loses its oelfttlar Ussue, becoming much thinner 
as it approaches the membrana tympani which 
it covers with a delicate mcmbraiio devoid of 
hairs and glands. In its passage over the bony 
canal it is so closely adherent to the periosteum 
that when inllduad we have practically' to rlcal with 
a periosliiis. As we might expect from its con- 
tinuity of structure the drum membrane is usually 
involved in otitis externa. Apaticut. <utrorin/rfrom , 
acute otitis externa complains at first of itching in I 
the oar. This at times is very severe, and much 
injury has often resulted from tlic various articles 
introduced into tbe canal, to rub ;]:c itchin;: surface. 

As the disease progresses llie symptoms of a 
periostiUs are met : great tenderness* inflammation 
and intense puin, whicb i.s usually more severe at 
night. If the canal is examined at ibis stage, the 
tnflammatlon will he readily recognized. The whole 
meatus is congested and the cmilaginous portion 
swollen. If the probe be used the parts will be 
found to be very tender. Tbedrtim membrane is, 
in most case-;, inv. Ived and ipiK ars thickened and 
congested. The auricle and surrounding tissue 
sometimes will liecome swollen and often will be 
very sen.>i(iv( to the touch. When the drum mem- 
brane IS involved the hearing is affected. The in- 
flammation having continued a few days an c.xuda 
(ion usually appears. This discharge "which is at 
first muco purulent, having lasle<l lor some days 
will, in favorable cases, gradually disappear. The 
The above are the symptooM which are commonly 



; met with in the ncuto form of the disease, but these 
are many cases in which the disease is mote obscure 
sometimes but little pam being felt throughout the 
entire « r.ur-e, and advice is not sought until the 
suppurative stage has commenced. As a conse 
quence of the disease some loss of hearing may re- 
sult, due to the thickening of the drum membrane. 
A more serious- result i^ (he growth of polypi and 
all the troublesome and even dangerous effectt 
which attend them. Again the dram membmne 
having been perforated there mny follow aii ioflam 
mation of the middle ear. In the majority of cases 
the discharge from the meatus, unless properly 
treated, will become chronic and may continue for 
years. The treatment of-au acute otitis externa is 
based upon the theory of ito being a circumscribed 
periostitis; consequently aurists are in the habit of 
abstiacUng blood locady. If leeches are u^H from 
two to four should be api il i, d to the tragus. If, for 
any reason, 1. . i lies cannot be employed, the use of 
warm water in the meatus will often relieve (he 
pain. In the early .stages of the attack much benefit 
may be derived from free incisions in the walls of 
the meatus; this should be followed by the applic 
tion of a warm water douche. A basin of warm 
water and a rubber tube acting as syphon is all that 
is essential for a douch. Stiould tl.e case go on 
to suppuration the treatment will be directed to 
checking tbe discharge and returning the parts to a 
• healthy condition. Tlie ear should be thorotl^y 
cleansed two or three Umcs each day. For accom- 
plishingthis the most convenient instrument 1$ a 
] Iiard rubber syringe of about four oz. capacity, al- 
though the ordinary Davidson's syrini^e will answer 
I After the ear has been thoroughly cleansed, astrio- 
[ gent applications may be made with the view of 
checking the discharge The s,ilpliates of zinc, 
copper or alum, from two to six grs. to the ounce, 
are usually recommended for Ibis purpose. Many 
prefer using nitrate 'of silver in .str.>n>r .solution. 
Of late iodoform has been tried in the treatment 
Hii 1 ^'ood results have followed its use. Should iIk- 
middle ear become involved or polypi spring up in 
tlie canal, the treatment will be the same as though 
the oompticatluns aroae from other causes. 

The following cases, reported as instance* of the 
usual appearance and course of this disease, arc from 
the clinic of St. Mary's Hospital. Case No. 3pi%8enu 
the complication spoken of above, invoivltt; the 
middle ear. and from it the mastoid cells. Case 
No. 3 is quite typical of the dise^e. 

Qm 1.— Mrs. C. H., aju 50, came to the clinic 
complaining of itching and severe throbbing- pain in 
the left car. She denied ever nsinz an ear pick 
She thouglit she had caught cold siuiog near thi- 
window in the evening. On examioatioa the meat us 
wn<! found to he very red and in the cartilaginous 
portion somewhat swollen. The drum membram- 
wsssligbtiy congested and the integument of tlie 
inner part of the canal looked tense and red. The 
entire meatus was very sensitive to the touch. A 
ft»e incision was made in the bottom of the csnj*! 



Digitized by Google 



2ME MEmOAL AQK 



in 



»Dd bleeding eaoottraged by the use of warm water. 

The patient wn?; directed to keep the enr warm and 
(Kx^isiooaUy pour in warm water and allow it to re- 
main by lying upon the opposite aide. Mr*. H. 
returned two days after, reporting herself much bet- 
ter. The case recovered by reaolution, sbowtog no 
tiling of suppuration. 

Cti*e 2.— Mrs. M., a large, fleshy woman, came to 
the clinic May ^Oth. witli ihe following history: Two 
years ago, while living in Montreal, she had a paiu- 
ftti inflammation of the right ear. Pus had been 
running for some time, when tfu' ear suddenly grew 
worae. She had violent pain in the head, and ' the 
place bade of the ew got inflamed and the doctor 
operated on it." ExamiDiilion slioucil u cicatrix 
1 finches long over the maatoid process. She, un- 
doubtedly, hadfluffered from a mastoiditis resalting 
from inflammation of tiu- middle car. Her present 
condition shows the meatus of the right car red, 
swollen and sensitive. The cartihiginous portion 
was sufHcicntly swollen to more than lialf close the 
nifHtus Tlie external ear was somewhat swollen 
and was very sensitive. The patient was advised to 
Uite warm water applications ami return next day. 
Two days after a member of the fauilly imhic hi the 
clinic, reporting that Mrs. M- was much worse, 
lier head was iwining terribly, and she was too dizzy 
10 walk. T'pnn railing at the house. I found Mrs. 
M. suffering from a wclt-deveioped otitis externa, 
complicated with a mild inflammation of the mastoid 
cells. Tlu rc w an cont-icb rable swelling of the 
meatus and adjacent parts, the canal being nearly 
cloaed, tLe auricle much enlarged, and the mastoid 
region red and sensitive. The pain fell durioL,' the 
previous night was referred to the ear itself. I made 
a free incision in the meatus, using an old Oraefe's 
cataract knife and encouraged subseciuent bleeding 
l)\ flie use of iepid water. Tincture iodine was 
painted over the ma<<loid region, thinking it safe to 
delay more poelUve treatment of the mastoiditis. 
The patient was also directed to instill warm water 
as often as agreeable. The following day a marked 
improvement was noted : the swelling bad largely 
di -;rippcarcd, but little pain heini: felt, and the 
mastoid region no longer being tender. The case 
st«iadlly improved, the resulting discharge, which 
was only moderate in amount, entirely disappearing 
under the treatment by syringing and sulphate of 
zinc. gr. jv to 2 j Atwd membrane sobw* 
qoently showed a perforation in the lower posterior 
segment. 

Owe B.— Mrs. Y., Hit. GO, came to the clinic June 
4th. complaining efa dreadful pain in the left ear. 

On examination the integument of the meatus was 
found t(i be tense, brilliant and very sensitive. The 
drum uieiubraue also was red and swollen. I made 
the usual incisions and encouraged bleeding for 
some time. .Vfter iwn or three daj's the case re- 
turned. Pain had nearly disappeared after the first 
treatment. A profuse discharge waa now flowing 
from the car. seeming to come from the outer Iialf 
of the meatus. The parts were thoroughly cleansed 



and a solution of silver, gr. ncto |j, was pdttted 

over thedisca'^ed integument. The pntient whs very 
irregular in her alt<:ndance, Iml when last seen wu- 
nearly restored. 



Cancer of Stomaell. 

HV H M KOtmNKR, M. D., liE.W KU 1' ' \v N , iVv 

Having attended a ca.sc of cancer of stomach, 1 
I will give some of its various and peculiar symptoms, 
^vhich may benefit some brother as an aid indiag- 

I noiing a similar case: 

Id May, Wi'i, I received a message to call upon 
Mrs. D. 8., Bt. SO years, of niher short stature, but 

weiutiinp 02" pound'^. I found her seated in an 
easy chair, conversing freely, and to all appearances 
feeling well. She had been troubled more or lesh 
with the distiirliancc.^ of the menopati^e fnr a!if)ut 
one year, coming on at intervals from one to lwt>. 
and sometimes more, months, there being no regu- 
larity in menstruation as in times gone by. She 
had also an extensive umbilical hernia, which at 
! times caused her an amount of uneasiness. Her 
tongue was slightly coated, eyes and skin had u 
jaundiced appearance, breath fetid, decided consti- 
pation, and a peculiar waxy sallowncss of com 
{ plexioD. There had. however, been little or no 
emaciation, lier nsu;d weinbl nrn\ corpulency hein;;; 
unaffected. Her principal complaint was pain in 
the stomach and vomiting. These symptoms com- 
I menced about twf) years av'A but h id latterly beet; 
increasing in severity. The vomiting was very ir- 
regular, at times before and at other times after 
meals. I'ain always preceded the vomiting, which 
occurred two or three limes in twenty-four hours. 
After vomiting there waa no pain in the stomach, 
unless protluced by hard pre.ssure. The matter 
ejected from the stomach had a yellowish frothy 
appearance, contamiug mucus and pus, and it. 
amount about one quart at a time. During these 
two years of "bilious dyspepsia," us she called it. 
her appetite was remarkably good, indeed rathei 
voracious at times. She had during the time been 
treated by different and able practitioners, and for a 
variety of diseases, until finally a diagDo$it> of 
"ulcers* of stomach verging Into cancer," was settled 
on. I ordered a few V ('. |rill- until luT bi-u-elf- 
I were quite free, afterwards the following was givcu; 
I Sobnitrate Usmntta, 60 grs. ; iogluvin, 190 grs. ; cal- 
: omel, 2gr3. ; divided into twelve i»owders, one of 
Which to be given every six hours during the day, 
and to alternate with the following solution: Oly- 
cerine. two ounces; creasole, thirty drops; a tea- 
; spoonful every six hours. Diet of beef tea and 
: milk, with milk and lime water as a drink At 
i times an anodyne was given. This treatment was 
[ mainly pursunl for ten days, at wliii li tini - ht-r 
symptoms bad grcaliy improved; pain and voinitiug 
had entirely ceased, and she concluded she was 
well. After attending to lier Tiousehold duties for 
t more than a fortnight, and experiencing no pain uor 
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awMMDf ortftUe vpapUs/oA, riia Ate • tuye dfali of 

ilnn»iclioQ boiled in vinegar. A frw hnnre after eat- 
;Qg tbis mess she felt uneasy in her stomach, pttia 
and Toiiiittog again ensued, and oontlmied wKhont 
loui b abatement, her stomach ejecting everything 
thortlj after taking it. Death flnallj closed the 
«cene In fortj-cight days nfter eating the dlih of 



I 



Po9t M'trUin. — A post murtcni wai; held d^t 
hours after death, in company with Dr. J. (). Wag- 
ner. Od section, the adipose tissue over the region 
f the stomach was found to be fully three inches in 
'.hicliness, und as yellow as gold. The Rtomaoh 
measured nearly six inches in length, empty and so 
contneled that in size it had the appearance of a 
common ltu:. The iuHide diameter wns loss than 
two ii)ehc',-<. The wall was from one half lo throe- 
fourths of un iuch in thickness, whu li increased to- 
ward the pyloric end. Ou pressini; it betwe<"n the 
;humb and fingers, it would give way almost like 
hard dieese. It was so friable that you oould eaally 
press the finger^! fhmngli It. In cutttni:, it was 
found to contain gritty, sandy spots, similar to those 
found In sponge. An ezanlnatlon under the micro* 
f4:npe showed the tis-ue to be unmistakably of a 
(.•ancerous nature. The bile duct was very large 
and ttie gall bladder contidaed flftj'seven large 
biliary calculi. 

fanr^T, it •^ecm", is nmre prevalent in this county 
than in most places, a.^ this is ilie third case which 
has been found within a jrear. and in a raditis of 
fifteen miles. I am inclined to believe that some 
few of those numerous fatal csises of chronic gas- 
tritis, which are reported at times, are cancer. Were 
iiost mortem exiiminatiou^ nuin' fri ipn ntiy nllowed, 
they would often prove a very bcaeflctal school to 
the practitioner, showing us some of the glorious 
mistakes we are liable to make in ii too ready diag- 
aoni!^. It i«i true, that certain rules of luutiors aid us 
in deciphering almost bidden mysteries, but excep- 
tions, tks well as deoqitimia, an numerous among 
Mk* diversified dlseo-se-s widen we are called upon to 
■real. Ajre uud experience should make us more 
^utiuus and slower in making our diagnosis in 
4uch affections. _ 

Intassnscopttoii, k Cmo. 

H¥ WM. A. M"« 0Y, M. 1>. , MAOISON, INDI ANA. 

I.., a fine healthy female child, >vi. 6-5 mouths, 
scarcely ever known to cry, began to fret ami cry 
itbout lOo'cIocIc A. M.. Feb. 18. l8K:i The pain 
'icing prtroTvsnvil. if wn<; thaiiglit by the parents to 
tte colic, but QOl yielding to domestic medicines*,! 
was called in the evening and found the cluld pass* 
nnico bloody discharpr« from the bowelf, willi 
itroDg tenesmus; discharge coutaiued no fecal mat- 
>«r: pulse small and frequent; Tomiltog; urine scant. 
■ < <i ihl not (Irtect any abdominal tenderness or 
'jurdness on account of the fretful condition of the 
rhild. 

A hcallhy fecal evacuation wr.s reported in tlie 
:oren<;ton. I supposed it to he colitis, aud pre- 



scribed: Wsmuth and tr. optt oamph. la mint 

water, with hot stupes to bow-els, an<l nr b rod fliat 
it be kept from the breast for a few hours. 
The next morning the general condition waa much 

the same, except, perhap^^. thnt there w.is not so 
much tenesmus, or bloody mucus passing. Added 
spts. eth. nit., and applied mustard over Udneys. 

Early on the morning ofithe 20th, no focal matter 
having passed since I saw the case. I ordered iu 
bowels moted with a dose of oil, but this not oper 
ating within the proper time, 1 oniered it repeated, 
lest it had rejeeteil & pitrt of its former dose, but the 
result wain the same. Enemata were then used, but 
they returned, bringing only a little Uoody mocoa. 

Hy this time I \vas ^^atijified it was a case of ob 
struction. I had the hips well elevnted. and with » 
Davidson syringe I slowly distended the bowel with 
tepid water, and it wns retained as long a^ possilile 
by pressing on the anus. This procedure was re 
peated a number of times without avail, t then 
asked for i\ ( onsuitation, and Dr. W. D. Hutch 
ings, of this city, was called, and was 
with mc In the case till It died 
on the morning of the 2ad, a few hours h >s 
than four days and nights from the time it showed 
(he fli-st symptoms of being ill. Twelve hours after 
death Dr Ilutchings and myself made an examina 
tlon. We found the ctecum and a "»<»irment of the 
ileum iuYugiuuted for about two and a-iialf inches 
within the colon. It was »o firmly impacted that It 
reiiuiretl a L'fwd degree of Tree to lihrnte it: ■ 
firm, indeed, was the impaction that no kuown 
method of treatment could have overeome It with- 
out prodiiiinir eipifllly fatal rc'jnlt'j The parts in- 
volved were becoming gangrenous, us were also a 
number of colls uf intestine where they lay a^iiiosi 
the diseased part. The colon was empty Hint slinwe*! 
no signs of disetise except near the ciecum where it 
wa.4 cong(»ted. The small intestines were distended 
with gas an<i fluid mixed with fecal matter, and wa.'^ 
inflamed for a few fe«'t above the obstruction. The 
gnl! !ilailil< r was distended with bile. No further 
examination was made. 

The course of treatment pursued wfter ofislniction 
was diagnosed was occasional distention, hot hops 
to bowels, tincture belladonna, calomel in one- tenth 
grain doses, anodynes and stimulants as indicate<1 

As to the cause of this trouble I have ni> ih' nry 
It w.i- iin iii;u>iiiil]y lunllhy. li:iji|>y ehilii; Ixiw.'ls 
regular never aiiyihjng wrong with it except an 
eczema l apilis from which it had recently recovered. 
1 think this case illustrates the impw^bility of 
making a correct dlsgnosia of this disease durini^ the 
first twenty fotir hours of its existence t!i linu . 
which, if properly utilized before iutlammulor> ad- 
licftions are found, might result In relieving many of 
these cast s. 

Tli< Mayor nominated Dr. T. A. McGraw. ind 
the Common Council has endorsed the uominaiion, 
to fill the vacancy in the Detroit Board of Health, 
creatcfl by the (h alh uf Dr. D. H. F.irrnml. We 
congratulate our collaborator ou his appointment, 
the city on thus securing bis services, and the pro* 
fession on su li a representation of lis live, active, 
working elemcut. 
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CosuATioN AKO Ikiidmation.— Iluviug noticed 
la our last the etrils, vininUigat«d, of inbumaUoa, 

W« ahflll now brk-Hy Mmla totliu beucflts. uoalloyed, 
of cremiition. In ho dnio^ we acknowledge our in- 
dcble<Ino5is for facts and figures to an tiblu article on 
tbe Mibject by Mr. Augustus O. Cobb, in lbc> Sep 
tember. IHS2, number of the North American 
lleview. Tbe obju^cUons urged aguinel the latter 
RMlhoii nf di«poainf of this "fleshly tenement." 
when "]u urtiyins; ptif'st is rjonc fore^'cr," are, hb 
we have before intimated, ba«cd almost solely oa 
sentiment, nnd. It is to be feared, U rooted In s pre- 
jiidict' engendered. possiMv , (brough iguomncc of 
tlic most approved method of iociueraitoQ. It 
would be exceedingly painful to pictare the form of 
a loved one in (lu tnirlsl of eruel flames, with fotkt-d 
tongues ruthlessly devouring it. Such u picture 
would be more revolting, perhaps, than the actual, 
revoltini: sfi iio whieh would be revealed by the un- 
earthing of the burial casket several years after in- 
terment. Either of llie<*e is dremlfully repugnant to 
tlM finer feelings of the human heart, and {Sensitive 
natures nre not shoekcii hy the latter siriiply Ih'( ;iu«} 
they have beeti so luuied by custom tliul liiey 
do not think on the subject. A kiio\vK'<I>ri- of 
tbe tiindcrn ;in(! scientific niitliod nf i n inuti<m 
would remove the ubjectiou t<» it base<l on tiie score 
indicated. The liody never rests In the flames, nor, 
indeed, h tlicrr nny sfg" of fire or smoke, nor odor 
uor noise to offend in any manner Uie seoi»ibiliUeti of 
tlie bereaved. The consuming agent Is air raised to 
II temperature of 2000 Falirciiheit. "I linvi- stood." 
says one who has wtliicssed tbe process, "before the 
ihreaholdof the crematory with a faltering heart. 
1 have tremliled at the thought of u-sicf^ fire, })< r-iiii' 
tbe form of one whom I had loved. Uul when, iu 
obedience to his own dying reque^st, 1 saw the door 



of the ciocrator taken down, itii ro»y light shine 
forth, iind his peaceful form, enrobed la white, laid 

there at rest, and without it glimpse of fl one, or fire, 
or coals, or smoke. I said, and say so still, this 
method, beyond all roetho<ls I have seen, is the most 
pleasing to the senses, the rr.ost charming to the im- 
agination and the inoyt frmtcfiil to the iix iiinrv .'* 
The operation of iucincration completed, there r«- 
mainH a few delicate white sslies. perfectly pure and 
odorlw. Whfit « contnist to tlie "mnss of ln-.ith 
noine and tleath-bearing putrefaction" created by in 
humathnt 

But it is not ev» n in f 1 -Mury thfit this prcM^eaa of 
iocineration be wiiuushed. During its continuance 
the remains are usually hidden from rlew, and 
-surely iln rc is noihiiijj more revolting in the thouglil 
of placing a loved form within a crematory of beau- 
tiful arehitectural design than in placing It In the 
dank, durk <;rave. 

So much for the sentimental feature of cremation. 
This method of disposing of the <Iuad is, moreover, 
to be commended on the score of economy. By 
means of a Siemens' furniire Sir ITenry Thompson 
reduced a body weighing two hundred and iwcaty- 
seven pounds, to five pounds of ashes within the 
space of f5fty ftve minutes, nrid at a rnst of less than 
a dollar for fuel! Contrast this with the expense of 
burial, an expense. It hi tnio, which is quite un* 
neees<»Hry, but whieh haK become so firmly estab- 
lished by custom that nothing but such an innova- 
tion as cremation can do away with it. It lias been 
estimated that one and otie fourth t lines more money 
is expended annually in funerals in tlie United States 
than is expoidod for public school purposes. The 
funerals of this country for 1880 cof^t enough money 
to pay the liabiiities of all the commercial failures 
tn tbe United States dtiring tbe year, and give each 
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battkrapt a capital of d^tat thounnd. tlx bandfcd | wen reported, and among thcae elghty.lhree were 



and thirty rioltar- with whii'h to ri'-iumc businene. 
This cost does uut ioclude the enurraous suou in- 
Tested io cemeteries, tombs and monumenta. nor the 
depreciation of real estate in the vit iiiity of ceme- 
teries. Tbese flgures are raailj starlliog and aire suf- 
fldent ID themselTH to direct attention to this sub- 
ject. 

Viewe<l from an arlistir standpoint, also, the ad- 
TantagQ ia on the side of cremation. Our climate 
forbids the display of delicate and artistic sculpture 
in our cemctfries. which for six months in the year 
are also uuhuitable for being vUtilod. Many of such 
artiatic displays as arc made in them are borrowed 
tokens of classic days and are ridit uluusly incon- 
sisteat with tlie present custom — marble urns desti- 
tute of asbcs, oovering lofty oolumns, and in- 
verted torchcfl typical, of ( remiition. sraf.crcd over 
a mass of putridity! The money lavislicd by the 
dtixeos of New York on funerats and eemetrtes 
duriiif: tiic piv^t quartfr of ii icntiiry WduM lirivc 
supplied a temple for the ashes of the dead, wbicli 
would be In erery w^ay worthy of this nation. The 
millions spent in useless, and worse than useless 
funeral parades id the other cities of this land would 
have so dotted this fair land over with mausoleums 
and works of art before which the collcciioos of 
other limds would have been insifcniflcanl. In these 
cinerary urus of every desigu aud degree of elegance 
that a stimulated artistic taste could produce, could 
Ix' placed, free from molestation aud desecration, 
ilow much bettitr this than burying cutttly cuskuts 
out of sight foi^TUrt 

The only valid nrpriimrnt apiinot eremntion i? the 
fact that it would destroy all traces of poisoning io 
such as may have been foully dealt with But al- 
though this maybe concedctl to he n vrdid argument, 
its weakness must be apparent ou even tbe sligtiteet 
reflection. How maoy bodies are disinterred for 
examination? What percentage of i lie whole? But 
even this very slight objecUoo might tte overcome 
by retdnfaig the body for a sufllcieot time before 
cremation to permit of the justification of any sus- 
picion of foul play. Bodies might be deposited in 
suitable receptacle where to remain for u stated 
length of time, say a year, before being reduced to 
ashes. 

When the mauy advantages in addition even to 
those of a sanitary nature, which are incomparable, 
are ronsidcrcd. It i? a n flerliuu on the intelligence 
of the couetry that cremation has achieved audi a 
limited d^ree of popularity. That It Is growing in 
popularity though but slowly, ii^, however, encour- 
aging. Cremation societies have been formed in 
nearly all the large dtles of Burope. In Italy alone 
there (ire eiirhtecn The crematory at Milan, a!thou t;h 
a little over a year in operaliou, has burned more 
than one hundred and fifty bodies. In that at Ootha, 
Oermnny, fifty-two bodies have been thus disposed 
of, and among them nineteen belonged to the learned 
profe^ion, four to the army, and four to the nobil- 
ity. At tl»c last meeting of the Copenhagen Crema- 
tion Society one thousand and four hundred members 



physicians. The French Society at Pari*: ntjmf>erf 
over four hundred memi>ers, among whom wai 
Gambetta. whose renudnB w«re, howowr. not fnciner- 
ated because of the violent oppo<<iti')ii of his father. 
Garibaldi directed implicitly in his will tluU his 
body should be burned and that the um contaliiing 
his aj;he.<i should he placed under the orange tree 
shading the tombs of his two little girls. In Eng 
land cremation is forbidden by law. but tlie senti. 
ment in favor of It Is, as it \» in this country, steadily 
on the increase "Tluit, in tiim-, ' says Mr. Cobb, 
"cremation will be universaily adopted, there seeou 
to be no reamn to doubt We have faith in a good 
c««1nm ultimately supplanting a bad one, and Ih* 
superiority of incineration over burial is man If eat. 
Wheu the merits of the question are thmoo^y 
appreciated, we shall not feel justified io storinc up 
disease germs and in poisoning the <»nh. air and 
water by our preaeut custom of burying the dead. 
A rcdned sentiment will teach us the questionable 
nature of that respect which prompts the erection of 
a costly marble tribute to the memory of a friend, 
while bis body is left to decompose In a 
soaked grave beneath iL" 



MlCHIG.^N STATK Bo ART) OF IlK.M.Tn. — The 

Michigan Slate Board of Health met at U^> office ic 
Lani>ing, Mich., on April 11, 1888, the following 
memhors lieine present; ITon. .Tohn .\very, M, D. 
of GrecRville; Arthur Ilazlewood, M. D., of Graoii 
Bapida; Hon. C. V. Tyler, M. D.. of Bay Chy; 
Henry B. liiker, M. D., Srcretnry. Dr. .\very wa^ 
made president pro Um. The minutes of the la&i 
two meetiogs of the board were read and approTed. 
The secretary rend a qufirterly report of work in the 
ofllce of the board, showing the amount of proof 
read, meleorolodoal and other reports reeelTed. 
conipilalio:« of material affected, bulletins, docu- 
ments, circuian, blanks and reports distributed, 
correspondence performed, etc., being a brief sum 
mary of the work performed in the iMiO$ of the 
board. The secretary also presented a refnimc > ' 
the work performed by other state Inmrds of heaith, 
and a review of sanitary legislation In other states. 
He staled lhat in Michigan the House of Kenrescr- 
tatives had passed a bill which wat» iikeiy to l)ecome 
a law, practically repeating that section of the act 
e=;aMishiiikr the Stale Board of Ilenlih which pro- 
vides that the secretary of the Btate Board of Ueadth 
shall be the superintendent ef vital statistics. If the 
bill becomes a law, the vital ptHti?ticp will hereafter 
be eutlrely under the control of the secretary of 
stale. The secretary referred to the alarming 
presence of small-po.x in Nashville aud Iscw Or- 
leans, and suggested that Michigan was io danger 
because of the approaching time when sduthem 
people flock to the numerous summer resorts in 
Northern Michigan. The secretary was instructed 
to correspond with tbe National and other boards of 
health and to do all that can be done to prevent the 
intioducUon of smaU-pox by quarantine and inter- 
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stale iDii|)eclioo. The secretary was authorized to 
sand to iMllltb officers in the ricinity of health and 
fiimmcr rrsnrts inforraation of the fxi-toucc of 
gm all pox iQ places whence some of iheir vigiturs 
cone; alao to send the Mine ooiice to beelth efflcers 
of dtiee especially expoeed to introduction of the 
dieeaee. 

The werelorir prewnted an aoeottnt of sicknees 

caused t»y mtlng suited pork. The sickuess was 
alteoded by buroiog in the stomach and abdominal 
tendernen. Some of the meat tras fed to fonr cats. 
The symptoms in the cats wcri': expansion of the 
pupils, vomiting, great thirst and tendemesa of the 
mnacles. Dbrrhma waa not present. Three of the 
cats diad, the fourtJi one being barely able to walk 
after one month. They were attacked twelve hours 
»ft«r eating the meat. A partial microscopical ex- 
ami ualion of some of the me»t by Prof. T. J. Bur- 
rill, of rhampiiign, III., disclosed nothing within 
tlie meat to have caused the illness, but on the sur 
face of the "lean" portions there waa found a micro- 
coccus enormously numenni?!, ns wcl! as «»ome fun- 
goua developments ol a mould- like kind sparsely 
present The microcoeeus was of a new ▼ariety. 
t ntlreir distinct from that of ••hon cholera." which 
latter waa nut detected in the specimen. It is not 
known whether the or^nism was on the pork when 
it was U8C<1 for f<«)d, and i( l:;i.s no', y< i heeu deter- 
mined whether it is now alive. Culture experiments 
will be Institoted to determine that point. It is 
quite devoid of motion and has a less dcnsv or firm 
appeanincc than most uf its congeners. It takes the 
ordinary unilene violet stain. Usually two arc con- 
nected in a figure 8 form, rarely more. The secre- 
tary presented statements from Mr. Jjove, clerk of 
the board of health of Grand liapids. showing suc- 
cesaful proseeution for selUog diseased neat in sev> 
oral cases. 

In the afternoon session I'rof. R. C. Kediuc, for- 
merly a member of the Btate Board of Health, made 

a report of hi-i attendance at the meeting of the 
Sanitary Council of Uie Mississippi Valley, at Jack 
son. Hiss., April S, 1868, at which he represented 
the board. ITc reported that the meeting wa* un- 
animous in urging the continu:uice of the National 
Board of Health, and the system of river and rail- 
TOad inspections to insure the prevention of the 
spread of epidemic diseases, without the obstruction 
of travel and commercial relations between the 
states, and of such surveillance of the port of New 
OHf-HH'* ;is will give to the several state and im- 
portaiu inuuiefpul heullh authorities represented in 
the council, prompt and reliable information of the 
fircurrrnrc ar.d prtis're'-'S of an epidemic di^eusc 
in that city. I*lans for such work were discussed 
and adopted; and It was understood that in case of 
the failure of the national government to carry it on 
after June 2, beyond which time the National 
Board of Health will be unable to sustain it unless 
President Arlhnr pluces the ^100,000 appropriation 
ut its disposal, it will become important and ueces- 
fcary for the sevml states endangered to supplv, hft 
I wi^. the money to cany on the work. Dde- 



gales from Mississippi, Arkansas and other states, 
pledged certain amounts, in case it proves to be 
nwc.<5<«nry. (Michigan has never made an appropria- 
tion available for use in preventing the introduction 
Of epidemic diseases.) Dr. Kedsie reedved a vole 
of Ihank:^ for the iihlo mnnner in which he repre- 
sented the Jjoard at the meeting. 

This being the annual meeting of the Board, the 
election of a president for the ensuing two yeHfs re- 
sulted in the election of iloo. John Avery, M. D., 
of Greenville. 

The secretary presented an account of a death of 
a railway emplojrd by being caught in a "frog." to. 
gether with a copy of a bill now before the legisla- 
ture providing for a wedge of hanl wood or other 
substance of equal utility, in all "frogs" of an anjjle 
of less than 45 degrees. lie described the method 
devised by a prominent railroad man. of tampto]^ 
hard coal cinders in the frog. This method is not 
dangerous to the traveling public, and the wedge of 
hard wood by its linbiUty to be misplaced, mig^t 
throw a trdn from the track and cause many 
deaths. 

The seeretaiy was authorised to ptepare % bhmk 

form for the use of health anthoritie.** in Michigan 
in reporting the occurrence of a disease dangerous to 
(he public health, to the secretary of the State Board 

of Health. 

Invitations to hold sanitary conventions at Muslut' 
gon and Ionia were accepted, the dates to be here- 
after decided upon. 

The newly eh cted president announced tlie ."Jtand 
iug cummittcct) fur the ensuing two years, which 
were confirmed by the Board. 

Dr. Baker, a" rommitlec on disea''e<» of animals 
reported an eHort being made in the legislature to 
eecnre an appropriation for (he State Bowrd of 
Cattle Commissioners. Dr. Tyler rep')rt«Hl the pre- 
sence of a bill in the legislature prohibiting putting 
sawdust Into streams. 

Dr. Ilazlewood reported thai he liad frerpiently 
seen old oil barrels being collected in Qrand Kipids, 
from which the brand bad not been erased, and often 
f»n aew iavou es of oil, the inspectors brand WiW so 
indistinct that the date of inspection could not be 
deciphered. 

The secretary was requested to prepare a memorial 
to the president of the United States petitioning that 
he place the $100,000 appropriation in the handii of 
the National Board of Health. 

The Board pK'rformed much routine businc'^s, and 
and adjourned to meet at llccd Cil;, Michigan, 
April M and 97. 1888. at which time there will 
he a sanitaiy convention at that place under Its 
auspice 

Doctors* Quarrels. — Dr. Au«!tin Flint !«< treat 
ing the readers of the New York Metlical Journal 
to a series of very readable articles in the nature of 
a commcntsry on the Code of Ethics of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. The following is com- 
mentary on the article bearing on The Differences 
Between Pbydcfains: 
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"A doctors' quarrel" is an expression often made 
u«> of in a way to imply an event of common occur- 
rence. It may be nfllmied that dortom are not more 
given to qimrrcliup than those eni?ugc<l in other , 
pursuits. Indeed, the mental influence of their pro- 
fessional duties is in an opj>ositc direction The 
orcaMons, however, of controversy and contention 
among medical men urc apt to be not underntood and 
appreciated by f>lhem. This is implied in the often- I 
rqwatetl saying. "Wiio shall decide when doctor* 
disagree." Hence it is that the controversies and 
contentions of phycticinns arc regarded as denoting a ' 
quarrelsome len<leney. j 

Contentions among physicians for the most part ! 
are brought about b}' gossiping busyborlies and go 
lietweens. Some persons seem to think that they 
c-an not compliment a physician more lii^hly than i 
by disparaging his coropctitont. Certain of his ' 
friends are not content with the ordinary manifi'Sta- 
tions of friendship, but they feel it iiu-umbiul upon 
Ihem to depreciate as much as possible the merits of , 
others. His partisans seek to draw from him ex- | 
pressious derogatory to the ehanicter or practice of : 
the practitioners to whom they arc opposed. His I 
words are mismterpreled, and his .silence m«y be i 
misconstrued. Tale-betircrs are ready to carry of- i 
fensivc reports l ) those to whom tlicy refer. lie- I 
SfDtment and retorts naturally follow. Thus it is 
that they who Rh«>ul«l Im' Itrcihrcn are at swonl- 
|M)inl8. Now. genei-iilly this risull might lie pre- 
vented by a very simple procedure. Let any one 
who is led to impute a grievance to another practi- 
tioner at once seek an explanation in a spirit of kind- 
ness and charity. The result will be, in nine cases 
out "f ten, that either the imputation is without 
foundation, or a satisfactory apology will be ob- 
tained. Such an explanation may tend to produce 
mutual confidence and cement friendships. 

Harmony among physicians is inosl desirable, not 
alone for the comfort of those concerned, but as 
conducive to the honor and usefulness of the medi- 
cal profession. It is essential to co operation in 
medical consultations, in measures for public health, 
etc. For the maintenance of harmonious relations, 
local associations arc important. In places of small 
or mfxlerate size, these associations should embrace 
all the members of the profession of the community 
who arc in g<KMl standing. In this way arc avoided 
the evils of cliques, which are to deprec.jited. The 
local associations should have more or less of a social 
character. They affonl opportunities for intimate 
acciuaiutance, for the explanation of misundcr- 
standmgs, and for their prompt adjustment. Ob- 
servation will Hhow that, in the places in which such 
associations exist, much more harmonj* and good 
fellowship pn^vail than in the places in which phy- 
sicians are not brought together in social intercourse. 
Controversies and contentions, however, can not 
always be avoided. They will be terminated with 
the more difficulty the longer they continue. The 
code of ethics, therefore, judiciously instructs that. 
If not terminated immediately. Ihcy are to bo adjust 
td by arbitration. Tlic mctho<l tt» be preferred is 
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for the parties to select disinterested and unpreju 
diced persons as arbitrators, having prcvioiwly 
agreed to abide by their decisions. In this way pub- 
licity may Ihj avoided. But. if a suppose<l grievance 
involve a question of tl.igrant unprofestsional con 
duct, there may be no alternative Iwyond a formal 
complaint to and an atljudication by an organiJU^d 
society, embracing among its powers regulation* 
for investigation and discipliiu' in such c;use.s. The 
c<»de instructs that the censors of a c«»imty society 
are to adjudicate. This, evidently, should be left 
to the action of the society, which may refer these 
matters to a special committee on etliics, or to com- 
mittees appo in te<l for the purpose in particular case* 
Here, as elsewhere, the code takes no cognizance of 
the modes of discipline. Kach six-iety nriv <Ieter- 
mine these without regard to the action of other 
societies. The reasons for wcrecy as regards thf 
subject matter of the adjudication of difference* 
among physicians arc succinctly but amply set forth 
in the co<le. Secrecy, however, can hanlly be ex- 
pected when expuLsion from societies and exclusion 
from professional fellowship are the penalties in- 
flicted. Nor. with a view to a saluLiry moral effect, 
would sfcrccy, nndfr these circumstances, be desira- 
ble, were it practicable. 



R.MMIJ DiLAT.KTIOS OK THE CkRVIX I'TERI. — In fl 

paper rend Ijefon* a recent mwting of the Medical 
Society of the ('ouut}' of Kings, Dr. John Ball callt*d 
attention to a report submiiled by him in 1878, in 
which was contained some quite remarkable results 
in stricture, chronic endo-cervicitis, conical cervix, 
flexions, sterility, etc.. by rapid dilat-itioD of the 
cervix. He now reports that in the interim of ten 
years his experience has continued him in the view* 
then expressed. In the treatment of such caaee. 




rapid dilatation has entirely su|»erce<letl tents, the 
knife, scissors, curette, etc., in his practice. He re 
ports additional cases of dysmenorrhtoa, chronic 
cervical endometritiB, mcnorrhagia and mclror 
rhagia, in which this method of relief wa:* resorted 



Digitized by Google 



H1J£ MEDICAL AGE, 



117 



to with very reninrkriMe su( ( h><h. The operation is 
performed uoder an aou.'sibetic. Tlie dilator liaviog 
b«Mi carrfolly Introduced, is openled bj neans of a 
■crew iL>« will bti rcndily understood by a reference 
to tbe cut. Mid the caoal divulged in all direcUooa 
to the extent of the capacity of the instrument. The 
peaaary is then introduced and licpt iu poaitiuu fur a 
week, the patient being kept on her back the while. 
Dr. Ball coneiders. his plan quit« ait safe as any other 
Buooaaaftti metbod. 




The afxompaoying cuts (kindly furai»be(l by 
Mes ars. Q. Hemaon A Co.. of New York) represent 
the principal instrumaBis employed in tin; oi)erHtion. 
I'hey scarcely require any explanation. The 
pessary is self-retaining, and is claimed to p.-iasess 
adveatiiiL'CH over other speculums in ibst give-i more 
room aiifi fri'«-dom l<) Ibe opcnitnr, and from the fact 
rbal il cuu Ix- ccuivcrted very ea>uly into a two-bladed 
inalnifBfnt, hy removing ibe tbiid blade, when it 
btf u«ed for the rectum aho. 



The (jusTKTjiic.vi- Fokceps — Among tlie devices 
dcaigned for the relief of saffering women there Is 
none to laki' pre form rt to t!u* ML-*telrif:d forceps. 
The satfering it ha4 prevented uad I lie itviH it has 
saved arc Inoomputable* In the opinion of the great 



bulk of the profession. But while it is thus potent 
for good and has effected much, it is alao potent for 
evil of whioh it baa been, and b atlll the fnairmnent 

of much. That the facility with which it is capable 
of shortening the throes of labor, and nullifying the 
curae "fn sorrow ahalt thou bring forth," has in* 
ducod too much freedom, and even recklessness in 
its UW-, htirdly admits of (|iicstion. Doubtless, loo, 
this Hume facility too often causes it to be employed 
when sounder obstetrical knowledge would either 
rule ii^ainst it or efTccl the dsKlrod prnmptitude of 
relief without resort to it. There arc those iu this- 
dny who win endonw the atetement by WUlhm 
Hunter, a htiiidn d yeara ago that "the fofoqw have 

done more liarm limn s^ood." 

Few practitioners of experience will gainsay these 
propositlotts, but the dlflteulty in the way of free> 

dom from the iibu.se of the obstetrical forceps, lies 
in the fact of the difficulty of convincing any one 
who haa bad even the moat limited ezperlenee In Ita 
use. that he is not |>errcotly competent alike to 
Judge of its applicability, to apply it and to mani]ni 
late it after it has been applied. It la an exceeding 
ly fascinating operation, delivery by the forceps, and 
few there are who do not regard ihem,selves skillful 
operators, or who will openly admit that they ever 
Inaert the blades Injudldoaaly. dther aa to time or 
manner. Tlien- may bo many, however, competent 
men, wbo arc lioucst with themselves, and who can. 
on reviewing tbeir experience, recall taatanoea In 

whirh its usf \v:(*i !ir)t liy :i:ty rif nos nliliijalory and 
who cau trace to the forceps injuries to mother and 
child which It would have been well to 'have 
avoldfd. It requires a eonsiderablc decree of intel- 
ligence in the practitioner to determine the proper 
relation between effects as noted and their cause: it 
requires, too, a ct rtalu degrwi of honea^ to enable 
him to discover effects due to a meana in whose 
favor he la avowedly prejudiced. Perbap8.and p'ob- 
al)ly, were the secret history of the obstetrical 
forceps fully unveiled it would astonish by its re- 
velation of injury to mother and child. 

The teachings of the earlier obatetrlo lights in> 

fi-<t('d ou great eaiilion in the use of tbe forceps. It 
was. for instance, not to be applied until the child's 
ear could be felt : until tbe o« utert was fully dilalcd; 
until tbe hea<l had entirely escaped from the uterine 
cavity ; and it must never lie employed as a com- 
I)ressor. These rules, with ihe exception of tbe 
flp*l. have not been mali rially improved on to this 
day. Poubtless. in the haiid<t of the Mkilled operator 
eucli one of tbem may be it limes safely violated, 
but as a uuule to tbe um- of tlie iiMtrument they are 
very ertrret-l. and it is tin ir infrnetion that has 
whi<iui;lit llio-ie di^u^teis whit li li;ive excited 
much prejudice ai;ain«>t it Iu the mincU of tlx' l.iity. 
We hold (he inflisf rlminale ititr x! ik lion of llie 
l)la4le.> into the cavity of the uterus tol>e e.vceedint^ly 
dangerous. It has been pr oductive of much injury 
to the clrld and |)crmaneMt dam'iL'c, laceraiiou'^ of 
the uterus uud bruibcs of the pelvic btruclures, iu 
the mother. Tbe nceesaity for Introcincing the 
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forceps into the ulcnis is of pxreedin^ly rare occur- 
rence; it mottl frequently tinds ils excuse in the de< 
sire on the part of the aocoacheiir to mve time, sod 
that in his own inli n'<t<i latlicr thiin in thut of the 
womaD. There has been a growing need of incul* 
CfttiDg conwrTatlsm 1b the use of this instrament. 
Greater can in (he time and maiim r of its appHca- 
tioo would inure to the weal of women, and re- 
duce the amount of gynecolofn^^al material. 

Dr. Elli«)tl Richardson, of the Uuiv<'r8ity of Penn- 
sylvania, closes a recent excellent paper on the '"Use 
of the Obstetric; Forceps" (Mcdicnl Times) with the 
followio}^ with which we would close our reference: 
"While J wr nlfl not IumIkc tlie forceps round wiili 
rides which wuuid often restrict it^i proper use, 1 
submit tliat teacliers its tbe present day err la not 
impi-essing on the minds of their auditors, with suf- 
ticieot euiphai»i4, the dangers attendant ou the im- 
prudent use of the forceps, parilealarly when it is 
applied iu the ulcni", and in not ealUri:,' their attcu- 
tion more closely to the value of liuie and of the 
slow, rhythmical succesaion of the expulsire efforts, 
whether made hy the mother herself or imitHted by 
the physiciau with his forcep.<. In s^) mouldtag the 
frptAl head and dilating the maternal parts as to pre- 
.serve the iotCigl^ty «>f the lissue.^of both, without inter- 
fering dangerously with the uterine or placental cir- 
culation. To my mind there is the wisdom in the 
words of tile illustrious Smellie, who more than a 
century ago wrote the sentence: T did not then re- 
commend the Mm of the long forceps, because I was 
afnUd of encouraging young practitioners to exert 
too great* force and to give their assistance too 
soon."' 



AIcI)aniei.'8 Method of Artikici.vi, Rkspiu.v- 
TiOM. — The New Orleans Medical and Surgical 
Journal calls attention to a metlxHl of artittciai 
respiration discovered by !>r A, Mcnanici. of 
Alabama, and. very justly, wc think, after having 
read a description of It, oomplains that ft has not 
received meritid recognition by the profession. 
That the fault hoii out hun with the di rovercr i« 
evident from the fact tliat he read a i > i p r describ- 
ing it before (he American Medical Asso( iation in 
18(59, and another before the Alul>atna State .Me>iical 
Society in 1879. The method is ia many respects 
an improvement on Marshall Hall's and Sylvesier's 
mcthod.s; it is especially adapt,eil to small patients. 
We give a description of it in the autlior's own 
words, as copi<'d from our contempomry : 

"After tliv iiiventi'in f;f th»' =pirniiv>ier, by Ifuteh- 
ioiwu, it w«.-> sc»im as<rertaiue(l ttiat the capivcity of 
the cheat is greater in the erect form than in any re* 
clined or reeuml)enl position. Tlil> :i crcat fact 
for phytkiulogy, fur pathulogy, and for therapouticH. 
The chest is a cylinder, and the diaphragm is a pis- 
ton whoi^c pump motion vurii > the chest < ap uity 
and cauties aa ingress and egress uf air. In the re- 
cumbent petition tlie liver and other contents of the 
abdomen press upon the diaphragm and diminish 
the chest capacity. In changing from the recumbeut 
to the cret:t position, this pressure is gradually re- 



moved and the chest capacity i- increased. It i» 
obvious that all that is necessary to cause air to 
enter the lungs, is to change the patient from any 

recumbent or any inclined position to the erect one. 
and all that is necessary to cause the air to pass out 
of the lungs Is to move the patient bacic from the 
erect to any inclined or recuml)cnt position. But I 
have discovered that the increase of capacity in tho 
chest is Alow and small in moving from the re 
cumbent position to an elevation of forty-five de- 
grees, and rapid in nscendmg from fotty tivedegreei" 
to the erect position. It is, tlierdorc, not <Sti2>entia> 
in practicing artiflcinl respiration to move tW 
patient throu<^li the wii mnge from recumlK'ncy 
to crcctucs^, but is sullicicnt to use ouly the upper 
ludf of this range, merely moving the patient Pnm 
a forward inclination of forty-five de.i,'rces id th<' 
erect position uwl back agaio. Every upward and 
backward movement produces an inspiration, and 
every forward and ilow nward movement an cxpira 
tion. and the two tngeiher a complete rcspiiutorj 
act. By regularly rciieatiug these acts, artifidsl 
respiration is rhylhniicaliy performe<l, and cm In- 
prolonged at wilL Any one will find th.at if be 
leans forward from the erect position to un inclina- 
tion of say foriy-five degrees, he will mechanically 
and involuntarily expire, and if he nicivcs back to 
the erect po.sition he will mcchantcaliy and iuvuluD 
tartly perform inspiration. He cannot, by any 
power of volition, prevent the result or reverse it. 
This simjilr niov« ment upward and backward to 
the erect position, and downward and forward to t 
sufflciently inclined position, regularly repeated, 
cunsliiutcs my proposed uew method of uriifictsi 
respiration." 

In this connection we might suggest that the name 
of Dr. Kedzie, of our owu state, has out been 
intimately associated with Ids method of resuscltat 
ing the drowned, as it should be. "\V< Ii;ivi v, \i 
described without the remotest reference to it-> 
autimr. "Kedzie's method** certainly descrvcii a 
place in medical uomeudature. 



I 



Dauwi-n's Bei.ioion — The rcligiou-. views of 
Darwin have been much discussed, but there is little 
in his wrilini;s which j^ivcs an inkling to the* 
views. 1 1 i'.as been arirued by some that an accept 
auce '^if iii- Mil .irv r>f the origin <'f I'a. '>p,'(-i«.s docs 
awa^' with lilt! c(mccptiou of a person d Goil, Ptr 
haps it docs, and yet there is a class to wli<»se niimls 
it is not leas a work of omnipotence and omniscicncp 
to ctealc a prot- plai^mic lua^is having in it the 
promise and Ui« potency of all forms of life, vege 
table and animal, and vested with the pow< r uf cv<. 
lutioo, thoo it would be to make uf the croitioo of 
each form of being, a distinct act. As an honest 
si:i( nti>l laiid \va> llierc cvi r a scientist more honest: 
Darwin could only judge fro:n tiie evidence before 
him. This way of judging hr piojcclcd into every- 
thing; which engaged his attention, seeini; no reason 
why a different method of arriving ul < oiiclu>i'iii* 
should obtain in immaterial aHair^ from that wlilcli 
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governed him in the material. And yet lie denied 
not the existence of pcreooaJity iu God. lu a coa- 
Tenatlon with Bflchner, he Mid he agreed with him 

in Ihou^'lit, hiU pr.'ferred tlie word agnostic to 
atbeut. Uc bad given up CUristiantty. sis a dis- 
ttnetlye creed, iMxsaae "it is not rapported by cvi* 
dciicc." In u bitter to h Jena student, be says: 
"For myself, 1 jIo not believe tbat tbere over bas 
been any revelation." Onillard's Medical Weekly 
gives a trauslatiou of a letter written in 18?:) to 3Ir. 
N. D. D iodes, a Dutch yenllemnn, ;;ivea in the 
Vieiiua None Freie Prcsde; "l liud it impossible to 
give a brief answer to your question. I do not 
know if I sliould \x- ri'itc to answer it if I s!i niM 
write a great deal about it. Ttiis much 1 can say, 
that (he impossibility of andersiandiog how this 
L'Teat and wonderful univcr«i> !u «idc3 mir own con- 
.sciousuess, could bave come into existence, ttirough 
chance, seems to me to be our principal argument 
fortho existence of a ("Jm!; Iml win tin i ihi- anru- 
meut u uf any value, I liave never been able lo de 
cide; for I icoow that, if we accept a highest cause, 
the mind again strives to know whence it came and 
whence it arose. Moreover, I cannot pass over the 
difficulty which, on this af^uniption. arises from the 
vast amount of suffering prevalent in the world. I 
am, indeed, bid lo uttrtfh a certain amount of weight 
t<j the judgment of the large number of intelligeui 
men who bave implicitly believed in God; but bore, 
again. I ;^e«' uhr\t an insufHcienl kind of [irfinf this 
is. The safest conclusion sctnis to be tbat whole 
subject lies beyond the range of buihM uoderstand- 
ing. Nevertheless, a moA mag do kin dutif." 



Tab Latr bCKOBON-GKNF.uAi. Barnkh. — Do> 
parted this life at Washington. D. C, on tbe 5th 
inst.. Brigadier General Joseph K. Barnes. M. I)., 
in the fSOth year of his age. Dr. Hurnes graduated 
in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1838, lie joined ihe medical corps of the anny in 
l!*40, when he received his commissi.-)n as as>istant 
surgeon. He was appointed surgeon in ltto<t. Ai 
the outinvak of the hkie civil war he was stationed 
;it 1 ]tn>f on the Pacifie coast, whence he was called 
to Washington and made medical inspector with 
the ranlc of lieateoant-colonel. In August. 18(18. he 
%vaB appointed vnr.L'enn <_'f nerrd. with the rank of 
brigadier-general, lu ISttO he was breveted major- 
general and last year he was retired in compliance 
with the general law. The general order of the 
adjutant-general gives a very concise statement of 
the important events in Dr. Barnes' life and we 
quote fromit tbe following; having more especial 
reference to Ins great work: 

"He was eminent, skillful and successful in his 
profession as surgeon and physician, and distin- 
•ruisliod for great administrative ability as the head 
of the medical deparlmeot. He inaugurated tbe 
medical history of the war. He founded tlie Medi- 
cal Museum and brought the Medical Department 
to the higii«st Alale of efficiency. During tbe 
trottblotu times of the late war be earned tbe un- 



lioundcd confidence of the Secretary of War, Mr. 
. Stantoo, and held it unbroken to the last. At the 
I time of the assassinatton of Prerident Lincoln and 

tbe attempti d assassination of Sci ret:iry ^^eward, be 
I attended the death bed of the one and ministered 
I with untiring energy and slcili to tho soocessful re< 

'< storation of the other. So during the long illness 
of President Garfield, be was one of the diatia- 

I guished surgeons of the land, who for days and 
nights served with devoted duty in tbe sic k cbam(^ 
of the dying jTrcsident Durtn'^ these long pro- 
tracted hours of uaxii i^ luui care his own bcallb 
gave way, and from tbat moment to the lime Of his 
death 111 wns an invalid. Ills career was one of 

. honor to biuujelf, and of great service to bis 
country." 



OxAj.uiirA. — Dr. Jf)?e)ilj T, TJiii r <if Sf Louis, 
reports (Medical and Surgical liupurlcr) a cane of 
oxalurla which manifested itself in irritability of the 
bladder with frequent micturition, day and night; 
I pain along the urethra and at the neck of bladder 
I after urination : muco-gclatinoug discbarge from the 
I urethra and Makes of muCttS in the urinc; hypo. 
i rhondria. tndiire^tion, !retipral patn*, constipation 
mid i>uriiai impoien( v . Au cx iuunatiou showed 
nr.-ihrui hypemsthcsia and a tender and slightly en- 
I largcd prostate. The latter erudition was relieved 
by a mixture uf buchu, hyoscyamus at\}l acetate of 
potassa, internally, and a suppository of ten grains 
■ of iodofiinn, five drops of oil of cue:ilyptii'= iiitro- 
r duccil into tbe urethra daily. The sen9itivenes>s uf 
I the parts beini^ allayed and an examination of con- 
I crelions passed revealing oxalate of lime, live drofis 
j of dilute niiro-muriatic acid, to be gradually in- 
I creased with toleration, were given three times a 
day. and a solution of one and a ha! f d i) drops of 
j pure nitric acid In two ounon of water was injected 
j into tiie bladder 

I The o.xalale of lime diathesis is more frequent 
than is generally supp'i«ed, ami is often mistaken 
lor some other obscure diftlcullies. Thus a sufferer 
I for some years, consulieil a neurologlH of New 
j York eity, who immediately di iL:nn«ed somo serintis 
nerve trouble. The patient relumed lo St. I..ouijj. 
I and placed upon an acidoistetl carbonic acid and 
beer diet, and soon nT'ivi-, t d lil" Iie dth. Medical 
j literature fails to discover any disliuctive discussion 
I of this disease. Walter Coulson. F. R. C. 6.. Eng 
land, and Prof. Austin Flint, are the only ones in 
which references could be found. It wotdd be well 
for some of our authorities on gcnito-urinary sub- 
jects to devote more space to the description of such 
affections, which are so liable to lie mistaken for 
other pathological conditions. Peri -nephritis, for 
Instance, isauotber one of these renal difficulties 
' whieh have not rceeived sufficient attention. l)r 
j Gibncy, of New York, bas directed our attention to 
the great resemblance it bears at times to the morbus 
■ oxarlus, and yet mine <<f rur <zmt orthopedic aur- 
I geoua make reference to it. And yet. the diseatHi 
I exists and does simulate hlp^-jolnt disease greatly. 
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PiaurifHoit OF THB Srooiui in Birruac Fbvbk. 

TTh iniportanw- f)f tlip thoroiieh diHinfcrtlon of 
tXat titoolK m coterie ferer m. to Uiosc wbo believe to 
it at in. •» gffwt, aoMl Iff prKtlori 'raraH* hi the con- 
trol (if the exl«?nsi()n uf X\\v (11h»-;i<(' ;ire so manifeiit 
and direct, that anv .-ulditional data as to the best 
BMthodB of employing dibtnfectloii CAiinot Ml to be 
of ioterest. On the other hand, there arc quite as 
nuMiy pbjrsictaDs to whom the Hti^Ject appean to 
hafv« no fanportaooe whatever. These hitler either 
do not believe in the necessity of tin diiiDfectton of 
ontfrif' fever atoots, or else they reganl I't «s of so 
(di^hi moment that it matters uot pracUuilly whether 
tt teftttended to or not. or. Ilnally. whilst profofldsg 
to r(*o'irrii>*f' it*- importjince. they ailopt in practice 
Unpcrk-cl or iacuaiplete measures to accomplish it. 
Iiuteed. U may be regarded a* Uie ezoeptloo to the 
rule, rather than the rtiie. both in private practice 
and ill hospitals, lo systematically aad thoroughly 
i&dnfeet every etool, even b well-ebamclerixed caeee 
of enteric fev( r. To liuth of tht'sc fl;is>c- of physi 
ciaus it cannot but prov<e'of n(lv:i7]t)igu to rem! the 
excellent paper on Ibis subject published by Dr. 
Jamc8 C. Wilson in the American Journal of tbe 
Hedicul Scicnreti for April. ISKJ. 

He »how8 that although the nature of the germ 
that given rise to enteile fever is unknown, many 
fftct.M in it<5 n:itural history arc OAtablished by abund- 
ant pHMif. Of these, the following have a dirvcl 
bearing upon this subject : 

1 . IH.M invariably derived from a previoua caae of 
enteric fever. 

2. It la eUudnaled with tbe fecal diacfaargee. 

."J. It Ls not capable of pro<liicing cutcrir fever ftt 
oo(*e in susceptible perfous exposed to it, but must 
undergo changes outeide the body befoie it aoquiree 
this power. 

4. It retains its activity in favorable eitualiona for 
a leogtliened period, tiic requirement* to this end 
being deoemposiug animal matter, especially Cecal 

discharges, and moisttire. 

5. In such silualioutt il xt, capable of reproducing 
Iteelf. 

These arc the- facts which Indiratr with singular 
directoess the true measures necessary to prevent 
the epraad of tbe dieeaae, the effldent prop^lasls. 



SYPUII.18 ok TUK EvB and its Al'l*KJiD\«K8. — Dr. 

LiMHrtm Connor publishes in the American Journal 
of tbe Medioat Seleatjes for April, 1883, an interest- 
ing paper on thb subject, in erbich the following 

pointj4 arc emphasized: 

1 The study of specific ocular d:se8sus Is helpful 
in tlie diagnosis of corlaiu olncuro caMJs othcrwi^u 
JifTi'^It tu 111 iki! out satisfactorily. Thus, a specitic 
irtli.s Mill ul uncc 8*^1 at rc^l all doubis a-* to the 
origin of a series of iadcftnilc geoerul symptoms 
whicli have annoyed tiie patient and ptuu&bMi the 
doctor. 

8, The careful atteotioa to these caaes is 

the only metlioil by witicli, in many ciws. the 
eyes C4u l)e saved intact during the course of the 



I disease. Baralf. whea iiidi attention ow nve 
cvr.«ight in somecaaeB. it ia criminal not to give it to 

, every case. 

' S. The study of these lesioiis calls tor tbe hum* 

; scarchin;^ cxumiiijvtinn of tiic entire orguni-n 
\ Especially is this true of such olfections as caonot 
I be distingolshed from like dlsesaes of the eye dmb 
I to far different causes. Thus, if tbe early treatment 
I of a docrocystitis be simply local, it is sure to faO tf 
I it lie of spociflc origin. Ilenco, the only chance to 
avoid failure lies In sodi an exanimrtlon as will 
, rcvenl its *iM'cific natuiv Ttic "^ame remark applied' 
with even greater foix-e lo many other specific dis- 
eases of the eye, as will be gi^ered from bia brier 
review. From this il follows that, in every eye rase 
tbe only safe practice b to constantly entertain tbi- 
possibillty of speeUlc tafeetion. 

4. The trp.itmrnt of every ?«pccific case calls for 
I constant watchfuloeas of the eyes with tbe opbtbal- 
moscope, otherwise tedoos impossible to repair may 
I be established before tlw jira( lilioix-r Is aware of 
' tiieir existence or of any daugcr. i*erhaps la no 
i claw of troubles ia it nuM« apparent that the gmteral 
and special knowledge of morbid phenomena need 
; lo be ' on^taiitly combined in one person. The 
I special practitioner needs to Ix: general one. and tbe 
general pTaciitiooer a special one. 



i TlIF GKUMUMDE VaLUK ok CkKTMN TifKUAI'Kl' 

; TIC .VoKNT*.— Dr. Geo. il. Sleruberg. in ihe Aoieri 
j can Journal of the Medical Sdenoes. April, 
' has iniulc a long series of experimental studies as to 
the germicide value of certain therapeutic agents uu 
rariou<( forms of bacterial organlsmi*. In his experl- 
i ment't on the micrococc im of gonorrh<L':il ini.-*. he 
'. found that, in general, those reagents which dc 
; siroycd the vitality of the microooccus from pus are 
! destructive of other organt.<<ims of the xumc class: 
' and their relative value as germicides is not changed 
; when a different micro-organism ia used as the test 
' of this value. Moreover, the reagents which were 
I found to Iw practically valueless as germicidi*^ in the 
first .series of experiments. •'. g., ferric suiphalc. 
Kodium sulphitennd hyponulphite, boracic acld,ele.. 
provi'd to be equally without vultic when the test 
was extended to other micro organisms of the same 
class. But the reagents found to possess dedded 

genniciile power li.ive, in Home case-, ;v '^fTerettt 
value for diffurcut organism:^, lu ether word4, Uie 
vital resistance of different bacterial organisms to 
the reagents in {question is not in all cases the s.ime 
Nevertheless, the compaiative goriuicide value of 
the reagents tested is tbe same for the several test. 
or;;:uiisin-'. and. allowing certain limits for <»()<-cific 
peciiliitrities. it is sate to gencraiizo from the oxperi- 
lueutiil d:iia obtained in Uie practical use of these 
reagenlH disinfectants. But it mu^t be reiiicm^ 
Ixred thai the rc-»i>tiug p>wer of reproduelivt 
spores is far greater than thai of bAcLerial org.inism? 
in active growth (tnuUi]>lication bjr fljsioo). and tint 
(I ifri obtaiucil for the latter cannot bo extended to 
include the former. 
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The «nli»eplie value of the rengunts lestrd dci»en(U 
upoD their power to prevent the multipUcatiou of 
patrefaetlTe bacteria, and ibh i« not m&ewmetty ood- 
aeeled wtth gunnicitle potencj. 

BATTBr"* Opkratiok.— Dr. .f. H. Ckratens. i»f 
Detroit, reports in the March number of the Ameri- 
can Journal of Ob<iteiric»«. three ca«c« of Battcy'H 
operation. Ho pieCm this same as applied to tbl^ 
operation be<™u9«* of itt avoldnncc of that useless 
destruction of brain cells which in associated with 
tlM praottttdallon of anch oaoMa a» have been given 
it. di'riviMl from the dend lanpiingcs. Of course 
brain oelib are licaruc (not scarcer, however, we hope, 
amoa^ nyBaootoibto thao amonc^ other apedaHata) 
and any such usoless df.^tnictlon as h stJsrgeHiod by 
Dr. C. cannot be too roundly condemned. Ilia 
argamoDt. therefore, in favor of the name which ho 
prefers to oiiphnm tomy (notwitli>t;iti(l!ntf the de- 
scriptive natune of (he latter) is. in the language of a 
dlattogtttaheii wateru jurist, "irrefragable. Idood- 
testable. iadnhitaWe. indiapntahle aad iD0ODln>v»>r- 
tible." 

Aside from ixn philological diversion the report ii 
a valuable c«>niribution to the literature of this oper- 
ation, whicli h(?pn "tnigglinjf so strenuously for 
rccoguiliun. it gives the delaiU of symptoms and 
opeiBtivo procedure in each cnxo. Of the three 
ca.'^i'S twn rnrnvfTf*!. The n'pnrt fln^cs with r» sum- 
mary of the author H views regarding moot poiutA^in 
eoooectloti with Ibo operallOD: lie Is a firm be- 
liever in Battcy's opcnition ; he i- :in adlnTeiit of 
antiseptic surgery; be doe^ not l>elieve in the ttpr^y; 
lie la dii^aaled with catgut; he tKilds it to lie 
criminal Mcglecl not to perform the u|»eration in 
cases which have failed tn W; licnehted by other 
tieatmenl. as for Instanei.-, Ii\xieru epilepsy. dyHmen- 
orrbtra and mcnorrhagiu due to fibroid tumors, 
when them; affeeUoun either endanger the life of tht; 
patient or make life a Inirden to her. 



Mvot^iJKic Ukink.— Under this title M. Uenancey 
descri()es a Iciud of urine wUch must have at- 
tracted the atleotloo of those of our dMlral News) 
readers iiciMistnnifd to make urinary rxnmSniitionfl. 

The following are the physical. ciiaracteriBticii of 
such urine: It has a stvonglijr recUUdt-yullow color; 
has a Rpcriflc gravity which oscillates betwwn 
and 1029; does not contain any sugar; is but 
Rlli;hl1y acid; btackeoa silver vessels Is wMoh H is 
boiU'd. and is colored brownish by the rtipm pot i-:- 
sic test. Qe fiads, further, that it tias the property 
of deoolorixi&g iodide of standi, which is due to the 
unoxidized Mulphur in the large quantity of extrac- 
tive contained in it. M. Deoancey tiiioks that this 
oondltlon of iho urine is a pathological state-ffBlaled 
to diabetes, and he therefore proposes \o name it 
mgtmurk ^abdet. 

White Paikt in EnvsiiM LAs — Mr. Barwell 
(Tjancet) has found while paint very efficacious in 
erysipelas. He reports three cases in which lis ap- 
pliciition wan followed by pnuiipt relief nf jiaiii and 
swelling. lie mixes carbonate of lead, after the 
tisual nanner. with linseed ol}, a little turpentine 
being added as a dr^-cr, and applies freely to the in- 
flamed fiurface. The remedy probably acts by^ oc- 
clusion of air after the same miuioer that it does 
with eo much benefit in burns. 



lODoroBM IM FissuHK OK TUB Amos.-— Dr. 
Thomas Hay. of Philadelphia, (Medical and Surgical 
Reporter) has found the local application of iodo. 
form in anal Assure .•tutHcicnlly successfid to war- 
rant him iu bringing it to the attention of the pro- 
fession in this connection. Coincident with .its use 
sin- JioWels must b«> kept in a sotuble condition — 
neither constipated uur reluxed: tiic uoum and piU'ta 
involved by the Assure must i>c kept, constantly 
olfan and free from ilcpfisit ami dry incrustations. 
With one or two eviu-uutions a day. the appiiciitiun 
eflodofomi la very dne powder, dnsted on the 
fissured jMirt* in ^orm of very fine powder or applied 
in form of ointment or suj>posilory, may Lk; ex- 
peeled to speedily retteve the fissure. Tbc applioi- 
i'lDn should be iniulethrei' or four times a day, after 
each evacuation and in the ihlervuU. Sliould the 
ondRuted p^m-der prove too painful it m;iy l>e 
dilute<l with po*d(»red acacia. II<; insists pariicu- 
larly on the necessity of powdering the iodoform 
tery fiue, u single small crystal being capuHle of 
mining much irritation and pain. 



The North American Review for May contains 

nine arlielr-i. neaily eveiv one "f •'■(rr 1; dij-eusset- 
some topic or problem at the present moment promi* 
nent In the public mind. Senator John T. Monpm 
writcH of "Mexico." and seLs forth the considera 
tions of C4>mmercinl advantage anil ioteroatioaai 
comity which are rapidly briugin;; about a more 
cordial underjttitiidini; iKUween that country and the 
United Htates. The Itev. William Kirku^ taking 
occasion from Bishop McQuuid'ii recent vaticina 
ttoDS regarding tho decay of Protestantism, makei 
a vigorous counter charge tipon ihr papal system in 
an article eo tilled 'The Utisintegraliou of itoman 
ism." In "Bmeraon and Carlyle." Edwin P. 
Whipple dt'^caurses with all lii>i old time kccnnos.% 
of psychological insight uud perfection of literary 
form ufMm the strangely diverse mental and moral 
characteristics nf tlio.w twn fjrcat liiinkers. Prof. 
Felix Adler offers "A Secular View of Moral Train- 
ing " arguing that the' current skeptical ha6lt of 
thought derniinds uu independent system nfpnvctical 
ethics, iiosed primarily on observation niiber titan 
on revelation. "Communism in America," by Prof. 
Alexander Winchell. gives my forcible expression 
to the apprebensicms of those pessimistic oL'^ervers 
of the trend of events in this country who think, 
that they see in our political antl social develo|m)ent 
all the si^iiH of iaipeiidin;^ nation i! di eay. The 
other arliclis are '".Mllniiics of IJnUiiliistn and 
(.'liri^liauiis-.'' by tlio llev. Dr. .faines Kn-eman 
Clarke; "Woman as an laveoior." Iiy Miiiildu JoUyn 
f4H«»e: "Colleue Endowments." by Hi^stier Johnson; 
n ! ' Kxir.uliiion." by A. O S."d-vviclc. Publislicd 
at M i.. ilayclic Place, New Ycrk, and fur sulo by 
liookscllers generally. 
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Dr. .T. V Shrjcm iknr. "^rrrcfnry, nnnoitnros that 
the aext anoual mcciiagof the Association of Ameri- 
caB Mcdiciil Bditon will Iwhdd in Cleveland, O.. 
simultanentmly with t?iat of llie Arncrieiin Mciiicul 
Assocliitioa. on Juuc 5th and 6tb. 1883. The sub- 
ject of the address to be delivered by the president. 
Dr. X. S Davis Chicago. U "The Prt-Jicnt Slntus 
and Tendencies of the Medical Profession and Hedi- 
cal Jouraatism." A free discussion upon this im- 
portant subjfct i.s invitoil, which will bp open, not 
od1>' to members, but to all physicianB pri^nt. Dr. 
Marcy's address will be upon the subjtci of "Jour 
nall<*m IX'Vottd to I ho Protection and ConcTiit ration 
of Medical and Sui;;ical Science in Speci il Hi (lar?. 
lueuts." TJio sccrotary wus authorized at ihe lafi 
meeting of the association, held at St. Paul. Minn., 
to make the nhnve arran;:oment<i for the ♦ ominir 
u<.>cling. and ali>(» to specially iavitu ail the mem- 
bers of tbo prof4^!iion. and friends attending the 
inct'ling of the Arufriciin M' ili' il .\ >ni Ution, to be 
pre^Hiut. Tbo meetings will be held in the iutKirval 
between the meetings of the sections of the Ameri- 
can Medical Assoeialiou. and the social cnU-rtain- 
meats of the evening. Tbe sessions will be sliori, 
and undoubtedly intcrestinfr. 

Home Health is the name of a new journal which 
hail been laid on our table. It is issued from Peoria, 
Illinois, and f rlit* i! hy Knrnaine J. Curllxs, M. D., 
of .ioliet. 111., who is assisted by Dr. Tboa. II. Mc* 
Ilvaine. of the Peoria Medical Monthly. Dr. Mc- 
Ilvaine is iit=n the piibi«lKr. Tii<- journal contMins 
4b pages, and will be issued monlUly; sut)ircripUon 
price. $2.<I0. Its name indicates iu mission, and Its 
cin ulation will be chiefly among the laity. The 
first number is very creditable. We do not know 
Dr. Curtiss, but our knowledse of his s^ociate and 
publisher sal i>tieH us that the oxc< U<'ii< r .,f the firal 
number will Ikj maintained. Dr. .Mcllvaine is a 
virile writer and ban loKs of what i.s commonly 
Itnown as "sound horse sense." 

Tlio Bfedical Hulietin in il.^ .March iii]tnl>er ex- 

pn'>»es a hope lliiU the jicti t:ikL'ti !iy Ifii New 
York Stale Medical Society was a wise one. Fear- 
ing that this expression might be misconstrued, it 
in ilR .\] HI i -lie. takes occasion to sjiy that it mfule 
it iu "pit} iuj; kcusi^" and that it is "decidedly op- 
poned to any innovation or departure from liie grand 
Co«l( of Kthics"" of the Atnerican Medical Associa- 
tion. From which wu infer th.it, in our brother's 
eye, Ibe Coile admits of no iui[<r<ivement— one of 
the exceeding few of the works of man which are 
p^rfeci,— a very lily, to limn which would be to 
.*pi'il. 

At'oui the most gtiierous offer we have m u fur 
some time is contained in the advertising depart- 
ment of an Knglish contemporary. A medical stu- 
dent whose means have been exbaueled, wants to 
borrow enough money to put him through, which 
\\v prnmiM>s to refund, with a moderate micrest, 
when he \^ able to do from bis earnings. If ue 
ccasary, lie would, aa a guarantee, at once mariy 



] his benefactor's daughter, r.r. if he prefers it, would 
i give a guarantee that be would do so on passing his 
I linal examination. That yonng man should ooflae 
to this country ; hp has check enough to ensure 

I success even in Cliicaso 

It now seems that the charges of gross irregularity 
' some lime a^ made against the Columbus Medical 

(College were not warranted by the facts. The llli- 
I nois Slate Board of Health has at least so proclaimed 
I after "a careful Investigation of the ciaentukl fncta." 

It is true there he thoxc who say that the niinob 
, State Board were tm«luly influenced In arriving at 

thi« conchi.sion. but we hav«> no doubt that the 
, Columbus Medical College is just as good as many 

of thr' coIIpl'i-- ill first class standir-.T In *nytn^ 
\ tliis we have no dcHlrc either to complimoni or libel 
< that institution. 

The — iM» are now in their heyday. The com- 

pnuntl-i which, with utter disreij ird of thi- rutr-.s of 
either chemistry or pharmacy, are bein^ formed 

I with this termination are exceeding numerous and 
brillinni Tin lad st which we have st-en is uretlirine 
2^0. gentle redder, tbia is not ibe active principle of 

I the urethra. On the contrary, it is a compound de- 
signed to relieve the specific inflammation of the 

I urethral lining membrane to which erring youth is 

I so prone. Of course the name is copyrighted. 

j The Philadelphia Hospital for Skin DitMSc» ao- 
I nounoea important addition to ita faeUittes {n tho 
way of Turkish, nii^>ian, vapor, medicated and 
. electric baths. Dr. John V'. Shoemaker is the pbj- 
I sleian in charge, which fact is a guarantee that 
these means are not, as is too frequently the case, 
empirically employed. The opportunities for the 
I clinical atndy of skin diseaaes at ibis inalitution are 
I exceptional. 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Monthly report* 

I that a family driven by the floods near the month of 
I the St. Fraucis river, settled at Helena, Ark., al>oui 
I March 10th, and within ten days live of the number 

died of pheutnonia. The .sixth, and only .survjvin 
I member, was dangerously ill oo the 25th of the same 
! disease. Is pneumonia a contagious disease? 

Beginning with the I)r->t nunilier of the teuih 
I volume for May 8d. 1883. the Maryland Medicnl 
.lourual will be is.sucd »is a weekly (lublication and 
I will appear every Tburiiday. Each number will 
j contidn sixteen paces double column of solid rend- 
ing maltiT The size and apfn urance of the .Tuiirnal 
j will be slightly altered to conform to ihc require. 
I ments of a weekly. 

^ Father. " said Johnny, "this paper says that 
'many prominent citizens are now ill with pnuemtv- 

\ nia and kindred disejises.' What is kiiulrt'l dis- 
eases, father?' 'Why. my sou, a kindred dbca^ 
is— is— why. yes. yeal a kindred disease Is one that 
r«n^ thrnu^jh an entire family— kindred, relaii vu^. 

I you know. Surprised you don't know that, Joha- 
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GoUt: 1ms dcferminecl tli;il the (lestructioi) of both 
vertex convolutions ia dogs Cftuaes not ooly dimio- 
lilMd inldligcQce, but also a ramarkable dumge in 
disposition. Harmless and good naturcd dogs after 
this experiment become surly, quarrelsome and vio- 
lent, la the light of tbia experiment, we can now 
oonjeetara the iKttUrc of the accident which must 
have recently IxfulltTi tin- Ldilor of tin? Louisville 
Medical Uc-raid. We could sympathize with almost 
■Djlhlng under snch circumstances. WUh careful 
nursing the symptoms may improve, ullhou;^h at hls 
age ttui progaoiiLs is necessarily unfavorable. 

Sir Erasmus Wilson, although soventy- four years 

of age, is still in tin liarnpsi. He is now cni^ni^'d 
iu other than medical »tudie.s. ile is President of 
the Biblical Archnsological Society, and Treasurer 
of the Srxtiety for the Eiploratlou of the Buried 
Cities of Egypt. 

It makes u difleronoe wlioee OX is gored: " What 
did the doctor sjiy of me?" nervously inquired the • 
sick. m^iQ. "Oh. he didn't say anything, " replied 
bis friend encoamgiogty; "but there is no occasion 
for any alarm — he wm->quit« easy and wdi ji iiis 
fled.", '•Yes,'" retorts the Hudvrer, "so would i if 
I were in bis place." 

"Time is aa herb tliat cures all diseases," said the 
late B. FranlcUa. The "Imp" thlutcs Benjamin was 

no betl«;r posted on "yarlw" than he was in orlho* 
grapby. Thyme is an herb, but not being a patent 
medicine, it will not cure all diseases. 

Thr Alienist and Xeurolo3:i9t 'sny "'The Merry 
MulberoQ. of the Michigan Marshes,' pays bis com- 
plimeota to * the dauntless dermatologist of the blue j 
grass region * WIk m friendly fraters fdiiorlal frill 
into frenzied feeling they furiously tight iu finely 
formulated phcaseology." 



Sanitarians now t II us that a house of more than 

five .stories is an unhealthy and d ingerous tenement, j 

no matter how it is cuDStruct(Ml. Such information ' 

is iava1ual)lc. We never did take to these ten and \ 

twelve-story dwelling houHcs. and it datters us thus \ 
to learn that they are unhealthy. 

(Jur Continent ha-^ tlie following under iicail of 
'Exchange": A young physician, who has been iu ' 
one town for several >(:;irs, would like to ( xcl.ji^P^ 
praclict! with some other young physician io a iSS^- 1 
sereral hundred miles away— the further the better. ; 

A cynic cites as jui evident' of tlic incfrcctiveness ' 
of medicine, the fact that uUhough there are 140,- 
000 plants known to botany, no compouod has yet 
bor^n made which will undo in ten minutes what a 

Ijornel can do iu two seconds. 

f'hrrsrtrobia (from Oni powder) is a dioxymetby- 
lanthraquinone. So at least say tlie chemists. 



Tnc DispExsATORv or tbb United Statu or AXSRIOA. 

G«*o. B. Wotki ami Franklin B.<M;be Fifteenth Edition. 
re^rr«nKe<I, tliorou,-hly rcv]-..-.l, and largely re-wriuf'n. 
Wilh niHstr.uioiis My H. C Wo<>»l, M. P . MombtM- cf fh» 
Natii.iiJii Ai-adfiiiv of Si ienw; ProfeissDr «>f Mntt^nii Medi- 
ca and Ttiiimpoutics and of Diseases of ctie Nervous Sya 
tem U> the Universiity of Pnnnsylvania. Joseph P. Rem-'' 
ingtoo, Pli. O., Pirotassor of Theoiy and PncUoe of Phor- 
wmej in Hm TtaUsdelpliia College «f FtaamMey; Fint 
Vice-Chninnu of theOMHBftteeof Bswisioaaad PubBoa- 
tion of tlie U. 8. P. And Bunnel P. Sadtler. Ph. D., F. 10.' 
8., Prafessor of riirinNfry in the Pliilad'-Iiihia fotU'iji* of 
Pharmacy and dl Ueiifral and Or,;auic Cbemutry in tbu 
University of Peansylvania. 
Philftdelpliia- J. B, I.ippincott A Co 

The present edition of "Wood and liache," a name 
familiar as household words to the English speaking : 

prof<'>^ioii cverywluTO, m tlif fiftffritti, nnd i-; i^ivc'ii 
from the press just lifty years froiu the dale of issue 
of the first edition. The fifty years which hare 
come Jirid gone have beiin years of such intensity of 
activity iu the scientilio world as has, as far as we 
have any means of knowinjr. never before been 
even remotely approached in the history of our race. 
Th<- majority of medical works now issued from the 
press are of euch ephemeral nature, and those which 
are most .studied and most referred to at the present 
day are of such recent date, that one fwds a wn-se of 
reverence io the present of this patriarch of tifty 
years. It has not only survived these years of revo- 

lulioiis ;ind iiplifHVLil'^, hilt liH- -:r^ ;.]ily *;rrtwu by 
accretion, and now stands before in form and 
style and matter perfectly abreast of the latest 
advances — a very giant, vigorous atnonj^ uimiti, even 
though its locks are silvered with the frosts of half 
a century. The mantle of Gleo. B. Wood and 
Franklin liache has fallen on worthy and aipable 
shon! !('r<!. The senior editor, moreover, bad the 
adviiuiagi- of having been engaged on the three pre- 
vious editions under the rigid discipline of Dr. Geo 
B. W(i.> 1. i!]U^ In fotiiiiig famdiar with the methods 
and ilioughts ot liiu author, and with the priuciplea 
which his great experience and learning eonvinced 
him were essential to the building up of a Diapensft' 
tory. 

The editors of tlie present edition of the U. 8. 

Dispensatory iire >». k:ii.-.\irdLr< il Icnrlrrs in the sev- 
eral branohes to which their labors on it have been 
rcspcciivcly devoted— Dr. H. C. Wood In Botany, 
and tliM Mfdi( il Pio|m i ts( s and I'ses of Drugs Prof, 
•las. P. liemingtoD. io Pliarmaceutical tJhemistry, 
and frof. 8. P. Badtler. in Theoretical Chemistry 
and Tt).xicology— and notbiiiL; in cninmeudation of 
the work uc-ed be added to the stutemont that 
the IJ>.J« 8vo. pages have lieen divided iu proper* 
proportion between them, and that each hftS done 
careful and conscii nli ^tis work. 

As was the cabc with the first edition of the great 
work. 80 It is with the pnisent. the I'. S. I'harma* 
cop<eia is its basis, and the re\ i^-ioii of ISSU has 
been its standard, But it it> uol contiiie<l to drugs 
officinal. p:irt 2, consisting of some '-W) pages, being 
devoted to drugs and medicines not offlcimU. This 
part contains the fullest oottslderatlon of the newer 
rrnitdies of any stitndard work, and i.s extremely 
valuable in these days of many new rcmcdiea. 
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A feature of the work is it» iaslructiuM in the 
OMttcr of pffonmicialion. This la truly Along felt 
want A standard authority on pronuiu iaiioti has 
beeo much needed. There is a great dirersity in the 
auuiner of pronouncing the names of many of our 
commoner drugs, and in nuuiy instances tin- pro- 
nunciation is mmpJr barbsroiH. The slandnnl be- 
fore U9 conforms very closely lo the best usage, but 
it is not free from inaccuracies. 

f.f'ttrr '-trp^'i «n'i binr^in;; (the liitter being an im- 
IKirtaot mallir m a work ol this size and mibjected 
to lli OMi) an of Um flrat order, and gmUy to the 
cfcdtt of tiM poMUiMn. 



Hvan €m«s of ValroUr ile»rl UlMue. ' 

A CLnciCAL tscrvnr. by professor wac.FKpntB, U. 

v.. ]>IIILADKUMII.\, PA. 

Pleural effusion occurs so frequently ia eoonec- 
tloo wlib valTulor digeaae of the heart, and adds so 

seriously tc the dnngers of thai ( nturition, t!iat it ih 
BOoessary to be constantly on the lookout for itt« de- 
volopmentk From time to lime It ahould bo aearebed 
for by careful piiynicul exploration, and the iippenr- 
ancc in any such case of increased dyapa<Ba and dis 
tnrtNUioe of tbe heart ■ action tbould lead us to re* 
peal such e.XHnii tuitions. In M»me insluneeN it <1>ch 
not appear until exlooaive (cdenia and ascites have 
oocorred, white In otiiera U may appear and evcu 
reach a high deijrKt! while there in little or no dropsy 
elsewhere. In these latter ca<M.*9 especially is the dc- 
▼elopmeut of pleura! effusion apt to be overlooked. 
It is easy to noderhtand why pWurd effuaion i^houid 
frequently occur iu the pour«e of organic heart dis- 
ease. Sometimes it results from aubacnte inflamma- 
tion of the pleura, apparently set up by Ibe eiteu' 
fiion of morbid nctioii from the heart nr ptTii iiriliuni. 
In rare iostaoces it may t>e induced by the prcH^ure 
of an enoRBOttsly enlai^d auricle upon the azygt^s 
veins. In the majority of cases, however, it occurs 
as a result of the general venous stasis, and is then 
only one maaifesstation of a general dropsy. In my 
own c.xperiOBOe jdauial effusion in heart disease is 
decidedly more frwjuent on tlie left than on tJie 
right side; possibly lx'enu>-e tlu' first two causes 
above mentioned w<m]<i naturally lend to produce it 
chiefly on the left side. The diiiirnosis of the 
effusion is easily made by attention to tlie ordinary 
aigna. The daofer la. 'to 'already- stated Ibat Uie 
dyppnffa and incrcancd di'itiirbance of the heart's 
action may be attributed to the extenaion of the 
oanUac disease, and no careful euuniniiiion for 
plcuml effusion be made. It is extreinely import- 
ant that Ute diagnosis should be made as eariy as 
peeriblo. because tbe exiatence of pleural effusion 
adds i;re;itly to the dangers of cardiac disease, inter- 
(ercB much with tho action of many of our most 
valued remedies, and fiequenfly calls for tbe use of 
special tnetios of trcatmcut, directed lo the removal 
of the effustou. The following cases illustrates 
strikiogiy many of tho above remarks: 
Gbsa 1. Fatient st, M, seen with Dr. T. J. 



I Yarrow. Since early iu 1875 hb wife had noticed 
I that he was not hiumlf. No rheumatism, evidently 

Hi\ insidious development of cardiae disease. Fre- 
I quency of urination, but no albuminuria, symptoms 
j of valvular disease, dyspnu^a. palpitation, ueiWrn* 
and eoujeh. iniuk' their appearance in the early snm- 
' mer of 187(! He had one or two alarming attacka 
of cardiac and pulmonary enibarnissraent. 1 saw 
him first on August 10th. ISTtJ There waammrhed* 
distress; oedema of feet and leg<; belly large; pmh- 
ably some little ascites; heart very irregular; indi»- 
I tlnd mitral murmur: tongue funed; appetite poor: 
I distress after eatin j- moderate amount of hydro. 
I thorax on tbe left »ide. His diet was restricted.witli 
I reet and otaasiomd merenrlnla nnd lantlvea. Tbesp 
; did great good. Before thii trentnu nt i!ijjlt:i!i>- dljt- 
agrced markedly with the stomach, but alter- 
I wards it was better borne: slill. neither In form of 
j infusion, tioctun*, or powder was it as well borne ta- 
usual, nor did it do so mucti good. We got rid of the 
! dropsy of the legs, and after repeated bllirterliig the 
j hydrolhoraic Was diminished and ahno^t di~ap 
j peared I paw him again in (October of 187*5 and he 
continued moderalc-ly com'oriablc. though with ups 
I and downs until January 1877. when after over ex- 
ertion he was worse. Again he prew mnrf comfort- 
able, but OQ January 14. after walking out, he be 
1 came very ill; intense dyspnesa, cough and palpita- 
' tirm appeared. He p»is.sed a bad night, nnd whs 
I very ill when I saw htm next morning. His pulse 
{ was 115 and very irregular. There was consider. 

hylrothorax on tin' left side. The heart wa» 
j displaced, the face livid ami ilie respiratioo gasping. 
' Paracentesis was Immediately performed and f f Itv 
1 ((15) of light-colored serum were drawn off, leaving 
about two inches of dullness at the base of the chesu 
Tbe breathing was much relieved, und the respira. 
lory murmur wiin coarse friclinn sounds immedi- 
ately returned. Tlie heart Hounds iM Came more it is 
I linct, and the mitral murmur much louder uud 
audible posteriorly. He was ordeml restrit-ted 
' diet, but it wns difllculr to restrain his 
' appetite, iodide and acetate of ix>ta5sium w<>ra 
I glveo. Digitalis and aconite were tried, but with' 
j out success; the hydrothorax returned, and on Feb 
I 15, lB7i, he was so ill that it became necessary to 
^ perform paraceniesla a aeeond time, and fl. § Iz (W) 
' of clear sorum wore drawn off. The needle was in- 
troduced la the ninth inter-space, just outside of the 
line of the inferior ang^e of the scapula. Apparent* 
j ly every drop was drawn off, as resonance and good 
rauruiur returned down to the very base of tbe 
abcst. No unfavorable symptoms appeuriog during 
the opcraliou, the same treatment was contittUCcl. 
Immediately after the operation, there was the same 
relief ; but very soon evidences of relurmnfr effusion 
manifested themselvt-s. He was tluai placed on 
hkimmed milk, f ^ iv every three hours; (|uiuine, Kr. 
ii. every 4 hours; blue moss, gr. Iv every woek. Under 
this liquid diet, rapid improvement i^bowed itself. 
The fluid in the ehc<t sictidiiy diU)ini»hcd. und uu 
March 12ih it had entirely di- ijii i um. The puLsc 
fell to iGiiU, the miinU murmur grew much lea« 
hairah and strong. 
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On July list Uc came agaio under my notice, fie 
I feellas vsrf wdl indeed; able to walk without 

fatigue il\ '^pna>;i; uUcikIh to light business, nnd, 
altliougli (;xircmcly careful, feels stronger and able 
to acconiplish more than for a long time. There 
wn^ no cfTusiou nt all; the railral reguri:it;inl was 
still prooouactMl; the respiratory murmur weak over 
left lower lobe; still lives on bread and milk, vcgc- 
xsxhXcs and berries; no stimulant is allowod. The 
ai<lcnia ha-i disappeared. Pulse 8t 90; strong pulsa- 
lion of cervical vessels; beart sounds heavy and 
•tron^ in carotid; radial pulaa dons not retract 
abruptly. 

Jtenuirht —The above case offers a number of 
p AnU of clinical interest. The value of pancente- 

sls in sufh nn in»«tan."c Ani's. not consist nnly. or 
<'vcn chiefly, in the vast relief which it affords, but 
in the fact that Ujr removing a cause of greatly 
ad'led (lyspncea and distitrbuncf of circulation, it 
gives time for the operation of remedies, and 
•enables them to work more efllclently. It frequent* 
ly h:\ppon8 that ordinary In('lln^ for causing absorp- 
tiou of pleural eQusioa fail when cardiac disease 
coexists; and when this hun proved to be the case, 
par^ci^filesis should bo prnniplly performed, even 
for much smaller amountM of efTu-tion than citll fr>r 
it when n<) heart complication is present. It is im- 
portant to not'' l i t \ i-'V h-jw much trouble there was 
with digestion, aud liuw poorly certain rcmei1ic"< arted 
so long us the marked impediment to pulmonary and 
hepotfocirculatitm persisted. The dyspepsia which 
often attends oostriictivf i irdiac •lisea'^c. and prnvp!; 
one of its most troublesome symptoms, is due cliief- 
\f to the extreme ooofeation of the liver «ittd of the 
mucous membrani- of the stomardi In turn this 
coudition reacts upon the heart, and the disturbance 
of its acUon and the consequent distrera and dys 
pnira arc increa<i< d. In some in-stance-i the free use 
of remedies directed to the heart, such as digitalis, 
aconite, etc, will, by regulating the central organ, 
Icatl to a prompt removal of the various local con- 
gestions; but in other cases these remedies, even 
when freely given, fail to produce any good effect. 
It luu been already ramarfciBd that this may be due 
to the co-cxi>?tennc of m^rv <»r less pleural cfFu-iion 
It il equally truu that in other cases it is due to gas- 
tro'hepatic congestion, with perhaps a disposition to 
gcacral plethora. It is here especially that rigidly 
restricted diet and the occasional use of the deob- 
striMiit remedies produce MKih remarkable rasulta. 
Tbe diet to lie cho;^en must he one that is not ttim- 
ttlnting. that doea nut furnish too much blood, ao^ 
yet is sufllcicnlly nourishing. In some cases ah si; 
mmX cxclu-iivc vegetable diet docs very well. I 
have obtained moat atrilung results from an exdu- 
sivo skimmed milk diet, followed out as in the 
above It.s lUlcIs arc often truly remarkable, 

both in the feeliugof lightness and comfort im- 
pacted, in disappearance of dropsy, and in the 
improvement in the action of the heart. In such 
cases of cardi.nc disciisc th(j must valuable of dt oli- 
Strueots is uaq^ucslionably a mercurial; and 1 attacti 
v«r7 great importance to an occasianal dose of from 



three to five grains of blue pill, followed a{ter six 
hours by a saline lasative. Not only does this fe> 

duce the general mass of blond, hut it acts in a 
most positive manner to relieve tUo portal oir- 
cahition. the congestion of which ia at the 
end of so many troublesome .symptoms of 
obstructive heart disease. It is needless to say 
that while attention is being paid to tlia points of 
practloB Slmve alluded to, the use of whatever spe 
clal reraeily may be called for by lh«; -itatc of tlic 
heart must be carefully pursued. In the present 
case much better results were obtained from general 
trrafmpnt than from any s trli spnclal remedy; and, 
indeed, all of the latter which were tried either dia- 
agreed with the'stomach or failed to do good to an 
tin usual <l<'gree. The case mii^t In- rcjiardctl afs 
most satisfactory illustration of the great relief that 
can be afforded In cases of obstructive cardiac dis* 
ease, oven when the symptoms seem mostUntevOT- 
able and most exceedingly titreatening. 

Chss 3.~Fatient 21, admitted to Pbiladelpbia 
Hospital on OctOlier29, 1870. His previous general 
health ha<l been good. lie was admitted to the 
medical wards of the hospilul in the second week of 
an attack of typhoid fever of moderate severity. 
The canp pr«?<w»nted the chnracteristic eruption and 
couriw? of febrile action, Tliere were mental aberra- 
tions and hebetude, bat no severe nervous symp- 
tom*. Thorf was moderate diarrha;n. Tho broTi 
chial symptoms were but slightly marked, and phys- 
ical examination showed merely symptoms of con- 
<:cs;ion of the posterior [laris of tin- liiiifrs. Towards 
the end of the second and third weeks the tempera- 
ture ranged Iwtween 100^ and 101 1 * in the mornings, 
and lO^r and lOSJ' in the evenings, which latter 
was the lugbest reached. The patient was treated 
with tonic doses of qnlnia. moderate stlmohUion. 
nitrate of silver and opium, tluid diet, frequent 
spongingM, and absolute rest in bc<l. Towards the 
end of the third week the symptoms rapidly sub 
sided, and on tlic morning of November 11th, abotti 
; the twenty-fourtli d:iy of the diwjuic, the tempera- 
ture had fallen to U7 d-h . A slight rise occurred on 
the following day. but on the morning of November 
18th U wa« again noted at 97'. and in the evrnlngal 
&9\ The following day, without any distinct chiH, 
there was an abrupt rise of tempemtim to 1044-9* 
in the evening; this w.-vs not sustained, but for sev- 
eral days ensuing there was a daily variation in tem- 
perature of wide range; simultaneously with this 
then? also appeared '^reat aecoleratlon of the pul*e 
and very rapid respiration. Tlic patient complained 
of a sharp pain on the right sido, and on esamlna' 
tion, friction sound was heard extensively over the 
right chest. In addition to this there was foobla 
respiration over the right lung and over the upper 
lobe of die left lung, with scattered subcrepitant 
rftles. Ttie s'.renj,'lh failed rapiflly, and the pulne 
and brualhiug contmued very frequeai, Tho tem 
peraturc for several daya fell to 97' or 96* (a the 
mornings, though in the pvenings it row nearly to 
Subsequently, after November 20th. the 
morning tempentnre no longer fell below the nor- 
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mal, until November 33d, when it again fell to 97", 
with a sudden development of intense? dyspncea. 
PhyFtcal f'Xnminiition showed di^^teiUion witli ulinosl 
immobilitj of Ihu rigUt ckehl; marked tynipiiuilic 
percnaaton resonance, absence of the respimtory 
fiounds, orca-sional mctnllic tinkliriL', and s\icf.'iission 
ftplaali. After this sudden development of pneumo- 
tboiu the pfttient did not rally. TIm rMpltatioiis 
were very hurried and shallow, and thf fuee 
oyaooaed. All nourUment was refused, and the 
tompentture alowly rose to 101* on November 29Ui, 
Hud death followed on XovomlxT :Wth. At Ibe 
post mortem examination there were scattered points 
of CBt«nrb«t paeomonla found already paaalng into 
the cheesy stage in the upp« r lobe (jf the left lung. 
On the right side there was extensive exudation of 
lymph on the pleura, the long being in 
places coated with layers of recent Ijuph Uttly 
one inch thick. Po^leriorly there was a collec- 
tion of f 5 viij. of pus included between the layers 
of lymph. There were also f | xxiv. of light, straw- 
colond fluid lyiug free iu this pleural cavity, and in 
addition to this there was very extensive pneumo- 
tbonur, tbe amoont of air bring great enough to die. 
tend widely the pleural sac, and to compress the 
right lung until ita tissue was carnified. It was im- 
poeeible to detect the point at wbldi the atr bsd 
e.wcMjM'd iiitii the pleural ciivily, tbe larire amount of 
Ijmph formed having already covered the uriflcc, 
which was undoubtedly mfaiule. A sectltm of tbia 
lung showed numerous points of catarrhal pneu- 
monia, some in the stage of cheesy degeneration, 
others with tbe formation of email pua containing 
cavities. There was still aome ulceration of the 
glands of Peyer, near the il<«f>-cfrcal valve !in<l at 
several points there was clicesy de^eiieratioQ of the 
swollen gland tisfluc. The mesenteric glands were 
nlso enlarged. The well-developed charaetfr of the 
symptoms of the original attack leaves no room for 
doubt that it was one of typhoid fever, and this was 
confirmed hv tbi- post morteni appearfincp<?. There 
was no exposure of any kind to account for the at* 
tack of plearo-pneumonta. and it must be probably 
regard d »H >( p!ie in its nnture and connerted with 
the absorption of the resulting cheesy degeneration 
of tbe prodttcta of the typhoid ezudaliona of the 
bowels. It was developed in the fourth week, but 
the chuugea in the Peyer's patches were somewhat 
retarded, owing totheatisenoeof proper elimination. 
It b very important to recognize the absorption of 
these morbid products in the Inter stage of typhoid 
fever as n source of con^ttitutiuuul lufection with the 
development of mil i iry tubercles or of septic pro- 
cesses in tbe lung.«. Tbe symptoms which mark the 
exisleuoe of pneumo-thorax were very prominent. 
It ie ioterestlnf to mole the occurrence of the abrupt 

fall of tnmpeniture and tlie dt-vt !i i[)tnfnt of pnrlial 
collapse in immediate connection with this accident, 
'nie pkysICMl signs were so clear as to leave no doubt 
UK to i(9 nnti;re. It wa>t lUlrilmlc 1, <i- in the former 
case, Ui perforation of (he pulmonary pleura from 
the aofieaing of a sub-pleural luberde, or focus of 
c*tarrb»1 pneumonia. Tbere is little doubt that 



such was the real mode of access of the air to the 
pleural sac, though at the autopsy inflation of tlje 
lung failed to delect the point of perforatiou. Thiy 
was, however, easily accouuleJ for by tbe abuudaa; 
formation of lymph on the pleural surface. Numer- 
ous iKunts of softening immediately beneath tbe 
pleura were actually found. The intensity of tbe 
pulmonary pleural lesions b remaricAble, consider. 
Ine their phort duration— only si.tteen days; bvt 
careful examinations of tbe chest during the car)y 
days of the attack left no doubt as to the exact Aite 
of their development. The explanation of their 
rapid progress and fiUai tendency is doubtless to be 
found in Uie atale of the system at the close of the 
long continued fever, and in the septic' firigin of the 
lung diseases. These influences must always be 
borne in mind and have dne weight attached to 
them in framing the prognosis in pneumODiM COlh 
secutive to typhoid fever. The peculiar course of 
tbe temperature subsequent to tbe development of 
lung trouble, with its morning fall of 97° or 96*, wna. 
strongly suggestive of the existence of centres of 
suppuration either in the lung or pleura, such at 
were actually found. The trsatment adopted on 
the development of the pnenmonin wa? a consider- 
able increase in tiie amount of stimulus, large doses 
of quinb and carbonate of ammonia. It b needless 
to add tliul although the existence of sonic pleural ; 
effusion was clearly recognized, and although on 
the occurrence of pneumothorax the effects of 
mechanical di.slurhance of respiration were very 
threatening, it was impossible to entertain Ute idea 
of operative interfennoe. 



The fonerenpfty of th(^ Oan^liftnit! Diseases. 

JSV K IIAKtaEY WOOU, M. UKHhliV, MICU. 

The opinion used to prevail tliat diseases were 
"congenerous;" that aa to their source or origin they 

po<?.ses8ed the quality of "coneijeneracy." But the 
words iiave become obsolete. Diseases are nu longi^ 
regarded as due to similarity of cause or as having 
a siimeiies.^ of origin, and hence the idea, as well as 
the words that expressed it, has fallen into disuse. 
Tbe acf»pted doetriue of the day b that diseases ar« 
specific in their characUHr; that Ifaaj have specific 
origins and run specific courses, and have neither 
congfneity or homogeneity. Hence most of tht 
class of ganglionic di.seti->!es arc spoken of as "siogU- 
lar" or "curious," and di8cus.sed singularly a§ not 
connected either congenerical ly or pathologically 
with each other. 

While none of the ganglionic diseafscs, when their 
nature and causes are understood, can \x termed 
''singular^ with any propriety or aocuraey. yet It b 
very singular that Bomc of them arcrcgarrfed as .spe 
d fic and others of them as non-specific. The reason 
of thb obviously, b In the great diversity of views In 
regard to the nature of disease and \\^ phenomena. 
If the ganglionic diseases were recognized as such, 
thoe would he no question as to congeneity. \^ 
the present state of opinion their sameness of origin 
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mu»l be estabitshetl just as their speciOcity has been 
auppOMd to lum tNWD made out, \^ BTgniiMnt— "the 

aaaloj^ies" beiog omitted, as of no accounl. 

It 19 alMOlutely eueatial to a proper appreciation 
of Miy diseaito tiiftt its generis should he correctly 

understood. It is easy to say tliiit \\ is due to » spc 
ciflc poison, but it is impossible to prove it by any 
procem of t«s«ming except in the ease of the few 
specific diseases about which there is no dispute, 
and which have no bearing on the point at issue. 
The question is a fundamental one, and its clucida- 
tiOD has been the source of error in the eU-inentary 
ti-'irldners of iiiedlriiU'. An historical case will illiis- 
trulc this; "in 1800. Arabs lo the number of 470 
wen shipped en the "Schah Jehald" at Alexandria 
to proceed to Liverpool lo nnvlpite n nmn of 
War, theooe to their original port. The 
passage from Halta was msde in thirty-two 
dnys, during whirh time tlic wcnthcr was cold 
and stormy and the batches were i)attened down. 
The men, unaccustomed to the rigora of a northern 
climate, and not provided with suitiiblc cloihiiig. 
huddled below for warmth and shelter. They were 
eiitnflidj cfowded on board, the space below deck 
being Quite insufficient for m large a number, and 
there wore no means of properly ventilating their 
quarters. The persons and clothing of the men 
WMS filthy in the extreme. The between decks 
soom became intolerably foul, for many of the men 
being landsmen were seasick on ibe voyage, and 
fhey discharj^ the contents of their stomadia and 
bowels all nvnr the parts of the «hip occupied by 
them. The stench and effluvia thereby engendered 
was BO offensive that the Teasel had to be sunk on 
her arrival in Ltvrrpool. The rations "Jcrvcd to the 
men were much below the proper staudurd, as re- 
isaids quantity." 

Th«" ((ucry arises on consideration of the case of 
these men. many of whom felt victims to typhus, 
whether the spccitic poison of that disease was be- 
gotten of their surroundings, or whether the de- 
pressing agencies of their envirunmenl produced 
that form of gangli asthenia which assumcil the 
noeologtcal shape of typhus? 

The Piieciflri-^ts tirt- nt no loss tn nccodnt for the 
action of a poison after assuming its generation. 
Tb«y say that it is inhaled or swallowed, and thus 
finding: ftdmis'-ion info tiro hodii"? of the healthy, it 
exercises its morbid influence on the blood. But 
th^ do not show that the blood is primarily af- 
fected, and disregarding tlii* doctrine account for 
the symptoms uf disease on the ground of a dis- 
toibaoceef the ntt-voui system. Tluit is, the pofson 
through the mi'diuiu of tlir blood prod rices a pro 
found impression upon the nervous system. The 
dUTemt speclAc poisons, however, have not yet 
been displayed in separate form. They have been 
engendered by u^isumption and have been brought 
into the blood by "the analogies." And yet the 
phenomena of disease arR of nervous origin. 

It i« more dilflctilt to ex[>liiin the connn tion ht- 
twecn depressing agencies and their effects than it is 
to aocount for the entrance of the poison into the 



blood. There is the ix»ison and the blood— and "the 
analogies." So thora is no troobh) whatever. But 
how do depressinf^ iigpnries oprrato upon the nervous 
system? They act in some cases directly and in 
others IndireeUy. and as a matter of philosophic 
truth the method of their action can not be stated 
in words other than that depreastog agencies do de- 
press. 

Last summer a woman standing lo the doorway of 
her home in this village saw a thunderbolt descend 
and strike a tree eighty rods disUmt. The sight so 
affected her that she was prostrated Upon lier bed 
and .seized with vomiting. She recovered fully ou 
tUe ne.\t day. The question docs uol arise whether 
then; Wits an unseen and intangible poison proceed- 
ing from that biill of » leelrical fluid which permeated 
the atmosphere and invaded the system of this 
woman, ptodocing the phyaicat disturbanoe from 
whi. h Pile stifTered. lleejiuse we know that fear 
acting as a factor of depression caused the disorder 
that resulted in vomiting. Pear Is classed with the 

emotion'* of the mind. Tlie fin-lini,' has inanv 
pliases which may be said to correspond with the 
objects exciting it. and thus each object would rouse 
the feeling in a form or degree differing from each 
other, but agreeing in kind and intensity with ils 
varying cause. In the cjise cited fear produced 
prostration and vomiting. As a fueling of insecurity 
on b lard i^hip at .sea it begets phenomena that are. 
Icruicd sea sickness. A few years ago a shoemaker 
in an oUscure corner of a large southern city was 
seized with .'-leknes^ and died. Tin- druad terror Iii; 
case inspired caused liie peoiile of that city to tly a.n 
for their Uvea, crowding the cars and dinging with 
desperation to the wmdows ami railing.'*. Terror 
dread, horror, the iotensest forms of this immaterial 
feeling, drove them in panic-stricken crowds. Thoae 
who remained were none the less affected. 

As an expression of extreme and suddua fear we 
have the eyeballs starting from their sockets, or lu 
medical language, exophthalmos. There is a 
"curious" disease which presents this expression lu 
an exaggerated form as an objective symptom giv 
ing an eye-ball that literally protrudes and known 
partly from this as exophthalmic goitre. As a sul> 
Jective symptom exophthalmos exists in yellow fever, 
typhus and most so called malarious diaeasiis. The 
eyes feel as though they bulged outwards and wlicu 
the feeling is severe in the graver maladies tliey 
seem as though they would start from their aoekets. 
In the emotion tlje expression is not due ton poi«on, 
nor is it in the aggravated form of exophtlialmic 
goitre. The phjrslologists give us the rationale of 
this expr(.'s>i(>n or symptom. In lHt!M M.M. I'revost, 
and Joiyel showed that the forward movement of 
the globe of the eye produced under the infiueace of 
excitation of the superior end of lite great eym- 
pathetic, after section of Uiis nerve in the neek. 
presents the characters of movements produced by 
the muscles of organic life and depends on conirac- 
tion of the smootli tlbres which form part of the 
orbital aponeurosis. This aponeurosis, lu fact, 
owing to the layer of smooth fibres with whk:h it is 
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covered, fonua a tibro-muiicular ^buatli, a kiud of ! 
oontraettle eoT«ring, coninl in form, mad with « '• 

•■'•r:il base directed forwiinN which, by contracting, i 
presses upon tlie posterior part of the ^lobv »aU pro- : 
jects it forwards. Which ihowa that cxopbtbalmos, i 
in whatever dis^'aw it may occur, i.s non «pcclftc in 
Uh charuuter and is wholif due to ganglionic dis< 
turbance. i 

Ho in like manner it can he shown that tb« reflex | 
^ains of iIh' diflercnt giinjrlionic (li««>;i«cs arc non- ■ 
•ilH-ciflc; ibut the rachiulgia of ecurvy and of dengue . 
are due to ideuiictil cauaes; that the vomillag of | 
• :holera and of sea '•irk m s^ arc protlticcd by tlio sninc | 
kind of disorder; ami in line that utl the syiuptoms | 
i}f this claw of diseaeea point to thdr homogeDvity. i 
Tfictr pntln lu<ry dijicloscs tlie invnriabU' pn '-i n<"p of i 
•jongeslion, and recent rost-arch tral-eii their primal 
origin to atrueturat ehnngtis in the ganglia. ' 

But, Kiy till' sjK-i idLi-'s, we admit tlmt tlir- =pprl6c 
poiaooa attack the ganglia. Of course*, aod they do 
it hy the law of elct^ire alBoity: certain poiaona for 
xrtain ganglia! l<ut it in i|seleaa to puraue th« 
iividing uttsurditiee further. j 

The physician who tnaU a grtn:;ll*tnir <lis<-a'<e ' 
with the idni ihut it is duv low specific poison, trents ^ 
tt ncitlu-r ra'ioually nur srientillcailly ; lnit lie who 
treats u ganglionic di>.e)ise iia one due to disorder of 
'HlM deep rccetiitcA of the nervonii ayatem." has ihe . 
come! cnnceptii.n of tl* nature, fl'' will Ik- able to 1 
recognize it in its incipieocy and cheol\ it before 
(rrotrlcyable Injury haa bcvn wrought Remcdt<>a ad* ' 

•iilni.stt'icd to t'llininnte u poHun tin n<>l li.i.*,- the de- ' 
sired elTcct. Itemedieii given to restore ganglia to i 
their normal condiUoti ab«ie evldenoea of dlaeuaed. i 
tiction Which la the rational Weir ind wlilch the ' 
togical method? ! 

I 

Chiek«tt-Pos In the Adnlt. * 

UY J, A. WSnUtOftll. D.. jTAHaHALLVfLUB, MICH. \ 

I desire to present to the readen* <»f the Any tlie 
following report of a ease in corroboration of tiie ' 
ftalements of Dra. Root, of Monroe, and Davia. of 
Milford: On the evening of April 3d. was chilled 
"owe .Mrs, }{., tel. I'atienl preiM'nted a rather 
haggard look, pul«c Ho, temperature 101 . frontal 
heiiduche Hcverc, bowels sluggi.vh, appi liic nil. huh- 
.Hilar pnin. This train of symptoms hud existed for 
two or three days. We notice<l well marked, is" ^ 
latod papules upon the forehead and cheeks, aod | 
upon furthrr inquiry foum! l!i it thin eruption first 
api>oared on the abilomen and iMck the previous ; 
evening , which Utter time is fourteen day* since tlie • 
'ini>- >li<' visitrd fU M friend's where the children 
were suGTering from chickeu-|Hix. The patient ! 
thinking that adults were exempt from the disease. 
Jill not hcsil ilL to ;iss<i( Inff with the children, ami ' 
even slept iu the bed in whicli some of them had i 
t>een conflned with the malady. Dra. MurehtBon | 
and Sipiire say tlml the period of incubatio i is from 
lO tO'18 dayH. That the above train of symptom.^ 
are those of varicella; that varicetlft ia not ilrictly a ! 
diaeoae of cbttdhood; that It wsy and does occur in ' 



the adult; that the period of incubation ia 14 dayii or 
thei«nboats» there ia, in my mind, no doubt. 

ST V. K. MOBDICK, M. D.. ADRIAK. MlfllL 

Concerning tin p •SHitiiliry nf chirken pox re- 
curring in the adult, the recorded opiuiou od 
the subject baa always been n matter of sur. 
prise to me. as^ during my priifL:>.>ion:d life of 
twelve years i hav« seen a goodly number of coses 
of Ihe diaoose, and I think it would be safe to slate 
that at least 25 per cent, tif 8uch cases have been in 
person.*! between 10 or IS atid 40 or 4A During my 
earlier life. 1 have ftcen alao many can •« of It in 
udults. A lady waiting id my oftice recently, cntcr- 
l.iitu i! lii rsf'lf with a c«»py »>f lln Auk, aud uftt r 
niuliug Ihe article of March lUili, asked mr if u 
was possible that any |H-rson could douhl that 
chicken pox nrciin< 1 after childhood, and ciled her 
own Ui2^: uiid inanyotherii iu the aOlrmativu. I saw 
a few oases of it recently among Ihe gtHduolIng clam 
of our Hiirh Si hnol, and understand that a large 
share of die cla^i.-^, m well as uuiuy other young 
adults here, Imve enjoyed its gentle preseooe this 
spring. _ 

A CftM nf HepAlie Ahaeew. 

in- It It. NKI.HON, M. t> . ttiiMiBWAy, Hicn. 

On TiK sd.iy M'lrch 13. 188a. T was called to see 
the little daughter of Ur. b.. wt. 2^ yeara. whom I 
found suffering from pain in the region of the liver. 
On exuminatiou I found the chil ! mtirh emnfinted 
of a cachectic appearauee. and very much beat 
forwnnl while standing. I found at seat of pain a 
hivd tumor about tiie s'm' of a teacup, Inside the at< 
dominai parietca which I diagnosed at incipient al» 
seeas of liver. 

zVdviw l warm pouliie<'s of tlav sect! which wen- 
ordered change<l every half hour, thinking 1 might 
thus excite enough adhesive inflammation to o«u«e 
peritoneal adhcKioos. At the end of one week I 
considered Ihe tuinor (Miinti r| l uou^rh and the ad 
hcMon.H firm enough to |H-rnut of exploring the 
tumor with an ii.Hpiratingnee<lle. which I nccxtrdlagly 
did. Htitl f Mind plenty of pus at the depth of oneond 
ooe-fourth inches. 

Fearing she might not bear an nmeslhellc well, and 
deeininii it well to have tli. rf >-p'in>-ilri;it v divided, 
should any fatal result occur, I Invtteil Or. Wood- 
word, of Tecumseh. u> adminiater it for me. I 
made a free im i-inn :il><»iil X^m> inches to the rij^lit of 
the umbilicus wbicli was followed by the cacapc of 
nearly a pint of pus. A liberal diet ond Umics were 
given and in one week marked improvement was 
disci'rned. 

I report this ease l)eeause of Us rarity in young 
(>liililren, and also as deinonsi rating the luivanlage 
of usine the iispiraling needle iu makint; a diagnosis. 

The thiltl iiful been fireviously Iroiibled with 
n.«M'aris liimbricoides. as many as six having crawled 
from her throat at diilereuC times, besides large 
numbers that had panftcd ncr rcclum. Hod o worm 
made lis way in the gall duct? Depuu-ot saith ont. 
At thiit writing, March 31, the child ia apparently 
well. 
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Some New DistovERiES in Keoard to Euv- 
eiPELAii. — In a paper read before the Cincin- 
cati Medical Society (Lancet and Clinic), Dr. 
Joeeph Eichbenff giTes a resume of a treatise 
on the etiology of eryBlpelns by Fehleieen. of 
ilcrlu), which treatise he regards us another step 
111 Um gradual perfectioo of our knowledge of the 
disease. He refers to tfie vnri')'.is therfrirs of the 
CAUsation which have obtained, i)eginniug with 
Oalen, who Kfened tbe caiue to diMurbanceB of the 
fjiliary 'ifcrctidn, aiul mntinuiug down the line to 
Hiltor. who advanced the theory that the crysipela- 
tntw Tirae belonged to the claas of micro organisnu. 
Subsequ''nt investigations have conHrmcil tlu thmry 
by demonstrating the presence of micrococci and 
Iwcteria. Tbe author differs from Hitter, who con 
fiiJere the virus to be small micrococci in active move- 
ment, while he lays special emphasis on the fact 
of their immobility. 

Pebteisen's experiments succeeded io isolating tbe 

erysiju lii'^ mirrorocci and in propogatiug them by 
culture, producing in this manner in the course of 
two months, fourteen generations. In the manner 
*-f their growth they presented peculi iritie-s which 
at once enabled him to distinguish them from the 
micrococci of pyanula and other affections whose 
germs are morplinloirically identical with those of 
erysipelas. The iuoculuiiuu of rabbits with Uiese 
srtlflctal culture tluids produced a disease absolutely 
identical with cry»iiH-las. Patients in the hospital 
were also inf>culated with idontiral result.s. la 
selecting patients for these cxjjerimuula a double 
purpose was sought to be aecnmpiished. Remem- 
iKTijig the frerjuent mention in the literature of the 
subject, of the favorable iuOuence exerted by a con- 
cumnt attadi of erysipebis In rase* of .neuralgia. 
typlMrid fom. acute rheumatism, chronic diseases 



t 



of joints and variou<! forms of syphilis, lupus and 
many neoplasms, five of the patients selected for tbe 
experiments were affected with morbid growths 
and two with lupus. In six of the seven cases ery- 
sipelas was promptly developed; tbe seventh case 
had had numerous proTlous attacks of erysipelas, 
the last occurring but three or four months previous- 
ly, and was supposed to have thus established a toler- 
ance for the virus. Without considering each of 
these cases in debiil, it may be stated that the devel- 
opment of erysipLliis in no rase did harm, while in 
three the therapeutic etlect was quite satisfactory. 
Such inoculattomi am, boweTer, permissible <m\y 
when hope of benefit from operative interfetenoe 
hiin passed. 

Aside from their therapeulie effect, these experi- 
ments are worthy of consideration In deciding the 
question of the oriL'in nf t ry!-i[if'las. All cases were 
types of pure erysipelas a-s determined by Berg- 
muin, who examined tiiem all In common with 
many of his rnlleagues of the Wilrzburg clinic. 
In regard to tbe researches of Lukomsky, 
Billroth. Ehrllch and Tillmaos, who found the 
micrococci in flu lymph;iti<> of the skin and sub- 
cutaneous fat, and iu the blood-vessels, livi r kid- 
ney and Bubstaooe of the heart, It may be safely pre 
sumed that in these eases there was a complication 
with pyiemia or lymphangitis or phlegmon; in the 
uncomplicated affection the micrococcus is found 
only in the lymphatics, 'which is characteristic of 
the afTcf tion. The spread of the di!«easo doe? not 
occur, an iu lymphangiti.s, along liic cour&e of the 
lymph stream, but the dissemination takes place in 
nil dirr ( tinna. frequently sgalnst the direction of the 
lymph current. 

With reference to the spread of tin diMMO in uj 
oimimuftitj, there can be no doubt tfiti it is con- 
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taf{ioa«, i. t., tnmnniMible from man to man by 

direct coiituct. tliroiigh the usr r,f iri.-;tri:ments, etc., 
but thu is the oul^ or even the usual mcUiod of its | 
diMeminatioD. On the coninury, no reasonable I 
doubt can be onlertaiDed thai Xho micrococci mulll- 
ply and geucratf outside of llic buman or animal j 
body. Moreover it is not an easy matter to prodtiee I 
an artificial erysipelas wilboul resorting ' H 
method of ' u'tivttinn mi'sidc of the human body. 
Many experimeiu.-. of direct inoculation from man 
toman bave given negative reauita, wbicb provc<, | 
T!i!it flir d;in;:cr of couiai'ion from a person suffcrinu^ 
with crysipebui j» uot very great. The bacteria, 
wbicb have entered the body, dlMppear almoat aa 
qu'u kly ;is ihey multiply, without ever reaching the 
surface, and thus having opportunity to act aa Uje i 
means of secondary Infections. Tbe micrococci of 1 
cr)'sipela« would tlirii vi ry speeddy disapi^ ur ;tUo. 
gether were Uiurc not some soil In wbicb tbcy might 



dorlnfr a period of four and a half years, erynpebh» 

occnrrod ruily in two ca-'f^ Inaled with tbe ant'- 
septic dressing, and be adds, Uii^ very limited nura- 
be»r may lie ascribed to some slight defect in th^ 
drr^sini:<: and, when it remcmln icl tlial crysiftc- 
las is of very frequent occurrence in Wurzbut^g;. 
these flgwes abow decidedly in favor of the anti- 
septic method. When it is further reraeuibcred thai 
many cases of operations about the face and he td . 
where tbe antineptie dressing was not upplicnble, 
were, during the same time attaclced with eiyaipelaiK. 
any additional proof aeems unnecessary. The aoiU 
v?ptic dressinj will, however, only prove clUeicnT 
wiien it.4 application has been preceded by carefU' 
di'^infrctidii of the wound and of surrounding p.iru . 
for thi8 purpose strong solutions of carbolic acid 
answer best, as ibej penetrate somewhat into tbe 
tiFsai'> aroiind the wound, wiihcut, at the -rim-- 
time, coagulating the albumen of tbcM; tissues; ati 



dcve*.op, other than tbe bumao body. As pointuig I objection which militates ajndnst the employment of 



to such a conclusion, there may be citetl the fact 
that in artificial cultures they multiply when cultl 
vated upon potatoes, as well as upon coagulated 
blood serum or gelatin. 

Another interesting feature of the cxpi rinn nt^ 
bears upon tbe question of immunity from second 
attftcke. After a primary inoculation, seven persons 
were vaccinated ; six were affected with erysipelas; 
the seventh patient ha4 frequently been aSected and 
had passed through hb last attack « few months 
prit>r to the experiment. Of the six oilier .sucCfS.-*- 
ful vaccinations, two were repeated several times. 
The third case, succe^^9fuily, on the 7lh of ()ctol)cr; 
SulMcquently on the Isl and 9th of Novomber, uii. 
Bucc('«^sftjl! y In ca-se No. 5 patient bad i rysipelus 
in I>ccemlK;r, 18^1; on the 7lh of October, Ibji^, she 
was sueoessfully Taodnated with tbe culture vinu; 
on the O'li of November, ftiirty three day>> after 
this, the va< ciualion wan uusucteei.srul. We may 
conclude from this that one attack of eiysipdas coB' 
fer-N an Immunity of short duration from later at- 
tacks. 

The author concludes his paper by reporting some 
experiments made with a riew of teatiog the effect 

of two nnti^icptlc n;;enls upon the dismse germs. 
The two agents were those used fur the dressing of 
wounds in Bergmann's dhiic. a one-per-cent solu- 
tion of corrosive sublimatf mul :i three [x r rent so 
iutionof carlHilic acid. After exposing the germs 
on a platinam wire to the action of the carbolic 
acid for twenty seconds, no apparent effect was pro- 
duced ; for the artificial cultures devcloi)eu as rapidly 
and extensively as before. An exposure of thirty 
seconds caused an imperfect and retarded develop- 
ment of the (niUures; and an exposure of forty-five 
seconds dcHlroyetl them altogether. Tbe solution of 
corrorive sublimate destroyed them much more 
qtiif^kly, an exposure of ten to fifteen seconds being 
Butilcient to prevent their development on gelatin. 
As showieg the vaiue of antisep^c dressings, sug> 
gelled by 1hn=;c experiments, tbe author ritrs- the 
statistics of tbe siurgicail clinic of Bergnana, where. 



corrosive sublimate. 

As far as erysipelas i& concerned, the labors <.*{ 
Fehleisen seem to decide oondu^ively a great dc^ 
that lui^ hitherto been only speculation and surmi*e, 
and, with reference to completeness, are really 
mote satbfactory than the valuable discovery of 
Koch which they so briefly follow. How far tbe 
future physician i<i to benefit by this work in tint 
field of ibcrupeuiics it were impoisiUle to con jet - 
tur(>. It is the first time tbtii artificial culture fluids* 
have been .'successfully nned for the productiiui of 
disease in man, and thn very success which iiaj» 
crowned these efforts wilt probably serve aa an ca- 
conra!;emcnt mmy to follow in the pith wliuu 
the author has so brilliantly indicated. Wc 4-»r. 
only hope for tbe sake of humanity and of 
.science, that those wh j miiy coinc afk r sb ili. IIl-u* 
Febleisco, bring to tbeir w jrk scieutitic acumec. 
clev ottservatiou, and, above all and over all. h sin- 
cere desire to relieve suffering and amcliomtft tli*- 
tress 



QuiKiNE i*ii.l.s ACfAiN.— Our readers will, iJoub;- 
leas, readily recall tbe analysis of tbe quinine pilU 

of the various manufacturers of this fountry by the 
anonymous commissioner of tbe Philadelphia Medi* 
eal News. This analysis has been very severely 
handled bj' competent critics and its errors and de- 
fects so thoroughly pointed out as to have satisfac- 
torily demonstrated the discretion of News' com- 
missioner in preserving bis impenetrable int o^niUk. 
It has, however, turned out to be exceedingly nn- 
fortunale for the profession that be was thus dis- 
crete. Had he revealed Ids identity and appeared aa 
a chemist wflo^e fnnes>* for the task wns conceded, 
we should po8.sibiy have Ijcen spared Iheinflictiou of 
another analysis which has just appeared in tbe 
Chicapo Pharmaci«!t, Hid Ihf first analyst hc^n 
held to the accountability which was. of course, im. 
possible under tbe dreumstanoes of his conceefled 
identity, it would probnhly hnvc insnrcd greater 
care and ability on the part of subsequent analyst«« 
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of the same commodity. The last analysis referred 
to it by Prof. €. Lewis Dlahl. of L«>tti«vill«. Unfor- 

tunntcly, IIi*- j ati miiy of this' luialysis iospires but 
little more coufidcnoe in its correclDeati timn that 
with wliicb tbe analysis hy tbe anonymous commis- 
sioner was received. IVof. Diehl is well known as 
a pharmacist, but is not extensively tinown as an 1 
adept is those methods and niceties of cbemiral 
niHDipitlatiOD which seem to be iiecessnry to un al)- 
solutwly correct analysis of qainine pills. His re- 1 
suits arc different from those of the Philadelphia j 
atialyat, but because the latter wa^ in error it by no j 
mcun=< foIlowM ihat l)C(:;ui«f' Prof. Dieh! lilTr:- rn>in 
bim be (DIehl) is correct, lu one pariicuiar. liow 
ever, both of tbcM analy^ igt^. ai>d that is in d« - 
1 1:trin£r. infrrcnco at lcn«t, that tbe wholri-iile 
maaufaclurer? of quinine pills are eilber iocompe. 
tent or dishonest, but there' is a remarkable dlscrep- i 
iif. y A- tri Ujr rrliitivitv I'f thrii' turjiitudc n- n venled | 
by tbe two analyses, tlie only compctcut and huHest 
manufacturer, according to the News' analysis, 
standing very near Ibe boltmu of the list of ten 
whose pills were examlued by Prof. Diebl. 

We are not a cheniijit and do not, therefore, pre- 
bume to express an opinion ou the correctness of 
Prof. Diehl s analysi-, hut a somewhat .superficial 
acquaintance wiih ti:.;ures. formed in our school 
days, enables us to detect iMinierou<: errors iu his 
ciilcu'attous us publislicd, nil i cuir f lith iu the cor- 
rectness of ihe worli of a chemist who is so deficient 
to arithmetical ability, is correspondingly weak, 
entd. lie i.s wrong u!* fur .is we .'ire able to walch 
him, and iv is fair to presume that be couliuues I 
wnwi? after be has passed beyond our ken. 

fJut it may be po=sible thai the analyscH of both 
the News' commissioner aud I'rof. Diehl may Ik 
wrong and there still be no reflection in the fact on 
thi'ir compeieney or lioui^ty as chemi.sls. This 
possibility is inferred from tlic comments of New 
Rumerli<-8 on Prof. Diehl's analysis: 

VVe have every conflden<e in the ability and oon- 
!.■cientiousnt^s of I'rof. Diehl, but we have .some per- 
sonal experience with quiniiie uH.say, and have very 
atjrom; doubts u iu I 111 r all the steps of the process, 
as detailed ia Prof. Dielil'^ report, will be proof 
against criticisiu. We doubt very much wlieiher 
the six most competent quinine analy.sts of the world 
would liiive obtained identical re^iuUs in followinir 
tbe process; and, what is more, we doubl whether 
Ibey would have obtained identical resulla In follow- 
ing, * ;i( h, the process be rorisidi rs the most ac- 
curate. Fur it is one ihiujf to determine the amouut 
of total alkaloids In bark or in a mixture, or the 
amount of ether-soluble alkaloid, or even tlic anioiint 
oX quinine tbe masufucturer w ill be able to obtain 
from a bark; but it is an altogether different thing 
to sepiirote quinine from a mixture, and to be able 
to say; '1st, tlus is quinine and uolbiug else; 3d. the 
other portion is not quiuim;, and does not contain 
any: 3d, the proportion of the quinine I find by 
analyhiN in the total alkaloids i.s tbe same as wa.s 
present in the original quinine employed by the 
manufacturer* Unless tluise three fundamental 



questions ard fully and positively answered by tbe 
analysis, we hadd It to he of no value. It b our con- 
viction that the action of ^\\^ Pliarmacist and the re- 
l>ort of Prof. Diehi will form tbe starting point for 
a fresh and exhaustive study of this most difficult 
[latt I 'f "riranic quantitative analysi.«, and will result 
in furiii.shiug us methods of separation and assay 
that may be Ihoronghly reliable." 

In view of the above we submit it to be cxooed- 
iugly unjust on the part of a journal to publish 
analyses calculated to impair professional (Confidence 
in manufacturing pharmacists whose reputations— 
the growth of years and won at the expense of jre'il 
amount of capital— are essscdtinl to their very exist- 
ence. The laudable ambition of a journal to be 
known as enterprising and phihtiitlirApic ron!d oer- 
uinly lie gratified through l&ss questionable means. 



Thk I^kw York Academy of Meoicink andthx 
Code. — Certain features connected with the discus- 
sion now going ou ia New York anent the question 
of changing tlie cndu ul n .stri( timi^ placed on tlie 
practice of medicine iu that stiute, but go to dcmou> 
stratc the vnlversalUy of human nature and the 
facility with wliich demagogues may sometimes 
consiraiu scneible men to stultify tiH-mseivcs. 
Xew York is the medical, as wdl as the oommerdal 
mctrnpiilis of t!ii~- country, and It was hoped Ih it in 
tbe trying times which must, almost of necci^ity, 
follow the nidicnt cbanfe which H proposed in the 
Code of ICthics, it would set an example of dignified 
impersonality of discussion and honorable methods, 
wlileh outside barbarians would do well to emulate. 
The hopp has, however, turned out to Iw a (li lu-i >n. 
Tlie rci»ult ha.s, thus far, at least, tallied very c)i>sely 
with wbal one s experience in other roromunities of 
le s itretensions, must have led him to anticipate, 
and the prospects are that unless the counsels of the 
cooler head* H|)ceddy prevail, a most unfortunate 
schism i.H inevitable. Passion and prejudice, with, 
the trickery and device."* of the machine politician, 
have already t>egun to complicate the situation, and 
wielded by artful and bnuEen«faeed denmgogties, 
sensible men. from whom iKjtter things were ex- 
pected, have exhibited symptoms of commencing to 
be i>wayed thereby. To the honor of the new code 
men l>e it said the departure fmm eahn dispassionate 
discu.^siou did not originate with them, and any 
charges which their opponents have brought against 
them of packing nieeiiui^H <ir other devices of the 
ward politician, remain lo he substantiated. Their 
methods have been Mr and above-board as far as we 
are able to JtM^ from a somewhat careful attention 
lo the proceedings. Tbe first fiagrant dejiarture 
from the rules of honorable warfare was o» the 
part of the champions of the old code, and the occa- 
.sion waji the meeting of the Xew York Aeatlemy of 
Medicine uu the evening ot the iHth uU. The 
manipulator was Dr. Austin Flint, Jr., a gentleman 
wh'>rn Or, I'ordyi e R irker, pn'^ident of the Acade- 
my, forcibly citaracterizcs as "a most adroit machine 
pdtticUn, who has the fluent faculty of forcible ex- 
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pnadoB, often man effeeUve in excited assembliee 

than rn!m p<'rsuasi«n and <?otind arpumenl, who. 
whatever may be his other mcrite. can oot claim to 
1>e ft OMdieal pvtetltioiier/' This gentiemtit, the 
<tevices of which he is such a mrister, packed the 
fneetiag of the academy and sprung on it a series of 
' feeoIvtioiM, making allegiance to the old code a con- 
iMtioQ of mi'mtKTship. The rosohitions !)eirig of the 
nature of amendmeDts to the organic lawg of the 
academy. uoCtoDS to defer a conddemtton of the 
roadntioiia until a subsequent meeting, were voted 
down and the members making the motion greeted 
with hisses and derisive cheers. This action is all 
the more to be deprecated because of the fact that 
the Academy is a purely if-TiHfic body — the leading 
scieotiflc body in the Ameru uti medical profession — 
and beeauBe there existed a tacit understanding that 
no diacussion of ethical qupstions should ha allowed 
at its meetings. A year ago the matter came up in 
nIalJoB t6 the action of some of its delegalee to the 
state society, and Dc. Flint then r xpri s«ed himself 
in strong terms against any discussion of the code 
or ethical queatioos to tiie Academy, and niiged that 
bucb (jueations should be left to a sister society, the 
I^ew York County 3Iedical Society, where they 
properly lielongcd. The gentleman at the late meet- 
ing had his forces well in hand and Lad tlie cfTnjn- 
tery deliberately to declare that it was his intention 
to "throttle" the Academy by liaving a motion made 
to reconsider the vote by which the resolutions w^e 
passed, and then movlofr to iudcflDitcly postpone 
ihe motion to recousider. Sensible awxi in theacaii- 
emy lent themeelTes to thia lidiciUous method de- 
igned to txike nway from a corporate body its power 
of expressing its future will ! 

The impKuion which the evenings proceedings 
must create in non prejudiced iniivU is fitly ezpres- 
«ive in the comments of the venerable president of 
the academy, whose admooitione were treated with 
contempt: "I wilt frankly avow (hat no odp present 
<cuuld have been more disgusted and offended by tiie 
ways and methods of the leader in last evening's 
bad work than myself Painful as it is tu < iid the 
inlimncy and break the friendship of mori- than 
twenty years, I can never forgive him for dra^triug 
his noble father from the pinnacle where hi- l» auti- 
ful character and grand professional work had 
placed him, down to the mire of medical pontics." 



Tor lIoLHKS DmsER.— The complimentary dm- 
ncr given Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes by tha New 
York profession on the 12tli nil , was a memorable 
affair. About two hundred and fifty guest* put 
their legs under the tabie at a place they call 
Delmonico'K, and the reports arc siufflripntly explicit 
to cooviuce one that the potent, grave and reverend 
seigniors bad what children of the world would 
classify as an A I good time. They forgot for a 
season their "honorables and LL. D's.," and re- 
verted to "tliofle happy days of long ago, when you 
Wert' Bill and I was Joe." 

There was, moreover, a choice selection of the 



j literary element, and the feast of reason and flow of 
soul were in keeping. Dr. Fordyce Barker presided, 

I and his very happy remarlu introducing the gue^t 

I of the evening, were anpplemented by « veiy witty 
original poem by Dr. A. Smith, from which we give 

1 the following quotation : 

I You'vw hfrtnl the •W-a' ' iii H ODp-h'JStiklliiy 

Which, tinishi <! in BM.st..|i ih<- si-lf s&meda^ 

I Tb«t the City »f Lbtxrtn went to pot. 

[ Did « century service, and Uieu vrns not. 

I But the record's at fault which sajra that it tnt«t 

I Into ttrngHf a hnp ot amgrplroaB dust; 

iSar afnr tiM wrack «t tliat woMtsifttl tulK 

\ Out of Cb« lulBS tb^ MT» a hub; 

I And th« hull hrut !ilnc<! sitood fi>r Ko.stitn loivil. 

Hub of tl»«> UfiivHrw^tiote (liat dow n. 

IBtit an ortiTl.v Jmii, l^ nil \siil own, 
UuBt tuiie liuiiieihiug ceritriii to tiim upoa. 
And, robber cushioned, and tni«i, and bright. 
We have tlie axJ9 ber« to-nigbt. 
I Tbrioe wtflcome, tb«n. to our festal board 

Tbadocrtor pottt, so doubly stond 
\ WftliaeiPOceaavenaswitbMtlv* wit; 

Pi>eta miK itir, >ou kOOW, non ./*.'. 

, Skilled to dtawt with Imlfc or p«*n. 

j His 8tl'^n■'■l^1 'li'fi'l I ir 111 inir men . 

I With I h'.i')^liUi NuiiiiiH iin <'v«ry j>aK<i 

T'i the veiiu> wiili viriuoil* rSgV. 

Or with a syrinK** to iiij«ct them 

With sublimate to disinfect them; 
I To abow ariUi demonstralor'a art 

Tlw e«a>lri«E dumbera of the heart. 

Or armed with a divfaMF sktli 

To rilaire It pulMte at Ma will; 

WUh ^rrtuTi .lis! vertM- to Cfl<*l»nn«» 
Tlifc luavfst ami nitJieM of ttomo Kiv«-r. 

And tht-n pi^-eeil i<> d<>monstratf 
The lobes and tttwuren of the liver; 

To Koothe the piilKe't of the bralD 

With poetry's eocbantiug straio. 

Or to describe to ctaas uproarfoua 

flu kifif«e»m^i »c<en»riu*i 

To nerve with ferror or appeal 

The nUmKijih mtiKcleg Into slwl. 

Or. pulling their atuiehinent. Av>* 

Whono- they aris.' and where thej no; 

To firf the eye by wit ronsumniatf. 

Or draw thr aqiieouii hiiiiM i fv.)m it; 

In limes i){ peril to giv*- the ton* 

To pu>ili<! feeling i-idl>'4l backbone. 
I Or to diwusa that question solemn 

Hw mutdea of the spinal oolmnn. 

I And now 1 cHmi^ my artlow diu^ 
I As per agreement wtth coinmittve, 

And makhv plac* for those mon; atile. 

I leave the aubject on the table. 

Dr. Holmes rcsponfV i in rt r=e. Pi'oplf ba\c f r 
! over a quarter uf a century expected only go<j<i fr< lu 
' hts pen and they have never bees disappoiniHi. 

Our space forbids the reproduction of the poem.Hiul 
, we fliid it diftlcuU, in the very profuseness of iu 
' lieatity, to make a wlection from ft; the closing lines 
I are, however,. peculiarly touching: 
I 

Brothera in the art, who live for otli«r^ needs 
la datr'a tioiidage, menu's gradousi deed& 
or all who toB beneath the circl lug suu 
Whose eveninj; r»'st than j-<>tjr>i more fairly wou ' 

(Though many a cloud your stnigKling luom oh9<.'umi. 
What aoaaet brings a brighter ahr than jroun* 

I, who your lal»oni for ;i a ii-U- have !iliare<i, 

New tasks have aougbi, with new companions fated. 
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For Salure's 'W'n ant far too ofl»-n seen 
A loiterer by the wavejj of Hip)x>iT«-iie; 
Y*-t n 'Vind th^ fai lii-r fi u ti.lship i wine- the new, 
My ^ •>ltstl■p8 wanitw. *»ui uiy heart Is tnie 
N.,r .■ f r toTT^vXn the living <.>r the tlea*! 
Who trod with iTi«? the patli« wh^re Hcieivoe tod. 

How can I t4-l) you, O niy lotrinK Crieads, 
NV)i;<t ii|(ht. wlMt wanutb jowJc^oawvlcMneleiuli 
To liftt's tote Iwurf aIm! sty sony I* mibv. 
In ffldinf Mcents fUter on mf tongue. 

SwtM'l friends, if atariiikin^ in th« banquat'i bla/c. 
Your blushing (njent must fare the >>rt^th of praiwe, 

SjM-nk not too well if iirif « s< ap''- will know 
Uiuiseli trtiiijtli|4iirr>(t in its r'l-ii'ni'- ^;low; 
Say kitidly of bini wlmi is, i liictly. ln»»', 
RcmHinbering always he tuelouKs to you : 
D«>al with him aa a tniant, if you will. 
But claim him. keep him, call him brothfrsflU' 

Biahop Clvke, of Kliode IslftDd, rcspouiled lo the 
toast ••The Clergy;" Mr. Evarto. to •The B«r;" Dr. 

T. Galllard Thomas, to "The Medical .Pr»)fe»9ioD ;" 
George William Curtis, to "Literature;" and White- 
law Reid to "The Presa." 



Da. Matthews Dlmcan o>' ^trrility.— la the 
iDOttrae of the third Chilslonbui Lecture, Dr. Duacea 

(British Mwlical lotirnal) m;ikcp some exceedingly 
limciy remarks on the subject uf sterility. It is 
Kercely u ezagfention to ny. in recent practical 
wiirks on sterility, there is exhibiti d i nlirt» 
igooranoe or entire neglect of the laws of fer- 
^ tUity. Every woman from fifteen to forty-five 
is regarded as likely to bn-ed. If she be sterile, 
a <:iire is at once set agoing; and, if a child 
be not bora, the f^lure is not debitetl to the 
nature of the case, hut lo (he wiint of ingenuity in 
the doctor. A repulaiinn fn cvirina: sfrrility is 
sp')ken of ad if it were f«uu<led uu bui^statiilini claims. 
The prevalent methods of curing ateriiity are 
fotindetl on an irnp!ii'i! flioorv timt it in n5'>«f rn^f's 
arises from impediment in the way of the »perma- 
tocon reaching the ovum. Without Bufflcient 
evidencf, strn ttirt-s :vre asptiraed to exist, versions i 
and tlexiou uf ttie woinb are held so to dbtort the | 
interior passage as to prevent progress of the sper- \ 
tnatozixi. cfrvifril ciit:irili 'lelieved tn ^tnp them j 
by mechanical obstruction or by chemically poison- 
ing them;«nd for these real or imagined evils sterile 
women are made the subject of treatment. It is the 
theory of mechanical obstruction that, l)y its | 
simplicit}' and directness, has possessed Uie profes- , 
•nd the public; nud accordingly many operations 
and im xliflcjitions of operations antl very many in- 
struuK-iUs, have l)eeu devised to do away with the 
obstruction. The theory has liad real rational sup 
port in tlx- f^K * tint dy^njtuorrhfDa of !i ^im^tnnrlic 
kind does, as uln*iidy siiowo. fre*iuently accompany- j 
the sterility, and in the supposilion that the same I 
obstruction wiiii 1i catisei* sleriHty by Impeding the 
entrance of semen, causes ubo dysmeuorrhu^ by 
impeding the esit of menstrual blood, or rice vend, i 

I'. li:is h)ul still lii'ML- >rt'i^f;i< tfrry i^'.iitp'jrl in iho vh- 
servalioo tiint the ctirc uf the dysmenorrUa'a does i 
oecariooally brin^ w iih it cure of the sterility. 1 



' The very zcid with which the mechanical theory 
i of sterility has been fostered, and its treatment in 
I many ways pursued, has led to its present de- 
cadence, and tliere is nuw increased attMitioa paid 
U) oihcr dcparfments of firtihly than conftiption. 
Especially and justly, the difficulties of naturally 
starting and healthily continuing pregnancy are 
brought protiiiuLUtly into %'ic\v. The mechanical 
j obstruction theory has begun to shrivel, because of 
the impression produced by the enormous, though 
inexactly ascertained, proportion of the failures of 
the attempts to cure founded on it. Even the igno- 
rant sterile women could see that, if the theory of 
causation wire truf, lliere was an easy and jdain 
theory of cure; and they could also see that the fail- 
ure of the so-called cure was prejudicial to, f f not 
destructive of, the theory. The importance of the 
difficulties of pregnancy now brought into promi- 
' nence will, on account of its great reconditeness. be 
' received with no enthusiasm, such as welcomed the 
i olistruction iheory: r\nd tlie physicians who enter- 
tain it can offer uo such brllliuut prospects of cure 
to their confiding patients. It is, however, a decided 
<!tep of progress in a subject of gnat practical Im- 
portance. ■ 

It is in Qermany that this department of slerlilty 

has l>eea chiefly studied, and Ortlntwiildf of 5?t 
Petersburg is its best exponent. Hecognlsiog the 
importance of this work. Dr. Duncan taltes the 
liberty of using it to show the great incomploteness 
of even the most advanced accounts of the subject. 
For Orflnewaldt, sterility is truly never a disease 
but A symptom ol a disease. Nature has. he 
no limit* to female breeding other than the 
natural changes in the sexual organs that are ob 
served in the senile state. Sterility Is one of tlw 
most frequently occurring disturbances of function 
caused by diseases of the female sexual organs. In 
these views, and in bis whole work, it is implied 
that sterility depends on di«ease of the sexual 
organs, including chietly endometritis, mcsometritis, 
perimetritis, and parametritis. The diffleultica of 
conception, he sjiy, hfivc only a sliglil importance, 
compared with the disorders of the more import- 
ance, compared with the disordera of the more Im- 
p4)rtant vital processes of pregnancy, and these dis- 
orders affect chietly the tissues of the uterus. 



The Editok ok the Puoi'oseu Jocrsal ov thb 
American Medical Association. — I*erhaps the 
discussion uf the fitness of any particular man for 
the editorship <»f the proposed new journal may Iw 
somewhat premature. Tlie tlrst tpiestion to be 
determined is whetlier the journal shall materialize. 
The fact, however, that the committee having cbaige. 
of the preliminaries has deterailaeil to advise the 
mat* ri dization. coupled with the other fact that it 
has clected.^iu so f^ir as it is able, one of its own 
members to the editorship, maltes discussion of the 
iiuestion of the timers of the gentleman si-Jected 
(4Uite timely. It is an extremely delicate question 
to approach, and. itoubtless, it has been this sense 
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of it? delirary whirh ha« rmi«rri stirh ^^ilrncp in re 
ganl 10 it on ibe pari of the jouruals, wliicU are sup 
poMd to voice the settttmeotq of the proresrion to | 
mtittorg of general interest. Tb«i silence fi:!", !iow- 
CTcr. been very gugg^tive, aod wo hazard little in i 
Mying that bad a gentleman of ackoowledged fitocM ' 
for tlu- jKisilioQ been namcil, tin' ^i)< nee would hnvf 
been much more broken. Dr. N. S. Davis's exalted 
position before Ihe profeaaion of tliifl country, and 
the great personftl regunl in wbidxhe i> If I'! by the 
members of the association, have prevented criticism , 
of his fitnt^sH for (his position and have caused 
silence when praise could not be honeatly bc> towed. 
The meeting of the ansnciation, liowever, ifl nigh at ^ 
hand and what oecdH be sai'l must be said quickly. ^ 
OaiUard's Medical Journal is tlie Hrst to spealc, aad ' 
it does so in a Ave i>;i.:,"r f^ditorial, the len^fh licinir 
apparently largely due to an effort to prevent the , 
enttlof effect of its stetement of aober tnitb»--en ! 
rfTort with which all will ht*arlily sympatbize. 
Vanity ia one of the weakneases of human nature, i 
We all have it in areater or lesser degree of develop. ' 
ment, and it hurts* \i> \o liave it pricked. Dr. Davi- 
iaa veteran editor, Imving been for nearly thirty , 
years in tbe baroew, and. doubtless, is fully per- ' 
suadcd of hi» ability to fill the bill for tbe new jour- 
nal. If he ha<I not been he would certainly not have 
allowed his name to t>e presented for the position. 
Bui is he the man for the place? Our contemporary 
thus admirnhly fleflnes the qualification of rin editor 
for a Journal which shall be thorougliiy rcprc- 
ientative of the Amerleaa profession as tbe propoeed i 
journal must frDm ii^ very nature l>e: 

"He should Ih- -utilcienlly mature in a*e to have 
had opportunity fur acquirmg literary, cditoriul and 
professional experience and judgment. He should 
be of very superior education. An easy, forcible, 
lucid and industrious writer. A manconHtitufionally | 
and historically free from prejudice and partittan- 
ship. Kiiul l<(it tiiin of nature, ju.sl, temperate, 
frank, ready i« sUic his opiuious, and fully respon- 
sible in the'defence of them. He shoidd be sufti- 1 
oiently well read in all of the departments of bis pro- 
fession to be an admitted judge of good original and 
selected matter intended for such a journal, llu 
should unquestionably be one already declared by 
the [)r()ffsj-iiin to ;i tlioroughly M-ioulifir phy-i- 
ciiin, ami nnt- known tn be a competent and gucccss- 
tul etlit'pr ot u inc'licul jnurnal. With these essen- 
tial reauisilea not for the editorship of a medical . 
JoumaJ. but for sucb a medical jonmal (a journal 
put forili ;ind forward as the highcvSt exponent of 
the knowlcdu'f, science and skill of the American 
medical prnf( >--iii[i i, it, will be .m (.;i>-ier mnitiT I'nie- ' 
termine by how nuich the riin\mi"i i-, nppoiulcti for 
the purpose, have succectlr l <.\ t uii d in their Kelec 
lioB of an editor for the journal of tbe American 
Medical Assodatlon." 

How docs the proposed e<litor conform to this 
Standard? We will let mir contemporary answer: 

•'Dr. N. S. Davis is well aud favorably known fo 
cvi ry physician vi this country i- an old 

teacher, a far older practitioner, a proliliit auilior, j 
and an old journalisJ.. He is 'the father of the 
American Medical Aesociatioa.' He filled, and i 
filled well, every ofScc in Us gift. He is tbe chair- ! 
man of its .ludicial ( 'ovmcil. The cu.sl'xlinn of the 
aftiiociation for over a generation. Viir. Iru^led and 



faithfid mentor, guard and friend. He has attendctl 
almost all of its theeting:^, and is l)elt«.>r informed in 
regard to its record and its laws than any onelivlng. 
He is a good citizen and a good man. 

"A beautiful record this, and one that evtr^- 
person will love to praise and be glad to reoaembef. 
But does sucb a record malte a journalist, and. above 
all, a journalist who is ! cf f iite and found a journal, 
and m)l only a journal, «jut a great journal? Those 
who do not know what is nec« --ary for •^ui ii work 
will say yes. it docs. Those wi>«> do know, and 
know well, also. Dr. Davi.s' life record, will give, 
though with regret, a very difT. rent answer." 

It is no dispart^emenl tn u uian to say that he has 
not the (|ualitle« necessary in an editor. Xo man 
is expocl!ed now-a-days to bean Admirable CricbtDu. 

The IOtuk al Cui^i^. — Tlie Medical R' cord mak^;- 
the following jiwt c()minciU> on retuarks by Dr. 
Austin Flint<(a most ardent champion of the Code 
of Ethics of the .\mpriean .Medical .\-*s iciM'io'T in 
the c<iur8e of his series uf articles now running in 
the N. Y. Medical Journal: 

"There is \\\\\<: (!(tnbt," nay."* the Medical Record, 
"that the activity displayed by those holding divrr^c 
views regarding the qucstioti of ethics is leading 
many who heretofore have given little thougljt tn 
the matter to begin a careful examination ot the 
subject for themselves. A series of commentaries 
by Dr. Austin Flint on the Code of tho Ameriraa 
Medical .\s>soeiation is m proccas of publication in 
the coluums of our valued contemporary, the New 
York Medical Journal. In his remarks concerning 
the i)ort1«'m f^f Ihe rode that relates to consul tat iooi?. 
Dr. Flint claims thai the exclusive dogma clause uf 
the code was diKctcd not so much against tbe 
hnmo>npnth<i a« afralr tlie «tenm ^^octor^, or Tb-jm 
sonians, etc. lie furtlicr claims that the Ameriiau 
code was not intended 'to interfere with the practice 
of medicine, under any rircumstanrc ?, in tho caufie 
of humanity.' He saya that 'the rcs'.rictions of the 
code are in no wise inconsistent with the demands 
of humanity in r';vjes of < mergency.* Tiii- view of 
the case is certainly a novel one, and one that, »' 
far as we are aware, has never been taken by any of 
tlie or^ani7x;d Ixtdies that have heretofore accept(''l 
this code. If this is the correct view, it is greatly 
to Ik; regretted that Dr. Flint had not brought it to 
the notue <>f 'he profession at an earlier date. 
Curiously enough, he goes fni t'i say that M pra» tie*- 
ba'ied on an exclusive dogma is not a proper ground 
on which to refuse to 'meet practitioners in consul- 
tation.' 'Any physician ha.s a right eiilier to orij^ 
ioate ur adopt an exclusive dogma, however irra- 
tional or absurd it may be.* Dr. Flint hope* that 
the American Medical Assk i;ition 'will adopt such 
modificationa in the phra.seolog^ of ii^ctioo as 
will place rei^trlctions on consultations, not on the 
ground of doctrines or forms of belief, l»ut on separa- 
tion from and avowed unlaguuitim to ihe medical 
profession.* If Dr. Flint would personally ui>re this 
Watler on the udention of the ii>soeiati. Ti at its 
pro.ichlng meeting, we have little doiilit that miKh 
could he effected in the way of restoriug liarmooy 
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■u thf profi'ssioti .\. imu li lu'ttiT and 1:istini,' solu- 
tioa of the questiou, however, would be arrived at 
if the ttMociatioii itaelf woald rewind all formal 

c«">di,-s. ami ttiinply urgt; the profession to establish 
cthicnl rogulHlions as local circumstances might 
rentk'r most expedient. If tlie American Medical 
Association would for the future strictly confine its 
delilH'rations to the oonsidprafion of piircSv scientific 
niAlter:i. science would be the gainer and propriety 
would loie notUog." 



TllJ- Kxi'KilIEXCK OK A Ve*»ft\hian'. — Dr. T. Pi. 

AiHiun thus records his experience in the british 
Medical Jouroa). Starch 8. 1888: 

Lust year, about tin-* firnc, I dotermined to «cf; 
how 1 got ou if 1 abstained from the use of animal 
food. A year has dow elapsed siooe I have touched 
fish. a»>h or fowl. When I fr>f sturtcd I did not 
feel that satisfaction which one fceU after a Qesh 
meal, and the vegetables tasted insipid; la fact, t 
had to use sauces and pickles to get them down. 
Time gradually tised me to my diet, and now 1 can 
eat them just as they are cooked. I have lost alt 
desire for the condiments, such as sauces, pickles, 
-«picos, mustard and pepper; salt I use in small 
^^uaulity. My taste for alcoholic liquors has also 
giooe, and, with it, my likmg for tobacco. I wii> 
Oi,>!<^iv>» ns :i rn'c utiti! I took to vegetable diet, and, 
during my trial, i have Ihicd constipated only once. 
For tlie period of a month I was traveling, and could 
aol ^;et my brown bread, and so my bowd« did not 
act >io well; but a return to my whole meal bread 
soon cured that. T am fond of mental work, and I 
find t!i;it T cm do rn./r<' work on it than on a mixed 
diet. I have not had a bilious attack or sick head- 
ache since taking to It. Rheumatic puns flitted 
alK)ut my joints, and I was afraid of rheumrilic 
arthritis scttiuic to; but three months sufficed to rid 
me of these. My urine used lo he loaded with 
lithate?, but the sediment went in a fortnight's time, 
and T have not seen a deposit since. My renal secre- 
tion often has a sweetish smell, and sometimes a 
stnell of roast meat. There has been no decr&ise m 
hoflily powers, and I can run and take exercise 
a."* Weil as ever. I have gained seven pounds in 
weight daring my experiment. My senses are 
.Trufrr. ej^pecially tho-e of ttuofc nnd ^tupII. My 
sexual passion has moderated, and is not so violent 
MB on a mixed diet. I have a good flow of animil 
spirit^ and iiin very rnn'ly dcpro.'jscd. I do iioi i tit 
more foo<l on my new diet than I did as a mixed 
feeder. Breakfast consists of hrown hread, apples 
and a cup of Cf 'fTee; in summer, 1 have lettuce in- 
stead of apples. Dinner is usually compo.sed of two 
vegetables, hrown bread and a pie or pudding. For 
tea I have a cup of milk and wafer, bread and iam. 
Supf>er, when taken, is bread and jam, cold pud 
ding, or boiled onlous. Eggs, milk, butter and 
chHW I use only in moderate quantitiea. 

TuK British Mkdicvi, I'poKEa^ioN and thk 
TtiJCPUO.Nb. — We have been much interested and 



f 

I amused at a pon(Krou8 editorial article in the Medi 
\ cal Press and Circular on the subject of the tele- 
; phone. It discoasee tlie manifest advantages which 
; must accrue to the city practitioner from the use of 
1 the iostiument, how, if a member of the telephone 
I exchange, his patients might save time and the ex- 
pense of a messenger by leaving their orders for 
calls; how he might when on his rounds in a distant 
part of the city, telephone to his otUce to inquire if 
there have been any calls to that sectimi. tlnu oh* 
viatiug the necessity of his retuniing to his office: 
how time and even lite might be saved by the 
prompt Rummona la cases of accident; how, in case 
I of nerd nf instnimrnts or me<licine. he might order 
them without delay, and thus iu detail it goeb 
through the manifold advantages with which prac- 
titiom rs m towns of even 5,0(K> inhrihitafit'^ and up- 
I wards in this country have long been familiar. The 
' most ludicrous thing in the article, however, is the 
I gravity with which it discusses the udv^mt.tges 
I which would accrue to the hospitals and the mem- 
I bent of their medical and surgical stafFi In Dublin. 
\ where our contemporary is iniiili-hwl, from the use 
; of the telephone. At present, however, the Dublin 
I Telephone Exchange is not open at night or upon 
; Sundays or bank holidays, which would seiiou.xly 
' intrrferp with the usefulness of the instrument. But 
are iuturmcd that "the onterprisiog promoters will 
I take an early opportunity of keeping it open day 
an«l night." Surli enterprise cannnt nf course, Ik* 
\ too highly commended, and it is encouraging evi- 
i deuce that our benighted brethren across ttie water 
arc not yi t m(irihiind. Wp infer further from our 
I couteccporary, that the relations of the profession to 
I the telephone are pfwsUcally the same in London 
I and Edinburgti !is in Piihlin. Thi'i i> well-niu'h in- 
credible. But things are improving and the article, 
which to an American reads as if It had been writ, 
ten not less than five years ago. closes with the pre- 
' diction that "some years hence we will probably 
wonder how we got on ^tbout telephones." 



"Is It a CANciiu?"' — i^rofessor (ioodell iu a lec- 
ture on cancer of tbe uterus '(PkiUuldphIa Medical 

! and Surgirnl Reporter: "Now, suppose a wnmnn 
I comes to you,and you diagnose cancer of the uterus, 
I are you going to say, 'SCadam, I am very sorry to tell 
you that you have a cancer?' No; don't you do that. 
' I should not tell even if she i»ked me to tell her the 
I truth; but in the m:ijority of caaes they do not want 
I to know, and will Miy to you. 'Now. doctor, if you 
I find a cancer don't tell nie.' No matter how good a 
I woman is, or how folly prepared for the futuie ahe 
I may be, the knowlcilge that she has a cancer is u 
I terrible blow, and she at once gives up. I>egins to go 
j down hill rapidly, and soou dies. I never, except 
I in very ran in : im rs. tell the patient thnl she has a 
' cancer, but I alwB} tell >inne member of the family, 
i or a friend, exactly wfiu' is th'' matter ."'uppos.; 
I the patient asks Straight up and duwn, 'Is itacan- 
' fcr"?' You d ) wH'it to 1(11 a lie. and you do not 
' want to say that it is u CHiicer. 1 get out of it in 
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tiiis way: I say. 'This is not thiil kind of cancer | 
'Which yon understaad. This is not a hard cancer I 
like that which come« in the broiKts, and which is 
bnpcle<««. You havt? a bad ulceration of the womb. 
It is not hopeie^a: there are cases which ore cured.' 
About three years ago I learned a leMOB on this 
point. I wa« asked by a physician to <cc a near 
reialive of hia. His auapiciou was that itwas a caa> \ 
oer. I Mid to him. -'SuppoM that this la the caw, I 
shnll I tell the !adyy' He replied, 'Yes: she nuirht I 
to koaw ; tell her by all means.' After I had ex- 
amified and found a eareinoma, I taid, *I am ▼ery 

snrry to <;fty thai this is nmlis:n;int," und tlien went 
OQ and told her in so many words what the trouble | 
was. Slie nener rallied from that. She made up \ 
her mind that her days were numbered, and that 
tltere was no use in doing anything, and in a short | 
tioie she died. I say, then, never tell a woman that i 
She has a oanoer/' 



Pamcis and RHEtTMATfC ExDocAHnrTifl.— In a 
paper by Dr. T. J. Maclagan on "Klieumatic Eudo- 
earititi^) (British Me<lical Journal), the author re> 
marks in conclusion. — "Sulii in \n the preparation to 
which I give preference, not because I regard it as 
superior to salicylate of soda as an antl-rfaeHmallc, 
but hrrausc it mny be piven in larj^e and and fre- 
quent doses without causing such disturbance of the : 
system as not unfrsquently follows the use of the 
salicylate, and nece^siitates if* mispension. My ex- 
perience» too. is that those treated by <ialictn (which , 
is a bitter tonic) oooTalesoe more rapidly than those i 
trc.ited liy tlie salicylate. There is an impression : 
abroad that it is very expensive. It is not so. Two 
of the chief English manufacterers of it have told | 
me that they are prepared to supply it to hospitals ; 
and dispensaries at lOs. 6d. a pound. Con vn! essence ' 
is so much more rapid under Its use, that I um not 
sure that it would not in the long l un prove chea|K'r 
than Ralloylate nf mdn. But wiiii h- vcr iRempl<iynl. ' 
let it be given in large and frcfjuenl doses. I make i 
this appeal in the inta«st of the heart as well as of 
the Joint*. T.pt every cnse of anite rheumatism hp 
regarded and treated as one in which heart compli- 
cations may possibly be prevented, and it is prob> 
ably that in s ime c.ises they will l>e prevented. 
But every hour Is of importance, for it needs no 
argument to show that the daag«r to the heart Is less 
in a case in wlii< h the course of tlic liist-H-^e is 
arrested within twenty-four hours than it i« in one 
in which three or four days are expended in tiie prO' 
ccse. The fact has never been accepted by the pro- 
fession thai the course of acute rheumatism may in 
many cases be arrested within twenty four hours of 
the time that treatment commence.*^. The reoogoi- 
of that fact is the keystone to all possible success in 
the prevenlioa of cardiac complications. ' 



A New DierovKBv in UriLJi.— VVe Icaru from 
an advi^isement in an eschange that that enterpris* 
ing firm of scientific pbarmsdsts, Battle di Co.. of 



CAL AGE. 

SU Louis. Mo., whose methods we have hud pre- 
vious occasion to ventilate, have discovered a new 
principle in opium. The profesdon will be da- 
lighted to learn that neither in morphine, nor nar- 
cotine, nor codeine, nor papaverine, nor in any of 
the other principles in which Ihey have been wront 
to ''eiirrh for the pain-relieving property of npivini. 
does this properly reside. The renowned discover- 
ers of India and biomidhi have added frarii lustre to 
their name by discovering tlii?i property in » t\<.w 
principle, to which they have given the name 
"PSpine." It is evidently not an alkaloid liln» tbe 
n»8l. as the termination would sncgcst. but api>ears 
in pleasant liquid form. It is, moreover, apparently 
not dangerously powerful. Its dose ranging, in tbe 
lani^uage of the distinguibhed chemists, from "one* 
half to one teaspoooful." this quantity represent ins!: 
"from one- half to one grain .of opium in aowlyne 
power." It may strike some as a little singular that 
an aetivo principle f a drug should be sixty fold 
mure bulky than the drug itself, and that a Uqnid 
principle should be prepared from a perfectly dry 
powder. Tlie«e things are, however, but trifle?. 
Genius can ignore conaisteacy and towers aloft 
above such earth-bom tnunnwlioga. 

We notice tlint in their advertisement.<; of i.^dia 
and bromidia (active principles, we preduny, of 
iodine and bromine) these wonderful crsatots repro- 
duce the certifli ales of profes.<»ors of materia me<lica, 
together with those of profeMors of the other divi- 
sions of medidne in prominent medical colleges, at- 
testing the great value of these articles. We expect 
shortly to see in the advertisements of "Papine" the 
certificates of our leading organic chemists. Surely 
jealousy of the fame of Ihe great disooverers will 
not restrain them from fiemnlinir their rneetli of 
praise. .Sucii jealousy, thougii extrenu-ly natural, 
would be unworthy and should be whipped into 
subjection. 



I.NHERiTAKCK OF CANCER.— That remarkably 
clever doctor^ Mr. Jooatlian Hutchinson, made a 
valuable communication to the 'British Medical .\s 
Bociatioo at its last meeting. Speaking of the in- 
heritance of cancer, he imd the laws of inlieritanoe, 
as with property, so with disease, concern connec- 
tion, and not origin or production. The inheri- 
tance of a fortune is a very different thing from iu 
acquisition and gives us no clue as to how Ifaat may 
have been accomplished. The causes of cancer, m 
we meet with it in practice, may, perhaps, be use- 
fully cbMsed as three: senility of tissue, loesi irrita- 
tion, and inheritance. The fir^it two are. strictly 
speaking, causes, the latter, ailiiough of great im- 
portance, is only a mode of perpetuation of that 
which the former Iki- r Arigiuated. The f ict> con- 
cerning chimney sweep cancer gives the best illus- 
tration of what is meant Before that maVidy was 
practically 8uppre«wd by act of l'.ir!i;imcnt, it wn.^ 
commonly noted that when the trade of sweeping 
went, ee It ofken did, in a family, pronenesa to auf. 
fer from soot warts, and for soot warts to degenie. 
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rate into cantir inrr»'as<'d !n su( ('(";>iive «*»'npmtion?. 
That is an example of tbc liability to a form of can- 
cer, produced In tlw drat InBtanoe by « local caiun, 
perpettmtf'd and intensified by hereditary transmis- 
fliOQ. We witness the genesiA of cancer, and see the 
dwiw taken by local irritation and Ittberitaaoe, and 
h«w entirely flecoBfl.iry tlio lalf : i - r- regards the 
former. A brief definition of herediiy in the case 
<»f tlw tnuunnlsrioii of cancer, fa a special type of 
cell organization, ptrniittin.i: with erciitcr caxe tlian 
in other persons ihe injurious indueucc of local 
cauaea Mr. Hntchintos does not doubt that the 
hereditary tendency in some cases may be too strong 
t«> wait for the help of exciting causes. In this way 
can be explained almost all cancers occurring in 
rly Hf^. 



TiiK Electric Liout is Sukoeky.— Mention has 
often been made of the probable use of the electric 
light in i^urgfry in tin- future, but it Is (iiiitc recent 
ly that it \\m actually been brouaht to practical use. 
lo Vienna apparatus has been devised for lUumln- 
ating the sore throat, stomach, bladder, rectum, and 
various cavities of the body. This apparatus nsiuU- 
ly (xtosista of a long tube like the ordinary stomaOh 
tube or catheter, but having such a termiDating point 
that a small Swaii'^ electric lamp can be carried in 
a cone-shaped depression covered with gla&s. The 
Mceesary oondnctiag wires are carried in the tuNi 

Tho whnjp arnvn^»mpnt does not Increase rHnft rially 
the size of the ordinary lubes above referred to. 
Carbolittd glycerins is used to InMcate the instra- 
rnr-nf. and when it is passed into any of flic mvifirs 
mentioned and the electric current allowed to pass 
Ihrough the bnroers, the examination of the ttsaues 
is greatly facili'nted. In:nrt:ments of this kind are 
in actual use, but it is difUcuU to conceive how they 
are going to materially increase our Icnowiedge of 
the change taking place in disease Illuinination of 
the stomach cannot be made strong enough to enable 
us to look through the opaque abdominal' parietes 
and distinguish cancer of the pylorus. Science 
must discover some means to render the abdominal 
walls mure transpareut before tlie electric light can 
l)ecomc an instrument of precision iu diagn<»is. 
It has Ik'cii uM'd to exaraitie tlie under surfaces of 
the Uver after the abdomen bus been opened. The 
operator has carried the U^t to every part of the 
exposed cavity, but wo cannot iindfrstnnd how the 
patient can be beactit^ by such illumination. 



'"Kiford i"! * «nvant whose researches have reoti- 
fied au impunant point In mytbol*g>'. He Ua^ 
demonstrated that it not Vulcan, but Hsrcury 
whprn Vpnu<« shotild marrj'." 

"Some one asked Rioord if sniaU>pox and the 
other were of the same family. 'They are sisters,' 
naid he. 'but not of ttie same bed.' " 

" 'The condom,' says iiicord, 'is a cuirass against 
pleasure and a cob web against danger.' " 

"At the Convent of St. Jean de Latran there is 
pre.<terved a famous relic in the shape of a serrated 
ring used by a mediosval saint for the discipline of 
the retiellious desh. Btcord was ')ne day Mited by 
a young ludy, nn ingenue de xiiion, what w.is the 
character of ibis relic, made doubly famous by the 
witUdsms of Voltaire. Ricord was somewhat em- 
barras!>ed at first. 'Ah, yes,' replied he. it is a 
crown of thorns.' " 



RioOBOtAjrA.— Chicsgo Medical Journ^: The 

French doctor is fond i>f flavoring his professional 
work and reading with literary digressions and 
witty sayings. A surgeon or physleUn to be really 
great In Paris must utter an occasional epigram. 
There are araiining anecdotes told of every promi- 
nent Parisian medical man. There exists a collec- 
Hoa of these "morceaux choises. " To judge from 
llie colloelion, Hit ird is the greatest man in Paris. 
The book is full of stories about hiui. Here are 
aonw *lUconlhwa": 



C[nx>R0!<'0AM Brbatb m Gastric DisTURitANc.E. 
—A eonespondent of the Medical Press and Circu* 

lar writes; There is a symptom of g:ai?trlc disturb- 
ance in children which I have never yet seen men- 
tioned in any text-book. French or English, and yet 

it is almost invariably c'>nst!uU and generally to be 
met with at the deAui of the affection, so that it may 
be conslifered as a pure premonitory sign, I mean 
that of the breath, which smells as if the child had 
freely inhaled chloroform. I have always found 
tbat this "chloroform breath" not only commenced 
with the gastric disturbance, but continued daring 
the whole period of the malady, and that its cessa- 
iion indicated also a cessation in all the other gen- 
eral symptoms, fever, vomiting, etc, at>d >. nn>v- 
quenfly a rftiirn to lienlth. T have remarked this 
peculiar odor in chil<lren of every age, and once iu 
a grown up person. It xras then vety strongly 
marked. 1 do not pretend to be briogiog to lis'hl 
anything new, but 1 have never heard thn pecttliar 
symptom alluded to anywhere. In gastric derange- 
ment or emfnirraif gaKtri'/uf as the French call it the 
breath has always been described as possessing a 
heavy odor, but that Is very different from the 
chloroform smell which is sometimes so pronounce^l 
us to be liable to induce the medical man to believe 
Uiat the patient Imd lieen using the anesthetic. 



TuBATMBirr OP FcRniicutS.'— It is well known 

to-day that the matter of furunfle=^ is inncnhible 
j spontaneously, and it is considered that this spon- 
I taneottS inoculation is encouraged by the softening 
of the e[)idermis from the einploytnen» of the pr>uJ- 
' tice so often used in this affection. The primitive 
i boil becomes thus the point of departure for 
secondary ones, which manifest tbem.selves in the 
neighborhood. To prevent this inconvenience, M. 
i Labbe had the idea of employing successively for 
' the dressing of fiirunclee a solution of clilorHl or 
phenir .teid. but he perceived that !hi> dressing, 
which was undoubtedly antiseptic, did not binder 
tlie softening of the epidermis; it was thus he had 
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r»-ca»ir«c to colloriion, ii !ny< r nf which h> iilm <■(• 
arouod tbv furuncle. The result aoBwercd to bis 
ejtpeetatioDS, for no secondary evil appeared. H. 
Psisteur discovered the microbe of the furuncle, 
wbich ho found situated at the summit of the pus- 
tule. However, it will be borne In ' mind that 
secondary evils do not always depend on auto- 
iaoculatioD, hut often are the re«uli of a diathesis 
at prctwDt not well understood. 



MnuicAL Notes krom Chicaoo. — The Chicago 
Medical Society are making an effort to e-taMi^h a 
public mctlical liUrury. The society meet every 
second Monday even in i; and were highly entertained 
at their last meelinj^ by Dr. W. T. Helfield, nvlif> ex- 
hibited on caova« thirty micru-phoiographs of 
miCTo-orgmnlsms (the same that wera usod by him in 
his New V(jrk Cartwright lectures) with a running 
comment on each. 

An extensive addition is being built to the Cook 
<. ounty Hospital, and u training school for nurses 
on Uonore street is rapidly approaching completion. 

The practitioner's courses are now in progress at 
the three regular schools. The Hush Medical U mls 
with a class variously estimated at from 2d to 
The Cibicago Medical, who were the tlrst to organize 
.■ruch a course coincident with the atlvent of Doctor 
.Teaks to their faculty, and which formerly had the 
largcil classes in tlie city, now havt 10 or Vi, in ul- 
tendance. n falling off since last year of about 75 per 
cent. TiiL' CnlleLrf • f Plijsicians and Sijr^cnn« have 
about the same numtH'r m atteudaaco and are proud 
of their snooess as be^nuers. R. R. A. 



<'ruK OK TUK Pi i itPKiiAi. !?i{i;a-i . — IV. fijuut 
says a more careful study of this subject would yield 
better fruit than the elaboration of Porros* opera* 
tlon and other subjects of similar magnitude. 

Obstruction to the removal of milk is a fruitful 
source of trouble with the breast. Kubbing should 
be resorted to. or an older and stronger infant 
applietl. Care and skill are needed in the employ- 
ment of massage. Muisliti^ is a source of consider- 
able mortality from sepsis. It may occur as sub- 
cut-nneoijo irttiinluliir or >nh liliin'lular masti1i«. To 
prevent suppuration the breasts should be carefully 
emptied. Careful massage may stiraolate Uie capil- 
!nry < ir( ulntion and diffuse the locai tnilnration. 
Hot tincture of opium on absorbent cotton wilt con- 
trol the pain. When suppuration occurs two objects 
should Ik- i;i vii w Iuist< ii luarmi: process and 
prevent scarring. The unguentum plumbi lodidi is 
a good remedy in many of these cases. 

KmtCTOV AOKNTalNTUOI'l CF.D INTO THE EAB. 
Biowu-Sequard announced (-\cad. de.x Sciences — 
Metlical Times) uol long ago that the iuiroductii*n 
of a few drops of obloroform into a guinea-pig's car 
causes dciith by mttii'i^o rncphalif fs X'ulpiun h;is 
more recently shown that the lutrod action o( hydrate 
of chloral into a rabbit's ear causes extensive muco- 



r;ui<i''? cTtfTi^ivo muoj- purulent hmnchiul ofT\i-ion. 
lasting for several hours, which may cause death. 
Small doses, which do not give serious t^ymptoms at 
the time, arc sometimes followed by vertigo, lastin;r 
for a month or more. The application of these 
facts to the local treatment of earache or nearalgis 
by instillation of Chloroform, ether, creaaote, etc.. is 
very evident 

CAtrfBRIZATIOlf OF THE CUTORia IK IIVSTRUA.— 

The late I*rofessor Fricdricli -hortly before his 
d( ath luul prepared a paix-r, which has since be(:a 
published, on this subject. In many cases of 
obstinate and seveix- hysterical :ilTe<tit»ns be has 
found that cauterization of ihe clitoris by nitrate of 
silver has had the must beneftcbil effects. The 
cauterization must be .wvere, as slight superficial 
rnuN ri/ ition tends rather to agjrravale the disease. 
The puin is ut first severe, antl during it the |MtUent 
must remain in t)ed. Among Ihe cases which he 
gives as- rtirnd ■with extreme rnpidily by thi.< raetho/i 
are — only ot paraplegia, which had lasted for a year 
and a half; byetericat aphonia, lasting for two years: 
glossiiplegirt, lasting for four months: tonic spasm (-f 
the spinal accessory, lasting for sevvn moothsi and 
several cases of general severs hysterical oonvul. 
sloos. 



' Ci'itN AND W'abt Cl'kk. — Gezon's nrmedy for 
corns ami warts (Journal of Cutaneous and VeoeMsl 

I Diseases) i- prppnrcl a-, follows: 

I ^ Acidi salicylici. ............ gr. xxx 

I Bxt. cannabis IndiCK gf- z 

CoUodioD - 3SS. 

I 31. 

I The amiable geutlemaa who edits (?) the Louis- 
' villc Medical Herald has not yet redeemed the 
pledges he recently i^inde to observi- the amenities 
' of reputable jouraalisro. The following it one of 
I his latest: "The British Journal of Homceop^y 
, and the New York Medical Times should he rend by 
' every practitioner, in order that he may know what 
j aretheWatlve merits of seieaee aiKl supersiittoit 
in medicine." To which the Times rcj»pond9 thus 
fittingly: "This is very well su far as science is 
I cAneemed. and we are duly thankful for our share 
' of the compliment; but some representative «»f super 
slition ia mediciuu is obviously needed to complete 
the list, and we know of no Journal better fitted to 
serve in that capacity than the Herald itself." 

A rin ular reprint of u cliiiic.il Urturo on "Outi? 
Medi.i Purulenia," iiy l)u Iley H. Ueynoids, M. T).. 
Professor of General l*athoU>gy and ni>-eiises of the 
ICye and Ear in the llf>spitnl Collf c^' of Medicine. 
Louisville, Ky., and editor of the Loutsvilh^ Mcdi 
cal Herald, has l)ecQ received. Under the guise of 
i a Bcientiflc article, it is a clumsy adveftisemeQt of a 
proprii t.try iii(»;b''ino. We trust the lenrn A S'-Mlr 
' umn has been liberally paid, as he ccrtuiuly descrvt^ 
! tf> be, for lending his name, and that of tke in^ 
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stitution to which he bclougs, to such n pulpiiblo 
advLTtising dodge. Tke enleipming maaufacturcrs 
c&Q, (loubilcM, afford lo 'llbwritly fee this distin. 
gttislMd enploj^. 

Angelt and niim^ti ri of grace defend us! "Coca- 
lac" is uow delivcml to a ionij suffering profession 
from thf proliflc womb of the authors and flni^licrs 
of iodia, brotnidia and pai^ae. It Is the combined 
n.-tivf prtiM iii!! - iif "foc'i, milk and Ihepprrsil phns- 
piK^uls. ' t creal "phospiioids" is good — almost as 
good as "pspine." All that b bow wanted to make 
th(r thinfT take ts an adverlisemcnt in the form of a 
clinical lecture* by Bomo di8Utigui«bed professor in 
aottie disllDgtttsbed ctfllefe. If tbe msnufaeturers 
will address us wc cnn give them the name of aflrst- 
class man who will do the job at bottom figures. 

A BoatoD clertsytuan. in his Fa«t Day aermoa. 
made use of the following expression in Ihe course 

of remarks on Ibc arts of the demagogue: '•But 
%vlml fares the declaimer save to gel the clap and 
pi.T>uade the ignorant who pin their faith on his 
nieeve. ' A c>>nieinpontry suggests in such coonec- 
tion ihnt rhetorical holdni-s- u? the use of figurative 
exprc&>ious should be rha^tened by a ruasodablc 
fsmiliarity with teehniost or colloqatal terns. Ac> 
cording t<j Wed=tor, rlnp si:inifles a sthkins^ tngc'hcr 
of the bauds to signify approbaliuu, but as a col- 
toqaialisan H mesns sometliins referenae to which is 
not strictly proper in the pulpit. 

rvtract Troni advertising pamphlet written 
by Dudley S. lieynolds, M. D., Louisville, 
Ky.: "Otitis media Is n Tery consmon form of 
catarrhal indammatton, extending by continuity of 
structure through Uie walU of the eustachian tube 
from the pharynx lo the tympanum, and It very 
rarely occurs in persons who are not already affected 
by Ihe cnn^firufional manifestations of malarial 
poisoning. ' Wliat a dreadful thing this malaria must 
be in tbo latitude of Loutovlllel 

The lodiaoa Medical Journal relates the following 

Comp!in-if>nt paid Hr. PtTiy hy an Irishman, who 
credited the doctor with saving his life: "You see, 
sur. I bad a complication of diseases, an* two other 
doctors di(l be '.vdrkinii on me for some time, an' I 
was iu a mighty bad way, au' the two doctors Ibey 
gave me up an' wini away, an* thin me fiieods they 
siut for Dr. Ferry, but bc bad another engscemcot 
an' didn t come." 

Tite r«ix>rt un Amerivao Medical necrology', as 
published fn the Trsnsaetlonsof the American Med> 

ica! A-sociation for 1882, contains biographical 
sketches of fitty pbysiciaos whose ages are given. 
Tbeavenigc age of these fifty is 61 years. Seven- 
teen hail p!i5>.<.'d 'lu> psalmist's three score years and 
tea; thret.' had passed four score; aud one bad 
reached lli'j p;ifri;»rc'lK!l age of IH*. 

The nundnrof < uwsin Winaipet; aud immediate 
▼ii-inily is siv hundrerl. The milk ronsunie<l in (he 
(iiy fi ll'.' till ti-and gallons a day. Thin niiiko.« 
5iT<;-».si»ry u liturnal secretion of over hj\ and a half 



irallons a day for t^ach cow. a yield to which the 
Winnipeg cow ^with tite ixM^ible asi>istaoce. it has 
been malleiously suggested, of Red River) is, how- 
ever, quite equal. 

A .«urgeon once jeeringly asked rt Quaker if he 
could tell the difTereocu between "also" and "like- 
wise." "Oh, ye.s. 'said the Quaker; ♦'Sir William 
Fergusson was a great surgeon — his skill as an 
operator was admilte<l by almost every one. You 
are a surgeon 'also,' but not •likewise.*'* 

"Hyde on the Skin." "Edis on Women." and 
"Burnett on the Ear" arc announce<i by Messrs. 
Henry C. ^J'■.\.'< 1^ >ii .V P.). TToro a bundle of op- 
portunities for punsters and paragraphists. Tbo 
Medical and Surgical Kepwter will surely not allow 
them to pass unimproved. 

Boili us a piece of business enterprise ami ns an 
evidence of faith, the establishment by the Muniock 
T.iqnid Felbd Co.. of a free hospital of seventy beds, 
in which to trst tlii'ir pro'lui t, is tiuique. A food 
wbioh shall take the place of the mother's milk has 
been the dedderatum of pcsdiatrics, and If tbe test 
proposed shall demonstrate that it ha.s been sup- . 
plied, its discoverer will be a benefactor indeed. 

Sugar of milk, two or three dracbms dissolved in 
A half tumbler of warm milk, and taken before 
breakfast, is s-Aid to be a mild and efficient laxative. 



Maxcal or OnrjnoLoov. Btjr D. Berry Hart, M. D., F. R. O. 
p. £., Leetttmr on MMwIfefy sad D ties s es ol Wonran, 

School of Uedidae, Edinlninih; Late As.slHtaiit to the 
Profwsor of Mldwlferj-. University of IvdinVuirgh : Late 
rrenWeiU of the Royal Me<lical Society, c-t.- An.l A. H. 
Barbour. M. A., B. Sc , M. H., Asairiant lo tU. Profe.-wr 
of Midwifery, University of Etliut>urKh: Late I'n siiJent of 
th»> Koyn) McHlical Sfx-ifiv. Vob. I mmI IL. With oat; Ulbo- 
{^raph and two hundred and ten wood -cut*. 
New York: Win. Wood X Co. 

These two volumes are, respectively, the January 
and February numbers of Wood's Library for 1888. 
They certainly form an admirable opening for tbe 
year, of these remarkably cheap publications. .Sucli 
is the status of gynaecology to-day, such the charac- 
ter and volimie of its literature, and such the famil- 
inriiv witli till.' snlijcct among the general profession 
tl.ui uuy ucw irt^uli^e uu the su>)jcct must, iu order 
to receive endorsement, possess exceptional features. 
These rcqui'iitc* tht' wnrk hcffirr us has It cannot 
be said to be an original work, and neither is it a 
mere compilation. The authors have aimed to pre- 
sriit .\ f liMiful mirror of the latest and best in this 
department of medicine. They have beeo tram- 
meled by none of the pardonable conceit which 
makes an author sotn<1iini;s unduly enthiislustii for 
|)ar;icular methods and theories which he has hiui- 
silf originated. Their experience has l>een ample 
for the tilting i»f (he views of the various gyniBcolo- 
gical lights, and the work contains their judgment. 
Thi5 feature makes it unique in gyniccological iitcra 
ture, and mu.st commend it to the general practi- 
tioni r. uiiosf tinie and oppfirtuniiies prevent ex- 
iiaustive study of the subject. 
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The wnrk is very profusely illuslratcH. wliich is 
Mother feature. Ttie illustraUoDS full^ subaenre 
tbelr {Hirpose in eadi cam. bat Vb»f cftunot be m!d 
to he i)f i\ high order nf art. Tin; li tlt-r press jiuii 
binding arc remarkably good, evca without a refer- 
ence to the loW' price of the library 8et^l6.00 for 
the twelve volumes. We are pleased to learn, by 
inference drawn from tlie increasing exceUeDcu of 
tbe mechanical execution of each series of the 
Hbriu-y, that Mchis. Wm. Wood & Co. are Andiog 
thi>: enterprise nf ftirnisbing the piofcariOD with 
chrup books ptrofitable. 

Ta& Fu,\cTios.s AKn Ihsorder- oktbk Hkj'hoih i rn e Or<.\ss 
In ChlWhrv...!. Youih A. lull At.-.<, and Advan.-.-il l,if.'. . nn 
siderrd to Uteir PhyKiological, Sm'inl. and Mor^U KclutioiiH 
WiltiMB AotOn, M. R. O. S . L»t« Sur^n t ' tlx- IsIUik 
ton IHqiaBiaiy, and Formerly Extania to tiM VeiMreaL 
lIoipltilB, Paris; ttaUowaf tha Itaral Madleal aad Chltnr- 
Rical Sooia^. «(&. ete. aucth Edttton. 
Philadelphta: P. BiaUMon Son A 0». 
DMtett: Johtt Xaentrlana. t 

Tliib is nn exceedingly intereslin.tr book, and 
protitable withaL It diacuaaos in plain language, 
and with little dicttmloeutloo, the functional dis> 
orders and hygiene of the goneralivc iipp;iriitiis 
While it contains^little with wbtcU the mediad man 
it not Inppoaed to be familiar, it It written with 
a vigor of alyle und a directness of expression < ini. 
nenlly calculated to awakca the reader from any 
indifference or listleanieaa regarding tbe important 
queetioa which it <Mecue»eB. While, moreover, it is 
written more particularly for medical men. the pre- 
scription of the i)eru8al of it by a large class in the 
community (such as are tineasy in r> mini to 
sexual f\ni(ti(>n^> would hp most cvrcllfiit inivice. 
The cunliaeut will find in it reasons for cuniiuuing 
to be virtttont. Aelotlmated in the preface, "the 
(li»-o!tite will Ik* taught on positive uml irn fnifjable 
ground;*, the value of &elf control. The bachelor, 
who is often placed in a tryin|( social poeition, will 
gk an I on^dbition from observing that not only are 
his sexual sufferings rG<x>goized. but tlmt rules are 
g^lven him for their mitijtation. The married man 
will tind advice and guidance, in nrdi r to avuiil 
exoesaes. Tbe surgeon will learn Itew to manage 
thoee dlfflenlt claMes, the hypochondriacal and the 
libervine. Lastly, the advocate who prui-ticeain the 
divorce or criminal courts will here find the basis 
for many valuable arguments —nay more, he may 
learn how, in many cases of guilt, fair cause may 
be «bown for a culprit's committal to a lunaUc 
asylum instead of to a prison." 

The book should be caiefnlly read by all having 
in charge bny^ verirtocr into mnnhood. us wvW as In' 
young men who arc prtme to the evils which it 
diacnwes. It the matter of treatment, it Is full and 
explicit. 

TtMTtt Ansi ai, {Un'iinT 07 the Sf.i kf.tahv nr the MiruiOA!* 
Stati- liDAni of Health, for th« Fb<eal Vear «iiding S«p> 

t. Ill ,. r }>, Haniy B. Baker, M. D., SecreUrjr, Laa- 

MDg. Mll-ll. 

This is an Svo volume of 592 pages, containing 
n record of the truuactions of tbe oieettng* of the 



Statf Board nf Healtb and the f^nnitnry Conventions 
held in the State during the year, and tbe papera 
I read before these meetings. In addition there are 
also !i report of tbe ImmiLTiint Insptction ^^^^^vice 
in Mictiigan, Meteorological Reports, and a Sum* 
mary of the Weekly Reports of Sicknaee during tiie 
calendar year 1481. It is a volume of mudi intrinsic 
j value, the papers with very few exceptions iK-iog of 
■ a high order of merit, while the work of the iude- 
' fatigable secretary ( omee fully up to the cxpectutlons 
which the profession, as wcI! !i> the public, hnve 
long since learned to form of any tifsk uaderiakei^ 
by him. 

The TkA.vsA.-TiomorTn 4iinnw» XsMoab ▲moaianeat. 

Vol. \Kxni. 

Thi.s, what seems likely to pr>)ve the last, volume 
of the Trmimctlotta of the American Hedtcal Aaeo- 

ciation. was received just ten and a hnlf months 
after the meeting at St. Paul, of which it is a record. 
This delay must have been somewhat exaspemtlo^ 

to the members of the u-ssociuiir.n, and to thos4» not 
specially informed it soems unaccountable and inez- 
cutable. We have learned, however, from one who 
is in fk. position to be informed, that the issue wji^ 
delayed under the hope that the index of all the 
transactions from the date of the orgtuiizaiion of the 
ussoeiation, and which lias forupwurri^^of two years 
be<^n In process of preparation, would be v>:».>\\ in 
I time to be sent out with the present volume, ii 
j found, however, that the index could not be ooR' 
I pleted before the next meeting of the as«wciHitr>n at 
i Cleveland, on tbe first Tuesday ot June, and the 
I Tolnme was forthwith sent out. We are glad that 
even this somewhat invalid excuse can \w m-i'lf , fir 
certainly such delay without some kind of au excu^^. 
would he one of the best possible reasons for the 
establishment of tbe \vr< kiy juumal for the publira- 
tion of Uie tr^sactions and papers— an enterpri^ 
which we cnnnot but regard as itl.advned. under cx- 
I isting circumstances. 

Any reference to tbe conienu wonbl be 6U|ic»r- 
fluous to such readers of the Aor as were readers of 
its predecessor, the Michigan Medical Newa» io 
which a copious digest of the papers was given Im- 
mediately following the St, Paul meeting 

The mechanical portion of ilie volume is good, 
the letter press l)eiug of the flnes^t quality '\nd thi? 
\ binding mure substantial than tliat of previoua 
j volumes. The improTcment of the binding, how- 
ever, destroys the uniformity of the set and Ihit in 
, very objectionable. 

I Appenmnees indlcnie that the volume before ua 

is the last which will be i<;?ued by tbe associat ioL. 
those haviug in charge the con»i(icration of tbe 
feasibility of establisbiog the weekly Joumnl befog 
quite unanimously in favor of the ^nn. 

Sl'BOKVL\ AMI 1X8 OLAN'D ^)|•,^;ASK^ An illtl i • UlCl i.ili t.» the 

I(i«neMl i'.itholoKV of Scr. 'fulu witli «ti iu-vuuul of ()i(< 
HiHtoloffy. DKit,'ri. isis .vnl rr.»atment of il« GlaitduLar 
AffvKnions By l-lvderick Tfevei.. F. R. C S., Eiij{., A»> 
UKtant Sui^t'on to and Senior Dt-nion^trator Of AesSoinj 
] at ttie London Hospital, etc. Price lu c«iitii. 
1 FbliadslphJa: Henry C. Lea's Son A Oo. 
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TUa work of 7T pagM, 8 to, and bound in 

PHper cover. The author recopiizes the intimacy 
of the relatioo between scrofula and tubercle aod a 
goodly portion of the work it devoted to a diietu- 
aion of ii. Tlif scrafuloiis taint is also fully con- 
sidtml in the light of its modifying influence on 
varfoaa ailectioBS, ijphllfs portfealarl j. The treet- 
m«'nl of Hcrofida structures is full and in harmony 
with the motft approved riews. The book ia • 
merrel of eheepMtt end no better iBveatrnwit oould 
IfC made than the purchase of a copy for ttif physi 
ctaa to carry with him for perusal during snatches 
«f leifuie. 



I 



CbryMpliaiile AcM. 



> Oboi!(axcb and RntinuTioHB roR Rbouuatino tbk 
Riuablnst Uotuc DrainacaileKlaitnUlOD aod Uceniiiig of 
PtOMbewi ia tlic qty of Phllaiiinljihia. Aa Nported bir the 
c<iiii]Bitl«a«rei. Prim 10 cmti. 
PbDadilpltla: T. Blakbtoo, ftoa ft Oo. 

Physicians are frequently consulted io regard to 
the (Iniitjairc and plumbing of dwelling"?, and the 
time is, we hope, coming when it will be held to be 
one of the moat Important dotlea of the medical pro- 
f<.s-iinn to give uJvice iu such matters, Few, how- 
ever, are proper qualified to give definite instruc- 
tioDS other than luch as their good judgment and 
common senae may dictate — tliey having had no 
special education in such matters. To such, as are 
tons unqualified the pamphlet before us wiU be in- 
valuable. It contains instnictiODS ia tlie most ap- 
proved methods, in u nut shtll. 

Coi(](f!«ICABI.X DlSKAHE!» IK MlCBIQAN Dl^RiyO TBS TbAB 

EBdiiw8e|>tomtier«>.iaB«^andwork ot Board oC Beattb 
fMtrfctiBcaanM. A report pmittrad !a tb« oflioa of the 

S<'rr'»rary of tlip StTti' Bonnl nf Health. 

aMXhtau BteXKiAL KtcpoRT or thk Board or Tairt^TEi^s ahu 
(Xnrers of the Minnenota Hospital for Insane, at St. Peter 
(Dr. C. K. Bartlett, 8upeiiiit«iid«Dt), and ot Um Second 
lloairital fer Inane, at BoehMtar fDr. J. B. Bow«im. Biiper 

Intendentt. 

Bow Cam WK C«CAFK Lv<iAj«ii V .- Uy c'iiu«. W. Vag/e, M. 
Amittawt FUttmat for iiiMane. Hartfonl, Conn. 

VaaosirrMis or Ooixcaa-IMunt Nui \» t«s MaitiCAL PaorcM- 
•KW. A paper lead before tba Anwrteaa Aeademy of 
Medleliie. October «7, 1889, bjrClisa. Melatln, Jr., M. D., 
fiSaloR. Fa. 

VACCiNAtiox: .lenner t'». Uerifh. A pa|wr read before the 
8aoil«i7 Oooveatkm. at UreenviUe, Mioh.. AprU, im. By 
O. M. KartlB. H. D. Oiwovilte, Midi. 

V Ai.t iiit T- lUY AtibREiw. I>eli%'ered April 2, 1K83, by J. M. Da 
CwAta, M. D.. to tlt« Qraduatlof Cla«a ot Jeffenwu Medical 
College. niUadelpbla. 

lltrO.!" OK Pliix KKKINO!* ll.LIS'ils STATf. BuARD Of HSAdTII. 

Vuarlcrly meelliig, ( hicago. .ViirlJ li 14. 18*1. 

PKocaBDi>-a8orTitBaAinraav Oovkoil or raa Kuaiaaim 
Tallej. FUUi annual nMtting, at JadEwn, MbN., April 3 
and 4, 1M. 

Oimfop<Enrr Nbi"ro«E8 AND MYri iTi-- Hv v i' < ;ibiif> . M, 
I> . rrofeaaor of QrthopcBdic liiuyei-jr iu the New York 
PulycUoie. Repitot tram Joanial oC Mental and Nervooa 

l>i.'*i'*R.»'f. 

Tnr. TniuTMiRrr or Arm: ¥j zK)tA. tiy Otforg*- H Iloh<f, 
M. v.. Profewor of Hygiene and CliDical Dermatology, 
C'olle^^c of Phj'sioians aad Surgetirui. Baltimore, Md. 

Tkk rHYKioLoov OP Ai.coHOLiCN. An address by Wm. B. 
C»u-K-»'»-i'- ^> • I'l- li <. . Authnr i)f • principles 

of Hiiiii.-ui rii.vM"li '>;y. ' Mental Physiology," etc. 
N. w^ ork : Niicioiiai TdmpenmeeSocMir end PubUca 
tJon House, M Reade St. 



BT A. B. GAmKUH, M. D., PKOFEBBOB OP AVATOKT 

AND DEIIMATOLOOT, DBTKOIT MEDICAL COLLBQE 

I am acquainted with no other remedy which so 
uniformly gives goad results as a local application 
in the treatnocnt of those diseases of tlie sItiB cliar> 
ftctfrized by the production of scales, as cblJBO- 
phauic acid, and especially in psoriasis. 

When the acid was first introduoed Iqr Squire, it 
was recommended in strengths of one to two 
drachms to the ounce of ointment. Few physi- 
clana of to-day use a stronger ointment than fifteen 
grains to thr ounce, the ^fronprr preparation pro- 
ducing too much irritation of the skin. Under ita 
uee in psoriads the scales are speedily ranoved, im- 
provemcut occurring within ten duyr* after its em- 
ployment. The preparation is a variable one, and 
in some Instances this may be th4 reason why 
Btrougtr ointments have been recommended, I 
have found in some instances the acid almost inert, 
a two-drachm ointment producing no effect what- 
ever, while with other preparations a ten-gmin oint- 
ment would haw to be disrontinued hfcause of the 
irrilaliou it produced. It will be found, tuo, that 
there are some skins peculiarly susceptible to its ac- 
tion, even the mildest ointments musing a severe 
dermatitis. The acid should always be used in 
mlid ptepteaOons^ not over ten grains to the ounce 
upon its first application, and a five grain ointment 
would be preferable. It b not a good application 
upon the face on account of the irritation it pro- 
ducer ujion the mucouf nienihrnne of tlie mouth and 
nose, and also on the conjunctiva. The mild oint- 
ment is aa well borne by children as adults, leaving 
out the face and scalp It is unpleasant to use on 
account of the staining of the skin that it produces, 
but this is not nearly .«o uusightly as the scales, and 
gradually will wear away, and as it is not necesvtrv 
to make Ihc application to alt the patches of tin' 
dbiease. we can select those Unit are covered by the 
clothing. For local applications, ami where the 
disf'Hse affects only the ^rulp nr fiu e, 1 would apply 
the acid to some portion of the body covered by the 
clothing, using the ointment on the sound skin, for 
I am convinced tliat it=; action is not simply local. 

It will be touud that the preparation of acid will 
have to be varied in the different stages of the dis- 
ease. I do not uieun t!io>e cuie'; where the inflam 
mation is of an acute form, but suitable cases for 
the employment of the acid will do well for a time 
on a fifteen irniin ointment, aod then come to a 
stand-still until a much stroo^r pieparation is u^-d. 
And again, this will have to be reduced, or omitted 
entirely, on account of the irritation it produces, not 
only to the diseased patches, but also to the sound 
skin. Tne strongest ointment that I have used (in 
w^hich the acid wae good) has been 5 1m to the $1. 
in the following ra^e 

Mrs. B., living in the northern part uf Michigan, 
consulted me in Octobw. 1881, for peoria^s of the 
whole bod)- of eighteen months' ''landing. She had 
been at one of our popular water ctires for thirteen 
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months; h«d Uken over 400 baths, and takim bar- 
rd8 of the water intcmally. Iler medscal attendant 
hftfl I ositivcly ffirhiilden the remnviil ul a scale. I 
ordered removal of the scales by soaking wilU flan- 
nds dipped in cod liver oil. and aflerward to use 
cuminrMi soap and a ik-jjU bruah, if T'er^si^iry: fo 
take gtt. V of Fowler eoluiiou, and apply every 
night Bnlicley's liq. picia alkalinis and water, equal 
pari?. I'nder this treatment she inifrovrrl Tcry 
slowly, and ou March 1, 1882. 1 ordered chryso- 
pbaaic acid, gr. x to 1 1, ooemoline to apirty every 
uif^ht; eontiuur itisi nic. Under Ihi-^ Aw improved 
more rapidly for a few weekii, when Uic improve- 
mcDt ceased, and I inereaeed the strength of the 
oinlnuut by de<!:reeH until 1 renchtd 5 iss to the 
ounce. Under this application improvemeul was 
raiiid for two weeks, when I had to omit on account 
of the irriliW-ion produced, and finally returned to a 
gr. X to 1 i. tfhe returned home in HajTt with- 
out a spot on iit-r body. 

The ca^e is narratod to sbow tl»it a given strength 
of the acid will not always answer throTidi tliu 
wKule course of the di.seaae. The next case iHus- 
tratet the propoaition that the remedy ia not elmpty 
local in it!^ artinn- 

Mrs. B., strong, healthy, Irish woman; no history 
of unusual taint; came to 8t. Mary's Hoepital Die* 
peusary for treiitmenf. having {>> lia^i'- nf Wth 
arms, from wri'^ts to shoulderij. 1 had often uotitred 
that patches of psoriitsis which had not received any 
BpplicHlion of ll.e acid di.-ia|ii>< anil as wt U a*. Iliose 
on which it wa$ applied, but a3 I UaU always u^d 
arienic Internally. I supposed their removal was due 
to this remedy ; biil ti» (iett-nninc tlie point. I gave 
this case no int<'raal treainiLur whatever. Ordered 
a .xv-giain ointment n])pliLd to the left arm only. 
Ill one week t'n- .irm iiowi il .>-i.i:usof improv) iiu-ut. 
The si cond week it was much bottir, and Ww right 
arm improving. Tim next wi-ck I rlmwid licr to 
the class of the Detroit Medical 0>lleK<-. At tht.s 
time the left arm was almast rid of the divafs", mil 
the right was ali)o improving very lur^t. 1 diu not 
pee the patient after this. Whether she got well 
and did not think it necessary to n lnrn, or wtH tlier 
she did not like my experiments, i i<tuuut tell; 
hut the fact that the disease was rapidly dixap 
pcariog on the right arm, when the application 
was made only to the left, is, I think, evidence 
of something more than a local action of the 
acid. I do not heli(\i- in the treatment of this 
disease by local applit alions alone, as far Iwtter 
results arc obtaineti by a combination of consti- 
tutioiia'. and local medication: hut no remedy so 
quickly and pfTpctTinlly rcmovea the products of 
diiieasc ju> chrysophanic acid. 



Mln4-Reaiiaf vs. MBsele-Btndiag. 

' \ i»ajMT r«ail Ixiforo tin" Detroit Aemlt^my of Me<Ji' int " 
itT UK. JOHN fi. CXARK, CHUVKSSOR OF CUKUISTUY 
AMD PHTSfCS. MfCMlOAir OOI.I.COB OF MBDICiSIB, 

The identity of mind-Cthougbt-l reading with 
that of body'(mtiscle-) reading furnishes a 



subject which of late years has been cxtmBcH 
interesting to students of experimental psychology. 
In the year 18-17 one Brown, an Englishman. ast'.(D- 
Ished the western world by exhibiting an apparently 
mysterious power po.^-cs^-xl l»yhim, which bccalitd 
•'mind-reading." Tht.s "mind-" or "thoucrht read- 
ing,'' as it was also called. ponsisttKi in interpreting, 
to an almost incredible degree, subjeela occupying 
the mind of th>' pcrwn with whom h<? w."^ Iiroi:!-'-! 
into contact. Impressmg the general pubil^: with t]>>- 
belief that he possesMd some occult power beyond 
the ken of scipnti'ts. f^vA only to be e.vpl lir 'vl "i. \\'- 
suppo6itioa of a supernatural or transcendental or- 
gln. In a short time, however, invefltigalions were 
begun from scientific standpoints, and in J'lri- 
1877. the late Dr. Geo. M. Beard published ia tbe 
Popular Science Monthly an article entitled ''Ptiv 
siology of Mind-Reading," giving an account of 
a number of experiments in the phennmctia of %(> 
called "mind-reading," which was followed later by 
articles by Ffof. Q. Croom Itolwrlson. and exptrl- 
ments by many members of the Roy;il Society 
England, including Prof. liay Lancaster and Frac* 
cIs Chiton. The general conclusion arrived ni by 
these invc^tl^ntnr? wii.« "that "mind-reading" or 
'thought-reading' was really 'muscle- rt^iog* or 
'body-reading.* and that the operator wa» directed 
to the object ofcupyinrr Uir mind of the >Lihjecl hj 
detecting the muscular or body movements of the 
subject, viz., mnscttlar tension in the direction »f 
the locality thought of, and rekxatioA wtien the 
locality was, readied." 

In the April number of the Alienist and Neurolo- 
gist we find an article from the pen of the late Dr. 
, Geo. M. Beard, in which some inlert^oiin^ ex|M.'ri 
ments in muscle-reading arcjgiven. The title of ibe 
article, "Some New Experiments in Mus.^Ie Read- 
ing (Thoiijlif Kr.ifl'ns)," at once rrni. fr;>m our 
raind.'i any doubts as to the author s opini(»a of ilic 
identity of the pnennmena of "muscle*" and "mind- 
i"Hdiug;" in fnrt, so pn^ifive ia the opinion rif the 
writer that be uses tlio terms "muscle- reading" and 
"thoufht-reading" synonymoiuty. 

Now, while many of tlu pin rmmena of .<<o c.illetl 
"miud reading" may be aud uudoubtc;ily ate ac- 
counted for on the basis of muscular tension and 
relaxation, there still remain many ex|K.'rimeni» 
which are not satisfactorily explauied l)y this hy- 
pothesis; but we are not aware that any aitcm)H 
from a physicul or physiological standpoint, other 
than this, has been adduced as tending to their 
exposition. 

Mr. Stewart Cumberland, perhaps th(> neatest 
exponent of the nrl before the public at the present 
time, in a recem converstalioo assured me that while 
ho disclaimed anj thing of a supernatural agency, he 
could not endorse the "muscle"' theory, and at- 
tributed bis power "to an extraordinary gift of 
perception, which enabled him to interpRit the 
thoncrhts of oilier-;." hi' In im.' i-ni)rant of ^e pecu- 
liar modus operandi of the phenomenon. 

Scientific investigations tend more and mnre to a 
confirmation of the assumption that "mind is body, ' 
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ftod thmt ttiMigbt to but "body moUon," or, to speak i 

raort' <ioUntifir;ully. "molecular motion," -a motion 
Of ibe ulUmate o^aoic particltjs of which the body ' 
is composed. So we may assume thought to be a [ 
phenomenon of organic motion, di:stin2:ui^hpd 
from beat, light aad electriutly pbeoomcna, the re- ^ 
m\x of motion in inorganic as well as organic bodies. , 
It has long l>een thought ttiat the so calle'i declric | 
tluid or current i- simply mnlcculttf motion occur- 
ring io tbK conducting substance, that «4 the pol«s 
of * magnet are ne>?atlve and positive, so with mole- 
cules, onv hi!f nt'Riitive and one-half nosiiive. 

It is a well known fact that positive ••Ut tricity at- 
tracts negative and repels positive, negative aUra( l- 
ins: r rrpfUini! ne;;ative. Applyin-r this 

fact to molecules, we infer that in the (juiescent : 
State they will arrange themselves with their negn i 
tivo and positive polf =; approximated A«i<iinniti? a \ 
terrotoai molecule in u wire to be suddenly rotated , 
one half upon its axis. It follows that all In conti- 
sjuity will aUo rotate, the rapidity with which the 
motion is conveyed represeaiing the spee<i of elec- 
tricity. Tbto tbeoty illnstratos the action of the 
telephone, the vibratinjr diaphragm imparting 
with inconceivable rapidity oegacire or pcsitlve 
eleciricily to the molecule» of the wire, the final 
rotation causing in the distant instrument identiaU 
vibrviion^ producini similar sound*. So with the 
molecules in the human oriraiiization: Thought 
being this molecular mou m. it is fair to assume that | 
a certain motion of Uie mok'i ul<*!i. w^ilh reference t<> i 
tiieir position in the imer-molecular 9pu<-4;s. will give 
rise to certain phases of thought, the roault of this < 
mf)iion. 

Now. itnprciisJans rccoiveil through Hit; nervous 
system cause certain amiDgements of moIeculeR | 
■Aiiich give rise lo pariit nl i;- iln 'iL-tiV-, Ih*' - (in ■ i. 1 i 
live moLioa invariably ptoiiuciuir «l»c ^-anw! ihouijiit. 
Il<lollo«Sk then, if nervou'? tmprc ^sions pive rise to ! 
thought by <«ujin^ ni >ie< u!ar motion ii-niiiii;; to a 
c irLiin arrungi tnetit of tho molecuka, this motion, 
if produced by utUer nif .ins than through the instru- 
mentality of the nervous syHiim, should give rise to i 
same result, ' rf/o, same tliousiht. 

If a molecular motion, eausetl by a nirvons im. 
pression, tim s rise t-i a certain thought in one per- 
boa. it la ouly necessary 'o coiiVey this iilentical 
motion or vihration to the second person to produce 
the same thought, a contiguity of molecules beini; 
all that IS neceesary a<; a medium for conveying the 
motion. It may be objecteil that itimplc nUaiion of 
molecule*" cantiot possibly givt; rise to the inOiiite 
varieties ot tlm ighl when a t^emi rotation in the 
wire only proiiuces one phenomenon, electricity. 
We answer. In the wire, molecules are composed of 
but two atotns, while in the brain the oraanii" mole- 
culc5 are extremely complex, tbeir approximate 

' iatioM^ iieiug as infinite as the impressions which 
produce thorn. 

Some of nnr rontemjwrarif"? df-prernte the agita- 
tion caused by the Now York c(Kte movement. Agi- 
tation is never harmful. It is necessary to the main- 
t' liatu t of lift Without it life degenerates into 

mere vegetation. 



CliiBBhot WMnda of Abdomra— Mag ioiIb— 

corerios. > ' 

BY PROF. UAI. ( WVMAN. M. U.. MlvlllOAN ptW^MBOB 
Of MEOICIKB, PKTKOIT. 

Till fnlliiwii;!; Causes are of interest becrtuse two of 
(hem wer«' suicidal, and lend to show the frofpicnc y 
of recovery from self-inflicted gunshot wounds 

Mi^s P , a t 17 years, had some misunderstiimlinu 
with her parents, which preyed so heavily upon her 
mind that she determined to end her 'days by sui- 
< ide J^;ic took a -mi!V "?? rn!ibn n-volvcr, uk; 
poiutlog it toward the epigastrium, ilrcd one cham- 
bi r and fell to the floor. Her family were aroused 
by the n-p irt. an;i on r' .ichin:; her si<l'' f lun 1 In- 
extremely pale,ga9piog for breatb.and apparently dy- 
ing. The nearest medical man was called in, bu; 
before be arrived she had vomited freely partially 
digesU'd food, mixed with lil lod. and revealed th«> 
wound io abdonien where b.il! had entered. But. 
little hemorrhage oocurre*! from wound. There 
was no furtlifT vomiting; <!tgn': of ~lii.<*k and mental 
ioqrietude dis lpp^ared entirely after the exbibitiou 
of onc^fourtb grain of morphia. Cold water dress- 
iti:^ was upplird to wotind. I .•>aw t!ic patient next 
day and observed further that the integument aboul 
the wound was burnt and blacliened. Probe would 
not follow the tract of ball. Ord^ rcl i dntinu inc- 
of cold water drcssiag; morphia often enough (o 
control pain, and abstinence from food. No ud> 
pleasant symptoms appcare^l furili»-r than occasional 
eructation of lois. On the third day weak broth ;n)(l 
raw oysters wire givin. Cold water had bi*ei: 
drunk to allay thirst, which was diiilrBsaing for 
some hours. No.-. h'vati vn of tern p< nit ure was no- 
ticed. The observations were tikeii every fuur o: 
nht hourtf. At tho end of a week nhe had so far re- 
rovcn'd that sur'^ical siirveiliHtici' was no 1 onii 
considered oece.-<sary. Four years have now olajised 
and she iuts enjoyed the best of health. Nothing 
has Ix'cn seen of the ball siui e it left the revolver. 

Commiht*. — Did the ball traverse the abdominal 
wall and enii-r the stomach, as would be indicated 
by the vomiting of blood? .\s mentioned before, 
probe could not foili A tni( k of !ihI1 becausi> of 
swelling, wbiub had come on during time tbat. 
elapsed before exploration was attempted. CSoocua* 
sion might have been sufficient to cause the hema- 
tamesia. A small weapon held ^ near to the aur- 
faco of epigastrium, as in the present case, could 
produce sufficient concussion to cau.se the ^hock 
which this patient suffered; just as blows upon Uie 
eitigastrinm may inhibit the accelerator nerves of 
the heart and cause temporary arrest of it.s action. 
Such a imssibility would cover the alarming symp- 
toms in the case of Miss P. 

fasi' a.— Pole, I t, :{(>. Accustomed ti! hardships. 
Fired a 32-caliliri- Imll l"rom a f««vy ri^volver into his 
stomach, with suicidal mlciii. E.xpeclud to reach 
bis heart by that channel. Itevoiver was held io 
ri^ljl liiind. Saw him tiiiic honrs after receipt of 
the wound, lie ha*l vomiieU iilood, . I^uLmj wu«. 
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small, skin cold and clammy, indicating collapse. 
Wouod was one inch to left of median line and two 
iQchea below end of steruum. There had been free 
bemorrhage Probe ptMed obliquely ootwardfl nod 
upwards from point of enlmncc wound, but wntild 
not traverse alxiominal wall. There wa« labored 
respiration for several days, wbldi could not be ao> 
counted for by niiscuU.'ition or porrnssioa of th^irax; 
believed to have Im^d due to wound of the dia- 
pbragm. Treatment oonriated of morpbla inter* 
nally und cold wdtcr dressing. Aflt-r some fever 
on the fourth day, pus diecharged freely from 
wound. A soft robber catheter wan pawed aloug 
the track of the ball in a direction upwards and 
outwards over the rib.<», a distance of eight inches. 
The ball was found and removed by incision from a 
point in the back near the anfcrinr uiigl<- of the left 
scapula. Patient recovered perfect healih after two 
weeks. 

An Interesting feature of this case la, that the ball 
never entered the aMominal c.ivity. yet there 
were all the symptoms of severe shock. The 
stomach was not penetrated by the.mtaslle, yet the 
patient vomited Uood immediately after receiving 
(he wound. 

Theae two easea presented early In their history 

all of the slgtH, except probing, of penetraliiig 
wounds of Ihe abdominal cavity, and, according to 
the 81ms* doctrine, should have been eiplored and 
carefully drained. 

Tliey serve to establish that the mere vomiting of 
blood after the receipt of a >vound iu the region of 
the stomach, is not sufficient to warrant diegoosis 
of penetrating wound of abdomen. 



Laoeratlon of the FfMnnW* iNrinM'Uiu— iltt 

C'ltusatiun aiiti I'roitli ii laxiH. 

BY J. A. WKSSINOEK, .M. »., I».\U>HaI,1.\ Il.Lt, .MICH. 

Laceration of the female periou;um i» a diHicuIty 
of quite frequent occurrence. To demonstrate this 
frequency we need only to refer to the clinical evi- 
deuce as presented in the consulting-room. The 
Instruetlooe for Its repair as laid down by many 
2:yneco'.n(Ti<ts, as well the voluminous writings of 
authoritative text books upon the subject, are gen- 
erally cumbersome, complicated, and oftentimes 
blind. That repair of a lacerated perinieum de- 
mands the careful attention of the surgeon need 
hardly be aseerted, for of all the' evils (o which 
female flesh is heir, few make her more miaerable 
than this. 

C*«MM//V«.— The perin»al body is largely com- 
posed of muscular tissue, and as such it must possess 
the inherent properties of elasticity and contractnity, 
by which, in turn, we understand tliat it is p()ssi'!H.<<t>d 
of limited motion; hence it follows that in a given 
case of normfil labor, with the utrriis driving it>^ eoi- 
tents downward, thereby becoming a downward 
force, the obatetnclan's hand braoed against the 
perinffium and thus becoming an upward force, there 
must of necessity be an ioterveniog point at which 



I there will be a concentration of foroeo. This inter- 
I vening point is the periuteum, and from the nfitu'^ 
I of things, as above indicated, it is the poiat wiicrtir 
! laosratlon will ocenr. From what has been said It 

will be oH<5erved that we lonk upon "support of the 
i perinntum during labor, by whatever means, as not 
I only naeleas, bat detrimental to the patient, and 
i diametrically opposite to the solentifie principle in- 
. volved. Certain^, we are consciou:> of tlie fact that 
there are. at times, other factors at work In the 
, cansatUm of the Injury in ipiesiion, as, for insliim e 
precipitate lalxir, dtsproporiiou betwem the fwtal 
and maternal parts, abnormal rigidity of the perin- 
eeum, contraction of the. pubic arch, the unskillful 
use of instruments, etc., but we look upon these 
causes as rather rare in comparison with the fre- 
quency of the injury. 

/Nv/i/r, ,'^r ■ .— Having obM'rviMl tli;it llie injury 
produced by the concentration uf forces upon tiie 
I penmeum, onr first object is to remove these foreee. 
This I nrromplish. In part, by simply kerplnr the 
hand away from the external surface of the perinseal 
body, and then, to eomplete the removal, I take nd- 
vantage of the principle of el:ipticity in the periaa a! 
muiiclc. I utilize this principle, first, as the he«d 
' engages in the pelvis, by Introdacing the Index nnd 
middle fingers into the va^'iiial canal and depres^init 
j and moulding the perinaiumi and secondly, in many 
I cases, as the vagina becomea more capariona, I in 
i traduce the whole hand and thus with the list knead 
the perinceum until it is thoroughly prepared for the 
passage of the uterine contents. Thi.'rt; are no un 
toward features connected with this process, as It 
can be carried on during each labor \v.\\n without 
any additional di^comtorl lu Uie patieul. Thi^i 
method Is not new or original witli me. It Is not, 
I however, mentioned in any of the text book's on tli** 
subject. It U, as noted io a recent number of the 
AuB, exteodvely Mnpl<qwd by Dr. Alexander Dnke. 
I of Steeven'* Hospital. IVnblin. I have employed it 
j since entering the profcH-ion, and, wf course, iode- 
j pendontly of Dr. Duke's Sttjggektion. 

There may be other praetiliouers who employ 
thi4 method, if so it is very desinble that they re- 
port their experience, as it is by the accumulation of 
practical work and clinical facts only, that we can 
, liope to place medicine upon a firm baijis, and tbus 
j also overthrow the many dogmas of theorists. 

I biSffaXTIOX OF TUROAT WiTBOUT lMerrRljM£jiT». 

— Or. Francis calls attention in the Medical Record 

to a dillleulty whicii all have experienced, vit,. that 
of securing a good view ef the throat in some pa- 
tients, through their inability to depress the tongue. 
The tongue is sometimes so unyielding as to resist 
' very strong effort lo depress it. Dr. Francis sug- 
; gcsts that such puUc-ut.< be brought iu front of a good 
I light, and t^imply, but with force, say: Arh! BarrKU 
Varrmt!!! Likk— ennuciiitini; each word some few 
j seconds. He has found this not only to secure aa 
I excellent view, but also to so dispose the uvula sad 
i surrounding parts a« greatly to facilitate the disg" 
nosis and treatment of the diseased parts. 
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Kci>ort«d for The Hkoicai. Auk by Thos. N. Reyuuida, 
lLD..orDetn]tt.] 

JflOBiOAN State Mkdicai. Society.— The eight- 
eenth aQDual meeting of tlit- Michigan 8tate Medical 
Society was held in the Academy of Music at Kala- 
maxoo on May )ith and lotli [t wtm caIImI to order 
»t 10 A. M. !iy the president. Dr. Geo. W. Topping, 
uf De Will. Kev. Geo. F. Himting. of Kalama/.oo, 
offered prayer, and Hon. E. W. DeYoe, preMidcot of 
the village, welromed Mh» rnnvention to KHltimazoo 
iQ a very gracefiU and cordial addri-!>s, to which 
Pfeeident Toppini; rmponded briefly oa behalf of 
".he Hoci^'ty 

The roll was ne.\t called and the miuules of the 
previous akeetioi; were, on motion, adopted without 

-cad in IT. 

The prcbiduut iuvited the vice-prtsiUculs, Drs. 
French, McColl. RiiM and Stevenaon to sit on the 
plalforin. und Drs Siiinuel J. .lones and Arthur II. 
Iieynoltl»i. uf Chicago, being prc.<eut, were also in- 
vited to go forward to the *ame. 

Dr. Foster Pratt, chairmun of the oxi'( ii(ivt> com- 
".iiittof. announced that tht; incdiral iifnllenicn 
md tht'ir Indies w< p- invited by the cilizensof Knla- 
mazoo und the local medical .<sooiety lo a rweplioQ 
it the Biirdiek Hoij.se oa \Veiiri< >(!;iy < vi nin]^. They 
were also invited l<y ^uiieriniendent l*almur to visit 
the Michffsn InMne Aaylnm. and by ihe preal- 
1( 0' and V rri'tary of the village to inspect its 
various departments. 

The secretary. Dr. Geo. E. Ranney, read his an- 
:iual t-'porr \vhi( li w;i> nrcfjifrd. The number of 
members was two hundred and Mxteen. 

Dr. A. K. Smart, the treasurer, reported a balance 

■fj hand of SH'I.eO. 

Or. VVm. Brodie, of Detroit, reported a catie of 
"Anenrismal Tumors of tlie Scalp. " There was one 



tumor the aizc of a goose egg over tlte occiput, and 
seveml smaller tumors over the senlp. Thei« were 
1 no pulsations, hnr i 'iniit was heard Pu.-siti^» a 
biatoury allowed a free escape of arterial blood, and 
was afterwards followed by a severe erysipolas. 
Pressure wjis not deemed expedient, and ligation of 
arteries was rejected on account of their free ana»- 
tomoflls. Electrolysis was advised, hut the p*Ueiit 
would not eubmit. 

. President Topping read the annual aiidreaa. He 
I oompUmented ^laraaaoo and the State Bontd of 

Health. He spoke of the year as ono of great 
I activity in hygienic matters, both in Michigan and 
I elsewhere. He caUed attention to the rapid iacrense 
I in the pr<»portion of doctors to the population. 

There were 85,671 dociorit in the United States in 
I 1880. or one for every 588 inhabitants. This was an 
iucrctisc of 37i per cent, of phyeiicianH in the la.st 
I tlccade. wliilc the population lu that time had only 
increased iiO per cent. There are now 110 medioU 
colleges in ihe United Slates, but only 93 are recog- 
, nized in lllin»<i.s. These colleges graduated 4,290 
doctors in 1N82. In the last decade medical schools* 
liave increased 70 per cent, and medical i^ttidenta 
have increased '400 per rent !n tlie gradiiati* 
I iu medicine were three limes those in law, and 
twelve times those lo theology. Btate sebpols were 
! criticised for the "fimnhis of their cheap fee.'i to the 

iover-supplyiug uf doctors, and for their free treat- 
ment of patients wdl able to pay for just as good 
treat nu Mt at home. 
I That part of the preaideut'a address relating to 
I state medical schools was referred to a eommtttee to 
I 1)0 reported on Thursday. 

Dr. C. J. Luody, of Detroit, read a paper on 
"Clinical Notes on Errors of Refraction," In which 
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ht noted ttie faet that various hend symptonn may 
lie relieved by propt rly ;uljustcd glassrs. 

Dr. L. CoQuor, in disctiaaiog the paper, spoko of 
MtiKmatiflm in a phyhiciu which ao esdt«d the 

brain an to produce insanity, which diMppeorcd 
after wtiariog proper glHStses. lo another case, epi- 
leptic attacks had grown lew freqtit'nt and severe 
tfU r curectinii error-; f*t rcfr tction. 

Dr. Thomas N. Ikviiuldt*. of Detroit, tv:h\ n pnpcr 
on "Timely ("uthursis." lie confined himself lo a 
ahort consideration of the ralionnl usiu of calbaititv. 
and said he would say nothing at the time of the 
abuse of lh&>u remedies. (Sec page 157. present 
nomberof Mbd. Aob ) 

Dr. A. U. Smart, in di-spue-in^^ tlu- papf r. ciillrd 
attention to the fact tiiat ^omc purging might take 
place, and yet Itirf^ feca) masses he retained in the 
bowe), and refrrn d to n rrjsp in which hf was 
obligiid to reniovu iDuoually, per auum, about a peck 
of fecai matter before effectiDg a complete calhamis. 

Dr. T. A. K:iy rrjiorlcil a hopeless case of cerebro- 
spinal meoiogitU. with deep coma, in which he 
gave three drops of ciotOD oil, on the free action of 
which the head aymptonM instaatij improTed nod 
Ihc child got well. 

Dr. Hugh McCoU spoke of the frequent utility of 
cathartics in many afleetlons where tiM head symp- 
toms wen? seven'. 

Dr. A. ii. l^almer Mpoke instructively iu a general 
way of the proper nuwni'r of using cattwrtics, and 
said that hy sc^me. their usefulni'?^ wu!? alriiost 
ignored; and by many exceUeot practitioners, too 
often overlooked. 

flBOOKD MOBIIOIQ SSSSIOlt. 

The election of offlcers renulted as follows: 
President, Dr. A F. Whelan. Hillsdale. 
First Vice Pre-'ideot, Dr. 11. Tapper, Bay City. 
Second Vloe-Pnrident, Dr. I. B. Hamilton, Te> 
COmRch. 

Third Vice President, Dr. II. B. Barnes Ionia. 
Fonrth Vice President. Dr. Augustus Kaiser, De* 

troit. 

Secretary, Dr. Geo. £. Itanney, Lansing. (Holds 
over another year.) 

Treasurer, Dr. A. U. Smart, ITiidsou. 

.Tufliclal Council, Drs. FosU r I'niii, Kalamazoo; 
U. B. Shank. LaDsing; 8. P. DntUeld, Dearborn. 

Dr. Eugene Smith, of Distroit, read a paper on 
"Utc'-nition of the rornen." ITe spoke of the iii'ii- 
en;l management of these cases, nud recommended 
a prott'Ciive handage to prevent the mechaolea! Irri. 
lalion of the f jctid rnos'iHj,' over llio lilct r. 

Dr. H. 3. iiakcr, of LaoAiug. read a paper on 
"Diphtheria"; said it was epidemic, and the d»ith 
nitc appeared as a wave — more fatal in cold nionihs. 
Did nut seem to bo much ioflueoct.'d by conditions 
of fllltu Length of waves between points of greal- 
est mortalliy in cliy. five or six years; oouatry, 
fouru-crt; more fatal in children. 
• Dr. iirodie thought simple diphtheria non uon- 
tagiuus; malignant, contaglottS, When complicated 
with scarlatina it was always otmtagioua; pbcard- 



ing hodses did no good, Ivnt harm, by alarming the 
people. 

AKTBIIJJOON 8E«t»fON 

Dr. A. H. 6mart, of Uud^on, reported a case of a 
brass giove-button undiscovered in the car for 
thirty yesra, producing a oontiouoos purulent otor- 

rh<Es.. 

Dr. E. B. Ward, of Lalngflhurg, read a poem 
entitled, "Pro Bono Profes-sionis." 

The following papers were read by title, and re- 
ferred for disposal to the Committee on Pabllcation : 
"Plaster of Paris as a Surgical Dressing," by Dr. 
H. O. Walker; "WaU>r and \{* Ilelatiou.i to Health 
and Disease." by Dr. J. It Post; "Etiology of 
Ureihr.ii Intiammation." hy Dr, Henry J. Reynolds. 

The ( onnniitfc to whom was referred that part of 
the President's address relating tu stale ooedicai 
schools, made their report An esoeedingty wel! 
tempered di.<HUS8ioiJ followe<l upon the eut>jort, in 
which both sides of the question were ably and fully 
represented, and after which, on motion, the addrese 
of the prosiikiU and the di'Ciis-ion on ihi'? part of 
it. was ordered puhlistied in tbe traniiactioas of the 
society. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie. of Detroit, thanks were 
tendered to Dr. Foster Pratt and his colleagues of 
the exocutive commit>e; to the president and sec- 
n-iary of tht society; lo the medical profession of 
Kalamazoo for ihc fneuseof the Academy of Music, 
to the citizen:! and medical profession for the ban 
quet: to the vilii^ officials for their invitation to 
vi»tt the water works, etc ; and to the supcrintendeut 
and tru!«tees of Uie insane asylum for their invita- 
tion to visit it. 

Dr. A F Wdelan, the newly-elected president 
was now escorted to tlie cluur, which he accepted 
Irom Dr. Topping In a very sensil>le and appropri- 
iite Hpeoch. after wliich the society adjourned U 
meet at Grand Rapids in May or June next, at tbe 
call of the president. 



Thk iS.\NiTaiiTCoirvnmoR at ReedCitv, Mich 
lOAN.— The convention was held April 20 and 27, 
1883, anti was a very successful one, being fairly 
attended by the citizens of the plac e, hy health 
i;ffi( ers of township'^, cillt's, and vdlagcs in the sur- 
rounding counties, and by sanitarians from other 
parts of the state. Among those present from other 
pliice'i were: Ucv. Geo. D. Gilft spic, D. D . LL. D., 
Bishop of Western Miublgan, of Grand Rapids; 
Hon. John Avery. M. D., of Oreenviiie; Prof. Vic- 
tor C. Vaughn, SI. D.,of Ann Arbor; Arthur Hazlr 
wood, M. D., of Grand Rapids, and Henry B. 
Btker, M. D., of Lansing, Member of the State 
Board of Health; FI D ntriholomew, C. E., of 
LHn.iini;: Drs. C M. Martin, of Greenville. C. 8. 
F'-(il. of Cedar Springs. P. P. Shorta, of Ludin^ton. 
c. V. b-.1k;. J. Kinsley, and L. 8. EUi.s of Manis 
t«*e. F. G. Groner. and Roinig. of Big Rapids, Dc 
Groat, of Paris. E. Ilalsey Wood, of Uersey, nnu 
Parish, of Eviirt. Thc following ht alili ctticers were 

present: Dr. D. £. Robinson, of Maaistee. Dr. I. 
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W. Badger, of Big Ripiflii. R«v. £. U. Day. of 1 
Gtalitlac. Dr. J. W. HcNabb, of Sberidan township. | 

New»yKO Co.. Dr. A. J. Thorn pstMi, of Burdell ; 
towoehip. Oceola Co. , Dr. E. Treailgold. of Ella- ! 
worth toWDship, Ijakc Co , Dr. W. H Aylesworth, { 
of Solon towuMlii|i. Kent Co. ; ttbo Rc-v. Mr Mxrtio, j 
and Mr. A-h. uf A<lii'<i», Prof Foremnn. of I.,iiiliDg- 
ton, Judg« .). IJ. Judkins, uf ICerscy, 'Mi:3><rs. I-ftfy, | 
of Nirvana. Clark, of Trtjuaont, UUey, ofNewayi^o, 
and others. Aflerthe pletisaot inir-ducf^ry rfm irks 
by ibe preaidtiot of the coowoiion liev. J. \V. 
Hsllenbeolu Md » neat and eoidial address of 
wtitcomo by Mr. Willie M. Slossou, pn'sident nf ihe 
vlUage, and a 6lalemejil uf the purposes of tnu cun . 
t«tttfoa by Hod. John Atr«ry, M. D , presideat of | 
the Stftto Hoard of Ileallh. the first pnpi'r was by j 
U. D. Barlholoinew, C. city eoginwr of Liinaiog, i 
Mich., on **Draiaage and Sewerage," In which he 
staled tlie principles which should govern the lay- \ 
iag-out and consiructioa of draioa. the principles i 
which should govern the construction of sewers, } 
calling attention to Ihc difTerent requirements in the ! 
two cases, drains requiring ready entrance of wa'^r 
throughout the entire system, while sewern should 
tw water-tight at tiie |>l-tc«s except at entruoces and 
exits pnivided. He spokeof the rulc-i to bt nh.^crvcnl 
in calculatiog the size where it was attempted to t 
nsake one set of oonduits folOU both these require- 
rai-nti^, iind pointed out the advuntages of the sepa- ; 
rote system under certain circumstaooes where 1 
. applicable. He then made special reoommendations | 
. for the conditions at Itecd City. I 

Dr. E S. Uichiinitmn, of llccd Cify, the secretary 
of the couvtuiiuo, in his paper on the water supply 
of Reed City, showed diagrams itluslraling the sub- 
ject. Tbeflfsiwasa profile of the Flint and Pere 
Harqueite railway from Ludiuglon to Slidlaud, 
dMiwiog tliat the water-supply of Reed City must 
• rora(? lari^oly from the niinr.ill on the circumscribed 
area west of Keed City. Another diagram exhibited 
a section of the earth down to the level of thw bottom 
of the wells from the depot to tlio ct'inetiTy, the lat- 
ter being on the highest ground, aud the soil being 
sandy Bxtraordinary precautions will need to be 
taken to prevent the leaching down from the ceme- 
tery and privjr-vaults in the town, to the water sup- 
ply beneath. Out of a large number of wells ex- 
amined in the plnce, he bad found but two contami- 
nntcH and S'tmples of llic waU-r fioni ihi rn were 
cxbibiled, illustrating the evidence of sewage coo 
lamination : he al!>o showed a sample of water from 
a well outside of town, on premises where there are 
cases of typhoid fever, aud oue recent faul case; | 
the water was very foul, as might be aatldpated from 
the position of tlic well, iK'tween the hounc and tlie 
barn, which arc on banks of clay, reaching into a 
stoatum of asnd which has no continuous proleetmg 
layer <r clay over it aod leoelvee the washings 

fruin the liiiru. ' 
, Hon. J. B. Judkius, circuit judge, read an inter- j 
.etfiogaod valuable address on the relation of peo- 
pit to publio . health laws, showing tliat their could 



))c no true aud healthful liberty of the people, ex- 
opt by a general sopportof such laws. 

I'rof. V. C. Vaui^han, of the University of Michi- 
gan, read a p^ppr. carefully giving the nature of 
food, its preiper office in the body, and a detailed 
account of the Ti -n'i.-* (if i'xaii\inaiion of very many 
different kinds of food, bhowing the nature of the 
adulteration of euch. 

Mr. O. P. Dewey, of Rced City, presented the 
subject of the ini*f!iief done tn piihlir health by 
means uf paleut medicines and quack doctors. 

Rev. B. H. Day, health officer of Csdillsc. read a 
pi|M r on thodisposal of slop water and waste matter 
in villages. 

P. J. Groner. M. D.. of Big Rapids, gave a very 
itilerc^liu" and able rt-Hnnu'; of the present literature 
of the subject of germs in disease, including a list 
of a lar>;e numberof diseases now known or believed 
to Im» c^iuscd by their own specific gertns. Incident- 
al y he referred to several grounds for hope that in 
the near future several of these dis'iases mit^ht be 
favorably mr>difle<l by means similar to that by 
whirii .nmall J) >x is modiHed by vaccination. 

Hon. John Avery, M. D.. president of the Stale 
Board of Htjnlth.rstd a paper aod exhibited dia* 
frnms showint; how nnlin iry (hvpllinirs nirrady 
constructed may be properly ventdatc«l; also plans 
whereby ordinarv dwellings could be oonstrueted 
with gooii ventilation without extra cost. 

C. H. White, M. D., of Heed City, gave a concise 
history of diphtheria, and a short anoonnt of what 
is now known of that disease. In the discussion 
which followed, ilcnry B. Baker, M. D., secretary 
of the Slate Board of Health, presented a short 
piiper entisled, • Epiilemic Waves of Diphtheria," 
showing that the disciise tends to recur in a com- 
munity at compaiativ ly regular periods, and that 
this period seems to lie shorter in citka than In 
sparsely settled countries. Thii evidence si^etned to 
indicate itiul diphilteria wu^ usually spread from 
person to person, and from country To country. 
Dr. Bicbardsoa mentioned cases illustraiing the 
great contagiousness of the disease, and the general 
tendency of the discussioo was in the same direc- 
tion, and at thr- close of the discussion the document 
imued by the State Biumt of ilealUt, on the restric- 
tion and pravontion of diphtheria, was distributed 
to the audienc^ 

Dr. L 8. Eiis. of Maniatra, read an able paper 
on **How [Mseases are Uontraeted and Communi- 
cated," dwelling at some length on recent expcri 
meats by Koch and others, tending to show that 
consumption is a communicable disease. 

C. M. Martin, M. I)., of Greenville, in a paper 
entitled, "How We Get Sick." went over the (ian 
gers, climatic lack of ventilation, from Isck of 
proper cbithlng. from exposure to contagion, (h»m 
impn>per water-supply, from impropcrfood, making 
a very instnu iive aildres-s. 

The coiivt'iition eloped with votes of thanks to the 
otticers. etc , aod Dr. Avery responded on behalf 
of the State Board of Health, for the inteieaft mani- 
fested in the cunventioa. 
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State Patrokaok of Scikncb. — AdviceB frwn 
Fmnco announce that the minister of instruction bag 
introduotMl to tl)o chambers a bill having for its ob- 
ject the increai^e of the annual pension now enjoyed 
bjr Pa««t» ur. from 12.000 franca to 2S.000 franca. 
This pensiou is, fnrthi rmnrr. to he madf reversible 
ou the vifc and children of the distinguished chenv 
iat, who Is thus absolutely nlteved of aTl anxiety re- 
ii^rdinj; mattrr,^ -R hleh are the chief conrr-rn of most 
profewioual men, and left unembarra.s»cd in the 
proeectttloD of his great work. Otir foreign con- 
fcmpornrie^ .ir-' unaniinnus in their congratulaiimi'i 
to Pii-iteur, and although few, if any of tliem, are 
preptircd to endorse all of his opinions, many of 
which lack confirmntinn and hoiuc of whicli are 
even uoquejitioDably erroneous, all mu.-^t concede 
that the amount of positive goml which has resulted 
from hi* labon, fully meritB any favora Id the power 
of the people, as repieaenled io the govenuiieiil» to 
bestow. 

This peulon of Pasteur by the FreBch govern* 

ineni is exiremcly suir^f'tivc as louchinjr the treat 
mcnt of scientists in (his country. While the ca»e 
of Pasteur is by no means exoeptlooal in Europe, it 
- if r ,{>ccial interest to us from the fact that France 
m a republic, and it has been argued as a reason for 
aoo-reoognitlon of indiTidual s<^Btists in this coun- 
try, that such individualization at the expense of the 
whole is incoQStatent with the genius of republican 
instftutfotts. An men, we an aoeoatomed to say, are 
equal in the eyes of the law and of the law- makers, 
and he who would achieve fame must do so through 
his own worth, and the public owes him for nothing 
except what it voluntarily contracts for. Tliis is 
Very beautiful in theory, althoiif»h we all know that 
in practice it is a fiction. While most of our states 
contribute liberally to the support of institutions or 
ganized for the purp ose cf impartinc amimulated 
knowledge, not one has done aught by special direc- 
tion to furtlwr efforts calcalated to enlarge the 
sphere of knowledge; thnt is, none have placed any 
particular individual in a position in which he 
might be able to devote himself exclusively to the 
search after souiethiog jxwilively new and useful. 
We do not desire, at this time, to discuss the ques- 
tion of the justice or propriety of tostmction at the 
expense of the state, in tlje higher education or in 
matters more strictly professional. - We cjuinot re- 
frain, however, from remarking on the inconsistency 
of vast expenditures for the diiiHcmination of knowl- 
edge amoii'j: a comparatively few, wliile nothinLT \<* 
done towards the encouragement ol such restiarch 
into the unknown as might reveal something which 
wotihl redound to the incomparable good of the 
whole. 

Il is to this patronage of institutions for diffusing 

the known to the nc^^lert of eneounitrpment to orig- 
inal researvhr that the comparative ab^enee of lead- 
era in science in America is due. That this absence 
IS not tract Jilile tn any inlierent lack of ability or 
origiaality among our people, is ciearty evident from 
the wealth of OMohaDlcal wvenUona which we have 
P>odufled->invaiitlons wluch the governmenl has so 



I protected byjudidotu patent laws aa to enoourage 
effort in that direction. In the direction <rf science 

' the immediate results possible in the case of invon- 
tiont are, iiowever, not to be hoped for except in the 
rarest instances. It is, moreover, a rule that the 
li.ve of scientific research imbues the poor io this 
world B goods rather than the rich. Whether this 
\ is a mere coincidence or not. U would, perhaps, he 
' difficult to rh termine It is, however, a fact thai 
: few young men so fortunate as lo bu kU with a com- 
( petency, betake themselves to science. Those ani- 
mated !>v th«.' .^I'iiil fiuil it iie< t >-.iry, iu the stni^jgli 
for existence, to devote the energies of their beat 
years to money-making, iilike for the purpose of 
meeting immediate demands of a growing family 
and as a provision against the proverbial rainy day. 
' When the day of necessity for money-maklng haa 
' passed the vital powet^. as well as the spirit neOef>- 
• sary to the successful pros^«:uiiuu of original work, 
will be found lo have reached too low an ebb. In 
the vast miij >riiy of in-Hlancen, alas, the day of this 
ri' if ssity closi'S only with the complete extinction 
of the vital power!» and thf; traui^iutiou of Ihc spirit 
) to a sphere in which, we trust, tiie impediments to 
the unfohlin^ of the unknown will t e fouud to have 
J been largely removed. The result is that science 
I (we refer more particularly to the science of nedi- 
cine. with which we are most familiar) is chieflj* df 
: pendent for its advaooement, in exact directions, oq 
I the labon of such worken as. hnbned with the 
" if of re.search, are permitted through governmenl 
I muoiticenoe, as in the case of Pasteur, to devote 
their undivided energies to their life worlc Ina*- 
i much as our American governments, state and na- 
tional, do not bestow their munificence to such endti, 
we have cause lo expect Europe to take the lead la 
^ all advances in science, and we ate very seldom di** 
' appointed 

We have meutiooed the fact that our European 
I contemporaries are very unaiUmons in their eongratu- 

lations to Pasti'ur In not a sinirle instatice has the 
I French government or humanity been congratulatod 
on the extension of the scienttot's fadlities for re- 
search. It is humanity rather than the scientist that 
> should be congratulated for thus securing the un- 
^ divided efforts of the latter in its behalf. The scien- 
tist could make twias hi.s "jr^ooo francs by devotiojr 
his talents to money-making, but the results of hi«. 
labors are of inesiimahle value to the race. Whfi 
oonid compute in francs the value of Jenaer's dis- 
covery, or Ilunter'fi, or Louis" or Pn-tonr's, or pos- 
sibly fcLoch'sV Uumanity owes lo liie scientist who 
shall discover a means of relieving n single fMin. 
prolonging, even by n trif!**, the average duration of 
life, or adding but a tritlo to the sum of happi- 
ness, more than it can ever repay him. When tbo 
Air.rrit^an .rorernnicnt shall devote to the lu 
couragcment of the scientist, in the manner in- 
dicated, a tithe of the wealth squandered in man. 
ners which need not l>e specified, the countri- 
may lay claim to rank among the advanced nation*. 
WlMi Americaii pbihuithio|Msta slnU dtvote to- tb« 
same end a tithe of what is now expended in oirry- 
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lag the "glad lidiogs to Borroboologbo," the amount | 
uf sood which ih«jr wilt Aocompliih tat tb» me will | 
be ioMdiaably gicater ttwn that now effected. 



War Among the Pathies. — In his Annual Ad- 
drees the PrasidoQt of the PeDDsylvsnia State MeUi- ' 
cal Aeeociation deprecstes the non existence In that { 

commonwealth of a State Hoard of Health, b"t com- 
bats the charge which has b«cn made, that the 
cause of this non-existence is tntceuble to "war 
maong the pathies." It would, of course, l>e Im. j 
possible for :in oufeidfr tn affirm or «li-iiv 'he truth- j 
fulness of the charge it in spucificail y made. ' 
Tbienuch, however, may be safely alleged: "War 
among Iht* pathits" is quite capable n^t only of ef.- 
fectipg the fact cliarged, but it lias also wrought ; 
sad Is fltill working, effects not less disastrous to the i 
publir nnd prnfc^isiooal good. Tlierc is srarroly an 
evil of which the profession Justly compUiios and [ 
whose removal It baa vatnly tried to effect, whose 

pt-rpfttiiition is not fin'orod by "\v;ir iiinotii; {hi- 
pathies" : the deplorable conditioa of medical edu- 
catiOD. the lack of legal protection to either the pro- ' 
fcsssion or the public, against the ravages of the 
medical mountebank, the unrestricted license of the . 
medical schools, and the sundry other greater and I 
lesaer evils which unite to give some color, at hsast, 
to the statement that there ix no such Ih'xng as a 
medical profe!>«ion :n this country. Of itself the 
prafesaion is powerless to right any of these wrongs. ' 
The power to rlo tht^ reside-; s ili ly in the pcople.and 
they will do it only when convinced of its necessity 
by the profession, to whom they naturally, and very I 
propprly, look for thrir run in such matters. It is 
precisely here that the dilhculty arises — a failure on | 
tbe part of practliiooers of medleioe to agree as to [ 
which of their facti<in'5 ron^titiitt tlie (Mnft-Jsiou. A 
man may be thoroughly ver»cd in medical lore, having 
all knowledge of the human body and of drugs, and j 
of the :u tioti of the hilter on the form(.'r: he may, ] 
moreover, be a scholar and a geotleman. but should j 
be believe, how honestly so-ever, that a drug cures i 
a disea-e through itH property of exhauslinK the ex- 
citability of a tissue in such a manner as to leave it | 
insusceptible to the cause which manifest'* itself to ' 
tbe disease phenomena, he must not cluim lo l)c :i 
member of this ancient and honorable profession. 
The justice of this refusing lo rt'cogni/.e such a man 
is, of course, as clear as day to tbe profession, but 
the people, in the deiiHcness of llu'ir >' i| ''li'y. full 
lo sec it. and have peraistenti}* elosi-ti ibeir cyu»> to 
it* for lol these many yeant. It bappeoK, too. per- , 
haps a«i a p<?3'rhn!o'_'!fnl v:i::;iiry, that ii very large 
and, unaccuuntuble an il may bu, a vary ialelhgeot 
and consequently inflnential portion of tbe public, 
persist in em[>lriyin- i Ly iei uis (we hope we shiill 
he pardoned fur classifying Uiem as such) who hoM 
to the theory of tbe action of dra<*<t Indicated. These 
deluded people very imlurally :*i<le with their medi- 
cal (l> advisers uQci actually delight in shanug, as . 
(iHraathey m>iy. their ostmd«B from tbe ranks of ' 
the pvobwslon. When, therefore, It comes to pass ' 



that the profession go to the people for laws loolung 
to tbe correction of the abuses which we have 
specified, they lauch tbem to aoom and say "k'u ^o " 
Thus it is that the "war among the pathies" blocks 
the whctlts uf reform, aud thus it will continue to 
be. If the lime should ever come wbeQ tbe pathies 
can shiike hands? over the frightful chasm which di- 
vides tbem. we have strong faith in the power of 
tbflir combined inflaenoe in M^arlng from the peo- 
ple laws which Bball ndound to tbe general good. 



Antiseptic Hidwifert.— This question is lately 
more prominently than nsuat to tbe fore, and Its 

more enthusiastic advocates see in it ihe possibility 
of the eradication of puerperal fever from the noso- 
logical list. *Tis a oonsttmmaUon devoutly to be 
wished. The grand csseoUals by way of prophy- 
laxis of this dread complication of child bed are 
the prevention of infection and aulu iofectioa. 
These secured, puerperal fever would, doubtlflH. 
<«oon he a relic of other days .\ntisepsis as a pro- 
phylttciic measure, while it would be serviceable to 
both these easentiato, wonid he chiefly eo in tbe case 
of the former. Infection i^; carried by the hands or 
clothes of the accoucheur, by iastrumeais or other 
intermediate means. A thorough meant of antiaep* 
sis woultl of course be serviceable to ihe prevention 
of this. Corrosive sublimate, in solution of one 
part in from 9,000 to 8,000 bas latterly been highly 
extolled in thU connection, but the great difficulty 
of thorough disinfection has been denu.nstrnted by 
tbe many lamentable instances of puerperal fever 
following in tbe wake of some particular physician, 
despite his mo?t rnn«i ientiou3 efforlH at di<?tnfeetion. 
Perhaps corrosive sublimate may prove to be the 
antiseptic for which we have been waiting In sneb 
ca<!e< , 

To prevent auto infection means the removal of 
shreds and clots, tbe prevention of the decompoei- 

tioii of those which the h 'sl direclcd ffTorls liiive 
failed to remove, and the aotagoni/ing io the system 
of the products of such decomposition, tbe absorp- 
tion of which the best directed efforts may have 
failed to prevent. In the accumplishmeut of these 
ends the antiseptic treatment occupies a place of 
prime importance. We think, however, that the 
advocates of this treatment have overlooked in their 
enthusiasm, tbe feasibility at least, if not the im- 
portance, of prevenlmg aulO-infcctiou by a com- 
plele removal of lh<' •■otirfc i?iei( i,f tr, wit, the 
shrtds aad clots wliicli an- \n oni- to remain in an 
atonic uterus. A too implicit faith in the possibill- 

lie>i of :intisf'ps-iv t« npt »r) f;ni--r ni iftenfinn tn a 
very simple but ollicient nieatis of propbyla.vis. 
namely , the complete evacuation of the uterus. and the 
>ecuriu<i lif i'i iiarin d tlrrn, lonir ( cititraetion We 
tirmly Iwlieve ibai a failure to .•secure llie Arm and 
permanent bnanl-tike feel of the womb after the re- 
moval o{ the pl;i ' Hi t and after a sweep of the 
cavity with two lingers for the removal of possible 
shreds, l« at the bottom of the great majority of 
cases of puerperal septicivmia. This hard, board- 
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like fc«l ensures complete expfewton of dote wd 

thnrougb closure of thp sJnuwfi.lhp pafrncy of which 
in the large, flabby uterus favors the reteniioa of 
clots and affo^1s s favorsUe surrsoe for absorpttoo 
in the ovpnl of their decnmpoiitiiin. To Keruro it 
the eibibition of a dmcbm of ergot witbia ten 
minutes of the flnal tbroe of labor aod the Intro- 
duction of till' tw(i fliixrrs f^r Ww dnublo purpose of 
titillaiLog aod rumoviag cluls are the most effleieot 



Antiseptiit midwifery proper, coQsi»U in the fre- 
quent and thorough washing out of the ciivity of 
the uCmu aod vugiua with disiDfcctaots or anti- 
scptioB, the nppluatlon to alt raats or nbnuioos of 
the cervix uteri, vapina or vulva, of a etron? sola- 
tion of i-arbolic acid uud Uie closure of the vulva by 
a niipkin which has b^n thoroughly disinfected. 
The antiseptic injiction* tlni-: far rei-ommendcd arc 
chiefly rarl>olic acid, permanganate of potiish, 
iodine, oorrosive sublimate, and sulphttvoua acid. 
The imprncticrvliilifv of these means in ilcta'l. for 
prophylaxis in general practice, must be apparent 
on the dighteat reflection. A modlflcation might, 
however, be introduced witli advanlfi;;e,and thorough 
disinfection of the accouctieur's hands, occasional 
waidiings of the vagina, and the nntiseptic napliin, 
might be resorted to without impres^ag the patient 
with ascoae of useless mcddlo^omeness and fuaslnese 
on the part of the attendant. 



is CuiiiiisTKv AN Exact Sciencb? — It has been 
the boost of mediciue that it is based on exact 

science, that anatomy, chemistry, materia medica, 
surgery and physiology, the foundation stuocs of 
the falMic, MO such exact dtrlsions that when thera- 
peutics shall hiivc been tniide equally exact medicine 
will, indeed, l>c a science. Circumstances in con- 
nection with the recent aoalsraes of quinine piils are, 
how^ever, calculated to w rimifily imp iir our confi- 
dence io this claim to exactnesa, in so far. at least, 
as it applies to chemistry. Three chemical analyses 
have been published and the only thing which the 
first two have in common is the fact that they have 
both been severely criticized by chemi»<t9. In no 
other particular are they alike. The third is by ihe 
editor of the Quinologii^l. It \\m not becn-out suffi- 
ciently iimg to have afforded an opportunity for 
criticism. It. however, differs more widely in its 
rc>ult^ Trom the other two Minn these two liilTcr he 
tween tlicmfclves. While the two first uuaij'sls 
found too little quinine the last flnda too much in 
the pill.H (thojie of Philndelphla makers only) which 
he analyzed! We sincerely hope, for the pi^acc of 
mind of tiofortunate editors, who must, of oourkc. 
wade thniu^h all t?ie vi rhiau'e of the-i' analyses, that 
the last aoalyaia bus been published, at least until all 
the chemiatfl (exact scientists) meet ie convention 
and agree on a unanimous report. If this laiter con- 
dition is but imposed sJl fears of further iadictton 
on the present genenttton will be a-moved. 

It is a significant facl that each chemist of the 
above three has given his opinion aod published his 



analyris tn the most dogmatic tone possible-'Witb 

not the faiote>t suspi, inn, in tone or manner, of the 
posftibiliiy of an error. This, however, is peculiar 
to the chemist. Gbemiotry being an exact sdenoe, 
ilic riinte-r arlniission of possiUc omT would vote 
the analyst aa incompetent. 

As a matter of curiosity we tabulate the reealta 
as ohtiuned by ihese three chcDiisIs of an analysis of 
the four brands of two-grain pills which they nil es- 
anained: 



MAKK 




Bulluc'k £ Crennliaw ' 93 

Wm Wjirner* Co.. | 

John Wj-etti 4t Bm S.W 

I Keiinbey^Mattw^ I.M* 



l.IMS 
t.OSI 



i.OSB 

it.oaB 

2.00B 
S.OS? 



• Avemp'' of thi.-f lotK. 

The News' comoiissioQer aod C. Lewis Diehl each 
publish the method and the detailed steps of thdr 

analysis. The Quinologist chemist does not do this, 
but is certain that his results are absolutely correct, 
inasmuch as his process was precisely that which 
he has employed in determining the value of several 
hundred thousand do'lars' worth of ( inchona hark 
! which he has purcbased from time to time for the 
I manufacture of quinine. The intdtigent and im- 
partial reader pays his money and taltes his choior. 



UmoN .VlKl>l€.iK SoCIEilf OV NuaTHSR^' MlCHl- 

OAV— IlEorLAR Annctal Mkktino. — ^The annual 

meefhi? of the I'nion Medical Society of Northcru 
Michigan was held at louia, April Vi, I'reseat 
— Drs. Barnes. Oundrum and Romig, of loola; lEir- 
tin. Bower and Sheldon, of Greonville. McLean, of 
Stanton; Eply^ of Palo; lialler and Cope, of £d- 
more; Foray the, of Lakevlew; Burkart, of Bin; 
Rnpids. hnd White, of Reed City. The first regular 
busioeasof tbemeetfog was the reading of the au- 
oual address by tbe retiring president. Dr. C. M. 
Martin, of Qrceuville. Pupers were also read by 
Dr. I). A. McLean, of Stanton, upon ' HotJirdefl 
Luhor"; by Dr. C. S. Sheldon, of Greenville, upon 
"Infantile GonvuI'^ionM," and by Dr ('. S. Cope, of 
T'dtnore. upon "The I'.-^e of CuI) lie Acid in Surgi 
cal Dressings. ' Wriilcu reports of i:.nsni-^ in prac- 
tice were also presented as follows: "Pneumonia, 
n'^comp inird hy frn^tit lowering of tempcniture." by 
Dr. F. Uundrum. of Ionia; "Cbrouic Otitis," by Dr. 
A. II. Forsythe. of Lakevlew, and "Intestinal Ob> 
.struclion. * by Dr T, .V.. Unller. of Edmorc. Dr. 
Koiler also preseuied a pathtilogicai specimen show- 
ing site of obstruction. Tliese papers and reporta 
of cases were discussed by the nicutlH.T.s present in 
a roost ittteresUog <iud protitablc D.anuer. 

The committee on pro^rannnc- reported as follows : 
To prepare papers for the next meeting— Drs. Qun> 
drum. White, Burkart, liomig, Uartin and Bower. 
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To report cases in practice: Drs. Avery, Oriawold. 
Nichols. Eply. Aylesworth siiid Ford. 

The annual eleclioa of otticcrs resulted as fotlowa; 

Preaideat. Dr. H. B. Barnes, of lonUu 

Vice-Prpstdents. Drs, Jno. Avery, of Orccnville; 
F. QuDdrum. of Ionia; J. L. Burkart. of Big 
Rapids: C. H. White, of Reed Ctiy. 

Treasurer, Dr. D. A. Mi of Stanton. 

Secretary. Dr. Cbes. S. SUcldou, of Greeoville. 

Dn. B. L. Bower, of QreenTille. and C. 8. Cope, 
of Edmore. were elected members of the society. 

President Barnes appointed as censors for the 
coming year: Drs. Romij?. Roller and Bower. 

On motion the se< rct.iry was instructed to have 
printed fifty copies of the constlliition, und t<> ^<-nd 
a brief report of the meeting to tlic Medical Auk. 

Dr. Burlcart itivitod ilic Hoi'ii'ty to liold its oeit 
meeting I'il,' Kapids. The invitation was ac- 
<::eptcd, and the society adjouraed to meet at that 
plaoe, Joljr 10, 1888. 

. CSABLn 8. Sbbldon, M. D.. 

Secretary. 



Tmt DoTT or Patiwt to Phtsioian.— TIm fol* 

lowing h from Piuf Mo.<ics Ounn's do( tomtt- ad- 
drew delivered before the graduating class of Hush 
Medleat College: 

A code regulating the conduct of the- nu nil't-rs of 
a corporation maj be very properly enacted by that 
body; but wlien !(§ eoactments eonlemplate the reg- 
ulation of the conduct of other bodies, or of the 
general public, or of individuals outside of the cor- 
poration, it sounds very like a bull directed to that 
most erratic of all bodies, u comet. It may contain 
much wisdom nnd justice, hut it is wliolly Irmpera- 
Uve, and falls little short of the ridiculous. Uun it 
be tliat, tbroagh a process of unconadous cerebra- 
tion, tJin framers of the cod«' 'vrrc crrmlnttnf: Don 
Quixote in thetr eadeavor to regulate that which is 
notorioasiy not to be regulated? Oontemplate the 
Aintriran Medical Assot iation eniiOtiii? tlnit '"Kvon 
the female sex should never allow feelings of shame 
or delicacy to prevent their disclosing the seat, 
iyraptoms and ruusi s of complaints ;><■< ti'i ir to 
tliem;" that "a palieut should never weary his phy- 
slcian with a tedious detail of erents or matters not 
appertaiuint; to hi;! discanc;" that "patients should 
always, when praticable. st-nd for their physician in 
the morning, before his usual for going out ," that 
"patients atiould aNo Hvoid calling on their medical 
idviM-r nn necessarily dnriiii; the lioiiri* dernfcd to 
aiciUi* or slwp:" thul "a palieat jiliuuld. ufltr his 
recovery, tutc rrnin u just and enduring sense uf the 
JwrvircB rendered him by his physician!" Thi^ is all 
very well and very true; but as well might they 
bave enacted that all men ought to be sensible, 
consideralo and jitst. 

Tile conduct of patients relative to their maladies 
and medical attendant will be just what the joint 
^eculifiritics of i>hy,''iciiui and piitient make it. It 
is a matter over which cod<i8 are utterly impotent. 
Imagine a docixir ntdlng the riot act to the patient 



who persists in sending for him at anseemlj hours! 

or to one who, having secure*! hi=i s.Tvices. fiiUs 
properly to appreciate them I or to a shrinking, deli- 
cate female, wbo can't tell all the truth at oncel 
Seriously, this mi . do of the code is an excrescence, 
unsightly and ridiculous, which requires a surgeon's 
service, extirpation. 

• , . 

A Modern Consultation.— The following was 
song at the commencement exercises of Rush Medi- 
cal College: 

M tiwC'-'*M«n7 Hslden and TvV—Ptnofon, 

IkxTTOR. You tell ult* you'vr> au til ilcflned seasattOO. 

PATisrr. Oh wtm and teamed doctor that yoaarsi 

DooroB. t^oaaeoted with excessive eerebrattoa. 

Patikmt. Oh wonderful diviner that jroo amt 

Both. Ob exoeiMiTe oer»brmtlon; ' 
Ob ill-defliMKl i«iuiaHon; 
Oil wonderful diviner Itiat you are* 

DocTXHU Tou'ni tta(> rioUui of * nUd ballucinatioo 

Patimt. ¥ou antonlHh me with such ptodli^ioua lorsl 

DooroB. And you have a growtay laeO'etdtBStloe. 

Pa«bmt. Wen, reaUy, have I mi^ trifle nutfet 

Oil tha mild hallucination t 
Ttae Inco^ntiaation, the brigtit tmullattoa. 
Ot suob soieaUfle loret 

The cortftX of your frontal i-onvolutiotis 

I will now proceed to thocxMiKh^ «*xploin; 
And at oBoe I raaeh Intelllgaat eoaelnakMS— 

How »ad ! your dayti uf happIncHa are o'er 

TtWMe frontal coovolatlons, iatelUgeat oowiv* 
■ions. 

Oh melancholy UdiBgBt 
That my bappinose la o'er. 



DooTOK. 

llOTU. 

DootOB. Ton ars suffering from the gimdnal iavaakMi 
Of a fatal aad iBsiBaaMnff f|ief«. 
Whooe inevltaUe, eiuel termloatioo. 
U that yoa will annljr eonae to be a bore. 

PatiSMT. Oh. doctorl jrou alann nwi 
How resltf eaa K harm nef 

y nd can you not for»>artn me 
Against this deadly HporeT 



Docroa. 



[Kxrroii 

PATiKtrr. 

Doctor. 

Both. 



Yew will thortly Ifaei your eraahun eapsadlag. 
And irrMt wltt be the alas whteb It aMslBs; 

And your kaowl«>d^ wtit be e«er SO oommsndti 

Tti it ii>>l a t!iiri|< iiiikiiovvn to yoU rSUSiBSi 

111 your j-.ir you'll liiivi- ;i llt-a. 

In your boHH' I Hi-mi u ih--- 

And the "big ht-iui' tlw tatf oi thin uutlody. 

Ti>>th«- work of thi- lun'ilhis ft'rehroRUS. 
Why, d<K't"f ' SI'. Ills t.i nil- I's— ti>-ar.l m( tliat. 
And thti way to anti!»ep(i<-lz« the oreatura. 

la for you to wear a bdcli wHlUa jreur taat. 

The Unci Hum oerehrostw. 
Bacillus Cfrebro«tu8. 
TUs vef7 nicbt we'll put • bOt^ within 



Tbk tiBN»«» IK Naw-Bottw iKrAKTS.— The fol- 
lowing Is a summary of the inaugural dissertation 

of (J.-n/iiu r on the above subject He say.^ that 
the sense of touch is developed from the carlieat 
period, and reflex nctionB are readily esdted by the 
sliglitoHt stimulfttion of the nervi Nof touch, cs[K;ciul 
ly of the face, then of the iiaads, and eoletfof the 
feet. The feeling of pain Is bat slowly developed. 
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and is only < loarly exhibited after four or five weeks, 
before which time infabts do not shed tears. True 
miuealAr sense Is at least doubtful. Excitement 
of the sense of touch gives rise to unconscit'Us reflex 
moTcmcnts; the amount, therefore, rather than the 
quality uf the seosation, is obserrable. Closure of 
the nostrils occasions a reflex dyspocea. Hooger 
anil thirpt arf iniinlfeJJtpff in an increased general 
irritability followed by reflex movements; these oeose 
after tbe flist wceik. Snctl and taste are not diatln* 
gulshahlptn infantfi flen/.rnor a'^srrt*. in opposition 
to Kusamaul, that the sense of hearing ia percepti- 
ble In tlie llfst, or at most the second, day of life. 
N< w born infants are so sensitive to li;;hl that they 
will turn the head to follow a mild light; whilst if a 
strong glai« be sttddeaty (hrown upon the eye 
squinting is inductil and even convulsive clo«ure of 
the lids. After a few days, the child will follow 
the motion of various objects by movements of its 
head. Between the fourth and fifth weeks the con 
vergcnrc of the pupiln. ami the power of co^>rdina> 
tiju iu vision arc perceptible. A distinct percep« 
tion of color does not exist uoder four or live month*; 
before then it i« quantity rather than quality of 
light that is recognized. The inhibitory reflex centre 
Is not yet devetoped in theeye; weak and moderately 
Htroiig irritation excite moveinciit.-f which sulwerve 
that pur|>08e. Excessively strong impressions only 
exelte passive movements. New-bom infanta can- 
in * "-eparate the impressions on tin ir ortran^of sense. 
The readiness of excitability is shown in the fact 
lliat tbe atrooger tiie stimulation* the aliorter the 
plijnlological interval. 



The Nkw York Code. — A astute New York cor- 
respondent, not particularly outspoken in favor of 
the new Code, finds in the criticisms and oomoMnt* 
which were passed «n it. on it< first adoption , the 
chief reason why the iStaie Society refused to re- 
scind It at its last meeting, and why there have 
mlliid to its support m many prominini mem- 
bers of the profession. These criticisms and com- 
menta have been Intemperate to the last degree 
and they very naturally created a sympathy for 
the new Code and it^ advociites. The corres- 
pondent gives tlie following examples of them: 
'It disturbed 'custom approved and sanclifled by 
wisdom and the experieuc« of ages.' "A disgrace- 
ful act." "In the intiTcst of specialists," "It does 
not exclude the lirL ii^i d cancer quack, midwife or 
chiropodiiit " "Fifty do(>tf)r^, n-cklw* of honor and 
greedy for gold undertook to sell ouHhc profession." 
"A complete surronder to hom«popathy.** 'llorried. 
through by a 4mall majority " inau/tu itcf! in- 
spcciulut^." "Tt sacrifices tbe eclf-respect and 
honor of the members of n once honorable profes- 
sion in order to pander to the iiiterots of .i fc w 
specialists." lie might have added tbe following 
ftom the Louisville Medical News: "Impelled by 
hunger or a thoughtless, braink-sx. lawli^ss atnhillon. 
a lot of New York ii|K-(-ialistg. joined by a limited 
■umlier of rooAultiug pby!<iciuD!' and some general 
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; practitioners, etc " Thef')iurgf against specialisls, he 
I says, is made each Ume with as much triumph as if the 
' authoia had achieved an inieUeetQa) victory and 

satisfactorily solved the whole problem of ethics. 

That this is a side issue all candid men must admit : 

the real question is that of the right and advisability 
j of allowing indis'idiial freedom tu proft-^isional eOB* 

duct, just a.<3 is allowed to membere«f all oibsr pvo- 
I fossions and pursuits. 



I TrrHO-MALABtAL im COKTTNt'ED PfeVUL— Dr. 

R. D. Webb conclude s a paper iu the April number 
of tlie American Journal of ttie Medical Soienoea a« 

: fuUoWs: 

I Seeing, then, tliat fevers are so cloaely allied gen. 

erically, and that even when separatf^d into species. 
I there are striking resembhiuces; that pathological 
I researches do not estabtlah a oons*ant aaatomieal 

legion, which is pathognomonic of any one of tbem: 
^ and that ulceration of Pey< r's glands (clahned a» 
j characteristic of typhoid fever) is frequently fonnd 

in other diseases, we are justified in claiming that a 
. continued fever, occurring under circunutaaces 
\ which point to a miasmatic origin, although it may 

present many of the vital phenomena of the typhoid 

fever, and occasionally its recognized anatomical 
I lesion, is still malarial fever. 

I There remains, to his mkld. but one other expla- 
nation of these continued fevers, vis., that they are 
to be regarded as atypical typhoid fevers, original - 

f ing de n<f>«>. 

But, admitting the origin, ilt iioft, of typhoid 

^ fever from animal miasm, and that possibly it m^y 

I have thus originated in the example he has pven. 
even the warmest advocate of this view will be iin- 

I able to bring those sporadic, tsoluled cases whicti 

! <K!eur again and again in malarial, but otherwite 
salulirioii* and hcaltliy country localities, within th»r 

I rule of such iuitaoccs as are claimed u:> eatablishiog 

; this mode of origin. 

The natural conehision. taking all tlie facts inlt> 
consideration, is that they are malarial fevers of a 
typhoid form, using the term typhoid, not tn a 
specific sense, bttt as indicating a typhoid condition 

I of the sjEstem. 



A Rkady Mktuoo OF OBr.\iNi.\< I. i ai. AN.ita. 
TiiKHi.\, — Tn an article tiy Dr. Choize, in the Jour 
I dc ^Icd. et dc Chir. J'rattijuc, (St Louis Medical 
I and Surgical Journal) the author Hays; Among the 
difTicttlties wiiirh sur'.:eons in this country fre- 
quently encounter, and must promptly overcome, is* 
I the paucity of surgical instruments and appliances. 

Tlie want of a Richard>w>n atomizer I had recently 
, lo .supply in the following manner 
I \ young girl presented herself with inverted toe 
nail and solicited an immediate npi i- ai'Mi /. r. vx- 
, tirpaliun. I imbibed with ether a piece of uoilon 
\ wadding of the sixe of five franci), and placed it 
upon llie big toe, and with a common hand bellows. 
: 1 blowed on it for a few minutes, until complete 
I evaporation bad takeo place. T saturated (be oot- 
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Uw wadding a MCOiMl time, and again manipulated | authority to the contrary notwithsUnding) wind- 



The br!!ows. lu less than five minutes, unti'stht'sia 
was complete. 1 eztirpatod lb« iogrowa aoil. and 
applied to the matrix the actual eauterf ivtthbut 
the patieot expt riencint: tlx- least pain. I bad to ex- 
hit>U the exUqiated oaii ia order to prove to her that 
the operation waa performed. This is an anses- 
tbetizing apparatus of the greatest simpliuity. and 
within reach of anyone. Is it new? I do nnt 
know. It is certainly very simple, t'ountry prac- 
tittoneri may And it of great value. 



ATHn|-i\ AKH ('HT.OROFOnM IK K\U ACHE.— 

Atropii recently been recommeoded in ear 



from three to Ave drops of a aolulloa of 

one grain to the ounce for children "under tliree 
years, and of four grains to the ounce for 
thoee ow ten years, being dropped into the 
« ar Afttr having been retained for from ten to 
tUteco mlautes, it is allnwi'd to run out by turning 
Um liead over. The ear should then be wiped out 
with a dry rag. The application may i» repeated 
as often as necessary. It is ratlier in the reonrrinf? 
nocturnal ear aches than iu m-utc suppurative otitis 
media that it is valuable. 

We havf found the avplicatinn of chloroform 
vapor very promptly benefichil in the former class 
of cases. The bowl of a common clay pipe ie looeely 
flUed with cotton wool, whic li i^ thnn saturated short 
of dripping with chlorofurm. The end of the stem 
U carefully introduced into the ear. and with the 
mntith of thf hnwl in tlic nuniih. tin- Viii>i>r is to he 
blown out. Care must be taken not to allow any of 
the liquid chloroform to enter the ear. as such in> 
troductlon is extremdy liable to excite otitis media. 



Aif£EiCAN .Mkuicai. ArtflociATi»>N. — The next 
annual meeting of the .American .Mudical Associa- 
tion will be held in Cleveland. O.. June 5th to 8th 
inclusive. Al! riilroads west of I'ittshurg. Sala- 
manca >L[i(l iiiitlalo, liast of Chicago and south of 
('le\ eiiitul. will carry delegates and memhenof their 
families to Clt veland at one full fare, and return 
them oo certidcaUi signed by me as chairman of the 
committee of arrangements (certifyint; that they 
havr brrn in atu-tniancc at tlu' ni.'i tinu' of the Asso- 
ciation) at one cent per mile. The trunk lines east 
of Buffalo, Alamance and Pittsburg and lines west 
'*f ('Iii(a<:(i liave refused to make any reduction. 
The- rates per diem at the hotels will be: Kenuard 
House, t8 €0; Weddell Hovn^e, $.'{ 00; Forest City 
Housf. $2..>0 to $3.50; .\raerican House. $2. .TO; 
Uawley House. $2.00; SlrieliinL-or Hoii.sc, §2.00; 
CUtfendon Housi,'. $2.00; Prospect llouae. $2.00. 



A PvRBLT BosiNisas NoTrcB.— The physiiciaiis of 
Warrr-n. Minnesota, have attached their stgoatttfes 
to the following manifesto: 

*'Tlie best of all proofs, experience, has taught us 

that physicians cannot sub«»i!it on air alone, any bet- 
ter tliao other mortals), and that (other recognized 



puddidg as a diet is not even a fractional part so 
nutritious and invigorating as the hi^rli priced beef, 
cut with axes and vxo^ cut sawji from the carcasses 
of the venerable and »uperannuated oxen of the Red 
River Valley of the Xorth. In order to corrpcl any 
erroneous impression which may be prevalent on the 
subject, we beg to state that we are not practicing 
thfl hi-tiitng nrt jn«!t for fun. Wc, therefore, give 
notice that from this time forward our terms wUl be 
cash. We may add, diat out of the fulioess of the 
heart iind the emptlueas of the stomach, the mouth 
speaketb." 

It might pay the profession elsen^wre to throw 
the same bMiner to the bseen. 



WiiriK Pai.vt tn ERTsrpfci.As.— Dr. T. B. 
Nichols, Piaitsburg, N. Y., writes: The ua© of 
white p^nt in erysipelas has been quite common in 
my jiractice for the last twenty-five years In nine 
cases out of ten the results have been more than 
satisfactory. I use the common white lead as pre- 
imred for use. with the additioa of a little spirits of 
turpentine and keep tlie affected parts well covered 
with it until the heat is all out. The paint will soon 
peel off and leave a dean and healthy surface be. 
hind it. 

The same treatment alao. is aiuoug the best that 
can be applied to scalds, whether from steam or 
or from hot water. If promptly applied, the relief 
is almost instantaneous. 



CAtmUUKATION OF TUB CLITORIS VOK HVSTBRIA. 

— The late Profeisor Fricdericli publi^^ln-d, accord- 
ing to Virchow's Archiv a paper a short time before 
hte death in which he commended cauterization of 
the clitoris with nitrate of silver, as a remedy in 
various hysterical affections. To l)e effective it 
must be deep, as a superficial one may aggravate 
rather than improve the disease. TlW paper con- 
tains a report of a number »)f cur<'>» among which Ls 
that of a cose of hysterical paraplt ijia wliich had 
lasted a year and a half ; one of hystericAl aphonia 
of I wo years' (itimtion; one of glossuphajria of four 
monthi' and uue of tonic spasm of the npinal acces- 
soiy of seven months' standing. Sevisral sevwe 
cases of hysterical oonvuUions were also relieTed. 

The F.\ce i.s Disease.— The trained eye of the 
skille«l physician finds in physiognomy a most valu- 
able aid to diagnosis. Experience begets au indeii- 
nable facility in this direclioit and frequently places 
the uneducated empiric far in advance of the edu- 
cated I)Ul y<mng.jr [)liy«iiiiiu. Tlie vain.' of tl.is 
experience is most apparcul io poxliutrie^i. liul 
there are a few dgns furnished by the face which 
even the tyro may interpret: the coutracled or 
flrmly koit brow, points to pain within the head ; 
pain ia the chest draws the nostrils acutely upwards; 
and the upper lip raised and stretctied over the gums 
or teeth points to a painful affection of the abdomen. 
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MkDlcuiB A Fore Art —Dr. Tucker, of Chic^o. 
my6'. Ileiorich Knlfhs criticizes sharply AogOBtVon 
Eye for having failid to im iuilt.' moilicin" Hn><inp 
tho fine artsi; and hu \6 ri^lit. fur il in eviiluuL lu the 
:nnrc udviinoed oudical mind, which perceives th« 
law of fi innnny operating' in the huaiaii organigna, 
and that tlit!r)iiK>utics ha? but a sioglu aim auU that 
to raatore hMVtoay when disturbed, thai medicine 
18 not only one of tlic fine :irts, Imt tho finest among 
them, because it hu* t<> fl i with liumun life. 



How TO OiVK Sastostk. — A«5ordlng to Lewin, 
the various modes of administering santonin usually 
adopted are objectionHble, and cbiefly because of 
the soltiMe form of tt)«« drug in each, the aim of its 
ddmiubtration being to secure Its local action on the 
worm. He recommeDdsaD oily solutioo. He has 
found thiit whon irlvcn in this form tl is not absorbed 
by the otomach and that no trace of it can be de- 
tected In the urine. Almost aqy oil may bo need as 
a lolTeDt. cocnanot, ollre oil, caator oil. or cod Uver 
oil. 



Iooo*FSBBATu> Stbitp ov (Mnriu.— The folloif 

ing formula (Drutr^^ist) !•» rfcoinmoridod by Pareai 
as eepecially adapted, because of its agreeable flavor, 
tocaaeaof acrofala occurring in children: Syrup 
iodide of iron, and syrup of colTee, equal parts of 
each. J>08e of the mixture m one third ttiat of the 
■iyrup of the iodide of iron. 



The June number of the Nurlli American lieview 
opens with an article by Joseph Nimmo. Jr., 
Chief of tht! Treasury linrcau of Sl!iti?fif>a, on 
'American Manufacturing iotereats.' bhould this 
aathor's advocacy of protective legislation prove dis 
tasteful, the rfjuler find- Hio nortletl rorrcctivo in an 
article by the lion. Wm. M. t^priuger,on "Incidental 
Taxation," which is an argument for Free Ttade. 
D, C. Gillmau, i^rcsid'^nt of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
*\Xy, writes of the "President Aspects of College 
Training," affected by the increane of wealth and 
luxury, the development of natural science, uud the 
iuflueiice of u larger religious liberty. Edward Self 
presents some weighty considerations on the "Abuse 
of Citizenship." as exhibited in the machinations of 
the d3'n;imiti9ts again't a friendly power, in disre- 
gard of the obttgattous of Aniericau ueuiraltty. 
Prof. Isaae L. ^ce criticises some of "Herbert 
•^jm-imut's Fants (ind Trifi rcncc!.'' in .social nnd 
political acieacc. aiul C'hrii»tinc .Nilssou contributes 
"A Few Words About Public Singing." Finally, 
•hero is a symposium «>a "The Moral Influence of 
Uie Drama," the participants being, on tiie one 
dde, the Rev. Dr. J. M. Buckley, well Icnown as an 
opponent of the stage, and on the other, John Gil- 
bert, the actor: A. M. Palmer, theatrical inaQager; 
and William Winter, dramatic critic. Fifty cents a 
number; $5 a year. Published at SO Lafayette 
Flaoo. New York. 



I Giiiitard s Medical Journal, a warm uppuucot of 
I the New York code says of the action of the K. T. 

Academy of Medicine to which we referred in our 
, last: "Ibc 'packing' of the Academy to secure the- 
I vote mentioned was an errar, whfcb all must noir 
see clearly and fi' kn'nvlrd^e If there is to be s 
Hgbt, it should be free, fair and fuUj announced. 
Then there can be a full vaiherlng of the clans, a 
well f niizlil iss'ic, uiiil a fairly earned victory." The 
fact that the adherents of the old Code could l>e 
guilty of thounfirir and high-handed rondnet charged . 
is one of the strongest p- ssibl. nri^umcuts against 
the efficacy of a written codt;. Had the followers of 
j Flint remembered that the degree of M. P. presup^ 
j poses a gcullcman, with all (hat such a title implies, 
\ they would not have thus deiar.uied themselves. • 

I An address hy Dr. V,. H. lliir^Miis, of Pl-hi. In 
i (liana, before tlie Eleventh District Medical Hoclety 
of that state, contains tlie following passage: ''A 
Cincinnati mndical journal, a few months apn. in an 
I editorial notice of tho distin^isbed English phy 
I siblogist, Prof. W. B. Carpenter, esprassed surprise 
: that he should bo a member of the Unitarian Church, 
as among his (the editor's) acquaintance of profes- 
sors of that faith, he knew no one who was not a 
homajopathiHt, " Tiii^ rcmlnfls u> thid a nlauncb 
! Prr-4hyierian divine once remarked to us lltat houx 
, (L'opathy was opposed to the genius of Oalfinis in 
In our own experience we never met a spiritoaliat 
I who was not a homccopathist. 

Hereafter it will be Sir Spencer Wells, lu recog- 
nition of his scrvii-e* in the direction of abdominal 
surgery, t^ucen Victoria haf* created the dlstitt- 
j guished ovariotomisl .i biron "l Sir Spencer, 
' though not the original ovarioiomtst. and of late 
I years not the most auoeessful. has, nevertheless, per* 
. formed ovariotomy more frpf[nrntly and hits done 
I more thau any other man to enlarge the bouodariea 
of human hope, by raiaiui; thedifHcult operation out 
of thf list of lU-ii'iiuK i'd proi i'f dings into the C;>to 
I gory of safe and successful measures'. While the 
I baronetcy can give no additional lustre to this gruu 
name, the profession everywiien- will, nevertheless. 
I unite in coogratuiatingllie recipient on ttiis reoog- 
' nition of merit. 

j in Europe the tubercle liaiMlli war still rages. Bor- 
I tin and Vienna being, respect ivrely. the headquafters 
I of the opposing forces. In thi> rmntry the ethical 
cooBicl is Ix'ing waged with uaabat&d fury. The 
profession of the world await with eager interest the 
outcome 'A each chisb of arms. How much, soever, 
war i>< \o he deprecated, it appears, nevertheless, to 
; be one of the necessities. Let us ho^c that as a re- 
. suit of the present conlllcts the bones of contenthm 
I may themselves be removed. 

! Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, of Boston, says that 
I "bad air, bad whisky and irregular habits keep our 
doctors alive." How true soever this may be of 
eastern doctors it is au extremely illogical assump- 
! tlon in so far as it applies to the west. It it tin(» 
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many of our doctors indulge iu tliciiu thipgs and arc 
kept alive, hut they live in spite of. rather than in 
virnic of. these indulKODCCs to which they, liowpver. 
evuututtlly succumb, just like other mortalo. The 
Boaton doctor ii, iadMd, » mm ooAt. 

Dr. Williftm Fur. F. R 8., the originfttor of tbal 

wonderful system of vital stiilistios. iu which Y.n^ 
land has educated the world, u dead. To his work 
more IbM to any otber agoocy i« the rise and pro- 
grvss of sanitary scii tu c tine. Tie wu» forci'd liy ill- 
health to retire two years before his death from the 
post of duty, where for forty-three yean he was 
□ever found missing. lit; was originally a medical 
editor. He was bora in Shropshire iu 1807. lie 
ffied poor, and mmures have beco set on foot to 
eoinre his fninily of four daughters against want. 

L factotum in the oOSceii of one of our city com- 
aaissioners is noted for bis Partingtonismn The 
jther morning a commissioner on entering inquired, 
"Anything new this morning. John!" "Ob, sad 
news; Mr. 8. is <i» ;ul." it possible? What did 
he die of 7" "Ub, nothing in particular. The d>>c- 
mr says it was general ability. " Tunhig to a 
brother commissioner fhenfllcinl remarked, "Ah. G., 
Uiat's a disease that's taking oS a great many of us, 
bat I donH thinli its liable to become epidemic." 

"How long will It take you to cure mo. doctor?" 
Well, Mr. Blank, I think you may be able to get 
back toyoTirdi'ik in ubout u mouth, hut it will be 
aeceasary for yuu U> remuiu umler Irealmeot for 
several years." "But you evidently mistalte; I am 
aol Blank, the lianker. but Rlank, the letter carrier." 
''Ah, that alters the case. There is nothing the 
mauor with you buta littie biliousness. You will 
be all right in a few days. " 

The Bengaleso arc wakintr up. During the past 
year there were published by them catecbisnui of 
ioollatioa and hygiene for tiie use of schools in 
Bengal. Tt-xl-books on arithmetic, algebra and 
physical geography iiave also been published, and 
Baboo Kisi Charsn Oapia has Joal got out his first 
7oIame of a Bengalese translation of an English 
wotk on purgiTV 

The Medical hecord of the 19lh iust. coutaius 
♦ -tynoptical reports of procetdiogs of and papers read 
twftere no less than ten state medical societies. In 
niost instiiiicfs tiu'-^c rcpnrf<i were tninsmittcil f)y 
t«legrupb, after the mikouerof the met ropoii tan daily 
;h«S8. Such enterprise merits much praise and 
dbould ensure for dur contemporary the mo^t ronlial 
profttssiuoal support . It is truly a metropolitan 
medical newspaper. 

It was Garrf ck who wrote the following famous 
epigram ou Sir .Tobn ilill : 

" For pliyiiii" and farcM 
His eqtial ttierp »CAroe is; 
HU farcv» are pbyate, 
Hlii pbystc a fsfee Is." 

it very rarely happens that it is necessary for our 
ortither Gaillard to adjust his spectseles to see a 



point, but when he interpreted our similitude of the 
spfldHliats of New Yorit to the tail of a dog, to imply 
a condemnation uf iho new rode, he c%'it!cnlly had 
left his glasses at home. We would advise him to 
keep a pair is the ssnchim for nmergeociee. 

It was a promising young man wim oo being 

a^-k-' l hy jir jfi-ss ir nf (i!)>frtri<'H wh?it hfi ^Tnu1d 
do in a case of pnst-partum hxtnorrh'i^e, rophed 
with great prnmptuess» "I would run' like hades 
(old voaion) for the nearest doctor. " 



THK IKTERNATIONAL ENCVCLOPttDlA OF Sl'R<3EHV. A PyBtfOl 

atic TreatiRo on the Tbeoiy and PractkM of 6w9»rf^ bf 
Authors of various Vatloas. B*ifted bf John Aslihaiet, 
Jr., M. D., ProCassor o( Ollaioal 8ui«ei7 fai the UDlvefslty 
M PHuisrlvsiilB. llloitralcd with diHMBO-liOiogniptas 

and w'0O(i-cut<>. In fdz volumffl. ToL OI. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 

An English Journal in a recent article on books, 
on referring to this great work, remarked, "it is 
scarcely necessary to nay that it is being issued by 
an American publNiiiug house." The prelimiueoco 
of the American publisher in enterprise and good 
judgment in the selection of his msouscript, is no 
longer disputed. Of the gcUeral scope of Uie work 
before us we have had occasion lo speak in our 
notice of the two prccedin;; vnhlmt^f: Of th© 
volume just issued it is scarcely necessary, to say 
more than that it amply fulfills the expectations 
raised by its predecessors. Tt opt-n.'? with an .irtirle 
by Prof. P. S. Conner, of Ciucinnati, on "iujurice 
and Diseases of Muscles." This is followed liy 
articles on "Injuries and Diseases of the Lympha- 
tics" and "Injuries of Blood vcjisels," by Edward 
Bellamy, surgeon to Charing Crm» Hospital, Lon- 
don, and .lohn A. Lidell, late surgeon to Bellevue 
Hospital, respectively. Dr. .lobn A. Wyelb, professor 
of surgery in the New York Polyclinic, contributes 
a chapter ou ' Sur<'ical Diseases of tlie Vascular 
System : " liirli ini lin w fll. surgeon to Ctiariug Cross 
Hospital, iiOiuion, one ou "Aucurism;" Dr. M. 
Nicaise. Professor "Agr^g£" in- the Faculty of Medi- 
cine, Paris, m\c on "Injnrir«i and Diseases of 
Nerves," and Dr. Edmund Andrews, prufessur of 
clinical surgery in the Chicago Medical Ooll^, one 
ou "Injiirli of Joiuls." Tfir-ic writers arc nl! fam- 
iliar to the prufessiuu through work previously dune, 
and the nature of their present contributions is quite 
in keeping with what they bad taught us to Lxjiect 
of them. The nrlicle.H of Drs. Lidell and Andrews 
are. perhai< , deserving of especial mention. Ilr. 
Lidcll's contribution on "Injuries to Blood Vessels'* 
is particularly exhsustire and is destmcd to be 
classic in surgical literature, whilu Dr. Andrews' on 
"Injuries to Joints" stands unique amid even a pro- 
fu-sion nf !itf»nitiirr of this ftiiht«^i t. for thoughtful 
study and practical suggestions as to treatment. 

The French and Italian translations of this great 
work are being promptly made, that of volun;-' HI. 
being already anoouuced. When completed it will, 
unquestionably, be the most eKhausdva woiA on 
surgery extant, while its intematiooal eluKWMsr wUl 
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exert a powerful influence towards the uaiflcftUoD of 
the profeMioD as it is scattered througbout diffarant 
tends. ) ' - ' 

iMuunrv, It* Oatois ua> nuramow. Ify W&mj Putnani 

nteanw, M. D., 8uper<nt«ntl«i|t bf the Betreat for the In- 
Maoe, IlAi-tford. Coun. ; I^ecturar on IoHAoit>' Ui tbt* Mt>dk-al 
Departtnrnl df Yale College, etc. 

New York: G P. Patnam'B Sodh. 

Ostralt: Jolm MkefMane. 

■ The inception of this little book, the author telU 
US, was a paper on "The Insane Diathesis," read 
before the Oowoecticut Medical Bociciy over two 
years ago. The demand for copies of this caused 
him to add somethinif in di'tail on the subject of the 
prevention of insanit)', and to publish it in the form 
of this (Kiok. The style of the book adapts it to 
both Itiy and professional reading, thus tacrea»inK, 
manifold, the sphere of its usefulness. Wc arc surrjr 
to ttota ttie atatement, inade by way of ao apology, 
that it was "writtr-n during odd snatHio*; nf time and 
trith many interruptions:'- If this fact has im- 
paired Ita value, the book likoald not have been pub- 
lishefl, for in these days no man hns h riirlit to im- 
pose on the public anything ^t his best effort. If 
it has not impaired the ^niltw of the boolc. tlie state- 
ment is uncallc<l for; anrl in :iny ca-oc it^ only effect 
is to prejudice the reader i(gain»t the hook. 

The canies diacusaed sa etiQlogical factors in in- 
sanity !irf civiliniioa, the iasMM dtathesis. educa- 
tion, heredity, consanguineous marriages. alcohr>l, 
tuba<:co, sex, poverty, religion, and insufficient 
sleep. The influence of each of these is concisely 
and yet clearly discussed, and a heed tn th«» <iue- 
gestions uontaioed cannot be otherwise than ex- 
tremely hdpfnl. A senleooe seleeled ftom the oon- 
sider.ition of education will convey a conception of 
the author's style and habilof thought: "Inasmuch 
as Que large majority of the members of society must 
ohtftin till' re(|iiirfnu'nN of living hy industrial oper 
ations, society will appreciate more fully the ini- 
portaooe, not only to itself, but es|)ecially to the In- 
dividual, of so t^'ducating each person, tli ii lie may 
be self-supporUng. and consequently less liable to 
beoeoke a diseased and dependent member of it" 

>'TiTnE>rr'« Ortuc to I)iHr.AMt> <>e thk Eyk. By Ktlward 
NcitlfMhip, F. K. V. 8., 0|thilu»linlc Surgeon toSt. Thomas' 
Hoapitai, and to tbe HoaiiitAl for Hick eliildreo. Qraat 
OiBMBd Strast. Sscand American frotn tbe Seooad 
HsvlNKl aad VahwiEed Baitfixh Kdition. Witba ehaptMr en 
KxaninationforCblor IVforptlon, by WiiUim Thonson, 
M. I> Pn^feHNor of OpktfaalmalaKy f a tlw JtKmtm M«dl- 

Pliil;i.i.-iiilu,»: lit^nry C. I>*«'k ,< Co. 
l}vU-tHi : tiortoii. Bl»»»elt \" L'o. 

The »v/jt: of tbe systtemutic w )rks ou diHcoHcs of 
tlie eye is the objection to their use by the under* 
graduate nnt\ the n-tnTil pfurtiiinner Tnlcss. as is 
the case in some sdioolA, hU the other divisions of 
medicine are made to vevtA^e around the eye as thrir 
centre and when tli< ei:i>!i'!fie -i ci itilisl •lominates 
the snpine faculty, aud browbeats the student into 
spedal attention to Ids subject, holding over bin the 
Ihfeit of "plucking" him. the time which may be 



1 be devoted to ophtlutlniology b too limited to per- 
I mft of the study of exhaustive works designed more 
particularly for the specialist. The want of thf 
student is a oncirw and lurid text book, divested o! 
I superfluity and condensc^l to the limits of clearness. 
: This is also the need of general pnietitir>Der, Whose 
i knowledge of the subject sliouM be sufncient to en 
j able him to treat the commoner affections of the eye. 
and to ptomptly detect alierratlons. which his lsel(. of 
experience <ir «kin may warrant him in tnrninir over 
I to the care of the specialist. Xctilcship on the Eye 
I fnlftls these lequmments to an admitable degree. 
Its chapter f»n the Hcl^tions of the Eye to fleuerai 
Diseases should, moreover, be familiar to such gen- 
eral praetitlonefs as refuse even to toaeh a ease of 
eye disease. The chapter by Dr. Thomson on the 
l3etection of Color-blindness i^ a valuable addition 

I case* ftvm Cllnleal Reeords. Bjr Jomi^ ParrlSh. V. P 

Pric*. $1. J5. 
PbUailelphU: P. BlakUton & Co. 

I This little book opens with the questton. "Wh& 

are the Inebriates ?" which it proceeds to answer, 
quoting as follows, with the approval of tbe 

j author, from Macnlah: "There are some per. 
sons who will never be drunknnis. and Othem 
who will \k' so, in spite of all that csn be 
done for them. Some are drunkards by choice, 
and some by necessity."' The bulk of the boolc 
is devoted to the '•nii'^iilenitlun of inehiiely a 

. disease, and cout:iiii£> uumeroun illustrations of titt- 

I Statements made. In cases dtod from expsrieMB. 
The ftuthor'.s style is forcible, and the "^tudy of the 
book would be an effective offset to temperance or 

I total abatinenoe fanaticism. A crying need of tlio 
times i.H a nitioniil consideiiilion of the liquor qii«'- 
tioo. Those who distort facts in this counection. 

I to eonfonn thrai to ttaeortes do vastly more hum 
than good. 

! TiTP. UiMEAHKM or WoMKN. .\ Manual for FlijrsieiNns auu 
I Stiuleiits. By Heinrich KritHeh. M. D., Professor of Ot>- 
•<U«trics aiuJ GyuR.H.'olo(;y In the Unlvend^ of Halle. Tmns- 
{ latrdbirlsidarFurftu With tM wooa sngmviagi, 
i KswYorfc: WllUaiu Wood«Co. 

This is tbe March number of Wood's Library of 

Standard Medical Author? It is of the uniforro 
octavo size and contains iHm pages, its cbarscterie 
tic might be said to be ita multnm in party) nature. 

! being an admirable condensation, and in this regard 

I differing strikingly trom the usual German treatise. 

i It has nn j|>ecial feature to commend it over other 
works on the same sabjecl, but toeing by a German 

I author it adds to the cmnpleteness of tlie Ubrary. 

Aim TO Mkoicixc. Fact I (Double Partn TbsUeaernl I>i»>- 
I amm. Diaeaseii of the Lungs, Heart, Blood-Vt4i»el« and 
Liver. By (' E. Armaiwl Sample, B. A , H. B.. Caoiab.. 

eU.'. Price, 8'icenlii. 

Netr York: 0. P. Putnam's Boas. 

This H .1 nuniln 1 nf tlie "Students' .Vid Series." 
^ issued by Messrs. i^utuam's Sons. It is an admirable 
oondensatiott. and in so far as condenwttomt are per- 
' minnble, it Is to commended. 
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Ajr Oteratiuk ruR Clo8I]*o Douol^' Cri. DK-XAr. By O. E. 
HMrrtck. M. P.. Orand BftpldB, Mleh. R^prtot tttm. Ob- 
■tetrtcO«aett«. 

' TMoanc Je: Their Miort)«t.*oi>y, I>evelui>inen(. D«Atb, Diag- 
floal* «nd TtaMBMot. Bj W. a W. Ulutor, M. D., Aart. 
dn^. JH. H. & IlltiMntod with 17i*ood-aiila. PtlM.» 
cent*. Piifaltahadb3riJi»**muiiU«todllMlc«lJoiinmlOo./' 
Detroit* iDch. 

Ka»0-Bckm( oar MwicAi. £ijsctbicity. By A. M. IbMebaqrh, 
M. D.. ftuiseoQ to the Toronto Kye ami Ear DlBiJetuwirj*. 

CUKICAl. KOTM OH OPiCM ADOK^TIUK. BjT J. B. MAtttoOD. 

BrooUjm. N. T. A paper refld h«>rorB the Kln«rc Ooua^ 
M«'r1'R"aJ 5i<vlety. Copies will he f'lmishwl on apitlicatioii. 

Tin: His»Ti>KY <>r Ti*nBK<.ri,'>s«r« rK<'M the Time of SvpHii.tii 
V> th*' Vrf^'nt Pay. Incliulinp KocIi'm experiments. By 
Eric £. SeUer, M. D. One Volume. 1:9010., tl.» ThJa 
work te la pme bbA irlll lie riioitlr tawiad lu Robert 
Ciailc ft Go., of Otocta>ii«IL 



Hi>.i-! tifFon" the Ml( )ii).'aii Mciliral S4>ciety. and print- 

ed in thie Journal wiih tli*' « oii.si rii of tbe Hooiety.] 

TiiiK'lj ('atliiii>l.s. 

8V THOMAS N. REYNOLUB. M. O., i'KOFESiM)R OF 
KATBSU. MBDTCA AND TKBBAnCTICS, AMD 
OF CUNICAL MBDICIKB tK DXTOOIV 
MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Cathartics are a-s nUI as the hiatory of man. They 
*ere used iu every age, and the most primitive peo- 
pto obsenred thdr utility. 

Native fniits, barlu), and juic<>s of ]ilHnts are «it!ll 
itted by the Anierican Indians, and crude people of 
otiMT oonntries. Tliey me them wlUt nmarkftUy 
good judgment, hut do not Inrpely understand their 
nodm operandi or their varied appUcaUility. Tluit 
«rUer knowledge ftod fluer appredaUon of tlie 
ttftdux ojHranil', atnl consequent proper u.>*c of these 
remedies, as of thotie of every ckas, remain not 
only for the higher civilization, but for Ita more 
soientiflc and well-trained physicians. 

Generally it is not difficult to know whether to 
give or withhold some form of cnthartic, but some- 
times it requires of the most experienced the beat 
■onsideratiou. A severe cathartic mnny tlmf* mny 
be fatal; and so may withholding it txj, at uthcrt;. 
In otber csees recovery nu^ be retarded by too fre 
quent puririn?; nnd in more, retarded by withhold- 
<ag the appropriate caihartic. 

We will refer briefly here to the nee, rather than 
fJie abusp of ihcsc remedies. 

1. In hubituai coostipatiuu, where diet, exercise, 
regular habit, nervous tanqaility and other advisory 
mea.'«ure»» fail, it is nert s.sm y to give -some laxative 
cathartic. The strength of the dose will vary with 
almost every individual: but the mildest should be 
a!<tHl, if sulHcient to produce one daily uction of the 
ooweia. Sometimes a glassful of warm water before 
breakfast will sutBcc; but again it may be necessary 
to iK-giu with a large dnse of some active cathartic, 
and then gradually decre;iM> it to nothing at all. 
Generally this can be done; but sometimes cathartics 
cannot be wholly dl-speased with for any great 
length of time. Then some sufficient cathartic 



should be taken as required; for though habitual 

constipation does not kill people suddenly, it doea 
often kill people slowly. It is the important office 
of the lownr bowel to remove from the body the uu- 
appropriated part of the food, and a large' part of 
the generiil < rcrcrnpDtltious tissue waste. This fail- 
ing, the kidocyb are vicariously overworked, and 

i from this undue Irritation, sometimea ultimately 
succumb to chronic iuter^ttitial intlnmmntifin. Every 
other organ and tissue also suffers from the presence 

I in the blood of the re-absorbed excrementltious mat- 
ter. 

With regard to the kind of cathurtii , many think 
; some kind In jntrtlcular is especially .superior to 
every other; but that is not usually the fact. Ajiy 
one of the scores of cathartics, taken iu just sufli- 
I cient quantity to produce the daily action, will gen- 
erally accomplish the result as well as any Other, 
' provided the patient be impressed with a paramount 
[ importance of having it do so at about a certain 
! timA. If this importance does become uppermost 
in the mind of the patient atia certain time of day, 
1 he will generally soon be able to live without any 
[ stimolna to the bowel but that of the mind, direellag 
the necessary nervous energy for the performance of 
I that function. 

\ With most perMMis the morning is the best time. 

One of the excito-motor neumiie renietiieM is nufll- 
cient for some persons at times. Minims ij or iij 
of tincture of nux vomica In water taken every hour 
for a few doses on rising, or the same of belladonna, 
will often sulHce; and wai;m coffee is u very constant 
and ufleu quite prompt stimulus to iuteslinal 
perlstalds. Enemas may very properly be used in 
' some cases; but continued injectionn arc not gen* 
I endly an advisable mode in chronic a)usiipation. 
t 2. Ihny cases of very exinme dyspepsia that 
resist nil other forms of tfealment, and arc found to 
have been preceded and l^companicd by constipa- 
tion, are relieved at onoe, and ultimately cured by ' 

;;entlr eatharsis. Matjnesii sulphas, is often the bCSt 

, .sclcc'lion. I sometimes prescribe 

I H Magni'sii sulph Jj 

AcldisulphuT.dll li\ 

.Vquie, ad s jv. 

I Misce ot sig.— Teaapoonful iu water before eat- 

I 8. In almost every injury or acute disease not 
conuccted with the bowel it-e!f, and involving a 
j taking to bed, an immediate evacuation of the buwela 
I is a Imdlng essential, if an existing lazneis be not 
I jisrerfuine !. It not only relieves the alimentary 
j canal, but wonderfully relieves that high arterial 
' tendon seen in moat aubjocts immediately after the 
injury, or leartion from sIhh K, or af'er ilu: invasion 
of any acute inflammatiuu or cKseniiat fever. It 
i acts as a revulsant of nervous energy from the cir- 
culatory apparatus, and thus lessens the abnormal 
; frequency and violence of cardiac and arterial cou- 
j tractions. It may not alwaiys be b«!^Ho repeat It if 
I high arterial tension remains or returns, and it may 
I somethnes be better to give hourly minim doses 
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tincture of aconite or vcratrum viride. or large dosca 
Of <|iiliilDe;lNit oiMiywUl bear a aecond cmtaartlo 
action well, and will be more permaiieiitiy benefltfld 

ItHrreby. 

4. la ftcttte lobar pneumonia of die plethorie. a 

prompt itiul iiciive cnlhiirtic is very importuut when 
givtiu early. The bcni.'fit is threefold: It acts as an 
ordinary evacttani, (ie|)lctca the 'general ctreola- 
tidtt, and diveria in a dejcroe, local Taio-motor 
nervous oxcitemenl from tlie pulmonary vessels. 
(Xitlmriics are useful in tbu Hame Htage and same 
clasHof CHSCSof acute lobar piUMiin uii i that m uiaoy 
of the older pruciitioiMrK foaod beneflied by Um 
ubslrartion of blood. 

6. In acute oongettion of the liver from dietary 
cnu<(>-!, wliclher temporMry and mil'l, or raoro pro- 
ionj^d and severe, uotbin); is «u radically beae- 
fleial aa an ooa»ional cathart,ie. Strict limitation 
of tlu' (Iift:xry ti) roni ;uul 'liiiik«i for the flrs^t few 
ddj's 13 very largely curative in itsulf; but if the 
polee be foil and ttomdittg at tbe wrist, a tbarp 
pur<;a'ivc will lu t like a charm. I saw this marked 
in a ycuog man lately, witb hepatic congestion and 
an extreme aupraorbltal nearalgia* Of course 
qoinliie le Indlapeitwble in ooqjancUon. if from 
malarial origin. 

6. In a case of trifacial neuralgia with severe and 
frL'queni Hpiwmo^lio paroxysms, under my care at 
St M:iry'« Uus[>ii;il luiit wioltr, an active cathartic 
atie-iled the attack for furty-eigbt hours. Tbe colon 
W48 fnll.llowever.and the patient had been on opiom 
siiice tlie oiist't, three days beforo. Its return w.i-i 
not so severe, and she recovered slowly. Occasional 
anodynre sufficed wlieii aolid food was withheld. 
Bold particle-* excited a paiosysm when in contact 
with th« palate. 

T In acute rheumatism, particularly in robust 
Kuhjccm, WW nctivo cathartic in the oiirly stage i-* 
womlcrrully ameliorating to all the symptoms. In 
one > oung gentleman, tbe frequent subject of acute 
rfaeumaiism.an active catluurtlchaalnafewliwtances 

aborted the attack, 

b. It) ulmu^l all iieute bead or centraf cerebro- 
spinal symptoms.a brisk cathartic la liltel/ to be very 
beuetlcial. acting in tbeee mostly as a nvnbant of 
iuuervatioD. 

Id active delirium from cranial injury, 1 have 

t)e«n much itriprcased with the Iiencflls of an active 
catbarlic In January 1874, a Gujrge N., aged 14 
yea's, received a fracture of tbe temporM bone near 
the I' ise, fnim llie newly shurpened caulk of the 
shoe of a hofM: he was leading from the shop. Ili^ 
delirium was violent and it was dNHcult to sew up 
bis ear whii-h was nearly cut off by the same caulk 
that produced the fracture. It was impossible to 
Klvehlmapfl! or anything but water. Since be 
drank wuh avidity. I conceived tbe idea of placing 
two dropH of crotou oil on a small glass of wuter. 
Thi-« he ^ras|)ed at and drank, and in an hour and a 
half had »evcntl walt-ry pas-mgcs from llie Imwels. 
I{i« delirium lieL^iin \>i K ive wlun the l)o\vf|.s hegjn 
to move, auti liud <li«ippeared when ;hey ceased. 
It never returned, but his intellect was dull for 



some time after be got up. He forgot tbe oamea of 
things and asked for beets, as 'isome of those red 

things." at the table one day. Since Ibis case I 'inve 
never forgotten the ease of giviug a caliiartic iu tike 
shape of croton Oil on water, in active dellriam, 
wlu-re p:iiieMts drink with avidity. Init beOODW 
violent when dt»ired to take anything else. 

0. In puerpttral mania and puerperal eelampflia, a 
pronounced c uli irtie is important, and must rarely 
be contraindicated at the onset. In a plethoric 
woman it is indi-ipcns&blo if consUpatioa cxi!»t, and 
I belivc thai nothing can then take its |daoe io 
effleieni y of service. 

On .July 19. 1878. 1 wat taken by Dr. Wm. 
McDonald, then practising la Detroit, but now 
practising in Ri^ton, to see !i cnse of pnorperal 
mania in a ralhcr robust primipara. It was two add 
a half days after delivery, and two days of unremit* 
tiiic [uierperal insanity of the maniacal form. 

iSbe wa-i being forcibly held, screamed almost 
incessantly and dashed from her everything but as 
occasiiiital drink. There wa-i no uterine inflHinma 
lion, the bowels bad nut moved, and we gave her 
three drops of croton olt on her next glass of water. 
A full evacuation followed, with two or three watery 
pa.s88ges afterwards; she grew gradually quiet, soon 
went to sleep, and bail not any more symptoms of 
puerpend insanity. 

In vi iient hysteria the tienelit of a aUharUo is 
often as great. 

In puerperal eclampsia a prompt and drastic 
cnthartir like three drops of croton oil, reponted if 
necessary, will often arrest tbe paroxysms and cure 
the patlrat, unless too comatose and weak ttwA fr»> 
quent repetition. It i^ almoHt r nially efTective 
whether tbe eclampsia be from urteiuiu loxu^mia, or 
from reflex nervous excitement It acts, in both, by 
I diverting vascular and iiervou'* excitement from tbe 
head to the great mucous surface of the alimeotaty 
canal. In unemia, it eliminates are-t as well; ai^ 
unless there be dlarrluBa, b la a crime then, to dslej 
it a moment. 

In two almost hopeless cases of puerperal 
eclampsia, of which I had personal knowledge, my 
brother Dr. Henry ,1. Reynolds, after rcsoriinj* to 
chloroform, etc.. gave in each, three dn»ps of crotoo 
(ril every two hours, till nine drope had been taken 
before catharsis hegan. Pnr^in^ soon followed 
however, and in both recovery took place. These 
cases were reported at the Nortbeaslem District 
Medical Society in 18S1. and published on pac:e 145 
of No. 4. vol. V, of the Detroit Lancet, and ab 
stracted on page 5S4 of No. 4 vol. li, of the Quarter- 
ly Ep.tome of Ainericiin Medicine and Surt,'ery 
supplement to Braitbwaite's lielrospect, of the same 
year. 

10. In affections of the kldncya and skin, to speak 
in a general way, the bowels should be kept care 
fully, sufficiently active. In many affections of 
each it cannot of coume cure, buc in none can it do 
harm, and in '="n»o. pspecially of the skin, a 
judiduus diet and action of the l>owels will elfectu 
ally mansge the malady. 
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^1 have had uoder ob^rvation for two years a gen- 
emwIyliviDg gentleoMD wcA 74, the subject of 

rhr viic i-czcma nihrum. in wliom a sini^le fiuhire of 
Ute daily acliou of Uie buwela, pruducea invariably ) 
aD increaw of redness and almost iotoleinble iteblni;, ' 
whirh nnthlng locally, excepting hot Wiiti r,«H'i n tt in 
pomrily relieves, but wlucli is effectually removed | 
hy a resort to cathartics. 



Js Pneumonia Contaxioiw* 

Br W. R. PAOB, K. D., eADNUWT, OHIO. 

To some minds tlm fact— if it is a fact — lliat 
imeumonia is more or less contagious, is not con- 
cltiflivc. Perhaps it is because the busy physiciun 
doen not stop to consider it one waf or the other. 
T dare siiy thtre are many cases of unusual iuu^rest 
that might and should be reported for the good of 
Others, were it not that a busv lite, coupled with 
hesilunry in writin^r up t ''i^p kept many cases in 
Uie background and wholly uoknowo. 1 have 
dotleed of lata. Mtldes going the rounds of some of 
the leading journals on th»' cAntiipiion of pnfuraonia, 
and I am willing to add my experience with several 
OBsea to carry ooo^letioa to the minds of those lin- 
gering in doubt about it. 

I will not argue it pro or coh — that is not oeces- 
eary — ^bat give a short sketch of a few cases: 
A few months since I was called to see Mrs. B., let. 
82 years, of good consiitutiou, and for one of her 
age, usually enjoyed excellent health. I found the 
old Isdy laboriui; under a rapidly developing >-tHge of 
inflammation of both lung.s. with the usual serious 
aocoiupanyiug signs, r^les, sputa, elc. The old 
lady met with her tlnal sicluess in this attack; 
a n sult which her ugf ami the severity of the case 
must of course have foreboded. A daughter, ast. 35 
years,had lieen her mother'scompaaion and constant 
nurse, until a few days pri viou-^ Id llie deiitb of the 
aged mother, when she bad to give up and ,resort to 
treatment In order to isolate the two eases,I removed 
the daughter u [) st a i r.-^ to more heal tbf ul q uarters. The 
young lady finally recovered, after several months' 
care. There Is no doubt in my judgment that one 
Via the result of the other. Further, among the 
tpany children ^vho came to remain with the sick 
ones, was a suu-iu luw, ict. about 50. He, too, re- 
tamed to bis home after expoeun, to he stricken 
down with tlie same disease that again bore its 
contagion, lie succumbed in a very short time. 
Would he iiave been a vicilm to the trauble at the 
time had he remained free from the expoMirathat 
he was under wluif) discharging a duty ? 

i can readily recall three cases of poeamonta 
among relatives of my family in anollier state, 
where {^) two out of the three that died were on a 
visit at the time of being taken down with pneu* 
monia, and wilbia (3) three weeks' time of the initial 
attack all three died under the same roof. The 
three had reached middle life, or past, aa<l possessed 
the avenge powers of resiitaBoei. Many similar 



cases might be cited, hut it is tiseless. We need 
not now attempt an eiplanation of Ibis pdaon. bat 

there enusc for a dread of it as lastinsj as of thut 
of the ordinary iypbo-fev>'rs which we often meet. 

These two cases eoduied no otlier exposures, to 
my knowledge, than that of dutiful nurses, which 
was enough to convince the most skeptical that 
there is a degree of truth in the opinion of many 
physicians that pneiimoulft is carried by contact, 
and it remains with me equally as convincing as the 
cnnta'iion of phthiMs with its disease germ, if 
tHe poison must lie in the sputa. If In tiie one. why 
not in the other' a rule, 1 m%y "ny, we are com- 
pelled to look with forebodings on most cases ut 
lung complicadons among the old and infirm. 



TIbarnura Prvnlfollnn In Bladder Trowblea. 

BY FRAIiK W. ISUOWN, X.I>., LECTUUKR OM HISTOLOOIT 

AND moRoaoopv, DBTBOrr XBOrcai. coubob. 

T should like to call the attention of the profession 

T v'hat I consider the valuablf anli s]>iisiiii)<lii' and 
demulcent action of viburnum pruuifuUum in blad- 
der troubles. I was led to employ it for that pur. 
pose by the fact of its effect on the uterus; as it 
allays pain and diminishes irritation in that organ, I 
hoped for an analogous action on the bladder. At» 
an example of my success I cite an ezlieme case: 

About ft yeiir ii;»o, an old gentleman, a»t. 7(^, in 
guod health, but iu the habit of driukiiii^ liquor, 
although never to excess, called me early one moiB- 
ing ind informed im- thai lie had passed no water 
for the last 20 hours, and was sutfering acute palB 
of a spasmodic chancier. Bxamination showed 
bladder distended, a slight hyp rtrnpljy of the 
prostate, and, on passing a catheter for hi£ relief, a 
'distinct spasm of the sphincter. 

Appiiri'iit as .seemed to me the diai^riDsis, yet, in 
spite of ail the usual and various treatments, (hot 
sllz-batlu, demulcents, belladonna, opium and cam- 
phor suppositories, etc.), it was found necessary to 
calbeterixe twice daily for over two weeks, as hardly 
a drop of water could be passed during that time. 
From frequent use of the instrameat, attbongh care- 
fiiHv employed, increased irritnlion was caused, the 
untie becoming bloody, ropy and highly offensive, 
and the patient getting but little re.st unless employ- 
ing frequent baths or under the infliieuce of opiates. 
With this unfavorable outlook, and led by the 
hopes above mentioned, I directed a teaspoonful of 
the ft, ext. vy)uriuim |iruiiifolium to be given every 
hour, and was pleased to learn that after four hqun» 
relief was obtained. The water began to flow freely, 
gradually increased in quantity, and, losing it^^ 
acridity, the trouble rapidly subsided., bix momth» 
afterwards tJiere was a slight return of the difficult^, 
but it WM soon relieved by a resort to the. vibnr- 
num,- 

Since the case above noted I have had oooaslon fa> 
en)ploy It fniquentlj in irritations of the Madder 
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urisiof; ftom Tarious oausea and have found it really 

valuable. 

In looking ovr-r tlu' literatdrc of thf drua: I find it 
very fepitriugly mcutioutd. TUt- lUspcusatory. 1x79, 
says: "Nothing deflniti- iippears to be known re- 
-sp'-t tini: till' mkkIi.' of iK iioti of this plant. Iiu-on- 
gcauuii quMlitic-d are ii»sigaed to it, such as that it is 
at oooe oervine. a»trlng«nt, diaratic and tonic. Dr. 
1. M. Uiacki-rhy, in Jhr> Tlu i ajn utic C.r/ctrc. Sept.. 
Ibbd, classes it ixn anodyne, aotispHsmodic and tonic; 
but posscaiiin^ no narcotic qoalitiea. He also Rpenk») 
i»r hi> rmt)!o\ Ills it with good .stu-coss. in trouMrs of 
xUu bladder and urethra, and suggests further trial 
in that direction. I find it to be distinctly anti 
gpasmodlc. anodyne and <liurLtic. It must, liow. 
ever, be glrea in lurt^c and repeated dosen, a pre- 
caution too often neglected, and which. 1 think, Iih') 
done much to bring liie drug into disircpntc. The 
"fomrieh is not di-'^turbetl by frequent doses; on the 
c-uuiniry the appetite iii decidedly increased. 

n LaCarette Ave. 



A Cne of Albnnlnnrlft GoM|ili««tlnK Pr^ 

Bsiiejr. 

tft i, H. M'liBAV, M. D., CAM CIVY, MIOB. 

Thu following case from prat tii i-, wliile not 
uoique, may, uevertbeleaSk prore interesting: 

Harcli 81st. was called to see Mn. H.. »t. 29. wbo 
had been marikd about ek'VL'ii mouths aixl liad en- 
tered her ninth month of preguaocy. She com- 
pidned of a swelling of the tower extremities, the 
dereloptneat of which t»bc had first noticed about 
two weeks prcTlously, but which her innate modesty 
prevented her from t»eeking advicx- for. An exam- 
ioaiion rfvealcd also an anasarcous condition of the 
•ruiik and upper extremities, the fsif^, too. being 
quite puffy. Inqtiiry elicited the inforniBlion that 
ahe suffered from headache, dimnei* of Ttsion and 
musca' volitantes. Sleep wus very iniirh disturlied. 
not amounting in all to over two houi-s during the 
night. The only symptom referable to the digestive 
-v-itcin w n5 si vrn- nauH4>a. I'rinc wn« scanty, but I 
secured a Npecimeu for analysis and found it highly 
colored and landed with albamen. Here was a 
maDife>t ca.-c of alluiniitiuria complii Mtini: p,a-l;ition. 
and uut<'s.>^ i'oniethiDg were speedily done for its 
relief the {>rospect9 w«re exceedingly favorable for 
\ c;u>e of convulsions eoniplicatiuH: parturition. The 
following were ordered: (luiuiti- sulpb.,gr. ij. with 
linet. fern muriatis, git. viij; In be taken four times 
a day. Ill 1 tivr - r titi^ of bicarbonate of potassium 
•^vi'Vy four hours.. In addition ten grains of com- 
pound pt>wder of jaliip and five of calomel were or- 
dered for every third day. 

I s!iw pnlicnt again a' tin' .ml ni n .sci k. She 
reported lierself as feeling niucii l)eHer. a .><tatemeut 
^hicb was. indeed, supported by her improved ap- 
{learance. An rxnminiilion of the urtnc ^hnwid it 
U> be o( lighter colur and containing a much tHiiallcr 
amount of albamen. Treatment was continued 
until all traoea of albumen disappeared, and on 



April Mlh I delivm«d the anxious young mother of 
n na« dllld, graiUy to the joy of a still more anxious 
young father; and, greatly to the relief of my ^criou* 
apprehensions, the pleai<ure of the occasion was not 
offset by the slightest untoward qrmptoro. 

Hot Water as n tiarrlc. 

KV B. A. r. RIKT. M. P., DKTIIOIT, XICU. 

< >nce or twice durinii the past winter I wn*; Ih, 
victim of an attack of acute pharyngitis. I tried 
▼ariotts astringent and other remedies to relieve the 
annoying sensation of "r;! .vin •^s" in the pharynx, 
incident to the diaea^e. without experiencing much 
permanent relief. Noticing that a hot drink re- 
moved temporarily the unpleasant symptom.s, I wai- 
led to try hot water as a gargie, and found that per- 
sistent gargling with simple hot water paled the red. 
inflamed mucous membrane more or less perma- 
nently, and so far as any unpleasant seusationH went, 
cured the pharyngitis. Since then 1 have advised 
tbe use of hot water gargles in somewhat dmilar 
cases, and with «Mfce«i«. 

The other day a clergyman asked me if 1 could 
give him anything to relieve an annoying brrilntlon 
of the soft palate and pharynx', which came on a!< 
soon as he commenced to speak in tbe pulpit. I ad 
vised the above, and he informed me in a few days 
that the trouble li:id been almost entirely rernoved. 

I hare not had an opportunity to try the remedy 
in diphtheria, but I cannot but think that in diph 
thcria, in patients old enough to gargle tntelli/ently. 
the hot water would be found to be very beneflcial 
In tonsillitis, careful gargling with hot water could 
hanlly fail to l>e useful. 

The use of hot water a« an astringent remedy in 
not very new. but, perhaps, it ha.H not been hitherto 
used as a gargle systematically. In my experience 
the \\<i- of ii f, ( .)!(1 (liinlvs. hik! ro!iI cargles. ha^* 
proved injuri<m» in pliiiryugeal iutliimnialious. The 
water should be used as hot as tsKH be well borne, 
and gargling shouM he pracliceil fi»r scvr n\1 Jiiin- 
utes at a time, frequently changing the mouthful 
of water. 

I will considr r it w favi>r if readers of the Aor 
will try this method and report. 



The Xew York Oodiats are in ibe fleld for war. 

A society h;i>* Uen formed to prevent the re-enact- 
ment of the old code. At a late meeting of itii ad- 
visory committee a proposition was accefited from 
McN-rs. Ct. I'. Putnam's Sous for the piililii ation of 
a book lo counteract tlie inrtuence of Ur Au.stin 
Flint. Sr.\s book in support (jf* the National Cctde. 
Dr. Honsa and the Committee on 1 iit> ihcrence were 
direcle<i to preptire thf vnltitm Tlii- committee 
will publish, wuii corrolM>r«live evidence, as cam- 
paign documi^ta, copies of letters from homoeopatb- 
i«l8 In which prominent suppiirtcr.s nf the National 
Code are accused of having met them (the homwu 
patbisis) in consultation. It is claimed tiiat recfuitb 
to tlie New Code ranka are daily arriving. 
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Amkkk AS Medical Absociation. — Tin; thirty- 
fourth nnnual meetiiig of tbi9 asaociatioo wiy^ called 
to order at Case Hall, in Ctevdand. Ohio, at 10:30 
on the morniog of tht Sth iMit. by Dr. X. C. Scott, 
chairman of the committee on arrangements He 
introduced the Uev. liiebard Oilmour. Bisliop of 
Cleveland, who iatrodaced A very appropriate inno- 
vation in this part of the progniiumc. hy civing in- 
stead of tiie lengtiiy prayer which Jia.s licrclofore 
been tbought necennry, a few iutrodactory ramarks 
and closini^ hy repeating the I^ord's pravfr. Dr. 
Scott then formally introduced llia President, Dr. 
Jobn L. Atlee, of PennsyWanla, "a nan renoiroed 
with spotless rcptiliitioti. ;uid r>!ic nf (lie rmliU 'it nrna- 
meat^ of the profession." Dr. Atlee, after bowing 
Ida acknowledgment of the repeated roundii of ap- 
plause with which v. tii r.ililc fiprm \v;i^ lt. etwl, 
introduced General J:a1. S. Meyer, wlio .delivered tlie 
addnm of welcome. The eloquent soldier, after 
paying a glowing tribute to the medical profession, 
welcomed its repre.4eutaiivc8, an they bad come up 
to their annual gaiheriug, to the boepltalities of the 
city. Dr. Hcott then announced the ])rogrHmmca of 
the ti iv for tlie different sections, and after men 
lioning the points of interest in the city, announced 
still further tlial no one who could not Mirii ibe rode 
nf ctliics of the :i^.>-o( i;iti Mil wdiild !m> adniitlnl . s a 
delegate. The latter unnouncemeol was received 
with great appiauoe. 

Dr. Atlee then -v^<\ the Presidential address. 
After liianldug the a<>sociutioa for the iiouur il bad 
conferred on him. he expresBed deep leitret at the 
absence of the New York ilt'lc.'ation. IT.' lioix-d, 
bowever, thai tbia ubMiucc would be but temporary, 
and that at the next meeting every state of the Union 
would be reprcsciitLil S|iecialiies are now the 
order of the day, tuid aiibougb be was far from 



favor! utc them on ordinary occasions, he felt OOB- 
straiacd on Ibe present occasion to defer to the fash- 
ion. He. therefore, would present liis specialty. 
It was a rare one: a graduate of 08 years' staodtng. 
Such a specialty, he felt, nl»so1vcd bim from any 
effort at a scientific paper, and made it hisdulyouly 
to ^ve some rMUlniaoences of his profeaatonal life, 
begun so many years ago. He then gave a red till r>f 
the events of his college life, commeociog with his 
first course of lectures in medical deportment 
of the University nf Pennsylvania, in 1817-18. 
His reference to liis teachers was Iwtb pieasiag 
and touching. They emhraced names which still 
live and are inroriwimtcd in tlu' lii.'^tory of Anuri(>an 
medicine: Caspar Wbtar, John Syng Dorsey, ^Vil- 
liam E. Horner. Hugh L. Hodge. John Redmond 
Coxc. TlioriKu .T.mies (professor of midwifery, of 
i^uaker origin, and of such delicacy as prevented him 
from lecturing on the female generative organs). 
Nathaniel Chapman and Philip Syng Physick, the 
great American surgeon. "A pupil of John Hun 
ter, Physick taught the doctrines of that great man. 
As I recall his course of lectures, it seems to me that 
he wa« one of the most imprcs^ivo icficliers that I 
have ever lislnud to. Dr. Pbynick vvaji remarkable 
for great attention to details, and in his operations 
upon tlie ( adavLT lie ( jircfully observed all Ibe rides 
for operating upon the human body. He also re- 
capitulated the lecture of the preceding day before 
going on with his subject, by 'juistioiiiriK the stu- 
deols who occupied Ibe first two rows of seats in the 
amphitheater. I may vefer to one incident which 
may illustrate his roetho<i and his carefuhie.ss. On 
one occasion be stumped tbe witole class; he bsd 
been lecturing on lithotomy the preceding day, and 
he put iIk> ijiK MtioM to the first student What in- 
struments should be provided for the operation?' 
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The answer appeared to have been correctly f Iveo. 

but \w w»u? not satisfied. The question was n in fitc il 
to Uie next student, and fioally to tlte wliolp class 
with the mme reanlt. I>r. Pbyaick then raid it was 
'a pin, geulicineu, a pHi,' lliat wa^ lan'tlod to ( om- 
plete the list. This showed liin precision, and im- 
pressed upon t» the necessity of taking care never 
ti> go to as operation wliliout tlie minutest prepara- 
tion. 

Dr. Pliysick was a man of roediunt lieigiit, with 
very rci^ulsir features. His faw at that time \\m 
pale, as if \\v differed from delicate healih. He wsis 
of very ubtjteuuous liubiis I rememl)er on one oc- 
easion, at a party ^iven at bis boose, wlran the sf r- 
vant brfHiirhl in a Iniy wifh wirr. I wrm stnndin? 
beside Dr. Chapman, when 1 placed my tiand upon 
a deesnter, as I supposed, of wine: Dr. Chapman 
t(uj(li('(1 my ( lli.iw, nnd told rac not to lake fliit. I 
filled the glass from aoolhcr bottle, :iod aftcrwiiirds 
asked the doctor why ho bad checked me; he said 
the first was simply colored water that Dr. Physick 
bad provided for his own \xw. 

One of bis favorite preee[)i.<; was to tosist upon 
great attention to diet aft«'r surgiciil operations. I 
may mention this anecdote, in one of bis lectures 
be spoke of a very important surgical operation, and 
s.ni<i that tliere was a necessity for attention lo ab 
solutr (liif. The WW day in recapitulatiuir, he asked 
H student what wiii lutant by absolute diet. The 
Student said, 'toa«t or barley water ' Will iiny 
£reiif?enian fell tth* wliit rrcnnf by ubsohit*- diet?" 
appealing to the whole cJaps. There was no reply. 
' Water, gentlemen, water.' A precept I have never 
forpotlf-n, and which, I think, is not sufficiently 
observed at the prci>ent day after important surgical 
« operations." 

In n f erring to the practice of these days Dr. 
Atlec«aid: 

" It was the time of calomel and the lancet. With 

regard to the one. 1 need not speak but of ihc latter 
I feel well assured that ibe almost total disuse into 
which It has fallen has coat many valuable llve». 
From a very larpe experience in Us use, 1 am satis- 
fied, fully falisfied, that if we depended more on the 
early use of the laucot in the congestive and iotlam- 
malory states of many disesses, our practice would 
bo more successful than it now is. At the present 
time there is too exclusive reliance upon nudii infts 
affecting the nervous and vascular qntenis, which 
art with less efficiency and arc les'< prompt, it is, in 
my opinion, a very imporiaui subject, and 1 feel 
assured that ere long the lanoet will be more freely 
tiscd than it is now. In the congestive chills pre- 
ceding iutiammatory diseases, and in the cold stages 
of intemiltents, 1 have frequently broken up the 
paroxysm, and relieved the patient by the lancet 
alone." 

He advocated strongly the cultivation of profes- 

Kional f*/>r/7 df cor pi* This bad developed to a very 
remarkable degrev since he was a young man, and 
be gave the credit to the American Medical Associa- 
tion He concluded bis address with the following 
sentiment: 



I "At the dose of a long life, one devoted unreaerv- 

cdly To Ilir- stud}' and practice of mtdi'^inc, I will 
say that notwithstanding its uncertain tics, its fatigues, 
^ Its aox{<>ile«, its bitter dirapptdntments. t am com- 
plelely --ati^fl- d that In no Iher caict r am a man 
■ more fully accomplish bis whole duty to God and to 
. bis fcllowmen; so that when life here is ended, it 
can be truly said of him ai — be it said with all rever* 
enee — was said of Him whom wc should all imitate, 
pertraiiMrit fi^uffncicndo — he went ab lut doing good- 
Tru.sting that our proceedings man Im- taarm^ 
(ir)i iii-i and profitable to us all; and thanking you 
again for the honor you have conferred upon me, I 
i sincerely hope that the recollections we shall carry 

liorn*' with us will be Iwlli agreeable utid la>iing.'" 
. At I Ik close of Dr. Atlee's addres.s the met ling ad- 
' joomed till 0:80 on the 6th. Tbe afternoon was de- 
voted to the lisual nil < tin<r-^ of the different srctions. 
. The atteudauce wa.s large and the interest In tbe 
I work was keen and well-sustained. We shall com' 
nu rirc H synopsis of the work of the sections in 
1 our next. 



The Ant.\goni8Ms of the Scnooi,.s —It is th« 
taunt of the homu>iipiithists and eclectics, w lien any 
membir of the profi ssioo who is stitisfied wiih Ixiog 
known simply as a physician, reports favorable re- 
sub* fr ni the use of any drug which they claim ah 
distinctively theirs, that bo has borrowed (some 
! even call it stealing) from them, and in so doing 
I has made a ct>nce'»'*ion to (h«>5r dn^'mni? In The 
I cas; of litnger's Hand- book of Therapeutics, for 
] instance, it has been freely cbarired that tbe 
author, because he lias fitiind small and frf. 
I quent doses of many drugs valuable, is a pur- 
loiner. More recently Dr. A. H. Smith, of New 
! Yoik. pulilishrd an article, a synopsis of which 
! WG reproduced ia our issue of March Si6(b, in 
[ which he gave decided preference to smaH and fre- 
I quent doses of certain drugs in certain affections 
The homoeopathic press has not yet got through it^ 
exulttdioii over this latest "concession to homcco. 
pathy." and their joy Is only alloyed by the failure 
on the part of Dr. Smith to acknowledge the source 
I of his information. This is all extremely ridiculous, 
and but calculated to conUrm tbe conception of 
' sensible men that llic honest dogmatist-* arc such 
j chictly through infirmity rather than fault,— that 
I having been cast In a narrow mould their views are 
correspf)ndingly narr<»w The broa 1 man (mherent- 
ly broad and slill broader by education) recognizes 
•no "pathy" in medicine, and is embarnttsed by no 
I dogma While, however, he has uo sympathy with 
Uie dugroatist be has breadth enough not to suffer 
him to close his eyes to whatsoever of good the 
latter may have discovered in his narrow field. He 
recogoixe^ in the living man a very complex organ 
ism, and the existence in him of a force the nature 
I of which, and the laws determining the manifesta< 
tioo of which, it is not given him yet to ftdly know. 
I He may have convinced himself that iu tue majority 
< of instances <lis -hscs are cured by nmdidlMS whone 
' characteristic effect it is to produce symptoms dis* 
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siiniUr to the p&rticular dlaeasc UDclcr truattneat, 
(allopathy) or perh«p« he may think that most fre- 
quently the roursc* of (li'^ciso is tno-^'. f;iv or thly in- 
fluenced by drugs whcHW phyjitotogicul acii'm is 
similar to that of the matertesmorbi (bomfeopalhy). 

He. hnwt'Vcr, wi!l ticvt r ImM that the op<.'ralioii of 
dru^ to the curi; of disease couflacd to either of 
these chaooeUL If it ti trae tliat there are some 
wiio insist on the universality of i-iflicr of ihese 
modes of actioo. the fact but goes to uoavici hucb 
permns either of half- knowledge or of dishonesty, 
prnc'liwd from ulterior motivcH. Wo l>elieve ihitt 
the lcaiHu>» members of the "scln)ols" into whieh 
ihcie diverse views have divided ni-'dical pnicii- 
tioiicrr^. will endorse this proposition. Ttie liuea 
ilr i ii- r ih<^« 'schools, as represented liy Ihi'ir mont 
«Mlvaui:Lii and liberal memliers, are yenrly liecoming 
more and more Indistinct and bid fair to iii>c>)me as 
raeaniugless us those wlii. h separate llie iiol)!tyI-i uf 
any particular "school." It is. ludeed. <4uesli<inablc 
whether there is to day aoy t^reater difference be- 
tw en tln' ulviiin'C'l "hoin<foprtl!»" and ll»e advaueed 
' allopath, " than iu;luaily e^itits tu the t-iokn uf their 
individual "schools."- Advanced "liomoeopaths" 
have, on the one hand, strii-keii Mom ilieirsis^iis and 
cards, the name of "bomienpath,' and do not hesi- 
Ute to prescribe fhse doses of ''Htloptthic" dru^rs. 
and on the other hanil the seieutitic " aillopatli" does 
not hesitate, as he never has, tu tol tlie truth of 
claims made for any dru]^ j^ivcn in any ^ihaf'e and 
In any size of dose. It is the illiberal and narrow- 
minded on either wlio taunt tho.se on the other 
for adopting what experience may have dcmun- 
sirated to b« of valuo In the other. 

I'he I omplete obliteration of the meauiui^ie/^s lines 
w liich separate ail hoQe»t searcliers after the truth, 
will great redound to the interests of the profession 
iS a Whole. This obliteration will be effected as 
KMm as prejudice is subordinated to trnt /cal for the 
advancement of medical science. It will not lie 
effected before and the moft effective means to this 
end is educatiiMi. Icjnnnincc i^^ tin- innther of devo- 
tion to dogma, nod the bitterness of feeling between 
die '^diools" diminishes in direct ratio to the deKme 
of adtftocemeot on ettch side. 

In contemplating the antagonisms of the schools 
we have leaal patience with the ccleetics. We be- 
lieve that the most uncharitable tecliogs towards 
"allopjifhs" arc entertained hy them, and tlie>if fee! 
ings are the more uncharitable because .ihuy are the 
least excusable. In the case of homaopiithy there 
is a dilTcn nre hnvin^' h «eniblanccat leas' .if fuinula- 
tiun in a fundamental principle, but tiie ninsi 
diligent Inquiry has fdled to elicit any such differ- 
ence as between the regular practitioner and the 
eclectic In spite of this, however, eclectic journals 
are instaot,ia season aodoutuf season.indenotinciug 
"allopAthy.'* The eclectic bas no doj^niii that we 
have ever succeeded in discovyrini^. but \* lis broad 
in hi« pniclice as the most regular of tin- • 'rei,'ulur.s," 
andyetbe very heartily dislikes the 1 titer It is true 
there are eclectics who believe in "specific medica- 



tion, and there are others who profess to contine 
themselves exclttsively to vegetable drugs, but the 
great !tndy of the "srh-^nl" repudiate tlie former and 
prcbcrilte iron, mercury, etc., «iuite Jis freely as the 
regulars. The objections which regular practi- 
tioners have to eclertir': are cer ainly not based <in 
their pructice They re.'iide chiefly, if not exclusive- 
ly, in tbe fact that they (the eeleetlcs) have declared 
themselves an e-xelutsivc < ». and are intensified by 
the additional fact that the sect is absolutely void of 
foundation in anything whidi is suiBcient to coosU- 
tute a difference between them and tbe "regulars." 



A PbH-SON.\i. iiiCKKRRXCE — The ofUre of critic is 
notoriously a thankless one When he gives no 
offence he received no praise, but when he tells the 
di.^a!»reeable truth h ■ \- Apt tf) spitefully reviled. 
Occasionally he may impinge on one of tho^ honest 
natures whone love of truth and desire to Improve, 
8nl)ordinate self, hut such oases in his desert are 
rare, and all too frequently tbe cla<» whom he is 
cnnstrjdned to criticise are satisfled with nothing 
less than fulsome praise, failinii to secure whieh 
they conceive far the critic a malevolent dislike, 
which is wont to reveal Itself on the slightest excd«e, 
Recogiii/.inir this fact many editors maintain a dis 
ureet silence when they cannot prais<-. While such 
a course may be eminentlj' proper as between in- 
dividuals and matters purely personal, it is not con- 
ducive to the 4 11' r il good when followed iu rt".rard 
to matters of public interest. Iu medical journalism 
adver.se reference to personal matters cantiot be too 
sfrin'.r'y reprnhaled. but horn'st anil impersonal 
criticism of the profeasional acts of physicians ap- 
pearing in professional or other public capacity, is a 
diify ".vliic?!! no editor m ly shirk. The editor who 
through desire for popularity, dislike of controversy 
or fear of personal abuw, faihi to hold up profes* 
sionid wrong* to oensttie, fftlls far short of his 
obligation. 

A couple of years or so ago we. in common with a 

number of our contemporaries, made one Reynolds, 
of Louisville, who bad constituted himself editor of 
a paper called the Medical Herald, which he bad 
just started, the subject of a little badinage on a 
very ridiculous editorial which he piibli>shed on the 
eve of what is a very inipurtaui event m n man s 
life, but one in which none but a very egoUstic in« 
diviflual cnuM imagine the public to be interested 
In this editorial he conceded the possession of a dis- 
agreeable inflrmlty of temper, but promised tliat 
following the important event pen would never 
again be dipped in gall. The fmleruity soon dis- 
covered, however, that the promise was extremely 
fri i'>Ir, ami that the benedict wa.s one rif those un- 
fortunately irascible persons who. unable to take a 
joke, lack the faculty of concealing their chagrin. 
He marked ttUM who }oked him M (ho objecta of 
his future venom, and as a consequence we have 
come in for our share. liceogui/ing his infirmity 
we buvtt done liim tbe courtesy not completely to 
ignore his spiteful, coarse and ill-oatared remarks, 
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but each reference to hJm has but serre*! to lash 
kini Into freflh fury and to increaso his i k of the 
gall ill which ho, tinder -njch hallowed tii»»uc(aUoa9, 
sacrttdly promLieti uevi t uuire to dip his pcu. 

Recently this Beynolds made use of a college con- 
BL-ction to delilH-rati ly ;i(?v( rti*»'. in the form of a 
eliuical lecture, a proprietary compouod. The 
BWQufActuren had reprlDts of the eame strack ofT 
whicli tliny iltstrjbuted and copirv of wtn'ch tin y ad 
rertiml '.o si-aU graliii to all who might apply for 
them. Deeming Mich use of an educatiobal insri- 
Uition a misuse, we. in the dischiirgc «f our iliuy ' 
as a journalist, took occaaion to aay ao. Oa the 
spleeny Rernolds oar crlttciem had an extremely 
perturbing iufluence. and he forthwith redippcd his 
dishonored pen to its fullest Ien<;th in gall, aod 
from its obtuse point, let ooze ou our devoted 
head a profualon of hla choicest epithets. We 
bear the unfortunate mm no ill will— rt>.?nrd- 
it^f him with pity rather liiau f>pite— and will, 
thaffefore. do him the justice to say that as a 
dipper of his |)oii into pill!, lie pmlinbly has fe w 
equals, and certainly no superior. Ue, moreover, 
evlnoea aueh a wonderful familiarity with the voca 
biliary of Billingsgate as to forbid \.\\^ belief that it 
has beea simply acquired ^ be is uaquestiouably to 
the manor bom. 

We rei;ret «'xceedin<;ly (he necessity under whieh 
we are placed of refusing future recognition to Mr. 
Beynoldfl. The language he employs would necea* 
sitate a resort to it oo our part did we seek to con- 
tinue the acquaintance, and self respect, as well as 
n^spect for our readers, prevents the baodyiog of 
•l^theta with persons of his class. We take the 
liberty of qiiotinp the following from hif most rwnt 
refercDCti to us, not so much as a sample of his style 
(Tor it b by no means bis choicest moroeau), as for 
its anuounccmeut of a forthcoming history of pecu- 
liar interest to our local profession. After paying 
hi* MHDpHmenta to "Mullen 0*Heroo, an ass In a 
lion's skiu, advertising agent, card-writer arui editor 
of the degenerate Mkdical Aok." he proceeds to 
say, **what Utternew rankles in hla (Uullra 
OTTeroo's) venomous bosom may never be known. 
The source of that gall with which he traces 
ihe evidence of his disappointed ambition may 
appear when Donald Mcl/ean writes the history 
of mrdifine in Michigan." We prestume that 
it is Professor Maclean, of the University of 
Michigan, who is here so faniliarly referred to. 
Wc are grati fled to learn from one with whom this well- 
knowo gentleman has evidently been in correspond- 
enee, that he contemplates this literary work, and 
are flattered to hear that it is Ids (uirpose to devote 
a share of it to us. The announcement thus made 
will. doobtlcBB. have the effect of setting the ioeal 
profession on the 9^1 n'r^, for no one will question 
Dr. Maclean's ability to write an exceedingly inter- 
esting volume on this subject. 

- — ^ 

ANUiiVi< 08 VEOKTABLfi DiBT?— A Very consider- 
able number of cm&peteiit mm have from time to 
time declared that vegetables are man's most appro- 



priate diet, and that many, if not indeed the major- 
ity, of the ills from which human flesh suffers, arc 
traceable to nilro;:enous food. While we think this 
is an extreme view, it requires no great amount of 
observation ' • (ymvluco one thai the evils of the latter 
ari m iiji' i 1 Tlie efT m t of food on th«: quality and 
quantity ot tissue is no longer a question of debate 
among pbysiologistiv and as man's mental and psychi- 
( al natures are very largely influenced by. if not 
wholly dependent oa, bi't physical coadilioa, the 
importance of fiod %% a moral factor is greater than 
is witiit to tie I onci-ded. The analnmieal structure 
and ptiysiologicul |>ropertie9 of the human body 
argue very strongly for an omoivorotti. rather than 
a herbivorou"! or carnivorous diet, a* nature's plan 
for man. and, doubtless, were be to live strictly in 
the line of nature's lAwa in all regards, a mixed diet 
would be the most conducive to iiis well bdoK and 
longevity. It must be remembered, hnwpver. in 
considering this subject, that man's habits in civilized 
and enlightened communities are not natural. The 
i;rand object of sanitary science* \ < to induce a return 
to natural modes of life or antagonize the effects of 
the unnatural modes which obtain it. It is. there- 
fore, illo.'fcnl to ar?'.ir' the natur« of food from 
anatomical or physiological facts without consider- 
ing at the same time the altered condition of man's 
eiiviroiiinents. These environments may, in time, 
work a change in his anatomy and physiology, and. 
indeed, it would not be unreasonable to regard the 
more delicate nervous constituti Dn. the heightened 
nervous susceptibility, the dcfecliv development 
aud early decay of the teeth, in the modern man, as 
evidences of a commendttg change which shall ulli 
mateiy rrsiilt in his more perfect adaptation to hi- 
altercil conditions. But to follow this line of 
thought would lead us beyond our present limits. 
We offer it merely as a su^<»estion. 

A mixed or a highly nitrogenous diet presupposes 
active exercise. The camivorous aaimala are of 
very artive luibits; the herbivorous are slow^ and 
unwieldy in tHclr movementa. Man occupies, by 
nature, a middle ground as regards activity move- 
ment; his food is. therefore, appropriately a mixture 
of fleah and herbs. As his habits become more or 
less active, his food should change. The well>bring 
of the hunter, the mountaineer, the voyageur.etc.on 
their diet of flesh has been argued in favor of such diet 
for the race; these are healthy rather because of the 
pro|>er relatiou between their diet and their phytieal 
h iliitH. To plfu e thf"^o same m-n on an office stool 
tor ten hours a day and at the same time continue 
their animal food, would be to doom them to a 
sj>eedy death The physi lo::ist ha"? demonstrated 
the necessity of active exercise to rid the system 
of the waste of nitrogenous matter. As man ap- 
proaches the roinparativley idle habits of the 
graminivorous aninuils, his food should conform to 
theirs. For this reason the food of the modem 
m<»n, under the i r,nditions of civilized and euliglit 
ened society, should be chiefly vegetable. The (ail- 
tire to adapt hit food to his envlnmmenii Intensifles 
the necessity for systematic exercise, the neglect of 
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wliich manifests itst-lf so painfully on every liand. 
The ricllled trainer for supreme physical efforts, 
Ulldnrslands from experien(;e, altliough absolutely 
i^orant of the physiolopic.il he irings, the relatifin 
which should obtain belwet ii the auture of food aud 
the amount of traioin>; to fil his BOM. 

Tlic fallacy of iiruuinj: for a purely animal, a 
mixed or a vegelAble diet withoul tukiog ioto account 
t1i« habits of the iadividual. must, we think, be ap* 
parent from the above oond^idcratlou. 

Dr. Nomas Kenr. whoie eoChuslMm In the cause 

of tcmpcnnof i?? wcH known, lia~ initi ited a crusade 
against gluit'ioy. Accordiog to thn Medical Press 
and Circular, be recently Invited a parly consisting 
f 1 f>0 cmployts of the Marylebonc Vc it v lo a veg- 
•tartau supper. Among those present was Dr. 
lUcbardsott, F. R. S.. an enthusiastic vegetarian. 
The repast cfvisisit il of three courses, accompanied 
byapleniiful supply «f brown bread aod h cup of 
excellent cocoa for each fruest. A "hotch-potch" 
soup was Rrst served. The ingredients in this 
were potatoe;*, turnips, carrots leeks, celery, trreen 
peas p.irsley :uid butter. It vvu>i palatahie. and it 
is claimed for it that it is nutritious. Theneit 
dinh wa'' n •rirnury |>lt . tnndc np of iMrieo? Ix'an", 
flour, onious aud butter; afid then followed the 
sweets. In the ^hape of a plrasant hot mess of rhu* 
barb, rice and sugar. The -oHt of tlu* <'nlire meal 
was less than one pound live Hhilliags (;|(j.25>. being 
at the rate of three pence (9 centr>) each person. The 

food WHS hciirtily (■n|'iVffl. 

This meal has in it a sugiteiilioa for the economi- 
catly disposed, and if men of sedentary habits will 
^ori^i' lix-mHelves, it is infinitely better that Ihoy do 
so with vegetables tluin with meats. 

The Bacillus TuBisncuLosis.— The I..on(ion 
Practitionor, for April, is exclusively devoted lo the 
reproduction of a p^per by W. Watson Cheyne. the 
HHttS bdng a report to the AsxH-iiition for the Ad- 
vancement of Medicine by liesearch, on the Rela- 
tion •»f Micro-orgaaisma to Tuberculosis. The 
article occupies 80 pages and it> a very thorough 
conwifl'T itlon of the subject based on itiu writi r'>! 
individual invesLigatioos. It is illustrated liy litho- 
graph plates In whldi the bacilli are colored red. 
According to thew the ttibrrcle bacilli vary con 
siderably in length, the longest being about the 
MOOOth of on inch. They are narrow <aboot I Sth 
or 1 nth of their length), more or It s-; rnun lt d su the 
ends, and they generally preaent a sort of beadeii ap- 
pearance. The number of bead4 in a single rod 
varies from fi)ur to eiiilii, and is on an average six. 
The rods are generally straight, but they are not un- 
commoaly more or fess eurverl. In the tissue they 
are gene rally fmiti 1 •■ia^ly, or stjmetimes in pairts, 
united at their oads or .stuck together side by side. 
In the cultivations they are. at a rule, shorter and 
Slack tofetlier in dens-» m^ses. 

From f» cnn-'i'!er?»tion nf M fiiets Cheyne is 
led lo the couelu!iiou (hat 'tuberculous processes In 
the lungs are due to tubercle bacilli, and, so far as he 



; knows, to tliem only." The sequence of events. 
' granted that his bypotheiis be correct, i^ as follows: 
; The tubercle bacilli which reach the lung* by in- 
' IiiilHtiou ilcvt'lop in the epithelial lining an alveolus. 

this alveolus becomes filled with cells, neighboring 
, alveoli iiecomb infected, and the same process goes 
: on in them. The fnrthfr rpatiU will ilt^|n'ii(l nn Xhc 
number and mpidity of the growth of the bacilli, 
and on whether the patient Is a good soil for their 
I development. If the\' develop well, we have caseous 
I pneumonia, if they grow slowly and with difficulty 
! we have ftbrotd phthisis. In the former cose the 
) alveoli become distended easly with epithelioid ( cHh, 
this Icadi^ to inQammatiun of the walls of the 
alveoli, the cells soon undergo cheesy degeneration, 
unti the pressure of the masKcs leads to atrophy or 
sloughing of the walls of the alveoli. (In the latter 
I case eli6tic tissue will be found in the sputum.) In- 
fection of neighboring part of the lung occurs both 
by continuity, and als^ by pnrtial rnii^hin? up and 
re-inhalation of the bacilli into other parts of Die 
long. In this rapid phthisis, flbrans formation 
: around the nht oli only takes place imperfectly and 
I the lung rapidly breaks down. 
I In this country Drs. Orodte and Woltmono, of 
Chicago, havi- rcn tiUy liecn con<lucting extended 
I experiments, which they have embodied in a report 
I to tbe Chicago Medical Society, and in which they 
. reach tile following conclusion: 

"Every ca«c of pulmonary tuberculosis can be 
diagno.sed by means of microscopic exainin ition of 
the sputum, even bcfiire the clinical examination 
, revf'it- it willi r- rt!i!r»'v , and tiiat when repeated 
proper examination of the xputum fails to show the 
bacillus tuberculosis, pulmonary tuberculo^ does 
not exist. To .■^peak with certainty in nny case re 
j quires, of course, that the observer should liave 
I familiarised himself with the methods and poeeess 
! the proper appliances Our suet i s^ ha? been so 
invariable, that we feel confident enough to 
challenge the society to produce a case of tubercu- 
losis in which we( innot (irinonstrate the bacilli." 

Thus far. it must be conceded, the support ac- 
corded Koch's vtewi vastly preponderates tlie ob- 
I jectlons urged agotait them. 



Tllltl-.K rilERHtPTIONS FOR IIaBITCAL CONSTIPA- 
TION —.T. Mortimer Granville. M D.. M. R. C. P.. 
in the British Medical .Tourntl: Slid preserving 
what may be called the "nervous" Hiandpoint. it is, 
I am convinced, indispensable to regard persistent 
innrtivlfy of tin' lntwcl-, wlu n not dcmoti'-tnslily 
due to other causes, us the result of, either defect of 
peristaltic action; deficient glandular secretion; or. 
intvlTuption of the habit of periodic evacuation. 

•He <)rt«»K not imply that Imcilli when inhaled must grow in 
thi> i'pith»!llal fi'lls ; tti«»y may pidii oti and be caught In tb«« 
brori' tii;i! ^'I.iii l. •■r llif> til l' tiK'. K-r ■« ,il a'l; h>- ciily r- f. rs 
to what occurs in ca>^ s " li. n- •ii vcl >|ii's. IW ilwa 

not think llial the dl•^^■l 'pmi-nl iif plitlu-^is \-\ un>rel.v a qiie«>- 
tioD of goll, but the lunt^ intint Ix- in addition prepared, bo to 
Kpeak, for tbf rucvptlon of the bA«.'illuii, as may be tite caiw 
1( eoaceiUon or sUgbt inflammatkwi b« preaeat at the tim* 
of th ff fBhHwt fff s of tlM orjnuilMn, 
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1. When there> « iMaod torpid condition of the 
mvacalar coat of the alimentarjr canal, we get food 
retained in the stomach or iatestJnes until it fcr 
mcnts, or sometimes "decomposes." with the result 
of distention, puin mechanically induced, and either 
eroetatioDa or incarcerated flatus. I have recently 
<^^n a very conttiderable numlwr of cases in which 
this last mentioned trouble had been so great, and at 
the aame time so maaked, as to have given rise to the 
impression thai gmve disease exi^tcrl , whereas every 
anomalous symptom has quickly disappeared as soon 
aa the muacutar tone has been restored, and the iMm- 
tcnl« of flic bowel have cnniiiieiiced to pass naturnlly 
on their course. The essential fault is partial, in 
some instanoea almost complete, loss of the reflex 
contractility of the musfiilar < oat, so that the pres. 
ence of ingosta at any part of the canal does not ex- 
cite the intestine to contract and propel It onwards. 
It la worse than uscle&s to employ ordinary aperients 
in such a condition as this; they only irritate, with- 
out strengthening, the nerves on the healthy activity 
of which everything depends. When, therefore, 
this is the form of "constipation" which requires 
treatment, I give a prescription somcthiag like the 
foUowIng; and It is, la the majority of instanoes— 
of course nothinu' i~ nntformly-^nccessful: 



3 Sods valeriunatia gr. xxxvi 

Tr. nuelsvomicfe ^Ix 

Tr. capsid nxlvUi 

Syrupi aurantii | Jss 

Aquje ad 5 vj. 



Misce, fiMl niisttira, ctijus simiHtur cnc b!(fare mag- 
num jwjuii ttr die Hcmihoru ante cibum. 

2. The second form of constipation, in which 
there is a deficiency of ghmdulnr secretions, prncral- 
Ij, throughout the intestine, manifciited by a t>ecu- 
llariy dry and earthy character of the dejecta when 
the bowels do act, I timt by a mlztun such as this: 

% Aluminls SilJ 

Tr. quaariat — v |J 

lufusi quassia; 5 vij. 

Misce. fiat mlstura, cujus eumaittur oochlaaiiaduo 
magna ter quoiidie, post cibum. 

8. The third fona« which depends chiefly on inter- 
niptlon of the naturni hnhit of ixTiodic di^ehnrpe, 
often results from repeated failure to move the 
bowels. In consequence of one or other of the two 
precedinj; forms of this troiihle. This may general- 
ly be relieved by directing a perfectly regular at- 
tempt to go to stool, and by the use of the following 
dr!iut;lit, tiiken the first thing after rmn^' from t)ed 
—not ou awakening— in the moromg, as nearly as 
possible at the same hour, tt will be observed that 
it is not uu aperient in the ordinary use of the term. 
It is, as a rule, neither necessary nor desirable to con- 
tinue It for longer than a fortnight. In most in- 
stances, it will be found to re establteh the normal 
habit in !i week or less. 

Q Ammoniie carbooatis. ... . ........ 3j 

Tr. TaterianK | ] 

A«pi!i' enmphore .... 3 v. 

Misue, flat mittlura: capiat partem sextam in modo 
dicto. 



Tub AuoKTio^T OK TvruoiD Fsveb.— Ur. J. U. 
Davy, of Sprin<;field. criticizes, in the Medical 
Record, our staten^ nt in a late issue that typhoid 
fever cannot be aborted. The doctor has 
faith in the possibility of rutting it fthOrt. 
"Within the next five 3'ears.'" he ventures to 
prophesy, "typhoid fever will be controlled almost 
as easily u'4 remittent or marsh fever of to-day." 
Bven now he says. «'a patient can be gotten Into a 
convalescent conditinn in from four to six dayn 
after the following symptoms arc fully developed : 
temperature, 10ft*; piilae, 100 or 190 per minuie; the 
nervous Kyni()lurns witli deliriiini «'ell marked; 
tongue, dry, cracked; articulation quite iudistinot: 
bowels. tym[>anitir, tender and gurgling; diarrfaeen 
of ochre colored stools, etc. Fully ninety per cent, 
of such cases can tie gotten up and about their rooms * 
In from twelve to eighteen days, by proper mcdfca 
tion. Fully ninety per cent of typhoid fever can 
be alwrted if medi -nti on \a properly rrimmeuced be 
fore the palienls take to their Iwds. True, this 
Bounda like the prattle of one aulFering from mental 
hnllnrintitinnj.hut time will fell who rire In the fop." 
Our contemporary has failh in the fulfillment of the 
prophetic part of its ooirespondeDt's article. 

We, and we arc t>ure the prof » fusion at large, 
would be extremely obliL'ed to Dr. Davy for th«* 
means of accomplishing iimi, wliich he uluims to Ix* 
even already possible, and will patiently wait for 
the realization of his bright dream of the future. 
He owe« it to humanity to detail the method of 
treatment through which he aborts ninety per cent, 
of his cases of typhoid fever. For six months 
prior to April ^tU last, the Academy of Medicine, 
of Paris discussed this question. Ilie debate waa 
brought to :in end by M. Peters, who. in the langu- 
age of the Medical Record, "summed up, in a some- 
what pessimistic spirit, the results of the long battle 
of words." He showed that the debate diseovored 
that we po8ses.s no spccifir treatm' nt for typhoid, 
but that this disease is to be treated symptomaticaliy 
in aoeofdanoe with the indications. Our contem- 
porary in referring to tlii.s eoiiclu^ioa nsade use of 
file following language in the issue immediately 
preceding that containing Dr. Davy'aartiele, which 
it endorses in so far as to say that he (Dr. D.) " is safe 
in his prophesy : ' 'This appeura to be a small result, 
truly. Almost any intelligent American physidnn 
would have said the same lust DecemlKjr before ibtf 
debate began. Yet the influence of the di6cus<>i< ii 
may prove useful iu checking the ardor of tho-c 
physicians who imi^ioe that in cold water or car- 
hulic i< id ilit y have at least found somothing which 
in really applicable to aud elUcieot in, all ca&oa. Iu 
other words, the debate has given strength to the 
rational therapeutics of the dis<!,i^e. Nor need any 
one say that because there is no specific for typhoid 
fever, the physician cannot do much in the way of 
treatment. There are. on the contrary, few diseases 
in which intelligent watchfulness and care are so 
likely to prove helpful. " 

Dr. Davy now haa the floor. 
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QABxarvfi, Kaju.t Diaoxosis.— How apt tbe pby- 
aidftii Is to honestly believe that the failure of bis 

treatment is due to the InetHctu v of drugs' This 
if* a acapcgont to which have been Iransferrctl multi- 
tudes of grievous errors, greatly to tbe relief of con- 
8< i(>nc> s wi ich io itt absenoe ninst bare been deeper 
ately nii'-crable. As a rult*. too !itf!e carr is jjivea 
to diHgiiuHis, failure in which itt fraught %viih the 
possibilities of great mischief, for it is the index to 
the clioice of therapeutic np*nfs. The H!ichtpst f!p 
flection in the pointer may lead far into tiie ^uag- 
mire of error» once in the midst of wfateh the physi* 
cian with the materia mrdirji at haiirl. hoc onu <? the 
blind giant armed will) a club. In the routine of 
practice Ibe physlciao wlio Iw^ fdth in the healing 
force of nature', iitid rt'( <i;,'in/.cs the ti ii'Icucy of the 
disturbed system to the equilibrium, finds compara- 
tiveiy little necessity for determining the precise 
nature of the disturbance. He makes a supeillciul 
examination of the tongue and pulse, with a view 
to dcterroioing the condition of the digestive and 
circulatory apparatus, prescribes to "correct the 
secretions," and leaves the cn<n' to his ally ; im-diea- 
trie natum, which, with comparative itifrequency 
fails to fulBl his expeetfttions. The success attend- 
ant on this [iractice encourages carelessness tn sncli 
an extent that it is probably the exception rather 
thao the rule that the oeoessaiy patns is taken on 
tbe first visit, to m:tke a diagnosis which wilt obviate 
tbe oecesdiy of cbangiag the prescription at tbe 
next visit. ICany physicians ^onager pbysldaos 
partlciiliu'ly) it is to be feared, are also tempted lo 
rapidity of diagnosis, tbiolciug thereby to establibh 
a. reputation among the laity for a quickness of per- 
ception and keenness of insight, which a deliber^ito 
sod detailed examioatioa of the case would not 
enhance. 

Be the motive what it may, a supefficiul diagnosis 
of a single case with a view to prescribing fur it is 
an injustice to the patient, and tends to create dis- 
trust of the value of therapeiitica, «Ten In the mind 

of tilt" plivsician. 

Sir James Paget referred to this subject in a 
recent address. "I suppose," said he. "there is not 
» medicine in the PharmnropfHn witirh dnes not 
sometimes disappoint him who gives it hopefully; 
not one which is not, therefore, spoken of with con- 
tempt or l-lnme, n** if it were a responsible agent 
convicted of default. But here is an unfair imputa 
tion. It is not these medlbines which are In fault, 
but oursflves. That which some cull tbr f:i!!;iey of 
therapeutics is generally the fallacy of diagnosis. 
To state the facts roughly, we suppose ca«es to be 
alike which arc really difTerent, and, very naturally, 
tbe medicine which does good in some of tbem, is 
oseless in others.** 



ExopiiTBAuao OorriiB.~It is well known 
'Medical Times and Ga/x^tte) that the three 
classical symptoms of this disorder are not ai< 
ways pr^nt at the sama time, the heart pheno* 
mena alone being absolutely essential to tbe dlag* 



j n(wis. Otiier manifestations le^^ roinmoo. perhaps, 
I are diarrbcea. profose per^^pirutiuu^ (local or general). 
'■ and alterations of the cutaneous pigmentation. 
These, too, are well recognized »is licing, when pre 
: sent, part of the disease. But attention has recently 
been called to Other symptoms which, if not over- 
looked, have, at any rate, not hitherto attracted the 
attention of the observers in more than the mot>l 
cursory manner. Amongst these the most constant 
wotilfl appear to be trembling (M.uic, Th^sc de 
Taris), which affects tbe whole body equally, and 
often appears before any of (he characteristic ^mp- 
j toms have been ob.-it rv»'d. It seems to be more com 
; mon in the incomplete (/r»s/e») forms than io per- 
feetiy typical cases. H. Ballet (!<«▼. de M6d.. 
April) mentions certain convulsive and paralytic 
phenomena as having been observed in associalioa 
with exophthalmic goitre. We think, however, 
that the case^t he brings forward under this head are 
! not sufliciently nnmfron" to exclnd** the possibility 
; of mere coincinence, though M. iiallet s theory thai 
i tbe ooovttislve phenomena are dependent upon per- 
i turbation of the hearl'-< action is attractive. Further 
I inquiries are needed upon these points. M. Uallel 
I also Includes polyuria. albumUrarla. and gluoosuria 
. as among the occasional sympiomt^ Tn his opinion 
, exopbtbaimic goitre is only an expression of the 
I nervous diathesis, which may occur atone or may be 
, combined with other manifestations of the diathesin 
i (s. g., epilepsy, hysteria, chorea, etc.). In conclu- 
' sion. we would ask whether It is not desirable to call 
tlic di**eaa.' «'.\ op lit lialmic goitre. M. Marie speaks 
throughout of Basedow's dise.i.-?*'. M. Ballet s|)eakg 
indis<'riminalely of Basedo\v'r» Jind Gnivcs's disease, 
both iiiimt'H, in fact, being used m\ the same page. 
Tliis surely eitn tend to notliintr but confusion. Dr. 
Wickhum LiCgg in the last number of the St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital Reporte, denies that Base* 
i iXtiw renlly dr»;rribed the disease nt nil, as his re- 
i marks allude almost exclusively to the condition of 
1 the eyes. * 

' Tut: Wkiu Mitch km Tiikatment.— The treat 
I int tu introduced by Or. S. Weir Milcheii, of Pbil- 
j adelphia, and which Was really the fore-runner of 
"the gospel of fat" which is licgiDning to be preached, 
has been received with much favor in London, 
where Dr. Pluyfair has been lealing it for the past 
eighteen months, with the best of results. Thiii 
niethoii, altliotijrh jirohnhly familiar to the ptofcssion. 
is too cxclu.sively adapted to hospital practice to 
permit of its genial use as a thempeutic measure. 
Its ewf'C ntia!> are 1 Tbe removal of tlir patient fj-om 
unhealthy home intlueoccs and the placing of her 
under oonditions which will secure for her absolute 
rest. 2. The prodnction of the necessary muscular 
tissue waste to ensure food assimilatiou, Ihrougb 
means requiring no voluntary effort on tbe part of 
the patient, viz.. by massage, and the contractions 
of ihe interrupted current. 3. Tbe supply of nuur 
Ishment, by forced feeding, to the wbole system. 
Both of the two latter etseetlali are aeeured ia a 
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very large measure ihrougl: Uie iaunctiou of fat 
during UMsngiB. In order to the sucoeae of this 
tteatmeDt triunod Qum'^ are & nine qua non. It '19, 
<tf oourM, not absolutely necesoary that the patient 
be removed to a hospital, althouiih it must be 
seldom pfi^sll.lf, in Hit- nature of thin^a, to secure 
tlio requUite complete abseu^-e of cure, vbil« of 
anxiotts and dolorous friend*, whose commiseration 
is v«Ty harmful to this rliiss of pHin nts. When the 
cuoditious for ita sucousAful carrying out are po»Bi- 
ble, there i» probably no therapeutic measure so 
beneficial to tlie poor wnrti out emacialrd nn:i inic, 
and nervous female wrecks, with their proteaa hys- 
terical ailmeats. with which the gcaeral prtu:titioner 
is only too familiar. 



SuiiuKUY A LA WAGNEn. — L Union MC-dicale has 
the following: Maay muiiicians cannot comprehend 
the musical worlES written by Richard Wagner, and 
for many 8nrgeon<) outride the German Empire, the 
tasks undertukcu by the surgeons uf this enlightened 
country are difllcuU to understand. There was a 
virgin of twenty-seven summei^, somrwhsit rctnrili'ii 
in pbyAicjl Ueveiopuieot from want of food and 
other necessities of life. This rather fquat-ftf^ivd 
laiiy came unflcr the Ircalnu'nt of a qti ick, while 
suHering from irregularities in her monthly periodi*, 
who finished his abominable treatment l)y [)roducing 
a prolapsus uteri et Viiiji me. Tin- ludy went here 
and there to get relief from the swinging burden, 
hul without avail. 8he then came Into the hands 
of Dr Kuhne, who found a common prolapsus, 
even without any Jiscoloralion on the part of the 
rectum or bladder, lie tried some pessaries, but 
not bei-jg satisfied with their behavior, be per* 
formed episiorraphy. But even tlirouj^li the oc- 
cluded vulva the vagina and uterus were seen dang- 
ling, much to the chagrin of the doctor. What nowT 
l»e asked, and lie extirpated both ovarlefs. the fallo- 
pian tubes, and a part of the fundus uteri, which 
latter he affixed to the abioniinal walls with fine 
sutures :tft - h ivinix it covered welt with the parie- 
tal peritoneum. This somewhat dangerous opera- 
Uon had the astonishing result that the prolapsus 
was seen dangling again in its old phiee. much to 
the chagin of the doctor. He now became very 
angry, and he performed epislurraphy a second 
time, with apparently satisfactory results, and we 
have not heard of further operations on the prolap* 
sus of the short- figured maiden. 



To Coi.oit TuuEKCi.t: Bacilli. — The two best 
methods of coloring tubercle bacilli are those by 
Koch and Ehrlich, respectively. Ivocii dries a small 
piece of sputum on a glass square. p*.aces it in a 
weak alknlinr mcthylin blue solution fer iwenty four 
hours, and then washes it over with vesuvin. Ehr- 
lich. after drying the sputam on a glass square, 
colors it in methyl violet and Huilinc water. To 
prepare the aniline water, three parts of aniline oil 
an added to 100 paita of distilled water, after which 
the mixture is wdt skakea and fll(ei«d. The methyl 



I blue is a conccotruted alcoholic solution. SuQiclent 
[ of the methyl blue solution is added to theauiline 

water in a watrh ?!f\';« to cause opalesc<'nec. The, 
I prepared sputum (dried) is allowed to remain from 
I a quarter to half an hour in the methyl blue and 
aniline w.utf r ini.xtun , nfter wliich it is placed in 
I nitric ucid, and then water, and is then exposed to 
I Bismark brown', as the flnal process in the prepara- 
tion of the specimen. Professor FrSnke prefers 
I fuchsine instead of the methyl violet, and theo 
I colors with metbylin blue. 



A Nkw T( sr FOK Oii<'..vMSMs IN Watkk - At a 
meeting i;f the Academy of Medicine in Irelind. ua 
April 12th (The Medical Press and Circular). Dr. R 

j Angus Smith, F. H. S., of Manchester, disclosed bis 
newly discovered test of the presence of organisms 
in water. In cotisists of renderini? water thick by 
dissolving gelatine in it. If pure the gelatine cylin- 

! der remains long unaltered, but if the water be im- 
pure from the presence of organic iii^. the gelatine 

I round theorganisoui becomes liquefied and globular, 
the organ! til ^ remnlnint' solid tit the b ittoin of ilie 

J spheres. The te^t is only applicable to infu«iorial 
animals. Bacteria are the most deadly of all poison* 

I in water, and the test is ready for anyone to iijie who 

I is not a chemist. Organic matter that is not putre- 
scent will not break up the gelatine. 



Salicylic IIaiu Tonic. — The following formula 
has the endorsement of a correspondent of the 
Druggist's Circular, us a remedy of value in dnnd- 
ruiT, itching of the scalp and falling of the hair: 



Borate of soda 3 x 

Salicvlie acid "^x 

Ttiu tureof canthnrides ' vj 

Brt> rum 3 xxv 

Uo'-c water 3 XXV 



Boiling water, enough to make Ojv«« 

Dissolve the borax and acid in the trailing water; 
mix the bay rum ard rose water with solntioa: then 
I add the rest and Alter. 



The "iotcUigent compositor" is the editor's h^te 
noir. He is poison-drop In the sanctum's purast eop. 

the thorn mid the perennial roses with which the 
path editorial is spread, the kerosene in the editor's 
maple syrup, the worm-wood in his wine. 
When constantly watched he is not dangerou-^, 
"but the moment you take oil him your eagle 
eye, he makes you wish yo-r existence had 
been squelched even in the primordial germ. 
llhi-ltMii oris of his fiendish propensity are in- 
nunieruble. ilis latest exploit was to niaktr a 
writer In the 8t. Louis Hedical and Surgical Journal 
who wrote of a patient who had "a foreign h uiy 
under the lid" appear as saying that the piilienl had 
called on him to remove, "a frocen body under ihe 
brd." .\nd yet such fiends are permiftctl to H^-e! 
Truly the ways of Providence are inscrutable. 
Brother Rnmbold, we know how to sympathiie with 
you. 
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The St. Louis Eclectic Medical Collego aod llie 
IlUnois Stole Boftrd of Health are not on friendly 

terms One wouM at Iciisl infer this to be Ihe case 
from the foUowiu); wbicb President Wa«hburo re- 
cently addrened Seereury Rauch: 

••Sir you Bil- 
II persist in trying t« fripliten 
our Graduates, like Spriuger of 
Hardin, who liave attended two 
full, long trrtiis in our SchfM.l 
HoDurably graduated. I look, 
upon you. as the chief, of a set of 
• Dastard Bigot.s &, viilians fc the 
aoooer you arreet Springer the bo- 
oneryoQ will get through witbH." 

Friend Ranch must be a hard-hearted man to re- 

fus4' rf( nt;iiitii>ii to i\ coTlfi^e nli'i-ic |irf»<ii<lont can 
write in such vigorous and ornate Kuglish. The 
coinmonlcatioo. it will be seen, ia written In - 
Terse, and has thu<), perfaape. been misunderBtood 

by the prosaic Ijoard. 

The Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic cites the follow- 
ing account by Lord Bacoo. as one of the oldeat 

CA»f» of the timilia »milibn» cure. Milord was 
troubled with warls, having a crop of hundreds on 
his hand. The wife of the Ku<;li.sh ambassador 
removed them in ihi.s way: " She got a piece of lard 
with the skin on (bacon) and rub'M i! Ihf wnrfs all 
over with Ihe fat side; then she uaiUtl ihu jikce of 
lard, with fat towards the aun, upon a post of her 
chamlvT wirnlow, whii h wn'; tn the south. The 
success WHS that wiihiu live week:^' space all the 
warta were quite away." If any one fails to see 
where the oimilia comes in, our ( niitcmporary kindly 
volunteers to semi him the "answer" by mail. 

The police justice was recently somewhat sur- 
prised by the plea of a ettlprlt whom a poUeeman 

had run in for beinji; lnto.\icated. He attributed 
his misfortune to his attempt to be his own doctor. 
He hadn't been fceliag well, and after aearefol study 
of his case prescribed stimutants. Failing to take 
into :i(-f>ount his idiosynmsy. he took the ordinary 
dose; the result was the untoward effect noted. 
The Jitstloe had never enjoyed a medical cdttcatlon, 
and pronounced tbo usual $10 or 'SO days. 

Thi* Me<lif:iil TJecnni tpll^? of ii rfliginus wuokly, 
the editor of which exercises such scrutiny over the 
adTertlsiog oolomns as to enable him to guarantee 
that each article arlvortisc<l is wortliy of a trial. 
Such scrutiny is very commendable and we com- 
mend the example to our medical editors. The ad- 
verlisemeiit of a sure i uru for ^niiorrlia'a in four 
days, in the religious weekly referred to, ha<>, how- 
efcr, placed its exodleot editor in an cqnlvocal 
light 

Tbe^ meeting of the Association of American 
Mi'dii ;il Editors, at Cleveland, adopted a resolution 
in which it was unanimously requested that the 
board of I ru si CIS appointed to select an t(iit<»r for 
the proposed Journal of the American Medical As- 



socialion. H|)point Dr. N. Davis, of Chicago, to 
that position. The Association suhsequenlly 

(IcrirlH fn p«t:jbli>h thr jnnrnal, and the first mim 
ber will api^car in July with Dr, Davis as editor. 

It having been stated in the general order announc- 
ing the death of Surgeon-General Barnes that that, 
gentleman was the originator of the -Vrmy Mt iliciil 
Museum and the Surgical Uistory of the war of the 
Bebeltios, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, Retired Burgeon- 
General, ailduces proof fo mili^tnntiatf his (TTuin 
mood's) claim U> this honor. With this proof before 
the Department, the Adjutant-Oeneral has iasned an 
onl( r rnrrc( tiiip the oriLciua! statement, though »\\\} 
giving the late Dr. Barnes credit for pushing the 
work to its sucoesifni issue. 

A druggist on BitMdway. New York, has had 

calls for "Briiiaerioe" the wonderful compoun<l 
announced a.H shortly to be placed on the market by 
' the "19th (.'ontury Thprnpeutical Co." One pre- 
I scriber wishes it in combination with "Si;!* erine,'* 
I but thp dru?.;*-;* is at n loss to know whether a 
. faraou«[ proprietary nerve tonic or a recently 
announced cure for the opium ha))it. is intended. 
He thinks, however, that cither of thcso. if [>lar crl 
under the auspices of a wound-up drummer, would 
"sell" quite successfully. 

The Louisville Medif-al News, of the 26th ult.. 
lelh of fin oculist who reported a case as follows: 
Joliii v.. of (' ilnrado. a!fe<l sixty sit, Irish and 
Qerman descaal, lUuc eyed, was led lulo my office 
June SO. Diagnosis— Pannu.s, symblepbaKKi. 

leucoma, aiikvloltlophnron, lagophfhalmus, fintl 
entropion, Iw^iide^ an obstruc'ion of the hichrymul 
dacts. flie wwt cured by syadeetomy. " There is a 
manifest chror!o!n:»:!r!il error in this report, but it i-j 
not sufficient to detract from ihu wonderful nature 
of the case, or from the skill of the operaSoi'. 

The Fortnightly Review tells of an orthodox phy. 

sici-in who said disparagingly of an irregular pra<;- 
titioner, "Co n'est pas un meducin c'est un 
gutrlaslir," which being translated, might be ren- 
dered, ' He is not a physician, he is a 'curer'." 
The anecdote serves to illustrate the difference 
which actually exists, between your "scientific" 
physician so-called, and the intelligent general pntc- 
titioner. 

Dr. Da Costa is credited with the following: ' If 
one lias not too much to do he writes a short paper 
on phthisia: If one has little to do, he writes a long 
paper on jihtiiisis; if one has nothing to dc», lie 
writes a book on phthisis." "0| necolegists, a« a 
rule, part their hair and thrir names in the middle, 
and never die until they have IttTented pesflariea 
and speculums innumerable. 

An undertukc-r having advertised that he was pre- 
pared to furnish all the requirements for a funeral, 
a malicious wit suggested that he must t o^itiine llie 
practice of medicine with his undertaiiing business. 
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IHE MEDICAL AOK 



The French guvernineDl has hit oa a promising , 
sebeme for Increaaini; the product of Frenchmeo. | 

It will grade li man s taxes according to the . 
evidences of bis virility. The mure chililreo the 
len taiev. The acbeme bu not been long enough 

in vogue to test its cfTi ct on tlie pliiloproj^enitivencss 
of the people, altli«nigh much is hoped from it. 

Has the Toledo Medical and Surgical Journal 
again gone into liqiUdatloiir We doa't .know, but 
have not been favored with a oopy ^oe January, 
the iaaue of which month was the first after its re 
•uadtation. What was it begun for, if it's so soon 
been done for? 

The 1884 mcelinj; of ihe American Medical Asso- 
ciation will be iield in Washiuf^tou, D. C , and Dr. 
Austin Flint, Sr., will be its j.resident. 



Thk Pathoukiv and Trkatmkxt of Dixka.sich or the Ovariw 
(BeiHK Um HaaUugB Ewajr (or 1888). 1^ Lawaon Tait, F. 
R. 0. 8., Alta. and Ens., Surieoii to the BlnidiiiliaiD Has* 

pital for Womfu. and ConMiIting HarK<>"n rfor dlseaaea of 
women) to the Wejft Broniwich HoNi>ilHl; Fellow of the 
Rov&l Mcdk'iiC'HiriirirU'al S<<il<>ly, ete., ^od Hononnr 
FhIIow o( till- AiiR-ni'.tn (iyiKMological SodatJT. FOUIUI 
Edlllun, tie wriiicn lui'l (ireat.ly KalarKvd. 

New York: WilUam Wood & Co. 

Detroit: Qorton. Dlewelt & Co. 

The author apologizes for the imperfections of his 
book, glviuc as his excuse bis scaD£ leisure for re- 
search. He h:in. in consequence, been ohlitteil to 
write chieOy from his own experience uud to make 
Tsry free use of the pronoun of the first pronoun. 
The reader will scarcely regret this scant leisure, 
seeing tluit it has to the extent that it has pre- 
TCBled iceearoh eecand ao original mak by one of 
the higliest living authorities On this aomewliat 
neglected subject. 

The book opens with a very comple'e chapter on 
the Anatomy and Physiology of the Ovary and Ovi- 
duct, which is followed by another equally complete 
on Errors of Development and Displacement of the 
same. The remaining four chapters are devoted re- 
spectively to Oophoritis and Peri Odphoritis, Cirr- 
boeis of tlie Ovary, Abscess of the Ovary: Ovarian 
Tumors and Condiiidns which Simulate tiiem: 
Ovariotomy; and Keccat £xteasions of Abdominal 
and l*elvic Surgery. 

OSphorltteis au exceedingly troublesome affection 
nnd not generally umli r-tood. Inasiniich as it more 
frequently falls to the general practitioner to treat 
it than any other affection of the Ovary, the chapter 
devoted to it is. to liim, the mo.'«t vahnhle in the 
booit. It is divided into a consideration of, 1. 
Ovarian hyperaemia; 2. Acute ovaritis: 9. Chronic 
ovaritis, which it di < u--( s in relation to their effects 
on menstruation and their treatment. The fulness 
in which these ar<f considered prevents even an 
abstract in our limiteci sfmce. ; 

As might naturally In- expected the hulk of the | 
book in devoted to ovarian tumors and ovariotomy. \ 
The author commits himself to a belief in the malig- | 
nancy of ovarian tumors and strongly aiivocales ' 
their early removal with a view to the prevention of - 
a raUm of the diseased process In other parts. ' 



The following uoequivocal language, louchiog un 
ovariotomy, would seem to be timely in its appticatloa 

to the operation ns it has Ijeen pcrforined in an am- 
phitheatre l)efore a promiscuous crowd and without 
the slightest precaution cslculated to secure deanli- 
nesfl or the (iisinfe< tion of those wht) had l)€cn in 
attendance on contagious diseases: "I can only say 
further that, in my opinion, any man who deliber- 
ately performs an operation under circumstances 
from which his patient acquiiesfatal blood-poisoniog 
ought to t>e the 8ul>ject of a criminal* indictment.** 
The author discountenances the performance of ilie 
operation by lho.«e whose experience is likely. to be 
limited to two or three cases in a lifetime. 

DisBABiB or TRB Kbctcm: Th«tr DiaffooBto and TrMtneBt. 

By WillUm AltinKbam. M D., Fellow of tht» Royal Collage 
of Sinveoris ftf KiiKlaiifl : .Siirtcpon to St Mark's IIos|jitai 
for Fi-tula luiil i Ulier UisciUNf s of ihe Hrclum, etc 
Fuunh Uevlst-d and Knlarge^l l^XitioD. WiUi iUiutr»- 

UOUM 

PhihMlelptaia: P. BlaUston. 8oa & Co. 
Dsintt: Joitt MaOItelaoe. 

This is an 8vo volume of 165 pages bound In fiexi- 

l>le cover, and covering the various di.seaacs to which 
the rectum is subject, including fistula, hemorrhoids, 
painful ulcer, strictore and prolapsus. It has passnd 
through three large editions and is vcij favonibly 
regarded by the profeialon. It requires but a super 
flcial examination of it to satisfy one that the andior 
is one of tliose careful guiiles whom it is safe to 
trust. His experience has been extensive, and Ijc 
speaks from it as a basis throughout. He is not 
partial to the injection of piles with carbolic acid, 
and we regard his condemnation of the operation ns 
well-timed. He tried tt in some cases, but the result 
was much pain, more inflammation than was deair- 
able, a lengthy treatment and doubtful result; cer- 
tainly not a radical cure. Fie cannot but regard all 
attempts to destroy vascular growths by causing 
coagulation of blood or ioflamiuaUon in them while 
they are not shut off from the circulation, as fraught 
with danger. There can be no guarantee that the 
coagulurn iii iy not hrrak down ai.ii ttie particles 
finding their way into the vascular or lymphatic sys 
tem, result in embolism or pyssmla, or both. He 
gives the details of various operations, i \( i--inn with 
knife or scissors, the ecraseur, the applicoliuu of 
caustics, the gslvano-cautery. dilatation Dt the 
sphincters, ( rushing and ligature. Hl^ prefomiee 
seems to be for the ligature. 

The book is well written and is not surpassed ia 
its treatment of its subject. 

Ax Impkx ok ruK I'iiai net i i- Mi;;ih'[nk. By Wesley M 
Carpenter, M. I)., As.si^talll I'4ii!io|.>^>ist to UelleTue Ho9>pi- 
tat: iDMtnietor In the PathoioLi>nl l.aborator3ro(theUDl- 
veraitjr of tlie City of New York; etc. 
Mew Torlt: Wm. Wood ft Oo. 
Detroit; Oortoii, Blfvrett A Co 

This little book of ^00 odd pages is literally a vade 
mecum, its size, shape and binding being all designed 
to adapt it for the pocket. It is freely interleaved 
with blank pages for the purpose of note taking. It 
is admirably adapted to the use of the young jjrac- 
titlener, being provided with a receptatde for pie- 
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HcnpUoo bkoks. the diMaaes being arranged alpha- 
betically and the nainber of preacriptiona being pro 
fuar. he may, with the lent possible danger of being 
detected, consult it in emeraffncics Of course the 
practitioner ia expected to be at all times quick to 
select the verj- beirt thing for the case before him, 
but it may hnppen, eRp<'ciii!ly when he is younir, 
that aucU a suggesUon aK a work of this nature may 
affofd him may occealoaally be veiy opportune. To 
nny phj-siririn hsivinprn treacherous mwnOiyDf.Cnrp- 
t>iitor"s lMK>k will pmve valu:il)le. 

TnEn.ii'Kr I ic Ham) li' .iiR ok the rMTEU States I'i! vHMaoo- 
ixi-ia BcKik' a I 'niulciisiMl Stiit'-m.'iit of th" l'h>>iiili.^,'i, al 
and Toxtc Action, MediOnat Valu**, Method)* ot Adiiuiiis 
:ratioD and Doses of the Drugs and Preparation i » tli« 
LAtMt Edition of the U. S. Fhar. (ApotbocarlM' and 
Metric 8|)r«tf m) with some B«mark8 on UnoAteinal Pre* 
peratfooa. Qj^ Robert T. Edoa, A. B.. K. D.. (Harrard); 
Pellowof the MaMduiaiitta Hedfeal Society: Fellow of 
;be American Academy of ArtM and Sciences ; LAte I'as<<e>l 
AMaistont Bun^n U. S. Navy; FrofesHor of Materia 
Vedica In llarvartl UniverBity. etc. 
New York: Wni. Wood & Co. 
Defenitt: €kirtoB, Blawaitt* Oo. 

The title page of thi.s }>ook, an iibove reproduced, 
epitomizes il.s object. The I'. S. Pharmacopoeia is 
of itself of comparatively little value to the physi- 
cian, and yet it becomes him to have knowledge of 
what are the st!iiifl:inl :irticl( s of the materia mcfltra 
aa tbey are somewhat arbitrarily stated in the official 
guide. Treating, as it does, almply of the physical 
propprtlfs of rlnisT' an'' of the methods nf present- 
ing their medicinal principles in eligible form, it is 
more properiy a draggUt's than a pihyaleini'* guide. 
The book before u? -iupplcments it and Is adapted to 
the latter purpose. Ttie author ahowa a very con- 
■idenible familiarity with profcMlonal needs in hta 
division of the space devoted to the different arlicles, 
those of comparatiTe ualmportanoe being dismissed 
with a few Ihm in order to penalt a fuller oonaid- 
oration of the more important. He la, moreover, an 
adept at condensing and has compressed the more 
important physiological and therapeutic properties 
of tbe drags into remarkHbly narrow limits and has 
very successfully avoidetl confusion and ambiguity. 
The dosage, in so far as we hiwa compared it, is 
eonect and the giving of it in the old and new sys- 
tems will be nppreriiiled hy all who wish to Cttltl- 
.7ate a familiarity with tlte metric 8ye>tcm. 

Bssr Pkptoxous.' Prepared by Rc«d s. ('arurick, New 

\Vf Lire in receipt of a pound of this preparation, 
done up In a beautifully jupaned-tin box. It is a 
tree food;- containing the albumen which is elimin. 
ated from the generality of beef extracts and essences 
on the market, and in the absence of which no 
preparation can be said to be nutritious, it is in the 
form of a powder, the extract of lieef being mixed 

with gluten la such proportions ss ensuree perma 
aenee of the dry powder. Four onoees are said to 

coDt;»in the full nutritive principles of tlirce pounds 
of the best Jeau hei f. ' ISt ef Pe[)l(nioi<is " is calcu- 
lated for the preparaiioii of a tluul, at once :is plciis- 
aitt as beef tea and supplying tbe nourishment 
whidi the latter does not. 



' IRead betora the Uicblgao State Medical Sodetr, at Kala- 
maioo, Ha^r. I88S, aed iHnted in tUs Joomal with the 
ConsMt of Uie S<K;iely.| 

£tlology of Urethral laJlamntatloa. 

nr RKNKY J, RF.YNOLDS. M \< , OKIOX, MICU. 

' The value of a careful investigation and correct 
. knuwledgu of the a'tioiogy of individual cases of 
I urethral inflammation oannot be over*e«ti mated. It 
I is not only a very importHnt matter with a view to 
' the intelligent treatment of each case, but alsi>. in a 
i moral or medlooOegal sense, with a view to justice 
to the individual so affected: to justice Iwtweon the 
\ person so affected and the person concerned in the 
sup posted source of contagion, and. still further, wo 
can imagine a case where it woul l involve the qttSS- 
I tioa of justice between even man and wife. 

Though in a greet majority of eases urethral In- 
flammation may be ascribed to one principal cause. 
vij5., that of infection from the virus of the specific 
'■ form of disease known as gouorrhtea. yet there arc 
I numerous other causes giving rise to a form of dls- 
' ea«t' not clinically differinir fmm tru" tronorrlifPa, 
. and u> alt appearances almost idculical with it; botii 
being iaflammaiiona of the urethra associated with 
' mnre or less di.«icharge of pus or muco pu*.-, as the 
case may be, and having no diagnostic features by 
whieh tbe one may be dlifefentlated with certain^ 
! from rhc other. Xo intellijr'nt pby.-^ician will 
I doubt fur a moment the possibility^ at least, of hav- 
ing a discharge ftom the ttrethra with all the aeoom- 
! panying symptoms of true gonorrhoea when the dis- 
' ease, nevertheless, may have arisen from some cause 
j other than that of contact with the specific virus 
I of gonorrhoftu, and still I think it is too common a 
practice with physicians in irf'npral. wherp the cause 
is obscure, to ascribe the disease to cotilact, 
i during the sexual act, with a diseased penwn. 
' There is nn doubt that mnny an innocent per 
' sun has been wrongfully accused and therolty 
i SMiousiy injursd in this respect, and, as Van Baren 
has said, "it is better that a htindred of the guilty 
{ should escape than that one innocent person should 
' be accused." 

I The varlou-s forms of urethra! inflammation may 
! be summed up under two principal heads, viz., aim. 
I pie urethritis, and speciflc or virulent urethritis. 
I By the term simple urethritis, I would embrace 
all those forms of urethral intlanimation not caused 
or produced by contact with wliat is known as 
gonorrh<eal virus; these various forms differing 
j only in their tetiology and extent, and not in the 
: ({Uitliiy of the inflammatory action. This inflamma 
I tion, under fav«rable cir. umstanrc-, usuHlly runs a 
short, mild cmrse. and inny be prdduei il l)y !ilinf»8l 
any kind of irritation, such as, for instance, a rnul. 
acrid or deeomposing menstrual or lencorrhoBal dls- 
rhur^je, strongly acrid or concentrated urine, injury 
I by the rough use of urethral instrumenls, passage of 
i stone frsgments or quantities of large uric add erys- 
j tals, irritation to the perineum, as in horsebrtckcX' 
' ercise, tiding on a wagon without springs, etc. Any 
^ of tlie above catissa are capable of produdhg a aim 
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pie uretUritis, uo doubt, but are more particularly so | 
when combined with pre existing stricture, idiosyu- > 
cramf. UDcleanUueM, Impaired urethral tone, as from 
sexual cxct'fts. cold, eto. Inflnmniiilion produced by 
auy of the ab.jve causes, tbough tending to run u i 
mild courw and gel well rapidly, will under unfuvor I 
nblo cirrtim-itHncf^!. frc'f]nf>nt!y reniiun very stutiUorn ! 
und unyielding to trcjiiment. A Bimplc uretlirilisi, 
from any cauae, once fully eatablished. can aimosl 
invariiihly he riij^riivnted by tlu' n^o nf tt. 1 <itmag 
injections, together wilb acid or irritating urine, 
perineal irritaUon and f;enera1 dissipation. In such 
II ciisc it may assume fully as violent a r(trin a* irne 
'^oaorrboea from contagioo, leaving all the evil coo- i 
sequences, as gleet, stricture, etc.. and mar even, in 
my (iplnion. contain the necessary coutagiuiis i-li'- 
menis to impart tiie disease readily to othent by coa- 
tsd. 

Tlie mildest form of a simple mucous catarrh 
from the meatus nmy be ultimately agi^rarated into j 
u most violent urethritis, by the indiscreet use of a ' 
too strong inji;(*tion in an uattsually St'M^^itivt> 
ureflira. f have seen the infl unmilion greatly in- 
creased by tlie iajeclioa of a ciicap insoluble form . 
of milphate of sine, aonie.of the crystals remaining ) 
undissolved and iM'lnii: carried into the nrethn^ in 
that state. Other cases 1 have seen greatly ag- | 
gravaled by simply riding on the can; the warmth | 
rrom thf cu-ihionni seat and the constant Jarring 
motion, of course, lieing the cause. 

Hence a man mny acquire without sexual or even 
" water closet" cxponiri- a ilisfusc alino-;!. if imt en- 
tircly idfntieal with true gonorrbwa from con- 
tagion; the only difference, if any, between which 
and true g<morrhce.i being that itls posslbly devoid 
of the elements of contAsjion. 

All pbyHicijius are, no doubt, familiar with the con- 
tagiaiaS character of purulent conjunctivitis; even 
a catarrhal form of ei)iijancliviiis may be tran:imil- 
ted from one to another by contagion. Both of 
tliese diseases. It Is generally If not unlveraally con> 
coded, miiy arise spontaneously; that i«, entirely in- > 
dependent of coDtagioiu iuttueoces. lleie then is 1 
an Inflammation of a mucooa membrane developing | 
spontaneously, m it were, into a violent contas^ious 
disease. Now, it seems highly probable ttxai the 
same thing may and does take place in the mucons 
membrane of the urethra, and hence may be de- 
veloped, without contagion, a disease possessing all 
the dbtlngidshing characteristics of true gonorrbcsa. 
Tlie disease is now no longer simple urethritis, but 
has become developed, either in the same individual 
or through a series of inoculations, into a s|>eciflc, 
virulent or contagious arsthritii). 

The following cases, the veracity of the statements 
and history in each cam being to my mind beyond a 
question, furnish illttstraiions of aimple urethritis or 
urethritis without contagion : 

Case 1. — F. C, commercial traveler, a?L ao. with ( 
good conatllatlon, though of somewhat dissipated 
habits, came under my care for gleet in .July, 1879; 
examined and found stricture, for wluch patieni de- 
clined tubmiitiog to any operative treatment. The 



discharge continued, more or less, till the summer of 
I^, when it ceased altogether. In the fall of 1881. 

or more timn a year after the di.«charge had disap* 
peared, 1 was again consulted: patient stating that 
tbc old disease had come back on him. Stated also 
that he had positively not had any exposure to new 
disease, which was in all probability true, an he was 
engaged to be marrieil aooxx. In this case tbc dis- 
ease was evktetttly not due to gonorrhosai Infection, 
but prohahly chiefly to tbc stricture 

Caise 2.— It. J., tel. 28, driver of fast horses; of go<»d 
habits and good constitution ; wears suspensory ban- 
dage, however, for a liiil variro,'r!r. f 'ontrartod in 
fall of IttttO, though without having had any sus- 
picions Intercourse, a disease which was. to all appear- 
ances, true gouorrhtea. Tlie discbarge continued in 
abundance for five weeks and was followed by gleet, 
which lasted four week^. and a little inerensed fre- 
quency of urination, which continued fornlinie afur 
the gleet slopped. No exHniination was made, but 
quite probably a smnll amount of stricture existed. 
In one year after the first attack patient had another 
which. Ij<iwever, %vus inr^n* mild not lasting 
over three or four weeks and not loilowed by any 
gleet or other bad symptoms. In the following 
sprint: a third attack sot in. This attack, thoii^jh 
mild at first, owing to riding on a sulky without 
springs, (which every time seemed to increase the 
trouble) violent exercise, cic , tlie nisease lingered 
and grew gradually worse, and,, finally, after hav> 
ing run a very severe course, was followed by gleet, 
whicli has lasted ever since. On September 14, 
1882. six months from date of last attack, I exam- 
ined and found strictures at two and one- 
half jnchcs. and at six and one bulf 
inches, from the meatus. It mii^ht be well 
to mention that there had been nu bUhpicious 
intercourse previous to any of these attacks, and thai 
thr 1: t intercourse of any kind, prior to tin- last at- 
tack, was at least twelve days before the nppearanco 
of the discharge. It is extremely probable, there- 
fore, that the two last nttncks. at IcaRt in this case, 
were not the result of gooorrha^al contagion, but 
were produced by the following causes: stricture, 
resultint; from flrsl attack, the perineal iiritatina 
from riding the sulky, the irritation from pressure 
of the band of the suspensory bandage behind the 
scrotum, upon the urethra, strongly ncirl urine, etc. 
The irritation from riding the sulky and the ptes- 
sdrs of the suspensory bandage both, however, the 
patient stated, increased the intensity of the disaase 
when present. 

Numerous other cases similar to the above might 
be quoted did time and s])ace iiermit, bnl these, 
whif li, II ) doubt. jiecr>rd with ihe experienec of 
many practitioners, may help to illusirate the point 
I wish to establish, vlx., that we are. much more 
frequently than we reailily r* oncede, called upon to 
treat cases of urethral iullamuiutiou which we diag- 
nose as true gouorrhosa, where the real disease it 
only a simple urethritis, being produced by some of 
the oumeruus causes outside of gonorrhceal con> 
tagioD. 
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With regard to the cause of what I sbould de^ig- 
tiate tlM ipeelflc or virulent form of <)tMafle, I will 

nay but l"ttlo in this piper. It i>, of c lursc, always 
Slid to be the result of contact with the propag^tiug 
flement of the cli8Cfaarg« of the eo-called true gonor< 
rlinea. It seems probable in my miml. however, 
that a coDlagious, virulent or speci tic form of diii> 
e4se Ta%y be developed from cooUict with the die- 
cliarge from % vMent form of timple uretbritte, 
i*<pecia!ly whw nnclc anlincss. and other circura- 
fituaces favoriu^; the development of the same, exist. 

la conc^Iusion, I will aiid, that while, as a general 
tbiii'^. it mnkcs little or no differenci' to tlu; pliv sicul 
well-being of those affected, whether all cases of 
itimple urethritis be called by the name of, or even 
t( I- tt<:-'! !i>. tTDnnrrhrp?!, T fnn Imngine a case where 
such a cour^^e might be productive uf great evil and 
dama^, both to the patient and phyalcian, and 
wtiich wo^iM be ill reality little short uf. nnd poidbly 
a-i aclionablo for damage as ,rcal malpractice. 
— - 

On the Production of the Brown Line In 

ITranttaM firam ttwOaniiM^O. A. Cloea.lt D., Belbdra. 

The linea alba, formed by the blending of the 
aponeuroses of the brond abdominal muscles, con- 
stitutcii the stroui^est |)art of the alKlominul wall. 
Really, U represents a fibrous cord, which above the 
umbilicus is four to ^-x linr^: broad, below the 
umbilicus it becomes uarrower and leas dense, but 
from before backward it tncreaaes in thicknaaa, and 
attanbes itself to the piit)cs. (Hyrtl. Lehrbucb der 
Anatomic dee Meoschcn, p. 424.) 

Ill consequence of every irritation of the skin 
pigmentations are prodnc' 1 ir The epidermis, or in 
fact after a mere hypertcmia of the irritated skin 
or exudation or hemorrhage of the same has 
preceded, but witliout ciiher swellhii; or rodness 
having preceded, pigmentation n^y follow irritation 
of the skin. (Hebra. Hautkrankheiten. p. 7.) 

The brown line which is called (in QeraaB ob- 
stetrics) linea alba, is most frequently seen in 
women in the last mouths of pregnancy. As far as 
I know there has been uo explanation of the cause 
of Its formation <j;ivt n. The brown line is sitn itt'd 
on the anterior exterior abdominal wall, extending 
from the enslform cartilage to the umbiHeoa aa 
its upper portion, and from the iimhilinis to the nions 
veneris as its lower portion. (Sometimes the umbilicus 
is surrounded by an irregular brown ring. The 
pigmentation is s<ometimes deep brown, and again 
light brown, and is tolerably constant. Moat fre- 
frequently the upper portion is wanting. It variea 
greatly in breadth. We find it narrow with well 
defined outline on women with laige well developed 
pelves, broad and tbe outline diffused and Imb well 
defined, on women with small and especially shallow 
pelves. Altogether the skin of the abdomen of the 
woman with a large pelvis is less pigmented than 
the akin of those with small peivea. In the latter 



cases the whole akin of the abdomen aometimea 
takes on a dirty brown color; the line is then lesa 

prominent find well defined. In two taM'>' T .saw 
the line aa a light red streak. Those two cases were 
blonde women of very slender build, with thin dell- 
cate skin who were pregnant m (ho ninth month,and 
showed nearly normal pelvis mea.sureineut8. 

According to K. P. Harris, iu Playfair*8 Science 
and Praetice of Midwifery, the brown line in preg- 
nant neero women is m\u-\\ darker and narrower 
than in white women. In the lie^inninj: of the 
second half of pregnancy, the pigmented line cumea 
di^lincdy into %*iew, r»"miin<* until nfti'r confine- 
mcut and then gradually disappears. (Hebra) If 
we take into account the anatomy of those parts of 
the anterior abdominal wall direetly in the vicinity 
of the linea alba, we have, counting from before 
bsckward, first in order the epidermis, mucus mal- 
pighi, stratum papillare, derma, adipose smd eeliu 
lar tissue, fascia superflcialie. the linea alba (fibrous 
cord), and then tbe fascia transversalle, and behind 
this, coating the whole abdominal c^ivity, is the per- 
itoneum. If we consider the liuea alba a cord 
stretched from the ensiform cartilage to the symphy- 
sis, it then becomes clear that tliat district of the 
stratum papillare which lies directly on tlie fibrous 
cord wUl be stretched and irritated by every pres 
mm in the direction from l>cbiQd forward. Thi.s 
pressure to which the al)i.lominal wall i.s subjected 
from tbe gravid uterus, is increased by working, 
walking, dandng. etc., and is conveyed, by reason 
of tbf prominence made by the linea alba, to a clr 
cum>>cril>ed portion of the stratum papillare. At 
tbe end of the fourth month of pregnancy, the fun- 
dus uteri stands about three fingers' breadth ahovf 
the symphysis, and in tbe sixth month to about tbe 
height of the umbilicus. A greater length of time, 
and i)rol»jd»]y in a greater measure, too, the pres- 
sure will act on the lower portion of the fibroua 
cord, and ill fact we find the lower half of the brown 
line more constant, and generally more intensely 
pigmented than the upper half. The darker color, 
as also the greater frequency of the lower half of 
the brown line, may iiave its cause partly in the 
fart, that the lower half of the fll>rot!senrd is thicker 
from before backward than the upper half. 

If we hold to the statement made by Hebra, tlMtt 
( vrry irrilation of tlie skin lia< a pii^mentaiion of it 
as a consequence, then we do not think it is reach- 
ing too far to malntdn. that tiM pressure which acts 
thnm^'h tlin'f f n five months is siinh iLiil to prodnre 
the pigmentation in question. Wluit ia geuurally 
understood by an IrrltaUon of the skin is wanting 
herr. hut wr mu.st not overlook tlic fact that the 
corsets, clothes, etc., give a cotinter-prosaure, as 
soon as the gravid uterus arches tbe abdominal wall 
forward. 

Believing that if I could produce similar condi- 
tions experimentally. 1 would succeed in producing 
pigmentation in the skin of the rabbit, I took black 
rabhit^s having white spots, anil put. with a needle 
made for this purpose, carbolized silk thruada. 
which were pveviously knotted, under the skin. 
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Some of the threads were macte to lie oo the exter- 
nal oblique muscle, othen on ■ the ((luteitt msxi- 

niM", Ttic aoimalH were examined every dny. 
bill except a light rediiesM, no change oouid 
be Men in the ekln. Relying on the expe- 
rience "f snrirrry, nnd which i§ abiinilujily 
c.)rro!)oriiic(i by experimeuts, that well (Ii8inf«x-ted 
foreign bidlee would encyst thcmeelTei In the living 
tissue, I took a 1(m)[) wi-ll knofti miulc r.f rnrbo 
lisc.d tiilk and carried it under the skin in the region 
of tb« glutens mnximtis; aslmllerloop wu placed 
under the »kin in tbe r(>j;ii>ii uT thi- nhliijuis ab 
domtob cxterauD. Five te t>ight days after the 
operation I took a narrow strip of India rablwr, 
which was Borae shorter than the distance between 
the iK'rorc-meniionud loopts, and brought it under 
the skin. Thtft strip of rubber wae sewn croiswise 
\vit!i ^l!k iliir;i<! and liiul a Hmull book, made of 
sllvi .. f isit i.t il to each end. Wlieu I suc- 
ceedL'd in lounectiiig the books with the now 
encysted loops I then covered tiie opening 
iiintb' by tbi" tk I 'lle with coUinlion. Thri.uL'li 
t!ie movements of tlie animaU 1 expected lo be 
able to create an irritaiion. a friction from the 
(h-cp on till- imtrr < rfli i il Injcrs nf tlic skin, I'>iif 
here, too, 1 only succeeded in produeinj; a liyper- 
ntnia that soon again disappeared. 

In conchision, 1 wouhl like to im iilicn ri piir- 
mr niud line that lo lie seen on tbe skiu uf the 
|)ciu^ of men who Imvu worn, for a considerable 
period of time, a su'^pensory bandage. This broA-n 
Htripe is on the median line of tiie under surface of 
the penis, extending from the Junction of the 
scrotum and the penis to the fold of tbe prepuce. 
Pi^inrntaiion-; of the penis skin are, as is well 
kiiowu, very frequent, yet a sharply defined pig- 
mented line I have only nbaerved In men who bad 
worn f. sii'-'pcn«ory, 

[Although ilie brown hoc has been seen by uthersi 
only in pregnant women, or at least It la thoaght to 
be present only in pregnancy, yet it ccrt«5n!y orcurs 
under certain circuuislauees iu women who are not. 
and have not been pieKoMt for many years. One 
ea-»ij that I observed wa« a woman 40 years of age 
wiUi dark skin and hair, who bad three years before 
Ih-«o pregnant for tbe last time and was now <tlme 
of cxiimina(ion) afflirted wUh a large ovarian tumor. 
Ttic whole abtlominal skin, especially below the 
umbilicus, wiis very much pigmented and covered 
with strlie. The lower portion of tlie brown line 
wa.4 not apparent; the upper portion was narrow, 
well-deHned and about as dark as in most cases of 
pregnancy. Again, in one other case which re- 
!,emt>I> d the above in nearly every pnrticular, except 
that Uie woman was considerably youD;j;LT, of lighter 
compleaimi and bad given birth to her last child 
i«nine «fv< ti yenrn ago. the iipjH^r portion of the l:ne 
was nut so distinct as iu liiu tirst mcotioucd case; 
the lower portion was entirely wanting. A third 
ctts-e was H woman nb-'ttt "^ yf*ar« old wlio w.is- de- 
livered ut her last child stixieen years ago and who 
now has ttsuilcs. Tlie lady has veiy dark bair and 
complexion. Tiie akin of tbe abdominal wall is 



clean and white and entirely free of strin, the lower 

• portion of the brown line li of a quite dark brown 
anr! well marked The upper portion of the Une in 
euUi-ely wanting in this ca.se. 

If the brown line is the result of a m^cfaaoicn) 
irriijitli)ii. a* frr.in tbe foregoing it certainly seems 
lo In.', then I think the couclusiun is jusUtied. that 

■ if alt conditions {tumor*, etc.) are fnlHiled, then tbe 
lino nin«t make its rti>|><'rir!ince o;i \'w •^kiti of the 
abdomen of men, especially as there is no differ- 

i ence In tbe general anatomical coottmction of the 
ab i imi ial walls in the ranle and female. Altogether 
„ I think the brown line is present much oftener tbaa 
j it la taken notice of. One other conclusion that I 
\ think we are justified in making, is that the peri 

■ tuncum that is subjected to tbe same irritation by 
I the movable pregnant uterus to about the same ex 

1 lent as the parts lying before the linea tlhn. will in 

j pregnancy show a hypenemic streak onrreaponding 

j in location to the fibrous cord. 

j Before I conclude we will look again at the two 
ra'ips ill wliicli iho a'ltlior «a\v tho liiiC ;ippoar a" & 
light red streak. I'hese cat^es may be explained 
Iierhaps by assnmiot; that it was a bypenemla 
brouplit on Jiy a p irn!\^i- alone tbr linca alba, of 

: the voso^motur nerves in the stratum papillare, the 

' latter caused by tbe irregular pressure of the preg 
nant uterus against the cord. Or the re<lness may 

I have been dependent on the extreme delicacy and 
trausimreucy of tbe skin. — Translator. ] 

j Cervico-Hrachial Xeurulglu. 

BY II. LANDOy, M. D.. IlEMINOTON, INDIANA. 

Neuralgia 1 o general , is interesting to the phyaidaix 
, in scv«'ral ways, one of wblch la the study of Its 

I etiology and morbid anatomy, although both are 
still enveloped in much obscurity. Another i» tbe 
I gratitude we receive and the pleasure afforded us lu 
I knowing that in a large majority of cases we can re* 
store the sufferer to health. What causes (he pain, 
that embitters our very existence, in ueuralgm? Is 
I it congestion; le U iBflammatlon; la it aliopliy of 
nerve structure'' MI these may play their part in 
i various combinMioos; bow much, or to what extent, 
I to not deflnitdy settled. Tbe faeta so far gatheied 
1 to I'kar up the morbid anatomy of neuralgia are 
few, and necessarily so, as few of our patients die.and 
thus tnre opportunities are given us for pathological 
investigation, lu reporting the following cJise, 1 
I do so more from a belief in its rarity, and the in- 
I terest we should all fed In giving our results to the 
profttssion. than that I might add anything new to 
the history of the affection. It is well described in 
some of our text books and not meniioned in most, 
. at least in most that are not recent: hence theliabDIiy 

of mistaking it for some > f^er malady : 
I Mr. T., a poultry dealer afiei a hard day s 

• work in a cool and damp cellar, packing poultry 
in ice in tbe fall of went to lied qiiito 
chilly and had a severe chill later which histcii 

• three or four hours, hut no aki was called until 
' morning, when bis physician pfonouaoedhistnttble 
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muscular rheumalisui, pain haviag developed Id the 
pectoral muscles of the right si<le, with fever. Pain 
IP^ually extended to the shoulder and theuce down 
tbe arm, the eotire system of oerves supplying the 
arm beeomiDg involved. Uorter treatment addraMod 
• Mtf diseasp ii^ nhr>ve fipecifled, no improvement oc- 
t urred and patient only obtained relief from paio at 
timee by opfatee. Dtiriog tbe third week a pleotiful 
<rop of hiii»cs developed, coverings the shoulder, 
am, forearm aud hand. Thiti occurrence surpristid 
both patient and phyaidan. but ai paio eomeivhat 
abated with tbe eruption, pntieul wiia assutci! that 
tbe disease was fully uaderittood aud Uiat all wa?* 
going well. With these assurances the patient still 
endured his days and nights of tOftl^rc and anxiety, 
mill lioptn.r to <f'(' the end — the promised relief so 
long delayed Thus matt>TS continued for two more 
long weeks with more or lets remissioDH. when in the 
sixth week marked iiggravations of paiu com 
meoced; indeed, eo violent were they that the pa- 
tient nearly miccumbed at two tiifferont periods 
( losi ly foilnwing each other. Tin- tretitmenl thus 
far had licen quinine in lar^e d'wes to relieve tht? 
fever, opiates and embrocations of chloroform and 
aconite liniment tf> tillrty p>»ln. At this time atteud- 
aat was discharged, aud i. wat requested to assume 
control of the case. The herpes was still plentiful, 
alth>>u,:rh fading, inlens;? hypernjsthe.>ii:i of the arm 
and hand, so much so that QOiiiing but the softeHt 
material ooiihl be allowed in contact with it. Vaso- 
motor and trophic diHturUancfi^ were present and 
pef'tjHar. The arm h*<l wa«ited markedly, while the 
ftirtarai and huntl appeared swollen. The h8n<l 
felt hot aud there wa» a peculiar glossiness of the 
fingers, tlir -kin f<- -:inir very ^mfjo'li and dry upon 
dorsal surface, but more moist upon palmar; mueh 
iremulott9nes<« of arm upon attempted motion, with 
pain and nimost constant f<*p!ing as though the 
arm was covcrut.) with a thousand tlea$ crawling 
over it. Painful points were frequent and easily 
found at the places of emergence of the dtCfereni 
nerves neM* tbe surface. Tbe plexuses in tbe axilla 
were especialty sensitive. Pal«^ and coldness of 
surface of arm marked, except in the hand. Shooting 
pains down the arm fruquent, especially in the 
n-gioD supplied by tbe musculo-spiral and intercosto- 
humeral MTVe-t. Stibsefpiently paresis with anies- 
thesia occurred which slowly passe<l away. Patient 
was reduced to a mere skeleton by fever and the in- 
tense pain which was present at tbe time I assumed 
control. I began the treutmeot of Ids liy apply 
iug a large blister to the cervical region and one 
beneath tbe axilla, and kept tliem sore as long as 
pogsihlc. when th^y werp repeated ncnr the sumo 
localities until the cure was complete, in so far as 
pain was a manifestation; hypodermic Injeciioas of 
morphinf, at first three limes a day aud gradually 
withdniwu m the disea^ suh-ided. laleroally 
syrup bypophoephites with dilute phosphoric acid, 
equal parts, three time's a day, to iiii|irove imtrition; 
atso a two-grain quinine pill after cauh meal. 
Chm^f neuralgia pills were given, mie three timee 
a ^y. with the strychnia omitted, for a long Ume 



with great benefit. Under this treatment improve- 
ment at once liegaa and steadily oOAtlnued with but 
little interruption, so that in the course of three 
weeks p iticnt was up and taking exercise out of 
doors. At this time patient gave up all opiates, boc 
continncd quinine nnd TUMirtdtr'.-x piM^. und the fol- 
lowing condiliOQS still existed: Great slillnea* of 
arm and band with but little power to gmap any- 
thing; intense numbness nf pnlninr "^tir'aceof lingers 
and hand; hand still swollen hut not m hot; arm 
and forearm much wasted and no pain, except in the- 
region of inusoulo-spiral and intercosto humernl 
and the occipitalis minor, whicli three nerves were- 
provokingly obstinate in keeping up u constant sore-. 
I ness. which was re«Uly aggravated by changes in the- 
i weathrr or undue movements of the ar.n. In every 
I other way patient had improved splendidly. Now 
I massage to the arm and electricity were added, 
which I/rou_'ht n>iit'f. It ifh in regard to pain that re- 
mained, and the iiutriti m of the WiUslvd muM:led. 
The electro-magnetic current pasMd throni^b the 
I arm increased the pain, while brushing tin- arm aud 
t hand Mimply with the electrode ahi>li>ihed the re- 
maining aorenes^ and tbe numbness that existed in 
the hand Iodide of pota*siuni. in twenty grain 
do.ses gradually increased to thirty, was now giveu 
and (pilnine withdrawn: tbew doses were kept up 
for some time without inconvetiieiuc three times a 
day, and patient progressed to a rapid and permanent. 
I restoration of health. 

j The points of interest in such a ca-'ft ccnlcT in its 
beginning with a pronounced rldll followed by [.ain, 
first in the region supplied l)y tiie int -rual and ex- 
ternal thoracic nerves, from thence ^'radually spread^ 
ing to the shouMi-r Mid www . ilic riii-t:ike in diag- 
nosis, which continued after the eruption of herpes 
and Other signs of a neuritis were developed; the 
subseqnent pro^rc>s nf tfii; casi* after its iru'- rhnrac- 
ter had been determined and the nearly perfect state 
of restoration after so many weeks of misguided 
suffering. Not only is the history i f Mu h a ciise 
instructive, but it admonishes us all to caution 
against mailing a statement of our diagnosis to» 
early in a ense nut perfectly pl nn, and In which no 
detriment cau occur by withholding our opiiiioa for 
the present, instead of attempting 'to iteem wise- 
by gratifying our patrons Ix fore mne for a mature 
judgment can lie formed. Careful retiection and 
more study will save us many an anxious hour and 
mucb repatatiott, otherwhie carolemly lost. 



.1 The Bicycle— Its Advantages as a Meana of 
I Loceuiotion Adapted to the use of Phyei- 
j cUna, ete. 

a 

BV O. B. CORBIK, M. D., AT. tOVOI^, UlCB. 

A dozen e,r lifteen years a^'o the "iwo-whrol velo 
<;ipt'de,' propeUeil by cnink action, was introduced 
into America fn>m Europe. Pur a short time it 
I awakened imidi interest, but the idea of its being a 
real substaniiui aid to locomoiiuu was soon abau- 
doned. and its uae was snrrendeted to chiMreii, aa a. 
mere toy. 
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This judfrment was just, for tlie position upon \hv 
machine, with the IkmIv creel and the K-gs extended 
borizoMtally fnrvMtrd, mnd<' il.s propulsion luborioiiH. 

From Uiia criute beginaiug has la-un cuatilructed 
the hicyde, so amnged as U> sn^tnia tbe weight of 
of tli<> ridfT fmt «li:rlilly posterior to tlic axle of ihv 
front wheel, whu.-li posse»s«ji a radiutt but little 1cj-« 
tban tbe length of the \et^ of the rider. In this erect 
po'jition nio^t lA tin- wcl^lit of tlin tiD'ly ran i-.i~i!y 
bf traDbmitlcd to the crauks for the purpose uf pro- 
pulsiion. 

If aJ' the wi-igUt wore sustain* il hy the feet, and 
thereby trausmillc\l tu thu cranks, it would require 
no more muscular exertion tliao would walking with 
the feet eqiiaily wiJe !ii>;irt. ft ^^i^Ta^l(■o uf (en or 
twelve inches. The expt'odilurc of such ua amount 
of power, however, is never required for its propul- 
sion, execpting in the act of climbing hills, or 
wading through sand or nnid. 

On smooth, hard, level road*, two-thirds of the 
wt'i^^ht of ilif rider may rest eusily upon the saddle, 
and llio olhcr third uliLTn.i'iDij fiotil one pedal to the 
otiu^r will rotitltj the wheel with eaM* and speed. 
Onc'third of the weight of ttte body thrown upon 
one foot while dc<«fri!)in',' on" htilf of 5hf! circumffr 
eoce of a circle ten or twelve inches in diameter, will 
propel tbe Tehicle and convey the rider to tbe dit- 
tanre of one-half the ( irrumfi rcnce of the larger 
wheel. On a r)4-iuch wheel, the average lixe rid> 
dra. this slight effort will convey the rider a dis 
tanceof about seven fct-i. In oihi-r wonh, thnisiing 
the foot through a space of from ten to fourtoea 
Inches, with a power wfBeleDt to susiidD only one- 
third the weight of the bo<ly. will convey the 
rider a greater distance than will three full »teps of 
a pedcHtrian while sustaining the entire weight of 
the body. 

This theoretical view is confirtntHl by ncttinl ex- 
perience. On good roads I can ride tii>- bicycle ten 
miles in less lime and with iesM exertion tban are re- 
quired for m(» to Wfdk tlirce iiiilcs Thut nml>ititnif? 
young riders cover from ttfty to one hundred miles 
daily, for many days in suocession, m undeniable. 
That a light, grarofu! %'rhiclc, posscssiufr sucli a«l- 
vautages, can and will become a uiseful aid to physi- 
ehins IB a means of locomotioo. can scarcely admit 
of a doubt. 

This in no way implies that humaa muscle is lo 
be substituted for "horse flesh.*' 

The exercise of a short ride in an easy carriage is 
only pua<4ivc. Notwithstanding the lung daily rides 
of many physicians are ]abon<>u«; the weariness is 
produced by a long eontiau<>d series of concussions 

and o^icillalions that do not iutiate the lungs, expand 
the chest and exercise the inusclcii to the best advau 
lage. 

In this condition, b ith pleasure nnd re«f mny 
secured hy a thirty or sixty minutu-i ride upon the 
bicycle, and ii mjiy just &x well be taken in visiting 
patients aa otiierwi»e. Physicians, denti.sts, and 
otlien who are confined closely in offices, scIkhiI 
raomst csounting rooBMi. etc.. will find the bicycle a 
veiy faseinathv and beneflelat mmna of ewreiae. 
Ita aktllfttl tise can be speedily and easily acquired. 



I 

; Its use ro(|uir(>s ju-t enough attention to divert the 
i mind from the excessive strain of business, and this 

is no smnll point gained. 
I With mo«l per.»oDs it can be sutlicienlly used with 
, out Interfering with regular hours of business. 
\ Its us(; intlHTt - ihc liiugs. ex|>ands the rl>>^t ex- 
j erciscs, develops and streagtheus every mu^le in 
I the body. 

To til )-e who (if nny such there be' imadnc that 
bicycle riding dnea not fully coni[>ort with the dig- 

I nity of their stations. I would sui:cest that whatever 
in the way of grtrh. vehitrl >, in*trumc:.ts, or appli- 

I anoes is most appropriate for the occasion ; whatever 

' will most effectually and eafttly accomplish any 
worthy object sought, is entirely' justiti.ible, and 

; C4in, by no possibility, detract from merited dii,niity. 

I Concerning the bicycle. I do not speak from 
theory alone. I was half a aeotury old before I 
ever mounted one nnti am now ridin'_' mine for the 

; third scasou. and with much individual benelll. I 
have ridden my bicycle with ease and piearare. 
twenty five miles in nn :ift( rnc»ou, over our country 
roads, which are not the best, making several pro- 
fessional calls during the time. 
To niy professional brethren I would tay, test the 

I wheel for yountelvcs. 



j A Novel rterine Supporter. 

! UOLMAS S. Ul.Ml'UltEV, M. O., JANKBVILLB. WIS 

I 4 Amyli 

Saoch. alb Sh Jj. 

Finely pulv. chloride of so<liurn . 3 j 
M. Triturate thoroughly and put in a bottle. 
I oork tightly. 

With the patient |>iai i d in ;i good light, icplaco tbe 
uterus and introduce a long glass speculum of an 
large a diameter as can ea-ily be used; then wiih a 
spatula place one or two drachma of the powder 
with'H tin* sfx'fuliun. and. n-»?!iga potton swah, carrv 
the powder up and pack Douglas cul de s.ic and alt 
around the neck of the uterus with it. and as the 
spccultim is .slowly wiihdrawn -(aK-ti the fntire 
mucous membrane of the vagina. VUU will eSec- 
lualiy prevent th«i uterus from descending Ihrougli 
the vugiuH, and gives wondciTuI ■■upporl to the 

I vaginal walls; aids in curing leucorrhoso, and last, 

I but not least, is an effectual bar to intercourse, and 
thu- Would lK'e(»ine a great boon to many sufTering 

j women if generally used Ordinarily the operation 
»honld be repeated twice weekly, but if there is pro- 

I fuse leucorrbo>a it mu<t be done oftener, and befori- 
applying, the vagina should be well cleansed with 
syrinkte and warm soap suil^^. I have used this 
powder a great many liim •> lUtnng the post taiycMS. 
aud find ii not only the best uterine supporter in 
prolapsed conditions, but also a direct tonic to lite dc;- 
bili;ated structures as well. The combtaation em- 

, lK)di('> within itself nearly alt the cnnstittient-; of lii.- 

i tissue, aud hence cannot become detrimental by re 
maining several days within the vigina; the chloride, 
also, pteveating decrnnposition. 
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AjfBftiCAH Mbdical AflsociATios.— The general 
leasloii of the assoeffttion met, in pdnttBnce of the 
adjourament at the close of Preaideot Atlee's ad- 
dress (a synopsis u( which we gave in our laat) at 
9:80 on the morning of the 6th inst. 

Dr. F. Pratt, of Michigan, called up a motion, 
made at last year's meeting, lo amend th by laws so 
&s tu restrict the choice of officers to members 
actaally present at the meeting at whtoh tbe election 
is held. This proposed amendment wa<? further 
amended so as to bare the restriction to apply only 
to pieddent, Tloe.i)nddent, dtairmaa and aecre- 
taries of sertfoTT^, the aRsistnnt secretarj', the chair- 
man of the committee of arrangements and tbe 
Jndiefal Oomell. As thue amended the motion to 
•mend was adopted. 

Dr. S. D. Gross offered a paper signed by Drs. 
Austin Flint, Oliver Wendell Holmes and himself, 
in which the members of the Association were urged 
to impress upon their senators and representatives 
io Oragress the necessity of a flre-proof building for 
thapraeervation of the national medical library and 
museum at Washington, und the further necessity 
of an nnnuiil appropriation uf $10,000 for the library, 
15.000 for the mnaeum and additional sum tot tkie 
index cHtalogue. 

Dr. U. A. Johnson presented a preamble and re. 
sohittolu emhodying the sentiments of the paperand 
they were on motion adopted. 

Dr. N. S. Davis then r^ his report as chairman 
of the Boatd of Trustees Imving in chait^e the con* 
eiderHtion of thequestloQ of Journalizing tbe tran- 
sactions. He repMted in fevor of the esublishment 
ofajoomal to he known as The Journal of the 
American Medicul Association. Tlie plan contem- 
plates a 32 pp. weekly wliich shall be issued at $5,00 
aysar. In aaiwer to drailaia sent out, 2,100 suh* 



Bcrlptions have been plodg^ and the number is ex- 
pected to teach 8,800. whldi will create a revenue 

of $12,500 It is estimated that $5,000 can be 
realized from advertisements, thus swelling the in- 
come to $17,900. Out of this amount the printing 

($8,000) and editorial expenses ($6,000) are tm be 
paid, thus leavinti; :f:t,.'jW profit. On this favorable 
showing the journal was on motiuu ordered to be 
established. 

Dr. McMurtry, secretary of the Board of Trusted, 
reported that that body had selected Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, of Chicago, as edlto^ln•chief, and the 
selected was endorsed by the Associaton. 

l>r. Davis in acknowledging his acceptance of the 
podtion of editor of tlie new Joumal, requested the 
forbearanee of the Associatioti in hi^ in '-iible short- 
comings. He would devote himself with faithful- 
ness to his duties, but the profession must not too 
soon expect a journal which would rival the British 
Medical Journal, which, it must be remembered, is 
the work of years. He announced that the first 
number would be issued in July. 

Dr. Davis, in consequence of his election t« the 
editonthip, resigned his position on tbe Board of 
Trustees. He resignation increased the vacancies 
on tlie Rtiard to four, and Drs. G. O. Hooper, of 
ArkauiMis; Aloazo Garcelon, of Maine; L. 8. 
McMurtry. of I^tttcky; and J. M. HolUster, of 
Illinois, were chosen to fill tlicm. 

A clause having been added to the ordi- 
nary slip contalnlog their addresses and the 
society which they represent, which delegates 
sign to secure their seats, wtuch bad the 
elfect of causing them, nolmt wbnu, to renew 
their fealty to tbe Code of Ethics, there was con.sid- 
erable dissatlstaction expressed at tbe action. Dr. 
Davis, therefwe, stated thai be had been instructed 
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by the Judicial Council to say that that body as 
snmed all reflpoasibllity for the addition of the 
clause. This generoui MBUHiptioD WM ncdved 
with applause. 

Dr. J. H. Holli8t«r, of Illinois, Chairman of the 
Section on Practical MMliciiie, then read his ad- 
dicM. Ha declared that prognaa in nadicine de- 
pended, on the exercise of pure reason which can 
never defer to faith and can expect no such aid from 
nrdatlan as najr eanae it to walk with a wisdom 
not its own. Tt is so mtich th(' creature of mental 
and material forces which are iuterchangeable, in- 
terdapendent and inaapamble, tbat reaaoo la com- 
pelled to thread her way with steps .^low and nncer- 
tain, sometimes in truth, ofitimes in error, ever 
painty oonaeioaa of her weakntM and oftlie mys- 
teries which confront on every 'lide The absence 
of full positive knowledge has prevented the re- 
atraiui of the fancies and credoUtlea wltbla iU fold, 
and as a oonsequenoe^ apaculations have been piled 
mountain high by one generation but to disappear 
in another like chaff before the driving wind. 
Bat fben liave been left after these thorooglk win- 
nnwin?- <Jon(' golden truHiHi and the treasure-house 
is iKjing slowly but surely enriched by the gamer- 
ings of the a|^ 

He complimented the profession on the growing 
number of origidal workers, and on the consequent 
improved quality of the Uteratiure of flie pfofeiaien. 
He declaRul that probably no year in the history 
of medicine bad witnessed as much original work as 
had the year jolt ended or aeeo a better periodical 
literature. 

■ In referring to the labors of Koch, he maintained 
that while the tubercle bacillus undoubtedly existed, 
the qneatioa whether it was an effect or a cau.se of 
tuberculosis, still remained unsettled, and that it 
will continue to so remain until a means is di&cov- 
end of deatroylng it without tnjuiy to the tiasum. 

Tie called on the profession to take some action 
looking toward a restoration of the evils which at- 
tend the aale of proprietaiy medidnea, and auggnated 
a somewhat doctrinaire moOiod of ridding the 
country of this curse. 

Ue touched pointedly on the evfla of a combina- 
tion of the teadier and examining power in our c<il 
leges, and suggested the creation of a central 
bureau to whom should be relegated the examining 
tnd Uceosing power. 

The address was in the maitj pithy and practical. 

Dr. J. K. Bartletl, of Wiscousiu. Chairman of the 
fleeti<|w on Obstetrics and DiaeaaeB of Women, not 
being in attendance, his address was read for him 
by Dr. Senn, of Milwaukee. He criticized £m- 
mett'a operation as a routine proeadare. atating that 
experience ha*^ ^^hown that undue importance has 
been attached to the lesion which it is deatgned to 
overcome, and that It falls to uniformly work the 
relief contemplated. A more definite umlerstanding 
of the conditions requiring its performance is de- 
manded. 

Of Battey's tiperation. he said that mi t if the 
{ndioatiooa which have been claimed to warrant it. 



are now generally admitted. There is still gome 
diversity of opinion concerning its value in epilepsy, 
hystero-epilepsy and mania, seemingly dependant 
on or associated with ovarian troubles. 

He discussed t!i'> employment of f le< triclty as a 
means of destroying the foetus in extra uterine preg- 
nhney and Uhiabraled Ita value by the report of sev- 
eral cases. 

In regard to transfusion in post-partum tuemor- 
rhage he liad oendnded that while It ia thoovettcally 

valuable it is practically unsatisfactory. He related 
cases in which milk and saline solutions bad been 
employed instead ef Mood, with benefit, 

On the whole, he believed that more harm than 
good wa.5 being done by the use of the obstetric for- 
ceps, lie referred with keen sarcasm to the ingcu 
uity of man in devising meohanloal oontriTances for 
the emptying of the human ittertis, and would not 
be surprised at any time to hear of the introduction 
of a one-hone eleebo-motor power, ao arranged as 
to do the pulling, and thus save the obstetrician ns 
well as the mother any exertion. 

He gave hiavwn experience In the use <rf ogot ia 
lalKir. He had employcfi ;t for many ye^rs where 
the second stage was retarded by insufficient* con- 
tractions and where no pelvic obstacle existed, and 
he regards It as a valoalile iwoaroe and devoid of 
danger in such cases. 

Hfs opinion of anwtlietiea in labor mi^ be 
ferred fronutite statement with which he concluded 
his reference to this subject. If an anaesthetic ever 
produced post partum haemorrhage, injury to tlie 
child, or other than beneficial results, experianca 
tells us it must be due to the impurity of the anfcs- 
tbetic employed, or to w^aui of that experience aad 
discretion which ia neoeaaaiy not only here but in 
the use of all thcrnpentic measnrea employed for the 
relief of hutnan suffering. 

Dr. Bartlett eondnded Ida eminently able paper 
with a pled ' r L-rrnter attention to constitutional 
treatment in pelvic disease than is fashionable in 
these days of rampant spedsiUsm. "No one,** he 
said, "who has not received thorough training in 
general medicine, and has not tested, confirmed and 
enlarged his natural tbengbt through many years of 
general practice, is fitted for a specialist. When 
medical gynecology ic thus studied and practiced, 
aided by larger general, local, therapeutic and hy- 
gienic rewiurces. which such research in time will 
develop, the clearer and surer will be the diagnosis 
which the future will bring, and the time will come 
when ihe present brilliant triumphs of Uie surgical 
gynecoiogi!;t will grow pnle before the adilevementa 
of his mediaal co-worlter." 
The address waa received with great applause. 
Dr. Toucr presented his report on necrology, nnd 
the general session adjourned till the following day. 

THtmsPAv, .TrsF. Itu. 
The meeting opened at U:ctO a. h. by the reading 
of a seriptntal lesson and a prayw the Rev. 

N. S. Rulison. 
Hie secretary announced ttiat the president had 
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appointed r-ertjtin gcatlemen as delegates to the 
British Medical AHOcUition mod Other acientiflc 
bodies in Europe. 

Dr. Keller, of Arkeiues, ceUed up an amendment 
to the b}- laws offered by him l!i-«t rear, giving; 
power to the associatioD, ihroifgh the committee on 
nominatioaa, (o fix the ttow and place of mefllinga. 
and raored its adoption Th*- m otioa WM teoonded 
and the ameadmeat was adopted. 

Dr. D. H. Btdielor, of Rhode ItUmd, offend the 
follow lug: 

IVkereat, Iq (be oploion of Ibis associatioa the 
laws of almost every state are too lax io regard to 
the sale of toxical agents, by which euladal deaths 
are made easy; therefore, 

Hf.**frf'il aii'l rated. That there be appointed by 
the preside D I oat> or more persoDS or members from 
each of the states, who shall be members of this 
aMociatloo, to ooafer with the iMtslatare of each 
of the atatea. by petttion orotberwlte^ for the enact- 
ment of more stringont lawa 1o relation to the ule 

of all toxical agents. 

The resolution was unanimou.sly adopted 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Foa. 
tcr Pratt, of Michigan: 

IU*>Ac^, That the labors of Dr. William Parr, of 
JCogiaad (receotlT deoeaaed). ia the oisaaiaatiOD, 
danlflcatloo. and compilation of Tital ■tatistlcs— 
labors begiin in t838. and afterward perseveringly, 
wisely, and ably continued by him for nearly half'a 
century— are re(^)'_'-uiz('d by the medual profession 
of the United States as an endiuiog moaumeol to 
his ability and learning as a pby«lciaQ: as the real 
initiayoa and fottodation of our own aanltary work; 
and as a perpetmal litcedng to preeent to fotore 
generations of our uni^'prsal bTim tnily. etiiitling his 
name and farfic to stand with liiat of tlie irrrat men 
whof>e genivi>< and lalmr-j liave rcMilti'd in iH'neficin! 
rBTolutioDS of the medical, fiursical, and sanitary 
thought and aetlvltiee of the civillied world. 

The resobniofi as read was adopted. 

Dr. S. D. QrosA, of PeuoMylvaaia, offered a pre- 
amble and reeolutioD arguing the valuK of nunlog. 
and pit '!_ I i Ibc a.'tsiK'iation to the iMicourugemeut 
of trainioi; ssctiooU U r ourses. A-doptcd. 

Dr. Waiti'r Hay. of Illinois, offered a risolution 
providing fur the formation of a special M:ction in 
psychological medicine. Laid over uodvr the rules 
for one year. 

Dr. N. B. Daeb, of Illinois, next presented the 
report of the stundint; (:i>mniittf'f' nn at iiiO'«pIieri<' 
ur meteorulo.:icai coudiiions and their reialiuu-^ to 
pretalence of acute diseases. 

Dr ll 'cd of Io-.v;i offered a resolution exteitdini; 
the sympathy of the association t4> the wife and fam- 
ily or Dr. J. C. Hubbard, of Aflhiabula. Ohio, who 
died while In attendance upon the meeting. It was 
adopted. 

Dr. Pollak. of St. Loola, at the mqueet of the St. 

Louis Medical Society, offered the following: 

A code of ethics U considered esscntml for such 
an organization as the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and la equal In importance to the written law 
of a comtTinnirv Association.^ and conitnunilies 
can only be ruied by laws which arc made for them- 
aetvee and by themaelna. But ihe best laws became 



oppressive and inoperative when the condlUons 
changed which called for their enactment. 

A revision and change of such laws becomes then 
imperatlTe, as is so frequently iastancetl by the 
changes of the Constitution of the United States, 
and of that of every state in the Union. Muidcipal 
and corporation chnrteia an twanged by the will of 
the ^'overnment. which detotfirte that power to t&etr 
representatives. 

The code of ethics haa an extstenee coeval with 
the ur^»-anization of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. It was absolutely Decessary then, and it can 
not be entirely dispensed with now. Bat in thirty^ 
four years this country has presented so many 
phases in its development and progress that new 
laws are being constantly enacted, and old laws are 
repealed or modified to suit the nqnlrementi of the 
times. 

The code has accomplished all it woa designed it 
should, but at present many of Its fealnns are 
obsolete, and not adaj)led to our wants. The neces- 
sity of an early revision is very apparent, is loudly 
called for In sil parte of our land, and can not be n* 
pre!t8ed much longer. The .\merlcan Medical Asso- 
ciation alone has the right and the power to order a 
rcTision: all other medical organiutions in aAlia* 
tion with it can only respectfully ask for it. The 
time has come when the loud and very soon univer- 
sal call should be heeded. The exeitement and the 
evil couHiequetices of a schism can be easily averted 
now, and harmony and fraternal feeling may once 
more be restored among the niembers of the medi- 
cal profesaion. Therefore 

Re$oiKd, first, That the American Medical Asso- 
ciation be respectfully requested to appoint a com- 
mittee of one nieniber from each stale for the pur- 
pose of taking into consideration the propriety and 
advisabilitv of a revision of the code of ethics, and 
te report tnereon at the meeting of 1684. 

Steond. That the committee he authorized to pre- 
pare a code of ethics which in their view will meet 
the wishes uf the profession, and submit 'the same to 
the meeting of 1884. 

This was tabled under the rule for one year. 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, of Michigan, offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Re^olwl, That all papers to lie rend before the 
different sections shall, before their reading, have 
the approval of the chairman of the same. 

Dr. Kfiler moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. Carried. 

Dr W. F. Peck, of Iowa, chairman of the sec- 
tion on surgery and anatomy, delivered his address. 
He said that in reporting upon the progress made 
in surgical science It Is lecogmzed that many theo- 
ricH are nf present announced as facts which, when 
experience and demoastnition shall have thoroughly 
tested them, may be eliminated, perhaps to reappear 
when the cycle of professional experience sgain 
compk'tvs its revolution. 

Since Oohnhdm gave to the profession, in a com- 
plete and formulated manner, the character and 
importance of the coloriess corpuscle in pathological 
changes, strenttoiis cflforts have been put forth by 
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Pasteur, Koch, aad otbera to unfold the iniporuioce 
of the tMeteiifl] genna whieh, aooording to demon* 

strationB by Oliver nnd others, haw a tiorni il »>xiBt- : 
ence io the blood, tbe lympb, and the tisaues of the ! 
body. The sorgeoo ts nraeh tatereeted tn these Id- | 
ve9tigaljnn<;, hecausc of the important statements i 
made by eminent teachers concerning the origin aod 
mtora of some fonnt of aitleiilar diaeaae. alio the 
peculiar degeneration which takes place in bone 
and graodular structures. The interest doea not 
stop with these tissues, for underneath it all the 
giann theory, which is thought b\' many excellent 
men to dtnil with the prcHU'sl of all causes for cn- 
gcndcriDg infectious iotiammatioos, pyasmia. sepli- 
casmia, abscess, gangrene, etc., receives • support 
which, if siislatned. will tend to ci'Pe new and more 
efficient reasons for the use of antisepticism iu prac- 
ttoe. It can not be adinlttod thai pnettesl suigery 
baa thus fsr been directly beneflled by Koeh's 

Tbe eonditioo of tin problem of tbe msugemeBt 

of wounds and other pathological processes by 
means of the so-called antiseptic methods suggests a 
move in the direction of greater confidence in tbe 
details of ojierative procedure, and .scrupulous at- 
tention to extreme cleaoUa^ in the miautiffi of j 
practioe. "Within the year tbe antiseptic methods 
of wound manipulation have been regarded as em- 
bracing the spray, tbe fixed and intimate relations 
of fresh surfaces, rest, pure air surroundings, and, 
when practicable, drainage. While it is admitted 
that most of the leading surjjeons of England are 
thoroughly wedded to the aiitist-pLic treatment of i 
woonds, dien an to be found not a Um azoellent ] 
teachers who reverently believe that nature, under \ 
wise assistance from the surgeon, will do more to 
aave life and Hub than the surgeon ean do who de- 
pends upon strict antlsopticism. 

It is apparent that the "lost art of blood-letting" 
in the treatment of InHammatlon ts being reclaimed, 
and that it.s induction into a legitimate position 
among other remedies of conceded value is fast 
taking place. 

The paper continued with a discussion of the { 
status of the operations of gastrotomy. laparotomy, 
nephrorrliaphy, etc. It was an admirable resume 
of the protn'css of the post year. 

The address by tlie chairniau of the section on 
btate Mediciue, Dr. Foster I'rutt, of Michigan, fol- 
lowed. The speaker made brief reference to tbe 
various topics assigned to his section, statinp that 
psychology, insanity, m^tcal jurisprudence, and 
nodical expert evidence had each received during 
the year the attention to which they were severally 
entitled, adding that there iiad been no noteworthy 
advance In any of them, and asking the qnestion, 
which wa.s tiuggested by recent patliological inqui- 
ries. What, if anthing, may be done by systematic 
effort to prevent insanityr Ifo further stated that 
expert medical testimony occupied an uncomfortable 
and undignified relation to American law and prac- 
tice, for whiob at present there did not seem to be 
any hope of vaUa^ aad sngieitad that, whan our 



law of trials permitted courts to determine who 
were experts, aad call them to testify for sdenoe, 

relicvTcg them from the apprrirnnee of testifying 
for one side or tbe other, their evidence would com- 
mand, more thoroughly than now, the reepeot aad 
confidence of rourt.s, juries, the parlies, and the 
people. He proposed to apply some other term to 
his section than state medicine, as the present term 
required elaborate explanation, adding that, perhaps, 
by calling it the section of public health, its nature 
would be more clearly defined; but names, titles, 
and designations, whether fortunate or unfortnnnt^ 
had not prevented, and would not prevent, the pro- 
gress of this latest mMiuieulatioQ uf medical philan- 
thropy. 

The speaker referred to the recent discoveries of 
the tubercle bacillus and lo tlte evidence produced, 
that it was tbe specific germ by which tubercular 
phthisis was produced and might be transmitted, 
and, in closing, said we seemed, indeed, to be on 
the ev» frf great discoveries in sstiolegy and patho- 
logy which without doubt must greatly Increase our 
practical knowledge and improve our treatment of 
many important maladies. As medical practitioners, 
if we could not individually help to hasten the an- 
ticipated result, we could help lo swell the multi* 
tude who were aaitoualy walthig fbr It. But aa 
medico-legal sanitarians, impatiently waitihg for 
newly and firmly established truth, on which to 
build improved hygienic and sanitary methods, we, 
metaphorically, ii< I i ur breath. 

During the reading of thi^ paper the QMaker WIS 
frequently iuterruplud with applause. 

The treasurer. Dr. Richwd J. Dunglison, of 
Pennsylvania, submitted his report, showing a bal- 
ance on liaad of f The report was accepted. 

The librarian. Dr. 0. H. A. Kleinadimldt. of ttie 
District of ('olumbia, reported that the whole num- 
number of volumes and pamphlets in the library of 
the association was 5,71i. and recommended that 
home and foreign exchanges be requested tn con- 
tribute their publications; and, further, that a hun- 
dred dolUi* be placed at bis disposal for die purpose 
of replacing the blDding of books. This report wan 
also accepted. 

The committee on nominations then reported the 
following: President. Austin Flint, Sr., of New 
York; vice-presidents, K. A. Kinlock, of South 
Carolina; T. B. Lester, of Missouri; A. L. (iikon, 
of the navy; 8. C. Gordon, of Maine; treasurer, 
R. J. Dungliv)n, of Pennsylvania; librarian, C. H. 
A. Klemschmidt, of tbe District of Columbia. The 
pla<% of meeting for 1684. Washington, on the first 
Tu^day of May. 

The names of the chairman and secretaries of 
the various aectlona were then read as followa: 
Practice of Medicine— Chairman, J. V. Shoemaker, 
of Pennsylvania; secretary, W. 0. Wile, of Con- 
necticut Obstetrics aad Diseases of Wbmea-~ 
Chairman, T. A. Ileamy, of Ohio; secretary, J. T. 
Jeliu, of Aritansas. Surgery and Anatomy — Chair- 
num. C: D. Farkes, of Itlinda; nontary, H. O 
Walker, of Miehlgaa. Ophthalmolecy. Otolocy 
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and Laryngology — Chairman, J. J. Cblsholtn, of 
Jfarylaod; sw»«tary, Thompsoo« of Indiana. Dis- 
eiMsof Cblldren— Chairman, WllliAtn Lee. of Mary- 
land; secretary, W. R. Tipton, of X a ^Ttxio©. 
Dental and Onil Surgery — Cbairmftn, T W. liropby, 
of Illinois; secretary, John S. Marshall, of Illinois. 
BteteHedletne— ChAbman, D. J. Roberts, of Ten- 
nessee; socrptary, Franzoni, of the District of Colum- 
bia. The committee on Btatc Medicine consists of 
ona member from each state of the Uoloo, as fol- 
lows: Alabama, Jerome Cothran; Arkansas, J. J. 
McAliDoat; Calif oraim, W. F. HcDermott; Colorado. 
Charles Dennisoo; Cbimeettcttt^ G. W. Chomberlaltt; 
DakoU Territory, J, B. Van Nelsor; Oeorf^ia, J. P. 
Logan; Illinois, O. C. De Wolf j Indiana. Greorge 
Sattoo; Iowa, W. 8. Bobertson; Kansas, D. W. 
Stormont; Kentucky, J. P. Thomson; Louisiana, 8. 
0. Chains; Maine.' 8. H. Weeks; Maryland. John 
Iforris; Massachusetts, H. I. Bowditch; Michigan, 
F. K. Owen; Minnesota. C. N. Hewitt; New Mexi- 
co, M. M. Millir^an: Distrir-tof rolumbia, S. Towns- 
bend; Deleware, L. P. Bu.sli; Origon, H. Ctirpenlcr, 
Mi>f:>iS8ippi, H. H. Qaull ; Missouri, Lester Hall; 
Nebraska, L. B. Larsh; New York, K. M. Moorp; 
New Jersey, Ezra M. Uuut ; North Carolina, James 
McEee; Ohio, T. L. Neal; Pennsylvania, B. J. 
• Dunglison; Rhode Island, C. H. Fisher; Tennessee, 
0. C. Fite; Texas, Thomas C. Wooten; Vermont, 
8. W. Tbay»r;yirginia, J. L. Oabetl; West TlfRliiia, 
Moffit; Wisconsin. J. T. Reeve; the Army, J. R. 
Smith; the N^vy, J. M. Brown; the Marine Hoe- 
pttal Service. P. H Bdlhodie: South OaroUoa, 
Manning Simmons. 

Dr. Didama, of New York, a member of the 
nominating committee, read a letter from the 
president elect, in which he accepted tlie election. 

The secretary read a letter from Dr. .V. L. Gihon, 
of the navy, which slated that be wiis a firm be 
Uever in the code of ethics in all its parts. 

President Atlee here tendered his thanks to the 
ladies for the beautiful basket of tlowura sent him 



Fitu>A,Y, June (Jth. 
AModotion called to onier at 9:80 a. k. by the 

piresident. Prayer by Rev, C. T. Collins. 

Amendment providing for representation from 
Medical Bureau Untted States IndloB Servos was 
laid upon the table. 

Dr. Toner withdrew his proposed amendment that 
the ofBce of permanent secretary be vacated. 

Theprop osni amendment to allow the chairmen 
and secretarietk of sections to add earnest workers, 
and that the librarian be made a permanent officer, 
fras laid upon the table. 

The proposed amendment to allow permanent 
memt>ers to vole gave rise to discussion, and finally 
tte whole sobjeet was lodellnltely poslponed. 

Dr. Davis, from the judicial council, reported that 
the petition of D. W. Day be returned, with leave 
to supplement the paper with a written statement of 
the character of the new evidence he proposed to in- 
troduce. Further, that in the case of D. H. Qood- 
Willie, of New Toik, Um ooondl dedaed, that his 



registration be esaoelled, and tiia annual does be 

returned. 

Dr. TurnbuU offered a resoluUoa that the leglsla- 
tore of each state be petitioned to pass laws requir- 
ing nvilr'Difi employees to be examined regarding 
their heariug before taking charge of any railroad 
train. Referred to section on otology. 

Dr. Pratt offered a resolution, that being im- 
pressed with the importance of the Parliamentary 
Bilto Committee of the British Medical Association, 
the American Medtml \s.socfntinn urge upon Con> 
gress the subject of competent medical sanitary ser- 
vice on board all traosatlantio ocean vessels; tiiat a 

committee of five be api)oinled to report Ott the SUb* 
Ject at the next session. Adopted. 

Dr. Bell, af New Yoric, offered a resolution that 
all papers hereafter offered, except the address of 
the president and the chairmen of sections, shall be 
first referred to the trustees of the Journal for classi- 
fication and appropriate reference. This gave rise 
to dii?cu.*sion, and finally wa.s tabled. 

The president auuouucod as the committee to fur- 
ther Dr. Prati's rt^lution. DiB. Bell, Oibson, Maivgr. 
Quiniby and H. H. Smith. 

Dr. Brodie moved resolutions of respect to the 
mem<»7 and bbor of the late Oenerai J. K. Banes. 
Adopted. 

Dr. Keller offered a resolution that in the near 
future cremation wUl beoome a aeoessit7 in huge 

cities and populous district-s in the country, and 
asked that it be referred to the section on hygiene. 
Carried. 

The president appointed the following delegates 
to the Canadian Medical Association: Drs. W. 
Brodie and H. O. Walker. 

Dr. Toner moved the thanks of the association to 
the secretHry and treasurer for the efficient and satis 
factory manuer in which they have discharged their 
duties. Adopted. 

Dr. Blount, chairman of tlie Section on Diseases 
of Children, was granted the privilege of submitting 
his addrem without reading. 

Dr. Qnlmby offered the usual rraolution of thanks 
to the committee of arrangements and citizens of 
Clevehmd for thdr entertalamenta. whidi was tm- 
animously adopted. 

The president invited the vice-presidents elect to 
the platform, made a few raraorlts complimentary 
to the president elect, hsule the association an affec- 
tionate farewell, after which Dr. Lester, of Kansas 
City, second vlo&president, took the choir, and de> 
dared the association adjourned, to meet on the first 
Tutfdoy in May, 1881. at Washington, D. C. 



The following is condensed from an admirable 
synoptical report of the meetings of the various sec* 
ti(ma as given by tte Medical Record. 
aioTioir or pbactical mbdicine, matsbia msdioa, 

ANI> PHYSIOI.OOY. 

TUS8DA.T, June &tu — FutdT Day. 
Tlie section was called ta order at ttirsa o'clock p. 
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M. Dr. J. H. HoUuter. of Illinois, Chalrnuui. aod 
Dr. J. O. Lee, of Phfladelphia, Becietny. 

Dr. Robt. D. Murray, of the U. a Mwine Hos 
pital Service, presented a paper on 

TeUow Fecer.—Tyr. Murray being unavoidably ab- 
sent, his paper was read by Dr. P. W. Miller, of 
Chicago, also of the Marine lioflpital Service. The 
author advocated putting ilie pati^t at once to bed 
and giving a warm water bath. Mental tnnqulllity 
must bp oMuintd by whatever means. He laid 
empbaUc stress on absolute quiet of both body and 
mind. Theeymploma ehould be liented with the 
\i8ual remedies, but very cautiously. Diet must be 
light, ami after a few days tonic; to atop vomiting 
he employed chnreoal early end pboed n lltde ice In 
the patient's mouth. 

Dr. Campbell, of Augusta. Oa., advised blood- 
letting in yellow fever patients. The patfent ihoold 
also be thoroughly vomited with hoi water, 

The discussion which ensued was participated in 
by Dr. Elliott, of Pennsylvania, who put his pa- 
tients to bed immediately, but did not approve of 
bleeding them; Dr. Ikll, of New York, who coin- 
cided with Dr. Murray s treatment; Dr. Franklin, of 
Ohio depleted euch patients with calomel instead of 
the lancet; Dr. J B Hamilton, of the Marine 
Hospital Service, who advised strict quarantine. 

The eection then adjourned, to meet on Wednee- 
at 2:80 r. m. 

WmnMDAT. Jmnt 6th— fiwx>in> Day. 

The section was culled to order by the Obairman, 
Dr. Uollister. at 3 v. m. 

Dr. Thomas H. Reynolds, of Detroit, Mich., read 
a paper on 

The Aiitmntarjf CaiuU in Bronchitu and PlUlUm. 
—He argued that the abnormal condition of the 
alimentary canal and portal and luctenl systefus wfm 
often the predisposing cause of both acute and 
chronic affections In all parts of the respiratory ap- 
paratoa. Acute tracheo-bmnchitis was often ciiiise(i 
by exces.s in the dietary, with proporlioi ately in- 
complete waste elimination. In view of this fiact In 
such cases the treatment should be prompt evacua- 
tion of the bowels and restriction of the diet to a 
light liquid form. Necessary quiet and warmth of 
the surface should be maintained, bnt the atmo- 
sphere of the room should not be too warm. The 
cathartic, hot drinks and warm surface produc d a 
nvulskm of nervous energy from the indamed part 
to the bowels, kidneys, and skin. He deprecated 
the use of ordinary cough mixtures to the exclusion 
of this more rational treatment. ' Morphine, quinine, 
aoontte, and veratrum viride were the more usually 
appropriate remedies in the first stage, but did not 
equal ilie treatment without drugs to which be re- 
ferred. Derangement of the primte and .secundtt! 

still more causative of chronic broudiitis, and 
treatment should have reference to this fact. 

WlMU purulent, quinine was the best remedy in 
connection with the manaEcment pertaiuiuj? to in- 
gxistlou and elimination. It was not wise to press 
MiDiBlaiktB and strong qpuridmcnt when not readily 



digested. Clothing should be sufBdent but not ex- 
eetslve. A oemmon mistalm was wearing too much 
on the chest. He had a few times seen striking im- 
provements in expectoration in those going about 
from nmovlng two or three extra underriiirta and ft 
chamois leather lung protector miv^ical exercise, 
involving free use of the lungs, restored wonderfully 
their normal elasticity after an attwdt. It dissipated 
thickening and adhesions Just as continued free 
motion di5«»«ipat«d the thickening and adhesions from 
around a recently inflamed joint. Oatarrhal fibroid 
phthisis moat frequently were the result of n^lected 
chronic bronchitis and should be treated in much 
the same way, not by cod-liver oil or any other sup- 
poaed spedflc alone, esp^^ly If they interfered 
with dlge-Htion, hut quinine wa.** iisefu! in lowering 
the temperature and lessening the secretion of pus. 
The patient should ooltivate an outdoor life wiUi 
plenty of phyatosl exerdsa and wkolesone nentnl 
occupation. 

IJnder this regime digestion and tissae-bvdlding. 

soon went on properly, cuvities oft^-n healed, and re- 
covery became complete. Any region free from 
malaria or unwholesome emanations, with a tem- 
peiature permitting constant out door life, would 
an<;wcr for a resort Tubercular phtliisia bad some- 
times bctmcd to !« excited in those of tubercolar 
ftunily history by ueglected hrottcbi^ in those of 
constipated hulnt, and with creneral defective elim- 
ination, and who liveti au inactive in door life. In 
dyspepsia with constipation, and septic fermentation 
of the in£re?tn, it seemed pmhahle that the s<'i)tic 
product might be carried by the portal aud lacteal 
vessels directly to the eaptllarles of the lungs, and 
be tliere -ometime^^ auxili.iry in causing bronchitis 
and phthisis in any or all of their forms. 

Dr. W. P. Belfield. of Illinois, followed with % 
paper on "The Ge rm Theory of Disease, witli Mirro- 
Phoiograpiiic Illustrations." The paper was briefly 
discussed by Drs. Austin Flint, Jr., of New York 
City, and A. B. Palmer, of Ki\x\ Arbor. Mirhiiran. 

Dr. John V. Shoemaker, of PhihMlelphia, read a. 
very interesting paper on 

MeehaiUeiA Ibmsdfeo in (he Treatment of Skin 
J)iget»e».—T\xe9^ rfmediea were massage, comprea- 
sioD, blood-letting, incision, excision, enucleation, 
scooping, scraping, selons and cauteritation. 

The use of maasage in certain morbid conditions 
of the integument, when properly applied, is often 
followed wltti marked henefldal changes, and. at 
limes, with complete restoration of the part to its 
natural stale. Massage not only acta in this way 
locally, but by its indirect effect, when used gen- 
erally. will add tone and vigor to the entire system. 
Direct as well as indirect action of this powerfully 
mechanical remedy can thus be put Into execution, 
both for its local and If.seon'^tiluiional effect ii: many 
skin affections. Massage, if employed in its original 
I sense, would simply imply kneading. It has now a 
I wider aud more general use, and includes as well a 
' group of procetlure.s known as friction, pinching 
I manipulations, rolling, aud percussion of the dif- 
^ ferent external parts of the body. It can be doaa 
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with iha band or with the additiooal aid of some 
UMf mbstuiee, a coane lowd, ahidr mittm, m 

bnish It mnj be performed also b)' means of In- 
genious macMnes that are now perfected and ar- 
xttiifed for doing what th« most skillfnl manlpalatmr 
can do with h==i handfi. The first, and pcrhni s tlic 
most oommoa fonn of massage used in the treat* 
meot of dtln diMMM ia friction. Frietloii on ha 
employed upon the hitegument eitllAr by patiflHtB 
themaeivea or by a manipulator. 

In the diy form of seborrfaoea, particularly of the 
•eal^ttlMlin thiDQing and loaa of hair, frictional 
massage used with tncx^eralion stimulates and aug- 
ments the sluggish circulation, furthers al>aorption, 
and imparts tone and vigor to the acalp and hair. 
In indurated nrnr> and in glandular swclliugs it 
arouses the itciiviiy of the sluggiab auid choked-up 
abaorbent v«Meto, and tbut rdierea the glandalar 
eongcation, htuI t)ir ■^kin again becomes norm;;! in 
being soft, supple au4 elastic, and free from tliese 
lealona. It not only baa a local beoefldal Influeaoe 
upon the class of affections just named, hut likewise 
often removea or aaaiate in removing, when uaed 
over tbe tnink. many gastric and inteatlnal dHsoiden 
which very often keep up the cutaneous irritation. 
Tbis general effect of frictional massage he had wit- 
naased again and again, in relieving and curing con- 
sUpatioD and olhar functional d* ningementa, wbleh 
were very often ucllve factors in keeping up acne, 
rosacea, hyperidrosis, seborrhu i. urticaria and 
eczema. It was often efficacious in removing scars, 
and in ca.sea in which the pigment of the skin was 
either In excess or deticient iu quantity stimulating 
to renewed activity tbe abaorbenta. and aMirtiog 
again in restorin? the parts to thrtr natural state. 
Massage was an invaluable agent In certain neuroses, 
and capedally in neuralgia and perverted senslbility. 

Compression is a most importj.nt adjunct in the 
treatment of herpes, lierpea zoster, urticaria, furun 
cubir and glandnlar affections, erythema and eczema. 
In acute eczema if soothed muscular irritation, 
toned up the dilated capillaries and prevented the 
escape of serosHy Into tbe tlssnes. Again in suh. 
aeuta and chronic eczema it enabled the vcs^hcIs to 
remove poured out products, protected the denuded 
surface, and excluded the air, which wa.H very 
Stbnulating to inflamed and irritable parts^. and so 
moderated di8ea.«ed art inn The doctor hen showed 
a new woven gum-baDdu^c which hu hii» been using 
in place of ordinarir gum bandages, and spoke of its 
great advantage over the latter for making 'v^teui 
aUc compression in eczema and other skin allrctiuns. 
Id ebfonlc eczema of eitber the superior or Inferior 
extremity, the use of water or oil dressings and local 
medication, combined with systematic preasure with 
tbe bandage, would generally afford a mn«t excellent 
result. 

Ueferring to blood ieiiiog, be remarked that the 
abstraction of blood eitber as a local or general 
msasnre was one of the most powerful uiiti |ihlo|^is- 
tic remedies that could be resorted to in the treat- 
ment of skin diseases, it was both a speedy and 
effldent means of cembatting and arresting norUd 



changes of the integuments. It was especially ap- 
plicable in ofafwkle oondltioaB aflar modieiBal agentt 

had been exhausted in vain attempts to cure many 
eruptive diseases. Blood might be abstracted either 
toeelly from tbe capUlailes or geoenlly from a vein 

or an artery. In the treatment of cutaneous affec- 
tions by means of blood-lettmg, local depletion 
diotdd be used In the great majority of ceses, gen- 
eral blood-letting only being resorted to in very rare 
instances. Topical blood-letting might b« performed 
by puncturing, scarification and leeching. The doc- 
tor then dwelt upon the abstraction of bl(K)d in 
various di9ea«»e8, and exhibited his new dermatome 
and other appliances. Concluding, he spoke also of 
the great value of the other medhanleal means men* 
tioned. 

TntmiDAT, June Tib. 

The first paper wa9 by Dr. J. SoUs CdMD, of 
Philadelphia, on 
inw Stmmk l^vfftuuiU and ThmpttMa if 

Liri/rifital TahcrcuUm-g—V^hWc acknowledging the 
truth that the prognosis i.s always unfavorable in 
tnbiNSolosIa of the larynx, it may be maintained that 
it is less so m sone cases than in others. After 
citing several cases, he discussed a number of acute 
vftrielies occurring in his own practice. "I have 
reason to believe.'* si^d tbe speaker, "that the course 
of certain forms of tuberculosis of the larj'nx may- 
be retarded U) such an extent in occasional instances 
as to start tbe patient on tbe road to recovery." 
Dr. II. A. Martin, of Mii«!Sftchussct1s, spoke on 
Vaeanation ani Propagation of Vaccine Kir«t>.— 
He recommended physicians to procure from 
young heifer^, not because they are cher\per, but on 
account of their perfect health. The quantity of 
virus that can be taken from an animal varies very 
much. It can be used only once. He had intro- 
duceti animal vaccination in this country, and 
would like to see It succeed. He did not speak 
ag linst tbe use of vaccine from the arm of a patient, 
but thought it utterly impossible to secure the desired 
quantity of it. 

(CcndBncd to oyr next.) 



May 1 he PnoFBsaioN D£FV.PuBiiro SurmcBRTT 
— Tbis question Is. tn OUT opinion» a very timely 
one. Independence and flrmnenfi are commendable 
traits in a man, and are univeriuiily admired. They, 
however, merge Imperceptibly into obstinacy, than 
which there are few mental peculiarities more to be 
co'iUemoed or more universally detested When, 
therefore, the man who prides himself in bis flrm- 
iiess and Independence finds lilmsclf in bfid odor 
among bis fellows and on friendly' terms only with 
those whose Interests are surnerved (hroogb seeming 
friendship, he will, if he be lu.t a slave to and 
blinded by his fully, pr<u;lice a liule candid intro- 
spection and inquire into the cause of bis III repute, 
with a vie* to removiug it in so far as he may con- 
sistently with the higher staudanl of manhood. In 
this great school of experience some men learn its 
wholesome lessons sooner than others, and some 
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thm we wbo never leera tbeoL Hi who la the 

tno^t !\pt .scholar soonest becomes the beppiest man, 
aod tbo centre of good influence. 
W« beUeve flMn will be foand raej few who wlU 

pwk to controvert the above fttatement. May its 
application not be ext^ided from a siogle man to a 
body of meiit If wa, let it for the nonoe. extend to 
that body to whom tlu- medical profession (regular) 
of this countiy bare delegated the autbority and 
power to fix the atanderd of ethical propriety, to 
wit, the American Medical Association, or, more 
properly speaking, to its Judicial Council, that 
email committee of "firm and independent" men on 
whom the association iuis confarrad erhitrary power 
in all matters of ethics. We are oppressed with an 
overpowering sense of our impertinence in thus, 
eyen remotely, sugg^tiDgthepoaalUlltjrof f^libility 
in tlie fiats of this council; btit. even at tlie risk of 
iiaving the charge of Ishmaelitism again hurled at 
na by one <tf Ita number, we must continue obstinate 
enough to insist that infallibility is not an attri' ;te 
of human nature. We are pledged to obey thu man- 
dates of the Judldal Ciouncil. and shall prerwrve onr 
pledge inviolate as long as we remain a na'ml»eE of 
the regular profession, which, we trust, will be 
while Ufe lasto. This pledge, however, cwriea with 
it DO obligation to be silent under abuses. If it did. 
there are thousands in the ranks who are pitiently 
waiting and quietly working for reform, who would 
abaolTe themselves instanter. 

An answer to the question which heads these rp 
marks preauppoijcs the profeasiun to be h« une maa 
baTlng to do with the great public. No one among 
the public can gainful}' the firmness and indr petnl- 
ence of the profession as a whole, in the matter of 
obaervance of Che atandaid of etfaloa which It aet up 
pome forty years ago. No one, moreover, but will 
admire its faitlifaln^ to that standard. Is it 
net time; however, to lnquli« whether the 
almost universal condemnation and ritiicule which 
the public is aboweriog on that standard, does not 
anggest a neoeaalty for Itarevlaimi with a view to oon- 
forming it to the spirit of the age, with which spirit 
the expressions of public opinion show it to be in 
conflict? And does not the persistence of the 
American Medical Association in refusing to PS- 
cognize the public sentiment in matter, suggest 
a suspicion that its tirmaciis aud independence have 
dagenerated into obstinacy? 

As a sample of ihi- bitter and contemptuous com- 
meuis which the public press is making on certain 
actions of the late meeting, at Cleveland, we give 
the following from the New York Times: "The 
labors of tbe American Medical Association were 
crowned nt Its lloal aeadon by the expnhiion of Dr. 
Ooodwillic, of this city, upon the ex|)resfl ground 
that he adhered to tlie Code of Ethics of the New 
York State Society. In other words, a physician 
whose standing is not challenged in any other re- 
spect. 18 declared unworthy of professional associa 
dmi because he reserves the right to attend a patient 
in consultation with an 'irregular' physician of the 
pntlenVs own choosing, whenever, in his Jadgroent, 



any eneigency requires him to do lOw And this sa- 

servation is regarded as the violation of the cede of 
'ethics.' Tbe doctors who take this view would np* 
pear to be cmd blgoia if they did not pieaent so 
much more prominently the aspect of simple geese. 
This is not the spirit of a learned profession i it is 
tbe spirit of an ignorant trades-union, bent on 
punishing the 'rata.' The niett who made it and 
who adhere to it must believe not so ranch that it is 
the business of physieiauii to heal the sick, as that it 
is the bnsineBB «if the sick to fumiah constant and 
remunerative employment to a oaiofully W*n^*^ 
number of 'regular' physicians." 

This Is somewhat fofcible and we quote it not ao 
murh as an espre<!Bion of our sentiments, as an index 
of the sentiment of the public. Is it wisdom or 
policy to ignore auCh sentlmentf The assodation 
did what was perfcctlj' consistent in expelling Dr. 
OoodwUiie as it also did in expelling the delegates 
(kom the New Tork Binte Ifadlcal Society. Tbeae 
gentlemen violated their pledge to the Code and 
their expulsion was perfectly proper. "But." in the 
language of the Medical Retard, "to refuse to con- 
sider that there is anything wrong in a set of by- 
laws which excludes tw'veral thousands of reputable 
and hundreds uf emiueut physicians, this naturally 
e»iltfl0 crilleiam." 

Thk Rbai. Lord Btbon,— The Lancet notices a 

recent book with the above title, by Jlr. .leaflfreson, 
in which are noted certain facts in lhf> lifo of its 
mysterious subject which are not generally familiar. 
Many of these facts have especial interest to the 
medical man. It is stated among thca? that Cath- 
erine Gordon was attended at her accouchement 
when Byron was born, by Jcriin Hunter. This. Is 

the first intimation on record that the i-rr at surgeon 
ever acted in tliis capacity. The poet is generally 
supposed to iiftve been clubbed* footed (and it luu 
even been alleged that he had cloven feet). Mr. 
Jeaflresou denies that he had talipes in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term. Be lud n shortening of 
the tendo Achilles on each foot, the shortening 
lieing slightly more pronounced on the right than on 
the left side. This obliged him to wear a high- 
heeled boot, sad interfered with his parUdpalicn in 
the athletic games of which he wis passionately 
fond in after life. 

hx the eaity part of his life. Lord Byron was so 
excessively fat as to be actually ugly. To remove 
this lie resorted to the most extreme fasting, living 
<m biscuits and sod* water aa an almoat exdusive 
diet» and (l< ^iri;: himself prnfiisely with Epson .salts. 
By these means he brought about in himself a 
'■beauty that became "proverbial." His present 
biographer states that his starvation aud drastic 
depletion quickened his brain to such a degree thnt 
tbe man of intellect fhr the flrst time knew him- 
self to be something far higher than a man of mere 
intellect. "The goad8 and whips of the r^imen 
had aflecttd the nervous syslem a4) that he had 
become a man of genius. Byron bimaelf remarks 
in one of his Journals, that "a dose of salts has the 



Digitized by Go 



I 



7SE MEDICAL A0& iBs 



effect of ft tmponiylaebristioD, like Il^t diain- | 

pa^De on me." Through all his life his nile was to 
"live low in order to tliink high," Oocaaio&ally. 
liewevMr. ha broke tltroii^ Ub rwtralntsud he bad 
many vicious habits. He chewed tobacco, although 
ke did not gmoke; he waa a laudauum drinker, and 
.daring hit deioivedon for a period at Yeidoe, he 
Wm for some nMOtlM a sot in his use of spirits. 

The life of Byron has nothing in it of the model 
order. It was, on the contrary, a terrible life — 
fkom its beginmug to ita end it was a life of selfish- 
ness and degraded ambitioo. PKyoholoffically it is 
a study as mysterious as that of ilamlet; physiolo- 
gicallj it la a study from which even the praotlce of 
physic may profit; it presents a self-inflicted ex- 
periment on a human being as if to teach what an 
obeae and degeoerate body will bear in the way of 
discipline, and what cure might be eflfected in sueh 
a one by heroic measures of depletive treatment. 

The aocouDt given of the treatment which Byron 
received during his last illness is scarcely credible at 
this day. The biographer characterizes the attend 
anta as "two youthful and incompetent doctors," 
Bruno and Milliiigeti, who "did their best and their 
worst." He bad been living, by his own rule, for 
five weeks on toast and tea, and then giving way to 
•the importunity of hlamedioal advisers, lie consented 
to be bled (April If!, 1824). Throwing* out his arm | 
and casting at the two the fiercest look of vexation, 
he said: "Therel you are. I see. a damned set of 
butchers! Take as much blood as you hke. and 
have done withUt. " They took 20 ouocea at the 
fint bleeding, and next dsy they repeated the opera- 
tion twice and put blisters above the knee. In 
spite of this he lived on, and on the 18th actually 
rose from his bed and tottered into an adjoining 
room, where he amueed himself for a few mitiutes 
with a book and then returned to bed. In the 
afternoon he was given an anodyne. At 6 o'clock 
he uttered his last intelligible words: "Now I shall 
go to sleep." Tie slept for 34 hours whf>n he opened 
ilia eyes again and instantly clotted them for ever. 

To bleed a fasting man three ttnes in M houie, 
then bli.<5ter him and afterwards give him narcotics, 
would be held as manslaughter to-day. Contrast 
this prKllce with that of to-day and we get acon- 
ception of tiie advances we have made in half a 
oentoiy. 

Lacrobre — We recentl}' witnessed a ^■''■^rw if 
lacrosae. an athletic sport originating with the In- 
dians of this conntry, now the national game of 
Canada, and sought to be popularized in tlie United 
States. It is played with a ball and bat. the latter 
bring a stldc about four feet In length, crooked like 
& walking-stick at the end and the space cncl(Med by 
the crook, which is about a foot in diameter, cov- 
eted with a netting ouuie of strips of rawhide. The 
bi^l is started at the center of a field at each end of 
which is a goal for the respective sides, and consist- 
ing of two upright sticks set about six feet apart, 
through which it is the end of the game to put the 
faelL Tbeie an twelve players on each side and the 



! contest is a very exciting one, being one which calls 
for fleetoem of foot, dexterity in catching the ball In 

the netting and ability to retain it ar^i""t the 
assaults of the opposing players, until an oppcrtuuiiy 
prssents for throwing it towaids the goal or into the 
la r is-r stick of a player on the same side. The 
throwing is done excluwvely with the lacrosse stick, 
the player under no dreunistanoes being allowed to 
touch Oie ball with his hands. 

The game is one which, in a stubbornly contested 
match, taxes the endurance of the players to the 
utmost. In the attempts, too, of the opposing play- 
er to dislodge the ball from his an tagoni<?t'8 slick, 
there is great liability of h\A iuflicliug injury by 
blows aimed at the ball. For thess three reasons, 
chiefly, lacroRse is a game against the general intro- 
duction of which it behooves the medical profession 
to protest WUIe It lOorda an excellent opportunity 
for the display of qualities the cultivation of which 
should be encouraged, it cannot but prove very in- 
jurious to those in whom the qualities have not been 
previou'ily developed by a proper course of training. 
The true purpose of a game is to develop the 
player, and one which requires fnl! development 
before it can be participated in is manifestly not 
adapted to this end. Lacrosse is preeminently a 
game of the hitter sort, and to allow young men 
I who have not been carefully trained to play it, can- 
not but be dangeroiis, and the danger is greatly en- 
hanced in thti case of those of sedentary habits, 
whoee Iri^ire permits of but a short period of out- 
door exercise. In tlie match whii"b v.c witnessed 
the participants were young men who had previous- 
ly praetioed the game for some, weeks in antidpa- 
tion of the contest, and still the casualties amounted 
to three cases of syncope and a scalp wound. Base 
ban and critiket do not call for a tithe of the expen- 
diture of wind and energy that is demanded In a 
game of lacrosae. and these games have been ob< 
jected to on very sufflctent physiological grounds. 
As a game for Indians in their native state, or for 
professionals, who have been properly fitted for it, 
it is nut so objectionable; but its adoption as a popu- 
lar game could not but be followed by a prevalence 
of the heart strain, hypertrophy, dilatation and other 
evils which are the acknowledged results of long- 
oontinned excessive exertion in those not speciiilly 
fitted for the task. It shonltl !tr f-n-idemned by tlie 
physicians of every community into which it is 
sought to be introdttosd. 



TBSTAMENT.vnY Anii.iTY — Of all unseemly legal 
squabbles that held over the remidna of the 
man whose will does not suit his hdrs is the most 
unseemly. The frequent outcome of these S({uabble8. 
moreover, is beginning to make it one of the surest 
evidences of a man's being non eompot mmiii when 
he fails to distribute his property share and share 
alike among his family. The teslimony adduced in 
contested will cases to bolster up the byputhesis of 
mental incompetency on the part of the testator ia 
AceqiMntly Indtcnms in the extreme, and not the 
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least ludicrous sometimes comes from the medical 
witnesses in answer to bypotbetical qncitions. 
We have beard a graduate of less than n y^-^r's 
staoding to give tbe most uaequivocai teiitimoajr 
ctkmlatcd to «MibUah the Ineapedty to make 
a will, in the case of a testator who up to the 
very bour of bis death conducted a business amouDt- 
ing to mlllioiM of dollafs e jeer. This wee, of 
course, an exceptional case, but the ]ifT<:rcnco, on 
the score of inconaistencj. between it and the every 
deyteatimony of the geaenl pnwtitioner who e»- 
sumes to be au authority on all diseases, from crap- 
ulent colic to the most subtle changes in the mind, 
ie nthn of dqgne thao kind. It is very natural 
that such cooft aoenee ae theee alMold stimulate 
common sense men to devise some means whereby 
tbey miiy be avoided, aud ilje last sessiou of our 
Hate legislature grappled with the subject moat suc- 
cessfully. Under a law which it passed.a man may 
appear in court is his own person on the date of his 
making hla wlU, and bafe hie testamentaiT capacity 
adjudicated on. Should there be any objectors tbey 
will there and then have an opportunity to adduce 
evidence tending to establish his intellectual uo- 
soundues?, and failing to do this they must "forever 
after hold*tbuir peace. " la order to have this ques- 
tion dedded purely on ita mertta tta nature of the 
wfllaliaUnot be revealed and the heirs are thus | 
ignorant of the provisions made for them. Should | 
the testator convince the judge that he is of sound j 
mind he may wrap the drapery of hla couch about , 
him and lay him down to quite dreams, and without ' 
a fear ut h'i» wishes being controverted by the 
machinations of his very eatlmable friend*, the 
gentlemen of the legal profession. That the latter 
should have allowed any such bill to become law , 
muet be accounted for <«ly on tiie auppoeltiott that 
their opposition to it would but have assisted in its 
passage. This Uw while cutting the lawyers out of I 
many a fat fee, will at the same timeremove afruitful { 
opportunity for medical experts to exhibit them- 
selves and the profundity of their knowledge of 
mental prooemes, on tte witneaa etand. Builng 
these two ob|eetloii* the law muat he oonceded to^he 
a good one. 

Calomel in Croup — Colohicum in Ooct.— Dr. 
John n. Trent, of Brooklyn, N. Y., favors us with 
the foHowing brief extracts from the life of the 
famous Sidney Smith : 

"A few months after tin liirlh of bis daughter, he 
went to the sea-side for bis health, where but fur 
courage and flrmness, he would have Inst her in a 
way he had not anticipated. When only six months 
old, she fell ill of the croup, with such volume 
that it defled all the remedies employed by the best 
medical men there The danger increased with 
every hour. Dr. Uamilioo. one of the mo«t eminent 
mediod men in Bdingurgb, was eent for; he could 
not come, but said, "Perst vere in giving two grains 
of cnlomel every hour; 1 never kue^' it to fail.' It 
wmi given for 11 hour^ The child grew woree and 
wone. The medical man in attendance then aald. 



'I dare give no more; the child must die. I can do 
no more, but at thla age I would not venture to give 
more calomel to my ow^n child.' 'You said you can do 
no more. Hamilton says ' Persevere;' I will take the 
naponsibility; I will give it to her mymtf.' He 
gnve it and the child was saved. 

"I am suffering from my old complaint, the 'hay> ■ 
ferer,' at it la called. My fear la periibtng hiy 
deliquescence. I mr't n^va;- in nasal and lachrymal 
profluvia. My remedies are warm pediluvia, 
cathartloe, topical application of a waleiy lolatloii 
of opium to eyes, ears and the interior of the nos- 
trils. The membrane is so irritated that light, dust» 
contradiction, an abeord remark, the sight of a dis- 
senter — anything, sets me sneezing; and if I begin 
sneezing at 12, I don't leave off till 2 o'clock, and I 
am heard distinctly tu Taunton, when the wind sets 
that way, a diataaoe of ilx mile*. Tnm your mind 
to this little curse. If consumption is to<} powerful 
for physicians, at least they should not suffer them- 
aelvee ta lie outwitted by aach little upetart dte- 
orders as the hnv 'fver. 

"On observing some autumn crocus in flower, lie 
stopped. There.* he add. 'who would gviem the 
virtue of that little plant? But I find the power of 
oolcbicum so great that if I feel a little gout coming 
on, I go into the garden and hold out my toe totb»t' 
plant and it gels well directly. I never do mora 
wiliiout orders from headquartera." * 



OnmirAn Scutica CunED hv Bumduhb 

STRETcniNG OP THK AoT.^TTr XKrf%'K.' — Dr. Fioraui 
related this case before Itie lioyal Lumbardiati In« 
atitutiim (Aunali Univ. di Med., February, 1888—^ 
London Medical Record)- A temale, «?r. 4(V, has 
suffered six to seven months from severe riglit 
sciatica, with slight rriief from blisters, sedatives, 
etc. Prof. Trombetta's plan was determined on, and 
accordingly the patient being chloroformed, the 
thigh was forcibly flexed with the leg extended, 
until the foot reached the side of the head. During 
this mnnfpuvre a crash was heard as if something 
was torn or lacerated. The limb was held in that 
position for some seconds and then brought back. 
A few minutes afterwards the « iatic pain had dis- 
appeared, but the whole posterior part of the limb, 
espeeially the popliteal apace, was very tender, in 
sjiite of -^^'liich, however, she could stand and take 
several steps, which before was impossible. The 
hack part of the limb swelled and beeama black 
from pcchymosis. from the middle of the thigh to 
the middle of the le^; this soon disappeared with 
rest in bed and dmple treatment. Ten days after- 
wards she was discharged cured, aud remained well 
two months later. F. thinks the femoral vessela 
cannot be unduly strained, having always found 
them relaxed in the dead subject. .Vniesthesia 
should be pushed lu complete relaxation of muscles 
to avoid risk of injury from rigidiiy fir contiai tioii 
of these. The sciatic is subjected to an enormous 
strain, tieing stretched two to eight centimetres, 
which, experiment shows, requires 176 to 230 or 206 

Sounds. The quadratus may be entirely divided 
y the nerve. 
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What n a QvAOKf— Thii qtMaUon wtlT ihortly 

prenH for a solution in the Canadiiin i,ourts. A 
member of a firm of peripatetic advertising pbysi- 
ci«o», of large promifles, in tlie Domioioii. has 
brought an action, fixing diima^^cs Ht $10,000. agdut 
two prominent physicians who have called him a 
quack. The Canada Medical Act requires llml a 
physician shall not only be % graduate of a medical 
college in good standing but that he shall n^.^n pf^as 
an examination before the licensing body who shall 
be independent of the teaching bodies. Thla law 
srnirr? praclilioofT" yioN^r-,:!;! a mnrh higher aver- 
age of educ&tioD than oblainb among the physidaos 
la eomitifei not havbg this mltitarf law, and tbe 
fact of a man's being allowed to practice in Canada 
is guarantee that he is not what Webster defines as a 
quack, viz., "abonstful pretender to medical akill; 
•a empiric; an ignorant 'practitioner." This is the 
meaning of the word "quack" among the laity, but 
in the profession a man may have all knowledge of 
nedkine and yet be a quack, and his' knowledge 
may be of very mediocre order and yet his standing 
loay be good. The outcome of the suit mentioned 
win be awaited with Inteieat. Will the 
court decide that "quack" means what the 
laity hold it to mean, or will it allow the 
profession to defloe fta tneaDlngt In the former 
case the verdict must he in favor of the plainliff; in 
the latter for the defendants, who unquestionably 
intended the term to apply not so much to the skill of 
the plaintiff as to his methods of doing busiDi^ss. hi^> 
advertising, unwarranted promises of curing, ex- 
aggeration of minor ailments for sinister purposes, 
ostentatious parade of qualitications, depreciation of 
the ability of brother pra<;titioners. and the various 
Q\h&t unelhtcal and immoral device!* of the itineraut 
pl^tldan. ' 

DiPRTflnano TvBOAT AFFWnoir m Tyvh<hi> 

Fever. — Dr. Mortimer Granville contributes the 
following in the Lancet, which, if U is a fact, is a 
very suggestive one : 

"As a matter of clinical fact— a fact too conimon. 
ly overlooked, if, mdeed, it Ixj widely recognized- 
typhoid fever is generally preceded by mi aflecliuu 
of the throat, whidi, if minutely enmiiMd, will he 
found to be chn-ncferized by the presence of minute 
pellicles of diphtheritic membrane, usually situated 
on the Qpper and posterior sorfsces of the tonsils, 
and nearly ftlvray^ accompanied by a few small 
patches in the fauces. This is particularly notice- 
able in the Paris fisver. There would seem to be a 
tendency to the development of thi^ membrane in 
direct proportion to the intensity of the poison and 
the vigor of the comtltntlon— If I may use this term 
— of the patient attacked, and in inverse proportion 
to the rapidity with which the glands of the intes- 
tine are infected. To state the'iesultS of Inquiry— 
sonewhat too dogmatically perhaps— it may IM said 
when n putient is affectcil by the specific morbies of 
diphtheria or typhoid, the poison being the same in 
di^er case, it depends on the subject more than the 
disease, whMher the malady will tidte the form o 



diphtheria, conventionally so-called, or of typhoid 
fever, and in a cate in which the diphtheritic throat 
affection is stronKly marked at the outset, there 
would be special danger from hemorrhage, not from 
deap uloeralion. Imt from rupture of minute vewela 
during the course of the disea.sc. vehen the diphther- 
itic sloughs are thrown off from Peyer's patches; the 
hemorrhage. If It occurs, being preceded hy flie ap- 
pearance of exceedingly minute strcakings of bright 
blood in the yellow, ochre-like CBudd's) portions of 
the atoola." 



Tll» WUALTH OF THB CtTT PllACTlTIOintB.— 

The Medical Record in a reference to this subject 
says: "Neither in New York nor in any other 
American city is it possible for a physician, wlthoat 
some special genius to make a fortune. The more 
he earns the more he Is obliged to spend; so it 
happens that a leading specialist, who had an in- 
come of #10,000 to $15,000 yearly, died recently in 
solvent, and the widow of a prominent and widely 
known surgeon has now to depend on charity. 

This is the darko* side. Many memben of the 
profession, perhaps the majority, earn enough to live 
comfortably, educate their families, and supply 
themselTes with some Inxortes; and their pvactloe. 
though hard enough, does not involve so much 
physical wear and tear as that of their provincial and 
country fmthrsn." 

This statement will, we think, comport with the 
experience of most of our readers. The fortunes 
made out of the T>raciice of medicine, either in dty 
or country . are few and far between. Those who 
ate wealiliy huvp, as a rule, increased their store 
tluough ventures ouUide of their professional work. 
The physUdan. however, who dying leaves his 
fam ly Icpeiident or charity, is, ns a nde. inxecuft- 
able. With all the evidences of the wisdom of life 
insurance before htm he should not neglect Ihis 
means of providing for those of his own who can- 
not provide for themselves. No man, physician or 
layman, with a dependent family, nnless he he 
wealthy, is justifiable in indulging in anv luxury 
which might interfere with the payment of 
premiums on a life insurance policy sufflclantly large 
to ensure those to whom be to the support, agisiaat 
the necsaslly for chaiity. 



The Maiylaad Medical Journal finds it neoeeaary 

to mention, %vith indignation, the fact that a one- 
dollar note received by one of its editors, bore the 
stamped name of a gentleman who is a member of 

(he Medical and Chinirgical Faculty nf Maryland. 
It regards this as a novel and detestable means of 
advertising. Singular th^at it should object to con- 
duct against whicli the code of flliics lias no pro- 
visions. Such conduct is. of course, unworthy a 
physiciaa and a gentleman, but does not affect the 
ethical status of mi.- wii.> has simply subscribed to 
the code as the guide to his professional doings. 
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TaB Quack.— la the course af reoeot addcss. Dr. 
F. J. Bbepbenl (Medical Otutette) gare ottertnce to 

some racy remiuks on this perennial subjec t. He 
quoted SouUiey as saying, "Man is a dupable 
tmimal; quacks in mcdiciae, quacks in religion, and 
quacks in politics know this and act UimB tk« 
knowledge. There is scarcely any one who may 
not, like a trout, be taken by tickling." He answers 
the question why is quackery so much more pre- 
valent in mcdiciiio than in any other science? as fol- 
lows: "Because the medical quack attributes to him- 
self what is due to nature. Nature oannot build a 
railway, hut she ran, very often, rftre disease. A 
witty Frenchman has said that medicine amuses the 
patient while natare com tbedtoeaee.** HelssonHs 
what pessimistic as regards the prospect of getting 
rid of qiuicks. They will exist, he says, as long as 
tninan natuie esfale in its present condition. Tiie 
diffusion of philosophical habits of thought and 
more general knowledge of physiology are requisites 
at exterminators. An Bug llsb medical writar aome 
years ago, said: "The final, though distant exUoc- 
tion of quackery is to bo hoped for; it forms a frag- 
ment of that final triumph of reason and virtue 
which is the secret consolation of vivj philan- 
(hropist. 



FUBFimA VABI0I.08A AXD PUBPOS* E.XilOVtr 

BHaoica — The danger of making an error in the 
differential diagnosis of Uieae two diseases is great, 
and la UaUe to oconr the praotioe of the moat 
competent practitioner. An ilhistrative case oc- 
curred in this state last summer, and its results in 
the spread of variola were serious. Dr. Oom^gjs, 
of Cincinnati, made it recently, and became In con- 
sequeooe the subject of painful criticism. While 
no honest physician would condemn another for 
=)::rh iin error, there is, perhaps, not enough active 
sympathy for the one making such mistakes. Drs. 
J. T. Whittaker and P. 8. Connor, of Clndnnatf , 
have just set an example worthy of emulation under 
each circumstances. They have addressed Dr. 
Oomegys a kindly note of sympathy, from wUdi we 
make the following excerpts: "We believe that the 
report of an almost similar accident, which occurred 
in tlie hands of three of ua. Dr. James Graham and 
the subscriberH, wliich you may use as you see fit, 
will at least divide tlie responsibility among a greater 
number." **We trust that you may take comfort fn 
thi'^ r vidence of human fallibility, which we share 
with you; in the celebrated i^horism of Voltaire: 
'Only the charlatan is always oartain,' " 



TiiE Bio Fish ano thk Littlb Fish.— Although 
a little fish, the Pacific Medical and Surgical .loumal 
is neither a sucker nor a bullhead. It, moreover, 
does not propr^e to help fatten the big fish if it can 
help it. It gets off the following in reply to apoUte 
request from polite big fish of the east : 

"And it came to pass when Arthur was Qovernor 
of the nation, that the doctors made a great stir in 
ord^ to increase their skill and renown. They 



made .books without end and they published 
chronides in all parts of the land. There waa 

scarcely a town, even unto the farthest borders, 
where the gospel of medicine was not proclaimed 
month by month. 
I '"But they who put forth the chronicles in the 
great cities waxed strong and ambitious, and gave 
j way to the love of money. And certain ameng them 
I said, of wlut use are the chronicles written in ob- 
scure places up and down in the land? Have we 
nut ali the knowledge and the wisdom and the 
scieneet Why then ahould we not have all tlm 
money? 

"And they set to work accordingly, and sent their 
chronicles abroad every where, and cheapened the 
price thereof; thus seeking to gather a harvest frora 
I all the land. And certain of them did even send 
laUers to distant parta, yea, even unto the country 
bordering on the great ocean which is called Pacifir', 
begging their brethren who had in keeping ihc 
I amallM- chronlclea. to aid in supporting and enrich- 
! ini' Miose of the great cities in the east. As if they 
liad &aid: 'Dearly beloved friends and brethren, do 
us lha favor, we beg you, to cut your throala for 
onr b en tf t .* 

"And thus was fulfilled to saying of the Prophet: 
The big Ariiaa wUI alw«ya awallow the Uttlc onoa, 
when ihey can.*" 



In the North American Review for July, Presi- 
dent JnHuB H. flesiya wrilea of '^Dynaadto aa a 

Factor In Civilization." In "The Tiftst Dny? nf the 
Rebellion" Lieutenant-General P. U. Sheridan re- 
ooonta tlie operaHons of the cavalry dtvMons undar 
his command dnrimr the week preceding the pnr- 
reoder of Lee. VVilliam 8. Uolman, M. C. makes 
a etriklog exhibit of *<ThA Incfeaw of Poblte Bs. 
pcnditures." "Beraocracy and Morul Progreiw." by 
O. B. Frothiogham, is a philosophic forecast of the 
probable outcome of **govemment by the people 
themselves.'' Z. K. Brock way, Superintendent of 
the Reformatory at Ehnira, N. Y., points out some 
"Needed Refonns In PHson Maaagementf Thoama 
Sergeant Perry writes of "Science and tfi( ImH^ina- 
Uon^" Geo. £. Waring. Jr.. of "Sanitary Draiua^e;" 
Elbridge T. Oerry of "Cruelty to Children;* and 
finally there Is a symposium on "Church Attend- 
ance"— the question whether the churches are grow- 
ing to be less of a power for good now than in for- 
j mer times — the symposiasts being "A Non Church 
Ooer," Rev. Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward* Rev. Dr. James 
M. Pullman, and Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance. Pid)- 
liahed at 80 Lafayette Plaee. Kew Toifc. 



Bread made with sea- water (Medical and Surgical 
Reporter) is recommended by a German physician, 
named ijenoa. as a wonderful remedy against 
scrofula and disorders resulting from insufficient 
nourishment. Sea-water ought to stand twelve 
hours before being used for making dough, in order 
to free it from its impuritias. Bread tbtia made has 
no unplouiaQt taste. 
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Thx Piouo hctD Tnrr von Ai^vinnar.— Dr. 

George Johnson calls attention in the British Medi- 
cal Jouri^ to a fact ia conaecUoo with the use of 
pkfldc acid u • test for albamea, which has caused 
SOQW pbysiciaDS to discredit its value for tbat pur- 
pon. It should alwajrs be borne ia mind tbat the 
picric add mttst ha ta excMs. A few drops of a 
saturated solution of the acid will form a coagulum 
in a higlUj albumioous specimen of urine, but the 
eoagulum will be quickly dissol ved . In consequence 
of this some have pronouncml Uie test aoMliable. 
When there is much albumen in it, the urine should 
be mixed with Its own volume of the picric add 
solution; and in tt^'Sting a fresh specimen, it is better 
to begin bj adding an equal Tolome to the test 
liquid. 

To CtniB A Felon.— The following anonymous 
"core** for a felen is goinj; the rounds of the press; 
it is, of course, given for wliat it is worth, ljut is, 
perhaps, worthy a trial: Koa£it common salt on a 
hot BtoTC until it Is perfectly dry ; mix a teaspoonful 
with an e<iual quuntity of powderid cajitile sonp, 
and make of the mixture a poultice by tbe addition 
of a teaspoonful of Yenfoe tttrpentlae. If there are 
more than one felen apply a separate poultice to 
«ich. Renew twice a day. It is said to facilitate 
the escape of the pus through the soft parts, but 
may also be applied after the discharge has bron 
established aad even when necrosis exists. It will 
not, of course, restore lost bone, but favors healthy 
granulations. 



Oaillard's Medical Journal: Byron said that 
fiBM was to be killed on the battle-field and have 

your name mis spelled in the next day's Gazette. 
So it is on tlie buttle tield of proft-nsional life. Pmir 
Turnipsecd, of Cohimhia, S. ('., died April 18lh, 
and in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, of F'hilii- 
delpbia, (April 28lb), there appears the following 
notice: "Dr. Bdward Bcman Twinespecd, a dis- 
tinguished siirtreon, of Columbia, S. C, died April 
ISth." What distinction, when in nine days after 
dsattk one's very name is foigottcnt 

A frightful accident recently occurred in an 
eartern factory. The flowing hair of a female cm- 
ploy6 becoming entangled in the machinery, waa 
wound around the shafting until it was literaally 
torn en maw from her hca<l. The machinery was 
stopped as soon as possible, but not until the sad 
wetfc had been done. The sympathies of the fellow 
Mnployf s were intensified by the heart rcndiut; 
Statement of the poor girl Uiat the hair contained 
not a libra of jute^ and had cost her |4. 

When John Hunter flnt tied the femoral for 
popliteal aneurism, he turned to Mr. Peile and said : 
"Now. the ahsorbeals are buqr below, liln mites in 
s cheese. " 

Oil of turpentine rubbed into the bands is said to 
be an efflsctlvo prophylactic tfaiiist septic Infection 
jft autopsies. 



I A Ttuffslo correspondent of the New York Medi. 

cal Journal tells of an official post-mortem examiner 
of tbat city who reported after a careful scrutiny of 
all the organs tbat tiie decedent had succumbed ftam 
"cesKition of vital functions." Another reported 
death from pytemia In a person who died in four 
honra aflw being ran over by the cats. These prao* 
titioners are supposed to have been the ones who, 
while students, located the comigator supercilii op- 
poelto the alli^tor supereliii, wlio Invariably spoke 
of the Ethiopian tube and who described l«nia 
solium as a part of the brain in the neighborhood of 
the ventricles. 

The fourth annual report of the Illinois Btate 
Board of Health show a total of 175 colleges whose 
: diplomas are held by practitioners of medicine in 
I this country and Canada. Of this number 
I 56 are extinct, leaving 119 extant. The num- 
ber recognized by the Board is 99. Of these 
but 17 require three course of lectures prior to 
graduation. The total tiuniln^r of matriculates, 
session of 1881-'88 was 13.0M; total graduaiea 

At the meeting of the Association of American 
Medical editors at Cleveland, Dr. L. Connor, of the 
Detroit Lancet, was elected president; Dr. Thomas 
Gallagher, of the Pittsburgh Medical Journal, vice- 
president, and Dr. J. Y. Shoemaker, of the Medical 
Bulletin, serrclary. The meeting expressed, by 
resolution, ilu preference for Dr. N. 8. Davis as 
editor of the Jownal of the Amerteaa Medical Asso* 

ciaiion. 

V\ \\.\i truly characteristic modesty the Boston Med- 
icai and Surgical Journal sayd of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association : * 'How far it will 
Ite a genuine addition to medical jotirnalism, and In 
it^lf a financial success, depend upon various cir- 
cumstances and in nowise upon our prophedss." 

The Weekly Medical Review, of Chicago and 81. 

Louis, will hereafter be edited by Dr. H ;swf«ll 
Park, of Chicago. Dr. Park is an earnest worker 
and an oulspokan, ludd and forcible writer, aad 

while congTJi'u'atiD? him on his advancement we 
alscj congratulal* the journal ou iMX:urin{? Ids service. 

I 

i'he JSortb western Lancet delights to stroke its 
; nameeake of this city against the grata. The latter 

I rcferre<l recently to the fact thnt two of our physi- 
j cians had gone insane without assignable cause. Its 
I contemporary thereupon maliciously suggests that 

possibly the gentlemen were paid-up subscribers 
I and Hteady readeiB of our &laid city contemporary. 

When "The Society for tlie Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals" became autivivisectionists, a contem- 
porary rechristened it "The Soeieiy for tlie Praoio* 
tiOB of Human Sulferiug. " 

A dispensnry patient who flred the hearts of the 
students by decluring that there was lots of rheum 
on top, subsequently disgusted them by removing 
Us hat and revealing an affection of the scstp. 
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QoOTiM r» PttOfKAii A«»'Km. By J Milner FoUi«rg:iU. M. ' 
R. C. P., Lon<L, PhyBlcUu to the City of LoDdon Hospital I 
forDiM!M«M of the ChMt (Victoria Park): H(mi. M. O.. ' 
Rush Medical Oolle(;o, Chica^; Associate Fellow of Ute 
OoUaceoCFlqraialaiiaoCPUIaidalptaia. 8 To.,iaOpp., pdoe j 

•aiw. 

Detroit: 0«o. 8. Dftvta, TMbUihar. ' 

] 

Gout ix a part of the wages of hinirv It U an 
exceeUiogly inapt term and is in nowibc descinptive 
of tlw affection It his iMsn cmplojed to derignate 
for many gpnemtions. It bad its origin in that vrry 
erroneous conception of the pathology of the disease 
whloh held It' to be a catanh wbleh eauwd the di«- 
til!fttinn of a liquid on the discaaef! part "drop by 
drop" (Latin, ^u^.^French goutte, a drop). Later 
the affection came to be re^rded aa an f nflamma- ! 
tionof the flhmii^ an! liiriinientous piirts of the joint*. ' 
the particular joiuiis uu which the inflamnuttion ex- 
pended itaelf betoK those of the big toe. Latterly, 
however, a still more en!lf,'litt ned conception of the 
pathology of gout has oblaioed, and the iaflamma- 
tloB of the ]oint8 is lefarded aa but one of tike pro- 
tean manifestations of the presence of uric or lithic 
acid in .the blood. The habits of the stirring Amer- 
ican worid and the comparatlre IbcIl of wealth in 
this newer country, ImVL' nut fiiruinhed the condi- 
Uooa necessary to that cooditloa of the system 
which favors the fmniaiioti and aocttmulatiott of 
lithic acid in the blood, and have thus warded off the 
disease from our people, and it is scarcely ] 
mentioned in our nosological li^ts. Tbiugs are 
Chsugiu^'. however, and the disease "haa OOdie to 
stay," its foot hoM fno pun intended) in the eastern 
cities, furnishing as they (l.< ilie conditions for its 
development, being >tlieady (luite tlrmly established. 
But it in by no means exclus^ivfly confined to the 
east, atiU ueilber does it neceH«»rily uiuu k only the I 
affluent and the sybaritic. It is oiwdii-nt to the in- 
Hexible laws of here<lity, and it may be very truly ' 
said of it, in tlie laniiuai;'' of Holy Writ. "The 
fathera haveealen tiour gnipe:!, aud tlie children's 
teeth are set on edije " Many n man, therefore, of 
exemplary habits in evtiry respect is a victim to the 
palna and aches of goat w on entailment from | 
some riv ml in his ancestry — the sine of the lat- ' 
ter being thus literally visited upon bis children i 
unto the tbifd abd fourth geDt-nitltms. 

The liilherto comparative in frequency of gout ' 
io Ibis country has, doubtless, been iliv cause '. 
of the scantiness of American literal uce ou 
the subject. This iufrequcncy is, however, 
becoraiog less, and the dcniaod of Amcri- ' 
can practitioners for a trealisu oo. tlie disease | 
is yearly becoming more pre«^ing. Under these < ir. : 
cumstancus the enterprise of the American puhliHher 
in securing the publicaiion in ihi» country of this | 
book by one so qualitled to write as is J. Ifiiner | 
Folhergill. i-! worthy of all commendation. Dr. ] 
FolhergUl handles his subji cl in its broadest scnsu. , 
n^jarding the affection as litha mia and dealing with 
the conditinu.- %\ hich ;,nvi> rise i.. it, its symptoms, 
local and general, and treatment, hygienic and medL 
cinal. He also dlsctisses fully the lelations which 



CAL AOS, 

practically obtain between goat, so-called, and rbeu> 
natism, acute and chronic. This latter part of the 
book will, we think, contain a revelation to pierhape 
the majority of our practitioners who bare bad todo 
with chronic cases of rheumatism. 

Of the style of the aotiior It ia soavoely necetisar}- 
to speak. He is. by common consent, one of the 
most colloquial, and, withal, pointed writers of the 
day. The publisher ha< issued the woik in TCfy at- 
tractive and substantial shape. 

nAM>-B>>oK tir THE Di Aimosis A>T ^Yt^ lTJ^r^T or DiS«jISE» 
of tln> Throat, Niwo anil Na.so Phiirj ni. Hy Carl Seller, 
M 1'., I.<'Ctur«T till Ijir>'nKosfopy at thf L'Qiv^rRity of 
IVrniajrivaoia: Chief of the Throat Diqiewaiy at th« Uni- 
versity Hcwpttal: First Tic«-Pratfdsiit «C the Anwrican 
lAqroRoiagtoal Asiodatioa. etc. Seconi edttkn. 
Tbaronidify revtsad and greatly •nlar««>d, wttb sefsnl^- 
s^'vcn illuRtratlitTis. 

Philaiivlphia: Henry C- Lea's Sons, 

Detroit: John WillyouDg. 

' Dr. Seilcr's name lias been prominent in this com- 
paratively new specialty since it became difler- 
eoitated aa sueb, and he is recognlaed as one of the 
more enthusiastic workers and reliable authorities 
in this field. As might, therefore, very naturally 
have been expected, tbia hand-book which he has 
giveu the profession has met with such a favora- 
ble reception as 1o have crested a demand for 
this second edilu»n within a short time after 
the appeatanee of tbe .first. He bsa 
profited both by Ids experience in the treatment 
of the affection:' peculiar to the region to which he 
pays espedal attentioa, as well as by his expf'rienoe 
in book making, and we have iHjfon- us in tlie pres- 
ent edition an unusually terse aod practical little 
volume. It gives such Indd instructions toaehing 
the ntcthod-i of exaniininir ihe nu^o pharynx and 
larynx as must Iw very valuable the practitioner 
wb9 may desire to qualify himself fur the caiv of 
affect inns of iIuhc part^. He di-i vi>se.s, also, the 
pathology- of these, affections, their etiology aod 
symptomatology and tfaerapeniirs. In the latter 
division of Ills subject the iculi.- nf his extensive 
ex(K'rience :trc di-^tinclly visible; he »pcuks with the 
au hr'rity aod directness can only come from such 
ex|>erienee. and while bisi instructions may a» 'imes 
savor of dugmaiiMm, tbry am not objectiuuabl« on 
that ».con'. The boolc it (o be warmly c 'mmended. 

The I'RAJTITIOffKK'n lijwkUV HKrKKKSCB BooK. A Mainly 

Guide In office and Bedside Pmctii'e. By Rit-hard r>uiiK- 
li.nin, A. M., M. I).. Author of "A New St-hool l*Uysiolo(fy" ; 
Killtorof ' I)iiiikIIm>m'b MiHllcal DieilMiun) • and "'HiMor}- 
of Medicmti": Hecretary of the Am^rlcait Academy of 
Medicine, t-tc. Third BdltioD, Thofo Uglily Bevked aad 
Enlaised. 

Fbiladelphta: P. BlakislOB, Bon ft Oo. 

Detroit : John .MacFarlane. 

Il is not all of the practice of medicine to l>o even 
lhoiou<;lily cognizant of the minutest siructurcs of 
the lK>dy, and to know thi-ir fum tions, or to know 
all about drugs and their effects, hrtih in health and 
tlisease. While such knowledge is essential, it is 
not sufllcient to make lis pos9L<ssor the suooestful 
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practitioner, ia tbc popular acceptatioa ol tbe term, 
Timv b innoh wMeh th« adiools do not tewli and 

which ih(? books ilo not cootaio, which is necessary 
to this ead. The valas of tbe book before us coo- 
aiat* in its oontents of eMsntial knowledge wbleh 

is neither found in the ordinary text- books nor is 
ordinarily taught in the college amphitheatre. The 
main divisiOBt of the book are four: 1, General In- 
formation for the Practitioner; 2, TbcrHpeutic 
and Practical Hints; 3, Dietetic Preparations and 
Precepts; uud 4. How to Conduct a Post Mortem 
Exarai nation. Tft^ subdivisions of the second main 
divisiion are of exceeding varU-ty and viiliu', but our 
space prtvcuts the cuumcrnlion of more than a few 
of them: The Ilippocratic Oath; Rules for the Prac- 
titioner— Metlical Etiquette; What the Practitioner 
must Learu of the Patient; bathH, Doses of Medi- 
dnee; Pharmacopaeial Groups, simpUfled for ready 
reference; Hints to Prescribing — how to prescribe; 
Hinte in K^;ard to Hygiene and Therapeutic Treat- 
ment of ChUdien ; Tables of DifTereotial Diegiioais; 
Obstetric Memoranda; Brief Kules for Clinical Ex- 
amination of Urioe; Selected Prescriptions, etc., etc. 

In » work ao full of praetieal lilniB It toimpoiende 
to say which is the most yalufcblr purt. Tbe fact 
that in the short time since it was first issued, a 
flilfd laife edition has been called for. is tbe best 
practical argiimr nt that it is snpplylnp a long-felt 
want. The present edition is much amplified and 
enlarged as ooropered with the prSTious editions. 
The style is lucid and entertaining throughout, 
while the mechanical execution is of that sabstaotiid 
nntnn wUoh a l»ook wbldi must - be to frequently 
iQfiamd to M this, would neoessnri^ demand. 



Fttetare of tho Frontal Bono— Trephlninf^ 

Recovery. 

15V F. B. FLORENTINE, M. D., SAGINAW CITY, MICQ. 

Un liie first day of December last, about 8 o'clock 
A. K., I was called tu attend Robert OstratKler, let. 
30, a robust blacksmith of ibis place, who had just 
been kicked ou the head by a horse. I found him 
tiBOOnscious, with a pale and cold surface; con- 
tracted pupils, feeble and irngular pulse, slow and 
feeble respiration, and a gcuerui rigidity of the 
musenlnr system. Upon examination I found a 
large scalp wntind a little abt>ve his foreheid ~di- 
, rectly over his left eye— Itiaviug the surface of the 
AliU welt exposed. After applying temporary dress- 
ing to the wound, T snreeeded in arousing him sufB- 
deatly to be able. with slight assistance, to walk a few 
steps, and he even got into % cutter tlmt stood 
ready to take him home, about one mile and a half 
from tbe shop. He remained conscious for n^tfly 
an lionr after he got home, when he became totally 
unconscious and insensible, -vith a slow but full 
pulse, warm and congested i>kiu; respiration slow, 
with stertorous breathlBg; puffing at the Hps and 
fri lli;i;g at the mouth ; pupils dilated — tbe left one 
more than the other; partial paralysis of tbe left 
slda, Inoluding the bladder. The Int^nieiit of 
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his left eye gradually became more and more dis- 
colored from estniTasatton of blood Into It, and 

Anally iK'came very much inflamed. 

December 2d, about 9 o'clock a. m., I found him 
in about the same condition as the previous day, 
with tbe exception that the action of the heart was 
still slower; his respiration was also slower and more 
laborious, the ejrmptoms showing unmistakable evi- 
dence of compression of the brain from extravasated 
blood. I immediately called in consxiitatlon Drs. 
L. W. Bliss and C. Watson, and after a thorough 
examination of the wound, we found two small 
flssurcH, inverted V shape, starting at a common 
point about the center of the upper porliou uf the 
left lateral half of the frontal l>one, about half an 
inch from the coronal suture; one branch extending 
almoiit perpendicularly downward^, but little for- 
wards, and discernible to the extent of about one 
inch and a qunrtrr Hit* other running downwards 
and backwards, and about three-quarters of an inch 
of it oould be seen. 

The extravasated blood in tbe eye, above men- 
tioned, also plainly indicated trouble at the base of 
tbe tkutt. Having mntoally agreed in regard to the 
propriety of trephining, tliis opi^ration was at onoe 
resorted to — directly over tbe place where the two 
fissures merged. Upon removing the disk, a 
\&xgi rl )i < r blood was discovered between the 
skull and dura-mater. After removing as much of 
the clot as was deemed proper. 1 syringed the wound 
with a weak solution of chloride of zinc, and sub- 
sequently dressed it with a small wadding of absorb- 
ent cotton dipped in the solution. This was then 
covered with surgeon's lint spread with resin cerate^ 
mixed witli an equal quantity of va<scline, to make 
it softer, and the whole kept iu place by bandage. 
Then, after introducing a catheter and drawing out 
a large quantity of urine, and pres< rif)ing a saline 
cathartic, bland diet, etc., I left him with little hope 
of flodlttg him alive the next day. 

December H — I Iiappily found him somewhat 
belter, his pulse and respiration being more favor- 
able, and he oool^ be roused up a little, but with 
dlHiculty: his bowels bad not yet moved, however, 
iMit be swallowed for tbe first time since tbe injury 
a little milk and some iiroth. The act of degiuti- 
lion was performed with great diftlculty, due lo 
paralysis. After dressing the wotuad. I introduced 
the catheter sgidn, and drew off the urine; ordered 
larger do»e!« of the saline cathartic and more milk 
and broth; then left, more hopeful of hU recovery. 

December 4. — ^Foondbim much improved, more 
easily aroused, and he eveii viii^puifd a few words. 
His bowels had moved freely, and he had al.^to 
micturated plentifully. The wound, also, looked 
weU. 

December 5. — Found him about the Same as the 
day before— perhaps a little better. 

December •.—Found him very much improved; 
he talked and swallowed with less difficulty, and did 
not feel nearly so drowsy as previously; his bowels 
moved agidn, and be had also voided urine. 
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December 7. — I found him somewhat feverish, 
tlie wouDd not looking quitu as well. Onli-rod him 
cold drinks and wet clQth<^ over th^ dressing. 

December 8 and 9.— lind it good deal of forer. the 
woond looking dry and rather inflMned on the 
edgea, lodicetlDg some possible eocQf»Ucatloii of 
traumatic erysipelAS, which might possibly extend 
to tbe brain. I cou.'^i'qiientl}' bcc&mo alarmed, and, 
after placing,' hitn ou iiiiti])hiogiatlC tmMnePt. left, 
anxiously awaitiog tbe result. 

Dt cember 10.— To ray gre^t satisfaction I found 
him much better. He had less fever and the wound 
looked better. 

December 11. — He was still better. Tbe wound 
discharged more freely and he felt generally im- 
P'Foved. 

December 13. — Good healthy jyTunulations were 
forming; in fact, the wound h)oked very well, und 
the patient fall much improved generally, aud from 
that time on he kept improving blowly but surely, 
tiU the eighth day of May, when I discharged lum, 
n well man. 

About six weeks after trephiniri? in irregular 

{>iece of bone of about tbe size of a thumb-nail ex- 
oliated. but, happily, did not intarfen with the 
progress of the case. 

I think Ihia case one of peenliar interest, and 
among otlwr reaaone, became of the fact that the 
paralyaia waa on the aane ride of body with tint of 
the wound. 



ForaigB Bodies Id the Vterim CftTlty. 

Mrs. J., 8Bt. 38, mother of five children, the 
yooQgest of whom is eight years, and the oldest 
aerentcen years. Patient has for some yean alnce 
been rather feeble; has had several abertions, the 
last of which, probably induced, occurred April dib 
last. I was called after birth of fcsttts, and found 
patient rather ex.sauguinated from flooding that had 
taken place after expulsion, to relievo which the 
husband had Introduced a vaginal tampon previous 
to my arrival. As the hemorrhage had quite ceased, 
I directed my attention to the general condition of 
patient. Gave stimulants quite freely, with three- 
grain pill ergotin, and elevated fo«t of bed. Pa- 
tient rallied well, and treatment was ordered to be 
continued until evening. Vaginal tampon was re- 
moved on morning of next day, when another 
three-grain pill ergutin was given. About noon of 
lanae day. placenta was expelled entire. Ordered 
nutritious diet, with quinine and iron, under which 
patient apparently made a speedy recovery. 

May lOih. — Patient had an attack of qaite severe 
uterine hemorrhage, which was eontmlied by the 
same metbo<l as above related before my arrival. 
As a month had now transpired ttincv the occur- 
renoe of original difficulty, I concluded that there 
was a probable connection between this condition 
•nd the meusimal function, and auspeeted also ttte 
rine .■subinvolution, from the repeated abortions. 
Treatment about the same 8» before, with rest in the 
horizontal position for a few day;-, followed with 
vaginal injections of warm watt-r repeated two or 
tiiree times a week. Patient improved rapidly 
until wlthio throe er four days ef the next menstrual 
period, when she began to suffer from a peculiar 
feeling of weight in the pelvi», and ouile severe 
pain Ui lower portion of spiue. with (menriredis- 
i^aige from vaginn. I now detsnnined to make a 



j more thorough examination of the case, to which 
the patient had previously objected. Pound uti rui 

I enlarged, low down, guite tender, movable, dis- 
tinctly felt over pubis, ot qiolto patulous, admittine 
end of index finger; oTariea oonnal, ntvine aonna 
iotrodooed to the extent of four and one-half indiao, 
quite extensive erosion on posterior lip of rerrix. 
Detected suspicious substance in uterine cavity, 
whi.'h, on beiuc seized with forceps, caused quite 
severe diiicharge of t>auious fluid. Owing to the 
nervous condition of the patient, I was compelled 
to desist for the present from further procedure. I 
accordingly gave 8-gr. pill ergotin every four bottn, 

, with the view to proiducing contraction of the uterus 

I if possible, and thus expulsion of its contents. 
(Quinine and iron were continued and enetna given 

■ to relieve bowel.". This Vmv of trmtment was pur- 
sued until the morning of .lunc 10th, when, after a 

I quite severe uterine contraction, a large decompoe> 

I ing body waa expelled, which upoa examinaticMi 
proved to be • pifloa of cotton doth. Thus waa 

I ended tbe aazlety over' the object of our search. 

; How. at what time and for what purpose, titi" 
stance found it. s way into the uterine cavuy, I am 
unable Ui ilo more than conjecture. It was probably 
introduced while the husband was tamponing at one 
of the previous hemorrhages. 

That uterine subinvolution with inertia was pres- 
ent In this case there la little doubt. Speaking in 
regard to uterine Inertia, Leishman says : "In those 
who have borne many children in rapid succ^ion, 
the action of the uterus is often found to l)ecome en- 
feebled towards the clubeof the child-beariug epoch, 
probably because the organ has not had sufflcient 

' time for rest, and for the gradual development of 
those structural cban^ which succeed delivery, 
during and after the period of involution." "After 
a miscarriage, or a childbirth, the uterus may re- 
main too large, from imperfect involution. The 
organ will generally be found movable, free from 
adhesit)ns, and unifornily hypertrophied throughout 
The neck will frequently be found lacerateu and 
covered with an extensive erosion, with the utenne- 
caoal open, and emIUng a prof use leuoocrhoDa. The 
condition is one due toraulty nutrition, the repara- 
tive powers havi-L' Ih i n l.- ckdl in the process of 
removing the old uiuui iiii. Euimet: "The well- 
known and unexpected danger attending last con- 
finements in women about forty years of ago is often 
caused \ys defective involution, from failing of 
strength, both of the womb and of the system." 
Bdwaid John Tilt: '*It is also q«dt« tnte 
that tbe uterus in being suddenly arrested in 
a physiological proces.s will, from an inherent 
tendency, not recede to it.s former ctJiidition as 
soon as it would aft«r haviug attained the end 
of its work, the length of time of gestation. If 
this process of normal gestation is interrupted % 
given number of times, it is reasonable to suppose 
that there will be a time when this organ will remain 
permanently enlarged," as is Uie cascJn the subject 
of this article. Tliis may aeeouut for the fact that 
in some cases of uterine subinvolution in which 
treatment is unsuccessful. 

For«;ign bodies in the uterine cavity, although 
rarelv referred to in works on gynecol(^, an not 
at all infrequent. I have in mind another case seen 
some time rinoe with a neighboring physician, hi 
which, after some difficulty, we succcedi 1 in re- 
moving from the uterus a piece of wood an inch in 
length and one half inch in diameter. I have beard, 
also, of cases where hair-pins have been found in the 
cavity of the uterus. Of coune, the motive of indt 
leaorta must alwnys be base. 
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t rill .SLiiNiTitVis (Magi^Uriutu liihmullii;. — 
licwin's "Catoward Effects of Drugs"* ha» tbc fol- 

lovviuLT on tlic moot-subjfct of the p'w-ibly p«)iM>lk- 
oiifi uctiiMi of (iie aiibotlrtilc uf bisinutli 

There i» scarcely any •other drug, rin* otiiniout 
regarding the deleterious or the innocuous nature of 

wliicli .-tre so ronflicting as are ihfxr i itirr(iiitii<l <>ii 
tUe iiiirato of the oxtdo of t>lsnimli. Wlidc .Mnii 
eret.f umoii!; others, assr-rl*' lh:i« llic iniMtiDi; <«i- 
f'Vt'ii jvoisoiions pni|i<'rtics wliidi iir*' :»l;ril)ni" il In 
Ihis >>ui*^f-inct ;iic Ixil iiii igiiury, lliut U muy bt" jul 
mlniiterril u> jruicui'* in quntiliticH of from i\ to 6 
irrt?li(>.>iifiil>' iluily witliou* iiirnnvriiii her, and thai 
it cau bo bcui-ficial uolv ia such di.>>vs, iht-rL' urc 
many competent observers wb«> art^r tbnt the stih- 
uiiralc I'l" '>i^muHi in do^" -: uf fiDiti lo four 

gruimuts i, 3 I" ' ' ' ""0 x'Uii'liiin's In- jiiitiuird 
with baneful untoward effects. The :itt«m|)t hn,^ 
be*'!! iiia<Ii' to K'coiu'iic ibi '-c ' Mjitiadit lif»ii> fiy hoM- 
iug Ihc iiupurilH.s of ibe jucpHniliuii .tiivei), ami 
pariiculnrly the letM) and ati^eaic «hirh it U aahl to 

f'ltiil.ii!!, •■e>|)oi: -ib'i- for i)n-^i: iiiitfi'.viki-il riTci lv, As 
u rualU r uf fa<*t (Junioi.l aiuonjr oilu'i'!^, found lead 
in all the preparations of the slibnitratc of litMtiulh 
whU-b ' Xaminrf;, in <|iia!i(i(:i - vai'viti:: t'lotn ■uic 
lo teu per ceul. Uiciic.^ on lb«- other Jiaud, attnb 
ute^ much imporiitnco to this !ind maiatuins 

litat the <iiiautine-i ot" lead v\ liich lie li is dcinoii 
»lrated u> l>e prei^c-oi arc too insignilii'ant t«) work 
any disturtmoce in the system. Bouchnt*' would 
not t \ eii l!avn ibe lend wbii b i-^ euiitaiiied in 
the »ubnitrHte of bi»iuuth dimitiatcd, holding, as he 
decs, that it is through this snbstaace that the prc- 
p.-)rHtion exerl-s its curative action in diarrho-a 

The propurtiou of iirseuic in subnitrateof bistuiuth 
i* also too small to ^iw rise to the .^vmptoms which 
are hereafter to be mentioned. 

U then remains but to altribuu- the ill etlecls of 
the bismuth either to such a temporary condiUoa of 

•PubHsbed CtooivB B. Daviii, Dvtrpit. icteh. 

•.M»uncr«t, CVnirul Zeituujf. IKJD, W. 

•.Cunn>t, Conipt«5« Read. <le« scit-nivx tie l'.\«'a«l<?inl<» <1«^ 
M?ienc.'S. T. lAXWI p 71H, DC'* 
iRlfh<\ .loiini il.- i hanti. C'tumie. I8«h, (>». p. nr. 

■lioucbut, Juhn !t»>u< h ii»ier t^amakOR. a. Tmlkol. von 
t*n»^inlor/T. iMTH. i» i«M. 



the palteiu as ci4U*e« an abnonuiil reu< Itoii, or to au 
t improper eraployment of the drug. 

' Tlie ('Dndition of tlie imlS i'luil nM\ liavi n: in- 
I Uuence in *o far ii« the presence of undue quantities 
j of acid in the stomach may favor the conversion of 
Ibe l)asi<- sulinitrate i>f bisrn'itb into u corrosive 
I ucutrai salt; or. if this should be docomposed by 
I water the acid salt may be formed in great (pmnti- 
, tii'3. These neiilritl and acid .-iuils are, ii" < »rflla* 
' dciuousiriiled ()>• bis experiments on aniuials, intense 
poisons, setting' up gastro enteritis. The sutm 
; etTei i- woubl naturally cnsiie if the basic salt wero 
i;iveo 'Simultaneously with acid remedie$>. or if the 
Ii itcnt should take acids after the drug. A readily 
•iolnhle nirrute of bisntiitb woul'i ihiis be formed in 
^ the jitomach and would ab.'jorbed. 

The ontowiinl effpcts which are observed lo fol 
low the stihiiitraic of bi^niutb. .are ehfoAy refnrablo 
to the stomach and iiilesiine'^, and are nearly ideiiti 
cal with the path(»lo);ieal -jyniptoius whieli it is llic 
i\ [•ii ui ai !ii.n of the a< id salt to excite. Thus 
()(lici> nottcfd naus4/a .iftcr it-* usi'. !i!!d Werneek| 
voniiiiiiit, eolieky pains, ami m jitveial cArfcs diar 
rleea, while ifi others there occurred obatmste con- 
stipation. With tliese toc.'ii syiiiptoms I'lrrc were as- 
8.iciated a sensation of bei«, heaUaehe, dizziniy^ ami 
1 general debility. Xot in fre<|ue»tly after the cxhibi- 
lior of niji-^r-^r'niii bisnmlli there is observcil a 
pe< niiar dincoloratiou of the tongue. According to 
I T. TiSWrence HamUton,|S tbis is due to a change of 
the bisniuHi s;,1t 'hrough tiie sugar fortne<l by the 
j action of the saliva on tiie alarchy food. It ia also 
. possible that sulphuretted hydrogen is developed 
from carious teeth, and thai tlie union of tlii- with 
' the bismuth gives rise to a black or greyiah-black 
I suipbtttiet of bismuth. It is further to be espeeUlIy 
' noted that the faces afi. i the employment of the 
iiubnitrate of bismuth, mostly assume a grayish- 

*OriUa.'nnlool«gto libera v. Krupp. is&t, li. p. s. 

^ier, Jottra. de MedaciB, iTtt, T. «. p. 4». 

'.w^rneck iwi wnaner, Wlrkttsfea d. ARtiatmiUel, T. I. p. 

iT. lawreaos Raalltra, BrftUi IMtesI Joursal* Fsbraarj, 

1!<8I. 
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black «otor. aad are aaarly odortaaa. It fa tnfaned 

from this that the bisnnilh salt is chanf::fd in the in- 
testines, in the presence of suiphureltcd hydrogen 
gaa, into the salphide of biamatb. and the lias la 
thus held fa'^t in combiniition Tlio thpnipfntir in- 
dicatioos in ibc untoward effects named, are a dis- 
oontiaaanoe of lh« drag, and the empteymeDt, now 
and then, of cilrinrd tnagiieaia fs small doaea. or of 
milk in an emulsion, etc. 

Thb Miciuoan Mbdical Law.— The following is 

a synopsis of I be new medicjil law passed by the 
iaat legislature of this state, approved June <Hb and 
taking effect September 6th, 1888: 

Those who. at the date of ils taking offcct. have 
haan in actual itrnctice in the state for five years, 
and all graduates of legally constituted colleges, 
of ttiia or toy uUkt country shall be authurizcd 
to continue in practice oo oomplianoe with the 
requirements of registratimi. In order to register 
every such appUmuBt qjOalMad ae above, is re 
qnlm! to file a sworn statement with the county 
clerk, on or before December 6th, 1888, selling 
forth the length of time he has been in prai:tic(,*: if a 
praduHt*- the coHcgt auti !i>cation thereof whosw- 
diplomii he iiuldii; the length of lime he has Bpeul in 
the study of oMdh^e; ud the school of medieiM to 
which ?»• belongs. 

The law docs not prDhibil :iuy siutltut ur uuder- 
gradnate from pncticing with or under the instruc- 
tions of any person legally qualitiwl u> pniclicc 
under the provisions of the act; provided ihiil such 
Student or uadeignidiiate shall also file with the 
county rlerk. a statementof the length of time, with 
whom and where be has studied, and also the name 
of the physleian under whom lie is practielag or In. 
tendt* to practice 

The registration fee shall iu each instance be fifty 
eents. 

It shall Ix! the duty i>f the .supervisor, at the 
time of making the annual aiacasment in each 
year, to prepare a list of all physidaas and 
htudetits within his jurisdiction, together with 
all the particulan indicated, and return it to the 
townahip, yillage or city derit (o be by Urn reomded 
in the book iu which an kept the racords of the 
k>cal board of health. 

No physician, surgeon (except dentist) or mid- 
wife who shall fail to comply with the provisions of 
this, law shall be empowered to collect in a court of 
law, for servioeareodMvd after the date of the en- 
forcement of the same. Aud all persons who shall 
advertise or hold themselves out to practice medi- 
cine, or surgery after the law lus become operatiTe, 
without having previou.sly complied with its rcquire- 
meata, ahall be held guilty of a misdemeanor and 
liable to a line of not leas than $9 or more than $30 
for each offence. 

The simplicity of the provisions of tlds new law 
\i very apptireiil. Any criticism of it would at 
this time avail nothing. The profession were given 
no opportnail^ to be beaid on it during its 



aad although it was introdacod by a physician it is 

eminently laymanlike in its («)n8truction. The 
hand of the lawyer Is, moreover, very conspicuuuA 
bi the absence of the fainteat shadow of It. It la 
clear, from the rarcful perusal wc have given it 
that the number of doctors ia Michigan cannot lie 
incTsaaed after December 6th oezt and until the aet 
has been amended so as to permit of hucIi increase. 
It is exprewly provided that all registrations shall be 
made during fliree months following the data on 
which the act takes • Sept. (?th— Dec. 6th) and 
no provision is uuide for those who may wish to 
eommeace practice in the state subsequently to De- 
cemljer tilh, tW;?. Thig may have been drsi^rned t>j 
the framerof the bill. But whether a design or a 
blunder, all future graduatea and students of our 
Michigan modieal colleges, as well as all graduatc}> 
and students from the collegers of uther atates and 
countries, will, it apficars, be obliged to aeUlo 
elsewhere than in this state while the provisions of 
our new medical act remain operative. 



National Mkuical Libuabv \su Mlbbitm. — In 
our report of the late meeting of the Amerlean 
Medical A.ssoeiation. mention is mucic of a commu- 
nication signed by Urs. Austin I'Mint, Oliver Wendell 
HolsMS aad 8. D. Oroas. la which the membem 
were urped to impress upon their senators and rep- 
resentatives in Congress, the necessity of a fire-proof 
building for the preservatloa of the Natloaal kedi- 
ral TJhrary and \Tti'f um at "Wa-shincrton. Tt is very 
fitting that the prufes«ton should at once uct on the 
snggeslloB of the oommnnioatkm, and, doobtlcss, Ibk 
majority of our reader?; were surprised to leara that 
these valuable coUcclions are in the remotest degree 
at the mercy of the dements. 

Our National Medicjd I.it»rary is. without exeep- 
tion. the largest and beat collection of medical lilcra- 
tttie of modem times. It has grown from a collec- 
tion of I fi V.' ! irnir- li U \t hooks liefore the war to 
contain ifO.UOO volumes and 70,000 pamphlets. Its 
dielves hold about 66 per cent, of the medical litera- 
ture exiaui, and nearly all of such as has current 
practical value and not merely historical. Iia'rich- 
neas consists chiefly in the care whldi baa been exer- 
cised in collecting; and arranging for reference the 
periodical literature— the channela thioagh which 
the newest Ideas, troths and heresies are first given 
forth. And it is not in regular medicine alone ihat 
the ooUoction is complete: "all the isms and pathiea 
that the weakness of man or the inventions of the 
iidverxary have jxmred on humanity find tliere their 
organs and their own expositions ungamiabod and 
undeflled." The growth and uraagemeat of this 
library arc chiefly the result of the energy, organ- 
izing capacity aad eruditioa of Dr. J. S. Billings. 
U. 8. A., a gentleman who has developed a genius 
in this work which has probably never been ex 
celled, if it ever has been equalled. His great work 
has been almost constantly hampered by lack of the 
necessary pi^uoiary means, and bis great seal and ' 
taci have been calted on to aopply the deflclency; 
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Ue has succeeded without money in scouring volun- 
tMty COntribatioQs tioax al] sources, authors having 
f^th tn lib mftnagement and being cocvinccd that 
!n no other place can their worlo* do more good. 
The issue of the Index Medieu), edited by Dr. Bil- 
ILngs, untnover. while of great mlue to the profes- 
•Ion in directing them to new books, is valuable 
to lutliore in intro^lucing their tM>ok9 to the notice 
of the profession. 

This great collection — a montimeni to it- buikier. 
■A source of national pride uun of inestimable valuu 
to the profession— iii. however, liabtofti any tine to 
beconie a heap of ashes. There is a demand for«!ndi 
a home for it a^ will remove thi^ liability, and the 
profession ta appealed to to emphasize tills demaad 
OD the powers that ^h-. Iri ihf- ]nngn^(p- >^f the 
Nation: "Is it not well that the medical men of 
the country, who woaM he a power If they would 
work In unison— nnM, !f tlipy need help, that scieo- 
XiAc aud educated men generally — should ioipreu 
Coofieaa with a aenae of ita daty to preaerre the 
M^'dical Library fh'iwf-vcr U rriiiy tn- ultitnn*i''l3" 
boused) intact, and at Uberty to develop in the way 
Id which It has proved ao eafaieatty aucoesafal?" 



TuoL'HT - Readino. — .Supematur&lism weakens 
wiih increasing light. Il^ hold on the mind~ of men 
m the night of heathenism was vtrry tinn. it loos- 
«iMd with the dawn of ijivilizstion, and in these 
isttf T days of the full blaze of eulightenment the 
nold is firm only iu those the scales of whose eyes 
|Mve not been touched by the finger of science. To 
divine the thoughts of another was formerly, and 
indeed until a comparatively recent date, r^rded 
aa beyond the power of the men) hwnan; bat even 
thiscritprioD nf the siiperniittira! nnture is no longer 
reliable. The achievement* of Hisbop and Stuart 
Cnmberland in divining the thoughta of othen has 
demonstrated the t-.tistcnct in man of a faculty 
through the development of which even the secret 
thoo^ta of others may be revealed. That thia fac- 
u!ty rnny he streni^theiied Isy culiivation see ma evi- 
dent from a report given in a recent issue of the 
Ifedlcal Timea and Qaxette, of the acMevementa of 
tho children of a dergj inan in Derby-rhire, Eu^land. 
They had, according to our cootemporary, been 
aoeastomed to amuse themselves with the "willing" 
game— one of them leaving' the ro ^m and on In-ing 
recalled gueaaing the object on which the others bad 
fixed their mfaid^ during his absence. The skill 
vhicli they developed in this direction surprised 
Uieir father, and their acbievemeou became famous 
to t considerable distance. TIm presence of their 
father seemed to increase their powers, and on one 
occasion they attributed their ill success to inertness 
after a hearty dinner. So confldent are they of their 
power that when mistakes occur they attribute them 
to the thinkers rather than to the thought-readers. 
Ooll and undemonstraiive people make success diffl- 
cttlt. In comineotlng on the doings of this family 
our eontemporarj' says: "If seems that in some 
or^uixatlons thought can be lummunicAted by 



moans apart from the generally recognized modes of 
perception . How such communication takes plnr^>-^ 
whether it depends upon some peculiar p r. or 
whether tr simply th:ti some fjnick chiUlron have 
so iraiuri their perceptive powers that they notice 
indications of thought, ordinary In kind butsoaUgbt 
in degree that less skiilfu! ohsorven: sre not aware 
of their existence.— we will exprt-^a no opinion." 

Dr. Hendershott's article in our present number 
will be read with interaat in thia connection. 



Mi£i>io.\L CoL,i.E«K Ankouncembnts. — '^'he An- 
nual Report of the tiecretaiy of the Illinois State 
Board of Health contains the following forcible 
language as to college annouaoeownts: "Anaouncc- 
meni literature, in ii^ielf, prei«ent« some features 
worthy the aerious attention both of the Board and of 

• profession. .Vside from its legitimate funcyottasa 
medium of information to the student, the annual 
announcement, so lavishly scattered throughout the 

I oountiy, is often prostituted to advertising the 
college and the clainis of individujil members of the 
faculty, in lerms aud mauuer differing iitlle, if any, 
from those of the ordinary advcrtiaing quack. In 
the course I'f the past six years I have carefully OC- 
amined ueariy ail liic uuuuuuccuicals liis^ued in tills 

' oountvy, and do not hesitate to say that many of 
them are of such a character that if a private prac* 
titioner bad been guilty of publishing a professional 
card making such claims and couched in such 
terms, he would have been expelle<l from almost 
any medical society for u grusti violation of the 

; ethics." 

The Southern Practitioner reports the death, at 

Nashville, Tennessee, on the 20th iilt., of the Ameri- 
. can Medical College Asaodation. It aaoouncea the 
I cauae of deadi ai '*The Bsllevutf Htab." TUaraier. 
ence is, evidently, to the famous advance and pre- 
cipitate retreat of i^ilevuc Hospital Medical Oollege 
, a couple of years ago. on the question of an ad- 
vanced standard of medical education llell^vue 
was luud in her demands for a higher stiuidard, and 
> in the fullness of time went up to possess the land. 
' fbat die aoon diaoovered that ahe had been too previ< 
' ouB, as it were. She is of " the-old-flag and-an- 
approprUtion" style of patriot, and waa loud for 
advance as long as the cry seemed pofHllnr and waa 
likely to draw students. When, however, the stu- 
dents refused to follow, she quickly sounded the 
I letreai, and thus, as our contemporary intimatea» 
' gave the death blow to the movement to improve 
I medical education in this couotry. But il cruel 
I to-open theae old sores, and more especially at this 
time, when Bellcvr.i is so faithful to the Code of 
' Ethics. Iler new aunotiucemenl flies the ethical 
colors on her mast. How long. In the light of past 
expcrienff^ will they thus '>?*tcntatiuii8]y fly? The 
size of her oczt year s class may have an effect in 
. determining the answer to tilb question. 

In referring to the clause which the Judicial 
Council of the American Medical Asaociation had 

inserted on the slip which delegates were obliged to 
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sign ai the late mectiog, and which was but a 
ooTSnaatinir anew with the Code of Ethics, the 

Phninkliihui.Mt.'ilicjil Times .>ays; "We cannot, 
however, close without a word of praise for the 
dexterity which wu thown in lo stmigling all 
ethical robels that uouc of thcra succeeded in cross- 
ing tlie ftiicrc-d iEacuiapiao tUre»bbold, aod the 
shades of Hippocrates soffered no dishonor, nor dis- 
tress over unflecmly bickerings timl disputings. " 
The Canada Lancet ventures to predict that "this 
attempt at coercion will he followed hy a reaction, 
whicli will have the directly oppoeile effect of wliat 
WHS intended. ' 

The Kan«4> lUid Missouri VuUcy .Medn tu liid<'X 
says: "We hclierc it is a univcnal opinion among 

pikI: as are fiinHliiir with nieilical j uni.i'ir-iri. tual 
the etiort about lo lie made to publish u weekly 
Journal under the auspices and control of the Ameri- 
can Medical .Vssociation, will l»e :i failure We re- 
peat ihh, as a largely prevtiiliug opinion ' ikotUc-r 
Dickman. did it never occur to you that such senti- 
nieuls iiH ilie^e e\i><)--'' y( ii to the clitirire of "Ishiua 
elitiiiuir' Wc m\ii»l be extremely cui-eful bow we ex- 
press ourselves on such subjects. Anything hut 
fulsome HiiiteiH IS vi iy apt to lie construed as 
enmity in eeil;iin (lUHiier:^. 

A comeniporrtry li ii puL'e iidvertisement com* 
BJeneiiiu: mill lln -t.itemeril UihI 'Our organs are 
well ami f.iVMruhly known. ' • Tliey have 
luUeu me.kili at the Centennial, 187'!, at Sydney. 
Au»lr;iliii ISTi. and P uis, Kraoee, ]s7s."' Apix-ur- 
ini:, .t.s tlii> --l.itenienl doe.^, in a rnedieal jmirnnl. it 
is ueees-.uy for <iiie {<> reatl the whole ititvertis< rneiil 
in order l< i l>e certain that the organs referred lo are 

musical instruments and not anatomical append- 
ages. 

While suffering from the well linown effects of 

alcolu'l on the ditTcrent portion.';* of the brain, Mr. 
Bpiuitii repaired to his homo. Un reaching it, tbe 
symptoms became complicated with diplopia. In 
this eondition, which he endeavored manfully to 
coiu-eal. he flxed his eyes on Hit*, and compla- 
cently remarked. "Well, I dedtre. If you two gals 
don't look 'nough alike to be twins." 

The Kal.'imazoo Telegraph reports the birth of a 
child at Dorr, Michigau, having one body, two 
heads, three arms and four hands. The lower limbs 
were n:itttr \I. There were two pnirs shoulders, 
the two ^i)iuul columns jjlartiug troni Ik'Iow at aeur- 
ly the same point The two adjacent shoulders 
gave attachment to a single arm, whirh prniccted 
backward and termioatod in two distinct hands, the 
palms of which faced each oUunr. The monster 
wa.-i "^till l»ru. 

In the article on ForeiErn Hodie.s in tlie I'terihe 
Cavity, by Dr. Wessinger, in the Ituit i^ue of tbe 
AoB, the printer enclosed two aentenccs in quotation 
marks and in such relation as to make i*. apjH-ar that 
the language waa that of Kdward .John Tilt This 
was an error The sentences following Ihe mention 
of Pr. Tilt's uante were by the author of the paper, 
and should not have been given aa a qtiotatlon. 



i The aoaiomieal knowledge and ingenuity of the 
I Cincinnati phy-ician are remarkable. The Lanoet 
and Clinic tells of one whose only difficulty iu pa.ss- 
j ing the female catheter was in its liitching against 
the prostate gland. He has set himself to work to 
invent an instrument wlii< h \s ill nyercome this diffi- 
culty, and the profession will anxiously await this 
"loogfelt want." 

The Rev. Henry Ward Beeciier exchima: "Xo 

more ocean for me. Never! I agree with Dr. 
Thompeoo, who said that when he came on deck 
' the ocean looked like one vast dose of Ipecac. One 

of (he attraetions of heaven to me is lliat 'there 
shall be no more sea.' 1 will vi^^ii Kurupe again 
: when I can walk there or go on wheels. 

The Quarterly KpMom** of Braiihwaite's Kctro- 

■ apects. for June, credit.s twenty (me excerpts lo llie 
Mei>h Al. AoK. The diM rimiiiaiins editor of lhat 
valuaMe sy:ioi)tieal ]<ul)lication i<vlj4 an example of 

■ giving eredit to whom ere<lil is due," which is not 
emulates! as it ought to i)o. 

- - 

A TRCATIHC »>S IxsAXITT fV its MltUK-.o ItEi. vrn.N.-,. Uy 
Wifliiini A. ll.Oiiui 'tKi, >I. I'., Sur|^>>. Ill (;,T)Hn»l f S .\ 
(•ti:<'l Lisir, i'r.if'-ssor of Pir.c;is«'s of tie- Mlii.J uixJ 
Xcrvi.iK ^\>lvtii- III tli>' .Nt-'w York (jra'Iiiato Medl. jil 
S' li ." lis : Ti '--i.l.'iji uf tlu- .iiuenciui .S<;iirvl«>)peai 
' tioil, > M ; [.[) ;us. I'l'.Ill ?,'..«(». 

New York: D Ap|il«iuu Co. 
IX'lmnt: jAhll Willyouiit;. 

Tills In ;i work on the sni jL-i i (if Iti>auity. 

It is hascit on ihf a.ssumption that all ntontal pbt n;i- 
mena are the n .^nli of the funt !ioii:»f ion of brain 
The individtml i.«i .«ane and correct in his demeanor 
ill profmrtion to the inic'^ritj' of iii? brain tis>ue, and 
is lus^iue aud manifests his insanity tu improper 
' conduct, to the extent that t)n<i I'x^me. has df^parCed 

frturi tie- normal strmilurd In other woidH ' if 
healthy llie protluel of il» (the biaiu'-> ailioo is 
i 'Hanity;' if unhealthy 'iosnnlly.' " 

Thi- maierialistie conci-plion of mind iniisl tend 
; U> relieve the individual from moral rtxtpuu^ibility, 
I and its recognition in law would lead to confusion 
' and anareliy Our author, therefore, elassifics in 
sanity as legal and medical. Tlie line dividing legal 
sanity from insanity is an arbitrary one and fixed 
I hy legislation. If an arbitrary division cannot lie 
I avoide«l. doubtleiitf such legislation as makes the 
I knowledge of right and wroni? the dividiog tine ia 
! mogt conducive to the safely of .society. Hut from 
a medical point of view such a test of insanity is un- 
tenable. A man may believe himself to be .Julius 
Ctesur and yet know that a (mrtieuiar act is wviUg 
and contrary to law, and he fully aware of the con 
I sequences of such act. There is no middle ground 
i in medical insanity. A large proportion of the 
I population of every civilize*! community are insane 
j according to tbe medical standard, and tbcro are few 
i jieoplB who have not at some time or other, perhaps 
for a moment only, been medically insane In view 
of these fticts the author argues for such a revision 
of the legal oonoeption of the term insanity aa shall 
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tecognixe iu medical tn«ati)ng^. But while it miiy | 

be <]ifflcult to adjust laws according to \\w laller 
etandttrd it becomes pbyaiciAos in their dealings \ 
with ineB to recognize it, and in the caae of the | 

mental and moral derangemeot-s which they witness I 
to tjrace liiem U) dutturbod cercbralion, even as thoy 
regard dyspepsia as ttic symptoms of a disturbed ; 

BtomacL. 

The booii oiwns uiih u discussion of ibc naluru 
and aeat of iIk' mind. Ii is needless to repeat that ' 
the autlior refers its aeat to the l»raiu nud rejrards it 
ss the effe< t of liraiii aoti«)n. Il< (iividcs it into per- . 
((■pl|i>n, intell«.-ct. emotions auU will. He then ,dis- ' 
cusiis the ineutal iiinl [)hy>iCAl Ciraditioiis iiiliereut 
in the indiviitiitil wiiicli intUienc<' the action of tiie 
miud. Tlie ivmaininsr cliaplers of ibe tir^t si ctiou • 
arc reN|NKaively dewted to ecfentricity, iodio- 
syiK r;i-.> . irenius, habit, (eiiiiv r iiiant, constitution, ' 
UCiedilaty leiidcucy, agv. bts, rar* . 

feieciinn 11 disi(!U:iS(*s the onture and scut of inolioct. 

>i I'li.iii II! lli-;ilS of til'' i ;UlS'-s of >Icc;.. tin: >'al(' 

(if ibi- niiud dunn^^ ^.ieep, lite pli} -^iolu.;/ ot dicauii . 
and niitrlml dreams. 

>»i ' t'oii I \" i.-, di\ ii.ii il iiM(» lliii'Iccn c'hap'^Ts tie 
Voti'tl Su Ihc Vrtiiuu-* loiiu>ol MiA^iuUy, llieir tli;>l',ij{y, 
puttiolo|;y. diMgnoj^i.-t, progo'iM^Hnd irvutmi'Dt. The 
aiiilii ir ' cMf II -) \ I' I A j>v t ic):i V ( ■->! ii-i i jl I y (juali- 
tied iiiiu loi lbiE> work, while e>jinuiaud ot citai 
and forcible lattguA{<f ha^ enablod liini to communi- 
catij lii< vi<:W:« it!S fev authors ttiti. 

A Mw.Ai, "l- A I -( I'l, 1 A : !■ AVn I'tlK r - .!> ■. . Hvf.ll.vCISfi i 
Ihe Hh.t -I' l! Ili.'lt'll' i.f I'l'-r l-.' . Ml Ir,. I.ilii. - i lit'.llt. 

sad of Tli'irni I- Aii'-tiiisiii |;^- Klim M, I> , )'r<> 

fi^Horof tbe Frinuipit^ aixl Practkeuf Madicine antl ot 
Clinical Mt-dliJine« iiii tbt- Bfllrvu« Medical Ut«Ilti;e, etc. 
Third EJilitm, n!viM>d, 

I'hllsdelphiar Hetity t\ Lw" Son * Cv 

Ji-lroii .\<-\\i\ WillymjiiK. 

This litMi- liooli u'lve-:, iu t oncisf foioi. ilir ii •-- oiis 
in phy.sieal diii;rnosi> whi<'li the ;nithor is in ilu- 
hiibU of giving t<> bis private classes of sfuden's and 
pni< tUioncrs lulbe-r !r i! - Ire aims (1) to simplify 
Ibe&ubjcct and (oavonl ali needless instrnnients; ^2) 
tocoDside* tbe distinctive characters of the dilTerpnt 
physical '^iirn- ;i< deleruiine»1 , rinf \;\ aua!i>i,'ieH nor 
by dedvK lion.s from phyttit.s. but by anidyHi.s, atid a.s 
faased especially on variations In tlte intensity, piu>h 
and fjuftlT'\ of f^miiiiV^ (H* to imprcs-' the fa< l that 
the significance of physical signs relates to curtain 
pbysieal conditions; (4) to enforce tiie necessity of 
fturtJf'icnt "^tudj' of till' steal fondilinns and the 
signs uf health as a nim- tjun m'u for success in the 
study of tbe physical diagnosis of diseases; and (6) 
to waivr- disrussion of tbe tn' rhnnism of si-jn? 
wbenevLT this is open for discussion, tailing the 
ground chnt onr knowledge of the idgniflcance of 
i-ii:ns rests solvly on the constancy of thcii cnTiiier 
tioa with the physical conditions which they reyrc 
cent. 

The necessity of the ixjinls aimed at, a- above 
ruted from tbe preface, must be obvious to every 
pbysioiaa of even Umiied experienoe in this meuis 
■of diufnoslt. Tbe Aulhor's style ennble* him to 



make them with charming directness and eleamesa. 

The little book has alreatly become an authority on 
its subject, and its popularity is evinced in the fact 
that the third edition has so soon been called for. 



M«nitgftm«nt of "Hammer Complnlnte** In 
Chlldreii. 

BY C. IIAW.OW. M, O'. EATON, ILL. 

P. w subjects demand more attention than lb it of 
the summer complaiuts of children, as there are no 
diseases so prcvatent and so fatal during Ibr summer 
months. My practice i« mainly in the country, 
where tltey are not so prevalent nor so fatal as in 
cities. They nevertheless prevail to a sufHcient ex- 
tent to di tnanil '>iir cmi -i itfention. 

1 believe much can be dinic liy phyMciaus to pre- 
vent thChC bowel cnmpbdntM; and, ns the prpventivc 

treatmf^Qt is of {iriiie' inipoitnnre. i' liOiiM r<'<-eive 
special coT>siilt rutioti. To this end, the utloloj^y of 
these affections must be rev-' il-Ht. T lir Hove it is 
gtitierally conceded that contirmous tcmiura 
'ure. fof M iniiiili- r of dny> aoii uijjhl.s toge'liev, is 
t li: ir chi'.'f LaUj'*' Till aii- «oiii'' who helicvc iu 
their inalsrial oritzin, <'i tiuil they \\r:<\- frcni inhala- 
I I'lMs ot' .i''i!i()-[>h('i lo:ii?'(! wi'lt 'io\i'4i|s viipors 
iiTiil giuiC--, arisi])!.' 1 1 oin V( L"''t iM<! deci inipo<i;ioii, or 
friim over crowdinL,' :i< in tenement hou«es in cities. 
Others Jit j'lie Iha' illi iniiiions of heni atel toM are 
tnoi'' pn^ductivt; of Ijowel ( oiiiplairiis tiian coutiuued 
heat; and still otberf, that th< y are . nised !ty a veg- 
etahie ilii l. witlioui taking time evidently, to con- 
i>idcr the lacl thai lhe>e palieutKilo not eat v egelahlcs. 
That alternations of lieai and cold are nrrt a Kufllclent 
eaus<- we have aaiplf proof in our own rlirnale, 
where we »umclkmes have all kiuds of weather 
within twenty>four hours without these affections. 
The notion that malaria, noxiou^ vnpois or f;a.ses 
cuUHe them lu develop, doe^j not preclude the theory 
that continued high tcmpernturc wilt eai^sc them, as 

the hifr, r iit i lo lneed by hi^^'h temperature. 

In New Orleans, where the days arc very hot in 
summer and the nighu very cool, there are not more 
(ban one-third as m m y (le:i!hs fi' in '-'ninii< i eoin 
plaints ' iu prop<^rtiou, us there are in most of our 
' northern cities; and this in spite of the fact that 
New niiciiiis it know II to Ik' a very un'ie:iltli} rlty. 
lu 8an Kraocisco there is little deveU»pnienl of these 
' diseases. It is only where we have a rontlntions 
high lemperatnn" dnv ind night, and in densely 
populated iocaiittes, tliat "summer complaint" pre* 
vails to an •larmlog extent. 

The fact that it prevails tnostly in tbe months of 
, July and August is a good argument iu favor of the 
( above proposition. That dentition is not necessarily 

an ( xeiliiiir cause, is .-vident fioivi the fnet that as 
many children cut teeth in winter :ts iu the summer. 
' During tbe twst Ave years I have treated ntnetr-nlne 
cases of infantile di.irrluea. ineluding 8im])le dlar 
j rbiea. eotero-coUtis und cholera infantum. Four of 
I these terminated falally. The following summary 
\ shows the number of cases treated in each month of 
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Ibe year: January 0, February 2, March 8, April 5, 
May 4, June \ July 23, August 35. September 20, 
October fl, November 5, December 1. It will be 
seen that sixty -eight of these cases occurred duhog 
the hot mouths, and all the severe cases ooeumd 
during these months. The cases that came up 
earlier and later in the season were all cases of 
ilnple Qon inflammatory diarrhcem and none of ttMm 
wfre protracted beyond a fow day? 

Propli^kmtf The old adajjc "that an ounce of 
preTwtitloii Is worth « potind of cim," Is just as 

iru(^ now as when if wa.s first spoken. Wl' can do 
a great deal toward preventing the developmeat of 
tbeao diseases, hy ioatnioting pareota how to man* 
age their children during tlii' Imt months. If in- 
fants are bottle-fed they should have pure milk, and 
hare It prepared so it will resemble the mother's 
milk iks nearly a8 can be. Purity of atmosphere should 
be secured by thorough ventilation, and there should 
Im windows enough in the apartment to make It 
light. During the hot weather there should be no 
cooking done in the room where these children are 
kept, nor in the adjoining room. Every family, 
especially in the country, can have a temporary 
summer kitchen, detached from the mnm building, 
In which to do the cookini;. unci thus prevent over- 
hewing the dwelling house The heat genenrtodfay 
a cook stove is just as injurious us the intense sum- 
mer heat; and it should ho avoided jui much as 
possible. A sufflcieot numter of shade trees 
around dwcllini; houses do much to wartl cooling (he 
atmosphere, besides furnishing a cool place for the 
chddren to play in. The dress should also be at- 
tended lo. A very thin flannel shirt of stifflricnl 
lengUi to cover the abdomen is advisable, and t)e- 
•fdea this a fUn gown is all the clothing needed. In 
order to keep the blood cool children should be 
given a cool bath morning and evening. And I be- 
lieve this to he of the grcateat importance. I be- 
lieve that by a atriict adherence to these rules, in 
the eoutttcy, where the air ia pure, bowel com 
plaints can be almost if not entirely prevented. 

Treahiwnt.—ln some cases small doses of mercury 
with chalk were siven in the first stage, combined 
with opiiiQi and bi.smuth, which latter remedies 
formed the main treatment in many eases. Simple 
cases did well uw hindnnnm. rntechu and chalk mix- 
tore. I also useii l\w pulv. crela comp. c. opio with 
excellent results. In protracted cases I used aro- 
mnli( spirit* nf ;immnni:i wiih bismuth, simple 
symp and water. 1 itl.<io gtive iactopeptiue with 
990d results. Quinine was i^iven to nearly all of 
thffte pnfients. Tn thos*' under two yenr* of rxifp it 
was given by inunction in the axilla and sometimes 
over the abdomen. I usually ordered the abdomen 
l)utlit (! with turpentine three times ;i dnv. In i-ome 
cAiteH 1 used warm fomentations over the bowels 
with very good rssnlts. but the most obstinate cases 
projjresj^ed more rapidly when cold npplif:itiont 
were used; ao<: in many cases 1 believe them to be 
of gnat sendee. Diet and proper hygienic manege 
mimt were alvr»y« attended to. 



Thought TniBifbmd— Mind-Reading net 
■mel«*llM41av. 

nt W. VrS9 HBrDKBSHOTT, B. A., M. D., WLL 

I sBOAM. nx. 

I have been much interested in the articles which 
you have been publishing in the Medicvl Aok on 
Mind- and Muscle -Rending. Perhaps Brown, in 
j 1847, in no greater degree surprised his audiences in 
' his cffort.s at tnind-roading than I Imve a few of my 
, particular friend^ at ' gueh-sing" their .thoughts. 
I Allow me to mj in tiie beginning that mind reading 
is somelhintr with which T have cTperimented or 
1 praodced but little, consequently what i may say is 
I not «r eithedm. But. nevertheless, the idea of 
muflcle-reading and the vibnitorr theory of mole • 
: culeg lo explain it, is so at varience with what 1 
know about it that I would fain enter a protect 
against them. Not muscle rendinsr. for it i<? claimed 
— and it is indispensable to the vibratory theory— 
j that a 'Nxmttguity of moleeules" is neoessnry tooon- 
, vey the thought from on*- ]>er>*on to another, or 
I rather convey the molecular wi^^les which some 
I suppose constitute thought, or again to set up the 
same moleculnr wa<,'iriu2 iti w second person. Thi» 
i contiguity 1 know is not a pre-requisite to mind 
i reading, for 1 have read people's thoughts when they 
I were at a short distnnce from me, written thcnr 
I down, preaeated them to the individual and had 
I him to ask "how did you know my thoughts?" Yet 
; I freely confess that this take.<i mf»re concentration 
' of thought, more effort of mind, a longer time must 
eiap ^ . and I am not SO entirely satisfied that I am 
j right, us wh( n I can take the person by both hands; 
: and it makes it still more easy for me to k>ok the 
i person In the eyes. Why this manual contact and 
I look into "the windows of the soul" should make 
I the effort easier for me I do not know. But that it 
is so I do know. Sometimes, when endenvoring to 
read tboughtn. holding the person by the hands, I 
could not at once satisfy myself what his thoughts 
, were. I would ask him to look me in the eyes, and 
! when he did so I could tell almost instantly. I have 
also rea<l people's thoughts by looking them in the 
eyes and not touching them at all. 

JjMvpM, I would remark that I also can make 
some people read my thoughts. For instance, name 
colors or uumljers of which I would think, etc., etc. 
Have done so with and without personal or mole 
cular contact Hence I am satisfied that thoui^ht 
j reading is not consequent on muscular tension or 
molecular action, oi 1 rcrtuniy E he above facts will 
I tend to lead other muuls <o tlte same conclusion. 
I Mind (allowing the word to stand for that power 
in man which conceives, judges and reasons) is not 
body, nor thought "body motion " That there is 
I motion accompanying thought or the result of 
thought I do not deny, any more than I would deny 
that there is c\pan-iu:i accompanying^' heat m the 
result of heat. Hut that expansion is beat 1 do 
! deny ; so also do I deny thst ''molecular motion" is 
thought. 

But, to the argument; Fir»t. I cannot conceive, 
neither have I any evidence to cause belief, that a 
I quaver of a moleoale is ihooght in any direction, or 
I that a hemi-demi-iemi quaver of an atom or nestol 
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atoms is thought of anything or to auyUjiioj^. 
Neither bftve I aoy ovidence of molecular vibration. 
I admit a moleculnr motion which is ohemico vital, 
but not vibratory. Xyw, a'mce the mobcuhir vibru 
tory theory ia advanced to help to prove that "mind ' 
is body. " und that it is by this process that thought 
is tranaferreil, ii.-' Ulustratcd by the telephone, 1 wish i 
to •how by tills bmom (Blephona that neither of the | 
two propcsiitions can be correct ; that there is no 
vibration, hcucc, in this !>eu!ie. no molecular motion, ; 
id c»t, 00 motiott of the dlaphragma or t 
molecules of tlic wire traoemitting the sound. 

1 will refer to the cipVimento of R. M. Feiguson 
and Oodnt Dn Monoet. These ratowned anthorities 
show that lhi:Ti.- is not tin? li-iisi vibratory motion in 
the receiving diaphragm, and common sense will > 
tesiA even s tyro in sdenoe that it is Impossible for f 
the triiu^iniitiing diaphragm to vibrate at one, and the 
same moment, to more than one sound or note; im- i 
possible from tlie faet that a certain nnmber of ' 
vibrations must be made per second to give a certain 
letter. To sound "A," for instance, we must have j 
440 Tibrations per second— vibradon " once in and ' 
once out" — a bendiny "once in and once out." The 
high "C"of a Ficcolo-Hutc gives 4.752 vibrations 
per second, and we can hear both letters at one and 
(he same time, and many others for that matter, and 
T know that it is utterly impossible for a diaphnigin 
or tympanic membmne to vibrate "A," 440. aud 
"D" 4,752. in the same second. This is certainly 
too evident to need n backbone iu the way of argu- I 
ment; but I would aisk auy reader to make, if be I 
em, VbK "A" string on a violin vibrate at the same 
moment of tiiru- "A" and "0." It is as much im- 
poaaibie fur a drum huiMi or diaphragm as it is for , 
thaaeooDd string of a vioUn, or any string, and we I 
know that we can hear, by telpphonp or not, many 
sounds or notes, made or struck at the same time, 
fw taslanee tiie music of a band or ptaao^ I 

But if any cnn>?idrr this doubtful, tvc have onlj" to 
refer to the same authorities to prove that the tele- 
tdione will Imnsmit sonnds without dlapluagms. | 
Rpmovf both and speak against the naked poles of 
the magnet anil the meaaage is traoamitted all the , 
ssnae, and that too without any body capable of | 
vibration. The diaphragm aids, but not by ribra- ' 
tion, the instrument in its work. . | 

Hence the Idea that thought can be read by the ' 
vibration of Tnoloruirs". illustrated by itic trde- 
phone, must go to the wall; and in confuting this 
ritaratoiy Idea or hypothec I do, so far as this aup- 
podtion Is eoneemed, pn»v« that mind is not body, j 



Ambiucam ^Ikuicaj^ Association.— SRCT108 oji 1 

iHBOBBT AHD AKATOMY. | 

I 

Tlesday, Junb 5tii— Fikst Day. 

This section met at 2:30 o'clock. Chairman, Dr. 
W. F. I'cck, of OaTanport. la,: Dr. Pnnl F. Bve, of 
Hashvillf, Tenn. I 

The lirst paper read wus by Dr II. Vance, of { 
Olfifdaiid, Ohio, on 



TTu Radical Cur* of Htrnta by a New Method. — 
Referring to oblique inguinal hernia, he spoke of - 
the ptHniliarity of hi.H method as con.sisting iu bring- 
ing together thu two lipii of tite iiernial opening by 
means of a deep seated suture paused suheutaaeously 
with u s«,'mi circular needle. 

in Uiis way he converts the pa*viou!>ly wide opea 
hernial canal into a closed valve, that rsaists all 
tendency to allow of a second protrusion, 

Dr, D. P. Allan, of Cleveland, followed with a 
paper on 

Jfethad ^ TVuoIbmM.— Ilis conclusions were as M- 

lows*: 

1st. — The fact that the operations iu the abdo- 
minal cavity suooaeded without the spray does not 

intliifnro the employment of anti-^fptics with regard 
to other operations where there is a continued op 
portuoity for infection. 

Od — It would appear that the spray h the least 
important of ^1 the details in antiseplit^, and that 
if the other details are attended to. proper drainage, 
dressing, and pressure may, by securing absolute 
quiet for a wound, avert danger. 

8d. — ^That different methods are of different ap- 
pticalions. and that whereas the spray may In' nm^t 
important when opening Joints, and it the atma 
sphere of hospitals with bad hygienic surroundings, 
flooding might be equally eiBcient in, certain otiwr 
wounds. 

4th.— That some prominent anttaept!c<, such as 

iodoform, would be most serviceable when other 
antiseptics are inapplicable, as in the removal of a 
tongue. 

5th. — That although there are certain dangers in 
the use of antiseptics, these arc more than equalled 
by the dangers attendant upon thidr omlmion, 
u8peci»lly in large hospitals; and that dangers by 
poisoning are <reriainly decreasing as the application 
of antiseptics is becoming better understood. 

6tfa. That Investigation may develop a method of 

method of securlnp^ antiseptic results le«;s onerous, 
and devoid of the disadvantages that now surround 
them. 

The varioua antiseptic methods produce better re- 
sults than any othpr method. 

Dr. Martin, of Massachusetts, in opening the dia- 
cuarion. remarked tiiat in fifty years, be believed, 

r/ist<'nvm would only be regarded as one of tlic 
curiosities of medical literature, lly Liisteriam he 
must be understood to refer to the ^'deetmction <rf 
liaciHl," re^.irdless of any other ro-existent uncie:in- 
liaeae. Uc believed iu general cleanliness iu the 
treatment of wounds . 

He further referred to .Vinbrosc Party's experience 
in French campaigos, where ibu wounds of the 
higher ollloers, who bad all possible care and surgi- 
cal oversight, proved fjir more fatal on the average' 
than those of the oommoo soldiers, whoae injuries 
remained aaeared for for days at a time, lying as 
th^ did ultariy npnrt from all aMlttanoe at tha 
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apol where they happinetl to fall on Ww field of 
t«ttl«. 

Dr, (' I' Nancrcilc >pok<- ^trough in favor of 
LUt«rism .luU against Dr. M:trUa'i» criticisiuj. 

The next paper, on the "Value of Early and 
Late OpiTiitioiis in Morbid Growths, especially 
Mali^aant,' whs by Dr. '6. D. Uros.s of Fliiladel 
pbia. 

Tln' Mction, after li.«t<'nin;^ lo a \m\\^'T 'i> Pi II. 
A. Martin, of Massachusetts, on the "Treutmeut of 
Synovial Diaoascs by a Netr Method," advocating 
the withdrawal of tin- syriovi.il lluici hy aspiration 
and the application ot the rubber Imnrlttge, ad- 
jounuid. 



Wi;i)M>i> v\ .1 i Ni: 'Vrii — <>M> \) \\ 

The median wa^ tullLti to ui'lrr at 2 :50 f m t>y 
Dr. W. F. Peek, of lown. rliairnmi 

Dr U<'l'<-if N'i'VMiKiii, '<( Ni w York < iiy. it;i.l :i 
paper oa " Vh* Surgkni I »r< o! ElLtirulysi*," TliC 
re«tilb« whiHi behnd obtainetl rmm itn iiiic in .strio' 
tiirt: i>f llif liiTlliiM '\y.A - ii > • I:: nt 

Dr. Janieh U. Jay !<•! , o; .Nijw Vurk, iviiU )>• ii'i i,- 
of an e1ahf>nite paper on 

/•',•.»«•.'..•.•'> I. /.'■• ..> -\s'li>'": w I- I'll fi;-i'ly 

illuutraltil t.y wcil u vtl iliawiu^f. Itx ti Hin 
llrsl !»iK»ke ol rniclMif €»f ihe lbi<fli bone, whieh he 
trenl> v\ illi :i -;iiM!f iii'i'l"' In tit ili'''* t'u<- [n, r iitniMi. 
whereby la- vt'cure*. the iiiusl pcrlLi l tomttjil pyssi- 
blc by any ni»pnrHtiH used for the puriM)d<' of coun- 
ter-ext''i;«!'Hi I'iiis ui.-iitly device*! litllt- -:irlil:r- ' 
held in pi)«itioa l>y a »trHp ruuiiuig to llic li' ud buard 
on oaeb i>lde. thus .securing tbc limb In un immovable I 
I>o-iii '"I Hy f;i^fi)iii'_ >lri|» i>r :i'!iirs'LV c jila^tL-r, 
previously secureti to tlie leg, to a pecoiiur hpriug i 
arrangement aliaehed to (he fool of tbc bcti, he can I 

produce any desired dfcicfof I'.xri-n^ioti l l-.c ( liiof 

advantage of the whole apparatus over ail other j 
instruments id the little saddle on vbicb the pat'cnt 

fiits, li^ it wcrt", witli vnmUtyi, lalluT tkan misery, as [ 
In most other toethoda. and the arraogemeut of 
apriugs. The doctor announced bimse'.f as positive- 
ly oppoaed to the old nu'lhoil of using stones and 
uth-r «uspen>ory weiirhls to produce extension of 
Ihe liiiibs, and tbi'u turued hia attention to 

TAe TreainUHt of Fmctund Bibt. — He brings the 
broken vtu\^ into phui- t)y rai^^itiii the arms over the 
head, au urigiual method, by which he claims there 
is no trouble in adjustracut. They are then held 
in place b\ a l»,iiid of ;irllir -i\ «■ plaster around the 
body. He gave original methtxi^ of treating brukcn 
wriata and coUar-bonea. iUuBtraling the ireatment of 
the latter witli a iivlnf,' i xamiilr- in the person of an 
Irish laborer of this city, who wui» suffering from an 
injury of the kind named. 

Dr' B. If. Moore, of Rochealer, TX. Y., read a 
Tfirr Interesting paper on 

Ths Trtntmtnt &f Old Cawi of Compound DMnm- 
Htm tfOe Ulrta in ConiuethH vit* CollfiC Fmri-trt. — 
He think« tha' in those ra«ps of fracture of the 
radiu« known as the Colles' fracture. thei% is also 
diatooatJoft of Ihe atyloid extremity of the ulna, 



which dislocation in many ca8«6 is not reduced, 
and great deformity ia the result. At any tine 

within six moDth.<: from the dale of the orijrinHl 
injury, he rebreak<i the united fracture and attempts 
u reducti<»u of the dislucaiion. bttt when casea are of 
BO long standing na not to )>ermit of breaking the 
he exM-fis thr extremity of ilie uioa. thus 
making u u^'ful and uiovable joiut. 

The discuaaion which fallowed waa participated 
in l>y l>i. Wile, of (unnKiitnt . Dr. S, Hos?, >A 
Ailuooa. I'a. ; Dr, Quimby. of .leri*y City, N. J.; 
Or, Kiolocb. of Souih (raruliaa; Dr. MufW. of .\r- 
kaiiMi-- iitul !)r V Ut !;n. of Illinois 

Dr V. 11 ri>iTuiau, ol < >iuahu, Neh . n;^d titc iaU 
p.tptT of iliL li.iy on 

The TrtMtttiut iVuttef Spiueti hy Stil^^'itannfU* 

1,1 II' — il'- li> -k ^villl lilt- U^U:ll inctliod of 

Irealiueut iu liuch cn^v'^- au i >uid tliv ftiuipic^l hul 
I most effective m«*tht«l, rtist always uTHleri»l«od, la 

^u!>( u'jHuroiH im'lHion "\ Ill-' M ili;.' (loriion 

' of the npine which is inipiic ued ili^ j>i«H i-<Jure is 
to introilure a t«>notome at a point l»clo\v tlte tender 
sp'it. theh<H> pHH.'^nii.' it It a point above, and then hy 

; iV'-^^u :i - he \v i ■ '-i! r:i , ](i ri;i-. I'ciu r. uj, m (lie 
1 iHiui-, rtHil u nt rt; ii-nti;ii' li.- -Iriii tuiv in iuviilvOii he 
• divide.! the Khenth of Ihe tendon or performs longi- 
; -I -Il I'f iJH; !<"-nii Hi it-i ' 'lr :nelfae4 

j the ap»)(icunrsi< wln-u it i» lin- scai ol liisi i.»c. 



The paper gave rUe to nunnjrous inquiries and 
<i 'It at 'if dl4rnA<3ioti. as ihc praetiei- in h Teiy 

u'lvvi one. 

Dr. (ri»ffmnn wn<» reesillwl to re explain liis method 

i>: tii:.ikiu j tiic ini '.-mil. a':cr Si tif w:t< kojit 

.staudin^j: upon the »tagc for some lime answering 
qiiestiriMS fr«»m variou<» phy><ielan!» relative of his 

p^ili.r 

The S4'clion then adjnurnr*!, to mftel on rhurs«lay. 
iW^ M p. M. 



THt'tii»nAV, Ji:kk 7— Tmihh D.vy. 

The first pajx r wa.s read by W. A. Byrd. of IHi- 

nt»is, on 

ExfUton oj Ii<AU y/ip't/</<»{«.— The si>calicr Said tliat 
ever since the Arst suggestion of the removal of the 
head of the femur, by Charles White, in 176!», for 
morbus cuzarius, and the dmt execution of it. by 
Scbmalz. in 1816,' as atated by Dr. Sayre, 
or by Anthony White, in as claime<l by 

Burwell. there had been great diveraity of 
opinion among surgeons in regard to Ita pro- 
priety, a few favoring it, but many condemning it 
as utterly useleaa. For, while it might aave the life 
of the patient, it frequently left a raiaerable de- 
formed being, ineat^ble of locomotion without the aid 
of crutches or cane. The ohanoes of cure were no 
l>etter than if the patient were left to depend upon 
the slow prooemof spontaneous exfoliation of the 
diseaited bone, a process generally anticipated by 
death. Opinions, however, bad greatly changed 
since the namber of exciiioas bad beoome tnfBoeat 
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to eemptre witb the older tneihods.* The doctor 

then repfirtcil the ciiso of » girl, ten years of m/t, 
■who. after enduring; the openitioii for the renioVH| 
of tlie head and upper portion of tlic femur, was tu 
due time able to walk without crutches, paiiiag np 
ftod liown «»air? with cuw. Thi- operation cou- 
«it»le<l in au incbiou two inches above the gmii 
trochanter, continued downward, curving' liehiud 
the great troehanter. and ending Hv-p inrhc^ 1»elow 
ilii origin. The soft parts were pulled aside and de- 
tached carefully, with the perioflleum. from the 
iKujf. h\ means of a dentist's st-rapi-r Tlie head of 
the boue waa brought out thntugh the upeuin^, and, 
on account of \u wftcned coodUion. was divided 
just 1k-1o\v th<' lr(»ch:inti'r. i!ifiro apiK-ariiii; to be \\<> 
oiijer p<irtiou of ll»e bone affected. The (irebsin^ 
wa.« oaltnm nod halwm of Peru. A pliotc^apl) 

lllii^trattnn '>f tlii- * ^^■:1s slinwn lIi- callfil at 
tenliun to the lime init-r«rt>Ding between the attack 
and the vJtci^on of th? joint. Hhowin? the peiojl lu 

l>V. 15yr i i lo llx- -iijiiil (:.M-(i liy 

Liu!, wIiIlIi u.i- 111-;: In 'n lii. "H'l i; . l»y Dr. 

OharU's T. I>ark> f ctii. . but stated that the 
invi'iii.oi' 1iirii«i'lf, |);..\\' T. \'f|-i;y, '>r ( _'i>, 
prixTil an ! Ciilji'd »li>.»li ililli lu t;\hiUit allU i.xplaiu 

hii) Hpparaiti*. Dr, Verity pJa<^'il upon tiw platform 

ttti tijiri_'!il p">t. tu wiiicli hf nM'i' III-'] ;i li-i,ittLrnl:iT 
frana- nnul',- uf -lups of uouil. fii.sl< intd t<iiii'Uier l)V 
airon^ Mrap iron hinoros. and aitaohcd to the aprit|h( 
by iiimtis iif :i < l;iiiip Fniin th ■ < \ti< iiiily ol ilii^lii 
tti>gle liuuj^. i«us|«iiuied by a .slron.r t urd, the wire 
framework In whir-h lite pnltcnt IIch, r;ipnblc of nd- 
jiistriu'iil l'< 111 'i<'sir<ii |i'):iit;iMi i f ll:c- |im')s 

Tlie triangular frame eau also hi adjusted at any 
aniprle. and can be nttnchcd to a door-poftt. or any 
su'-h convi-iiii'iit u[>ri;:!it. The entire apparatus is 
very portable, and eao be packed up for Iransporta 
tion in a few svcondtt. While in this condition it 
ri'r|uir< s tio iviilei spa' r lii iii an onlitiary violin bc.v. 
As the inventor explained point after point, proving 
the wiperiority of the apptirfttu«. he was enthu-i 
astit .Hy ' iiplandid 

Ur. L Hall Say re, nf Nvw York, coiupliuiented 
Dr. Writy very liiglil} upon having the correct idea 
( I -ti [tension, but claimed for Ins father and him 
tiolf the oriifination of tfi< principle involved 
in the construction of every apparatus for s<ispen 
Mon. 

Dr. .Moses Gtinn, of ('hicago, einphasiaed the 
utility of Dr. Verity's apparatus. 
The next paper was by Dr. H. O. Marcy, of Bos. 

ton. on 

7lu Surgieol Tne^mut 0f JnttMinal Obttrtwtioa.— 
He stated that great trlamphs had been achieved 

during the \aM decade in abdominal operations, and 
divided inteetinal obstructions into three classes — 
chronic, late acute, and ^arty acute— either or each 
of which miglit be caufted by fecal Impaction, fibrous 
nr "Bnf^erous structure, intu-ssuweption. injuries, etc. 
The 6r«>t and mo^t important thing was a prompt 
and correct diifnoala. Re awerted that the aspira- 



tor could be wed to relieve gaseous distention witli 
almost ab»ilute safety, and that its use ia followed 
by relief, thou^rh oidy palliative and not curative. 
He mentioned the reduction of gaaeouH distention of 
the rectum, recommending, however, thai no time 
be Io.-»l in resi.rlin* to an operation, as tin- location 
of the Iroultlc cannot Ik- accurately known. Or 
Marcy recommended opening the abdominal cavity 
in tlie median line, lakinir care to preserve th« 
utmost cleanlint^ <luring the operation. After the 
the o)»trurtion bad heed removed, the edges of the 
wound should be br'ui^^hl ilccurately |i).;»'tln r.cspcoi 
ally the oj)posed edge.* of ihu periloneuni, a.s the 
hemorrhagic is generally grave. 

In (■jH'iiinL: the discussion. Dr. H .V Watsnn.- df 
New .Jersey, spoke in very commendatory terms o{ 
the m«tlM)d. 

I>! (iMnio!! .if .Miiiiie, Im Ik v, .l liie time ^^-oUld 
(•i.iiH wiicn pliy^iciaiis would h<- liclii (■rit:iiii;<l!y r 
.spM(-;ii'a f'l: iht- use uf tUt' caihi.Uc ai.1.1 sjtray lu 
abdominal «urs^Ty. He mvi'plecl nntlsvptio pre- 

( HUli'i;is hut lii't liic c.nl)')!'.!- iii'iii - ])l:i_V. 

Dr. lli iiry .3. lieynoids. of Orion, .\licli , lUcii 
l^-Qil p i;"': OU 

s l.i! TK> imp(.irt;UU't '.vIj it''V( l' ^lioll';'! In- ;ll!acln'i' 

lo Uu .^lakiui ul l*y ihc p.iliciil lli..t lute -sli'uaiu i.-^ 
full size. The size of tlx; stream may be evidence 
'>f iiic pK-enoe of strh-liire, hut not of Iti non- 

I .xisleJK'i'. 

For either lar-:*' or small ealibred stricture he pre- 
fer-^ intern:)! r::tlii) j dul .sin'ichiriL' \> itli < >li>' instru- 
inciii tu all other method^, lie alvva}')*, however. 
pr<)vt<l<*<i the pnliont with a full-siced sotind. with 
instrui'titi i lo |i:i;«m it every few days for an imlefl- 
hiti' lei>i:tli uf lime 

If the -tririure lir \im\ s-nal! for thi<>in:*;rutiK>nt. he 
enlaVL'es sullii it-ntly lu iidniil it , Iir>l with Thomp- 
son '.s or Mai^oneuve's instrument, and then uao 
the Otis instrament, carryinjr the enlargement even 
beyond the normal cililirc to ensure tlie absolute 
and complete removal of all obstruction, without 
which the cure \* liable not to be permanent: the 
smallest amount <A f)bslru( lion or contraction re- 
maining;, he claims, will furnish a ground-work for 
future gleet or contraction, or both. 

He then gavo a report of- several ca.ses treated by 
different methmls. ^ihowing the comparative merits 
of each; among which was a case of extreme stric- 
ture involving external perineal urethrotomy with- 
out a ^lide. in which even the prmtatic portioa wct 
contracted in 'Ms anterior part. In this case n pocket 
an inch deep, and large enough to admit the finger^ 
extended upward and backward in front of the 
prosute. the .septum betwoen which and the urethra 
he cut across. 

Dr. 11. n. Bontecue. of New York, made a few 
remarks on bis method of treatment of cystitis by 
external urethral section. 

Dr. .1. II. Warren, of lio^ton followed witli Iii* 
{laper on "Tissue Repair, ur the Pathology of ^ub- 
cutaneoaH Injectknis in Cksea of Berala." He ex. 
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hiblMd an improved syringe that discbarges its con- 
tents automatically M\yoa the slight pwiiUre of a 
kaob attached to the instrument 

A telegram was read from i^r. Dawson, of Cin 
ctnnati, expressing regret at bis inability to appcftr 
at the sessions of ibe surgical wtion, 

The following papers were read by liile uud re- 
fenvd lo ihiB eomnnittee on publication: "Sypliilitic 
Mammary Tumors," !»y Dr c <\ F Ouy, ..f New 
Vork; "A Form ul loKuionl llcruia iiiaWe to be 
Oveitooked," by Dr. A. H.' Wilson, of Maaiadra. 
'ctts; "On Derrick and Iirtproved Suspensory Appa- 
rntus for .Suspension in the Application of Plaster 
Caata, aic.." Iqr Dr. W. T. Verity, of Chicago. 
The sectlOD then adjourned. 



SnoTiOM o» OiwrKTiaca ahd DwBA»fe8 o» Womkn. 
TtnsDAY, JmiK fiTH— Finar Day. 

The Section tiicl sU 1W v. M., Dr. J. K. Bartlelt, 
President in the cbair, and Dr. G. A. Moses, Secre- 
taiy. 

The first paper presented waa tbat by Dr. W. H. 
Byford, of Chicago, on 

(^Uronibt Intttfo-Pihk InflammaHffn.—Tbe term 
parametritis and perimetrit^ are supposed b}' many 
to include the whole aubject of Intero-peliric in- 
flamniation. 

These terms are misleading, because, as now often 
used, they present to the mind the idea that all cases 
of inltammation not confined to the uterus must be- 
long to one or the other of tlitin Acute observa- 
tion teaches the important fact that perimetritis and 
parametritis usually exist together, and arc usually 
complicated with intlammatiun of the uterus, and 
not infrequently the f)V:iri(;s aiiti Fallojiian tul)es 
are involved. Chronic pelvic abscess is guu- 
erally the sequel of acute infiammaHon. and 
rlttaiu.^ chronieity from the imyKTfect evacuation of 
:he pun ufliir acute inllammation has terminated in 
suppuration. 

The remedy in lueli chsos is f(.piin(l in surpT}-, anfl 
cunsisUii in making a more direct outlet through the 
vagina. large enoui^ to at once completely evacuate 
the pus and enable the wirgeoB to deaoae and didn- 
fect the cavity. 

He gave the foUowing Bummary : First, the sone- 
times terrible effects <^f ♦examination.*! or opcriitinns 
in the pelvis do not often, if ever, take place when 
there Ik not a perceptible predlapoaiof inflammation. 
SccoikI, tlio infiamraation may be sn <<\io;h{ as to lie 
easily overlooked. Third, it may be an original 
condition, tlie sequence of an acute attack long gone 

by. or it limy t>e tile proiliu t of some iiinni (iiately 

previous examinatioa or opemlion, the effects of 
which have not tubrided. Fbiirtb. to avoid the 
<liiD>;era of acute influmniKtiou we slnvuM, in m.ikintr 
the Aral ezatmnation lor pelvic disease, conduct il in 
8Qcb a way as not to give the patient mudi pain, 
and when she eomplaiiis of jain iiinl sufTering. 
desist at the sacrifice of complete dtagaosia. Fifth, 
CQspMnta of Bttdt teadwtieis to the lovch or the 
tiseof iaatrunmla. eapecialiy In parous women, ia 



sufficiently diagnostic of inflammation upon which 
to base treatment for that condition. Sizlb. if with 
such tendemMs a thorough examination or nn oper- 
ation is imperative, it should be done under pro- 
found anaesthesia. There was no question in bis 
rniiid ihat mdcb less danger of ill effects is incurred 
in making examinations or operations on susceptible 
subjecia under tiie free use of aaMlhetloa. flevenUi. 
examinations or npemtion'; should not he repcntp*! 
until the effects of the first have entirely pasaed off. 
Elf^tb, as chronic parameCritts la a frequent Com- 
plication of most of the morbid condition? of the 
uterus, it should be always inspected and its di^- 
nods be carefully oonsidmd in all cases of melriMs. 
Xinfli. when chronic parametritic is prcHMit itshoiitd 
be the chief, if not exclusive, object of treatment 
nntll removed. Tenth, It is not safe to use the 
fiouiii! ■[ ': ire tent, or intru-nlerine sletii when there 
is parametritic inflammation. Eleventh, it is es- 
pecially dangerous to i«p1ac€ a displaced uterus 
wlien it is hound down by inflammatory adhi^sion, 
by any means which will overcome its fixedness by 
force. TwelfUi, all local treatment of the uterus 
must be condiic ted with the greates^t care in attcaaea 
where the complication is present. 

The next paper was on tiie subject of 

Po»t Partnm Pi>ly}Mnd Tumor. — By Dr. Henry G. 
Landis. of Columbus, O. He described four forms: 
1, blood polypus; 3, flIirinouB coagula. with flag* 
ments of placenta and membrane ; 3, prematurely 
detached strips of decidua, with or without dots; 4, 
hypertrophied patches of deddua. 

The writer det^led two eases of the btler lciBd« 
very few \mng on record. 

A short discussion ensued on a paper on 
The cure of the local uterine disorder did not by 
any means imply the cure of the nervous symptoms. 

Dr. Jeaks thought the chief value of Ur. Zenner's 
paper consisted in its enforcement upon the special* 
ist of the necessity of general conatitutional treab> 
ment. 

Dr. O. M. Manghs. of St. liOuis, read a paper on 

"The Midwifery and Gyn.'colnnry of the AndeutS," 
after which the Section adjourned. 



SKCTIOX IN DISEASES OK C HILDREN. 

TfKsnAY. .Ji nk 5th — First Day. 

lu the absence of the cbairmau, Dr. Blount, of 
Indiana, Dr. Earle. of Chicago, was elected chair- 
man ;>;•• torn./ and in iilwence of tlie Seeretary. T)r 
Sears, of Texas. Dc. Boothby. of Wisconitin, was 
elected Secretary pro t«m. 

The 1 huirnian /' »" then read a puper fui 
C^phalamntoim in tlu New-Born. — The tumor 
spoken of is a soft, dastic, fluctuating tumor, 
situuted nu one of the cranial bones, tlue to rupture 
of a blood-vessel between the periosteum and the 
bone. It is usttally noticed upon one of the parietal 
boiies. ami it eun be delected liy the fluctuation pre- 
sent. In the caput succethineum there is aofluctua* 
lion :tliereia simply a boggy fed, an 
and bruised oonditton of the tliMiet. 
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four difficulties with which it is liable to be con- 
founded: first, the caput succedanettin; Mcond, con- 
genital encephalocele. or hernia omtri: third, 
erectile tumors; fourth, cruuioUlies. 

The treatment advocated was letting the ttuilor 
ilonc; nature in a grcfit i!!;r*«ritv of cjises cures this 
ditlicully without auy uid Irorn our art. There is a 
tendency on the part of parunt« and friends to intcr- 
ferp Formerly it was regarded as gooil prHc'ic*' to 
open these tumors, j)ut the fact that a certaiu aum- 
tor thus opened were foUo«(ed by loog-oonttnued 
suppnnition and cxIiaiHtion, and in some cases 
death, should deter us from operative interference. 
The spedal object of the paper wm to cell attention 
to the Q^rcntor frequency of the difllrnlty than hod 
heretofore hecn supposed; also U) Ihc four aftoctt ios 
with which it i« liable to to confotmded, and to the 
fact that in a few rashes, where swcllirK. and 

tension become very great, it is admissible. inde<xl 
tiie beat praetioe, to open tbew tumora and treat 
them itr n-^i i rirntly. 

Dr. VVui. I^cc, of Baltimore, said he did not know 
how craniotabeB oouM be oonfonnded with tte 
abfive, its it was pcouliur to rickcls, and had accom- 
panying it the many other symptoms of that trouble, 
wbleh nutde It impoMlble for it to Iw clasNed with 
any nth(^r f!i>-easc. 

In regard to treatment of cephahematoma, while 
many cases get well without any interference, there 
were cases whlcb unquestionably require surgical 
procedure. 

Dr, Harris, of Virginia, had prob;ibly seen cases 
of the Itind mentioned, but his mind had not before 
hwu so strongly impressed with ttic means of dis- 
tinguishing between them and cases of caput succc 
dansam. He thouurhi till' )>oint8 nuule In the paper 
(teserveil careful consideration. 

Dr. Kead, of Cincinnati, referred to ii case of 
CSphBlwrnatonia in which, while the diagnosis waa 
not perfectly clear, tfic let-alone plan of troatment 
was recommended : but the parents being anxious, 
•at for another physician, who lanced the tumor. 
Hemorrhage followed, mid the chihl died. 

Dr. Booth by, of Wisconsin, bad seen three cases 
fsning* under the title of tlie paper, the first one 
quitf earl}' in his prnrtife, which perhaps was a 
partial excuse for opening the tumor. No ba«l con 
ssquences, however, followed the operation, and tlie 
child lived. In the other twn cases he mnile no In- 
lerference. He thought it a good general rule to let 
the misshapen head of the new-born alone, and 
nature would ! > ^tore the normal form which existed 
before parturition. 

The paper whs leferred to the committee on pub- 
Jication. 



Weunksu-W, June «Uh. 

The section was called to order by the chairman, 

Br. R F. Blount, of Indiana 
Dr. Alexander Y. P. Oamet read a paper on 
BpuJemie Jamidia: in Children. —Dariag the 

•anmicr of 18B1, renarlcable for its unpfeoedenled 



: heat for a long period, be had under obeervation 

I several ca— s of jaundice, the epidemic confining 
I itself to young children. The author of the paper 

then reviewed the literature of the subject of jaun- 
j dice, and followed it with a detailed history of one 
, of the typical cases which came under his observa- 
I tion. The e^iidemic uecurrtid io midsummer, after 

an unusually protraoled period of high temperature. 

and in all the instances the jaundice nppenred before 
, gastro- intestinal disturbance became a marked 
I featuvs. Dr. Garnet then referred to the usual 
I causes of jaundice, directing special attention to 
, gastro- intestinal catarrh, and expresse<l the opinion 
I Uiat In the eases in the epidemic referred to. this 

rntnrrh was not the real factor in tin- etiolosiy, Ik.*- 

cause the jaundice antcdate<l the gastric disturbance, 
f He believed that the essential element in the pro- 
, duction of the jaundice wfi.« an nfTec tion of the 
I nervous .system, and quoted various authorities at 
I some length to sustain that position. He then asked 

the ijuestion, Tn what mnnner doe"^ the deleterious 
I agent of heat operate upon tlie nerves dUlributed to 
I the lirer to effect such a derangement of its normal 

function? The answer was that .scientific re<;earrh 
. and experimentation bad not yet supplied us with 
I poaltlYe data upon wMch we can base a ooncluaiTe 
; reply to this queaiioD. 

I fnifi^ "f Di}ihUuria <tiui Meiiihran"U.'<. Crovj,. -Dr. 

X. Uarris, of Virginia, read a paper on the above 
I subject. In whidi he ezpreased the opinion that the 

diseases which have received the name of diphtherin 

and membranous croup are one and essentially the 
. same. The paper contained estenrive leltaeacee to 
I the opinion> of various mcdlcal autlioritiea upon 
I this question 

Dr. Snow, ol Micltigau, believed that the two 

utTeclions were essentially diHtinct. Diphtheria be- 
i gins within a small space, and extends from that 
I location over the raucous membrane. Croup uever 
i does this. It commences in the alr-passagcs, almost 
j always over the mucous membrane of the larynx, 
' appearing ns ii very thin layer of false raem- 
; brane, which gradually thickens until the child 

dies of suffocation. DI{)htheria exieiid.s as erysipc- 
' las does in a measure; it t>egins and travels on, com- 
: raeneing in the pharynx and going down into the 

larynx. Diphtheria i * :i decidedly contagious di-? 
! etuie, while croup is not regarded as a contagious 

disease. 

j Dr. Wni. Lee, of Baltimore, noiil that be was a 
{ firm believer that there were two diseases. He dif- 
I fer<>d from Dr. Snow with regard to the direction tn 
' which diphtheria had a tendency to spread, and said 
that according to his observation diphtheria has a 
landcncy to pus-n up into the nose, and he regarded 
this as an important diagnostic <4ymptom. In moa 
' cases which he had seen the patients bad died from 
blood-poisoning, and in maay instances bad died 
I from neglect in early treatment. sufHcient care not 
I being taken tn clean se the throat, especially behind 
1 the uvula. A child with diphtheria might die of 
i eroup. He tolleved. however, that diphtiwrta was 
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ewentisny a local diwuse at firet, and coa<ttitutiooa1 

secondarily. Dr. Lee (liivcted cs|ieclal attention to 
the fact Ibat albumen is pros. nt in the urine in dlph- 
fheria and absent fn croup. The plan of tivatmeni. 
accordinp t.. hi.x fxpfrience. wliidi had iK'cn most 
8ucce68ful wa» the fr<r u.«i(' of ul( otiolit- -tiinulauts 
»nd qutnine. The folluwing runcdy he had hcen 
tiding with inarki (1 success, and \\n Kavc the recipe, 
for some of tlie most ini|)ortanl Hems c.f wiiioli he 
waa indebted to Dr. fioad, of Savannah, Oa.. in 
order that tlie mon>ber.>i of tjw Section mtgbt have 
an o|ipoi Mnity to Irj- it during the ooniinj; year, 

H. l<e)M>rpin . <rr. x. 

Acid, tannic. " j. 

Acid !<ali< y]i(;. ' jv. 

- Acid. liDfacic 5 ij. 

Sulph. pulv = s,s. 

Mix tLorr>u^dily. 'ilni piil x <in I'l pinch <•{ this 
powder on the t ti^ ic t \ i ly iwo m three hours. 

TllCSUhjcct \V,(s fi. rly tliscilSS.'ll. 'I'll. Ii- \VU^ :l!)<> lt 

an I 'Hi li diviH-.nn <,!' i.jiiujujj wiiii rff'-ivaci' Ui llu: 
unity o! i1m tl i.iiiry of th<' di»fiuH.'!t. Dr. Uirieh 
and l>r. S,|,uv >]i,,kc very highly of ''ic L.-iu n* 
effi.-ci< pnxluccd by llie iwltuiiij-l!,iUui» ol c.iloui ;; la 
large dofM'D; len-ffrtiin d<>sc*i every two hr#Hr8. The 
discus-i in "iv;is (:l<i--,-(i by I>i. [I;trri>, rfiu u,'.! 
hi.s p:ijM r and ur^^utd turthti in Mijipoii ol the opia 
loo tlu't t!n- fnl»i meiiibniDe is a I«m;mI ex(ir<*jHlon of 
the liliiiid ]!iii>oniii'j, 

1 lit: Jlffi'vi liii'ii- "J (he I't ritu'i in hij u .\' ic .1/' 7i'«('. 

—By Dr. H. O. Marey, of MtisKiicbimatH. ih-. ad- 
vised the rrpali of ihe j>i :iii( um In- I lie u>e jI Intrral 
support. Tiiin iiv aceouiplished l»y the use «»f (ier 
tnan silver wire, wiiic-b possesses elasticity enough 
to make lateral tensi<fi. whih' the <'i»d- are so henl 
Ui each form with ihe u'.hvr a ftorl uf fufviy-pin 
■apport. which thus hold* the refreshened pnrtit in 
position 

The laHl paper read was by Dr. U. fs. Sulioo. of 
Pitlabyrg, on 

Eidfi'iitniny in n Coo /ili'r.ifion in Vcitrvrt<>iiiji "i 
Oifp/u^reclmny. — Ue related u case in which he had 
sucoeMfally removed four inches of the small loies- 
tine, and spoke of ibis case the first succes.sful 
operation of the kind ever (terformed in this coualry, 
Billroth, of Vienna, has perforiDcd the mme opera- | 
tiOD abroad. 

WKDMCauvk . .1 I NK Urn- .Si-;c( .so D.w, 

The section was called to order at half-past two | 
by the chairman. Dr. .1. K. Rartk-tt. of Wisconsin 

Drs. K. Beverley Cole, of California, and -J. Tabor 
Johnson, of the Dinlrict of Columbia, who were an- 
nounced for palmers, tjeing abHcnt, the first paper ; 
read was by Dr. John Alorria, of Maryland, oa the 
Bubject : ! 

WAat Meant Oan be JudiriinnUj/ U*ti to S/torUn 
ihe Trri'i :)'<<! ff<ft^n the Pin'iiy of Lahir" — He de 
scribed lingering lal>or, dividing it into three ^tage^. , 
First, when the head remains htgii up; second, when '. 
HhM dflaoended Into ibe pelvic cavity, but the parta 1 



arc tense and undilatablc ; third, when the head of 
the child irapinije* (>n the perineum. He explained 
the pHKedures to be u^od in all these conditions and 
at what time to employ thorn. The^e procedures 
were, detiichinir the inembniat around the cervix 
with the linger in ihe first Mtaj^es. dil iting the o^ 
with tlie pulpy part of Ihe finger and stretchine it 
continuously during each pain; rupturing the mem- 
hranes, forcible external coinpies.sinn ptishing Ihe 
cervix over the oecipui, Htlaiiui»traiioii uf opiuua, 
eigot, but never In flrsi <-a«e». and Anally, chloro- 
form. These me.tns all fjtilin^. the on!)- alterative 
was tlie furcej)*. The doctor said that if the uit^ii 
be suggested were enipl'>yed, laceration of the oa 
and perineum, llni.se /v .'r.w/ ./'- r ] iiiO'iern inedic.Hl 
literature, wuuhl be ohviaird and (mj.sI parlum 
hemorrhH|;«!. th«t greiiiefli of all' complkntioi ii in 

hilvoi". wonlil he prev. titeii 

Befoie Ihc seciion udjounied, iJs. W.A.Taylor, 
of Cincinnati, olfercd n vulimtury and very intcr- 

eslin_' li-[.')fl ri|" 

,-1 I of i^>iihtr>. K t)!rnt<f>ny.—\yf. T. liiamy. 
of ( 'ineinnnli. said thf one |ps->on to h - drawn was 
f 1 in ik" I h' r .;v r ii i. HI eariier. 

Dr. .M ul.er. oi L laisville, ili i.ij,d(i lapar.»-eiyt: .' 
omy WAS iK-ller 111 I ! ciMiii'-t :i;i!y. whi. h had h eu 
nttempted and could n >\ U. i >Mip'. |i-l i-i thi' i.r<'-e.Tt 
ra-i' 111 ciuintrv di--':iris th ■ opcraUoii '.vliicb 
sh')'iM liM\'e !>(>eii d<i!u; Was I "ii'-.tiean section. I'urroV 
ni iiiiiicii^io-i of ( a-,:irea'i si < hi)?i. (ir M'lellcr'a modi' 
il itioii of I'lprro s l ie latter showed great sue- 
ct?^s in l-^ui-opcan hospitals. 

Dr. KetHl. of Ohio, referred to a case of labor in 

a dwarf, with foot ptesi m!mI imi. Ily the ^eeon,! J ly 
the hody had l>een cx'ru tci! .as tar a- tin' hea'i hy 
traction. Fitnlinir il iini'nssil.U iorcmo\( the head, 
they separated tln' b')ly au<i 1>U hd it with II >JL:e s 
long forctip^. lie succetHhal iugetiiug Idaile? rouud 
the head. The woman got well without a had ^ymp' 
torn. 

Dr. Williams, of li.Miou, claims ihai the hiyh 
forceps operation was more fntal than abdominal 
section. H'> di'! not airree wilh Dr .Mailiers that 
Caii^rean section was an easier or simpler operation. 
There was less danger of bleeding In Tbomaa* opera- 
tion. Dr Taylor'is ca.se wa« the ninth reported. 

Dr. Jeokii. of Illinois. w:i.s surprised thai some 
one had not referred to sytaphyHiotumy. Recovery 
of mothers, sixty per cent. ; children, thirty .seven 
per cent. Not above 8 5-b of antero-postehor con- 
traction of the pelvis was possible In cases nmenable 
to thi.s operation Drs. Mnrisani and Xovi, of Italy, 
have reported many such operations performed suc- 
cessfully. 

Dr. Dunlap, of Springfield, ().. said that the mor- 
tality in such cases was very great. Dealh, how. 
ever. lu4iche$ us le.ss<ms which cannot I)e learned in 
any other way. The cau^e of dealh was doubtlMi, 
in tlic cM'^c rf'|)orted. delay in performing the opera- 
liou. ile w«)uid nui t uudemn the ojteratiou, but it 
should have been |>erformcd much earlier than it 
was. Great «ara should be talum that wipprawion. 
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if piMciiK is promptly treated, fie perfomed Ibe | 

operation upon the left side. 

Dr. Dttudridgc, of Cincinnati, wialivd lo emphM- 
■iae the cjtsc with whicli the operatioD wu per 
fortno«l although all the facilities were poor — great 
want of light, etc. Tho kft aido i>o9St;«ses very de- 
dded advantages: th« Soger of Um left haad can be 
introduct d into the- vaginn and S'» tnap out the 
gtx>uud. lie did not attucU much duiiggr to beuior< 
rhsge from wounding the epigastric artery. An- 
• •llitT U'sson !f> 'w drawn is that this operation I k 
uol rfciuirc any siM;cial prepaniliori. lu this case 
llie opcrution waci put off too long. 

Dr V. Conner, of Ohio, then r<,'a<l a papt;r on 
Ytdu6 »J Gifi'fwi'ujicai Irothnutt <ft Hy»teria and 
AUit*I AffrtioM.^While he acknowledged that the 
rurt- of uturinu <lisoasfs whs sometime^ foilowL-il by 
relief of the nervous diMsaiH', he called attoatioo tu 
the Injury occMionally catii^ed hy Ux«1 examination 
or treat MKTit. ( "ascs «vere reporlod. soini^* of which 
came uuder iiis own observaliou, aome reported by 
others, in whkh gynecological measares bad done 
direct injury. Tliti manner in which harm can Vtc 
done, principally of mental origin, wad detailed. 
The author thought, for various reaiMMis mentioned, 
that the etiological n l iiion i)«-t w* hy»terica and 
nif-riuc disinw was nut, a*i close iia belieyed by many 
—a prcdi<p(wiiion. often hereditary, was usually at 
its bas«-». In conclusion, after warniiiij aijaiiist ih" 
protnis< unu;« gy (Hcoto'.'ical iiil*Tferencf in aJl liy^- 
terical iiatienls, In- >]>okef»f tioucral luea-uit'S to pre 
vent tlio dcvelopiiieni (if nervous diwuau?. If hy»' 
leria de]H-iii!rd on d<'f<<-iive nervous oriTinizaiion, 
Dr. Zeniier llioii:;lit no .>ne had a rijrht lo denmuil 
of the iryni Toloijisi who rernovi-s a luninr that he 
must fi)i r» liy <;ive his patient that wliieli 34he never 
|>Oi>SO*i*d — U lu altiiy nervmis system * 

UlCCnition (»f the o-, uti ri was a very rare disease 
ill tlie unmarried, unless •^iveti iis<- tu (ly the mui- 
' deroujT practiot of introducing the speculum itiiotlie 
virgin vaginn two or three limes a week, and inject- 
ing oaustie xdutious He wished to -ilate that ilie 
Ultroductiou uf tiic -speculum tu the virgin vagina 
by a woman doctor wast Just a^ unfortunate in iIh 
result as the .same examination by a man. 

Or. Gordon, of Maine, iu the main cudorM^i Dr. 
Reamy's views, which were that If the symptoms uf 
nnmnrrii'd women pointed f . tir> rine disease they 
should r.ceive pruci^ly the same treatment aa iu the 
ease of a multipara. There was a morbid aeniiment 
in the other dircrtion Were girls lo t ndtm' uterine 
disease untreated by men physicians because they 
an unmarried f You will not have dime you duty 
if you do ni)t ai>ply lr)cnl frcafrneut to girls with 
nervous symptumn puinling com^lustvely lo the 
womb. 

Dr. Cntlett of Miss.. mi, thought that hysterical 
symptoms in tu»aue patients (female) did not direct 
their thoughts to the graemtlve orgaat. 

Dr Maugh^. of St Loui«, said the great danger of 
the age was the over-zeaiouane^ of gynecologists. 
He oondemned the uni venal practice of making 
d^tut examloattoit for all hysterical ^mptcmisi slill 



very many married women suffer after marriage be- 
muse Ihey Itave not Jjoen examined hefore they were 
married, aud treated for the uterine disease which 
realty existed. 

Dr. Crawford, of Illinois, bellevcil t'lial in r.crvfiu-- 
disorders due to uterine disease the removal of the 
local diaeaw was only the first step in the treatment. 
Dr. W. n. Myer. of Indiana, then read a paper ou 
The Hurgkui TrtatiiuiU vf I'uruktU I'kurUu. — He 
recommended making a free incision in purulent 
vli'Uii;i> resiirtin;.: ti puncture only when the elTu- 
siou wa.s .serous, A single puncture was ulluwable, 
, chiefly for purposes of dlagitosis. The reasons for 
osin'..' l!ic knife after the tlrsl aspiration were the 
following: First, the cavity retilU after aspiration; 
second, repetition of aspiration Is painful, and cauces 
more or less shock; third, mucli valuaide liine is lost 
by aliowiug the tluid to remalu, aud favuriug the 
formation of Arm adhesions which will he followed 
by contra* tions ol llie che.~t ; fourth sp(:e<ly relief of 
the lung promulc«^ complete expansion. The uduii». 
, siMi of air int«) the pleural cavity has c(>nsed to be an 
Imporlaiit fa( tor in the operation. 

Dr. E. Sinoott. of Ohio, and Dr. Christie, of 
, Iowa, referied to cases which they hsd tr<!ittt'd suc^ 
oessfully by tiie free ineisi .u 

Dr. C W. i^le. uf Chicago, then read a paper 
entitled. ".\ plea for pleasant mediraition for chil- 
dren, and for a more thoniiigh titudyof iofautile 
Iherajieuties.' 

The Section then ndjourniMi, to ini>et nt 1 v. m. ou 
Thursday. 

Thitiu»i».\v. .Tune 7. 
'I"lii- S< liiuii convi-iii il at ',' r. \\ mid the tirsl 
paper was n*ad by Ur. A. 11. (.iinmI. of Indiana, on 
Dt ntition.—Xn addition lo the teeth acting as a 
foreiirn iH.iy, u reil' X nervou-^ init.ibility is pro-,, 
duciHt. When the guotH arc swolleu Ihey should \)tt 
divide*! lo relieve prcssun'. pain and inflammatory 
action. Aphthous ul< er> »boidd i>e treated with a 
solulioo of pcr»ulphate oi iron, or some other 
astrtnijrnt lotion. For the functloiud and oonooml- 
taiii If ■■.in^enieiu of ttir stomach and boweis, the 
re,-ull uf enervation, he usca cold compresses to the 
nbdomuu and Ice- water injections, and for the sec- 
ruidary symptoms pep.^in. bismuth iind carbolic ticid. 

f'.i<luir,i>- MtilicntU'it. — Dr IJ. ( ':i.ssebeer, of .\u- 
burn. Ind , read a paper on tiie above subject, In 
which he spoke of the judgment necessary in ad min- 
I istering mwiicine to chililren and of the necessity of 
giring as little a.s possible, lie describetl his experi- 
I ence in making the medicaments palatable. He 
pointeil out that the relation exisiini: Irtwern dis 
, vases of children and that of adults was a« that of 
I the sprout to the fntl-grown tree tie conjured the 
profession lo wake up to the realisation of the fact 
I that there is real sdeucc in the proper practice of 
medldtte ainong ifaA children, when the nature, ex- 
: pression and influence of disease is read by the 
physical signs and rational symptoms, unaided by 
I the verbfti Iniguifs of the psttisiils, and thai aoy 
' indWsfeqjDe or laeltsalloii to shift responsibility of 
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thdr tiwtment is only m evidence of weMknem in [ 

the pliysioinn. The Hutlmr directed t's|>ecial atten 
UoQ to the lack of koowlodgc or miscoDceptioo of « 
the trae prlodphM of tke practice of medicine aa * 
applied to children. II<- inuiutaincd Hint diseases of 
children and adalt» are eaaenUttllj alike; that they 
Iwve Iwen pmented in a way tn text-booiks and by * 
'♦■achcr.' as though they wcrr (iilTen'iit conditinns ; 
that the iodicaiiona are the same for treatmeot in , 
ddldren as in adult*. Special attentlott was directed I 
to the trcatraent of pnoumonia and pleurisy. 

The general principles of the paper were discussed . 
by Dm. Ulrich of Pennsylvania, Boothby of W<8- | 
consin, Van Kleiu of Ohio, and others. 

Dr. Teal, of Indiana, then reed a paper on 

Infantile or Mmntial PiiraltfHU.—Ua detailed the | 
history of a case, a female child, scTenteen months ' 
old Tlio piitienl was attucktd suddenly. With thf ' 
\ye»l {HJ^ible Ireitlmeut thiii puralysi^ lasts for a long 
time, if U is ool permanent. 

Tbf paper was discussed by Dr»- Mvith of InHi 
ana, Sianott of Ohio. 8now ol Mirhig:in, ami iiyati 
of Ohio. 

Dr. William Lee, of Baltimore, said, as Dr. Teal's 
pa{)«r was confined to a description of what he called 
psralysis coming on suddenly without any wsroing 
whatever, that ho tx>Ueved that these caw?, nimost 
as a rule, had au exciting cause, rheumati.sin or 
neurslgb. and this from the fact that the p«tients 
pet well in n •'hort time under treatment appropriate 
for these ditHculUt». Dr. Lee said further, that 
somelimes the disease sesmed to lie, as it were, the 
beginning of hip joint disease, but increase of heat 
of the parts and other symptoms recognized as due 
to Up disease essily oielvded the disease mider A s- 
< ussion. .\s for the rumtlve treatment of infantile 
paralysis, he believed that at best it was often un- 
saedessM, and even when sueoessftol was very I 
tedious. 

A, somewhat protracted discussion on the identity 
or non-identity of croup and diphtheria was then ; 

introdued. tind --v-i-: ]iMrtieip,ited in by nearly all the 
members of the Bei-linn. The symptomatology was j 
reviewed and various phms of treatment of diph- i 

tberiii were dii<'U^».qed without deV(do[)injr anything | 

with which the profession in general is not already ' 

famUlsr, ! 
The section than adjoamsd. 



«BCTK»5 IK OPHTflaUCOUKir, OTOlvOUT AND l,.VKYN- 
OOLOGT. 

TvBSDAY. June 5th. i 
In the absence of the chairman, Dr. A. W. Old- | 

houn. of Georgia. Dr. J. f 'hisholm. of Baltimore, 
was elected chairman (em. Dr. Cari Seller, of i 
Philadelphia, was secretary. I 
P'tralyn* of the tWUtl Nrrtt in Connection irith I 
Di»e^i>e* of tht /i<ir.—Dr. Laurence Turubull, of 
Philadelphia, read a paper on the above subject, iu 
which he directed attention to the fact that acute 
and chronic disease of (he middle ear will give rise 
to temporary or permanent paralysis, alteration in 
tasl«, touch. »meii. gaft and vision. FsNs. epilepti- 



form eenvnlslons. hemiplegia and insanity Me also 

due to reflex pliennrneuii from irntation and cftm- 
presaion of the sensory and motor nerves of the ear, 
the result «)f necrosis of (he temporal or mastoid 
hone.<. Paralysis of the parts ^nppliL-d 1>y ihe facial 
nerves occur, and are the result of acute inflamma- 
Uon of the ear followed by accumulated secretions 
ill the F;dlopinn ( innl, or necrosis of the mastoid 
cells. Dr. TumbuU then recited the bistoiy of sev- 
eral eases which had occurred In die nnnt depart- 
ment of the Jefferson Medical College Hospital. 
The first was a case in which a woman, fifty years 
of age, had n malignant tuaior situated !n the ear. 
originally caused by a polypus which gndually ex- 
tended from the interior of the car, involving the 
meatus, auditory canal, temporal bone, and passing 
out through the auricle until it formed a large 
double tumor. The lesion was siuialed between the 
petrosal brauchisK of the flfih uerve. involving the 
chorda tympani. It fHoduoed periostitis which gave 
rise to irritation .ind pressure that ultimately in- 
volved the braiu aud caused death. The second 
was a case of entire paralysis of the mouth and face, 
due to exposure and occurring in a patient twenty 
four years of age. The patient <lied within a short 
time. The histories of other cases were mentioned. 
Thi.s form of paralysis is generally attended by jiain. 
aud as the pain is relieved the paralysis shows iu>elf. 
llkis pain, .however, is not in th« fadal nerve, tnit 
is- nf a rheumiilic character geuerally, undfrom some 
irritatioir of the fifth nerve. The anatomy of the 
fifth nerve and its diatribntion were then given. 
Dr. Tumbull also referred to cases in which tem- 
porary facial paralysis occurred, due to simple 
swelling of the nerve. PemaneDt paralysis also of 
the same nerve might occur In coniwdtion with sttp> 
puration uf the middle ear. 

The paper gave rise to discussion, which was par- 
lii-ipated inby several members of the section. 

Dr. Winiam V. Jarvis, of New Yoiit, read a 
paper on 

T>)n-ill'>tomy without Henwrrhnfj'-. — Reference was 
made to the wide difference in opinion entertained 
by surgeons of aeknowledged auttmrlty on the (lucs- 
tioii of hemorrhage fallowing the removal of en- 
larged tonsils. Ue named those who discoursged 
the use of all sharp instruments as dangerous to 
life, and their opponents in oiiitiion who insisted 
upon the indiscriminate removal nf euUtrged tonsils 
by means of the knife. Safety lay between the two 
extremes The hi'^tories of tuu i s selected from a 
number were given as furnishing the basis for bis 
views. Tn the first case reported, a profuse and per- 
sistciU lieniorrhage followed the removal of a 
hypertrophied tonsil excised with the knife. 
The tonsil presented an unutuat appearance. Its 
surface was rough, marked with numerous fine in- 
dentations, and darker in hue tluui the surrounding 
mucous membrane. It had the consistency of car. 
Ulage, giving » harrii, gritty aeaaatlon when pressed 
upon. 

Afterward anotlier case came under observation 
where the tonsfls were idcnitc«i in appearance and 
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consistency as ihc one in whieb the copioue hemor- 
rhage occurred. The scissors and tonsillitomc hai! 
been used by different surgeons. Alarming' j^mi 
profuse hemorrhage followed each operation. Con- 
vinced by Uic patient's) unfortunate hi'^torv ;tnd also 
by his own experience in operating upou a cttae of 
the kind that the knife wascootnirlndicAted, h>' u<><jt) 
the i-crawur. Ruth tonisils were rf»m<)ve<l, <-.ich 
o|K;ratioD occupyiug iliree hours. Tlie upciuliooj* 
pr-<v<-<I bloodleii. camdng but tUght diacomfon. 
When Uic fir?t was performed the patient siiiil tlicrr 
was no pain, and only complained of the procedure 
being tedious, lioth of the tonsils, though very 
large, were removed and normal deghititioti nnd rr> 
apiratioa rci'stablished. The hemorrbngic and non- 
hMuorrlMgic tonsil eould, io maay caaee. be eedly 
differf ntiatfd. The hard or scirrhous tonsil dififcrs 
in many reapects from the familiar soft, or mala- 
cbolie. hypertrophied gbod. It 1«elc«d the emooth 
surfncc. was not ensily lobtilated, untl had not the 
Mfloess of the familiar glandular bypertropluea. 
The occailoiMit ooeumaoe of a lerioua hemonhage 
after loasillntomy nnt wiilting from Inceration of 
ooatiguuus tissues, showed the iufrequeacy with 
which the harder sdrrhous tpiulie were met. The 
Iw r> forms of hy[vpr1n)phy i nuld be easily reco/?nizei5 
and disliofiuished by Higbt aad touch. Preference 
should be given to the tomriHltonie in lemoTlng soft 
malacholir h}T'< rtropliir-~. >ini < like The glandular 
tissues of the vault of the pharynx the hemorrhuge 
was usually trifling and the pain only momentary. 
Tile fccru-ifur iifTurJeil ;i si.fc, .simple and rrliuhW- 
weour for the removal of the acirrhuus form of en- 
larged tonatl, wfateh. when exctaad with the knife, 
bled invariahiy like, its analogue, tlie nasal fibroid 
tumor. 

Dr. WllKsms, of Cincinnali. preferred the bbtoury 

to till- guillotine ff)r excising tonsils. 

Dr. J. P. Thompson, of Indianapolis, thought 
that cutting oir tonsils when they were inflamed was 

Hot good practice. But in chronic enlargement he 
had uniformly removed them, and no accidents or 
unfavorable results had followed the operation. He 
did not intend ti> over^timate in the leiist, but be- 
lieved that without exaggeration he had excUed two 
bushels of iont;l«. and thought no special advantage 
existed in thi' u^e of thoi^nstrumcnt described. 

Dr. I<<te, of Uo< licster, had never met with a fiise 
of serious litm'irrliHgc after tonMllotomy, although 
persistent (Hi/.ing had occurred in several cases. He 
agreed with Di .larvis that cases should h<- « lef li'd 
when operative interference wa8 conlemplatcd. 
Where there is simple hypertrophy, no adhesion to 
the piUatiiif f' lils, we itrt' quite <aife in not expecting 
aof' hemorrhage. But H ht-u' ilierr are adhesions a 
SDiaU portion of the pillar of the fauces wae very apt 
to be rcmovetl, and the liability to serious Ik rnnr- 
rhi^ followed. He uses a peculiar bluoi puiuted 
bistoury and small, long tenaculum forcc])s. The 
blade of the knife is about on<--fourth of an iiicli 
wide and curved. He liad^tlMj uned the tonsiitilome. 
In two or three caaes the hemorrhage gave him cod- 
siderahlQ annoyance. In one of these the hemor* 



rhage wa« controlled by praMttte, and alllMitl|^ at 

times It apparently cea.<«ed. removal of pre«wnrc wa- 
followMi by persistent bleeding. Much blotxl waa 
swallowed and vomltinK oot urred. The Ueedtng. 
he bo'.ieN eii. was stopped by the effort at vondtinfj 
from pre»]iure upon llie tonsiUar artery. This wa^ 
also recommendisd by an Bogliah anigeon. He lias 
found ]>or( wine nn cxfcllfnt styptic for oozinir. 

: The chairman believed that repres.«ed cardiiK} 
! actioci resulting from vomiting might explain the 

cessation of tonsillar hemorrhage. 

Dr. Carl Seller, of Phiiinielpliia, hud never me' 

with persistent oozing uf blood after tonsillotomy 

His patients were given a powder of twenty grains 
■ of gallic acid, with thirty !»mins of tannic nrid (* 

mixture suggesjed by Maclccnzie of London), thistt* 
; be used should aeeondary hemorrliage oocur. The 

patients invariably return with the unused imwder 

Dr. William Porter, of St. Louis, thought the de- 
termination of the effect of removal or non-removal 

of enlarged tonsils was called for as having an im^ 
portaot influence upon tlie patient's career. In his 
experience local applications had not given good re« 
suite. The Vienna i>astc or chromic fidd when used 
raildl}- wa« inefllcient; if ;ippliod as a caustic they 
were apt to increase rather than diminish the hyper 
trophy. He bad uaed Jarvis' 6craseur in six base^. 
Puin wa>, however. enMwd by it? inanipultilion In 
his haudi>. He liud ukI with profuse hemurrhage 

I in a single case where he bad excised the tonsils 
with a knife. The patient was a physician's child, 
and the hemorrhage finally ceased without tlie em 
ployment of stypUcs. Hemorrhage, therefore, may 
be looked for in certain cases. It was inadvisable 

. to remove the entire tonsil, excision In a liiK with 

I the piUan of the fauces being suflicient. Henaor- 
rhagi" most freqncntly <H-eiir!« ns a result o^ incision 

. of the faucial pillars. The lessons taught in Iht 

I paper were valuable and endorsed by him. la view 
of the opinion gninin-^ j^muni^ in favor of .Jarvi?' 
^■craaeur, he would use it to remove enlarged tonsils. 
He also thought that if a small portion of tlie en- 
larged tonsi! wa.s remnveil il .voiild he sufllcicnt in 

, most cases, and did not believe there was any 
special tendency to hemorrliage when tlie operation 

: vnm- perff»rmed in that way. 

' Dr. .larvis commented upon the good fortune of 
some of the speakers who had so far met with no 
serious hemorrhage in removing enlarged tonsils, 
although it would seem that one of the gentlemen 
had had a very large experience. He was convinced 
tlmt they had not met with a scirrhous or hemor- 
rhagic growth. His oppoit unities for obser^Titioe 
had l)een afforded by one of iho largest throat clinic^ 

f in the country. Out of a large number opemted 
upon, ttie raw deacrllK-d in the paper was the oidy 
out' lu wtiich dangerous hemorrhage oceiirred. Tbn 

'. history of hemorrliage in the Other (.'wm was ob- 
' Mivd from the surgeon wlio operated. The fact 
lhal lite tonsillitomc was used and only a small pof- 

^ tion of the grow^th excised, showed that the hemor- 

> ihage was not caused br laceration of the fauoea 
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Fivt> cases of fiOa! hemorrliage following inc ision of 
the tonisil from punr fnrp of the Internal carotid wore 
filed ;is a wuruiag u>?iiin9l llic free use of shnrp- 
;ioini<'<l bistouries. The palatine folds coultl l)e 
iu< isi'd liy even a blunt p<»inl«'tl bisiour)', bul nol by 
tlie toiiisillilomc. A case of dealh from exhaustion 
following (b« lnCi»>on of a tonsil by a surgeon usinff 
'.he knife was mention*-*!, in wliieb ilcalh from ei- 
haUistiou occurred after three days bleedins:. 

Cases of nearly fatal hemorrhage, repoiiol by 
Drs. (Jeo. M. LcfTerls, H 15. Delavau, and .Vn<lrew 
U. Smiib. of New Vurk. wcru referred to. A re 
markabie tonsillar tsmorrliage, published by a 
phj'sieiaii i- i < nrrin^r in liimself, alTnidcd ti i-enl 
and reliable evidence ou iln- subject. Though 
fliisheO with f>ucces» it was tr«1l to lAk« timely 

wiiriiiiiu. a-* ii t'<>rliii!;ile reeonl wn-> liable to In- 
bligUlcd by the e.xeisiou of au unnoticed .seiribouj^ 
hypertrophy. As rej^urdn the qnmlion of pain n»kcil 
by Hr, l'f>rirr, be etllrd ;iti«^n(ii>i) to iln' f:i< i ihm 
ibe piilieut vvhh permitted to remove the (oititii. 
Patients by X\n* means can »l«p, whotj they, feel a 
iwin^'^e. uikI (XTniil tli<' pain \v:ivi to f:id'- awuy. 
When the pbyjiiciao reuiovc<l the um.sil his ariiviiy 
WAS apt lr> CHUM- paio. 

■t 'h» T!ir,;il —1): . < ;u l M-,l- i , el' Phil IK iel [ >ll i ,1, ri :i< 1 

a pajwr on the :i:)uvi^ j>ubji'Ci. iu vvhich la- dialed 
that nitrate of silwr. Holiil or in »nluiion, in not a 
eaustie; llinl is. il ilm-* hot -i'-lr.'y llic .•ipitln-lial 
coveriiiu. ami ibai itsj oi liuu vurivs ueuoidiug !o ibe 
Strength of the solu'.ion etnpioyed. WLeti applied 

;o ibi' >iirf;ii <' from wliicli lln' t pif In li:iiu In < n 
removed il de.-^lioys the upper lave* ol ei ils !■ rum 
clinical (»ltscr7iUinn, tlw tMiliil siiek. or tmptT-sxilu. 

I'lUed <iilMlioil, d<".^ Ilol I'riidilrr Jl'Ui jl pail) on tile 

iieallby mucous memUraiie. l»ul Is its a looai 
Stimulant. Htilulions of from two hundretl and 
ril'ly io one liiiDiin'l mid fil'tv ^tuin- ilir ihiik i 
act similarly to tlie Mjiitt t«iic-k. htlic or uu paiu i> 
felt, and the localiml iullntntnution h of but short 
duralioii. Srtlinions of Iroin one !kiiriilr< <l ;<iid >i\'y 
i^rains to the outcc pradu<te no pain whati.'Ver, iiui, 
on the contrary, net as s kM*ni nnn-ntltetie when ap- 
plied ti) the iiitlanu d -urrucf. Ibey prodm i- no pi r 
ceplibie local intlamniatioD, although they «ilimulule 
the glandular i^ielions. Theite M>lutionK will aUo 
fre<jiiently ■ ut short acute intlunmatiotis. S<dtilions 

"f le>a than sixty grains to the ounce produce more 
paiu ihe weaker they are, and llie anesthetic and 
astringent action diminiJ«h in iipul taiio with ibi- 
strength of the aolutioo, while (he ttltmulaut k|uU 
irritant action increase-s as the solution l>ecomes 
weaker. The glandular secretions are materially in 
eri-ased by weak solutions of ihe salt. When the 
ilimuhtut and irribtul action is desired, the uilrate 
of Stiver iu tine powder, highly dduted wilh starch 
\% preferable to the solution, since the tine granules 
of the silver suit «el up points of intlamma(i<m and 
iucrea.se<l blood -supply. 

Dr. Wm ('. .furv5<, oi New York. eon«.idered 

uitrale of silver one uf the most valuable of uU local 



applications u.sed iu the s|>eeial treatment of di.sea>:es 
of the throat. The different effects produced by the 
salt in trarlous forms and parts should be coostantly 

borne in mmd. It was uncquitlled by any other 
agent in controUiui; the exionsion of superficial 
i ulcers of the mouth or pharynx, when used fused or 
{ Ib full strenjttti. lis healing quality in this respect 

wa-s partly antiseptic in nature, primarily a stimu- 
ant. subsequently aniesibctic, and largely protee 
live. When shellac v.-unisb wa- carefully applied 
to a suiHTlici.il sore in tin- mouth associated with 
perversion of the buccal s«;cretion.«. it would rapidly 
heal. Th*silver Huit produced the stime lieneficial 
result, sini c lb*- cbcmirjil coaiin!.; or eschar formed 
protected ihu ulct;r from lla* action of iwnid s-ecrt- 
tions. This metal, albuminale of ailver nitrate, had 
beei' *Iio\vn hy cxpi-riniciit lo be a ni' -t ]> i^\ -rfu! 
aaliaplic. Nitrate of silver did uol exi-rcise the 
same controlling influeDce ov^^r deep ulcers, and 

Wa> often I'onlia iii<lic-itrd in the treat riii'nl of these 
iesiou'>. .S«duiiiMit9 of tlic suit wi re uot well inirne 
by the na«al mui<<>Uii itiemhrane. Catarrhal troubles 
in ihi- Ihroal and moulb wcrf l>ciietited by sprays 
cuntaioiug the Mdt to solution. It wai» a valuable 
npplication in chnfiiir* contrcKtive. or inflatnmaUH-y 
di-ea-^'- oi the laryiiv in tlic ^licnirtli of rr<)ni live to 
lifty grjiins to liie ouoie. llie it*>\ results being ob- 
tained by stomisMiifiu. 

Dr. Si'ilcr. ill clo-iuiL: iln' lii-v .^-ion. whieh wan 
participat.-d in by a niimlii-r .-f '.'cMliinLn -aid lliat 
wliL-n nil ra'i- of silver w.i- ap|ili( il fr' nin-titly. and 
for a con-.iilcr iolc leaglh o) !'rii.'. there would !»•' a 
fli [V i-it (if I Ijc ■•til)-!atiic Ixn nth a:id williiu 

ib<.- cpillicliuui wliii II v\i)uld stain ili" ii -> n--- lie 
knew of no melhrHl of removing ihes<- sialu^. tic- 
c.aus"' tlicy wi-r." pr..'liiccil !>i' 'In- o\;il ■ ni' siIv.t, 
vvl.icli is prart.cally ihsoiult;*' > xcipi lu cvitruile tjl 
potah^iuro. which could not lie nmf ioeiHy. 

\\'itb ri,-v'anl '.<> niiia'v ot -;l\-. f. ciihfr in - n k or 
in soliui' ii, producing ulc<'r> and eschar.s, he couhi 
onl} ^as iliat iti those case> Ihe hM'iil sore w;w nol 
' cau c'l \i\ dis'r uctiori ol cpii licJuiiu. !ait vvas 

due lo the loi:alixe«l iullnmmatiou productul by the 
fine pnrrich?s of silver aetint; as foreign bodies: that 
is. ili<- >U< k or tin- .stron-j -oliilj.m docs not produci- 
. Ihe cAchar. bul the itarticlt^s of ssiivcr «ct up a local- 
ized irritHtiiiii which produco rapid cell dentli. ibc 
same as docs many other substaacCH. 
' He never Mucceeded in removing na-al polypi 
• with nitrate of j^ilver: il-^ application tn these ,i;rowtli^ 
I always c aused pain . Mas seen microst opii ffieCt- 
I mens from the eye uf a raMut. showing intlamma- 
I ton' action of Ihe salt upon the intra-oeular tissues, 
lie I>e1ievi-d with Dr. .larvis ihal location had much 
to ito with llic strcnglh in which the silver ahnuld 
be applied 

Beuertt coulil not be derived from u>ing a leu- 
grtiin solution of the sjilt in iicule tonsillitis; .solu 
tions of from i<ixty to one hundreilund twenty graios 
to tile ouoce would cut short the intlammation. 

A pnpi'r on M> ria.iiti-', " by Dr Williams, of 
.Minnesota, wus read by title ami referreii. 
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tltepoited forthaManaAi. Aoa brThomaaN. Rajraoldti M. 
D.,of Dstiolt.] 

Ajcbrioai* Nbubouwioaki AaaootATtoM. — The 
ninth animal meeting of the Amt'r'n'aii N'curolos^ical 
AMocialion was held In tho Academy of Medicine, 
18 West Thlr^-flnt ttreet. New York, on Jane 90, 
91, and 98. 1888. 

It was called to order at 2:30 e. n., by the retir- 
ing ftfcsident, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, of New 
York. In the courseof li fi w n-iuark-, he said many 
papers of last year's meeting were reprinted in 
wveral languages in Europe. Great interest was 
taken in neuroIoLry in America, Iml not as much as 
that departmvut deserved. Ue then introduced the 
preddent-eleet. Dr. Robert T. Bdes. of Boston. 

Dr. E. C. Seguiu beitiK iibsent, Dr. R W. Amidon, 

of Hew York, vfn^ eledeil secretary, 

Preaident Edes then read the aanual addreijii. Ue 
reviewed last year's progress in neurology, and said 
*.he prinripal advancement was in a better know) 
edge of aoalysis as a means of locating nervous dis- 
eases. Owing to a lacic, however, of sufficient 
essential kuowledi,,^' in liie tu-ginoing of some ner- 
vous affections, many theories were yet only npeen 
latlons. This was a source of great regret, for a I 
enrrcci view of early symptoms was all important. 
Errors as lo these symptoms arise in one class of 
mlnda, who have usually mncli ooofldenoe in drugs, 
from attributing every improvement to recovery 
from organic lesions that do not always exist, but 
whose symptoms arc in some cases only simulnted 
by an affection scarcely mon> than fuoctinoal. 

In another elaiia of minda, errors arise from regard- 
ing all post mortem lesions na having existed from 
the beginning, and attributing failure in UienpurtO 
mistake in diagnosis. Both sets of men arc neces- 
sary to progress and research, and yet both require 
for correction, sometimes, * third class of mlnds^ 
roort; cool and reflective, 

OUicers for the ensuing year were then elected as 
foUoHf: 

IWdent— Dr. laaac Oil. of Saatoo, Pa. 



Vico-Pre*<iilent— Dr. W. R. Birdfall. of New York. 
Secretary anti Treasurer — Dr. li. \V. Amidoo, of 
New Yorlc- 

Councillors—Dra. V- P. GUhmj and W. J. Morton, 

of New York. 

A committee was appoiate<i to draft and present 
a letter of respect to the memory of the late Dr. 

Beard. 

Ur. W. J. Morton, of New York, exhibited a man, 
net. &i, with traumatic neuritis of right brachial 
plexus, from dislocation into the axilla, which waa 
properly reduced at the time, ten months ago. Arm 
was wasted and flabby; skin glazed, flaccid and 
mottled purplish red. Hand wa-s much enlarged. 
Stiff, brawny, club like, devoid of hair.'<, ulw iyn 
cold, with piiinful joints, club shaped and ra[tidiy- 
growintr nails, and a uumlwr of iiyin rtrophiea re* 
semblingsmall fibrous tumors on the pulmarsiufarx'S 
of the phalanges. Atrophy of connective and other 
tissues bciu^ the rule in neuritis, the fibrous hyper- 
plasia in the hand of this patient wa.s unique, with 
the exception of one other reported by Weir- 
Mitchell. This case also furnished an instance of 
asccn'ling neuritis, as evidenced by an extension of 
I the symptoms to the opposite arm ten mualhs after 
injury to the right axillary pteias. In the left arm 
are now found clectri ■a! chaiifjes '.pproacbing the 
reaction of degeneration found in the right; and 
what was very Interesting, tbcrewaa ako now found 
in the left netiro. muscular hyper excitJibility, a! 
though the muscular contractures following in ita- 
tion of motor points were not aa marlced or perma> 
ncntas in the right. It was the tirst time this .symp- 
tom was observed in irttumutisro of peripheral 
nerves, and it conesponded exactly with Charcot's 
dt.'scription of it as fotiiid in the iclhargic stage of 
hypnotism of the hysterical. The cuatruciures 
here were not due to degeneration of mascit^, but 
to exalted activilj- of those spinal centres suffering 
from a neuritis which had ascended from nerves of 
right axilla. Duriog tlie four months of tmatmont. 
impravament waa marked. Trentment waa by deo- 
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tricUy. ncrcrc Mislerin;? nv*>r bracbMl pleXQfl, hr»t 
And cold douches, auil coil. liver oii. 

Dr. Putium, of Bo-ton iiad mmo neuritU follow 
dislocation, und also sudckn «tmDg extcosion of the 
arm. For ireatmeut he favored several hours, and 
aomefUiDM days', continuous application of ice. pro- 
tret in:: th<- tdcin from extrpme oold witli Ranuel 
interprtwd. 

Dr. Oibncf , of New York, tbougbt myelitis from 

coiuprcsaion, as in vi;rtebriil cari(*«. nv>rf rnrnhlc 
Thought thai io myultlU thai had ascended from 
spioal nerve* the reflex gray centres were more 
ufTected than the cerebral iubibitory trart. while the 
Intier \sm more affected in comprenaioa rnyelitis. 

Dr. Mills, of Pbtlsdelpbia, had seen eeveml cases 
of brarliiul neuritis in l in one there w:is neuro* 
muscular hyper excitability u( lite affected arm. 

Dr. Hammond, of New York, eropbaaiised rest in 
the treatment, and favorfvl stretching the nerre lo 
some caaes, to cut off its natural t^limulus. 

Dr. Webber, of Boston, also favored rest, and 
blisters over nerve. 

Or. C L. Dana, of New York, read a paper on 
"Ilydrobromic Acid as a Substitute for the Bro- 
mides." ITc sjiid it was tirsl used, in 1ST.', liy Dr. 
Wade, of UoUy, Mich. Since tjiea many pbyei- 
eians had used U In pmctiee. and Dr. Reiebert bad 
exiieriinriitnd with it on tlic Idwit unimuls ll \sm> 
found to depress the redcx fuactions of the spinal 
cord. He bad hoped it would prove as useful as the 
alkaline bromides in ciiili jinv, witliout |>roilu<;in|r 
depression and scurvy; but he hod out found it 
quite equal to them, although it has a marked con* 
troUiuL iiitliK iK 1 xver the disease. Uc had seen 
benefit io the more controllable cases from 3 iv. or 
I v., daily, of the offlclnal ten-per-oeut. solution, 
ami ill one case that htwl resisteil other treatment, 
the epileptic attacks were reduced from two or three 
a day to one in two or three weeks by t iv. orv. of 
the dilute acid per day. It lost its effect, however. 
In »lx or seven mouths. Possibly it might Im: asetli- 
eieat as the alkaline salts, ineiiaivalently litr|;e doses. 
Its be«l uses were in nervous irritability, congestive 
headaches. pust'hemipU'j^ic nervous and circulatory 
distnrbances, irritable heart, and as a general nerv- 
ous and vascular sedative. For sedation. ; i. to 
1 li-Sb. of the dilute acid were required. It was a 
pood solvent for quinine, but did not prevent 
cinchonism. 

Dr. Hammond hud not found it in any respect a 
substitute for the alkaline bromides. He found it 
to prevent the unpleaj^ani effects of quinine, but not 
po effectttiilly fv? ri smtill do^e of sodium bromide. 

Dr. I-^kridge, uf L^hiladelphia, thought it pre- 
vented cinchonism, and was useful in typiioid 
fever. 

Dr. J. J. I'utnam, of iioston, read a paper on 
"Lead-polsoDing simulating other diseaM-s, an 1 on 
the dnngcr of mistaking bismuth for lead in analyab 

of urine." 

In obscure symptoms referable to cerebro-spinal 

crnfrcs, nrinf <hoiild be exaniiutil for lead. Iodide 
of potassium siiould be given freely before collecting 



: the urine, and a quart or kg ulmuld be obtained for 
each analy^iis. Patient aiiuuld be questioned as to 
taking Usmnth, for its rcartions were the same ^ 
lead, and it ap|>eared in Ihi' urine under u"* of 

I potassium iodide, as late a.s four weeks after being 
discoiii iriiK (1. In onecascof diffuse interstitial myel- 
itis, nnd another rf •»inbliri? frnnpienf poliomyelitis an- 
terior, und another wiUi cerebral symptoms seen iu 
some forms of dyspepsia, lithemia. and Chronic 
IK j.hriti'i, lend wri^ found in the urine, nnd ^real 
improvement took place under use of iodide of 

\ potassium: but in none of these casea, nor five oth- 

! era observeti with lead in tlic urine, were then' blue 
line on the gums, colie, emaciation, discoloration of 

' skin, atrophic paralysis of eztensora. or typical 

\ CH'rebrnI ^vmptom? 

Dr. \N eijber said tliat t)csidus tlie pricking and 

I numb sensations, piarastbeeia, etc., he had noticed In 

leud-p"i><nning affecting the cord, vaiimi-i other dl^ 
, turbances of seusatiou, often tH> sitgbt a> to require 
! gtest care to ascertain them. Another source of 

error in testing urine for lead '!i:it when it wa^ 
I allowed to Miand and decompu&e, and become alka- 
[ line, a rbemical reaction took place between tbe 
; nlk;din< liijiiid and (he glass, and lead was precipi- 
I latcd from the glass. 

I Dr. Mills said that besides the typical forms of 

lead poisoning, ui t -orts of afTet lio:n from 
I it— cerebral, hpiual, etc. He had seen from it weak- 
I ness of all the limbs and tremor, and believed 
strongly in th(' tlieory suggested by Dr. Ringer, that 
lead and perhaps other metals, as well as tbe diph- 
theritic virus, were protoplasmic poisons. 

KVKNIMJ Sl-«>HON. 

! Dr. .1. T. l^kridge, of Piiiiadelphia, reported an 
extreme case of "Oeneral Neuralgia," in a man, aged 
thirty, of nervous, irritable appearannv Ili.s fnthe- 

i died of supposed iudammatury spinal trouble. 

I Mother was living, but suffered from pain in abdo- 
nien. Hi^ tliree t hildrr-n were hriiltliy. Tlie xttiick 

I began iu lumbar region of spine, in April. 1881. 

I after sleeping in a damp bed one night. Pain con- 
tinued there one month, and then extended t<i left 
»;ciatic nerve. Pain of leg could be relieved by 

I pressure over sdailc nerve at exit from the pelvis. 
It continued in bolh,lheM r( '_;ion> for another muutli 

I nud then disappeared, but pain was felt on firm 
proasnie of sdntic nerves 

! TlMMigb suffering much, he worked as a moulder 

during the tlrst two innnth^. and mntinticd to work 
I till October, 18SI, when melted iron tell in his left 
I shoe and burnt bis ankle so that he wn laid up ten 
wwks. InJanuarv lie iicriiiri suffered a month 

from pain in the cord and all the uervet^ of left leg. 
I Then he worked till October, 188d, when be stayed 
i in hospital five weeks frou Sllll In same region. 

I In .laou.'iry, X^'^W. he wi»«» again confined to hos- 
' pital. Had greai puiu in ttack and left leg, ate and 
I slept badly, bowtsls constipated, temiwniture 100*, 

I pulse )'■>, res!>ir:ition ',M, spine now tender on pres- 
sure in l>otli dorsal and iumUar regions, and a.l thi; 
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nerves of left k><4 wore seats of oeunlgic pain sod 
sensitire to light pressure. 
IVwUnent was rest in bed. blisters over cord and 

affectetl ncrvcK, f^xtcnsioti and rnuntrr exton-ioii of 
left leg, deep injcctioQS of uorpUtna aud air>>|)tDu 
oombined, and chloroform, totemaUy i-rgot, 
brotiiides, stryclininii, iodide of potassium, unii 
other agents uac'U iu ocuralgia and i iii timatbm. ile 
jSTcw wone wbUe takinip iodide ot jiuta!«ium. and 
pniii was iucreased by chloroform irijeciifms. 
31urpIiiDa and atropina injections were the remedies 
which afforded any relief and tbeir effcctt^ were soon 
diminished. The only complete relief was from 
altemattng bladdeni filled with ice, aud ruhlter l>ai;;s 
with hot water to the spine and left sciaiica every 
five minutes for one hour each day. Iroder Uiese 
applications no morphine was required, bi^ appetite 
anil general condition grew better, and h«^ was able 
walk about. At this time the neuralgia had become 
{general ov^r tlie body, most of the Iarn;e sensitive 
nerves being painful ou prc^i-urc, Ihe left (Iflh 
rriinial alone having escaped. 

In April, about n month after all active 

treatment was abandoned, he began to improve un- 
der a mild fiiradic current, aud at present recovery 
is nearly comy>1pte. During the p;i«t wfek puMular 
eruptions took pliice over buijerdciai uerves of both 
arms and portions of the chest. 

The attack was thought lr» 1m- nctirnlci' , i iUier 
than general neuritis following ibtiammalion ot cord 
and membranes, becanse: 1. It lasted over two 
years and now leaves the mun ;il-iif)<.T prrfcctly well. 
'I, Pressure at different times over sciatic at>ove, re- 
lieved pun in limb below. 3. There were no re- 
,u ions of degeneration or other trophic disorders in 
this cose, and recovery was quicker and more com 
plete than it would be in myelitis with general 
neariti'S. I The left lei' untl right fiih cranial 
nerve were severely ail(»:ted, while the left sid« of 
the face entirely, and the right let; almost entirely* 
escaped. 5. The V'^i': '>fi'-n ^luh-ting or stab- 
bing, and was not the dull ache of ueuriti«. 

.(Vgalnst its being syphilitic was the fa^t that In 
.laauiiry. l^SH, lit: i;icw worse under an antl- 
syphilitic treatment of several weeks, and did not 
be^ to improve till a month after that treatment 
Wiis abandoned. Als<» there never were any an- 
Kones or areas, such as sometimes occur iu syphilitic 
neuritis. 

Dr. C. K. Mills, of Phihuielphiu, then a papi i on 
"l^ocomotor A.taxia Terminating as General I'tira- 
lysis of the Insane." He said the relation between 

locomotor ataxia and general paralysis of the insane 
bad interested neurologists and alienists siocc West- 
pbol's iovestigations in ISQS. He related a case of 
locomotor ataxia, in which after it had existed 8ve 
yi'nrs, and iuvolved staggering of speech, tremor of 
toiigue and lips, and great severity of other ataxia 
symptoms, mental disturbance became manifest. 
He began to sp<«nd his money very freely and had 
lofty iilcus, but the delirium of grandeur did not de- 
velop till a yiiir later, wlien he wa^ >« n' toiin insane 
asQium. His delusions became uf the wildest char* 



acter, he was irritable and bard to manage, had 
two apoplectiform seixares accompanied once by 
slight spasm, and died two years after going to 
I the asylum, thrci! years after first insanity, and 
eight years after first ataxia pain«. I'ost mortem: 
the pia* mater over both cerebral hemispheres, par- 
I ticularly in the postero frontal, aud parieto>temporal 
j regions, was found opaque, with congestion and ad- 
I hesions at points, and there was marked decortica- 
I tion and atrophy of the con volutious. Thepinoftbo 
' cerebellum, especially over llic sii|>Lrinr vermiform 
I process, was deeply congcsiicd aiui .idhcreul. I'ho 
I pia of the cord was thickened, and the substance 
of the cord was irregularly .shrunken. Micro- 
scopical examination showed marked sclerosis of 
the entire posterior columns of cord, especially in 
luinhRir region, witli i^f>neral inllammntion and 
iliickcniug of the pia mater. Sclerosis was also pre- 
sent in the medulla oblongata, pons, crura, optio 
thalatni. cerebellum, and convolutions «^xnmined. 
According to We^tphal and Uammond, no direct 
- relation exleta between the morbid proceas In the 
I cord ill posterior spinal sclcniHis, and that in the 
I brain in general paralysis of the insane. 
I Leidesdorf. Maudsley. Calmiel, Baitlarser and 
Chnridt, spciik rif t a-^c^ wlicru dissemin.itL-d sclerosi.s 
I e.xbibitcd all the symptoms of general paralysis of 
I tlie insane. 

Or Sliir.v .uid Dr. Wrliber each mentioned a cas«> 
of locomotor aia.\ia followed by general paralysis, 
I and dementia paralytica. 

Dr. Birdsall believed that the scleroses is Or. 
■ Shaw's case, which he had seen post mortem, and 
I also that described in Dr« Hills paper, were anond- 
ary to meniiii;iti» Dr. Mills replied that he thought 
itqtdie possible. 

saOOKD PAT— AFTBMtOOK SBSSIOM. 

' The prr-ii'i'Tit, I)r H. T VA^■■^, uf T'.ovi-,ii. read a 
I paper ou "The Excretion of Phosphites aud Pho«. 
photic Acid aa Connected with Mental Labor." He 
reported a numhi r of experiments made upon him- 
self to ascertain if phosphoric acid was increased in 
the urine after mental labor. 

In one set they were made in the afternoon on 
\vhn lj In Irctured and employeil several hoiir-^ in 
writing aud reading, the secretion of the succeeding 
night being included in the same experiment. In 
unolhcr set the time was passed as nearly in a .«,tr\te 
of meatal vacuity as possible. The results showed 
no material differenee In the nTerage of phoepiimie 
fii id rxf Tcted. If wa*? not fair to infer from these 
I figures, of course, that no phosphorus was used up 
; in the prooeai of cerebration, but they showed that 
the .imount of phosphates derived from the meta 
morphosis of brain-tiaauc in a state of physiological 
I activity was so small in comparison with that from 
' the Ltilirc system, that if has no prrrcptibic clfcat 
' on the total of phosphates found iu the urine. 
\ Dr. Jewell had not the experiments, but had al- 
ways believed it unlikely tliat prntiuftcd niental effort 
i should perceptibly increase the total of phosphoric 
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«oai|MMMMlB naultlDf from Uasue melamorplKMis of 

entire body. 

Dr. 8. G. Webber, of Boston, rcportetl "Eight 
Cases of Locomotor Ataxia, with Unusual Symp- 
tom'? and Miirkcd Remissions in Their Course." j 

Case flr»t huU no prominent symptoms, but at- 
taeltt of gtttric flatulence with violent pain. j 

Case second bud the irirdlc sensation nunifc^ted I 
in restricliou oi ruapiratlou resembling larytigeal ' 
spasm, but without cough. lu ca^e third diabetes { 
and occipital pain were the principal syuiptoms. In ; 
the fourth case was deafness auch that the voice , 
could not be heatd. which was a imn symptom mkI | 
probably due to atrn|iliy of unilitnry nerve. 

The remaining cases had prospects of permanent . 
fMOTory, one h*Ting been free from eymptooM for 
four year''. 

Dr. Waiton. of Uustoo, had exainiucd with rcfer- 
OBOO to desfnew over forty cases of stasis, and 

wliere deafn»"=<? w i.'^ foiind lie Helif vcd it not due \u , 
<degen«ratioD of the auditory nerve, llearin^ for 
blgh tones was not lost, and was best through bone 
on side in wlilrli df-afiii ss was most mnrkcd. 

Dr. Jewell, of (Jhicago. I>elieved absolute rest in 
bed for months, with Judicious massage to aid gen< 
enil niiiriiion, the most important of all. measures 
in locomotor ataxia. | 

Dr. Hammond tiad seen the same benefit from t 
rest; but called attention to some European report of 
lienefllfrom frequent forced codrdination exercise 
on the part of the patient. 

Dr. it. \V. Amidon, of New York, i xhibitt d w | 
child lately recovered from "tetanoid p«eudo para- 
plegia," which was preceded hy subacnte hydro- 
cephalus. Ht' sug^tsted the possibility of the 
tetanoid symptoms in legs being produced by 
•changes ra the cord which had descended from the 
-encephalic trouble, lie also exhibited two elderly 
women with ' Parkinson's Disease." In one the 
<Ii8ease had existed five years. She had the facial 
expression and all other symptoms of paralysis 
Agitaos, but never had a particle of tremor. In the 
Other woman there was tremor of left side of trady. 
and none whatever in the right ^e. Both cases 
followed severe bereavement. 

Dr. V. P. Oibney, of New York, exhibited two 
men, one the subject of "Progres-sive Muscular 
Atrophy with Marked Fibrillary Twitchings," atid 
tiic other presenting extreme "Muscular Atrophy of 
Left L«f with Fibrillary Twitchings." following an 
old gunshot wound in left knee. 

Dr. Morton, of New York, read a piper on 
' Treatment of Scrivener's Palsy." He got more 
lusting n-suUs from strrtchiug the iifTcctcd muscles ■ 
than i»y lKi tricily. lie favunii Nu^sbaum's idea ; 
of bringing the extensors into us.' insti i.l of the ' 
flexors and addui-tors, and exhibi'cil a simpU r de- 
' vice than Nus.sbHum'.s apparatus. It is a luug light 
4himhle with stub-pen all ached and wom on index 
finger. A li^^lit rubber band i.s slipped over thumh 
and fingers to steady them and offer slight resistance 
to estension and afadoctloB, and patient then writes 
1)7 the idMulder moTemmit. 



Dr. Dana approved the devioe and auggealed it aa 

a prophylactic. 
Dr. Putnam feared the extensors would soon auf- 

ftT too. 

Dr. Webber favored learning U> write with op- 
posite hand. 

A paper by Dr. E. C. Seguin. of New York, on 
"Thi^ Tn'^anp of Spain and Their .\«ylums" was read 
by title. In this paper be said Spanish f^tatistics 
fihowcd thirteen per cent, increase of in.s tnity there 
in the last three years. General j^iralysis varied 
from two to twenty rtve per i < nt iti the asylums, 
and was most frcqtiently cnu-^f l I'V lUcoholism^ 
«!yphi!is rinil exrc^'sivc infr ll''<'lion. With the fxcep- 
tion of half a dozen men in charge in the differei:t 
asylums, most of the physicians had but tittle 
knowlwlgf of psychiatry. Th'\v fia l O'lly i\ vnijue 
idea of the benefits of non restrainl, atnuscmcnt and 
occupation. There Is but tittle clinical insiruetloii 
in mental di<!pa«e?, nnd no as=ncintion of alienistjt. 
Private asylums were very well managed, but the 
provincial asylums were bad. They lacked in sise. 
grounds, and materials for amusement and Instnic- 
tion. 

They were Inclined to ivgard patients as Indilfer- 

ent Id r miTTts. At Valencia restraint wa^ ( vcn>, 
and iu one small dismal room there were thirty to 
forty women Kquattlnfr, nearly naked, on straw; and 

the males were < (|'ial!\ dc-tit ite. liut the .ilieiiiala 
in clmrge wtre e.Ktremely courteous to visitors. 

TIIinD DAY— AKTJERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. O. M. Uammond presented a patient recovered 
from ^yphiliile locomotor stasia on 75 gnuus daily 
of pot. itjdidc. Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, his father, 
corroborated the diagnosis. 

Dr. P. T. Miles, of Baltimore, reported a ease of 
"nutritive alteration in the li itid fr »m pressure of 
bend of dislocated humerus in axilla." There was 
great deformity of hand with glos>)y skin, insensi- 
bility to touch, heat and cold, Iom of muscular 
power, especial deformity of little and ring flogeni, 
all coming on slowly frr>m preHtore in axilla, and 
with pain exclu!<ively about shoulder. lie thought 
some forms of neuritis might alter nutrition and 
function, with absolute p«iln. 

Dr. B. G. Wilder, of Iihaca, N. Y.. read a paper 
on ••The Rrain of Cat without a Cidlosum." Ca.%s 
had been reported of nearly complete ubxence of 
the great cerebral riitiitrr-isure in man, Imt Ibis was 
the only one recorded among the lower mHmmalia, 
and the only cise amctng the several hundred rats' 
brains exnmlne<l at the I ilnsmlory of Cornell Uni" 
ver!«ity. lie exhib ted the brain to the a-'-s-xriHtion. 
There was no trace of callosum. nor fornix beyond 
dorsal limits of pnrtw, and pr«BComniis.Hurti and 
me(lico:imii^«iir»> were !nr:?er thtin ii'snal. He thought 
the luibilH and inieltigetice of cat Wiis tliat or ordi- 
nary caUo, for, if uthorwise. the persons who brought 
it to him would prohahiy have mentioned it. 

Dr. Wilder rovd another paper on "Ttie Alleged 
Uomology of the Carnivoral FimturaCnieiata with 
the Primatial Fissura Centtaila." 
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T. Latukr Bruatoo •Munu» Uiat these figures 
oomapond. but writera abonld my whether by cor- 
rcspoQilecce Ibtv mean iiualogy or homology. The 
distfzeemeot of to m«igr oompeteatolMervdra regard- 
tug the hoau»IO|7 of Ibeee two fiwuiw riKmld make 
all Blow to decide; for example, the human ceQtralifl 
bai beeo homaloKized uut ooly with the cruciata, 
but the 8U(>crorbitali8. the coronnlis and the ausata, 
together with the coronuliH, and the cruciata has 
be«D bomologized not uuly wtth the centralis, but 
with the first frontal, the calloso-marginalid, and thu 
occipito- parietal. 

Dr. W .1. Xlorton, of N'ew York, read n paper on 
the "Trfutintnt of lli>,'raine. ' Ik r«fcrrwl lo Du 
Boia Reynlo^ll^' theory of taiitrai iiuo of muscular 
wa'ls of blood vessels of affticted side, and hc-lk-ved 
iliHt iu llie vasu inolur theory wu have a detiuitu 
woridag bnais for treatment. There arc two types, 
angeio opastic. and angeio-paralyUc; often treated 
by opposed measures. 

Out of thirty-five private caeee, twenty nine were 
liugeio-spaslic, and thnt typ- w;h rriini'li nd most 
cuinmuL. Iu tUut type liroiiiidc ot !>4>diuin, S j. hI 
ODoe. and repealed in an hour and a half if uitack 
••ontinutd, ^ciHrally broutflit inuisidinfr rolicf. 
Patieut tthuuld theu lake gr. .w. ilircc iwwa a day 
for aevcral moolbs. The depr«N»iag effects of potas- 
euiin br irnid" wt it uti\ found in tlic sodium ilt 

lu l Asca of spiisni of vcd.M'l'*, bromides increuscd 
amount of blood in brolo by deprewiing excitability 
tif vasomotor nu>< hunism, ihtts relieving apasm and 
i^chasmia of the vcascIs. 

Niiro glycerine is often very cfflcaeious and acts 
iu tlu' ^:olu■ w;iy. It arid !lic brtiir.idc iu Ilie hunie 
case, often do belter than cither ulouc, the bromide 
before meals and nitro glycerine after meals. 

In llie angeio-parnl\ til ty|H; slrychnioa improveti 
loue of veseelOt and urgol product va«>-moior 
upasm. 

Dr Hammond found tcmperaturt' in exlorual 
auditory canal of aUccied side from one to iwo 
degrees higher in paralytic variety, and as much 
litk.w normal in f-[iiniic' variety. This was ii simple 
means of determining the type, when otherwise it 
was difficult to dedde. 

He had soon two ca.>ies with parnlycic variety on 
one side and spastic on the other, and failed to cure 
eillier. He thougl)t birycbnlna more useful than 
ergot in paralytic variety. 

Dr. Mills had found both varieties on same side. 

Dr. Dana had not been able to distinguish between 
the two form.9, and did not believe treatment cuviid 
be positively based on the spastic or paralytic condi- 
tion of vessels. ITe bad found cannabis indica very, 
effective when attack was eominj; on. 

Dr. W. R. Birdsudi, of New Yorls, presented 
btaUstics from variou!* Miurces to show the "Hcla 
lion of Syphilis to Ivocomotor .Vtaxi i of » 
ca!«cs of ataxia, 225. or 13 per tent., had sypbiiis. 
There was a difference in percentage of syphilis 
with different observers. In Erb's 100 ca»e8, 88 per 
cent, had t^yphilif; while in Dr. Birdsall's own 42 
cases, only 4 per cent, had syphiUai. 



He also exhibited a "Uand Electrode" of his own 
device, for dectrlcal tests and thfliapeutlcat par> 
I poses. The current could be Jntarrupted and ra- 

i versed at the same time. 

TUIitO DAY— KVaNUta SESeiOH. 

I Dr. O. L. Daoa, of Haw Tork, read a pap«r «» 

i "Galvanization nf the Benin and its Valae In tiM 

{ Treatment of Chorea." 

i ThoQf^ chorea Keoerally runs a typical course 

and U often Helf-limitcd, it may oonliniic months 
I and years, and therefore requires the best thera- 
I peutica. 

Had found U iii'dt from anodal galvanization of 
I brain, which was the most ratioaid form of elec- 
tricity in eborea. It lowered cerebral irritability. 
contracte<l pial veRscIs, slowetl circulation and im- 
proved brain nutrition. Pohir mettuxi and nomen- 
clature should be used, as it was the pole and not 
direction of current which produced specific effects. 
Piace positive sponge electrinh on side of Itead above 
car and negative in opposite hand. 

In hcmicli()rca place p<»-sitive pole on side of head 
opposite affected side, and negative in affecte<i 
hand. 

I'jic three to live Stohrer':* <'eUs for three'or four 

minutes daily for at least ten days. 

Dr. t'oniiug approved cei tral i^alvanization, and 
I>r. .Mills did also, but believe d tbe manner of effect 
was indirect or reliex. I)r Webber bflievcd the. 
action was reflex, and advised weak current. 

Dr. Ii (}. Wilder. »tf llbacn, read a paper on 
"Ucinoval and Preservation of Human l{raiu,"aud 
another on •'l'oint.'» iu il.^i Anatomy." lie advised 
more careful removal of calvaria. and greater ac- 
curacy in lIl-^L•(■til>u. 

Association tlien adjourned to mtx-t at call of 

couned. 



How HkcUHE TItK Hk^T PttYrtie.M. ('ONDITION 

After Pauturition — Dr. U. Tauszky read a very 
interesting and instructive paper on this subject 
before a recent meeting of the New York Academy 
of Medicine (Amcr. .Jour, of Obstetrics). He oiK'ncd 
it with the question, Wliy is it lhat almost every 
woman, as soon as --Iif; Itecomc*' 't mother, begin.i to 
suffer from some form of pelvic diseaic? He be- 
lieved much nf this snlTering to be due to meddle- 
'^nme fiiiTJctt nlifl' * midwifery. Tnlclligcnt an<l anti- 
sc|>tic midwilery.oveu though having the appearance 
of "meddlesomeness." should, however, he bclieve8» 
be rij>plied at every lalxn in i»rdrr to tlie bestposslble- 
pby!»ical condition uf the woman. The first Step* 
toward this end are clean bands on the part of the 
ut'coucbeur. His nails shotdd Ik <<Tupii!oush' 
clean, aud the hands, after having been thoroughly 
cleaned with soap and water, should be washed, 
with a thnn' pi r cent. s iliHi.in of c arliolic acid. All 
ini^lru nents and articles used about the woman 
should be simibirly cleansed and disinfected. Jnst 
prior to confinement or in the first stage of labor 
the bowels should be cmpUed by an enema, repeat- 
ed if acoesaaiy. The hladder» too, diould be. 
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emptied by the ottbeter, if neoeasaiy, and tbe vulva 
iMthed wilh a weak solution of carbolic acid, or 

thymol. 

Duriog labor dUatalion of the certriz should be 
caraftilly aarfated 1^ tho finger?, and much advant- 
age may iictruc from gently pusliliii^ the autcrior 
Up above the symphyais. Tough membrane* abould 
be ruptured. Chloroform should be used in priml- 
|)ara', but not to tlie extent of complete uncon- 
aciouaneM. The head and ahouldera should not bo 
allowed to press unduly for any oonsiderable length 
of time on the perineum. To rellere such pressure 
apply the forceps. 

The cord should not be tied until thi- umbilical 
irriiMlln have Hloppcd txrating. This is a very im* 
portent practical pohit. Crcdc's metliod of remov- 
ing the placenta should be employed. The genitals 
slwuld be carefully inspected after removal of the 
I>!a<'entji, and any al)rusioii or IricxTJiUon dressed 
with iodoform. Tlie aUloiaiaul binder •should \w 
used and the Child should be applied to the breast 
fit thf earliest possible moment. This early appli 
catiuu uf ihe child is iti tbi- taterests of both child 
and mother, exciting necessary uterine coutraciions 
ill the latfer. In multipara a drachm of ergot should 
be given after the delivery of the after-birth. In 
normal labor ergot should never be gtven before 
expulsion of the child. [This statement we regard 
8» boUi correct and incorrect. It is correct if it i» 
intended to imply that the action of ergot should 
not bf secured on the undelivered child in normal 
labor; incorrect if the statement is intended to cover 
the mere act of giving the drug. It takes firom ton 
to fifteen minutes for tlie er^rtt tn net. find the cx 
pvrienccd obstetrician can so time the exhibition of 
it as to secure its action after the delivery of the 
rhild and at a time when its action on the uterus 
may be ollimportant in preveuing hiemorrliage foU 
lowing the removal of the placenta.— Ed Mbdical 

AOE.] 

The thermometer should be placed twice a day in 
the axilla, that any ominous rise in the tempenttuie 

mny i)e jjromi.tly met. A.s an appUcstlon to exoori- 
ated oipploH the following: 

^ Balsam Peru 2 j 

Olel amygdal Sjw 

Aqurc rosjf ?j 

Mucil. acacite I jss. 

H. tilg. Apply after last nursing, the nipples 
having been cerefuUy cleansed. 

Dr TiiiHzkv 1 lys speriid stress- on the necessity of 
preventing unnecessary huitnorrhage after parturi- 
tion, and would hold the accoucheur responrible tat 
the oozlnat of blood from the L'eiiitals for diiys after 
delivery. He maintains that not u drop should t>e 
lost after the third stage of labor, and that the nap 
kins should l)C perfectly free from color. Should 
even slight discolonition occur, the source should 
be looked for with a view to checking it. 

The bowel 3 need not be moved milil thirtt day 
after labor. Intrauterine carbolized iojections 
•fanild he used only when the lochia are offensive 



I and when there is febrile movement. Even in such 
I eases he thinks vaginal dlslnfoetiog injections ate 

alone sufTicieni, exeepi in eH.ses iu whieh the uterus 
I has lieen injured. As such injections he prefers 
I thymol to carbolic add, and the parts diould he 

thoroughly eU-ansed by injections of simple water 
j either through a <^oft catheter or by means of the 
I Chamberlain syringe. 

j Dr. Tauszky protest* very strongly an«l v, ry prop 

I erly. in our opinion, against Dr. Goodell's plau of 
allowing the woman to resume the upright posittoo 
within three days after labor. His frontier experi 
ence with the army convinced him of the fallat^ of 
the belief that squaws arc free from uterine trouble. 
Uterine affections arc not uncommon among them, 
and they arc due, in his opinion, to their habit of 

I early rising after parturition. 

Should pelvic peritonitis develop, he regards cold 

' tii>iilI( !itions as the best, cspcciHlly in the early in- 
flimm-ilory stages. At tkst the applications must 

i be made very frt <iu i>tly He exhibited Letter's (of 
Vieiina)deviee for reducing intra pelvic temperatunv 
It coni>ist« of metallic cylinders three-quarierb of au 
inch to an inch and a quarter in diameter and two 
inches in li ngth. withm which were coils whieh 
terminated iu twu extremities, which projecteii from 

j the extremity of the metallic bulb, and to which 
India rubber tubes eoidd be nttaehed to conduct 
water from a fountain above through the bulb into 

I a basin below. He regards warm Injections for 

I peritonitis as dangerous 

i In the disou^ion wluch followed Dr. Tauszky's 
I paper, the views contained therein wen generally 
endorsed, but the position in which he in.«?isted oa 
: the necessity of absolute cessation of ha;morrh«gc 
I after the termination of the third stage, was freely 
criticised. The value of cleanliness was emphasised, 
as was alio the necessity of securing a condition of 
good health In the woman prior to parturition. Dr. 
Tauszky, in reply to his critics, UKuin insisted on the 
possibility of alMeucc of blood after expulsion of 
the placenta. To this end the ftrm, hard fed of the 
uterus must bc secured before the accouchew leaves 
the woman. 



£Tlui.oitY OK Sea StCKMKSs.— The exact uature of 
, the disturbance, physical or mental, which mani- 
: fests it<<elf in tlie symptom<4 ^^rntiped under the head 
j of scH-sickness have never been detinitcly doter- 
I mined. A number of hypothesis have, howew. 

iKsen from time to time advanced. A writer. Dr. 
I U. W. Lovett» in Popular Science Monthly, coliattai 

the mono modem of these and presents them In n 

very Ittrid mLintier. That to whicli lie pives prefer- 
I ence locates the cause in the inner car, which he 

graphically deseribes as a membranous bag flUed 
' Willi rtuid and situated in the solid bone. From the 

back part of this bag run out three semicircuhir 
■ tubes communicating at both their end* with the 

biig or vestibule. The.>e run in three different 
' planes, and are Ihied with hair-like nerre-fllaucats, 
1 whieh are much move abundant and nom MiNlttve 
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at the luilciior pnrt of the tubes. The tubes are 
filltid with liquid ia which Hoat litUe calcareous 
particles, tlie otolitlit. These tubes ore known as 
the spmiHrctilnr cnnals. It was dtfflcull to sne what 
connection with the sense of hearing Ibese canals 
ooold poidbly liave and some tinne ago it was no- 
ticed that injuries to theiie impaired the scuse of 
heaiii^ ia no way, but caused oiosl curious effects 
in tbe loss of •quUibrium. For instance, in pigeons, 
when the rcrtifal canal was cut, the bird turned a 
serica uf back somersaults; and, when the horizontal 
canal was cut. the pigeon whiried around In a 
horizontal pkne. in every case tending to rotate in 
tbe plane of the canal which was cut. And what 
is especially Interastinf to us Is. that is these and 
other experiments irritatinu or injury to these eauals 
was almost, invariably followed by vomiting. Ex- 
periments, by Professor Ferrier and others, point to 

a very close relation between these cunuls an<l tlie 

sense of etiuiiibrium, and an especially strong sug- 
gestion is given by the disease Icnoim as labyrinth- 
ine vcrtiiio. or Meniere's disease. Tliis is character- 
ized by an irritated and congested condition of these 
senddrcttlar canals, due to some Internal cause, and 
its symptoms are the same throbbing in the head, 
the pale, cold skin, and vomiting, as in sea sickness, 
and f n additfon the patient reds and staggers, being 
unable to keep bis balance. In this disease we seem 
to have the exact reverse of »ea sicknes*?, the irri- 
tated condition of the' canals causing tlic unusual 
movements of ttie body; whereas in sea sickness we 
have the unusual movements of the body which re- 
sult from the pitching of the ship, causing the irri- 
tation of the canals, and in both cases the irriuted 
slate of the scmrcircular canals is accompanied by 
vomiting. Hy ilic pitcUiag movemeuls of the ship, 
which are by far the worst, the head Is carried back- 
v^urd and forward through a long arc. At the end 
of the descent tbe head stopi, but by its inertia the 
fluid in the canals nulMS on and washes the otoliths 
up against the nerve-filaments at the front of the 
canals. These arc extremely sensitive, and the repe- 
tition of this process a few times serves to establish 
an excessive irritntion which is expressed by t^iddi- 
uess and vomiting. Why such gradual motions 
diould cause sea-sickness, while much more violent 
ones, .such as horseback riding, do not, can only be 
explained by saying that in the more violent ones 
the ladividoal has a stimulus to adapt his positlous 
to the motion, which he has not in tlic often un- 
noticed pitching uf :i ship. At any rate, this theory 
ekplalns why lying down should afford relief, as tbe 
otoliths then rests at tlie liack and less sensitive part 
of the canalsi and it also explains why riding back, 
wsrd should cause nausea and giddiness^ as here, of 
course, Ihi? otoliths drai; liehind and irritate the an 
tenor parts of the canals. Moreover, in some recent 
inquiries addressed to deaf-mutes upon another sub- 
ject, the fact was noticed tluU all who were insus- 
ceptible to dizziness oa account of the impairment 
of Uidr Mmii^ular canals by disease, reported 
themselves also exempt from aea-sickness. 



If this hypothesis be accepted the fallacy of many 
of the remedies (ice bags to the spine, nitrite of 

I amyl. champ^^ diloval, etc.,) recommended for 
sea-sickness must be apparent. Bromide of sodium 

^ may be beneficial by lesseoiag nervous susceptibility. 

LACBOBSB.~Dr. A. O. Smytbe, of BaMwyn. 

Hiss., contributes the following on this game: In 
the MEOic.iL Auc for the 25th of June is a notice of 
a game of sport, "Lacrosse," said to be of Tndian 
' nriLHTi Tlie same or a similar i^ume was common 
I among all the aboriginal tribes of the south up to 
a half a century since. It was known by tbe 
Cherokees, Oakm:vlgee», Muscogee- .n 1 t'eliees m 
poco. or ball play, and was the most mteresting and 
exciting game of sport and amusement known to the 
Indians. Ii was a common occurrence for dilTercnl 
towns to challenge a neighboring village or villages, 
as tbe case might be, and If accepted the parties 
i would meet at some suitable place, and it was a 
I common practice (or the leaders to stake a large 
part of their stock of horses and cattle upon tbe 
issue of the game. Neighboring trlt)i-s met upon 
their borders challenging a tribal game, and staking 
large tracts of territory upon the result of the game. 
The defeated party frequently charged that tbe game 
I had not been decided by fair means or the rigid com- 
pliance with tbe rul(», and would resort to arms to 
settle their real or supposed wrongs ; and whit l>egan 
I in sport and amusement frequently ended in war 
I and bloodshed. 

The excitement and dangers of the game required 
the most strlni^enl rules which were rigidly enforced. 
No iutoxioiliag drinks or arms of any kind were 
l>ermittcd to be upon the grounds or in' the vicinity. 
All injuries recuived or Inflicted, even to the loss of 
life, during the cuutest, if in accordance wiih the 
rules of tbe game, were traated as unavoidable^ acci- 
dents. Strange as it may appear with all the strain, 
j fatigue and danger, the women took us much in 

lerest, and a few of them engaged in the <,mi[i< ^v :th - 
I as much ho|>o of success as did the bucks. True. 
[ there was u niuditli:ation of the rules for Ibeir bono- 
j fit. Tlisy were permitted to use the ball in all cases 
I with their hands, nnr wen; the bucks to take it from 
{ tiiem by force, but might tiinder them, by getting 
i In the way. from thr&wing it between the stakes or 
' l)oles for game These advantages, together with 
I their fleetoess on foot in the race for tbe ball, 
j enabled them to succeed as often as did the braves. 
I In all the games witnessed by your correspondent 
(he saw a nuoiiier) one and tbe same woman, aged 
r between twenty and thirty years, of spam build and 
liglit frame, the nnjtlier of several children, always 
outran all the bucks (.from one to two hundred) in 
(be game, and generally had the victory upon her 
I side. 

Well may it be said that as a game for wild 
' savages, who are fitted for it, it may do. But ev«n 
for professionals in civilized life it would be fol- 
lowed by injuries incalculable, consequent upon the 
great strain to all parts of the human organlntloB, 
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to mf no/Qilng of the fatal accidents daring tlio 
gtme, unless pn ^-rfHtly modified as to mako it 
worthless as an aihUilic game of sport Base ball 
and cricket sflord no comparltoB at to Ibe Imme* 
diate dan^ r of death from accident and esoMrive 
exertion whilst engaged in the ; amc. 

lo a W4wd. its IntrndaotloD as an athletic game uf 
sport amonr 'Jir youth jn rivilized life should be 
oondemocd, dih<x>uatenanced and discouraged by all 
nudloal men and bumanltariana all over the land. 

Unforf uimtply for the influcnft; of physicians in 
tbb m«l(er, they are too little acquaioted with the 
game of lacroaaa, whole generaUtma having never 
hcan! nf it. 

Since writing Ibe foregoing 1 call to mind thai 
there la a renuant of the Choctaw tribe in eome of 
the middle counties of thi) stale (Miss.), who, I am 
informed, Indulge in the game occasionally. But it 
Is likely that It Is in a modiflcd form. The law 
officers and rmirts would not permit it aa plajred by 
the savages iu former timeK. 



TnK MiciiioAN Statu Hoahd ok Hp.ai.tii —The 
regular t^uarterly mcctiug uf the Michigan State 
Board of Health was held tn the Board's ofBoe, at 

Ltinsiug, July 10. ISK;, the following members l>t'iug 
present: John Avi-ry, M I)., uf Qreenville, presi- 
dent; Henry F. l.y*ter, M. I) . of Detroit: Arthur 
Haslewooil. M D.. of Grand Uapids; ViclDt C. 
Vnuglmn. M. D., of Aim Arbor; and Ueury li. 
Baker, M. IJ., wM-rotiiry. 

Dr. Avery presented n < uniininiii riiinii from Kph 
raim Follei, of Sheridan, Montcalm Co.. relHtiiis; 
to the overflow of lands causetl by olist fueling a 
Blreum fur tiie purpose of running logs He also 
read hi*» T( \t]y u> ihv Ic'tcr, in wliiffi !n- '■liiSnl the 
legal remedy mid U.c <lilllcuUy in si-curiuj: ihc ub.ile- 

mentof such nulsunt < - 

The secretary read hia rej>ort of work diirini; the 
last quarter, which slioweil that a succe^&Iul sani- 
taiy convention had been carried on at Keed City, 
and arrrtugt-inenJ* Ix t n unrle for a convention 
at Mubkegon. August ^3 and 24; that cuuvideruble 
oorrespoDdeoee had Ixen had oonoemlng the exam- 
ination of plans f lir jirojio^cd buildintrs- :it viiriiiu^ 
i»tate itistitulious; thai the report for 18^3 had been 
distrihuted to various societies, llhrarles, etc. : that 
the weekly bulli 'in of health in MirliifCiin had lieen 
rq;tt)arly prepared and issued; that returns of the 
names and addresses of about 1, SOD health offloers 
had been rrd ivcd tiid lilrd; that n circular relative 
to the danger to he anticipated from small-pox, and 
one relative to the reporting of oooiagions diseases 
u ith appropriate blanks had Iteen devised ami (lis 
iribuied to all local boards of health; that the arti- 
cle entitled "Diseases in Michigan in 1883'' had been 
compiled; that the accumulated letters of the office 
for the years ltt<ii-18bl had been arranged and 
bound; that the Qompilation of the articles on 
"Meteorology in Michigan in iss-^." and on "Week- 
ly lieports of Diseases in 1H82." was well in hand; 
that circular &5. relative to the work of health 
offloers, had been revised to oonfonn to the new 



legislation of 188a, and. If approved by the BoaM, 

was ready for pul)licat ion. 

The secretary read a resume of the rt%enl work 
of elbet State Boards of Health. 

The Honrd then proceeded to examine plana for 
proposed public buildings, under the law which 
requires all plans for Slate bulldlngH to besnbmltted 
to the yirtte Board of Charities, and to the Stat* 
Board of Health. Plans were examined in detail 
as follows: liVir winfta lo the present sdiool for the 
blind, at I,an.«ini;; for a proposed hospital at the 
Michigan asylum for the insane, at Kalamaaoo; for 
a cottage hospital for the State pabllc school, az 
Co'.dwater; and for a main buildluL; for the Stat* 
industrial for girls, at Adrian, and made record of 
proixwitions which were approred. and sevenl 
nconimcndatlons. 

Dr. Avery reported a visit to Fremont. Newaygo 
Co.. to examine Into a nolsanoe caused by an ezten. 
sivc tannery, wh«'re five hundred tons of hideft aro 
annually tanned. Uc had made rcoommendatinnt 
which in his opinion would almte the nuisance, and 
it had tx'en premised that his riioommendaliona 
should bo complied with. 

On motion of Dr. Lyster. the State IJoard'.s com- 
I mittec on buildings, inptoding ventilation, etc., wa.v 
requested to prepare a report on the Im-^i plans and 
methods of construction of hospitals gullible for 
the various State Instituiions. 



Etioi.ooy of ruKTHBiTis.— Dr. J. Henry C. 
I Himes {I'olyclinic) takes the ground that in ft 
' liff'tliritis cuntracted from a well niarl<eii case ot 
, ^unorrlKta the symptoms may Iv so <', \.xhi as noi to 
1 difTen-nttate the attack from one t o i noa- 

.specitic <ause, and that, on the other hand, n 
uretliriti>; having its origin in a non *»pecilic cause 
may pr«'Ncni all the -\ :n|>romH of a violent gonor- 
rho'a. He accounts for this discrepancy of ctTects 
on the convcaicnl liypothcxi'i of individual peculiar- 
ity or idiosyocracy. He acknowledges that this 
way of accounting for Ihem is uusatistfai;tory to 
many, and that, in conbequeuce, two schools have 
resulted, one advoeatinir the existence of a speeiflc 
gonorrliieal virii< tin' mMk ,• i, li, ving the disease an 
infldmmutory proce>», varying in intensity and not 
due to any special poison or vims, but which may 
originate from any irrit ui! i ;i[>,»Mc nf i- iii^inu' in- 
Qammatiott. Thot>e who hold to the specific buture 
of the gonorrhoeat virus maintain that it contains 
a j*pcTiul nii< r x A i lo which its p<'(ruliar pr >pcrli.>f. 
are due. The others point to the pathological 
lesions which are common to the disease as caused 
by both causfs and to the analogy of their symp 
toms. Dr. 8imes commits himself to the simple in* 
flammatory nature of gonorrhcen. which is not 
po.'isesscil of any such properly as specittclt}'. I*u9 
discharged from any surface may vary in the degree 
of its virulence, Imt It Is true that contact of gonor. 
rho-al virus in variably cause gonorrhoea. A num- 
ber of men may have connection with a gonorrha-ai 
woman and only some of them may contract the 
disease, and a man having gonorrhoea najhaveoon- 
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Bcctlon with a woman, who, wiibont heraelf 

contraclinjt the diseaso. may. throujjh coonec- 
Uo& a short tim« afterw«rd8, communicate 
tt to another man. These Mntomcntd wiU, 
we think, ha COrrotMtrated by farts in the 
experience of most phymcians, while, doubtless, 
some bnvo met with men. as we have, who would 
c<jntracl a urethritis from a connection with Ihelr 
wivoe when they "uffered from th<' slightest symp- 
Umf rif purulent leucorrhoea, so sfusilive were the 
inucrniK mambiaoaa of the nf their urcthrse. 

Dr. Simes saya on th« auhject of the microocus of 
gonorrbcea: 

"The pmenoo of a mlcroooocua in the gonor- 

rhttiil (li*-clifirgt' hii<^ of Irifc \vpn advnnrei, and upon 
It is said to depenci the specific nature of the pus. 
That a npieroeoceiaa eztota la the gononiMaal dto. 
fbarpc T h;ivc vt rifl'd by personal observation; tiut 
I am nol. willing to .admit the specific nature of lliis 
oi^Dtam. aoy mere than I am fnelfned to consMer 
the raicroc'K'Cu? fnnr;r} in ntln r th in L'mior- 
rhiaal as posio&iiing spccitic properties. Tlie pre 
Bcnoe of a microeoccos io pus obttUaed (mm other 
soiirtvfl than irotiorrha'i I Uuva nUo contlrmi ii !)y 
invesligttlion, and Qod it to have tlio miac rcocliuu 
with the staining fluid as that met with ia gonor- 
rh(ual piiH 

The specitie nature uf ihe micrococcus of gonor- 
rhoea, I think has been refuted by the culture and 
iiKx ululion cxpcriuit nts of StiTnlierL'. .\moni? Iln- 
wvoral conciufionti arrived at by thi« writer, he says, 
'CultureHuids rontiiiniog these micrococci intra- 
(iut «*d into thv healthy m il<; uroihrii do not ji'we 
rise to speciHc urethritis, or to any otlier 0!>tioeable 
remrn.'" 

The Feeiii.k Influenck of Iudlniv Uvbh Mala- 
BTiU. Fkybbs.— Tberv liave rcoeaily appeared nu* 
mcnius rpji Drts from iin:ili< jil men in v irinu-; jrtrtiof 
the world, rvciliug tlic virtues of iodine in the treat- 
ment of malarial fevers. It is true that these do not 
.jl! ii^rtt' a-; f'v the oxact ilegn-i^ nf i- 'linuc*! that miiy 
be placed on (his ageut u» un antipcriodic. There 
are. howerer. those who claim for it an efficacy not 
less tlian that of Peruvi m Imrk, n>. far ns l!it iinnit' 
diale control of the ultuck is concerned ; and uvea 
greater than bark in preventlof its rcctirrenco. 

l! riuul Ik; confess«nl, howevfr, lli it Ihe n sults n - 
ported by various observers do nut cutlruly agree. 
Qere we find an asaortlon that in clironic malarial 
poisoning iodine diHJS its work most cfTeclually; 
there, that its value is uii; in aDolhcr article wo find 
that it is recommended to render permanent the care 
that quinine has L)L-^iiti; in still another, that it is 
given in combinaiiun with quinine, arsenic, etc. On 
the other hand, we find tliat hy some anti'periodlc 
prnpcriios are denied t«» iodine. 

Attriicled by the testimony in il^ favor, and with 
the desire to delinilely ustierluin the powen*of iodine 

ati aiili 111 il'ifial romeily. io view of the ease of its 
aJmini«lra'ion, and of its comparativHv small com- 
mercial valui". Dm. I. E. Alktasoti aud Hiram Woo 
availed themselves of the opportunity of treating ^ 
malarial fevers alfoided at Dayvlew Aitylum, Bsltl- 



more. during the late summer and autumn of the 
past year (1882). and they record the reaults in th<* 
July number of the Amaician Journal of the Medi- 
cal Sciences. 

Their experience leads them to draw the following 
deductions as to the tiM of iodine la acute malarial 

poisoning: 

1. In tntermitteat fevere it has aome fefthle influ- 
ence in pontrollinir the paroxysms. 

2. It takes usually from three to eight days to ex- 
ercise this lafloence. 

3. In cures effected iherf is great danger of ft re- 
lapse; certainly as great as with Peruvian bark. 

4. It Is certain to add to aagr existing diarrhocia or 
nati<^ea, and Js liaiUe to caiisecach, if tb^do not 
aireudy exist. 

5. In ramittenta, its effect. If any, iaseen ta a alow 
and gradual redirrtion of tcmp'-nittire, nnd this te- 
ducliuu is liable to sudden interruptions. 

6. In both forms of malarial fever It is Infinitely 
iiiffTitir to cither cinrhnnidia nr quinine: certainly 
as regards the immediate control of the fever, and. 
as far as we are able to Judge, as regards relapsea 

7. Fmui an economic point of view, the slownest- 
and ancertainly of its action make itt use in hospital 

pnictiee fully as ex|X'nsivc a'* Peruvian bark. 

y. There seems to lie ground to lielieve that it caa 
cause albuminuria. 

(t Tn the larste majority of i i.s('> nf ordinary m uUi 
malarial poisoning it has no influence whatever. 

TuK CoiiE AM) TiiK CouisTs — It will bc remem 
bered that tiie "boom" for Ur. Austin Flint's candi- 
dacy for the presidency of the American Medical 

Association was ba>*ed on tlie -uppn-i-d fact of hi>- 
'■slalwarluess ' <m the question of the C-)de. It was 
elearly n'lvcn out that no "half-brewl" need apply, 
and when it wius dtaeovere<l that Dr. Gihon. of tin 
Navy, who had been nomitiateil for the vice-presi- 
dency, had criliciz.'d sonu of tli * provi-»ioas of the 
('ode. it bceame necessary for him to "explain" be- 
fore the nomination was coallrmed. A short timu 
ago Dr. Flint eoiiributed a number of arlicIf H !<> 
tlie Ni- v \ ink Medii-al Journal, in which he com. 
niL'ntel on ih'? Colo. A eorrc-tpondenl of thai 
journal has lM;en looking; through these, and ha> 
found expressions which, had they attracted tlie at- 
tention of the ".'tal Aaits,' would, probably, have 
cooled their ardor iu behalf of their exceedingly 
worthy candidate. In referring to the restriction 
ciaii-i' of till Code, Dr. Flint said: 'II is to be hoped 
ihal Ihv American Meilicai Assoiialion will ailopt 
such modifications in its phraseology aa will place 
restriciiniis in t misii.t iIiom. not r>n the ground of 
doctrines or lorms of l>eiief, but uu .■i<;pur.Uion froiu 
and avowed antagonism to the medical profession." 
When it is rememi>ered that it i'i solely "on the 
ground of doctrines and forms of belief" that 
bomosopatha are thrust out of the profeasion, it will 
Ik- seen that Dr. Flint mii't have slightly rec.oii.-?id- 
ered his views on this subject when he signed the 
required pledge to auatain the Coda as it la^ and 
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which practicali^ gagged such meptbers of the As- 
soeUlloa as went to Cleveland expecting to partici- 
pate in tliL' revision of tlicir creed. 

The octiou of the Judicial CouaciU ihnmgh which 
it secured the gnat "bumony" on the queetion of 
the Code which characterized the Inte meetiDg, is 
comiug in for no Utile denunciation. In thi4 laud of 
free «peeeh. stidi devices are poorly calculated to 
inspire respect for those who spring thtiu. By such 
tricks the surface may for a lime be kept placid, but 
they cannot quell the commotion undeneath. The 
surest means of preventing an explosion is not to 
attempt to prevent tlie eacaiie of the gas of accumu* 
iatiug indignation at abuses to which a people are 
becoming aroused. A!! such allcropls lead to the 
jar of revolution, when only the mild and healthful 
affltstion of reform is demanded. Tlio action of the 
ultra-Codist« or "stalwarts" at Cleveland will, we 
believe, prove to have been ill advised. A courageous 
raoognition of the feeling which is abroad on the 
question of tht Code, would have retained for Ihem 
Kspect wliich they have forfeited. 

CuoLKRA. — Reports from Eyypt shnw frightful 
ravages in some of the cities of that country from a 
disease |»resenti»f all the characteristics of Asiatic 
cholera. In Damletlu and adjuiuit the 
daily deatiis have averaged over a Luadrcd for 
the hut month. Thus far the scourge has been 
largely confined to the sites of its original at- 
tack. This lias been largely effected by the rigid 
wim tanitain thrown around them by the British 
troops left there since the late war. Instructions 
were immediately given the troops to shoot any one 
found attempting to escape from the infected locali- 
ties, and thus the danger of the disease spreading by 
contagion has been very effectually overcome. 
Whether it ^all prove to be merely endemic or epi- 
demic remains to be seen. It has already been in- 
timated that tlie (liK Hse is rather a virulent form of 
t'udemic dysentery ihuu clioleru, and that the mor> 
tality ts increased by neglect and starvation, the fenr 
of contracting the disease preventiriL'^ the Tiwessary 
nursing and attention. The fact tlmi it lui-s had 
its origin in Egypt instead of further eiist. strength- 
ens the hope that it i.s not the beginning of an epi- 
demic of Asiatic cholera. The prompt measures 
adopted by the British troops who have assumed 
arbitrary control of sanitation, may, in iiny event, 
control the disease. Certainly these measurv^ must 
have the effect of materially pieventing that sudden 
irrnwth of the epidemic to the dimensions with 
which former epidemics have started on their way 
across the western world. The authorities of 
Europe have become ftill\ nrotised to the gravity of 
the situation and most active steps are being taken 
in the direction of sanitation. As far as America !• 
concerned, it has had timely warnini; and our boards 
of iiealth will, doubtless, take such prompt mess 
ures as the exigencies of the times make Imperative. 

The discuiwion of the tlierapy of cholera must for 
liic present be subordinate to a consideration of its 
propbylasli. The little we know of the nntare of 



' the disease f^ttsfies- us tliat it is most deadly under 
I bad hygienic eoodltions. Attention to sanitation 
' and persimi.l hygiene, the n< ce,s.tity of which is al- 
I ways pressing during the heated season, is peculiar- 
I ly so when there is danger of the dwtera wave 
, reaching our shores. With our Hdvuuced knowledge 
of sanitary science we have grounds for believing 
that flihould cholera reach us Its ravages will be leas 
' fearful than those which have charactcrind its epi- 
I demies in the past, 

I Acmtm BoKACictiM.*— Tovdiing theaubjeciof the 

untoward action of this drutr, T.ewin has the follow- 
ing: According to the invciitigatlons of Kiuswaugerf 
I bomdc add In medidoal doses is without effect on 
' the human system; Bhindd, however, the quantity 
! given be increased to two or four graounes (ilO or 00 
! grains) it may cause a frequent deeire to micturate 
and au iucrea.sed flow of urine. 

After eight grammes ( 3 ij) of boracic acid, taken 
by Binswanger in two doses within an hour, there 
ori nrrrd nsusca and vomiting, and feeling of pres- 
sure and fullness of the stomach, which continued 
for several hours. 

Following tlie e.viernal employment of boracic 
acid as au antiseptic. Molodenkow^ has receoUy 
reported deteterious untoward and oven fata) remits. 
A young woman who suffered from pleurisy and 
hydrothorax was subjected to thoracentesis without 
previous chloroformiratlon. The pleural cavity 
was afterwards washed out with a flve-per-cent. 
solution of boracic acid, following which distreasing 
I vomitmg and weakness of the pulse set in. On the 
I following day an erythema uppeured on the face and 
, soon extended over the trunk. On the third day 
1 the erythema liaving also spread over the lower ex- 
I tranltles, the vomiting having ceaiMi^d and the mind 
remaining clear, the p.itieni suddenly died. 
In the second case, aftc-r ibc washing out of a deep 
I abscess In the nalea of a young man, of sixteen 
j years of age, there occurred in half an hour vomit- 
ing, debility, and a small, scarcely percept: blu pulse, 
and in two daj s an erythema, first appeuing on the 
face, hiccough ;iih1 denili The autopsy revealed no 
1 cause of tlie death, whicli seems to have been due to 
1 paralysis of ibcheaK. 

The decided i>oi^oi:o!i? nction of Iwracic acid in 
these cases is, perhaps, ex))lBined by the experiments 
I of Binswanger, who showed that in the internal ex- 
hibition of this drug it is rapidly eliminated by the 
I kidneys, while after its injection into cavities it is 
lem readily absorbed, remains longer in the system 
and thus exerts its fullest action. 



PitACTiCAL Halthitsijlkisic.— The AusirahMian 

i Medical Gazette gives an iccounl of a custom which 
' prevails among certuiii ti ihes (if the oaliveii of Aus 

•Lewin on t_'n!'>H uril hjlc ts of r>r«jr« r)*»tro|t, Midi : 
I <JeorKf S, l>m-is. juiblisli>-r. 

tBintiwaux^r, l'ttaruuiki>loK. Wirknn^L-ti il'-i IJorsJure iind 
dett Borax, MUncbeD, lSt7. 
j tMotoilrakow, St. FuterslituK McdJi:. Woctieiucliriltk No. 
i 4t.l«Sl. 
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tr»li&. It is said tliat the tribal laws as to tlic occu- 
pation of bunting grounds are cxcecdiDgly rigid, and 
that no tribe, no matter how pressing may be the 
denuukd for food, dare go beyruul the limit?; fixed to 
its own territorry. These laws necessitate restric- 
tion of the growth of population, and families are' 
Umit«d by the custom, to two children, .\ftf r tbc 
second child huA been Luru, ud uperalioD is per 
formed in lome tribes ou the male parent, through 
■which a permanent opeinU::; is eslrihlisihrd in the 
infu-ior wall of the urethra just anterior to the 
serotom, and thnra^ which the semen escapes 
without finding it^ way into the vagina The 
female i& ah>o treated, after she has given birth to 
two cbildrsD, by the Insertion of a piece of wood 
into the %-ftf:^infi and prcsiinniMy into the utcrii.^. 
She is then lLe|it on her back on the ground and 
her abdomen constantly eorered with very hot saod, 
kept on as hot as it 1> bcaniljlo, until the stick hu- 
lieen removed. It ia supposed that this procedure 
renders the woman sterile by stirring up an endo- 
metritis. 

in other tribes ali the maled except a select few 
are treated as above. These few are kept apart for 
procreating purposes, and tlic women me taken to 
them when their impregoatiou 1> desired. They 
are said to be a lot of very "saucy fellows.'* 

It an interesting speculation as' In how this cus- 
tom originated. Probably at some remote time a 
diild was bom with hypospadias, and that some 
acute observer in the trit>c noting hie inability to 
procreate, conceived the idea of producing artificial 
hy poapadias 10 the same end. Prior to the i ntroduc- 
tion of this operation the population was prob.ibly 
kept down by infanticide. Ali the individuals ex- 
amined by onr contemporary's informants were also 
found to be circumci.sod, and the two operations 
Were performed with the same instrument: a chip 
of flint formed and sharpened into n knife. 



POPT MORTE-M E.\.\MINATIOK Wn il-l l Ml TtI.\ 

TioN. — Dr. Howard A. Kelly, resident physician at 
Episcopal Hospital. Philadelphia, details in the 
Medical News, of tlie h n!t.,ft method which he has 
folluwed iu case-ii iu which he wished to remove the 
abdominal and thoracic oontenta without section of 
the Walls lif cithfT of thr<c ravitip<«. He flxei» the 
cadaver in the litholonsiy position and mak«« au in- 
ciaion extending from the perineo-serotal JancUon 
to she margin of the anus iiiul down (u the bulb. 
Then cutting around this, and carrying the knife 
through the subjacent tissue up to the pdvic faicta 
uuderlying the vesico rectal pouch, without iujuriiitr 
either bbdder or rectum, lie forces in his baud and 
gradoally woiics up through the pelvic into the ab- 
tl^minal cavity. 1)ttween the parietal peritoneum 
:iad the recti muscles. Then breaking through the 
peritoneum the hand becomes invested on aU sides 
with tlie Intestines which cling to it like a tight 
i^love, and following every moment tliere is an in- 
deicribable simaation of auction, most imprearively 



demonstrating the compact relations and mutual 
adaptability of the viscera. 

In a case the details of which he reporti^he pushed 
iu his bared arm up to the shoulder reaching the 
free Itoarder of the livi^r and depressing the organ. 
.\n unsuccessful attempt was made to penetrate the 
diaplirapra with the fr.iger. The arm wa<» with 
drawu, and agaiu iatruduced carrying up a ^alpel 
with its blade flat against the index finger. The 
diaphragm was thtis nirked and the knife with- 
drawn ; the opening was converted into a large rent 
and the hand passed into the pleural cavity and the 
whole riglit lunp hrout^ht down into the nhrlomcn. 
After the knife was again introducixl and the 
bronchus and vessda seveted at its root, the lung 
w as without dlfllcnlty removed through the perineal 
opening. * 

Dr. Kelly claimf that It is possible^ without dlfll- 
eulty, to remove the coBtontsof the abdomca and 
thorax in this manner. 



Tbb DtppKKKNT KnrM or Quacks.— According 

to the Oa/ette TIcbdomadaire the genus of the 
quack varies In France with his natiooality. It 
may be ioteiesUng to know that the American 
quark he floiu i-^heth abroad, is "high in color, 
loud iu voice, noisy and impudent.'* Tiiat Is the 
rdle be usually plays also in this country, but he 

does notconline himself (o it. In hls;^reat vcr.satiUly 

lie adapts himself to the pcculisritic^s of bis dupes. 
We have seen him pale, of smooth and delicately 

modulated voice and exceedingly demure. The 
Spanish quack abroad is, we are told, "mystic, 
sombre, the crudflz in hand, altrays ready in 

prayer." That lay has not been worked here to 
any great extent, and it might be made to pay. 
"The Dutch impostor, writing liis consultation with 
a flask of urine in hand, as in the famous 'dropsical 
woman' of Gerard Dow," would scarcely be 
ad^»ted to the genius of this country. There are 
some, however, who arc favorably impressed 
through the urine. But the kind which carries the 
palm abroad, and is the peculiar abomination of the 
French jnof-^s-sion, is the German quaclt, "sur- 
rounded with piles and electric apparatus; a prO' 
fessor of occult phvi^ical science; who cures with 
iiir Mune spark pulmonary tuberculoid and cerebral 
debility, a liNiiiiLrui'-hed lecturer and the apostle 
of a newly Uihcuvcitf<i art. ' The latter quack 
should emi<^ruto. Untold wealth awaits him here. 
Thearrjiiit, Mat.mi, Ignorant quack is beginning t(» 
lose his grip as uur people grow more intelligent, 
and the "occult" would catch them. They have 
much more fnilh in the incomprehensible than they 
have in that which is reasonable. The theological 
quack has cultivated this weakness very success- 
fully, and there is no reason why the medical quack 
should not lind It profitable. 



Who O'.v.ns niK Examin.vtion P.vpkhjj?— The 
i Medical Kecord reports the restUt of a recent lawsuit 
I InCbMinnatiwUchwiOlMvea tendency to aiouae 
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medical leadiere to a senae «ra responslbiUtj which 

few, probably, ever <lreamed they were under. A 
votmp Inrh' nictiiojU HtiKifiit, the plaintiff, wiis h 
Uradualc of Pult«j Medical College. The examiaa- 
tions for tbe college degcee were written and After 
receiving her diploma tlie younff female M. D. de- 
aired her papers returned, her purpose being to have 
them printed in pamphlet form, as en eid to tier io 
starting her [irofession. Ifcr requi-st was (.■nmpru'd 
With io the case of all the professors except Dr. 
HertBhora, the Profeeior of Sargerjr. tbe replies to 
wbaso qtiosiioiu occupied seventeen pagtis of manu- 
script. Tbe doctor refused and io»tcad of returning 
her pa pern threw tbem in tbe fire and reduced them 
(o ashes. The fair graduate was much incenHe<l at 
this conduct, wlilch tbe I*rofc-<sor could not explain 

10 her satis/action . She. tbt rcforo, brought suit 
against him for damages, and upon tbe facta and 
testimony, the court awarded Ijcr iji300. 

Whether or not this result is in accordance with 
good law we are not prepared to my. It, will, 
probably, be passed U[)on by a higher cnurt. Imt the 
result thus far will be sufHcit ul to admonish prou-s 
sors not to tliiiik so lightly of the intcllcciual cfl iris 
of their Mudenis as to oommit them willfully to the 
flames. 

The Camoh Oil IV ant am> I'l u - oiwi i vu 
lions made by M. Itaffoid, u member uf the tjocictC 
d'Horticulture at Limogee (British Medical Journal), 
.show that -i cju'^tdr oil plant huviii.? been placed in u 
room iufebled with dies, they disappeared as by 
enchant ment. Wishing to find the caui!e, be soon 
ft)ini(t curler the castor oil plant a number of dead 
tlics, and a large number of bodies had remained 
clinErin<7 to the under lurface of the leaves. It 
woul !, (ill refnrc, appear thai the Icuvch of the cn-tor 

011 plaat give out an essential oil, or some toxic 
principle which possesses very strong inMCtieide 
qualities. Castor oil plants are in France very much 
used as ornamental plants in rooms, a& they resist 
▼ery well variations of atmosphere and temperature. 
As the cantor oil plant is very mucli srown and cul- 
tivated in all gardcui^. the Journal d'Agricullure 
points out that it would be worth while to try decor- 
ations of the leaver to destroy the green tlies and 
other in.iccts which in summer are so dcsiructive to 
plants and fruit trees. Anyhow ,M. UatToi-d's obser- 
vations merit that trial should be made of Ihe proper- 
tics of the castor oil plant both fi>r the destruction 
of tlies in dvveliiogo aud other troublcaoiuc iusccU>. 

EM.AK<iEMEST <»K TUE liUO.NCIilAL I VM>h ,ks a 
CaVRK or IniUTATIOM or the i'KKL'UOUAeTBlC 

Nbryb.— Or. Bdward T. Bruen. in the July num- 
ber of the American .Journal of the .Medical Sciences, 
discusses the effects of enlargement of tbe bronchial 
glands in producing reflex irritation of the pneumo- 
^';<8tric nerve. The difflculty in the diagnosis of 
such cases consists in separatiQg tbem from cases of 
early pbtblsis. One must rely mainly on the ab> 
senoe of tbe combination of phiysical dgns required 



to render the presence of incipient phthisis certain 
TlieBe are impaired |)ercussion resonance, some form 
of bronchial breathing, po<:»ibly tlntt moist rales and 
increased vocal resonance. The lust two pbyslc&I 
signs arc not present in civscs of t>roiiebiat enlarge- 
ment. Pain in tbe haik mid <li.stiirhancc of the 
respiratory rhythm are not ofien present in phthisis 
iiystcria, uterine, or spinal disorder may be elimin- 
ated by fureful etnmination. Finally, tiie Ijeneflcial 
results of treatment may be appealed to to sustain 
tbe ttaeoiy of the etiology of the cases. 



SuLPHrnorK Acid and Bactkria — A means of 
destroying tbe baoiilus tuberculosis and otlter dis- 
ease hacUli, Is suggested Iqr observatfons of Herr 
Rircber, a pupil of I-it hiir Ilerr Kircber has, dur 
iug forty*four years, been director of an ultramarine 
faelorr. in which a special process of manttfscttirp 
is emplovi'il itivulviiiir tlie r<)rmii;i'>n nf -.iilpliurouff 
acid by the burning; of sulphur. Ue maintains tliat 
none of hli work people have ever suffered from 
conKuiiiplion. typhu<i, cholcni. or any other di-order, 
which is produced by bacteria, tie recommends 
tbe following treatment in the case of tuberculous 
patients They should Im; broujiht into a room in 
which small quantities of sulphur (one or two 
drachms) ame bomt every hour over a spirit lamp 
in a stove At first cougliinsr of a more or less kv 
gravated character takes place, and after eight or 
twelve days the bacteria gradually disappear and 
cease to irritate .the long tissue. To complete the 
cure the |Nttieni should be brought into rooms which 
contain some aromatic vapors. 

D«T ASTl.-iKlTIC TkkaTMK.N I OK CUBOKIC Fl'KC 

i.KNT Otitis. — Dr. (Ii nli -; H. llnrnett irivp« \hx 
results, in the I'olycliiiic, ot his treatment ot twvnty 
foar esses of purulent discharge from the ear. The 
means employed were applicittio-is of flry antise{»u<' 
powders. Two powders were used, twenty-onecaM-f 
being treated with one com|iouttd of three parts »f 
boracic at i.l, finely powdered, to nne pnrt of lir.t. 
ture of calendula ofbciuaiis, tbe alcohol cv:ipor<titui 
from the mixture and the mass re powdered; and 
thrtH! with the mlifr, which was ronip-<un"l of 
resorcio one part and boracic acid eight parts, lu 
all lostaooes absorbent cotton was used to mop t lie- 
moisture from Ibe rnr, tbe .syrinfie In-in^j nswl in 
only a few cases, in order to insure the ueccs^ary 
cleansing, which coold not In these exceptional 
ciis< H lie rirrninplished without it The rceull of 
such treatment was emineuiiy satisfactory. 



ExPKiiiMEiiTAi. KEKATtTis; BsABrxo vvon 

STUiCKE«"b TiiKoKY oi Inflammation.— Or. J. L 
Minor, of J^iew York, in a brief paper in tbe July 
Issue of the American Journal of the Medical 
ences, claims tbe ostabli^^hmeut of the liiuiii^ration 
theory ; because the pus ceils are similar in appear- 
ance to the white blood-eo^nsdes; they can Ite 
traced from tbe corneal periphery lo the point of 
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irritation; and having also gained access to tlie 
corneal tissue Ihrougli the eschar, they arc most 
abundant immediately around thiit centre, where we 
can still recognize dead, but intact, corneal corpus- 
cles. The corneal corpuscles show sigOM of prolif- 
eration, some time after the cell tmmigrntion has 
fiot in; and this proliferation gives rise, uul to pus 
cells, but to new corneal oorpaiclm, and they are 
Btriotly limited to the r.onc surroundin? the dead 
corneal corpuscles; whereas leucocytes, or pus cells, 
in ak»iiiulMC«. CM) be found in various p«rU of Ihe 
cornea, at a dlstaiioe from this point. 

The Oblcago Medical Journal and Examiner calls 
attention to the fact that its ' luiuk 1<nlanr<' is in the 
most satisfactory condition, and ii is not franticHlly 
calling oo lla Mibseribera to pay up their arrears— a 
noteworthy symptom of (!is<N>lution in the weaker 
claas of provincial papers, whether medical or 
politic^.*' "It baa" it also stetoa wltb becoming 
modr<ify. "heon thn plcnseil or unwilling foster 
parent of a nursery fuli of smaller sheeu iu this 
city <Cbicsgo) and etsewbere." Tbe experienced 
j'>nrtialist will not h< -it ite to decide which is the 
truer sign of approaching distwlulioo: a demand 
for money doe, or the wbistllag to keep tbclr conrege 
up, which is so characteristic of "'pruvinrial ])mi>i r> 
whether medical or political." But Chicago papers 
are not provincial, and we are pleased to bear that 
our contemporary is m ikini: moni-v. Tl>e fact is 
very complimentary to the l. hir i„'i> itf ---ion. 

i^uck asserts tiie innate desire of luau for stimu- 
lants in the folic wing intelligible Style of the Cktnoord 
;»liili)-opher: "We all know, or profesa to know, 
and it is even patent to thobe who are uol cognizant 
of the faci» tiiat in all ages, from the very remotest 
'.n the leoiis of the inii>!ty futnn*, man has, fir has 
uot, according to his inalienable rights and preroga- 
tives in (he premises, through the organism of tbe 
miutl— whicli connev't-> tli'- uncler8lttn'lahlenpK<* with 
the intelligibility of tbe dynamic energy of the body 
—an underlying, inherent. Inclination, on mniti 
farious occasion -i. as if propelled by aw (in«een 
ioroe, to seek the magoetism and stimulatiun that 
is oo>«xi«tent with, and analogous to a fermenCons 
astraotion of — (and so on for a whole ruhimM.) 

"The most prosperous medical journal and (hat 
having the largest circulation, in the world." to 
wit, the Xedical Krief contains the following from 
a correspondent: "I have eurtd twelve cases of 
Dngbt's Disease. Take one spoonful of sulphur, one 
of ginger, one of black snake root, one of cinders or 
anvil duHl, one of coriander seed, and mix in honey, 
given in ten grain doses five timea a day. If it 
don't run the water out loo much; If so, stop and 
give less; at Ihe fame time srive prambotje. Give 
ipecac and bluemass till the mouth atid gums grit, 
and bathe the feet and legs in mullen. " If the 
claims U> prosperity nnd immense l irtniliition made 
by the journal capable uf publisliini: ^nch stuH as 
this, are well based, the fact but goe^i to convince 
one of the correctness of the late Mr. Carlyle's 
famoua divlsioa of the world's population. 



The "Western doctor" has been very freely util- 
ized "to point a mora) and adorn a tale," by his 
transcendentally superior' contemporaries of tbe 
East. The Medical Record tells of one who speaks 
of Astley Cooper as "tbe greateat living surgeon." 
and of another whose library consisted only of two 
books — Harlshorne's E'Mentials and Uruitt's Vade 
Mocum. In commenting on this deplorable condi- 
tion of the man "out west" our ennsi ltratc con* 
temporary, however, graciously remarkss Uiul ILtrta- 
home well Studied is belter than Ziemsscn kepi simply 
to ornament the slu iveji. The "Western doclor" 
will, therefore, siiiiiin liike heart. 

Dr. Theuphiiiis I'arviri, of Indianapuliii, bas been 
elected to fill the vacancy in the chair of Obstetrics 
hikI Diseases of Women and Children, in .TefiTerson 
Metlical College. Dr. Parvin was born at Bueooa 
Ayies la 1880, received his literary education at the 
Indiana State University, and graduated in medicine 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 18^3. He 
was Present of the American Medical Association 
in l^TO anrl is wiflely known for bi« Iirnnd learuing, 
and is highly esteemed on account of his personal 
qualities. He was elected to bis present position 
over a nutnbcr of L't'iitlenun of nutional rcpuialion, 
whosf narnr:< were nuTitioncii in coMnccliori with it. 

The Detroit Art Loan Esbibitiou opens on Sep 
tember 1st next. The arrangement, now nearly 

completed, are of a most excellent ordi r. and every 
thing thus far gives promise of its being a very suc- 
ceraful enlerprize. Over a thousand paintings, real 
works of art, will be on exhibition, besides a large 
collection of statuary, etc. A building has been 
erected for the purpose, at a cost of Sl.'i.OOO. Obeap 
excursion trains will be run into the city during the 
progress of the exhibition— September and October, 
i'nce of admission to exhibition has been fixed at "2^ 
cents. 

Tlie Polyclinic, vol. 1. No 1. is on our table. It 
i.H a "monthly journal of medii ine nud surgery, con- 
ducted by the Faculty of Pbiiadelpliia Polyclinic 
and College for Oraduatea In Uledielne;'* This 
faculty, as published on the fourth cover page, em- 
braces on unusual number of prominent names and 
tbe contents of the ilrsl number of the Journal are 
(jnifi' in keeping. Messrs. P. Blakiston, .Son & Co., 
are the publishers, which fact is a guarantee of a 
continuance of the excellence which charaetorlaea 
the inx ii.mieal purts of the uow Joumal. Ifi pages; 
1 1. 00 per annum. 

An old anecdote Ita^ been revamped and is going 
tbe rountis of the press credited to Chamber's Jour- 
nal. It -hii';lfl pro|>e!h- t>c attribule'l to .Vbemethy: 
"What would yuu do ' asked the professor of a can- 
didate for a degree, "if called to a man blown up by 
gunpowder?" "I would wait till he rnmc down, 
sir." "Can you teit me." was tbe next question 
from tiw hidignaat examiner, "what muscles would 
l)c called into action, if I should propel you through 
that doorway by my right foot?" "Yes, sir; (he 
llezoit and axleDsofs of my right arm." 
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It is reported that 8«oator Hendricks, of Indiana, 
while recentlj mffeHiiK tnm Ma bUmA of phleg- 
monous crysipela!;, b^d applied, without the 
knowledge of his phyuciaag, a charcoal poultice. 
Until the caase of the discoloration was revealed, 
Ibe n»e<lical attendants were very much alarmed, 
and predicted a rapidU* fatal issue from mortifica- 
tion — malignant gangrene. The cleansing of the 
parte caused a sudden Qictastiisis of the mortification 
to the HHge doctors, nod the distinguished patient 
was soon ronvalescenl. 

The Detroit ilioro Pathological (.'lub wjis organ- 
ized on the lUtii iiist Its work will tie confined to 
the microscopical (study of pathologicn! <?pf»finM>n8, 
and its mcmbersiiip is restricted to twelve. The 
members arc at pre^H'nt: DlS. O. W. Owen, Presi- 
dent r. A P Uiky. Secretary, E. L. Shurly, J. .1. 
Mulheron. II. O VValkcr, C. G. Jennings, A. E. 
Carrier. P. W. Brown. G. P. A.iM)rewa, and J(An 
E. Clark. 

I?c!lLvnr ITn'^yiitnl Afrdifal Collcp'. while nsJ<>ntii- 
liously proclulmiug in her announcement her fidelity 
to the Code of Ethics, ptaoes no reetrictioos on the 
admission of slndctits tn her rla.vscs. other than that 
ioToWed in the price of her tickets. It in, of course, 
muchmore important that a physician he ethical tlian 
that he shoiiM '>'' i" prrpnnHl hy previous educa- 
t)OD to take up tlie study of medicine! Great is 
reformi 

The Scientiflc AmerkaiD is authority for the state- 

raent thai the binding of n piece of uil-skui cloth, 
such as is used to cover tablen, over the luius, 
outside of a flannel shirt, will cure iumhafo. It docs 

so by exciting profuse pcrspiniliiui nvci \]f -cat of 
the liffectioQ. We would diucouruge ao one from 
tr\ ing this treatment, but our faith in its efflracy re- 
quires evidence to strengthen it. 

"He died ns- he lived, gracefully, in im uiibi-i oni 
ing haste, with dignity," in the language of a iiui ,u> 
lestliete in a biographical sketch of lbs late <lis- 
tiiL'tiii-hcd Pr<if, Van nmrii. if not it consoling 
thought that the hclpU"<« dead arc unconscious of 
the stuff which somellmea goes to malie up iheir 

'i'M'iries? 

Holmes <al1s the vivacious Uicord '"the Voltaire 
of pelvic literature— a skeptic! as to the morality of 
tlie race in general, who would have submitted Diana 
to treatment with his specifics, and ordered a course 
of blue pills for the vestal virgins." 

Spina. Kodi'a opponent, has been nominated to 
the professor.^ihip of neiKral m>\ Experimental 
Pathology at Prague. This lias been interpreted as 
an eadorsemeDl of Spina's position on the qoeatlon 
of the bacillus tuberculosis. 

The right of women tn bnre nrm» will sOi)n Ix.' 
tested in this couauy, through iho introduction of 
the French fiisbion of wearing nothing at all on the 
left arm and shoulder. 

Is it proper to call a physician's income "ill-got- 
ten gainst" 



Mind-iteadfnf— Moleenlar Mnsinffs. 

BV .lOU.N h. CL.^KK, M. D., I'ROXKSSOK OK CHUMIfiTKT 
AKU rilVSICS, XICUIUAS COLLEUK OF ICEDI- 

cim:. DKTAonr, incv. 

k 

In the MsDtCAL Aob of May 10, 1888, 1 published 

an article entitled "Min l-I^ondtn? v« Muscle Reaii- 
iug," in which I ondeavorc<i to convey tlic idea that 
I they were not AynoDymoua terms, and that many 
I expcrimi'iil- <■ illrd mind-reading Could not l>© 
satisfactorily e.vplained on the basis of "muscular 
I tension and relaxation"— a star qm hoh of the mus- 
cular theory — iit the same time offering a modiflrii- 
{ tion of the braiu>wave theory — "raulocular Tibra- 
; tion"— as iliustrstive of mind'resdioi?, /)«r », ia 
\'iiiirli. ir the premises hr in't iiK.kcl upon as ex- 
iravaganl suppo'tilions, the deductions ore entitled 
' at leatt to the credit of logical sequences. The 
on'y * xi l inalioa of thoiight-reading science can seek 
I is a physical oue. Our modem physical science 
I aims at a mechanical interpretation of all the varied 
phenomena of the universe. It has apparently ovtr- 
i stepped its bounds sod applied itself to the solutioa 
of the many mysteries of organic life. It inculcates 
, that all physical ii' lion is mechanical. It docs not 
rccogni/e anything approaching the supernatural. 
* but subjects all phenomena, whether physical, phy- 
i siological or mental, to tlu' m i^t ri:;id scrutiny. nn<l 
concludes that "u!l the explanations of natural 
I phenomena arc mechanical explanations." Des- 
I cartes ^iriys: "'.Vll variations of matter or ull diver 
I sily of its forms depend on motion." Leibnitz. : 
"Everything in nature is affected mechanically ."' 
I Huyg« I S "In true philosophy the causes of ail 
natuial effects arc, and must Ix' conveyed mechan- 
ically unless we arc to renounce all hope of under- 
standing anything in physics." Ludwig: "All the 
phen'imcnrv >f ;itiimrtt life arc consequences of tlw. 
I simpk' attraction and repulsion rc^sulting from the 
concurrence of elementwry suhatanoes." Haedcel, 
tnurliirif: the <roneral theory of t>volution. assumes 
; "iliiit in nature there is a giieat, unitjil, continuous 
and ereriasting protiCss of development, and that 
all natuml phenomena, without exception, from r?ic 
motion of the celestial bodies to the fall of the roU- 
ing stone, up to the growth of the plant and the 

rr»n«ci(>u3ness of ninn, nrc mi(>ff»rf to \hf «nmf' '.rreat 
law of causation; that they are ultimately to be re- 
duced tn atomic meehanies." 

Admitting that thought, "an expressidii . f th<? 
human organization as a whole" be motion, the 
theory of electro-vtbratton enunciated in my pre- 
vious paper is worth}' of consi«leration. Oni- 
I objects: "A contiguity of molecules is necessary 
I to the acceptation of the theory," and states, 
I "I have rejid piwple's thoughts when they were ;. 
j short distance from me." I used the term contiguity 
' in the acusc of approximation, not of continuity. 

It Is not difficult to conceive of a medium for 
' transmi-ssion of thi.' n.'itloti a>idr fri ui u< tu;i! con- 
I tact. We know electric telegraphy does not tuuier 
I all circumataneea icquire a wire for tntnsmJssiaii. 
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Measiiges liave been transmitted for miles, the inter- 
posing media bebir merely eondnetinf «trata lo the 

atmospbcre, and it does not require n very great 
stretch of imagination to substitute a mental for an 
electric telegraph. 
The editor of the 19th centary referring to the brain' 

wavf> theory of commuoicatioa between brain and 
bratn. says: "Hut if indeed there l»e radiatiug from 
living bnins any <iuch stream? of vibmtoiy move- 

mnnts (as surely there must be) thew muy wp'l hnve 
an etfect even wiiliout speech, aud he periiups the 
ttiodtts operandi ot "the iitt)e Hash, the mysiir hint 
of the poet of that dark and sfmn^^' sphere of h;tlf 
tixperieoce which the worltl li.u-' iiovcr been with- 
out." 

A correspondent, W Fiynn Ilendeisimtt H A , 
M. D., iu tlie last number uf the Aok. criticizes in a 
kindly epirit some of the yievs I advance. He 
says, "the klfn nf nuiscl'' rcrKltn-^ rui'J thf vihr.itary 
theory of molecules lo explain it. is ul variance with 
what I know about U." If be will read the article 
carefully he will find I n<ivMin c ttn vibratory theory 
to expbio thought-reading independent of muscle- 
rending. Again be aays. '*Mind ia not body," but 
udvancLn nothini: to sustain hit« f>latement. In tny 
article i made the slatetneol, "iove«tigutious tend 
mort; and more to the assumption tliat mind Is 
body," not fully i inloisin-; ihe theory hul iriving 
credence to views adopted by many authorities 
among whom I quote, Dr. Geo. M. Beard, who 
slates, referrlni: tr> i vperiments in niii-^cli'-n iKlinL', 
"The lec>suu impressed by these experiments is that 
mind is body, that when we think we move tlrnt the 
body moves with thf mind." Again I And Dr. 
Hendershott saying : 

"Neither have I any evidence of molecular vibra- 
tion. " Does he wnni i i ular demonstration? He 
says further — siucu I attempted to illustrate the 
vtbmtory theory and the transference of tboiiirht by 
the vihr:it:<in -f the telephonic diapiinium — "he will 
prove both propositions incorrect, by showiii^r that 
the diaplinti;in does not vibrate." A»umiug my 
illustration to Ik' faulty, I fail to see luiw it would 
vitiate the proposition. He devotes considerable 
space to show the impossibility of a dlnplira.^m 
vibrating at one and (he same mniiK ru to more than 
one sound or note, and deduces from this the impos- 
sibility of a diaphragm vibrating the tones of the 
human voic<.'. ills premises may be correct, but the 
mert-i^t "tyro in bciouce" who lias ever investigated 
the phonograph will contest his deduction. 

1 was present dunnj? the manufacture of the tlrsl 
electric telephone iutruduued in this stale, where Ihe 
principle of vibration was so far recognized as a 
nece«(sjty, that a piece of iron was attached to the 
center of a large parchmcut diaphragm, which fur 
nishcd means, in conjunction with an electric bat- 
tery, for producing tlie vibrations and sound. 

F'lrtlicr he says; "Ilenrx' the idea that thought 
can b< n by the vibration of mohfcules, as illus- 
trate'i ly the telephone, must ^o to the wall, and in 
confuting this vibratory idea I <lo, so far us this sup- 
position is concerned, prove that mind is not body." 



Uis confuting consists in attempting lo demonstrate 
the Imposalbtlity of a diaphragm vibrating the (one« 
of the huiiiiin voice. The phonograph shows its 
possibility, therefore adopting his ratiocination I 
mnatekim he fa«a itot« w fair as that suppn^-ition i» 
conoemed. proven that mind is not body. 



A Few TboughtN ou Mind-Keadintc 

BV .Vl-0\V.U HARtXIW, M. D., DETROIT, .MICK 

Hnvin;; been crreatly amused, if not :n-*rttriod, ii> 
perusing some of the late article^ on the so-called 
mind- or rauscle-readings, that have appeared in 
your !th!e journal. 1 am tempted to call into reipiisj- 
tion my pen in recording a few (hou>;hl3. facl!> aud 
theories relating to the occult laws, or mysterious 
prinrip!o>. ^ovrrning mind aud matter abr»ul us. 
Tiiat a few simple passes made by the hand of one 
person over portions of the body of another, should 
un(!r>r ( (Ttain circumstances and < "liilif ions, removf.- 
pain, and induce such a state of insensibility nod 
somnolency, that one of the molars could he ex* 



Jrnrfrfl witli-int pain or kiinvvlril^f 



t!c- I'nc Ihu.- 



operated upon, may appear curious and strange. h i» 
I nevertheless true. What subtle force, or mysterious 

invisiM"' .nj-cnt jiasiinj^ frt.Tn "he openilor to the 
operated upon, with a.l the li^hl aud knowledge 
, adorning your scientific pages, we know little or 
nothing abotit save wi m ay ju'tge from iLs 

I effects. liow one individual apparently no better 
I Informed than yonr unpretending correspondent. 

may under certain conditions unhesitatin-Tlj- tell the 
i kind, denomination and date of a coin or piece of 
I money, while held and secluded from all observation 
and view in the hand of another, fifty linies in sue- 
cession, if need be, without makiog a single mistake. 
' is difflcnlt to explain: nevertheless, It is a fact T 
have repeaieflly tested myself. Similar facts equally 
strange and mysterious 1 could name that Imvc re- 
peatedly fallen under my observation, if time and 
space would permit. Without offerini; my own 
theory or explanation for the above at present, will 
give others equally strange and mysterious that oc. 
I curred in connection with tlie celebrated De !5ou- 
j viile. of -New Haven, a few years nsjo. for the truth 
' of whichlc:*n vouch. This gifted. liberally edu 
' cated^ucbmao. while giving a course of interesi- 
j ing lectures on mind reading in one of the most 
literary and scientific cities of our LFoion. for illus- 
tratin<7 and cKphiiniog his theory, pat a young man. 
an entire stranger in the place, en rapport with a 
very worthy, reliable cttiisen, selected by the audience 
for the purpose, and who was requested while ttatis 
mental))' connected, to go at least in fancy or imag- 
iuation. to (-ertain familiar and well known places to 
him, that would be entirely new and strange to the 
subjet t : thus mentally joined with liim for e.xperi 
mcnlaliuu, and while In his imaginary travt b aud 
examinations, was requested to interrogate said sub- 
]e( t parfirttlarly as to places visite<l and objects and 
things seen, and in reply to his interrogator said ho 
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WM ia a welKfaniiflhed parlor, uamitig the tlae and 

appeaninoe of the same, together with an accurate 
deacriptioo of tlie appearauce of the f uraiiure, some 
artlelaa of wbleb were unique and eurtoui. aad 

tonally, while describiDg tlir x inoiH picture* in the 
rooro, suddenly broke out in hearty laugh which he 
kept op for touM time, and Mng asked by Profes- 
sor I)e Bonvlllo the cau^c of his nR-rrinuTit, he siiid 
he was lauxhiug at a very funuy-looking picture he i 
bad jaet spied hanging in the room. On lieiog re- | 
qucsied to descrilie the picture, he attt iriptcd lo do 
«o, with frequent intcrruptioriii of paroxysms of 
laughter. Finally the geutleman pat en rapport 
with the subject was called upon to make his 8t4itc- 
mcDt as to tbe accuracy or correctness of what the 
young maa had raid. Deacon Reynolds, lo the 
large and intelligent audience aascmbli'd to euj<iy so 
intellectual a treat, said he took the subject in im- | 
agination and thought to his own houfO. and entered | 
bis parlor for a test trial, as there were many things 
in the room oo stranger could name, much less give 
«uch accurate and minute description of as he had, 
even to tbe Hire place, shovel and tougii, aud in short, 
all the young gentlcuiau had said was accurate and 
correct, except the picture descritied causing him h> < 
much m rrinienl auA I lu j;hter as had lieen seen by 
the iiudicnce. He mui Iberc was such a picture 
abuat the llOU«^>, but no one of that description 
hanging up in (he parlor, as the young man said, i 
nml pi t-'i'^tt'ii in ii[!1rming huug up in a particular j 
place he miinttl iu ihe parlor. This Ktsli'ment mo | 
mentarily checked the artlur and belief of tlic ' 
audience. While wHiling in lirciithle-s silinc f. r 
fiorae plausible explanation from tbe somewh'it. nun 
plwwd professor for a cause or soluttoa of the ap- j 
patent contr.nliciion of statement as to facts in- I 
volvt^, a genlleuiaa in the hall, son io law of Deacon 
RejDoida, arose to make an ezplaoatlon. Baid he: 
"I called at my fiUher's on my wny to the lec ttirr. 
A few minutes after, tbe hired girl informed rac the 
family bad left for tlie meeting, and while warmiug 
me in the kitclien. chnnml to spy in a rorncr of Hh- 
room tbe identical picture that has Lccn so accurate- i 
1y described, even to tho color and curling of the 
huir. This likeness of a cerluin red lienfh-d boy I [ 
carried while examiniug it into the parlor, aud be* | 
fore leading to come liere hung it upon a peg on the | 
wall near the <]f>nr. wlicro the YOitT!>!: inriii f^iit*! it ' 
was, and uow can be seen by any one wlioite curiuvity . 
may pronnpt to lake Uie pains lo verify the truth of | 
niy ; Uiteiiit-nt." Al! of which to my (■• rtitin kiio s i ' 
edge was correct and true. Query: Uow did tbe | 
son of Judge Morris see tlie objects narnvd? This 
question, toj;ttl)er with niiiny others of like import, 
I leave fur my very learned fncnd aud brother, W. 
Lynn ileodvrshott, of Illinois, to answer upon his 
clearly explained theory of molt l ule action, throu<:h ' 
A "hemi-demi-semi-quaTcr of an atom, or nest of 
atoms." 

gboultl tliis iiKH't with favor, 1 will endeavor a 
deeper dip of my pen into metaphysics, to theorize 
and explain, should tpaoe and opportunity in future 
nunhtti be given to do to. 



Croup Mi INplith«rla. 

BV O. W. CKROOCB. X. D.. MBAFTSBUBO. HlCn 

In the July 10th (1883) number of tho Am, In re- 

portlnt; the trtins'^ictions of the American Medieal 
Association,! notice remarks on "Unity of Diph- 
theria aad Membranous Croup"— a psper read at 
the Avsoc-iation \>\ Dr. A Hani-', of Vir^^inia 

la reference to this subject, it probably is gener- 
ally known that very many physicians throughout 
the country hohl the vi. ws of Dr. Ilariis, viz.: that 
these two diseases are not two, but one and tbe 
same— idenlicaL If so, how shall we aooount for 
the differences In morbid aaalomy and a>mptom- 
atology ? 

1. Croup is sporadic; diphtheria epidemic 

2. Croup is non^contagioua, diphtheria la oosta- 
giaus. 

3. Tbe peeudo-membrsDe in croup is strictly ujMm 
the mucous membrane; in diphlbtria It itBOtOnly 
upon, but in til (rated and submucous. 

4. In croup we have to deal with a local disease; 
in diphtheria, with a constitutional. 

5. In croup we have ciauation: (■») constitutional 
tendency, (ft) vicissitudes of temperature, («) the in- 
halation or swallowing of Irrllaots; in diphtheria 
(these do not act as causes), expoauro to IbemaferiiM 
morbi only. 

6. The pacudo membrane in croup has, I believe, 
never bt en known to invade other parts; iu diph- 
iheiia u may be found on almost any delicate sur- 
face, as tlie lining of the external ear, the vagina, 
under the prepuce, conjuiu tivi. >4tnmach, and On 
liie cutiineous surface, if (leuiuled or cut. 

7. The most important diffifienoe is found In the 
state of the blond, after death. 

It would seem tliat the idea of their unity wus 
drawn from comcidences— the pseudo-membrane Ut 
bmh. and the rynnnrhe (nor always present in dipb 
tberia. but always in croup, and the principal fea- 
ture of the case). 

.Vs to ttio tier.riipathic elenierifs of the two Jis- 
eaHss, the prufessiou arc as little agreed as to their 
unity. 

Paralysis of the laryncre.il apparatus (Uk'h not ac- 
count for the symptonu), and the idea seems bor- 
rowed from diphtheria. Spasm seems to fntly 
account for these symptom- Do not our condu- 
siuos get the start, sometimes, of our rcasonT 

Dr. Snow's oppoution to the Idea of the unl^ of 
til M- iii>( :iM s is in lEceping with our good opinion 
of the man. 



To Kkep lN!*TRrTMF.VTs vuoH UusTrNo. — Pfofcs- 
aor Olmstead of Vale Cullegu, recommends the ful- 
Inwlog mixture as cffieacious to preserve to knife 
hldilcf their bri>,'ht mctiillir snrfacc: McU slowly 
together six to eight parts of lard with one of resin 
and stir until thti mixture is ooid. If It ia deemed 
desirnhle to ihiu it, this may be done by tho sdditioii 
of coal oil or benzine. It should be applied to tbe 
perfectly dean warbuc^, aa It will not atop ovMaUon 
OBoeb^gun. 
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n jw to AnotsT Tvi'noiu Fkvkk. — The following 
vuulritniliuu lu the Mi-tUcal Uccord from the pen of 
Dr. J. O. Dftvjr, of Springfield, Ohio, will, ]>erhap9. 
rocall t!ip remarks lo which thi* proff.Si»iou is iu 
dc-bted fur tbu ligUl (if it shall prove lo be light) ou 
» dark ittbjecl: 

"In the Mkdic vi AoEof June 10, 1883. is r\n article 
critlciiiiDg an urliulc iu the Medicud Record, which 
•rlicto was eriUeiBioK tb« Aos for lulog very strong 

laugiifi/t^ (nwar-1 :inv fine who s:iii1 In' O'luli'l ii'mrt I'r 

cut short typhoid fever. The Aoe winda up its 

ttrttcle bf nylng: "Dr. Davy now baa tbc floor." 

Thanks fur his lilKt;il*ty Tin- Ai:k hcciisos the 

Kecord of summing up the tesull» of the ruaearcb 

and debate la France in rather a "peasiniitlic spirit." 

Thtit oldl< Lf tn1 no d()Ul)l Hilled aerosK tli. I'- c nnl'^ 

tuind when he Boliluquixtd to himaelft a^uin the 

mountains labored! with minute reaultd. The AoB 

doc» not appi-ar to be impr'>^( 1 in that way, for be 

days, "ihu debate fctreuglheued the ratiuuul thcnt- 

P«f\itic8 of ihe disease." If tbc Aoe would preflz 

"ir" toratiima' (irrationub he would be much nearer 

the truth; for if it wtis the rational ajst^m of treat- 

jnent. why such pc5»indsttc comtnenta. 

• »*•♦•» 

What the immortal Jeuuor did for smaU pox has 
been done f jr typhoid fever; it has been demonstrated 
in over one hundred (.ascr-, and eMendiii;:: tliroui.'!i 
five years of lime, t'.iut that mueli dreuiied disease 
U amenable to tlie proper treatment, imd that an at- 
tacit can he broktn up and the dis«-as<> etil sliort 
lifter puHMii;; the fortnin;; stai^e. I'alieir.s treated 
according to the hcreioafler ^iven plan, have liL'eri 
able lo Ik! U[) and alxiut their rooms from the 
twelfth to the Kixteenth day of medication, tiitd 
8omc oul riding on Ihc eigitleeuth day. Tlie lever 
leaving them, soma aa earl/ aa the fourth, and tome 



iUf laN tlu t iir'ithday, depending upon thf wvrrity 
of iiUiK uud failhfulneas of nurses. The above 
gi)od reHulls have been aiiuim d by the use of tbc 
foDnwiii/ pr< ripiinoa and plan of tteatment faith- 
fully carried out: 

PHUNBirnoN No. 1. 

H Cohothedna compound 5 ir. 

Si-j.— Thirty drops eveiy four houn in two tahlo- 

.spoonftd.s of water. 

PitEf^RiraoH No. S. 

$ Quinidiasul. grs. xx. 

Camph. puJ gru.vj. 

Ginger pul gr^. iij. 

M. Ft. chu No. tt. Sig. — Uue powder every 

four hours alternating with prescription No. 1. Plan 

(<f treatment as follows 

iW.— Prescriptions Noa. 1 and 2 must be given 
on time, aliemating each other, two hours apart, 
not omiliiuK any doses; if patient i.s asleep, wake 
him up; thus keep up medication until the tempera- 
ture reaches within ono-hnlf degree of the normal 
Htm : then you may Htop me<Iication at 10 r. m. and 
bcgiu ut ^ .V. M. After the nonn ii line ha^ been 
reached and hold for two days, you may drop to 
four doies of eacli jx>wder per day for fo ir days; 
after which you can drop to three dose.s of vMh per 
day, until the patient Is able to be put upon full 
diet. I*itieul .-ihould be sponged oil with tepid 
(".lightly alkaline) water each evenill^'. until the lem- 
per.iiure has reached 100 V . or aa luii!^ tt.s it feels 
grateful to the .>*ti:k. 

^tw/4(/ — Temperature of room musl not fall bC* 
low 08 v., regulated by a good thermometer. 

7/oViI.— Patient mttttlie quietly (not ait) In bed 
until all tenderness, gur^linur, diarrhceu are gone; 
talking, laughing, or exertion retards the healing of 
bowels and should be avoided. 
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Fbfurth. — For Iho (.'xtrcrm' wfuknc-vS or [irnfuse 
perspiration which sometimes soU in wbeu the fever 
fo rapidly dticlioin^r, UM the beat old rye whisky, 
made slightly bitter with gcDtian or cimicifuKa. aii>I 
give from one to two leMpooafuKs. as is Beceatttry. 

Vtfth. — ^Fbr diairhcpa itae fi. ex. gtiarauft iti ten- 
to liftcen-drop iloscs every three or four hours, and 
bromides for deiiriuiu. Any complication which 
may arise must 1m met by attending pbygician. 
Diet: Milk, toMt, hard-boilud cgg», crackers, coffee, 
lemonade. 

To nbort typhoid fever, give presuriptiona 1 and 2, 
ultcmatiug each other every two hours (/. <., each in 
their phice every four hours). Potieut must lie 
down and be (juivt from one to three dayo, owin>r to 
the severity of the uttack, and take at leant Ove do80i« 
of prescriptions I and i per day for tlie lirsl two 
days, then slowly diminish in number of doses as 
patient improves. 

Kre this you have a«kcd iu your own miiid» what 
is "cohothedra compound?" .Vs per analysis by Pro- 
feaaor Fbwera, tt is as follows {teirbalL et litmu.y. 

"PnTliADELriTIA foi.LEOE OF PnABMArV. 

145 North TttUh Street. Founded. 1821. 
PuiLADKLPHiA, NoTemtMHT d9, 1891. 
J, A. Daeejf, Stq,, TVcy. Ohio: 

DtCAR Sm— Tlie substance submitted to me for 
analysis h.Hs Ixt ij cxninined witli t la- following re- 
»uU: It is ii bright rt'ddi-li ycllow liijuid, having 
an aromatic otlor, a pungeni t:ii.(e, nn i\v\t\ reaction, 
and contains (1) 78 per oeot. by volume or 71.8 per 
cent, by weight of abaolttis alcohol ; (2) d.m*^ per 
cent of nitrom €ther, ootMipoiidiiig to 31.9 per oent. 
of spirit of oiltous ether of toe United States 
PhamiHrop<ria; (8) a small amount of the alkiiloiJ 
morphia or morphine (too small for (I'.niiilitative 
estin)!itioi)l ; ill very smiiU amounts of the volatile 
oil of caraway and of resinous and coloring matter. 
Reapectfally yours, 

Fbbd B. Powsrb. 
Professor of Amdytleal Chemistry." 

The resinous and eoloiins; luiitter found by the 
fessor is from the saturated alcoholic tincture of 
cohothedra, whldt compo s es the tiody of the com- 
pound, which '^•etns to have no alkaloid. The 
uompound now contains a small amount of carbonate 
of ammonia, which is used in prciurlng the coho- 
thedra, which addition changes the color to re<l. 

Cohothedra is indigenous to the United States, 
flowering in .Tuly ; and is perennial. 

The AoK desired the knowledge and plan of treat- 
ment by which such good results were obtained, 
and as he wius so gentlemanly ra his last criticism, 
to withhold It frotn hiin would be unkind. 

The AflB now has the floor." 

While we thank Dr. Davy for his cfTorl, we regret 
the undertone' of his personal reference. It is <]uitc 
unprovoked. In reply to his communication, we 
take the liberty of quoting from the Medical llecord's 
critUslsm: "We must atld the criticism that thr 
writer makes only iisserlion-s, and entirely fiiHs to 
prove aiiytkiug whatever. A long series of care- 
fully noted clinical observations can alone nrove 
anything as regards the power of a remedy to 
shorten or modify a dtaeaM of ao variable a typ« as 
typhoid fever." 



' Nahai. COOOH AM) TUK Fvr«;TKSCK of a Sex'^t- 
TivB Rbflbx Area in the Nose.— Dr. John N. 
3f ackenie, of Baltimore, in the July issue of the 
.\nu-riciui .Fournal of the Medical Sciences, directs 
attention to the great frequency of cough as a 
6> ujpiom of nasal disease, amf indicates, as far as 
possible, the manuet of fts produetion. 

The dependence of cough upon irritation of the 
external auditory meatus and pharyngo-tradioal 
membrane is well known, and the terms '*car" and 
"larj-D^^e.il" coui^Ii have p,is»pd into current use 
among medical men. It is also quite possible iliat 
the reflex act may originate primarily in movbid 
conditions of viirioii.^ other orchn;; of the body, and 
the familiar expressions "stomaclL" and 'itver' 
cough would seem to Indicate tliat etielt a esuail 
connection had liocn accepted as true of some of the 
abdominal viscera. This interdependence has, how- 
ever, never been demonstrated by experiment, nor 
are the chaical datu sulTlcicot to warrant the vn* 
qualified acceptan* e of this alleged correlation. 

Dr, Mackenzie has found by experimental proof 
that all parts of the nasal mucous membrane are not 

equallj' cusreptihlp to the impression by which re- 
flex cough is produced, and, furtliennore, the cough 
or reflex area is probably limited to the mtiooas 
nicmtiranc covering the middle and Inferior t»ir 
binated bodies and tfaie posterior half of the septum. 
Now this is the area occupied by the erectile tisane 

1 of )!ie nose, and it 1- h:iril to resist th<r «'onclu8loD. 

j that this structure is in some way connected with 
the evolution of the raflex act, and that the peculiar 
su:»ceptibility to irritation is lo a irrent extent inti- 
mately associated with its physiological f unctions, 
whatever they may be. 

K 'u.{lily s pen king, the greater tlie congestion or 
Inflfirnmation. the more constant the retiex obtained, 
lie has succeeded, however, in producing violent 
paroxysms of laryngeal cough by simply touching; 
with the aid of the rliinoscoiw, th^ posterior ex- 
tremity of the Inferior turbinated buue iu a ptirsuo 
whose nose was free from disease. 

That the -''ive arm is principnlly confined to 
the parts indicaleu is rendered cxceeilingly probable 
by the following clinical facts: — 

1. That in < iso* where reflex cough exists^ tliese 
are the portions chtetly. if nut solely, involved. 

2. That the act may be produced hen at will hy 
artiflcial ^stimulation of the parts tuvaded by the 
morbid process. 

8. That it may be dlanpated by loeal applicatioiie 
to, or removal of the membnuie coveriv^ the die- 
eased surface. 

4. That foreign bodies, such as plns^ lofl^ng ia 
this area sometimes give rise to cough, which latter 
is not observed when they become impacted in oUier 
portions of the nose. 

5. That polypi give ri>e t" rotlc\ phtuomcua only 
when they arise from, or impinge upon the sensitive 
portions of the area. 

6. That where complete atrophy of the turbinated 
Structures exists, as, for example^ in ozwna. reflet 
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cough is not preamt, nor can U be indaoed by artl- 

flcuil stimulation. 

It 18 worthy of rumurk, that in a fiiir propurtlon 
of cases tlit re are few, if any, symptoms wUck 
wotild dinvt the atteqlion to disease of \hv nose. 
&Dd this fact emphasizes tbe importaDire of examin- 
ing the naaat 6bMnb«ni in all CMea of the kind, 
even though the testhnony of the pnticnt DMy lead 
to neglect of their systematic exploration. 

Or. ftbelnttile's cHnleal obflervattou leads him to 
the Tx-licf lh:it n flcrtcil irritHtinii from ntisal iliecaae 
p'.aya a not ioconspicuous part in tho ctiolo^ of 
liu-yngeal confeatloB and inflammation. The short, 
luuAin;.' o uigh and byperaimia of the larynx vrhich 
occur in acute coryza are probably more often ex- 
pl'.eable on the theory of retlex action than upon 
«'Xt«n8ion of the inflammatloit lotlie UrynfC(*al vest! 
hule. In ( Iiroiilc ron'za, on the other Imnd fiio 
coustaul laryngeal hyperu;mia induceU by rellex 
aaaal irritation, augmented, perbape, by (he f^ 
(|uent occurrence of coMtrh paroxyms. m;iy if pro- 
looged, eventuate in cHturrttiil contliliuua ui that 
organ. In other wonls, on theoretical groundn, and 
clinical observation wu\il<i s»>em to sustain them, it 
is legitimate to assume the existence of a redex 
laiyn^tla evcrited thioogh the constant irritation of 
the vaeo-motor centres from chronic nasal inflamma- 
tion. 

CIlDtcal and experimental ia^estigatlon would ap 
pear, then, to lead to the followin)^ conclusions: — 

I. That in the nose there exists a definit(> well lU'. 
fined sensitive area, whose siimulaliou, cithiir 
through a local pathological process, or through the 
action of an irritatit lutnxJuicil U ni\ without. i.« 
capable of producing an excitalioo, whiub tiuds its 
expiesri^on in a leflex act. or in a scries of reflected 
phenomena 

'i. That this seoaitive area corresponds, in all 
probobiltty, with that portion of tbe nasal mucous 
riH-intnane whlcfa ooTeis the tarbtiMled corpora 

cavumosa. 

8. That reflex cough is prodnoed only by stimula- 
tion of thi!^ an n. iiml is. only r-xrcptionally t'Voked 
when the irritant is applied to other portions of the 
nasal mucous membrane. 

4, That all parts of this area are not equally 
capable of generating tbe reflex act^ the most seuai- 
tive spot being probably represented by that portion 
of the membrane whicii clothes tho posterior ex- 
tremities of the inferior turbinated body and that of 
tbe septam immediately opposite. 

Tt. Tliat the tendency to reflex action varies in 
different individuals, and is prob-ibly dependent up- 
on the varying degree of excitability of the erectile 
tissue. In some the slightest touch is sufticicnt to 
excite it, In others chronic hypenemin or hyper- 
trophy of the cavernous bodies scoms to evoke it by 
constant irritation of the reflex enters, as occurs in 
similar conditions of oilier erectile organs, as, for 
example, the clitoris. 

d. That this exaggerated or di8or<lered fkmctional 
acMtlty of the ana may powibly throw some light 



on the physiolof^eal destiny of the eveotUe bodies. 

• Amonj? othpf propertitis wliich they possess, may 
I they not act as sentinels to guard the lower air-pass- 
t i^es and pharynx agdnsi tiw enlmnea of fbreigB 
bodie.s, noxious f^xhfilations nnd nthf*r injurious 
agents to which they might otherwise be exposed? 
{ Apart from their physiological Interest, the 
I prnrtical iiiiporttinr i- of the nbovr- farts in n di.ig- 
i nastic and therapeutic point of view is sufflciontly 
I obvious. Tlierein lies the explanation of many ob. 
j scuru cases of MUgh which hcrotoforp havt; received 
I no satisfactory solution, and their recognition is the 
' key to their suoeessful traument. 



KimOPBAN VKBtiUS ASOIRiOASI Sl'KOBORS. — Dr. 
Kugcnc Smith, I'rofeisor of ophthalmology and 
otology in the l>otroit Medical College, who is now 
for the third or fowrth time "doing'* the grant 
European centres, sends os the following notes fram 
fjondon : 

' 'TsitiDg it for granted that some of yomr leadem 

; may be inten-itrd in a short iettrr from thisconntty, 
' and tluU it may carry on occasional one back; to old 
timsa and old stamfrfng ground. I oonchided to take 
a little time from my own pleasure and devote it to 
the readers of the Msoioal Auk. Having Tisited 
tUs country several ttmes for study and pknanie^ 
I flattnr ntyself that I am competent to compare 
notes. 

I do not hesitate to "^ve the broom" to American 

surgeons, regarding them, of rniirsc, ati n class. A 
I world of surgery is done at the London liospitals. 
I and, as a rule, rouj^ier surgery can hardly be im. 
aginod, but that it l.s 5»ucfTs.>ful Ido not doubt. Very 
aataraily. I visit principally tho eye and ear hospi- 
tals and'departments of other hoepitats devoted to 
' th»; spwinlty. but, so far, I have fiiiU'd to find su< U 
operators as iiowman, Ohritchett and Soelberg 
Wells, (the first retired and the two latter dead). 
.\t Moorfield nearly all (be old oorps of ophthatmlo 
surgeons are gone. 
I saw one surgeon malie the most peculiar and 

i bungling operation for cataract I ever witnessed. 
Ue made an incision in the upper part of tiie cornea 
with a Beer^s cataract knifes finishing the cut. after 
\ the puncture, by a come and g<]. see saw, movement, 
I without a counterpuocture. Of course, there was a 
I deal of dragging, and after his Iridectomy was made 
I was not surprised to see the lens pass upward 
under tbe sclera instead of presenting io the wound 
and coming out it should. It was extiacted with 
a spoon and a quantity of vitreous escaped. It ia 
very doubtful if the old lady will see. Oi)eration8 
in oilier branches of surgery were equally rough. 
As an illustration I could cite an e.xcision of the 
kne«i performed by two surgeons of Guy's Hospital 
last week. 

That delicate consideration for tho poor sofFerers 

whteh pr<»valls with Americans wems cither blunted 
or cuiirely wanting on this side of the big pond. 

I would advise young men recently graduated to 
get seTerai years' practice at home before ▼isiting 
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tUU country. WIrii, from experience, they are 
able to sift the wheal from the chaff, there Is no city 
ia the world that will compare with London in its 
■dfwitages. The clinics are so arranged thtit u pi r- 
Hon ran Yi<iit one hospital in the morning and another 
in the afLernoon. and employ his time in this way 
tkotntfra week. At each hospital he will find scv- 
rr«l mirgpon^ anil ph_vs-iciaiH sit work and can choose 
such as he will visit. I cousiidi-r thn Lond )n clinics 
•uperior to those of the continent 

A visit to the new Hotel Dieu, tlie Qobpitai do la 
Charity and other Pnns hospitals, uflurds much of 
interest to any physician, whether or not he to con- 
vcrstint with the French Irtn^disn*. I. '>f fonr^p, 
have been most inten sted in visUini; the clmira I 
attended years ago. I>e Wecker has, perfaapi. the 
l'ira;f"-;t, and ia prolmbly t!if» Err'»ite«f oxprrinionler, 
while De Meyer is more conservHtivi; ami iias the • 
KAod of hto patients most at heart. Oalexowaki has 
a 1 in^c clinif r\itd is doing ho immeusity of good ' 
work, lu this country experimeats art* &o general | 
that I do not wonder that so much that is new emen- | 
Ate* from it, hut I iim ■ifttisticd that tlf jntient'K 
welfarv< Ls better studied in America than here. I ^ 
have had the plessure of introduefng a new treat. ' 
mcnt for episcleritis to the oculists ovor hcr*^. nnri !is 
it has never been mentiooed ia print, perhaps it 
wonld be well to say a word ooncemlnK It now. I 
The disease, foriunatfty rare, 1=^ rmo of tin- riv>st 
troublesome to treat. During the past year and a 
half we have treated at St. Mafy's Hospital Eye 
Iiiflrmnry flw; or six C!i3'>.s Hin r -Ksfiilly wit!i ti so!u- 
tioa of cserine (sulphate), two grains to the ounce, 
once or twice a day. dropping two drops In the cod- 
)iiiirti^;^l sac. 1 flr^t u^cd to fnuiitenict uinilcasatit 
symptoms arising from the use of atropla. and the 
result was so enrprlslng that we have used It ever 
since in these cases. Several severe cases li ivo Ix i n 
cured in 8 to 10 daya, whereas by the old methods 
with atropine and potas. iod., weeks or montha were 
required. 

I saw at Pe Wecker's clinic some of the 
cases of granular lids treated by jcqnirity, and 
tlic doct*jr was kind enough to give mc a quan- 
tity of the seeds to try the treatment at home. I am 
akcptical, and, in fact, the doctor doe^ not think it 
will cure all cases; but It seemf to have worki-d 
wonders in some patients. I shall give it a fair trial 
and hope that it will prove suceossful, for trachoma 
Is a great bng'bear In Michigan. " 

tb» this eiHisoeUoa w« tak«i th« Itbec^ to 'itato that 
Ptulni, Davis ft Co.. of Chta olty, tove Monred a confrifm- 
iH'Mil of Jeqnirity wjetU whi ;h th-ij- bAv«' put np in pai-k- 
«4 'sat the f»Il»wiii|» pric-H'p Mi^i- pr -pai l); ouiict», 25 
CfiitH, Y, duiiec, 50 cents; oiirn Sl.in). ( ;in:ulars coiil.iiiiiutf 
pii «1<>H u> ihi'ir p;npl >y incut uccoinpaiivlujr fat-fi |»rtclcuf:«. 
Till' 1 u'ilit.f--. f ir u rli)^ tlim r»}mi".i i tur ^.T-iiiuliii Ij.U nr.- 
ibui nsodily witliia Um> ri'iK-li of auy who mijr wuh to put it 
to the lest.— Bo. Man. htn \ 

TuK "1)00."— The Nrvv Yorli Medical Jourual 
givea the followiu'^ clever analysis of the genua 
"doc." After its p'.Timl our re idors m\y jwissibly 
Hud ihemsclvija stimulated to attempt a reform in 



the western cust4>m of familiaily calling the physi- 
cian "doc." It is a custom which would be vastly 
more honored in Its breach than in its observance, 
and i i uniged by the pawva tderattoii of it by 

thi' i)rofi'ssion: 

Authropolf»gist« have sa+ily neglected one of the 
most interesting types of the medical man. naoiety, 
the "doc. * S inuirko l are his chnnicteristic?, nev- 
ertheless, that be may be said to constitute a species, 
and one of great importaooo to a correct shaHaff of 
our notiuns of devclopmr-nt Ontogenist.'; and phyl- 
ogenifrta may contend as they like over the origin of 
spades In general, but in the case of the *Hloc.'* a 
positive sl.ilcmnnt may h< m;i(li'. ^howini; what is at 
once the key to his character and the dctcrmioing 
cause of his difTerentiation as a species. That state- 
nii-nt i.s thi.s Mo-t mciiii'al men have oti fnc r)rcii!ji( .n 
or aauiher been addressed as "doc." Such a saluta- 
tion always comes from the vulgar. The ordinary 
man is annoyed, and feels half.inHined to show re- 
seotmeul, wiieo so addressed; but. reflecting tliat no 
Insult is intended, but that the term is rather meant 
as one expres,sive of a degree of fnmilarily to which 
the speaker aspires to be admitted, aad one by which 
he is feeling his way. as It were, the tadividoal to 
whom the title 1.4 applied tempters hi.s anger to tolera- 
tion, but frowns unmistaliably upon his interlocu- 
tor's advances. Not so the "doc.": he positively 
relishes the appellation, and by showing his gusto 
not only eviuc^'S thiil he has hetm fittingly addressed 
but pn)clHinis him'^elf possessed of the characteris- 
tics that tnako it impOMlMe for him to be anything 
but a "doc." 

The "doc." bears the same relation to the doctor 
that the "gent." bears to the gentleman. Neither of 
these dimiimtivcs is «'ver applied with the faintest 
approach to propriety to an individual at all above 
shabby gentility, and a<> a general thim; the}* stand 
for chanicterlstics much lower in the scale, atlArh 
ing to pfTgous hovering on the outskirts of rcspe<-tH 
bility. We might, indeed ilopi "genl." aa a generic 
term, the genus to Iik ImN the medietl ajMTie.s. 

Shut out OS the "vloc." is from refined society, he 
betakes himself to haunts and devices peeulisrly his 

own. O-tt-nsibly living hy Iho pr;ifiic<' fif nn-dicine, 
and rcttlly trying in his feeble but ofleusis'c way to 
moke that pursuit bring in something to aid la sus- 
taining his vulu life, bis necessities are actually 
met by shifts fur which he is iieiier fitted, and for 
which ho ^•em^ to have a decided bent. But, little 
as nu'di' in>' * nuni- fur umniig ihc "doc's resources, 
it is with the uiuuuer in which lie handles it that we 
are interested, rather than with what else pertains to 
his course of life 

"J> >['s." are of lii:ili :tn(l of i1o:^rrr. Sorne 
-•.pecimeas succeetl in keeping np uppearauce^ fiurly, 
while occasiunully one is met witl> so put to it as to 
Ikim hi, (ifHce "under his hat. The "doc." is prond 
of belonging to the profeiAion. and never loses an 
opportunity of letting his light shiM before men, 
prnny-dip that it i^ He u.sually has a diplomt. 
and he is careful to iian^; it conspicuously in liis 
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office. Let a cbance remark be made ia bis heariog 
ooncemiog tome cMe of mckoPBs. and he will at 

once, and without waiting for the formality of nn 
mtroductioD. prucei*d to deliver hiaiself of any 
number of wise commentii, all going to give the im> 
pressioQ that U would bo wtll to secure his conneo- 
tloo with the case. If be happens to meet a Btranger 
afflicted with some visible infirmity, he makes ibe 
matter the subject of conversation, apparently Utt* 
fonwrious that he is l iking ii liberty. A wen or a 
fatty tumor is to him a veritable boniu boiicM ; be 
ha* no hedtatioo in handling It, and makes no pre- 
t«nAe of concealiuiT his eac^crness to n'Hovc- the 
alliicted iadtviduai. Tbest; uverlua^, it h irue, 
rarely end in anything to his advantage, but there 
are occasions on which he fuirl}' hits th*- Imll's pye; 
any street accident, for instance, given him an op- 
portunity lo play the orade before the motley group 
that soon tn hand card to the nr^wspnper 

reporters, and possibly Ut collect at least one fee. 

The *'doc." b obtmiiva and loud-spoken, and apt 
to be both profane and obsccn**. Hcnc*- it is in the 
highest degree aiwoyiog to a do< tor to be accosted 
1^ bim In any public place, for the "doc.** >• mire to 
brnarh mcdirnl mnttcT'^. imd thrtt. ton, with n mix- 
ture of coarseness and levity peculiarly'trying to the 
perwD addressed, who cannot slwke off a sort of 
nervous dread lest ilif struii:!< i-i iin -' nt. wlio have 
beard bim called by name, and have pricked up 
their ears out of moVbid corloslty concerning tlw 
topic tftmluHl upon, '^hrmlil. in spile ■ ' all the dig- 
nity and reserve be can call to his aid, judge him by 
the company he keeps; A street-car is a favorite 
place f<ir thf "doc." tbua to torture his victim. 
There is no posbibility of fijcape. nhort of breaking 
the continuity of one's journey, involving, perhaps, 
failure to keep an appointment. 

Tlieie ate other uuloveiy features alioul the ' 'doc ," 
but lo the main he la a harmless being. Uls existence 
is none the less an opprobrium, however, ami it is to 
bo lH>p«d the day is not far distaol when a l^te ex. 
amination, or some equivalent obstacle to the India- 
crlminati* t>'|uipment of human beings witli the- 
degree of do<-tor in medicine, shall gradually put 
an end to tlic species. 



CnoLBBA.— Tlie latest advloM but furnish further 

:rroiindH for apprehension in regard lo tin- «prcnii 
westward of the attack of cholera which is now tie- 
oinating certain of the cities of Egypt. Tlie disease 
has burst through thr r^rdon tttnlUtire and hn*? num- 
bered thousands of victims reroute from the original 
onthreak. Up to this dato there liaTe been upwards 
of 000 deaths recorded, nnd within t!ir pti«t few 
days a number of these have Wan amon^ the l^ritish 
troops. ' In sptto of the most ri^ measures pos- 
sihlf- the dt.ienst' lir.'? rrnchcd Alexandria and we 
need not be surprized to !»oon hear of its arrival at 
some of ttie European ports on the Mediterranean. 
Havini; om r- reached its i<pread to America, if 

we are to judge by its course in previous epidemics, 
will be a matter of but a few weeks. 



The facts already developed are, we think, suf* 
llcient to warrant the most thorough study of the 

literature of cholera by the profcadon of this 
country, and particularly, perhup-s, by such as are 
settled in our large cities and points on principal 
lines of irafllt. To forewarn is not necessarily tO 
alarm, but in view of the possibilities the physician 
whose first case of cholera finds him imarmed by tlie 
knowledge of tln>i dim Hit' which la extant, will have 
placed on himself a fearful responpibility. An at- 
tack of cholera may not Ix; temporized with. What 
is done towards its relief must be done quickly. 
This much of wh;it i< known of thcdiseaae i» kiH>v\-n 
to be very factual, and it becomcii the physictau lo 
have the most decided views on the subject of treat" 
ment po»il)lf from a <;tudy of the literatun- 

The two fuels in (oanectioo with cholera which 
seem to be the most flxe<l, are the manner of ita 
spread and tl e stage during which it is most amen- 
able to tn-almeot. The knowledge of the method of 
its propogatioD lien, of course, at the very root of ita 
prophylaxU. We know with a considerable drprce 
of certainty that the channel of its propogation is 
chiefly, if not wholly, water, and tlwt tlie maleriea 
morbl exi.>»t? chiefly, if not wholly, in the excreta. 
The diiicase lias always done most havoc in com- 
munitfcs in whfdi the sanilaiy eoodittons have been 
>it]rh mn«f favored the contamination of the 
drinking water with the excreta of thofic affected. 
The disease Is not contagious, in the proper aocepta- 
lion of the term, nor is thr iitni'wphero the medium 
of itti transmission — it is, properly speatdng, not in- 
fectious. While it is possible for the dried oxcreta 
to \)C wafted l»y the win 1 an<! spread the dis- 

ease,tbe chances of their thus drying are infinitesimal 
as compared widt their chances of reaching the water 
supply of a community, oitliiT through periiu ulion 
of the soil into wells or through their direct dis- 
charge through sewers |,into streams which supply 
the reservoirs of cities. The sine i/'ki ima of ihe 
prophylaxis of cholera is, therefore, the prevention 
of die contamination of the drinking water. To this 
cut! tin- destruction by fire of all diarrhu\»i(: Htools 
during a cholera epidemic is the only certain means. 
The emptying of such stools into sewers or oven 
privy vatdts can only bi doiu- at immense peril. 
These stools should be carefully conveyed in close 
vessels and burnt in a ftimaee whk;h should be pro- 
vided for the purposti in every community Into 
which the diseabe hare been introtluced . 

Touching the curable stage of cholera, the con- 
viction has been establishe<l through s.-td experieuce 
in former epidemics, that after the passage of the 
first stage of the difH!a.««e the hop<!a of recovery are 
exceedingly small. It ha.s been ]u<scrted, however, 
by those who have had large experience that taken 
sutficient earlv — immediately on the passage of tbo 
first diarrhfealc stool— cholera is one of the mo-^i 
curable of disease*. In the event of a visitatiiiti of 
thi-s K.uulry by Ihi^ fell iIim :i>c, this stiilfuu ai 
shouhi be lhon>ughly lest<nl. Th»: remedies which 
h.»ve been recommended to this end arc chictly 
laudanum, chloroform and spirits of camphor in 
combination. 
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Tlie following formul«> are wsleclcd from those 
employed by Dr. Sbocmakcr at llie Philadelphia 
HoipttBl for skin diseoMS: 

Leucodbbma.— 

H Ferri oleati«, gr. xxx 

Quinloo ftulphatis 

Acidi araeniosi gr. 1 

Extract! igoallnE> gr. 0- 

M. Pi. pilul"' No. XXX. 

Sip. One pill after meals. 

B Nftphthol.... 3iJ 

Tinpt. .saponin 5 U 

8pt8. hamamelia vtrg. ... ^ ij. 

H. 8)s- Bpoas« well wvermt tbnei dally over the 
aurfacc. 

^ ZinefoteattR Sit 

Pulvpris niitninire Jlj. 

M. 8i^. r>ii!it oyer the surface. 
Alopecia. — 

U Ilydrarg. olcatia , | jM 

Ou»iei;iP»tfli>. {Jm 

Old fww gtt. 11 

Olei bcTirumotiT gU. ij. 

M. Sig. Use as a hair oil. 

PSORIAS. — 

B t n?t. iiviirurg. oteatis 51 

Olelcadiul 5 J 

NaiAtliol 3j. 

M fljg. Rub in tiiorough^ after removlqg all 

li Zinci carbonati.s. 

Plumbi carbonatit 

Lac. aulpburis. 

Pulveria maranta; aa 3 j 

Ungt. simplictti \ \. 

Ft. Ungt. molle. 
Si^^. l^encll lightly over the surface. 

ECXKUA (Subacute). — 

B Lac. £ulptniri8. . 3iJ 

Acidi boracici %\\ 

Ungt. rimplici^ Ij. 

M Ft. uDgt. 

Sig. J^pread ov(!r the surface. 

Ulcus (Chrouie, with exuberant granulailoaa). — 
B Ungt. araenici oleatto fT. X 

Ziuci chluridi gr, v 

Putv. maranta* 3 i j 

Uogt. Kiiupiii is jsa. 

M Sig. Apply by means of old muslio. 

SKB0H!IU(KA SfCCA. — 

B Oleiergota? 

Apply nijjhi und morning. 

Sehorkkcka Olkosa. — 

li Naplithol sr. X 

Spt.s li.imnmelis ylSxg %\ 

AquHiroaie |itj. 

H Nf . SpoQfa twioe dally over tlie surface. 

Chi-oahha. — 

^ Ungt. argentioleatis SiJ. 

Big. Apply a small quantity twice daHy. 



Uyrny Mkd!Cm, SoctKTY ^>\- Northkrn Mfcrii. 
<iAN.— The tsctijud (juiirlerlj mectiug of the Uniua 
Medical Society of Northern Michigan waa held at 
Big l^apidB, .Inly 10, The attendance was Ibe 

largest in tht- history of the society, the following 
members being present: Drs. Groner. Griswold, 
Biirl<:irt, Homiir, Tcrrill. Badixcr arid Cutter, of Bi)j 
Bapids; Barnes. Qundrum uud Itomig, of looia; 
Avery. Bower. Nicholfi and Bbeldoo, of OreeoTUIe: 
McLean, of StflTiton; Hichardson and Whitp, f>f 
Reed City; Eply. of Palo; Raller. of Edmore; Gam 
ber, of McBrlde's; Aylesworth, of Cedar Sprfai,:*: 
Harrison, of Sand L'vke; Gray, of TruKsnt; Bmtth, 
of Orleans: and Dumou, of Crystal. 

Drs. E. 8. Iticbardsnn, of Reed City. I. If. Har- 
rison, of Saod Lake, and John Gray, of Trnftnt, 

were elwted members of the <ocif"ty 

The first exercise on Ujc pro^umme was a very 
interesting inaugural address, by the newly-elected 
prcgidctit, Dr. U. B. BftTMS. of I<mia. 

The following papers were aim* retul during tlif» 
session: "Phimosis and Othi^r Genital Irritatiuus," 
by Dr. 8. V. i{<Jinif.'. of I(juia; "Uterine Displac* • 
menis,' by Dr. C. H Wliiti', of Reed City; ",\ati- 
thermics," by -Dr. F. Gundrum, of Ionia; "Review 
of Lyman's Annttthetics." by Dr. H. L. Bower, of 
Greenville. 

These papers were of unusual interest aud were 
tlioroughly discussed. 

The following written reports of cases were also 

road- "Excision of Portion of Lower .Taw for 
Oaleusarcoma.*' by Dr. A. W. Nichols, of Oreeu- 
ville; "Case of Purpura Hemorrhagica," by Dr. 
W. II. .\y1e8worth, of Cedar Rapids; "'Case of 
Metro Peritonitis." by Dr. C. C Eply, of Palo; 
"Six Obscure Oases of InteRtinal Ototmction." by 
Dr .Tohn Aver)', of nrcenville. 

At the close of the afternoon session the society 
accepted the invitation of Dr. Groner, one of the 

8urgeon»-io-charge, to visit the Big U ipida City 
Hospital. Here was found a well-appointed hoe* 
piul, with some sixty-tlve patients, and evidently 
under excellent management, k new brick hospital 
will be completed soon, with accommodations for 
150 beds. 

Drs. C. II. White and J. L. Burkart were added 
to the Board of t'ensors, an^l suitable resolutions 
were adopted iu memory of Dr. U. ii. Hammond, 
of Ionia, a member of the sodety recently deosased. 

The pro<:riuntiH- eommitlee for the next meeting re- 
port(Ml as follows: To prepare papers: Drs. John 
(}ray. D. A. McTieao, P. Guodrum, L. S. Orlawold. 
E. A TiomiK. M. Martin, and C. 8. Sheldon. 
To report cases iu practice: Drs. A. W. Njohols, 
.L L Borkart, F. 8. Groner, 1. W. Badger, and W. 
H. Aylesworth. 

The society adjourned to meet at Greenville, 
Thursday, Oct. 18, l88i. 

Charlks 8. Srbldon, M. D. , 

Secretary. 

H. B. Bajwes. M. D.. 
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PsBSOMAL Saxitatiox. — In a luctiire before tho 
Brighton (Bogluid) Recreation and Health SoefeCy. 
Dr. Alfred Curpe»tt r said that so Tmi ri> a!l dist-aseii 
Mi-ere cooceroe(l« lUurc \sm a great deal uf truth iu 
the aUiemeat that a man wm either a fool or a phy- 
sician by Ibe tittjf- lio \v;is 10 year-* of age. A man 
should train himself to fiud out what good for 
him, and in that way he would avoid many of the 
evils from which "tito fa.>t" p ('[lU' jjufTcr. A great 
many poople died frou <ialiog too much, as well us 
frjim eating too little, and unle« they took measoret 
to clear away the iniachicf produced in their con- 
atitution by their delicate feeding, they were quite 
certain to suffer in their general health. Work, 
therefore, became an actual necessity. It was im- 
possible for perMona to live in this world without 
going through a certain amount of labor, by which 
diey should cleanse their blood and for the purpose of 
keeping up that temperature which nature required 
to be kept up. It might be depended upon with 
regard to work that it was not idleness which gave 
rest, but it was a change of occupation . It was 
utterly impusslble with regard to the human body 
that anything Uke stagnation should oTer exist. 
The heart bentn ronstantly, night and day, whether 
the person was sleeping or waking. The duty of 
the lungs was to purify the Uood. There are 
other organs whit li helped to purify, such as the 
kidneys, which also carried out poisons which were 
veiy Timilent In their nature. If they were kept in 
the lK)dy they would be certain to kill the person. 
There must be no cessatioo of motion or stagnation 
in the human body; otherwise, disease was certain 
to iiri»c. An individual wiis precisely similar to a 
large city. Brightou had taken great care to have 
her sewers in proper form and construction, so as 
to have none of tlii^ stagnation affectiog tJie place, 
where there was an abundance of water supplied to 
enable the salts to he carried out: If there was any 
axrosl of tluit rrmnval of i xcrela, whi-ther in the 
drains of a town, or in the human body, it was 
well-nigh impossible to prevent mischief. It was a 
very Important sewertgL- ai raugeiuent of iudivlilual 
bodies that a sufficient amount of water to carry 
away the excreta formed by the very act of living 
felioulil l)f imbibed; otherwi.se, some would Ix' re- 
tained and the result would be one of those uncom- 
fortable complaints with which so many suffered on 
getting on the other side of 50, such us an attack 
Of gout, which was due to some extent to the fact 
that the excreta caused by the act of living had not 
been properlj' washed awny. There waj* u good 
security against the loss of the faculties in old age, 
and if measures were taken for the removal at onoe 
of the material formed in human bodies there would 
be no reason for bliodoeas. deafness, or decay of 
nature, as it was sometimes called. 

CHOLBltA. — The St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
Journal reproduces the following conclusions of Dr. 
J. C. Peters from hia consideration of this subject: 

1. Mdlgnant Cholera is caused by the acoets of a 



specific organic iH>iMa lo the alimentai;}' canal; 
which pt^n Is developed spontaneously only in 
certain part.s of India (HinihiHtarj). 

3. This poison is contained primarily, so far as 
the world outside of Hhidostan is concerned, in the 
vomit, <«tnnis nnd uiine of a person already infected 
with the disease. 

8. To set up anew the action of Ibe poison a cer- 
lain period of inciih.'idon witli tlio |>n'«cti( c of itlkx- 
Uue mouilure is required, which period \& completed 
within one to three days; a temperature favoring 
decomposition and moistnn m fluid of decided 
alkaline reaction hastening the process, the reverse 
retarding. 

4. Pavoruble contlillons for !!»o irrowth of the 
poison are fouud (a) iu ordinary potable water, cou- 
caining nitrogenous organic Impurities, alkaline car- 
bonates, etc. ; (/') iu dccompnsiu^r animal atul vegeta- 
ble matter possessing an alkaline reaction; (c) in 
alkaline contents of the intestinal portion of the 
alimentary cMnal. 

0. The period of morbific activity of the poison— 
which lasts, under favorable condltioof , about three 
days for a given crop — is characterized by the pres- 
ence of bacteria, wliich appear at the end of the 
period of incubation and dii^ipiu iir at the end of the 
period of morbific activity. That is to say, a cholera- 
ejection, or material containing such, is harmless 
both before the appearance and after the di«appe&r- 
auce of bacteria, but is actively poiaonoua during 
llu'ir prf<*euoe. 

li. Tlie morbific properties of the poison uiuy lie 
l)reserved in for an indefinite |)eriod in cholera* 
ejections dried during the period of incubation, or 
of infection matter dried during the period of activ- 
ity 

7. Thf dridl panicles of cholera potion may be 
carried eiolhiug. Li tiding, etc.) to uuy distance, 
and when liberated may find their way direct to the 
altiin nfnry cnnal throui^h Ihu incdiiiin of tlie air — 
by entering the mouth uml uose uud beiug iwuilowed 
with the saliva— or, less directly, through the medium 
of wntcr or food iti wliit Ii they liave hKiged. 

«. The poi.son is destroyed naturally either by the 
process of growth or by contact with acids (a) those 
contained in water or soil; {'>) arid ^;u«te.« in the 
atmosphere; (e) the acid secntlioa uf the stomach. 

9. It may bs destroyed artifleiaily (a) by treating 
the cholera-ejections, or material containing (hem, 
with acids; (ibj by such acid (gaseous) treatment of 
contaminated atmosphere; (e) by establishing an add 
diathesis of the system in one who has received the 
poison. 



AufciKXKTUV O.N OvKH Fkkui.n*.. — The impurl 
ance of reeognlxtng and teaching that most in- 
Avidualti, men, women, and cbildreu, in ttidiIi tm 
society, eat more than is good for them, is inaui- 
fcst that we quote the following passage from 
Abcrnethy, which showt that he fully grnspcd this 
key-stone of successful practice: — "There can be no 
■dvanlage lo putting more food into the atoniich 
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thMl It fe competent to digest, for the surplus ran 
never afford nouri!?bnneDt to tlu hody; on the ooo- 
trary, it will be productive of various evils. • • 
* Nature seemn to bsve formed anlmab to live 
and enjoy lifiilth upon a ?ranty md precarious 
supply of food, \n\i man in civilized society Imving 
food always at comma&d. and Aoding gratifieation 
from its taste, and n temporary bilnrify nnd energy 
result from the excitcmeut of hid stomach, which be 
can al pleasure produce, eats and drinks an enor« 
raou> deal riiort' lluin is nff-c^sary for his wntit? nr 
welfare; he lilb his stomach and bowels witli food 
wUcli actually putrefies In those oixans; be Alls also 
hlB blood vessels till he c>p|<r^ ^-o^ tln iu uml induces 
disease in them as w«ll as in hi& heart. If his 
digestion be Imperfect he litis them with unaariml* 
lablc svibstftnf es, from whldl Dutrimcnt cannot be 
drawn, and which must be injurious In propor- 
tion as the powers of the stomach are weak, so 
ought Wf to diminish tin- qiKintity of our food, and 
take care that it should be a nutritious and easy of 
digestion as posslMa ♦ • • We should propor- 
tion the quantity of the food to the powers of the 
BtaniHcb. adapt Its quality to tlie (eeliogs of the 
organ, and take It at refnilv Intervals tbrioe during 
the day. .\ patient lately gave rae the following ac- 
count of his own proceeding with re.«ipect to (iiet. 
Be said, *when thou toldest mc to wei^h my food, 
I did not tell thee that T wus in the habit of weighing 
myself, and that I had lost 141bs. weight per month 
for many months before I saw thee. liy following 
thine advice I have got rid of what thou didst con- 
sider a very formidable local malady, and upon 
thy allowancre of fo<Hi I have regained my tiesh, and 
feel 18 compoteni to exertion a.4 formerly, though I 
am not indeed fal ;i3 I used to be. I own to thee, 
that a.sIgot bfttrr I thought thy allowance was very 
scanty, Htui Ik in.; htrongly tempted to take more 
food, I did ho; but 1 continued the practice of weigh- 
ing myself, and found that i regularly lost weight 
upon an increased ()uantUy of food : wherefore I 
returned to that which was prescribed to me/ " 



Hot Watkh in tiik TuE.ik'rMKNT ok 1skl.\mm\- 
TioN OK Mrcot'8 Mkmuiiam;9.— Dr. George H. 
Bhepfaerd. Hartford. Conn., contributes the follow, 
ing on i\m <itibjecl to the Medicsil Record In your 
issue of .iune Itith, you quote, from the Micdic.\l 
Age, Dr. Riky's method of treating throat (roubles 
with h"t wntcr gargles. I have used hot water as a 
gargle for the past bix or eight years, having been 
led to do SO from seeing its beneadal effects in gyne- 
cology. 

in acute pharyngitis and lonsillilii^, if properly 
used at the commenoemeDt of the attack, It consti- 
tutes one of our nn^t t fTir'iv- remedies, being fre- 
quently promptly curative, if used later in the di«i- 
ease, or In chrootc rases, It ts always beneAcial, 
thouph porhnp-0 tint kii immcdiatf ly rnrativc Tn 
be of service it should be uwd in considerable (quan- 
tity (n half pint or jdot) at a time, and Just as hot as 
the throat wltl Icdevate. I have seen many cases of 



acut(; disease thus aborted and can oommend tbo 

method with trrfnt ronfidmre- 

I believe it uiay be taken as an entablisheu fart, 
that in the treatment of inflammations generally, 
and ttiooc* nf thr muoou'j nu*nit)rane8 in partiruT;!-, 
moi.sl heat is of service, and in most cases hot water 
Ls preferable to steam. 

A)! arc frunilinr with tt^ nir in ophtha!in?a arti] 
conjunctivitis, as also in intiammations of the exter- 
nal and middle ear, and 1 feel confident that those 
who employ it for that most nnnnyinp of all slight 
troubles to prescribi; for, viz. : a cold in the head, at 
acute coryca, will seldom think of using the lrrftac> 
intr drtii:'-' mrntioni'd !n the hooks, nor of inducing- 
complete anaesthesia with chloroform in preference 
to the hot.waler douche. It Is Important lo reeoi* 
Irrt, howrvf-r, thrit to be effective in aljorting this 
disease, it mu«t be employed during the first staije 
of hypermnla. 

Xfir is till- urethral mucous mcnit)r.inc nnj' exci p- 
tion to the general rule. Cases of urethritis and 
gonorrhoia are benefited or cured by its use when 
applied at the commencement of the infiammstion. 
In the cure of gleet, 1 know of no other agent so 
often serviceable. Where there Is no strlctnrR, al- 
most any case of gleet will yield in a short time to 
the use of the hot-water doucbe followed by mild 
astringents. 

Keep in mind the principle of its curative action, 
vi/.. : the removal of hypenemia, and the local seda- 
tive influence, and there will be found few cases of 
inflammation of mucous membranes where it wlU 
nut. at some stage of the disease, promote a eun, 

TnK NcMUKn of Tonsii^ to the Bitshki,.— .1 
correspondent of the Medical llecord. Dr. W. N. 
\\ illiains. who is of i mathematical turn of mind, 
has lieen stimulated to certain calciilnlions by a 
statement made at the Inte meeting of the American 
Medical Association by Dr. J. P. Thompson, of In- 
dianapolis, fo the effect that during his professloii i' 
career he bad excised two bushels of tonsils. Xi 
Dr. T. was particular to fortify his hearers for the 
vtfitf meut by assuring them that lie bad taken all 
prccnutionii against exaggeration, his claim must not 
(k* considered as one of those which are liable to be 
lo<iseIy made, under \\\f eTciffnient of debate or 
under the embatrassment with which the inezperi. 
enccd speaker is prone to be afilicled when having 
the collected wisflorn nf ih« rruntry for m audience. 
But the use of the bushel measure in medicine lias 
not as yei been sanctioned, even under the metric 
system, and the profession is iind«'r ohlifmtion? :o 
liic liecord's correspondent for his estimation of ttte 
number of tonsils which a bushel mensnre may hold. 
Without fliis e.Htimate, thr trur trrentncs.^ of fVr. 
Thompson as a ionsillutamist would, perhaps, and 
probably, nevitv dawn upon the mind of the average 
prariitioner. Dr. Willirim*; computes the capacity 

I of two bushels at 4,300 cubic inches, and estimates 
the aife of each tonail as it leaves the tonaiUitonic ax 
oae-half cubic inch. With these figures before blnv 
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the immt lyxa tn mathematicB will at once perceive 

tbut two ^ui-!ip]<« of tonsils fijimls W,GOO of those ana- 
tomical .su(M.'rtluilies. Hud our loo^lluloioist of 
Hooflierdom excised one tooelt « d«y, ft miist liave 
taken him 1^ ypare monlbn nnd 'iTy (Jay> to com- 
plete liis two bushelit. At the rule of two a day, Ibo 
job would require tl years 9 moothe and liH- days. 

With these tlirurcH lu forc ih. wc sIkiI! lierfuftcr 
have some data upoo which to work. As the ca»e 
now stands Dr. Tbompson holds the beli. lUs 
nchievr-mt r * beintr the first on rfcord, .ind it on!y 
00 the record that tlie championship is decided. Dr. 
WilHams calls upon all amUtions tonsillotoraists to 
"Hailin," if they would take the he\\. at the next 
meeting of the American Medical Association. We 
have, as yet, no one to enter ftom MlcUfui, but 
doubt not th:it iit the proper time her tepatalloil will 
be found to have been sustained. 



Tua Nostrum Qubstiok Qkkmany.—Au ia- 
ddeDt ninstratlni^ the readiness with wUdi the lion> 

orable pbysirian may unwittini^ly sufTcr himwilf to 
become tlie dupe of tiie quack tia» recently troas- 
ptood in Ctonnaoy. The AerstovenHnbund has pro> 
ferred charges against Professor Vircliow for ailegeil 
unprofessional conduct, consisting in tlie giving of a 
leadmonlal to a secret remedy known as (he niuUs 
Helvetioe. The action of the Bund very naturnlly 
created considernblc commotion and Virohow found 
himself in a position wliich be him^lf realized to be 
▼ery unenviable. In a letter to the Berliner Medi- 
cinischc Wochenschrift he expresses great Aurpri/.e 
at the amount of displeasure which hi^ tbougfatlesA 
action in the premises has arooaed, and proceeds to 
give an explanation. It appears that he received a 
sample of the pills accompanied by a letter from Dr. 
lirnnilt requesting blBl to subject them to a trial. 
Thif" first letter was shorlly followed by n second, 
tind feeliu^ himself ia need of somutlitug which 
would do what was claimed for the pills he took a 
few of them. Tlie re<'nU was apparently sosf\tl-fui-- 
lory that he gootl naturedly wrote a few iinuiHtating 
the fact. He denies, however, that these tines wen 
a testitnoniul forflie pill — they were a mere state- 
ment of their action in his own individual case, and 
were not intended for publicatioii. The manofac* 
tnrer of the pills, however, did not propose to allow 
Ibis opportunity to connect the illustrious oame with 
his itostrain.to pass by unimproTed. He, therefore, 
did as it !■* the custom of his kind m thi"? country to 
do, aod Yirchow was freely advertised as an endorser 
of the wonderfnl comUnatlon. 

The Btind. ir swms. was- rather precipitate in its 
action aod did Yirchow the injustice of roundly con- 
demning him before affording him an opportunity 
to make his < \plaii:\lloii. Fi>r this it is censured by 
Dr. Ewald, of thu Wochenschrift. who sympathizes 
with Virchow nnder the cireumstancea and endcnsefl 
his withdrawal from the l^iind While the incident 
is very much to be regretted ii will prove valuable 
aa aa additional warning to the profcs^on of this 
fiomitfy, against the machlnatlona of the counter* 



parts of the "Pilote HelTeUea»" maaufactorers thle 

side the Atlantir. It is fhuritAblc to believe that the 
bulk of the medical certificates attached to the ati- 
vcrtfawments of our Anerkaa nostrums were ob- 
tained in a like iuncptitious manner. 



The Risks of "M.\8s.V(IK. '— Dr. Julius Althaui*. 
y[. D., physician to the Hospital of Epilepsy and 
Paralysis, liogent's Park, deprecates (British Medi- 
cal .Journ.d) the iibtisc of mas«a!r«*, a practice often 
now employed where it, can be of no service. "It 
is well known that at various times epilepsy, idiocy, 
and some forms of insanity, have l>oen treated liy 
masi^agc and gymnastics; but, fortunately, we now 
hear very little of nidi therapeuUcal abemtlmm. 

It appears to me that diseases of the brain and 
spinal cord must, on account of the anatomical 
sItnatloD of these organs, be Inaccessible lo the in<- 
fluencc of ma'sa^TP. which cati only he upplicnblo \f> 
mora superficial parts of the body. Apart from this, 
however, it ts importont to c<Histder that many of 
the mo<4t Important dlsea^eH of thew: organs are of 
aa inflammatory or irritant character, either primar- 
ily or secondarily: and this should malie it self^evt- 

denl that inassa;^e nhould not to l>e us<,'<l for their 
treatment, even if the suffering ports could be 
I reached by it. T will here only allude to many fbrms 
I of cerebnil par ilysls from hnpmcrrliage, embolism, 
and thrombosis, which are foHowcd by scteromng 
myelitisof the pyramidal strands^ aod Hkoat forms 
of primary lateral, posterior. OT IttSuUtr icleioais of 
the spinal cord. 

That which may be good for developing ami 
strengthening heakliv muscles^ or masdea which 
have been enfeebled by disuse or certain local 
morbid cuudilioos, etc., is not for tiiat reason suit- 
able for the treatment of muscular paralysis owing 
to central di«<ea«e. In most ca.ses of lateral and ia- 
I i.ular sclerosis, which are, unfortunately, now much 
I treated with massage and cxerclsea, rest is indicated 
rather than active exertion : and overstraining of the 
eofcct)led muscles aciR prejudicially on the state of 
the nervous oentiea. I have recentty aeen qidle a 
number of Instances in which the central disease 
had been rendered palpably worse by procedures of 
this kind; and in a case of cerebral pmlysis which 
was some time ago under my care, the patient had, 
after four such sittings, beeo saincA with collapse, 
wliiab nearly carried him off." 



PAOKT'ts DjSKASK OK TUK Nii'i'i.h-— Dr. LouLs A. 
Duhring, r "port.- in the ,Iuly nuiniM 1 of the Ameri 
can Journal of liie Medical St itut* two cases «»[ 
Phgei'e disease of the nipple, which he holds is not 
an ec/ema, but a peculiar di^ca.sc with a nij.H^nant. 
tendency. It must lie distinguished from eczema, 
which it resembles, and from ordinary twncer, which 
it is altogether unlike In its earlier stajjcs. Tt eecms to 
occupy a ground having the characters of both dls- 
eaaes, TkerepOTtJeiDtereatinginshowingtheDatural 
history of the affecttod. This ia peculiar. The 
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course of the proct^ is empliaiically cbiMDic. Id 
liotU insUtnces, moreover, the progress of the disease : 
was insidious as well as slow. Nothing of a malig- I 
oant nature was suspected until after the lapse of 
five and leo ye«n reflpectirely. The itching. whi( h 
eventually becfime "uch a markod syinploin, wris in 
i utli coses insii^iiitkumt, until the alTcctio:;: had exist- 
ed sevenil yeui s It may be Mid DOt to have mani- 
fested itself until after the proc«>fw hart Jjeen well 
established. In this respect thu diseutie differs dc- 
cidctdly tkom eczema, wton itching is one of the 
f!rHt signs noted. The oircuraBcribcd, sharply de- 
fined outline of the lesion, and the slightly elevated : 
border, are also sjrmptoott which do act obtain in \ 
eczema. The lirilliunt rolornf lljc lesion is strikin«:, ' 
and is more marked than in eczema. The absence 
of the "eecematoue aurfaoe, " diaracleriied by appre- 
r;able disclitirge ox by vcsic'i jui'^tuleij. nr puncla, 
coming and going from time lu lime, and the ab- 
sonoe of exuerhatiooe, ao oaual la eesema, majr 
alao be referred! to. A point to which attention 
may alao be directed i» the ioflllration, which is 
Arm or even hard, but ta not deep>aeated. It b 
rather superflciaL In ocaenu, on the other hand, j 
it i» soft. ' 

The pains coming on later In the course of the j 
diseruse, :iui! the indurated, lumpy, or knotty lesions , 
within the gland atructute, of course point strongly 
to the malignaot or cant^iottB nature of the diaeasc, 
llie exiatenoe of which cannot be doubted. 

Casks of Lksions ok Pbhipherat. Nkrvk- 
Tbukkb.— In the July number of the American 
Journal of the Medical Sdenoaa Dr. Weir Httehell 
tontributes another of his instructive papers on 
nerve lesions, iliustrntcd by five recent eaaea. which 
he has very carefully noted and studied. Nothing 
■.vhith we know m yet c^plnins nil thfl clinical phe- 
uomena of these interesting cases, and, in all proba- 
bility, some of the variaUons in the aymptoms ob- 
.srrved arc to he ;i1tnhut<!(l t*i dilTt'rcnco* in the 
character of the disorder affecting Uie nerve trunks, 
or even to the nattire of the causes originating the 
active pathologu al condition. 

In one of the cases, among the Tarioos points of 
interest, none exceeds in value the abrupt extension 
of tlic ureas of h-B-scned sensjition which was seen 
after 6ection of the median and radinl nerves. This 
was not to be accounted for upon any know1e<ige 
which we now have of the peripheral distribution of 
nerves, since In one rase the dysu^thesia spread far | 
txsyond the region tributary to the nerve stretched or 
cut} and, in tiM otlier, in some directions did not 
cover the whole regions usually affected after radial 
nerve sections. Gooerally speaking, the symptom is 
to be i-on-^idered as one of the many forms of shock. 
A sudden injury to a nerve already morbidly altered 
gives rise to au inhibition of function in certain 
closely related centres. The disturbance might lie 
la the direction of motor or of sensory inhibition, 
and both forms are among the rarer pheoomeaa of 
MTte wounds from rifle balla, Tlie fact itself is leas 
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surprising than its permanence, nor is it easy tooottt* 
prehend the precise nature of an influence which 
may act on such varied functions^ and act so per- 
sistently. 

In a case of section of the infra orbital nerve for 
facial neuralgia, the remarkable feature was the fall 
of temperature, a symptom exceptionally rare in any 
form of q«uritis, whether of internal or tnumatic 
origin. ' 



Oo'srvwonn or the Bbain akd Sfihal Ooso.— 

Dr. John A. Lidell, late surg^'on to Belh-vue Hos- 
pital, New York, in an elaborate practical paper on 
this subject in the July number of tiie American 
.Tournal of the Medical Sciences, discusses the clini- 
cal history, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of 
this large and very important class of injuries. 
While much is said in our text-bookS OO the subject 
of cerebral concussion— of its dangers and of its im- 
portance — but small if any mention is made of the 
contusions of the brain wldch so very often compli- 
cate the cnncusiions, and imparl to tlicm whatever 
of gravity, be it nuich or little, thai they may cJiance 
to possess. And still less mention is made of the 
contusions of the si-in i! cord. Xo wonder thpTt. 
that bruises of the bniui HUucture, and of ILe !<pioul 
cord-subslaace occur much more frequently thiu is 
generally supposed, that the relationship which ex- 
ists between these injuries and concussions is not 
well uaderslood, and fliat the bruises of these onsuns 
often escape even suspicion, during life. 

That 6light or even moderate ooocusaions of the 
brain sometimes, perhaps not unfrcquently. occur 
without bein? complicated with contusions of the 
brain. Dr. Lidell does not doubt. Contusion of the 
brain Is, therefore, lie believes, not aynooymous with 
concussion of the bruin; but. at the same time, al! 
the evidence now collected tends to prove that the 
severe instaaoes of cerebral concuaston are always 
complicated with ccrehrrtl contusion Concussioa 
of the brain, however, derives its chief importance 
from the fact that it is very often aasociated with 
contusion of Iht.' hraln; and, in examining a case of 
cerebral concussion, the question of most import- 
ance for the surgeon to decide is wliether or not 
ccrchrid contusion is also present. 

These are points of doctrine which, practically, 
have much interest for patleute as well as praetition- 
ers, because of the inf1tifij< t' tlicy arc likely to extrt 
in the direction of procuring a correct diagnosis and, 
coosequeutly, a wise treatment; for. In the disorders, 
of no other purls of the body is it more true thai aa 
accurate dhigoosis beg^ a wise piao of treatment 
than hi thew of tlw hmln and spinal,cord. 



The Stati's or the DocTBniB OF EvoLUTIO^.— 
The British Medical Journal gives an account of the 
reception given Professor Huxley at Cambridge, on 
the occasion of his lecture on the "OriKiu of tlW 
Exl-«ting Forms of Animal f^ife Construction or 
Evolution." There were eleven hundred persons 
present and ammiff them nearly all the naUaiit 



Digitized by GoogI 



985 



UQivenity digaiUrieit. Each mention of the Dame 
of Danria was noeived with enthusiastic clieera. 
Such a reception is certainly suggeative of the statiis 
of this once much reviled theory. Prsfeasor Huxley 
iUattnrfed his arK«iii«iita by dli^rMiu of Om p«arl> 
nriutilu3 and thr c^z in their \xm\\ process nf de 
veiopmcDt. Uc stated the objections to evolution 
to be dileflf three: (1) tbat it was impoarible, (9) 
thif it was immoral, and (3) that it was oppoit d to 
the argument of d^ign. In answer, he argued that 
what was conceivable was poaaible, and that, fur- 
tht-r. there was ]>rA ,f of \u being possible afforded 
in numberleiis iaaluocua every d^y. If it were im- 
moral, what was true was immoral; and wttb regaid 
to its boini? opp iscil to the arji:uinL'iit of (Ie=iiLrii, 1k' 
quoted from the twenty-ninth chapter of Faley, in 
which he said he Urst tieeame ioteiested many years 
aiT". ITis con viriinn of tlic '.rn'h nf tlic doctrine of 
evolution was, he said. loimded on ttw perional 
Study of twenty yean, haviug devoted all the time 
he could Wg, borrow, and, be was afraid, steal from 
otlier irocaUoos. Go Uie proposal of the CiiaaoeUor, 
tl» Duke of Defooshire, a vot« of thanks wa» ac- 
ooided to the leetarer. 

- — 

APatkto DiSTurcTios.— The Planet, of ^'ew 
York, eearihf for the nonee to ahiiie by its 

own light rt-Hrcts as follows the doings of the 
the profession in that city : New Yorlc is at present 
mied with '^lebrated doctors;" the trouble is to 
find out who is the moat celebrated. Almost every 
doctor is writing a book, writmg for half dozen 
medical journals simultaneously — especially Hay's 
Journal; if not writing a book for himself, is helping 
to write a book for some other doctor; is contribut- 
ing articles to encyclopavlias; is professor at two or 
three colleges; visiting physician or consulting aur- 
gefin to three hospitals; attends three or four dis 
peusaries — seeing plenty of maleriai; ' drives a 
coup6 and tw<> h'lrses; liTBS fai a palace. 

If yr^n hout'i hippon to have no patients, do 
not let llmt tritie di!4iurb you in the race of fame: 
but get aome poor monkey or dog by the tail, per- 
form an "cTpcrimpnt" on him, look up the "biblio- 
graphy" or "literature' of the monkey, copy into 
your monograas what aome other man did with a 
monkey, prit Ir' tn ukey andyournionkey Injethcr, 
and that will make t^mU} a respectable article; the 
article will be siUll larger and more imposing if you 
copy out several "■•viKriincut^" performed in I. on. 
don and Paris— but put your own name at the head 
of the whole thing (all the monkeys). If human 
beluga are Kcarce in your ofTlee. write Up pigs and 
hor se s that is not bad to begin with. 



BscturnoH or Pnoeraoitirs aho PHoepvrnis 

AvTKtt Mkxtal T, viMH — Tt is very ffenendly sap- 
posed, but on whose authority it is not clearly 
known, tliat brain work is followed by excretion of 
ph >sphi>ruM. Dr, H ilmes, iu one of his essays, en- 
dorses this belief by the statement that if the clergy- 
mu do«i his duty on Sunday the fact will appear 



in the amount of phosphorus in his uriac on Mon- 
day. He, however, cites no authority for (he state- 
ment, and it is not babied on \\U own observations. 
. The statement may. thcrctore, be but the outcome 
I of a slight Indulgeuoe in poetic license. 

Dr. R. T. Edes, of Boston , read n pnper before a 
moetiog of the Americau Neurological Associaliou 
I on the 91st ult, in which he combatted the above 
' views, mnintalnlnir. from results nf ex]>erimeut8 ou 
I himself, that the supposed iaertsase of phosphorus 
in Uie evoretions after mental effort Is a fallaey. 
The average of phosphoric acid per hour white work 
I ing was 0.1163 gramme; tttat during leisure hours 
I was 0.1157 gramme. The quantity seemed to be 

affected by tlie iiniount of urinary waler rathrr thuu 
by any other circumstauces. but did sol follow thb 
I exactly. Dr. Edes suggests as a eoodnsioa from 
' his experinitMits that the demoDstration of thi^ value 
j of phosphorus as a mental stimulus or tonic must 
I real rather oa a dinioal than a chemical hasia. 



Thb Xbdical Vov.\aE or Likk.— The followiufi 
clever chronological classification of the ilU to which 
I human flesh is heir, may give a faint conception of 
the gauntlet which we poor mortals have to run: 
First year: ictenis neonatorum, hyperkinesis intus- 
tiualifi and vaccinatiou Second year: dentition, 
croup, cholera infantum and fits. Third year: diph 
theria, whooping cou!,'h and bronchitis. Fourth 
' year: scarlatina, worms and meniugilb. Fifth year: 
I meadea. Now half the children are dead. Seventh 
yeir: mumps. Tenth year: c-hon»a and typhoid 
fever. Fifteenth year: hyperesthesia se.vualis. 
Sixteenth year: spermatorrhuM, chlorosis and spinal 
: irritation. Flifrhteentti year: blenorrho>n iireihralis. 

Twentieth year; bubo, alcoholic cephalalgia, vertigo. 
\ Tweaty*flfth year: matrimony. Twenty-sixth year: 
insomnia dc infanto Thirtieth yenr: dyspepsia, 
: nervous asthenia. Thirty -Afth year; pneumonia 
I Porty^lfth year: lumbago, prasbyopla. Fifty*llfth 
; year: rheumatism, alopecia. Sixtieth year, amnesia, 
I deoiduousoess of leeth, bony arteries. Sixty-hftb 
I year: apoplexy. Seventieth year: amblyopia, deaf- 
ness, anosmia, general dyskinesia, atouic di^cHtive 
tract, rheumatismus deformans. Seventy tif th year 
finis. 

. Uydkatbu Oxide of Iuum. — Dr. bquibb recom- 
\ mends tlie following as a simple method of prepar- 
ing hydrated oxule of iron, the antidote for arsenic, 
I one of its chief advantages being that tlu) tugre- 
I dlents are always eaal^ obtained. Take of 

Tinct. ferri chloridi Jiv 

Aquie font. |iv 

Mix in a veswl of i xij capacity. 

And add aqua ammon.. f Ij. 
Shako well, pour it on a lar^e wet muslin drainer, 
1 wring out the water and alcoholjiod wash with fresh 
I water. Tlw stomadi liaving been evacuated by 
j emetics while the antidote was Ijeing prepared, give 
I f . 3 iv at once, to b« followed by ao emetic. Then 
' give I ij every ten minutes. 
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Hjcuostatic Piua.— The following formula u 
giTen by L'Union Uadicile forOaencMi d« Mmwy's 

BaBinostutit- Pills. 

Extrm l of rliutnny 3j 

PdWdrl r>i . I _• i' - gr. Xlv 

Powdered digilalis. gr. viij 

Ext. of bjOMJMDIlS g^' 

M. Divide into 20 pills ud take tnm four to tlx 

during 24 hours. 

— — - — 
The ind«(aligttble Pasteur is oS (or Egypt at the 
head of % conmiiMloii orgulaed for the liiTeitlgBtkm 

of cholera. The following gentlemen have taken 
their Uvea in their haads and are off with him: MM. 
Row and Thollller, of FMeur^e Leboratorjr. Stnoaa 

of the Fucultt- de Metlecinc and Nolaco. Lord 
Granville has be«n written to for the grant of the 
needftil fiMdIities for vevnA, under the rales now 
operstive in the unfortnnutf country. Wishes for 
the personal safety of the intrepid acieotisl, as well 
aa for the sooosn of hto mlaloB. will fbllew him 
from the hearts of ull civilized people. 

The Bledical Record of the 4(b iost. contains a 
synoptical report of the proccinlings of the annual 
meeting of the Uriti><h Medical AsMOciation. held at 
Liverpool on .Fuly 81 and August 1. 2 and 3. to- 
gether with the address in full before the Section on 
Surgery, by Reginald Harrison, F. R. ('. S. Sue h 
enterprise aa this is unique in the history of medical 
joomolism, in this or any other country, and will 
Strengthen our contemporary's already strong hold 
on the esteem of all truly progres-sive physiriuns. 

The Paciilc Medical and Surgical Journal sutes 
that It has on its* books the names of a Dumber of 

HiibscrihiTi* who are behind in their nr* oHiits. For 
the good name of the Pacific slope we hope the pro- 
fession there will not rest long under this grave im- 
putatloo. This unique pcMilion {t), as compared 
with the profession of the east, on this important 
question does not redound to its credit. 

The secretary of the St. Louis Medical Society 

has iwued a reprint of resolutions diselniming the 
responsibility of the request made by Dr. PoUak, one 
of its members, for a revision of the code of ethics 
at the hit* me eting of the American Medical Asso- 
elation, it seems that Dr. Pollak acted without 
antboritjr and the society takes oceadoa to reoonse 
crate itself to "the ti'B< In .i^nn-d and mOSt BUltable 
fundamental law of the profession." 

The Joomal of the American Metlical Amociatioo 
made its debut on the 14tb ult. It.<! editor intimated 
at the last meeting of the AmcrioHU Medical Asso- 
ciation that it would be unfair in expect it to reach 
perfection at a bound. The profession were thus 
fortified ugain^t a disuppuintment whieli might 
otherwise have been intlicted. When it gets prop- 
erly settled down to work it may do heller. 

Dr. RoHwell Park ainiounccs retirement from 
the Chicago Medical iievicw and his removal to 
Boifalo. having lieen appointed professor of nngery 
in the medical r(,!K>^'u at that place. The Review 
thus loses from Us stuil a very valuable member, 
but Its loss If the Bnflslo medloai ctdlege'a gain. 



ICAL AOB. 

The C'incinuati Lance) and Clinic is responsible 
for the statement that (here lives in Porkopolisa 
physician who when call' '! to m c a ca.<»e which he 
does not understand, is hubilually seized with a sud- 
den call of nature, and while la theaeeltHiaii granted 
by the haunts devoted to eviicntint jvirpofWH. he gets 
out his "little giant crHmmt-r ami posts up. 

A second year medical student, who devoted him- 
self to the disnection of a defunct dude, was stnidc 
with the number of homoloeui's which he di'soov- 
ere<l. It is now suggested thai the dude is the 
lonir sought-for missing link, the absence of which 
has al ways been the weak spot in the Darwinian 
thcury. 

ilyrtl. the aoalomisi. declarer that the 'lartai ' 
which dentists are so careful to remove from our 
teeth as a deleterious accumulation, is nature's 
method of preserving them, and should, therefore, 
uotbeiaterfMwIth. Which Is rif^tT 

The marriage of ProfcRsor Samuel G. .Vrmor. of 
the Long Island Iloepital College. to .Mary T. Yorke.of 
Cincinnati, is announced in eastern exchanges. Pro- 
fessor Armor s many friends in this d^, his former 

home, will join in the eongratulations. 

hebra: When you examine the hand of a patient 
and And on it the evideaoes of palmar paorlMia, be 

that hand the jeweled and perfume<l hand of a 
queen or the dirty paw of a b^jgtar, it u the hand of 
! a syphilitic. 

, A man now awaitii g trial at Waterbury, Conn., 

ion the charge of causing the death of his sii^ter hy 
malpniclice, is neatly described by the local authori- 
1 tie9 lus "a peddler with a fondnesa for medical read- 
ing." 

The advent of cholera into western civilization 
would, in all probability, furnish a stimulus to cre- 
mation as a means of dbposing of the dead. 

' A contemporary speaks of the core of ansociale 
I editors of one of its exchanges. Well cure is better 
I than esfpss, anyway. 

I Puck defines an ear-ring as a convenlicm of OlO- 
logists. Would it call a dentist a tooth-pick? 



Materia >tFiu( a k<>h Phyhihanh and i^Tcnram. ftr JOhn 
U. DlUtlli). M. i).. late rrutetictor u( Mat4tria Medica aad 
Oeoeral TlieraMutic^ in the Jefferaoo Medical Collrfre. 
Philadelphia. Ninth edition, rewritten aiid euUrKed, in 
nceonlan.-.- with the StsUi Reviaton ol the U.S. Pbarm^ 
co|Mi-ia ity ( If mem Biddle, M. D . U. B. X., wHb ainaier- 

(tim illtistrationM 
niilu'lflplila: TV ni ikiston. SoaftOa, 
Detroit: Jutui MacKarlane. 

The many practitioners throughout this country 

who enjoyed the opportunity of listening to the lec- 
tures of the late Dr. Biddle, will ball this posthu- 
mous and Improved edition of this text-book, not 
only as a recognition of the superior tiualltlea of tiM 
author, but also as a great benefit to the profession. 
Singular as it may appear, the most practical divi- 
I sion of medicine to which it is devuted, is more in 
need of such text- books as will at the same time 
meet the requirements of the student and this de> 
mands of the practitioner, than is any of the other 
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flenra divlalou into wUeb the seienoe hM been for 

C'>nvenifn(T dlvidt'd. A can-ful perusal of Ihis new 
editioo of Biddle ttatisfies us that it deserves a place 
both OB the Het of books noottineiided for the oee 
of stiidrnt^j in tho annua! college annouureincnt and 
oo ttiat sbcif of lUu praclitioner'a library to which 
be most fIreqneBtly repairs for oonmilUitioB. 

Thr ideal rl:is^ifi( ntirin (if remedies is stiH rew!rved 
aot so much for souic luaater mind to make, as for 
the attalmnest of Out perfacHoB In our knowledge 
of vital processes, and of the manner in which they 
m»y be inflaenced under the eotioa of drnge, which 
elene can f amiah the beets of sneb elemiflntlon. It 
is no disparugt'mcnt of Dr. Riddle's classification, 
therefore, to say that it does not fulfil our ideal. It 
is, in our opinion, not even es good as it micht be, 
in view of the advances which liave been made since 
previous editions. But, seeing tliat perfection in 
tbid direction is not yet possible, the failure of any 
work to meet any particular individuers id«el,b/no 
means affects its value as a whole. 

Any extended analy^tis of Riddle's Materia Medica 
would require more space than we could devote. 
Sutflce it, therefore, to say tliat proper importance is 
given in it to the physiological action of drugs, and 
tl:*- yiroper relation is sought to be maintained 
throu-jhoul iHftween such action and Iherapt'Utic 
effects. Tlie lx>ok is an octavo volume of upwards 
of 600 pages, and the necessary condensation to keep 
the treatment of the large subject within thes«» lim 
its without impairing ]HT«picuity has been very sue- 
oetifttUy eooompllshed. 



AKD Its Rkvei.atioxs. By William B. Car 

prater. 0. B.. M. I>., LI.. I> , F. U. 8 , F. (I 8 , F. L. S., cor 

r»-apondliiB iiifnihtT of thi- ^II^^iIll!t• of Knitiei' mid of tlie 
AiiKTK-un l'bil> >HO|ilii(-ul .s^ i.-iy, ."te , et. .^i xtli edition. 
Illu.stratfil tiy twenty -mx pliu«8 uutl live liuiidred wootl 
ouxravingH. Volume I. 

Sew York: WUUftm Wood A Co. 

A.S an instrument of precision tlie microscope has, 
with the advances which have characterized medi- 
cine during the past twenty years, become one of 
the meet indisiwnsable, and it ia a pleasing commen- 
tary on the status of the science to day that it is so 
largely viewed in this light by physicians. With the 
necessity of llie microscope so generally conceded, 
the necesail}' of the mo<<t e.xai:t iij.<<trurti(iu in lU use 
has become all the more uppartmt. A number of 
manuals < u Hk subject, for Uie use of physicfauis, 
li ive from lime »o time ap|>e!iretl. but none have ap- 
prijiM:tieU in completeness the book before us. Dr. 
Carpenter's work is, moreover, not conflned in its 
ai «i|>e to tlie rc(|uirenienlN of the physieian. but in a 
compTcUeuaivc trcalibc ou ihe wliule subject of 
microscopy. Volume I is dirided into nloediepien, 

devoted resi>ectively to Optic.il Pi iii< iple-* of the 
Microscope, Couslrucliuu of the Micros^upe, Acces- 
si>ry Appamtus. Management of the Hicmscope, 
rrep.irihi:. .Mounting and Collection of (>l)ject'^, 
Mu:ruscopie Forms of Vegetable Life — btmpler 
Algie, Protophytio and Other Fungi— Ltehens, 
Mien»8eoj)i(; Structure of Hiicher Cryptogamia, and 
Microscopic Structure of I'hauerogamic Plants. 

Ttie work forms an sdmimble member of the 
Library of Standard Medical Authors, and ia but 



an additional evidenoe of the appradatkm by the 
publlihen of the wanta of the prefeHlon. 

TasATiiaMT or Di-tnau or iMrAKcv a.nd OotLOBooo, wcm 
over four hunilnnl formuUe and prtMcHptioaa as exempli- 
fl«l in the aer^loi* of Dm. A Ji»cit>i, J. Lnwis flmftli. 
Alonxo Clarlt. Austin Kliol, Win A. Hatnmnnd. A L 
LxxtmiM, etc., etc . and in tlie IIoHpilal of New York City. 
By ChM. H. a.xHlwin. M. D. 

New York: C. H. Goodwia, M. D., »t5 West fti-l Straet. 

I'rioe #1.00. 

This 12 mo. volume of pf^ires is a compilation 
of the summarixeU views on the treatment of the 
various d i s eas es peculiar to childhood, held l>y emi- 
uent physicians of New York city. The rompiler 
has essajed a task which we do not think bo has 
sutisfactoiliy completed 

The aim to compre.ss the vicwd of i mmy meo 
OQ such a variety of subjects into such narrow limits 
most be doomed to failure from the beginning. Had 
he devoted his little book to the view.s of two or 
three instead of those of the tweuly-fivc physicians 
whose names he mentloas, be would hatre.lieen able 
both to do these two or three jii-tire and to have 
given tiis readers a more satisfactory work. In a 
work which claims to give the most advanced Tlewe 

on the therapy of diseases we are <lisaitpoiutcd io 
not finding any mention of stavesacrc in phihiriasis, 
burdock seed in psoriasis, the sulphites in erysipelas, 

ca.scara .su^rmda in constipation. Bartholow's guide 
to the exhibition of the various luili-rheumatics, 
dialyzed iron in amemia, etc. 

To those who think there is value in tbe sot pre- 
8<rription.s of eminent men it will Ix; acceptable. 

The North American for August opens with a 
very spirited discussion of the subjwt of "Moral In- 
struction in the Public Schools, "* by the Rev. Dr. R. 
Hebcr Newton, who offers a practical scheme for 
conveying ethical Instruction without reference to 
religious tenets, an 1 the R v. Dr Fr;uici-*L Pattoa, 
who maintains that the Rtble must be made the 
basis of all moral Icai.'hing. Henry D. Lloyd cx 
poses the tricks and frauds of speculation in grain, 
which operate to make bread dear, and maintains 
that they should be repressed by law, as being flag- 
nintly in opposition to public policy. "Woman ia 
Politics." by ex-Surg«H)n Qcneral Wm. A. Ham- 
mond, i.s a caustic discus. ioti of certain f;icls of 
nervous or^ani/.atioii which iti liis opinion render 
the fem.ile sex u'llltled for participHii ni in public 
affairs. Mon. Fi'.ineis A W.ilker reviews "Henry 
George's Social Fallacies," criticizing In particular 
hi** doclrifies re:: irdini: land ten;irt! md rent. Tlie 
evils re^uiting from "Crude Meth'Hlii uf LcgisU- 
tion,*' both national and State. ar« pointed out by 
Sim ni S'erin . wlio si !v.>e ii -s the adoption of cer 
tain rulcA ol legislative procedure which, in £og- 
IMh practice, have been found to serve as an 
cfTeclual barrier, both a^uinst lobbyin'.; and ag^iinsl 
the mischiefs of ill coo-tdered la v inakini;. I'has. 
F. Wingate writes of "The Un«^anitary Il o-nes of 
the Itich," and there is a joint dtscu'^Hion of 
"Science and Prayer," by Piesideot G.ilusba 
AadenonaadThaddcus B. SVakemaa. Pahltahod 
at 80 Lafayette Place, New York, and fur sale by 
booksellers generally. 
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Tho Identity of Iliphtheria and Croop. 

BY TYLKB HTLL, M. D. DIMONDAI.R. Mroil. 

Iq Lhe number of the AaB for July 35tb, Dr. G. 
W. Chrouch discusses the non-identity of mem- 
bnuious croup RUtl diphtheria. Being a firm be- 
liever in tht'ir LdcntiJj, 1 wi8h to say that in quite an 
extensive general pnictice of sixteen years, I have 
not met a single ch-sv (if niL-mbranous croup which 
wss not plainly, in my min<l nt least, one of genuine 
iliphtbcria. The doctor asks if ttiey arc not two 
diseaws. but identiciit, "how aball wo aocouol for 
the iliffercnces In morbid anatomy and <»ymptr>ma- 
tolog}'?" And then goes on and formulates seven 
distinct propodtioDS which I win briefly conrider 
teriatim, 

His first. — "Croup is sporadic; diphtheria epi- 
demic" Does he intend to say that diiAtheria is 

always* fptilfink ? Tf so, he Is opposed hy medical 
literature and experience — certainly by my experi- 
ence, for I have seen, time and again, mmlatalnhle 
diphtheria break out without apparent results of 
epidemic or contagious influences, la a.oeighbor- 
hood, other children hs the family, with nelghhoHng 
children being f\po=»^(l, and 3*et only the single case 
oGCurriog iu that locality for a long time. Have 
not most phyflieians of experience met, time and 
with similrtr rxamples? Such is proof to mo 
that diphtheria is sometimes sporadic, as well as 
epidemic. The latter part of the proposition would 
express the whole truth if it rekd: diphtheria is 
epidemic, endemic and sporadic. 

Becotui— "Croup Is non-contagloua; diphtheria is 
I r>nt:ij:ious." Pt rlmps I would not be allowed to sit 
in judgment upon the first clause, after having com- 
mitted myself as aboTe. I once knew two children 
in a family to die witliin a week of eiw h other of 
what a very competent puyskian in attendance 
called membranous croup, pure and simple, yet I 
was just as firmly of the opinion llml lu)lh ca.ses 
were croup caused by diphtheria. As before 
remarked, oases of unmistakable diphtheria 
will occur here and there with the very best 
opportunities for it to be communicated, yet It 
is not. Observation many times, establishes the 
theory, that it is but feebly contagious, except In 
certain bad ca«es, attended with foul discharges 
from the fauces and nares, very offensive breath, 
Mid ^'-t-nenUly marked swelling of the cervical 
irlands, that generate seemingly a powerful con- 
tagion, which U given off in the immediate sur- 
roundings. <juii<- Lvrtain to communicate its poison 
to the suscr ptilil'- whu come in contact with It. 

Third. — ■ TUt pseudo- membrane in croup Is 
strictly upon the mucous membrane; in dlpMbcria 
it is not only upon, but infiltrated and submucous." 
Does this difference exist as Itetween membranous 
croup and diphtheritic cr. up ahvuy^".' I would ask, 
ean the doctor differentiate tlir onr from liie other 
postmortem? If so why all Uitd disagreement by 
the tending pathological anatomists of to-day, in re- 
lation rn their idrntiTy? I will only Say more of this 
proposilton—' not proven." 



' Fourth. — "In croup wc have to dial with a local 
disease; in diphtheria with a constitutional." This 
seems very categoticaL Please allow, that, if we 
saw none but mild cases of pharyngeal dlpbthL-rin, 
with but slight constitutional disturbaaoes, and very- 
many sudi occur, we might easily be led to bettev«. 
that it was only a local affection. Some very clever 
doctors even in this enligbteoed pathological era. 
claim that diphtheria begins as a local disease, and 
the little colony of micrococci multiplying and 
migrating, the blood becomes contaminated, and a 
systemic disturbance is set up, as a C0Dsequeac«i. 
Diphtheritic croup as wc meet it, in fully one half 
of the cases, (a statement, I apprehend. In whicii 
mmX physicians of experience will concur.) would 
be devoid of any considerable danger, and need give 
rise to but little iipprehension, an to final resnlls, 
were ii uol for the mechanical ubstructiuo lu the 
respiratory procesa eaused by the membranous for- 
mation iu the narrow passage of th< Liryux In the 
majority ut fatal cases of dlphthcrltlL: cruup, did tiiw 
j same amount of membrane form elBewbere in any of 
I if.-i usual sites, without implic ation of the iiir !>H<.!;agoe, 
thereby securing immunity from the ternuiy labored 
I breathing— so much genuiiie agony — ^the attack 
I would be devoid of «»prious rntisequencea For who 
i has seen a patient exerting himaeit to the utmost, 
I for farsatli even, and heard him exclaim, almost with 
each pass5nt» moment, "I am so tinvl," without cora- 
I ing to the conclusion that such exceeding fatality ie 
caused more from asphyxy— the aocumuhrtloB of 
' carbonic acid in the blood — and the depression of 
the vital forces as a coosequeoce of the extreme 
agitation, and severs tabor to keep the bfeathfasg 
going, than from any general cttttSe or dlscnie^ actlsy 
upon the organism as a whole? 

Flftli. "In croup we tmve causation: (a) consUltt* 
tional tendency, (^i) vicissitudes of t( mperature, (<r), 
the inhalation or swallowing of irritants, la diph* 
theria (these do not act as causes), exposure to the 
vmliiic innrhi only." Ofuuinc, vinquef-tioned phar- 
yngeal diphtheria follows each and every cause here 
enumerated much mora often than does tfie so-called 
membranous croup. And what right have we to 
say tha: one is caused thereby and the other is not? 
Is Itnot becauseof our medical "bringing- up, "Instead 
of a full appreciation of the etiological factors in 
these cases? I might assert that diphtheria followed 
as a consequence, sometimes, from some one of the 
mentioned causes of membranous croup. Who 
could disprove it? We have many theories in medi* 
cine, that are accepted generally as proven facts, 
that really have no more foundation than such an 
assertion would have; and iin^ proposition of the 
doctor's embodies theories ju!*l m wanting in dem- 
onstration. If diphtheria is always due to a ' ertain 
peculiar matfries nwrhi, how much do we know of 
its nature and diffusion? And how far will it travel 
from its den, to attack some poor innocent child, in 

some obscure place, where we would least expeol to 
see its protean forms, and seemingly wliere, as far 

hn hwuutn knowU'<lge >md foresight can determine, U 
has no iheoretical riglit or business to be found? 
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Ksth. — "The pseudo-membrane of croup has. I 

believe, never been known to Invado other pnrts; in 
diphtheria it oiay be founil on almost any delicate 
nirfaee. etc." There to probably no doabt that 
in certain very a<lyoAmic cases of diphtlicrin mem- 
branoua formattons have taken place in other than 
Its ustttl altee. But that tt will fonn on other deli^ 
cate or ahmded places In the rommon or avcrni^e 
Casen, I do not believe, tiaving never seen it do so: 
aod it* formation elaewhere than upon the muoona 
nK-mhrrttio of the respirsitory, phtiryngeal, buccul, 
palatal or nasal aurf must be exceedingly rare 
Indeed. 

Seventh. — "The innsl importaiif difTeronir- is 
found in the biood after death." It is claimed by 
many patholosiats, and peihapa conceded by alt. that 
then- fire in certain exrcplioiially ndymimic nnd 
uevcre cases of diphtheria, observable blood changes, 
but not, I take II. peculiar, beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a single notc<I case, to the dis^^'usc in quca- 
tioo. Who would think of dia^osticatiog diph- 
theria before or after death by an examination of 
the blood, even in those case.s having the most pro- 
nounced blood alteratiooa 7 If it can be done, why 
all this contention ait to its relation to membranous 
croup? If one should undertake to make n diaj^nosis 
by an exao^oation of the blood, what would he 
need to tlnd In It different than In some othw dis- 
eases? He would be as much lost as the mariner, 
on ship at sea, without rudder or compass. 

The difference In cyminche and asthenia, in dif. 
ferent c^es of diphtheritic croup, allowing di it ull 
cases of mcmbranotis croup are caused by and art; 
diphtheria, are due to the amount of membrane in 
the air-passiiges, barring neuropathic elements on 
the one hand and the degree of systemic poisooing 
on the other. 



Diaeaae of the Osseous Strnetnres with Kefer* 
enee to Carnation. 

BV. J. A. WSMIKOBII, X. O.. PARttUALLVILLB, MtCII. 

Not for the object of elucidating a field hitherto 

unrxplored .^r presrntinp vifw? Ht all recent, but 
rather for ilie pri.'i>entation of the history of a few 
cases, have I chosen the above-named subject for a 
somewhat hnfty ;inr! meagre consideration 

The drift of whatever I have to offer upon the 
subject at the present time will be toward one of two 

fillies taken by the prnf. ssioti. Without further pre 
iimioary remarks 1 will recite the casc^ a^ stated, 
which will serve as a basis for conclusions: 

Case 1. — H. K.. ut ticrht, female, fairly ncnr- 
iiihedi has paused through two attadu of typhoid 
fever and one of pneumonia. Mother of patient 
quite healthy, father suffers fr-mi h;il)ttu;il cough; 
grandmother on father side died of phthisis pul- 
raonnlls. Atioat six months since, while at play, 
the child fell and hurt her "shin-bone," as ?!h ex- 
pressed it. Very little attention was given to this 
at first. After two or three (lays, however, when 
•swelling began to be tioticcil h*'low tht- kiicf, flu- 
parents became somewhat alarmed and culled their 



family physician, who pronounceil it rhetunatisok 

and (rt'iiU-d it as such nuti! >iim3c?; Iien-au fo form. 

At this juncture of the case I wa*j called iu. 1 
found aeerods of the upper third of the shaft of the 
right tibia. Th.^ ippenrince ')f the patient was 
somewhat as follows.; i»ng silvery huir, large pro- 
jecting fordiead, long eyelashoa, seml*tnuuparen£ 

' liunds, de'irntfly Mr features, preoocious lutoIlccL 

. A fair picture of elruiua. 

I (^3.— A.T., male, rot. H, uppjirenlly healthy. 
. Has had a wvere u[fa< k of typhoid fever. While 
I carrying an armful of wood the patient fell, his 
I right leg coming violently in Contact with a pile of 
' lutuher, which caused frucluni of the fibula. Tho 
fracture received the proper treatmuat, but did not 
unite. Four weekH from date of injury a sinus 
formed near aeat of fracture. Upon makini; an in- 
cision the ends of the boue were found in a diseased 
condition. After cxsoctiou of the ends the cn<iif 
made a fair recovery. It will be of interest to stule 
at this juncture that the father of thi^^ boy is sulTcr- 
I ing from pn^rcssivc muscular atrophy, and that the 
' mother died some years since from a "lingering 
1 dismso." 

(Jaats A.—lu. U., xi, 32 male. Has aiwaya lieen 
quite healthy until fourteen yean ago when he suf. 

fered from typhoiil fever, but mmlv i ijood re- 
covery. Three years after this patient began u> 
suffer severe "rheumatic'* pain in right kneejoiut, 

j from wiiich he, however, appiuenlly rocoveretl. 
Ue was quite healthy after this until three years 

I since, when he began to suffer pain in right hip 

I joint, the pain lieiii? regarded as rheumatic. After 
an interval of two or three mooilM, patient l^>pa^ 
ently recovered. Atwut a year ago he again felt 
some pain in the right hip, with a tendency of the 
foot to turn away from its fellow. Tliese symptoms 
gradually becaoMt aggravated, until he was unable 
to pursue his usual avocations. Mcilical aid was 
now sought with, however, very little relief. Patient 
consulted me in August last, when I gained the his- 
tory as above rakted. At this Ume aUtha wall- 
known symptoms of morbus coxalgia were present. 
It is important to state that at no point in the history 
of this case is there evidence of local injury. The 

< ease is also interesting because we but rarely llnd 
chronic hip joint disease iu persons over twenty-flvc 
years old, it being essentially a disease of childhood. 

Case 4.— C. ret. HO; mute; mnrried. When four- 
teen year? old patient suffered from typhoid fever, 
from which he made a Mr reooveiy. A few months 
after this he bec^an to suffer pain in the right tibia, 
which symptom gradually increased in intensity uq. 
til sinuses formed, with the termination of the dlA- 
culfy in ,in operation for neerosi«. Ponrtcen year.'? 
from this date, or at the present time, the patient a 
suffering from chronic articular ostitis of the Inferior 
exlriMnity of tlie llhia of the !>iaine limb. Tliere is 

I no history of injury in any form in this case. The 
patient has. however, always been badly aourtobed. 
r,\-e "i.-^Mrs. E. ; a't. 38, niullicr of twochildren. 

] Hud always been quite healthy until three yeara 
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niot-c, when she iMgan to notice pata lo, and slight 
c'DlurgcmcDt of, the internal surface of the right 
knee joiut. She was treated, with some beDefit at 
the time, but gradually relapsed. At prewnt she 
prescDts a genuine caie of chronic arltctilar ()^utis <if 
the superior end of the right tibia. Both father and 
mother of this patient died of chronic pulmonary 
phthisis. 

Case 6. — M. V.; male; trl :{5. Uas been quite 
licalthy until six years ago, vv htu Uc first liegau lo 
notice pain In the shaft of the left tibia. This 
griuiuully crew until sinuses formed, and thus* the 
difficulty ended iu jfcnuine necrosis, which nas as 
jet not been checked, despite several operations. 
.\ntl which, in all probaltility, will not be clie<'ked 
witlioul amputatiou at the knee Joint. The mother 
of this patient died of chronic plithisis pulmoaalis. 

As nearly every pliy-ician is acqusinted with tlir 
Opinions of the authorities on the subject of causa- 
tion of disease of the osseous stracture I will not 
produce them herr\ Siifflro it to «ay that Ml pivscut 
the profession is divided into two bodies upon the 
question at Issue, iit. : the "loealists" and the "oon* 
sll^uuun:lli^l^," holding that the disease in <|ues 
tiuu always springs from a local injury ana the 
other, that there Is always a eonstltotional predis- 
position when disease of Ww linm s <h( urs. Tin ri' 
are few who have not suffered a thousand local in- 
juries to nearly every bone In the body, yet how 
anuny of us have actually suffered from disea^-f of 
the osseous structures^ Why do we not all suffer 
from these troubles? Will some of our "localists" 
give us an annwt r to this question? Although T uni 
unable to speak upou this question from au un- 
limited experience, nor can I at present, entertain 
my readers with a philosophical diiserlation on the 
various theories advanced in regard to the pathology 
of the disease in quointion, 1 can say from the few 
<llnlcal facts that I have been enabled to gather, and 
some of which are presented above, that 1 liave yet 
tu see a case of disease uf the oeseous structures in 
wbidi there is not present a conttitatlonat taint is 
some form of other. 



OiagiiMis and Treatment of 01y«Mnria. 

BVOftTlLLB W. OWi:.N, M !>., I.IX TI Kl.U ON PnVSIO- 
l.ooY, lun iioiT MKOK Ai. ror i,!:<tK 

1 follow the three luUuwiug te.st.<> lo deternune the 
fiTcsenceof sugar in urine. First, a saturated solution 
ofcupric sulphate, irtt. jrlycerine ((lure)antl t irisiic 
potass, il^ ^ j. boil aud add the unae drop by drop. 
Second, bismuth subnitrate, gr. x. caustic potass. 
Sj. urine ' ij, boil. Thir l sulphuric (icid 3 j. 
tu'iue 3 ij. Ijoil. The t^ttX two must be tested for 
albumen and albumintise liefore the eugar tests are 
applii li :in(l if lliiTc i> -iniillebl ainouni of . ither 
aibuuicu or albumiuusc present, they tuu^l be en- 
tirely removed. 

I gcnttrally luiVf -l i. '^o ready and after 1 huvu 
teated the urine aud failed to get the cliaraclerisiic 
reactions I sdd a little of the sugar to the solution, 
and if I then |^t the test complete I am positive 



there Is bo sugar In the original fluid. It is a mis- 
take to think that a high spin itic srr;ivity is indica 
live of sugar, or liiat a low gravity coatra-indicates 
it, as It Is now a conceded fact that the laigest 

amount of .^upir is foiiinl in uriue of a spodflc 
gravity of 1010-18. and that 1040 is more apt to ladi- 
cate abnormal amount of urea than of glucose. If 
the cupric tests turn oran::;e, and the bLnrauth and 
sulphuric acid te«ts black, and no albumen or 
abnormal amount of urea is pre?»ent, we are positive 
of (ii:ilH-ti s mellitus. and we then commeuco the 
tno'-i ilitru ull part of diagnosis, the loc ition r f the 
of the i^thologieul change, and its eaus". Ht!re our 
powers of diagnosi!) are taxed to the utmost, for we 
must if po.xsibic hicate iH'yoiid doiiht. the central 
lesion, and as we have m> many sources uf this dis- 
esse we are forced to depend largely npon exeloslon 
frr our n '•iilf. Tlie following are the point.s from 
which this dLsea^>, as manifested in the urine, takes 
origin, Ut, nervous (cerebro-spioal and vaso-motor). 
The first located in the niM)r of tht- 4th vt ntricle. tlie 
other in the sympathetic. 2d, iulesliual (increased 
consumption and increased asMmilation of starch). 
3d, heputie (disorders of the _'Iyi .L'- tiu' f in tioii 
due to tumors, sclerosis, ealaf^i-nieul au.l degeaera- 
lion of the liver cells). 4tb, oon assimilation of 
foodrt (dyspepsia). 5lb, non-a-.>imilalion in tlii? 
tisttues (lungs, muscles, etc). If we find from the 
history of our patients that they suffer from nervons 
priisinilitjn, have intense «er»'l>riil piln. with 
rhcuuuilic paia», hysteria, insomnia aud the allied 
nervous troubles, we may of course at once discard 
hepatic and vaso nu>tor «li-lurlmnce; but we may 
Still liave any one of the otiier cuuses bringing about 
the trouble. An intelligent and careful examination 
of our patient^, habit-, mode of living, and a 
thorough examination of the abdominal Civiiy bjr 
palpation and manipulation, wilt generally be con- 
clusive for the diagnn.^is of Ii>*palic, iulestiaal and 
giistric origin. If none of the above organs are 
found out of order, non-sssimilntion, eerebro spiaal 
and vaS(i«motor disturbance must lie diagnosed from, 
aud by exclusion antl treatment. 

The treatuietii is v uii il a ul ii > otic thing will cure 
all cahcs; in other worii>, wt: ijiivi no specific. In 
the eas«« that have rutne under my treatment I 
have been forced t • varv the mL'dieines mi each ^n^ 
dividual case, and have had reeour.se to drug> Hetiog 

Upon the parts which I considered diseased. For 
gastric and iniosMnal dislnrbance I use nepiin.nitro- 

muriatie acid dil. and tinc iire ferri ehi<»r. ni water. 
I'^ir etn bral and •ivuipathetii-, larje dosei of potass, 
bromiile.witli «tr without coik'ia. In one C'.isc 1 had 
marked siuec^s with salieylie nei l. For hepatic 
disorders, I eaii say but little, as 1 Itave iiev'er h id a 
case where I could po>iitively diagnose the trouble 
as being Incatid in tiie liver, in all cases the diet 
should be at 'ended lo, and made an essential feature 
of Ir. almenl. 

tJae point in diasrnosis 1 failed to «ipe«k of; when- 
ever there is inu- h sugar, there will alwa^'S be 
exe-orialion and prurilis of the meatUb uriaanus, of 
bt)lli male un l female. 

In rouelusioo I would say that, as a rale, 
glycosuria can be iielped or held in abt-yance, but in 
the muiority uf cases a permaueut cure cannot be 
affected. 
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Wounds. — When the applause which followed 
Profesaon Keith's disp«»ioiiAte arroigomeDt of 
Lbterinn before the InteniatloiMl Congress in 1881. 
bad died away, all eyes were directed towards 
Lister. But the great apostle of the curbolic spray 
uttered not a word. The attack though Toid of im- 
petuusity was full of nionteotum aixl tlie champion 
was borne down. When in course of time he rallied 
sufflcieaUy to reply, he prefaced his remarks by 
■tttiwg that he had never held that abdominal sur- 
gery was I ho touchstoue of surgery, and closed them 
by a forced admission of the "uuforlunulc char- 
aotor" of carbolic acid. His weak defense and 
forced admissions struck dismay to the hearts of liia 
fnl lowers, chiefly lUe Germans. The cry, "Meia 
(1( ti' Fort mit (tcni Spray 1 Lishtcrism is todtl 
WiLM eilils y.u bleiben?" resonndi il tlninighout the 
hail, ami the knell of Lislerism wa*, {founded. 

Since that numorablo day of two years ago the 
surgical mind has not been idle. .Mthough Lister- 
ism. a.s it wa^ represented in the curbolic spray, had 
received its eoup de grdi-e, the principle of treatment 
which it emb'>ili.:'il did imt snfTcr nml an1:scpt]rism 
being still recognized a? na essential of treatment the 
bBM meaas of securing it ham engaged attention. 
ThcifC means, as thi-y liavn tlin"^ f-.ir hvvn piihlishprl, 
are from Oi.-rman sources, the people who yielded 
such • »laTi«h submiiffiion to Listerism being more 
zealous than any other in furthering what is n nlly 
its es.scatial part. If Liater did nothing more than 
to preach the gospel of cleanliness he did (his more 
' fT( ctnii!ly than was ever done ^sfforu iiinl Listcri.sm 
ipart from the carbolic ^pray marked an era in the 
progress of surgery, llie substanoes which have 
been proposed [uid arc hdw bcintr nuirn or Ic^'; ex- 
tensively employed as substitutes for carbolic acid 
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as applications to woonds, are chiefly the subnitrate 

of bismuth, ( ijiTosive sublimate and iodoform. We 
shall endeavor to briefly describe the manner of the 
application of these:* 

SubnitraU of BUiuuth Dremng» (Kocher's Method). 
— The application of the subnitrate of bismuth for 
its antiseptic properties is called the Kocher method 
in honor I'rdf. Theodor Kocfaer, of Bern, 
Switzerland, its introducer and advocate. Kocher 
by a series of experiments proved the power of this 
salt both to prevent putrefaction and to pre- 
vent the df^velopment of bucieria. It is to 
the lutler property thai its virtue aa a dressing 
is duo, Koch having shown that in the treatment of 
woutuls. iL'ss dcpc'iul-; upon disinfection, or the 
annihilation of micro-organisms, than upon anti- 
sepsis or the prevention of the development of 
li.ifteria. The deyidcmtnm of surgery is a .stih 
stance which while possessiag this latter property to 
an equal degree with carbolic acid, fs devoid of the 
toxic properties of the latter. We have in hisnunh 
the required subsiaace. It is true that when em- 
ployed in inordinate strength it produces symptoms 
a:inlogous to those of Icatl poisoning, but in a sufUci- 
ent strength to secure antisepsis (one per cent, sus- 
pended In water) it is innocuous. Owing to Its tn- 
>oliibi!ity the bismuth sliyuld be thoroughly 
triturated to remove all grittineas and the emulsion 
thus formed should be shaken until the salt is 
(■i|u;illy difTuseil throu.;houl the liquid before using. 
Kocher applies it in the following manner: 

From an ordinary squirting bottle the wound 8ur> 
f;i( e is moistened at intervals in the course of an 

*The source* of our iofonnatlon are ctiieflj*. aa reRardn tba 
blamuth and tlie corroiive mibllinata. editorial arUcles In the 
Annala of Anatomy and BtuTKery; aa regards imiuilug m m 
•ruole ill ttie MsdioalTtaaes Iqr W. W. Jsfiaid, K. A, 
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op^nttiou, so ibat the loose ceiluiar tifwucs in par- 
ticular are covered by a (bin fllin of bismutb; at 
cnrh rtri"5.«intr tlita procedure is repeatpd, l>nt when 
tbe edges of the wound have been brought inU) ap- 
parition, bismuth, made into a thick paste, te spread 
upon the line of sutun iuiil fiHowcd to dry into a 
crust. This luulboi has been followed by the hap- 
l^est remiUs. The dresaings of Kooher.tlien, oonriflt 

of (!■> >fri|»> <if nVisnrptivc mnfrriri! rnvcrcfl by (2> a 
layer of gauze — both of these having tieeo dipp^l 
Into a ten per cent, iolution of Usmnth and the 
moi^turr- (lif,roiii:Iil y wriiim out !'rfnro application — 
and over these i» laid (U) a piece of India rubber 
cloth (4) cotton wadding, and (5) a dry roller band- 
age flniahes the dreaaing. 

To nhtnin the advantage^ which !)ismtifh o^vr- for 
securing union by flrat inteniiun, ccrt4iin other 
points most reoeive attention. Tbe collection of a 
quantity of blood in the cavity of tlif wound must 
be prevented. This may be ohlained by the forci- 
praaure foroepa of Poaii, Blllrotli. or by Kocher^a 
modiflr'fition< of tlie latter. The ad van f aires nf tliese 
forceps consist in tbe fact that they grasp firmly 
when ai^lled, take up a Umited amount of apace, 
and arc absolutely asvplie. Ilii'morrlmiic. therefore, 
can be promptly controlled. Since extravasation 
from blood and lymph Teaaela cannot lie abaolately 
prevented by ligature, a uniform ( oriipreasion of tbe 
edges and surface of tbe wottnd throughout its 
whole extent Is necessary. Thto may be obtained 
by Um use of u Martin's rubber bandage. Kocher 
uses a combination of a«lheHive plaster with strips of 
rubber stitched or pasted together; in order to secure 
permanent adhesion bctwen the rubber and the 
plaster they should be subjected to powerful pres- 
sun:. A strip of rubber, with adhesive plaster 
etripa upon either and, if this method is used, should 
be prepared for an expected operation. If this com- 
press dressing can be applied with accuracy the sur. 
geon will be Justified, hiemorrhage having been con- 
trolled and bismuth ha\ in;^ Ix^'eii a[iplied. in i losinp 
the wound imuicdiuUily ufter au uperaliuti. By 
means of the rubber and adhesive plaster atripa pres- 
sure may be -jecurcd sufficient to prevent extrnvnsa- 
lion without materially impelling circulation. The 
moat prominent feature in this dressing is the ab- 
sence of encircling bandaj»w, since by the use of 
good adhesive plaster tbe rubber strips can be tight- 
ened or relaMd to suit all circumataneea. 

With the rapid healing of wounds fnlldwinK tlie 
uae of these methods, care must be taken against too 
early exertions upon the part of patlMita, subjectinjL,' 
them to the po8.<;ible detachment of emboli from 
imperfectly oiganiaed thrombi in the several ves* 
aels. Experience shows that there is particular dan- 
ger of this in wounds of the neck and other parts 
where tbe ligature of a laige vein may liave lieeo 
necessary. 

Tbe perfect asepsis secured by bismuth in tbe 
chief point in its favor. For instance, in a case of 
knee-joint disease with fungous degeneration, where 
Um Joint wm opened and the diseased Ussue re- 
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moved, then dressed with bismuth and the sccood- 
I ary suture, without ttie use of drainage tubea, ra|rid 

and nnrompruated recover}' enotied. 

Anuther advaufoge of l)ismuth. il used according 
I to thU method, is the entire absence of direst qrs- 

temic e(Tr < ti^ The grent I'impliclty of the mefhofl 
I and the abwnce of cumbersome details and appara- 
j tus Is of great advantage to the surgeon. The eon- 

venienr.- aii'! fn i dmn fr^m annoyance to the patimr 
1 as well is greatly in ilb favor. The application of 
I the salt upon a fresh wound eurflace causes. 

momentarily, a smiirt burning 8en"=ation Dm Mu 
j second day, wbcn the 8ec4>odary suture is applied. 
I the patient no longer complains when the bismuth 
I irrigation is used. 

I As an antiseptic, bismuth is of greater uae than 
, iodoform on account of Its losotubilliy. If It is de- 

, sired to disinfect hands or instrumcn(i<, or if an ia- 
i fected wound and tbe integument surrounding it 
j must be disinfected, i. if pathogenic organisms. 
I which have found entrurire to the wound, are to be 
destroyed, soluble antiseptics, like carbolic acid or 
corrosive sublimate, should be used. 
Cbmwiss Ufinule DMssfa^t (KOmittdl'a method). 
! The credit of using the mercuric bichloride both for 
tlie purposes of irrigation and wound dryings, be- 
longs to Eommel), of Hambwrgh, whose attention 

was directed to the <?ubject throttc-b the Inhor* of 
I Kocb. Experiments have shown that in solutions 
I of this salt, of strength of from 1 : 1.000 to 1 :90,000. 
b;u teria are killed and their further development 
checked. It is tbe most powerful of antiseptics, as 
I shown by the experiments of Koch and Pasteur on 
the bacilluF of irauL^rern of the spleen. This bac]11u.o 
resisted all other antiseptics, but was readily de- 
stroyed by a s<dat]on of corrosive sublimate, 
1:1.000. 

Acting upon the posKibilities which Hiew experi- 
ments suggested. Kliuiiiicll proceeded to make a 
\ prac tieai teSt of the applicability of the nieu uric bi- 
ehlori<le as an Hnti septtr wound dressini:. I)is;ip- 
pointed at the comparativuly slight aiitidf^ttk effect 
I of the flve-per-cent. carbolic solution in general use 
for purposes of irrigation, lie at flr«t u«ed a 1 to 
5,000 solution of mercuric bi-chloride for the same 
: purpose in Sdiede's wards in the Hambuigh General 
I IIospit.lI. ITe gradually increa5ed the strength of 
the irrigating fluid to 1 to l.UOu. and even to a one 
per cent, solution, without tbe sUgbtest trace of 
dangerous symptoms supervening. The five jier 
ceat. solution of carbolic acid was used for the spray 
and as a bath for the Instruments. The latter. If 
expose«l to the action of the mereuri. hi r h' Tide for 
. only a few seconds, will l>ecome blackeut^i by tlie 
rapid amalgamation upon their bright snrfMses; 
nickle platmg will not protect them from this injury 
Enveloped as tbe heads of the operator and \^ aa- 
I sistants are by the spray, a sufident amount of the 
' latter, were it to be even an atomization of a yery 
• dilute solution of the mercuric bi-cliioride. might be 
productive of troublesome if not dangerous symp- 
I tons. It is e?ldent. therefoiek that for Detther of 
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die above purpoMS c&a Uie corrosive sublitoAie solu- 
tknu be made •▼allable. In iwo patients treated 

with the ODo-pcr-cent. solution the coastitutiontti 
effecU of tbe dritg appeared; in one aalivation tak- 
ing place, and in tlie other a diarrboNi, irbidi latter 

Was afterwards titoil^t to be of a tiilierculous 
origin. Recovery took place in botli < iu>es in a few 
days without the neceed^ of a removal of ibe dress- 
iogs. Both of these patients bad 8a(Fered pieviously 
from iodoform iutoxication, siig<];L'?ttinc a peculiar 
suaceptibilily to the action of auti-'cptics. 

Since tbe inlroductioQ of the mercuric bi chlr>ride 
solution afl an irrigating tiuid, Kllmniell (l<-precutis 
the use of sponges, except when absohUclj required 
In the operation itaelf; the cheapness of tbe sulili- 
mnte justifies its free use in clt'finsin? the parts. The 
lioor and the %\ ;Uls of the operiiiiug room are scoured 
and scrubbiHl with the solution, and no accident has 
yet ooi-urml to either attcodantH or prtticiita After 
seven luouUis' u»Hi of the substance in this free uiau 
aer, he avers iluii, wjtli tlie exception of the two 
cases abovr ulhult d to, no 111 effects whatever have 
l)eeu attributed to it. 

In a person with an extremely sensitive skin the 
drf-s«in2;.s of ni. ronrie bi-chloride may, ^r. ordiug to 
Kummcll, pnKluce an ec^ematous condition of the 
parts surrounding the wound. This does not occur 
from a simple irrigation of the wound and the sur- 
ruuodiog U^ues; but when it does take place, which 
is rare, it arises from the constsnt contact of the 
wnund and its neighborhood with dressings impreg- 
oatcd with tbe sublioiate. In wounda in which 
pntrefaction ehaages liave already oocurred, the 
mercuric hi chJoridc solution quickly bsttlshes tbc 
odur Bad arre&t« the septic processea. 

The dressings devised by KUmmell oonstst of sub- 
liDiiited gauze and cotton, .snlillniated silk, stiV)H- 
mated cat-gul, sublimated oil, and sublimated inor- 
ganic dres^Dg materials. These latter comprise 

powd* ri'<i ula^-i, sand, coal a.-'bes, asbcfilov, lint nuidi- 
from spun glass, and, for purposes of drainage, ra- 
pillary threads of spun glass. 

Sublimated gauze and cotton are designed to take 
the place of carbolized gauze and cotton. They arc 
made hygroi>coplo ill the usual manner (benzine 
washings), and then impregnated with the fol- 
lowing: 

Corrosive sublimate 10 parls 

Alooliol.t 4.400 " 

Glycerine 500 " 

The moisture Is pressed out with a clothea wringer, 
if n stronger solution of the a>rrosive sublimate is 
Used, eczema and buUn of the lategiment will he 

produced. 

For sutures, sublimated silk is usod. It is previ- 
ously prepared as for cirboliz-cil ^ilk, by Hflgar's 
method, and then boiled for two hours in a one j>cr 
ceou solution of tbe corrosive sublimate; it ix iheu 
tnnsfemd to a oBe>teBth of one psr cent, solution 
of the same where It is kept reaily for use. 

For ligatures sublimated cai-gut is uiied. Tbe un- 
IWCpMsd catigui la flnt Immemd in a one-perHiBnt. 



j solution of the rnrrofiiv.' siililim?ite for twelve hours, 
and then flrniiy wniuiil tipun sp'iols, and preserved 
in an alcoholic solution of half of the above 
, strengtii, to which is added ten per cent, of glycer- 
' ine. Cat-gut tiius prepared is very flexible, and it 
is asserted by KUmmcll will give perfect immunity 
I against infection, whatever nu^'!i! have been the Con« 
I ditlon of tlie gut prior to its prrpuration. 

Sublimated oil. of the strength of one per cent, is 
employed for uniformity's sake. This oil, however, 
I as shown hj' WolfhUgel and Kuorrc. of tite Imperial 
^ German department of heidlh. possesses no more 
powerful antiscpiif [)rotH'r»!e« \\v.u\ cartto1i7.i>(1 oil. 

In order to avail himself of tbe properties of the 
mercuric bl-chlorlde In the form of a powder dress- 
ing. Ktimnif ll t .v;>erimented with a variety of .sub- 
I stances, and tloally selected common while sand. 
This is flrst well rifled and then heated la a covered 
vi's.sel over a coal tire. On cooling', il i-i uiixed with 
an ethereal solution of mercuric bi chloride uad 
I kept for use in a glass-stoppered bottle. The solit- 
I tion is made by dis.Holving 10 grammes ( 3 ijss) in 100 
I grammes ( % iij) of ether. This quantity is sufficient 
I to perfectly impregnate 10 kilogrammes (22 pounds 
avoirdupois) of previously heated sand. 

The sublimated sand rnn be used in many way.s as 
a wound dressing. It may be used a-s any other 
powder dressing To filling in prerloosly dMnfseted 
and blnoiilp«'5 wnniid c ivi-ir-'- where primary union 
' cannot be hoped for. In such a case the dressing 
I should not be covered with an impermeable coveting, 
such aM parchmcir i ip r. g-utta-porcbii tissue or 
I ilackiotosh, for the rea^ju Utai it is desirable not to 
I prevent drying of ttie secretions in the sand, healing 
taking place as under the scriti. The under dressing 
is not to be disturbed for several weeks, or until 
healing has taken place. The outer dressing of sub- 
Iimate<l gauze Is removed from time tr) time lus the 
secretions find their way through and dry thereon, 
and new pieces are applied in thdr stead. When 
irrigation of the parts is rcipiired, the solutioD of 
mercuric bi-chloride is used, aod new sand applied 
^ where the old has been wasiied away. Wounds tlius 
treated were always found to be ai^eptic and odorless. 
I Tbe outer pieces of gauze iu which tbe secretions 
had collected were, however, sometimes found to 
I possess a glue like odor. 

The {sublimated sand tends to keep the wound dry 
I by absorbing whatever secretions occur, and Uke- 
' wise 1^ decreasing their amount The discharge Is 
; often very limited indeed; large civifies, surh nre 
left after excision of a Joint, being filled with the 
t suliUmated sand, are kept so for a week without tlie 
I iipi>ear!ince of a .flln^le drop of pus. Tlie rapidly 
1 forming granulations push the sand outwards from 
I tlie bottom <A the eavity, and. upon befog Unaliy 
removed, disclose tbe wound firmly clc.ntrized fv<i 
: under tbe scab. No fear need be entertained of tbe 
' mod being imprisoned In the granubitions and ie> 
inaitiiiii; in th'- healed wound: should this occur, 
j which is very rare, tbe particles of sand in tbe tissues 
\ will be found to he perfectly liamtais. A great 
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advaQtage of ihe sublimated muuI dresaing will be 
feand in <t« applleabflUy to eompound fnctumand 

other injuries rffiuinni: the use of w plustcr of p:iris 
dressing. Here, oa accouot of the scaatincss of the 
discharge under thia dveaaiOiK, the fixed apparatus 
may be left in aitn for aeveral weeke witboul being 
disturbed. 

By raeana of an Idflttfflator the floe tubUmiited 
sand may be instilled Into eliMiaes, rarious llaenrea 
and deep receasea. 

The BubUmated sand will be found (Kiually con- 
Tcnicnl of application in the case of wounds in 
which primary union is cxpcctutl to occur. After 
the wound is brought together and drainapcc threads 
of spun glasss placed in position, a layer of lint, 
made of Hpun glass imd diVmfucted in tlie sc^Iution 
of the «lrenglh of I to 1,000, is to bt laid aloug llie 
Hneof Inetdon to prevent the sand from coming in 
contact with and between the eduos of the wound. 
The sand may now be placed on in sufllcient quanti- 
tiea and covered bj several layers of sublimated 
gauz^. ThH mr-thod is <5Ti<!rf'i>tiblc of ijeneral appli- 
Mtion lo amputation and resection wounds, when 
very Ann eompicsiio& la not needful, and where the 
bone underlying the tissues alTordaaflrm support. 

A rise of temperature occurring witbin the fint 
three days, the so-called aseptic fever of Uater, and 
which is of common occiirreiiee wlien otlicr autisep 
ties are used, was entirely absent when the above 
form of dreasing was employed, according to its 
Ofl^iuttor. 

In cases in which primary unif»n or union by first 
intention is sought, the grains «)f saud (when this is 
applied) might lead to failure. This fact caused 
Kflmmell to d»*vi«f hf»t;<< made of eoaraely textured 
cotton cloth, well disinfected and rendered hygro- 
scopic, and filled with the aatiaeptle sand. The 
sand-lngs, however, proved too henvy and cumber- 
some, and to overcome these objections he aubeti- 
tnted finely sided coal ashes for the sand. Cushions 
Iliu9 made nre lit:ht, soft and pliaMc. Before apply- 
ing it tlie bag is moistened, in order to facilitate ab- 
sorption of the discharge. 

Another feature of KUmmcirs antiseptic method 
oousiats in the employment of glass wool or wad- 
ding. This material la derived from annealed gla.ss 
rods, which arc capable, when heated, of bcinp 
drawn into long delicate fibres having a diameter of 
from 0.01 mm. to 0.006 mm. They have a snowy 
white appi*arancc, with a siilv-Iike lu.strc, and are 
very lle.\il)le. They can be hraided together into 
buu«-lie9, or comprcs-scd into masses for convenience 
of use. Bunches of these can be tied together, and 
make most < llseif nt capillhry drains Tiic <«taudsare 
so soft that lliere i.s no danger of brtilci n particles 
entering the tissues. Thi^ glass wool ean be thor- 
oughly purified i\v chemiral airents, and after witsh- 
ing, can be rendered antiseptic by immersing it iu 
the ethereal solution of mercuric bi^chloridc used 
in the preparation of the siihliratited sand. A 
dry dressing thus prepared wili absorb secretions 
very impidly. A muck stmptor and aune effoetually 



antiseptic dressinn of thia material contlsts of masaea 
of it. disinfected by sabmeistOD In eonoentrated sol- 

phurie arid, and preperved in a one per cent solu 
Uooof the mercuric bi chloride ; when needed this 
is aqueesed out of the solution and applied moist in 
thin layers direi tly to flie wound. Where llie sand 
or aah cualiious arc used, a thin layer of thia glasa 
wool will serve as n protection to the wound with- 
out detracting from the ahBortwnt powers of the rest 
of the d res'? Inc. 

hHloform Dnmng» ^Billroth's). — Billroth is scru- 
pulously atteotlve to the del alia of antiseptics. In- 
sistint; on the thorough disinfertion of ttie apartment 
in which the operation is made, the hands of the 
operator and hto assistants, and of the kntvea and 
other instnsracnts employed A two and .1 half per- 
cent solution of carbolic acid Is what he employs 
for the dbinfectioo of penmns and iostrumenls. 
After completion nf the operation the wound is Irri 
gated with a solution of the same atrength and 
thoroughly dried to remove all blood-coagtila or 
feieiirn water Great care is also bestowed on the 
draiottgc of wound*, to secure which drainage tubes 
are freely employed if necessary. 

Billroih's dres-sing of the woun<l differs from Lis- 
ter's ctiiefly in the substitution of cariraiized gauze 
by iodoform, in the form of powder or of gmiie. 

Outside of the operating-room, todofonn is em- 
ployed ; 

(1) As a powder, sprinkled OTW wounds, as upon 
the perineum, by means of Dr. WVUler's iodofona- 

duster. 

(3) As gauze, which may be either (a) dry, "hy- 
drophllei" or (6) adtieidvo. For the preparetiott of 
hydrophilc Iodoform gauze (a), a coarse, unbleached 
mulilin, which has been deprived of its fauy par 
llclea, ts placed in a basin, washed with carbone 
acid, and is sprinkled with iodoform in form of 
powder until the cloth aasumea a yellow color. 
According to the thoroughneaa of thia opemkiOQ« 
the rrnuze conf.'inis from ten to twenty per cent, of 
iodof(<r:n. Fifty grammes of iodoform are suificieut 
to impregnate sis and * bait metres of mnalib. 
nydrophile gaoMOostsIu Vienna about eight oenta 
per metre. 

For the preparation of the adhesive iodoform 

gauze (6), the muslin, deprived of its fatty particles, 
is saturated with a mixture of alcoholic solution of 
colophouium and glycerin. The ganze is dried care- 
fully and iinprt-u^nHted with iodoform in the same 
mrinnf-r a- the hydrophilc. For f-ix metres of gauze 
it requires two hu.idred and thirty gnimmcs of iodo- 
form and on.' hundred grHmmes of colopbonlnnt. 
which is dissolved in tuihe liue lred L,'rounveaof 
niuely-fivc per cent, ulculiul, to which tifty grumraca 
of glycerin are added. This adhesive Iodoform 
gau7.e costs in Vienna about thirty-two oenta per 
metre. 

The chief function of adhesive Iodoform game is 
t];^ arrest of hemorrhage iu casesof parendiyiiiatmia 
hemorrhage. 

09 As iodoform-glycerin. Thit piqianlloii < 
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Hists of ten to twenty parts of iotlofuriu to one huu- 
(Ircil parts of glycerin, and Is employed for injcsc- 
ti(>ii into cold abscesses iifter the evaiCiiatio& of pus 
by puncture or incision. 

(4) As iodoform collodium. This preparation li 
comp'ifcri nf tiKldform one part to rnl!<>dium ten 
parLH, and i? used iu cuormous quantities in the 
•mbulatoHum. It ia a lovereigD rainody for cuts 
and slight brui>>c?. An cflirnal ?ol;iiinn itf iodo- 
form (oue part iodoform, ncvcn parts cttu r) forms 
a yvtf oonveolent ooTertog for ^pbtUtic acl«roiefl» 

and for intK iins- p;i?c1n?» in the Inircul ruvity. 

(5) As iodoform bacilli. Tbc formula for this 
pieparatioB. as U is found in the pbArmacy of the 
General Ilospital is: 

9 Iodoform, pulv 20.0 

Gummi arabica>. ... 

Glycerini 

AHtyli ..,....«! 2. 

Fiaot bacilli divertu magoitud. 

TheTftlue of these hacilll cannot be overestlniBtad 
wln-n fistulous tracts or inaccessible v.ouittl surfares 
are to be medicated. In endometritis, cystitis, pyo> 
thorax, and certain urethral affeetions, the iodoform* 
bacilli are evidently of great worth . 

(6) As iodofonn-Taseline. This salve yaries in 
the ttnonnt of the drag eootained from twenty to 
fifty per cent., and is used as an applicftlion to 
venereal ulcers* 



XWt HcmCAL COLLROES OP MlCHM\N.— TilO 

nouncements of the medical rolli i,'.'? of Michlfjan 
for the coming mmu» utedicut, have been received. 
They all report the usual gratifying success and en- 
couraging prospects. That of the Midu :il Drpart 
meet of the Uoiversiiy shows this college to have 
been prosperous to a degree highly encouraging to 
the rricntis and ndvocales of m inorca''ed standard 
of requirement for the graduate in medicine. The 
eourse of three sesrions of nine months each, 
adoptpil somf'wlint tentatively three years ago. wn?- 
taken by the largo majority of the 117 graduates of 
1868, and as a consequence this largest number of 
graduates in the histor)- of ihc ( oll- LTt' -^i iri out with 
abetter average of qualiticalions than any previous 
class. The fact that this large number elected to 
take the cotir.'^c of three sessions instead of nnlnac 
ing the opportunity aHorded of getting through on 
two sessions, famishes the strongest of aiguments In 
favor of till- feasibility of the longer coui*sc, and 
ahoakl, we think, have determined the university 
authorities to abolish the privilege of the student to 
abridge it. 

Having made the advance above noted It still re- 
mains for the Univcntty, if It would be consistent, 

to increase its preliminary requirements of matrica> 
lates. It has no specified standard of sucb require- 
menta the only requisite being that the student con- 
vince the faculty that he is able "to appreciate the 
technical study of medicine. ' It is claimed that 
6Uch examtaation Ls a better safeguard against the 
, entfsnM to the profeislon of Untente persons thnn 



would be the ixquircuient of "a limited specified 
' amount of school t>ook knowledge to be studied up 
t for the occa'-ion."" It i'; vory anomalous indeed that 
' AD iu^tilutiou which has made suc-h a praiseworthy 
j effort in the dtrectios of meilical education proper 
I shonM ;itfem]>i to justify it'; prMctical aV.si nee of 
I matriculation requirements ttirough such an argu- 
I ment as this. We would venture the opinion that 

ii specific .^f indnril rif pr- liminriry rri']iiirc'incnt<i 
I would not in the least diminish ttic .size ot its classes 
i white it would materially improve their qaallly. 

Till' iticTi-asi- in tlip nnmhrr of rap;ible students 
> would more than counterbalance that of those who 
I would be driven to other colleges. 

The great defect io the tearbin? facilities of the 

meilical mUr-i^e of thn rnivrr-;ify Vw^ in the liniitod 
clioical advantages. Tim is. of course, unavoid- 
abto in a town of 10.000 inhnbitants, but the eoUflge 
] draws in a considerfiMe nmniint of material through 
j its free clioics and this it utilizes to the utmost. 
The 10th annual announcement of the Detroit 
Medical College is out. It opens with an argu 
ment in favor of the necessity of clinic^ !&• 
I stroction and a statement of tht fteilltfes af* 
' forded for nueh instruction by a city of up. 
wards of 1S5,QOO inhabitants, and a great com- 
mercial and manufacturing centre. Tlhis college 
has under its control for educational purposes 
Harper, St. Mary's and St. Luke's Hospitals and two 
large free dispensaries. The clinical material furnish' 
i ed by these is abundant. Its corpsof lecturers, clinical 
and didactic, is suflicieutly large, and the other 
. facilities for instruction in the theory and practice 
i of medicine are commeni^uratc with the demands of 
a first cla"*? medical college. It requires the usual 
three vi'iirs of Study, which tim j shall include at- 
: tend iiu e on two regular sessions at college. This 
\ coilcL^c like the medical department of the university, 
I perpetuates the error of requiriin; nothiug fur- 
ther of a matriculate than to re>|iiin- of him a 
satisfartory knowledge of the Kuglish brnnches. 
We believe this to be an error viewed even from a 
I commercial stand point The college opens the S6S' 
sion of in its new tmiMini; on Farmer Street, 

: in the most central p irt of the city. 
I The Michigan College of Medicine has sent us n 
eopy of its fourth annu il .xnnouncement. It differs 
i little io phraseology or otherwise- from its prede- 
cesser. It has two systems: the graded course of 
I three session-, and ihe ordinary three years with at- 
tendance oo two sessions. It, however, givi^ its 
preference to the former. It argues the great necea- 
j sity of clinical teaching, the fncilities for which It 
: affords in its clinical hospital and free dispensary. 
I It differs from the other medical colleges of the 
state In that it has a standard of matriculation re- 
' quiremcnts. This is substantially the same as that 
of the English me<lical colleges, and on the strength 
I of it this college has ^^ecured an afiiliation with the 
' Medical Council of Great Britain. This stanflurd 
: faithfully lived up to by medical colleges, would 
I ensuniasaperloreltssof Students and rdeg*t«Aote 
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with inniffldent menUl capftcity to attidn to it, to 
ocGuiwtions Iwtter adapted to then. 



On !i n view of the nltnution just prior to the 
opcaing of Ute regular college tcroui, it may 
be Hdd that the cause of medical education 
lanL,aii-lH.th no worse in Micbignii than else- 
wlturc, while in some respects it Is oot de- 
alitttte of promtK. The great drawbaelc to it 
lies in the fear \\\\\ ;i too rijrid sUindard of require- 
menta. eiiiier for matriculatiou or gradualioa. would 
drive awaj atttdenta with their dollars. Tbemedi- 
oal department of the University feels it necessary 
to its existence that it make money. It is not a 
popular department of the Univerai^ with the Leg- 
islature, the causes of its unpopularity being more or 
less apparent, and should it become a bunlen to the 
people it would be iu serious danger of beinir lopped 
olf. Were Uie people ardent in sympatliy wiiii it. 
8Uch appmpriatinns could lie secured as would make 
it independent of the patronage of studeut!> of the 
ignorant clasB, Itcould tbenboldly advance towards 
its ideal. 

The colleges of this city, like tho great majority 
of coll^ea In this country, are private corporations 

and are dependent for their existence and perpet- 
uation on studeota' f«iea. Having no endowment, 
tho means neoeasaiy to utilize In accordance 
■with the require- iiu lit s of llic liii:h>'i medical 
education, the uusurpaased facilities which the 
dty affords come principal ly or solely from 
this source. While competition is the life of 
trade, it is necessary that the competing fimu be so 
"fixed" financially as to take advantage of every 
opportunity which presents. In this respect tneili- 
cal coll^ea are like busimss tirms. The small 
dealer with barely enough otpital to keep him 
adoat ran at moat, in s<pite of all his cnt-rgy and 
enterprise, hope for a prccarieus existence. Two 
or more such dealers living in a field which is rich 
and full of promise, will, if they are shrewd and 
not repelled by mutual hate md jealousy, form a 
Joint^tock corporation, and cr<-!it« stock and sell it 
for capital which would enable thetu to take ad- 
vantage of the opjwrlunilies which exist of making 
theoi&elvcii rich. Thi- energy which thev were 
forced to expend in the bare struggle for existence 
could now lie rilici u d iu a more profitable channel, 
and the culling' in prices which was necessary to 
attract trade would no longer be necessary. Bu 1 1 h e 
great difQc<dty us far as the appHcHtiou nf thi, 
method to medical colleges \a coucemed. lies in tlie 
hotorioua fact that doctors are poor buriness men, 
and t.i ri greater rlcgrcc than the members of any 
other calling are iutlueuced iu tlieir dealings one 
witii another by other than purely business princi- 
pli'3. Had they the wisdom ttf tlir world, « oml/m.-^- 
tioos such as wo have suggested would be made 
throughout the whole land with the result, while 
diminishing the number <>f TtiiKUcal Colleges, of 
adding immensely to their quality. 



WoKKii KStt MATBwnrr.— The American Ob- 
server quotes from and comments on an article from 
the Ilahnemaoaiaa Monthly discu&giag the ciiti- 
I dams of the Oommercial Oanette, of Cincinnati, on 

a sermon by Dr. Morgan Dix, in whirli ho inveigheii 
against the eummon practice among married women 
^ of preventing conception: 

" 'To criiiii- down to till' marrow Imhiis of Ibc rniil- 
. ter,' writes the Gazette, 'is childbeariug a duty? 
I In this Dr. 1>tx seems to be like those told of in 
' Scripture, who \-\\ oti others burdens grievous to be 
I bortw, whUu they themselves will not touch Uiew even 
I with their little fingers. ' [isn't it Shakespeare who 
, says that even tho devil can quoti Scripture for hia 
'■ purpose?) 'People are too many. Recldess propa- 
' gation is the obstacle to all the plans of hnniane 
philosophers for improving the condition ^if man 
kind. What can be so immoral and so lacking in 
oonsdence as to fetch (T) children Into these tremra- 
dous liabilities for a momentary gratification? Num- 
bers are of no account in mankind. It is elevation 
that counts. Sbe who resigns herself to the func- 
tion of niHicruity, during all the natural period, 
cannot have that mental exercise which is neces- 
sary to keep up with the minds of her grown-up 
qhiMrcn. Besides, the motlier, ut each birth, be- 
comes herself like a child, and her speech and mind 
come down to the germs and slow development of 
j the infant understanding. This repealed going 
I back to ilic beginning of mind and speech keepa her 

ifrom intellectual development.' 
Is it possible to conceive of more lamentable 
ignorance of womankind, or io i>rofT* r more datrma- 
I ble advice, than is contained io these sinister lines ? 
I They outrage marriage, tboy (oater murder, acd 
. they teem with blasphemy agallllt God. 

j But the Oa/ette is W(»ll answered by one of the 
i women whonj it soilegrmUs. In the Sunday .Morning 
t New.s, of Cincinnati, appears a letter, from which 
■ we cull thr foKo.vin:: ! do not hesitate to dp. 
I dare that, wiili ilie notable exception of .jewish 
I and Catholic women, f^ly one-half of my Anierican 

^ si'tt r-i r snrf to met baiiical ;in ! iru'dicinal U'_'''nt« lo 
prevent conception. Iu tlve minutes I have counted 
fifteen in my immediate nelgfaiiorhood who make 
' no secret of t!ie>=t» niorntroiH pr!if>tices.' That this 
. lady is nut one of the intatuous tlfteen is proved by 
I her dosing words: '1 am blessed with health, 

moderaff fortmie, child-nri wlio have never snfffn-d 
illness or accident, a husband who is devotion itself, 
and continent to a degree almost incredible; and 
yd coiiiiti!!'/ downward from tin- nitic yr:ir-old boy 
to (he tiny little fellow of three months. I Hud my- 
I self the mother of seven.' 

All thi.H would be out of place bore were it mere 
I newspaper talk: but every physician knows that the 
I desecration of marital duties is so widespread that 
marriage is fast degeneratiog into legalind eOB- 
cubinage. Women arc becoming, io consequence, 
more and more diseased, and society is suffering 
numerically, morally and spiritually. Even at phy- 
sicians' meetings have we heard woman defeodod 
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in her (-hilil munler by doeton» whose onlj excu^ 
is thut wives alioiif'i ttnrf* m/mf protccUoD ag^Oftt 
the si^l&sb deaiaiuis of their hudbaads." 

Were the putpit more active and efflcient in 
teacfiinp; mm ^-r tf rt'^tmint ntu! f"r>ntinptice, their iu- 
atiuctii might t>e gniiined without driving womeu to 
the rBToUiog practice* to which they are wont to 
refloii. 

. 

OlMrrKTRic Ai'noRi.'sMS. — The UtlUmiug uphorianis 
hare been revived from Dr. Bluodeirs lectures on 
midwifery. The i|n:iiTitnr=;!= nf tlu- lariLriri^p may 
interest as much as the directions nmy in^tnict : 

" Aph. l.—Tkat BHde MUwiferf m a Aboeftr Idol. 
— Ploodings. tremfiirliius laccntinn^. invfision-; of 
the uterus, like those which now sttind ou the table 
before yoa. Rech are the effects of otstetrle Tiolence, 
that unsati.itc and p>ry Moloch, before whose bloody 
shrine so many thousands have been sacrifice, to be 
sooceedecl. In future years, by still more numerous 
▼Ictinu. 

"Aph. 2.— That the PiaeeiUa it to be Heduced.- 
Do not haul out the placenta; do not jerk out the 

L>l;iCL'nta ; do not tc-;\r out tlic i>liicciit;\, k-iwiiig un- 
observed one-half of it in the cavity of the uterus. 
Do not taoerate and leave the membimnes to form 
afttTwiirds 11 rt'criiiacli' for dots, or to alarm tlx- 
patient by their uuexpccted appearance. ArU mm ti 
most as usual be your device: lead, coax, seduce. 

'* Aph. 3, — Do not go Away and Leare a Second 
Child Jkhind.—l am afraid that some one hero 
preaent. notwithstanding the cautions of the morn- 
ing, will hereafter remove the placenta when there 
is another fcelun in the uterus. He wnile*^, he bows, 
be retires; imotber child is lM>m. Which of you all 
meun;< to '-iL'tmli/.c himself by this dan^croui^ folly? 

" Aph, 4. — Th'it by Riinoriinj the Phtr, uta Ai>leei> 
Yvu ttujy Inrert (he Pruc:tiiioners have 

Romctimes unconsciously inverted the ulerus, leav* 
ing it in that condition, an accident whicli can never 
happen to you, provided you forbear to n-move the 
placenta till the womb be contracted You may, 
however, drow-r snnn*tirn»'<! on the bedside a.-* on 
these benches, and in liif.^e. torpid uud forgetful 
momeats carelessly absttactiog the placenta, laver- 

■ion<^ rmy nrnur. 

"Aph. ').—An Acroueheurt Atrockms MenUnr. — 
Depend upon it if you do carry your hand into the 
uterus, ou every on ;isioa. to g< t aw ly tltr p'lcf nln, 
some woman will die at lattt. and die the victim of 
your mismanagement. At this moment, pcrimps, 
>-ome amiable but ill f.iti il crctituro blooms the life 
and light of her admiring circle, who must hereafter 
(kll an untimely sacrifice to some cruel and ruthless 
arm now drowsily cros-sed in this theatre. Which 
of you is the owner of this atrocious member! 

'* Aph. 6.— 2%i«e Plaea wAffs lha Atrodout Mem' 
b9riMUtMtb$ Put. — (Dr. Blundcll showa prepara- 
tion.) — Do not needlessly tbruBt the hand into the 
Uterus; that ia the voice that iBsues from tliis pre- 
paration. He that bath ears to hear let him hear it! 

"Do not needieasiy thrust the hands into the 



vagina; that is the voice that issues from this pre- 
paration. IK- tliiit hath EAT^ to bear let him hear it! 

" Do not luedle^sly pius.-) the iiand into the genital 
fissure; that is the voice that issues from this pre- 
paration. He tiiiit hail cars to hear let him hear it! 

" Ah I Uie vioience of an ignorant and savage hand. 
After examining the.<se preparations, tell me is it 
too mnrh to n««<_"'t tliril in nli>lufrir'> u 'hni-t uf t!)e 
hand Is more dreadful than a thrust ot the bayonet? 
Could the dekl of Waterloo exhibit injuries more 
dreadful thnrt fhp«e?" 

Readers of Swain's "aphorisms" caa compare and 
note the difference of style. Dr. BlundeH's pupils 
must have hc-m somewhat diffenmt from the young 
geotlemeu of the present day. 



BTmrs. — Dr. William Fahy, of Canton. Bfissis- 

"•il'lii, thus unbosoms himself on a very vital sub- 
ject : I am perplexed to know what relation this 
word bears to the profession at the present day. 
I look back a.H to a misty dream, and I see therein 
two words that were as dear to the physiiciana of the 
days of yore as the ark of the covenant was to the 
Israelites in the deserts of ^nat. These words were 
"Hippocratic Oath." IIow many are there now 
that regard it? In our old alma mater, it was im- 
])rrs><il on the mind of the graduate alwve all 
thii)ij><, and woe to ihc jiliy>iclan who ilisrci^iinh'd 
it! Among his more honorable brethren he was re- 
garded as a pariah, and socially and fffofessionally 
ostracised. 

Is it not disgraceful and degrading, the abomi- 
nable Jealouqr that exists among many of the pro* 
fcs.sion of the ^Tpfpnf dny? How stini;ing it is to 
that physician who. through misfortune, has fallen 
upon bard times and has to sesk pastum new, to be 
hl! upon ;iTid Itnnn'^rd to the death f\v '^nme envious 
rival who, probably, has not a tithe of bis medical 
skill. Let us take a case In point. A. Is a lepufaible 
phyiiiciun. duly qualified by his alma mater and the 
law of the land to practise medicioo wlieru he listeth. 
He settles in a town that suits bis fancy, rodllarius ' 
Poltulum is u pompous, eirotislica!, enviou."* physi- 
Clan, wboiie family and political iuHuencu are the 
grand nine ifttn n»« on which he solely reUes. for 
the puMir at l u-.' li ive but little f.iiih either in his 
»kill or attaiumeuts, and who, were it not for the 
above-stated backing, would soon be relegated back 
to t!ie sphere nature designed hhii f<ir — theox-wlijp 
niui ttie plow baodles. Now Poddy thinks, by right 
of priority and family connections, he has the pre- 
eminence over every othrr [.h\ sician in the town, 
and he absolutely foams with rage when the "new 
doctor'' gets a patient. Then his batteriea are 
brought to iK-ar against "the audacious iuterloi)er, " 
and every little miserable scheme and paltry device 
b brought to bear and flred upon the devoted head 
of the unfortunate new comer. Poddy's siatera and 
his cousins and his aunts are drilled in their reepeo> 
tive parts to crush the new arrival out "He 
driolis!" "be eats opium"' "he's an impostor'" 
"he's a murderous quack!" Such are only a 
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Ttm of the epHlieto flung at his wretched 
hcnd, and if hi' is not a man of strong moral force 
and will power Lc will bo prol)!ibly driveu away to 
Tieanbjectcd to tlie aume inhuninn and unprofession- 
al treat nacnt in some, otlier town and probabl}' over- 
OOme and disheartened ho sinks to the grave leavinjf 
bebiod him a larpe family to tlic mercies of a cold 
and uncharitable world. Do 1 exaggerate? Not in 
the least. This unworthy method of "rnmtiiiiL' mil" 
a brother physician thitl ihe XTUHhor" may profiler 
thereby, is happening to day in every city and town 
in the United States, rm.i \]\U \^ why I head this 
•rUclc "Ethics" aud woiidn while I write if the 
word in itA full sense and meaniDg. ai Applicable to 
the medical profession, is not an empty fonnd. 
Stop this brethren and instead of crushing a brother 
io the profession to the atrtii, hdp htm to help him- 
self and bla chtldrea, «• your Hippocmtic oaUi 
ordaios. 

Thank heaven, fellows of the Podllarioa stripe 

are compamtivply ff v, , ' nt it is to endeavor ti» cry 
them down, and stop ilieir increaso that 1 write. 
Podllarlua la not to be found to aneh a great extent 
in the large ( itii's Tlicn- the "medical ;\<)8ocia- 
tioDs" tend to liecp the blood cool and compel pliysU 
dana to act the rftle of gentlemen even in caies la 
whichianate low bm">liri;;I>i opp ised to the require- 
ment. It \a ia minor towns that Podilariu^ is in bis 
- ekflinit There he bulldozes the gentlemanly physi. 
dans, lies on the "new dor lor," pufTs and l>oa4ta of 
hia wonderful achievemeats in public and uses 
every device of which his shallow brain is capable 
to show hi'* fellow towusmen his wonderful gifts. 
I have no ftsar of hurting Poddy's sensitive feeliaga 
for he has ixam\ his hide i9 as impenetrabto to 
rebuke and sarcasm as that of the rhinoceroa \^ to 
the puny dart of the savage. Neither do 1 much 
dread his ever seeing this arUde, for Poddy never 
read.s — he knows loo nuK h and thinks he can learn 
notbiag from the ^d&DicAi. Aob. or any other jour- 
nal in fact His little head is so full of knowledge 
Uiat it would be a waste of time to attonpt to put 
tn more. 

The JointNAL of tub Auerican Msdical Ak- 
eooiATioN AND ITS Advbrtisbrs — Ooe of the 

plank.H in the pl;\fform 'if fhr new .Tnurnnl of the 
American Medical Asssociatioa excludes from the 
advertising department of the Journal all advertise- 
ments of proprietary, trade mark or patent medl- 
ieiaee. In aUopUog tbi« plank the trustees were but 
fionsisteot and emphasised the declaration of the 
Code of Eihies jisaia'Jt medicinal prcparatious, ♦he 
manufacture of which becomes a monopoly through 
sudi protection. It was, doubtless, thought that 
this re^tiietion of it> privileges to the very few firms 
of manufacturing pharmacists of this country who 
walk with the fear of these provisions of the Code 
before their eyes, by thi'^ ofTlciiil and rcpTesentative 
journal of the American profession, would exclude 
ikom its pages alt ol^eotionabls ukattsr. It seenis, 
kow«v«ir» that one of the Joornal pioinletoffs, 



j one Dr. O. R. Henry, of Burlington, Iowa. 
! (each member of the As.iociation has a pro- 
' prietary interest), is not satisfied with the line 
I thus drawn but would have It exclude all ad- 
vert iscmi tit > except those of simples. He selects 
Messrs. Parke, D;ivis & Co., of this city, as manu- 
facturers of compounds ("ready-made prescriptions" 
be eall.s them) and in the coarse 1 iiiLruage of the 
illnatured boor.amdirn'- the firm for olTerin^' them to 
the profession anil the .lourual for aduiiiuiii^ their 
I advertisement to it^ I'olumns. The Journal devotes 
! an editorial t<> the defenste of this entcrprisin-.: firna 
but this, in our opinion, ia poor amends for p%;rmit- 
ting Itsdf to be made the channel of a vulgar attack 
on pitroris who, on its own decision, are f?iifT!ciently 
j ethieitl and reputable as to their methods, to gain 
admission to lia pages. It would, it seems to os, 
I have been much more proper in a journal which 
i aims to represent the American profession, to have 
referred to the communication of its spleeny oor- 
; respondent without, by admitting it to its pages, 
allowing it«elf to be made the medium of coarse 
personallUes. 

As to 'he merit-; of the objections raised to Messrs. 
Parke. Davis 6c Co., it is only neceasary to say that 
the application of the rule which the Joumal^s oor- 
renpondent would establish, would exclude the ad 
: vertisemeol of a large proportion of the otficinal 
I preparations of the U. 8. P. and other phannn- 
copoeias. For wliat are the compounds inenlioned 
I in these <<. g. compound cathartic pills, paregoric, 
I compound tincture of dodiona, simple elixir, ayrup 
of the lactO'pbo.sj)hdte oi calcium, compound iron 
I mixture, Basham's mixture, etc., etc.) but "ready- 
! made preseriptloos?" 

Dr. Henry's attack is of such a boorish, shallow 
j and nonsensical nature as would have merited for it 
I only sUent contempt hid It not appoared In tlie 
\ columns of the Journal of the American Medical 
I Association. When, moreover, the reli^tioa ia 
I known whidi this self-constituted censor bears to 
Price & Henry's drug store, over the oountor 
of which is dispen^d to the public patent 
and proprietary medicines, and the usual variety of 
nostrums and quadc inepamtioiiis, his ri^t to dt in 
Judgment on and to denounce reputable pharmadsta 
will be seriously questioned. It might bu wdl for 
this sttckto' for the code to attend to the beam in 
hia own «!ye before searcidog for the moto in oiken. 



GOLIAOB ANSOtiRCBiUDrrs FOR ISSS-l.-^Tbe 

season is K^.\\n upon us and it briog-i with il ucithor 
abatement in the annual shower of college anooun<«> 
meats nor toning down of tludr language. We 
should be pleased tn do the great educational in ti 
tutioas which have favored us with copies of their 
announoements, the courtesy of ealUng tlie attention 
of our readers to them, but we have an impression 
(which may be erroneous, however), that there is 

tnoch other malsfld to whidi the said laadsfs wotfid 
rather have us devote the space which would be 
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W'q arc ronstnided to say, with r con- 
temporary, that the only space which we have to 
spare for the great majority of these colleges is in 
the Obituary department, and the hope timt they 
may soon tax tlif ciipnriJy rf thin ^pace. which we 
will gladly enlarge to its utmost dimensioos, buoya 
ue up ttoder the inflfetioo of their annuel announce- 
ments. 

College aanouncemeuts, by the way. embody 
many unique features, and not the least of these U 

the facility whirh the}' nflford honf»raWo men to 
preTuricatc without being held. responsible fur it. 
Xa business adTertiaements, even of the most legiti- 
mate charartrr. a certain amount of exhggcrafinn is 
permissible, but there is a limit at which the law 
steps in and interposes a liability to proseentlon for 
"false prcti iiccs " Tin- fi*nr of such liaWlity ha? 
ou terror for the architect of the coil^e anoounce- 
nient. Oollege announcements have, indeed, come 
tf) h{' <■() p'ticrally ro^ardcd as If'L'itimatc prevarica- 
tioQ9 that the college which should issue one con- 
taining "the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
tlie truth," stating i's tutructioti-; pliUtily us they 
exist, and without shading or artistic touches, would 
be a fwrs am which would dirlde the honors with 
llio sal)le swan. 

A careful perttsal of the announcement of the 
Fodunk Coll^ of niyslefans and Surgeons, and its 
comparison with the advantages which the Johns 
Hopkins University oontemplates affoidiog the 
•tttdflint in the near future, must convince any one 
that the munificence which has made the name of 
the deceased milUonaire famous was entirely uo- 
caUed for, as far as tlie requirements of medical 
education in this country are concerned There are 
gcores of medical colleges in America to-day just as 
good (in their announcements) an the medical depart- 
ment of the Johns Hopkins University can ever 
hope to be, and it is an open secret that notwith- 
stiiudiug their grim-visu^ed malricululion require- 
ments, the young men (who have taken lago's 
advice, and put money in tlioir piirso), whr) have 
tieeii denied their ad van ta<j;es because of defects iu 
their t-arly education, are too searoe to malu it 
profitable to search for them. 

The advantages which ure bcatlered broadcast 
throughout the land for making first-class pbysleiana 
out of the rawe-sl kind of material, are, moreover, 
gradually reducing the length of time necessary for 
tboproceast and the time cannot be far distant when 
the belief that money cannot buy knovvlcdiic will be 
put away on the shelf with other antiquated lumber. 
The reader of the college announoementa for 1883-4 
cannot but be convinced of the •senselessness of this 
cry for higher medical education and for better 
fadllUei for imparting it 



A New Dodgk is Etiik s.— At a recent meeting 
of the Ooondago, N. Y. 3Icdical Society, reported 
in the N. Y. Medical Journal, Prof. Alfred 3forcer, 
U. D., of the Medical Department of Syracuse Unl- 
««inlty« read a paper in whteh he advocated the 



abolition of all code of ethics for the medical pro* 
fession. He argued that while the principles on 
which the Code of the American Mc<lical Associa- 
tion is based are undying;, the circumstances, which 
i?ave them the application which divided the practi- 
tioners of medicine into hostile c^unps. no longer 
exist. Although quackery still exists it is confined 
to none f^f the nrl'iifrary divi-iinT? of nuMlical pfiinti- 
tioncrs which formerly obtained, and although 
dogmas still live they no longer dominate. The 
leaven of education Ins «o permeated all sorts and 
conditiuos uf medical men us to have brought the 
representatives of the various classes into tvry dots 
re!ntinn<«bip. The<5e farts f(»rmed the ba-sif of his 
argument which was very logically worked out. 

At the dose of Dr. Mercer's paper Dr. Dldama, 
(if Syraraise. a r-odlst of the codist?, was promptl)- on 
his feet with a loag argument in favor of the old 
Code and a deouneiatlon of the paper. After he 
had got through Dr. G >fT, of Casnovia, marvelled at 
the inooosisteocy of such remarks coming from a 
man who had come to his town and* consulted with 
T)r. Bass, a honue )pat1i, the atteudiirg physician io 
the case of Mr. £. S. Cord's child, on Lincoln 
Street. Dr. Didama had also met Dr. Bass at Mrs. 
>[itcheir8 three or more Jime«. Dr. Goflf would bn 
much pleased to have Dr. Didama reconcile these 
cousultiatlous with his boasted fidelity to the Code. 
These direct charges and 8[»ecification8 had the 
effect of forcing Dr. Didama into a comer from 
which it seemed, for the ln8taut,thers was no escape. 
But the champioQ of the Code was equal to the oc- 
casion. He acknowledged that he had "met Dr. 
Boss at the bedside a number of times, but lie 
treated him simply as a nurse. He went to make a 
diagnosis. He did not consider it a consultation 
where he went to see a case for diagnosis, gave pre- 
scription and had the hommopath carry out the 
direct iiiu.s." 

The iuijLnuily of Dr. Didama is much more ad- 
mirable than his consistency. Hb manner of ex- 
tricating himself, although it wn.? an exceedingly 
cluae sliave, shows him to Ix' a man of threat re- 
•onioe. His masterly piece of generalship has, how- 
ever, cut the Gordlan knot. We may !»!! nu>f>f 
homcBopatlis now. and there is not an "irregular of 
any descripition nor even a quack whom it is forbid- 
den m to meet. Of conrsf wc m(i«!t not consult 
with them. They cuntinuu ia charge uf the case 
"only as nurses to carry out the treatment!" As an 
instance of whipping the devil around the Ftump, 
this acliievemeat of Dr. Didama will stand unique. 



Tberapsotio Aokmts fob TBS PnoaioTioir of 

OssBOUH Development —Before the Odontological 
Society of Qreat Britain (ftlcd. Times and Qazolte) 
Dr. J. C. Thorowgood read a paper on this subject. 
He pointed out that the comjxisiiion of the bones 
and the teeth was practically identical, the latter 
having only a larger proportion of inorgaidc matter. 
The analysis showed that a considerable quantity of 
mineral food was required for the nutrition of tfiese 
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tJMUM. The mere admlaifltrfttion of tbe UMMSHty 

limp->alts was, however, by no mcnii'; thr only thing 
to be cousidered io striving to improve osseous 
development; thus, In rickets, witit an evident defi- 
ciency tif Hinf ill thf !>nn(*«, thrri' wns :in fliminntion 
of from four to six tinted the aormal amount of lime- 
salts in the urine, riiowing thst the fault was in the 
process '"if as^iinilatioii For the dentist, tlie most 
serioud cuudition in cliildruQ was one of acid dys- 
pepsia; the child's breath had a sour smell; tongiie 
furred, with n d piipiliii' sliowinu' Ihtough, apix litc 
often voracious, and bowels confined or irregular. 
To give a Ug^beltied. pale-faced child In this condi- 
tion phosphate of lime and iron would only malcc 
bim more uncomfortable; but give bim alkaline 
aperients, regulate his diet, cutting off excess of 
starch and sugar— order exercise, salt- water baths, 
etc, and then administer the speciflc remedies indi- 
caied. Of these the most useful wot the soluble 
hypophosphitc of lime and the chloride of calcium; 
either of these might he given in doses of two or 
three grains in glycerine and water. The hicto- 
pbosphate of lime was also a valuable remedy. Diet 
was most important. The child must be t«ught to 
eat slowly ; brown bread and Scotch oatmeal would 
suit some children, and "seconds" flour was prefer- 
nhlc to the "best wliitc." By this line of treatment 
the child would bu brought into acouditiou in which 
the dental surgeon oould work on the decayed 
molars with some i'r<^<?pcpt of his work remaining a 
lasting proof of his skill. In conclusion, Dr. 
Thorowgood made some remarks on the aul^ect of 
infant feeding. 

An inlereHiinjf di&cussiou followed, during which 
it was pointed out that, owing to the early develop- 
ment of the 1ct>fh. nnd the fart that whr^n oncc 
formed they did not alter appreciably, treatment in- 
tended to improve their condition could best be 
effect«jd through the nmtlior, ?o as to influence the 
• Child during the perioitH ot pregaaucy and lactallou. 



OBrruAHY. — Jaxes H. Jkboke, H. D. — Dr. 

Jerome dirr! :if his rcsidftv i- In Saginaw City, ^ricb.. 
uQ the 8lh Inst., after un illness (iotlamimilion of the 
liver) of three months. 

Dr. .Jerome was bnrn nt Cnrhnrton, Pennsyl%'ania, 
September 2b, 1812. lie was educated at a district 
school and at the Ovid (N. Y.) Academy. He after- 
wards learned Ihe tradf of hat making, whirh he 
followed in various parts of the country until he was 
persuaded to enter upon the study of medicine. He 
entered Geneva Medical College in I whoa Dr. 
Wiilard Parker was prof esttor of anatomy and physi- 
ology there, and became his pro-sector. Before 
graduating he ciimc to Michigan and took a ( !( rk- 
ship in the land ofllce at Detroit. Ue soon returned 
to Geneva, however, and on receiving bis diploma, 
in 18:17. commencetl to practice in Tnimansburgh, 
N Y. In 185.'i he was elected professor of anatomy 
and physiology in Geneva Medical College. In 
be was appointed physician in-chief of the Marine 
Hospital of the Port of I(ew York. He removed to 



I Michigan In IMS, settUng in Saginaw City, tbo plaoe 

of hi-; deatii. Alrhougli prinrtpalty occupied during 
^ his residence in Michigan in agricultural and lum- 
I bering interests, from which he became quite 
wealthy, he kept clove hi^ ri^iinfftiiui with tho pro- 
I feasiou. lie Lelpeil to orgaoiice the present Micliigau 
I State Medical Society, to the presidency of which he 
was iwicp clcrtt d. Hi' wa« :it the fiiiie r>f hi-i rle.ith 
president of the Hoard of Counselors of the Detroit 
Medical CSoltege, and some years sgo rscdved the 
only honorary d^pwe ever oonfenvd by that Inatlto- 
I tion. 

I Dr. Jerome was is vigorous debater, and though 

I persistent even tn the borders of relentlessness in 
j the accomplisbment of bis purpose, be was person- 
j ally of a genfail nature and given to generous hospi- 
tality. He was a man of marked individuality, pos- 
sessing a vigorous intelUct, » retentive memory, 
, quick perception and the quality of unswerving 
I votion to what he held to be right, 
j Tbe funeral was attended by about twenty.flve 
; physicians from different parts of the slate, who, 
I with tbe local profession, met after the services and 
! adopted suitable resolutions of respect to bis metn- 
ory and condolence with bis family. The remtdus 
weire taken for intennent to Trnmanshorg, N. Y. 



('RTtso OF TJiE FrETue IS Utkiio.— Dr. Tlios. B. 
. Nichols, of Plattsburgh, N. Y., has the following 
I on the raaarkable case reported by Dr. Harlow <^ 

I this city: 

A doubting Thomas has been reading tho Michi- 
gan Medical News and its suoeeasw the MsoiCAt. 
AoK regularly, as the suoceaalve numbers came to 
baud, during tbe entire year from August lOtb. 
1888, hoping that in some one of those numbers "A. 
Ifarlow. M. D., Drtroit, ■Ml. h.," uoutd toll him still 
farther of that wonderfully precocious child that 
"first commenced crying four weeks before it was 
born and kept it up at intervals till its birth," not 
doubting in tbe least but that tbe little fellow must 
I be grown to manhood ere this, and be about ready 
I to stump his district as a ( ainlidat* for (.'ongTSM, 
I since "with God there is nothing impossible.** 

That Dr. Harlow intended to be truthful and 
! honest in reporting this "obstetrical phf nuinerion" 
no one can have any doubts, for surely he mtiat 
have thought he had the facte and drcnmstanoes all 
down fine, or of them he m vt-r could have said 
"from personal knowledge 1 know them to be true 
In every particular." Rut that Dr. Harlow should 
; have lx;cn deceived in this matter is not at all sur- 
I prising, since many a one, perhaps, as intelligent as 
I himself, having an imaginative car, has been {n» 
cliued to believe the same thing. To such an one, 
' the sound of wind in the bowels, under certain cir> 
! cumstanoes, might be easily mistaken for the crying 
I of a child, and nway aik old womu, having heacd. 
' this same, has been ready To hfllrm as stronirly 
1 does Dr. Harlow tliat she did uetmilly hta,r ua- 

boro chilli ciy. 
I But when one understands tbe pbiloac^y of 
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MttDd and the formatioa of voioe he givta no 

credciico u> sucli "did wlv<>?i' fahlcs," rd- cwii t.ikts 
a iiecoDil tUouj^bt coaceroing them. Dr Ilurluw, 
however, may be «> sure thet he ie right m regard 
to the facts ia this c.i.'.c its to ho willing tn ili iii')n- 
atrate a little for the beoeAt of the doubtiug 
Tfaomaaea. and tbtt to how he can do it: Jamp right 
into thf river iif into auy other hotly of water that 
isatill aad deep eaougU to cover him, aod tbeDt 
with hia head well under water, call out to bis 
friends who shuuUl be near: "I've dune it! r%'e 
done it! It's all right and I told jrou eo!" When 
he luM dime thia the Thomwea will doaht no longer \ 
•t least eo wye one of them. 

Bellbvuk .VXD KEKOaM.— The Louisville Medi- 
cal News, in refening to our recent strictures on 

B»'IIevvR- Hospital Medical College, makes the f<il 
lowing apology for that iostitutioa. The apology 
to a sad commentary on the motives which are luble 
to lie lit tlu.' ro>)t of the most mcritoriou'; ticts, as 
well as on the integrity of eothiuiastic refurmena. 
Wvare sorry. mnreoTer. to And oar esteemed con- 
temiK>rary cninlonin'^ ih<- utilitarianism of Bellevue. 
Tho doctrine that utility ia the sole standard of 
morality to becoming obsolete with an advancing 
ClviH/iiiidn. 

"A word for Bellevue, It to not kind to say that 
Bellevue stabbed the cause of reform; she simply 
deserted it, and the majority of the Eastern colleges 
were prompt to follow, thus turning the desertion 
into a siiccejjsful and respectable retreat. We do 
not blame Bellevtte, she had her living \o make, 
and the new movement cost her neirly half her in- 
come. The real enemy of reform, and the one who 
gave the sorry slab, wa-s the sly old TniversUy of 
New York, ju.st across the way from Bi llrvu*", whn, 
when slie saw her neighbor enter on the rcionu 
ticket, 1 ii:gliri| in her sleeve, lay low, sidd uothing, 
kept her fees down, winked at the boys, and took 
them iu. The result was that, before the close of 
the following session, the I'nivei-sity could show a 
ro:itric>iIation list of seven hundred am! fifi \ students, 
while poor Bellevue had only three hundred and 
fifty. The competition was more than she conld 

Sffinrl; siu' dropped lior < olnr>, and went \vv\ fn 
play her own neighbor at her own game. Is there 
any school in the land which, under the same oir- 
cumstancr^, ^vc puM not have done as Bdlevue did? 
We make grave question of it." 



HnxAiT PABAsrms.— Dr. George Sutton gives, 

through the Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic, the fol- 
lowing iaterestiag XvA, showing the priuoipal para- 
illes which infect the human system: 

Mienyzymr*. — Micrococci: Pri)p!it>ly of gmnfl pnx, 
cow-pox, measles, scarlatina, varicella, erysipelas, 
^nild)I*> gonorrfatea. Bacilli: Probably of typhus 
fever, typhoid fever, tuborculosis, antLrax. leprosy. 
Vibriooes. Fllaria: Probably of elephantiasis. 
8p]rUUttm: Probabljrofrelapdng fever. Bseteria: 
Itebahlx ^ Mpiloemla. 



JSsfaSM. — Vermes— Oestoda: Probably of tenia 

( tliptlci. tenia flavo puuctato, tenia medial aiu !lat;i, 
tenia latus, tenia solium, tenia botbriocephaloii 
eaudatns, tenia bothrioccpbalus latus. Nematode: 
I Prnlmiily oT asrui> lu;ii!)i icoides. ascaris mystax, 
oxyuris vermicularis, lilaria mcdincnsis, doclimius 
duodeaalto, trichocephalns dispar, trichina spiralis. 
Trematoda: Probably of nioiiistoma, distomii. 

JBpii'Mi. — Insects — Acaru.s scabei. — Pcdiuulida ; 
Probably of pediculu8 capitis, pudieutus vestimesti, 
pediculuB tabescentium, pediculus pubis originalis. 
Pules: Probably of pulex irritans, pulex penetrans. 
Ixodla: Probably of Ixodes Americano!, ixodes nu- 
marias, ixodes crc uatus. 

Uiul/ubt&d Vegetable ParatitM and their Di»e(mii. — 
Microphites — Achorion sdlOnleinli : Probably of 
farus. Trichophyton tonsurans: Probably of 
pomgo scutulata. Microsporon audouini Proba- 
bly of porrigo decalvans. Microsporon racDlagro 
phytee : Probably of mentagra. Microsporon fur- 
f ur : Probably of tinea chloasma. 



Tbb AnoaTiKo or Tvthdid Pbvbr. — Dr. Thos. 

IT. Carroll, of Bi»/.eiuan, Mont., writes as folltiws 
In your issue of the 10th lost. I noticed a remark- 
able letter from the pen of Dr. J. O. Davy, of 
Springfield, Ohio, in which the writer claims to 
havi: discovered a specidc for the cure of typhoid 
fever. Allow me to criticise a few startling posi> 
lions in the mode of treatment. First : Does Dr. 
Davy presume to prove that he ba-s treated 100 suc- 
cessive cases of typhoid, and not lost a single case? 
Second: How many cases of typhoiil fever have 
convalesced under the treatment mentioned? Third: 
Is it in accordance with the best therapeutic teach 
iugs, or experience of illustri<ms physicians, to 
awaken a patient (from natural sleep) to administer 
"cohothedraj" or any like nostrum? An answer to 
these simple questions will greatly oblige. 

.Vow for the oilier side. First: The temperature 
of room (GO F.) is right. l^ecoml; Quietude is 
necessary. Third: The diet U properly indicated. 
Good. ' 'ne nion- ri flccUon In a linul(;d experience 
of .several years, uuriii;i; wiiicli tune I luive treated a 
great number of cases of typhoid, I have found 
stimulants coatmin Hi aii d during the febrile stage, 
but very useful when temperature has declined. 
The idea of supposing (considering the intestinal 
Ifsinns 'iceurriiig, and constituting as Miey (!o -the 
most formidable cumpliciUions of the disease; that 
"oohothedne" is a speciHc for the dtoease in ques- 
tion, is '^n silly that none hn' a fanatic would ever 
dream of believing it. Typhoid fever is nut a new 
"and unheard-of disease," and no stereotyped plan 
of treatment will ever nvi-x tl.c exigencies of each 
and every case. Treatment must be rational and 
adapted to the needs of the Individual case. 



OiNTMKNTs: TllEIR PREI'AHATIOS.— ,J. A. WC* 

singer, 3L D., Parshallvilie, Mich., contributes the 
foUowingan lids subject: In tlm pceparation of an 
ointmeDt It ia desiimble alweje thet the logndlent* 
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lued be tbonnigblf and uoIfonBly incorporated, and 

that the prfparntion ho neat and pleafiant in appf»ar- 
oQce. These qualiti<^ in a preparaiioa will shape 
the mind of many patients in regard to the tact and 
ability of tfif j'liy^iciun whom tlicy ;.ro oougi:ltiug. 
AjB nearly all country praclitiouers are required to 
dispense their own medicines, it follows that the 
bi 't tli'iil^ of -rt doini? nef(!ss;irily becomes \\ aub- 
Ject of earc'fui study. I desire to say that the best 
method of preparing an Ointment which I have thus 
far employed, and which is not mentioned in the 
text-books on the subject, is %i> follown: Place the 
desired quantity of the base of the preparation, (lard, 
spermaceti, or wax.) in :i lin Imv l ui uiiumci'i should 
idways be dispensed in u tin box), bring it to the 
meitlof point over a stove or spirit lamp, holding 
tlio 1)0\ (in iiu onlinMi V spatula. This done place it 
in a cool place, at the same time add tlie other in- 
gredients as the prescription calls for, stir the mlx- 
ture until it becomes semi-solid. The preparation 
can now be left to itself aa the ingredients are held 
in suspension and at the same tfane ate uniformly 
distributed throughout. It should 1x5 borne in mind 
that in using spermaceti as the base of an ointment, 
oUvtt ofl should always enter into combination, aa 
Ifpsrmaeeii would otherwise readily return to its 
natural state of crystallization. 



Htdkated Oxide ok Iron. — A correspondent 
coirplains of some practical difficulties in preparing 
this antidote to arsenic after the formula by Dr. 
Squibb, as published in our lost issue. He is at a 
losa to understand what is precisely meant by strain- 
ing out the alcohol and w.iti-r, iiud found after 
straining the mixture throuj^h u good uiusliu tttniiucr 
that "there was scarcely anything left upon it." 
The alf ohol reffrrcd to is. of rour«p, that contained 
in the tincture of the chloride of iron, and it is Dr. 
Bquibb b c huracteristlc attentkm to minutla: that 
has bewildered our correspondent. Ninety-nine 
chemists out of a hundred would simply have said 
"Htfaln," and the non technical reader would have 
done so nnd would not liiive been ronfu.^ed by the 
reference to ihe minute quantity of alcohol. After 
a th<»ough straining of the precipitate a second 
stralnini: with frenh water would he a .sufflcient 
washing, as the amount of chloride of ammonium 
left after this would aearoely interfere with the 
antidotal properties of Ihe iron. 

The small amount of the oxide saved by our cor- 
respoDdent was. doubtless, doe to the eoarsenasa of 
tiM lextuxe of his atitfner. 



Amei»itie.s or ANcrEs r Mkuicm, .ToruN.vLS.— 
A. bibliiipbile who has been rambling through liia 
older books and journals, baa oommnnieated to the 
Midland Medical Mii5cellany some remarkable quota- 
tions, the tendency of widdt Is to show that the last 
half century has witnessed quite a chunge in the 
form of medical journal amenities. As an illustra- 
tion witsoss the followiug reference by tl>e Lancet 



ICAL A&E. 

I (in 1838) to a rival journal: "A friend of outs waa 

sitting latelj' in Callow & Wit«on'<? readinfj room, 
when ttiat facetious Wight, Joe Burns, entered, and 

I took up the first weekly txeretetnct of MtLwS* 
Yf.i.i.ow Fr\ra <,hf had just raised it to reading 
dLstance, when be suddenly removed it from the 

! neighborhood of his olfactory organs with a gesture 

' and exprr=^ion nf f ,( e indirnting strong disgust. 
Joe was u-ikcd what he had got there. 'A bat's 

' was the short reply, affording an unexpected 

conflrmatlon of ,the naturaf.si's remark on the hat: 

! 'Alvi d^icUonet in hot gemre J'ttiort Iwnibibi iiabuU* 

In referinu' I t other rivals the same journal, now 
i 80 eminently proper in its utterances, remarked: 
I "Some despicable imitations of the Lancet have 
arisen, »tuiil\ and become extinguidied. OlIU or 
I two are still emitting a like fsBtor." 
I 0 ttutpitra, O mmrt] Fortunately other timea and 
I other manners have oome. 



; E.vi'ERT Testimony. — The .\lieni«it and Neurolo- 
; gist gives, an amaug the last wt>nLs of the late Dr. 
H. B Wilbur, superintend'^nt of the New York 
.\syliiin for Tdiiit.s. ilie followini: i-ioid of e.xpert te* 
timouy: Expert te^rthauuy hhould he the colorless 
light of scienoe, brought to bear upon any obm 
where it is summoned It. -tliould be impfirtinl, un- 
prejudiced, 'i'here should be no half truths uttered, 
I and suppression of the whole truth is la Hie nature 
!' of fuUe te^itimolly." 

It would be ditUcult to define more clearly or 
I more oompreheusively what Is required of the ex- 
port w!fne559. A rigid application of this rule would, 
however, so limit the number of such witnesses aa 
I to make it dilBeult to secure enough to go round. U 
j is, moreover, a direct hlow at one of the most 
j highly-prized privileges of the average doctor, viz., 
the privilege of posing before Ihe public as an expert 
on the witneas stand. 

To CuBASi A CATUKtBR.— A Correspondent ot the 
Lancet gives the follovring as an exodlent meana of 

cleaning a c;t''ii ii r: Ttike a cork, more conicid than 
those commonly u^d. and bore in it a hole of pro- 
per rise longitudinally through the oeolre. Pasatiie 
I catheter tlirough tlii.x, fix the eurk into tlie fjii* of ac 
! 'ordinary' water pipe (the hot water one being prefer- 
' able) and turn on the water. The force of the water 
through the CAtheter in tliu^ greatly increased; suffi- 
ciently so to ensure a thorough cl^Misiog. 



The North American Review for September is an 

admirably constitute ? i.nmhcr, whether we rcgaid 
1 the timeliness and importance of the subjects pre- 
> sented. or the eminent competence of the authora 
; chosen for their discussion. First comesi "Slate 
I HeguhUioQ of Corporate Profits," by Chief-Justice 
I T. H. Oootey, of Michigan. John A. Kasson, H. 
: C, writes on "Municipal Keform." and offers sug- 
I gwtions for the abatement of the evils of misgOTem- 
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neat in our great munlcipAlities. Kichard Graat 
WMto tnata of "Claw DbtineUoni in tlie United 

St!ite-«." "Shooting at Sight." ia the subject of some 
pcrliaeat reOectlons by James Jackson, Chiof- 
Juatice of the State of Geofgia. In "Facte about 
the Caucus juul tlio Priiimry," George Walton Green 
unveils the tricks practiced by political maoagcrs in 
large citlee. The well-known Engliah eisayist, 
W. H. Mallock, contribtiit'^! "Conversations with a 
Solitary." in which ho sets forth with mnch 
'ngenuity the argumente advene to popular govern- 
ment. The Rev, Dr. D. S. Phclaa contributes an 
article sparkling with epigrams, on the "Limitations 
of Preethinkiug." Finally, Grant Allen, the moet 
charming of all living writers on natural history, 
diecounee on "An American Wild Flower." Pub- 
Uahed at 80 Lafaijelte Place, New York, and for sale 
by all bookaeUers lenerally. 

Drs. Alfred 8till6 and D. Hayes Agnew, of Phila- 
delphia, have published cards in the Medical News, 
of that city, in which they refer to Dr. Samuel M. 
Miller in tnns far from complimentary. The ring 
of their communications is very similar to that of 
those which we sometime ago published from Dr. J. 
M. DaCosta, on the same individual. The audacious 
Miller must, unless he is pachydermatous (which 
we fear he is), soon begin to realize that crooked 
paths are hard to traveL Drs. Stille and Agnew 
have been granted a preliminary injunction re 
straiuiug Dr. Miller from Ibo further sale of hid 
t)ook, and the right of lecturers to sole proprietor-* 
ship in their lecturr><; as delivered before classes will 
?oon be passed ui>oik 

The Polyclinic: Not the tirst lime, by twenty 
oenttttlsal The following Is tn the Medical Times 
and Gazette, of April 7fh, 188!?, taken from t!ie 
Lyon Med.: "The little son of my porter having 
fallea ill, I inquired abottl him, and iMtned that he 
■vas besQi; attended by a doctor who lived a long 
way off, although one resides on the premises. £x- 
preedngniyittrprlae, thefatliereaid 'well, what ia 

V. fcc done. M is. prrh ip^. n good doctor, but 

I have no coofldeuce in him.' llow so7 'Wtiy, 
yo^ see,' replied the porter, lowering his yotoe, 'He 
gives advice gratis,' " 

The following, from the Talmud, is more terse: 
'Afjradlm^gaa bim'gan shaveh.' which Is Arabaic, 
and beini^ iuterpreltd, mcAncth 'The physician who 
cures for notliing is worth notiiing.' Similarly, in 
'King Leat^ we have:— 

•' Ktnt. This noUiln.tr, f.-r.!." 

" 'FocL Tlieu 'tis like the voice of an unfee'd 
lawyer.'" 

Dr. John H. Rauch, the energetic secretary of the 
Illinois State Board of ileultb. not cunhnit with 
overseeing the sanitary condition of. and dealinir nut 
confusion to quackery in. his own stale, \xm ven- 
tured down South, where he has volunteered infor- 
aiation to the sanitary aulhoritie'^ in T^ouisiana. The 
'tttter have not taken it kindly, and liavo addressed 
a oommaDleatioii on the aabjeet to the Governor of 



Louisiana, in which they request that official to re- 
quest the Obvemor of lUlnoIa lo request Dr. Raueh 
to atiqr al bosie tod mind Us own bastoeaa. 

Dr. Pollak, whose resolution? nskin^ fm a n vision 
of the Code of Kthics threw such consleruatioa into 
the Cleveland meetlof . Is out with a reply to the 
^tatenu'iit of the J^t. Louis Mcdicsil Society that he 
bad no authority from it to introduce such rosoiu* 
' tlons. The question seems to have resolved itself 

I into one of veriidty between Dr. Polluk and the 
society. The action of the society, we think, gave 
; Dr. F^llak a sufficient warrant for his procedure, 
but subsequently repenting of this action the so- 
ciety seems now to be crawdshing out of it on tech* 
nkalitlea. 

The Qulndoglst, for August, states that a 

sprightly lady friend who had been scanning Dun- 
glison and studying the metric system, sententlously 
remarked the other day that "a decagramme of pro- 
phylaxifi is to be preferred to a hectogramme of 
j therapeusis." We are sorry to say it, but it is our 
I opinion that the Quinologist's sprightly lady friend is 
I a plagiarist. A "s. I. f. ' of ours made precisely the 
I same ob««>rvation, and we published it over a year 
' ago. Perhaps, however, it is another case of "QU' 
conadoiia abaorptlott.*' 

The Itcport of the Eye and Ear Department of 
I St \r>.ry « Hospital and St. Mary s Free I<>ye and 
Ear Iiihrniary, of Detroit, fur the year ending June 
' 1,1883,1ms been received. In the absence of tbe 
j Surgeon, Dr. Kutjene Smith, on liis European tonr, 
the report has been prepared by Assistant Surgeon 
Dr. John Chase. It shows a total of 1.916 eiye 
I cases treated and 172 major operations. Of diseases 
' of the ear there were SOit cases and 16 operations. 
\ This important charity has a strong hold on thf 
I public support and profcasbnal confldeoce. 

The men midwivc5< in the time of Mauriceau 
j dressed dirtily, wore long and stra^liog beards, and 
I madethomselves as unatf raetive as posaible. to avoid 
j exciting the jealousy of the husteuids. His modern 
< descenduut is the pink of perfection as regards neat- 
I ncia and dreaa. Husbands are no longer jealous of 
j him, as vaginal examination^; arc quite in the order 
I of the day. The vsgina has, in fact, come to be a 
kind of toy-shop for all sorts of extraordinary in- 
struments. 

The newspapers contain a report of the death »jf 
Dr. ItcH, a young Chicago physician, of "facial car- 
buncle." Before any disease further than a slight 
pimple was noiieeut>le, lie .sai I to liavc puHed a 
hair from his muusluchc, and on inspection of its 
root, he diagsosed his' ease and predicted that his 
1 death would occur within the lime at which it actu 
ally took pUicc. No report of the iuiorei>ting case 
has as yet appeared In the medical journals. 

I M. Diday gives in Lyon Medicale what ho regards 

\ m an Infallible method in determining; the diagnosis 

i iMtween true stricture and spasm of the urethra. 

1 When liie end of iho soaad ia In contncl with tbe 
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eoDttrieted portion be enddealy asks the patient, 

"how long is it since you liave b«en with a woman?" 
If it U i» simple spa&m the sound immediately eaten. 
The rationale of thia procedure ia sot diaOUMed and 
must be left for conjecture. 

"Doctor," said tlie suare traveling reprcacQtHtive 
of a wtiolesalc drug bouse, "I would ask jour at* 
tentlon to our preparation of burdock seed. Have 
ynii had any experience io tlic us(> of thus drug?" 
'•Expcrlt.-nco in the use of the rio<'li8? Woll, I should 
say I had You can't teach me anything about 
doi ks: 1 know nil nbout 'cm — bunlock, yellow dock, 
and — and— opodfldoc. and all the rest of 'era." 

The- English physicians on duty in Alexandria, 
and wlio have had experience in Asia, as well as the 
Indian doctors who have seen cases tn the present 
Egyptian epidemic, are reported as saying that the 
disease is not Asiatic cholera. Although it is e<)ually 
fatal where il prevails, it is thought that the danger 
of its spread to the west is not so great as if the dis- 
ease were of the true Asiatic type. 

Dr. .1. S. liillings, \'. S. A., lias declined the ap- 
pointment to the cliair of hygiene tendered him by 
the authorities uf the .ToIuh Hopkin'^ University. 
He prefers to maintain bis army connection which 
affords him the opportunity of gratifying hia taate 
for hnok'' in thr Hhniry nt W:i?<hinglon. Tlje pro- 
fession arc to be congmtulateii ou his devision. It 
woold be no easy matter to nipply Dr. Billings' 
pieaent place. 

A woman went to nii honest doctor "nut west"' for 
s«>methiug for her husband s rheumatism. The doc- 
tor wrote her a pneeription laying: "Get that pre- 
pared nl tbr dnij^ Store iind rutj if well into your 
husband's back. If it does him any good come and 
lell me. I've got a touch of rbeunkatiam niyaelf." 

The Cincinnati Bounl of Health consists of «>ne 
doctor, of questionable standinir nmong his brethren, 
and five saloon Iieepers. The health officer's pre- 
vious business caused him to loolc after the souls 
rather than the bodies of men. Tins nioili y Lrrmip 
may do well enough for Porkopolis, but il would 
hardly bt^ such a board of hMltb as an educated, re- 
fined or intelligent community would elect. 

Dr. D. Clark, of liockford. lU.. writea to the 
Medical Record that he carrleahia clinical thermom- 
eter in \\\^ pantaloons pocket, and usually makes the 
lefi-hand poclcei the receptacle. The selection of 
the pocket doubtless depends upon eireumsiances 
which he d<jes not think il neci s^ury (o mention. 
He, however, vouches for the fact that the ther- 
mometer is least liable to breakage when in a pant*, 
loooa pocket 

A uuml)er of young mm in Cincinnati have or- 
gaoized a society which they have called the "Drake 
Medical Society," in honor, doobtlesa, of aome dia- 
tinguishcd ilortitr of tli it narnr The Mrtltcal and 
Surgical Iteporter, however, cuuuol resist the temp- 
tation to say that tbl« ia an evideooe of more quack, 
trg in the pmriTcssion. 



I The valne of the horses of this ooontiy is esti- 
mated at $800,CKM),000, and the annual loss arising 
I from lack of sound advice and treatment is placed 
! at $15,000,000. The figure* are a strong argument 
! foryoongmen to devote themselves to veterinary 
surgery. All things considered this is a more prom- 
j iaing financial field than the medication of the huoiac 
I animal. 

i A correspondent who is doing a good Country 
practice in Ohio <ic-ir( * t.> negullate with some n?- 

. sponsible man wiili a viuw to securing a succe&sor, 

f His terms would be very ea.sy to the riglit kind of a 
man I/'tffrs Hd'ln"*«'^l to ■•Medicu.-^"" in care o£ the 

I -Meuu m- .Vi.i, wiii 1h< torwardi'ii to liira. 

The .Vui^lralasian Medic-il Gazette, in an article oc 
; British and American diplomas, aaya "the highest 
(HKiliflffifion attriinshle fhw (AmericM) i? thnf nf the 
Bellevue Medical College, of New York." This is 
I but another illustration of the fact that It is neoes* 
lary to go away from home to team the newa. 

' Dr. Eugene Smith, Professor of Ophthalmology 
and Otology io the Detroit Medical College, has re- 

I turned from bia tour of the British and BorOfiean 
centres. lie is in flnp mndition physirnlly, havin? 

] fully recovered from tlie effects of the overwork 

I from which be suffered before hia vneatloa. 

1 The pnfeasion of Winnipeg have been trying to 

rnnvincc thorn. selves that u medir.il rulleire is i\ Tung- 
felt waul iu that city. Probably the reccot bursting 
I of the apeculation bubUe up there maj have the 
effect of lidding their minds of this insane notion. 

Luke Monsehicmagunticjocknabmakantajus, ii; 
I Maine, wauta to become a summer resort. The 
' Inrnkeman will begin to aoaounoe the name on leav- 
ing the preceding staUon. Do tdl all the gync- 

coloffists. 

Dr. L. McMurtry has retired from the editor- 
ship of tlie Loulavitle Medical News. His place has 

been taken by Dr. H A. Cottdl, who formerly 

served in tlie ^iinie capacity. 

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes declares that the 
great sscrsc of sueoess in every form of quackery is 

hope kept alive in the patient: while the tOO fhtal 
> gift of science is a prognosi.s of despair. 

"Filter and boil recommended as a housewife's 
marim, during the prevaleoce of an epidemic In 
' com m unities drawing th^ water supply from 

! wells. 

J. B. Lippinoott i3c Co. announce that the third 
volume of Agnew's Surgery, which brings this great 
work to a doss;, will be ready on Septeadwr let. 

! _ 

I 

I ATasATHBOM OuHUHuorns Ktk. Bjr J. tkMlbert Weti*. 
F. B. C. 8.. Doctor of Medlelne ot the ITaivetrily of Bdln- 

' baqtfa; Profe«KNr o( OpMlMdSBOloay ot Kior'* Oolteae, 
Loodoo; Ophthalmic ^Wfeon to Klar'<< Oon«g« Hospital: 
and SunreoD to the Koyal I»adon Opitthalinic HoapiteL, 

I MoortWIda. Fourth Atuarioui frou tbv third EukIUi sdi- 

i tion, with ooptooe addltiOBS by CHariss 'Btsdiuii Bull. A « 
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Cblldren. 

Illustruttil with tw'thuadred and fifty -shx.'h 'MiKravinif); 
on WKD.j aud six eotoml plates. To^«tl)er vitta aelectiona 
fi i .iii tti- Test Types of Pn>f. A. K .Jaeger MhI Plrof. 
Saelien. i:>ctavo, pp. 840. thrice $«i.SO. 

Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea*« Son ft Oo. 

Defrnlt: Inhn Wiilroune 

Tho prcscDt edlUoa of Ibis classic wurk folluw!> 
the previoiis edition with a space of ten than three 
years interveniug. The ailvances in ophthnlinrilogy 
which have been made in lUis time have been added, 
tb«M additions rather ttwn aoy cliangcs in the 
text constituting llic difTercncc between this and the 
previous edition. The lue of a new and oondeoaed 
type, which U very clear and frateftal to the eye. has 
permitted the additions without an increase of size. 
The ool/ addition to the koowled'^c touching dis- 
aaaea of the eye, and which does not appear in the 
preeent edition, is tbat which pertains to the treat- 
ment of trachoma with the jequirily bean. The 
ob!icrvation<) on this subject were made after the 
HS. of the work had lieen placed in Ijrpe. Attention 
b caTIeil lo tliis nmi>sii>n in the preface. 

.Vuy critical review of this work is quite uncalled 
for. It liaa been too loos before the profeenon. and 
is by common consent par fX'-i'Usnee the treatise on 
ophthalmology. It is, moreover, such a work m the 
general practitioner, as well as the specialist, finde 
readable. The American cflltor has by no mfnns 
been only a proof reader, liis additiooA are valuable 
and esp««iall7 adapt the woric to the wants of the 
American pmffssion. 

The volume before us is in. the half- Russia, library 
binding which the publlshen have within ibe past 
few years introduced. The merhnniral execution 
of the work is simply perfect, according to the ac- 
cepted standard of perfection in these matters. 

Til* C'tji.i.E4 iivE l!4vt».sTiaAriox or DiPHTiuatii, AttConduct- 
«xl by ttie ThL-rapt-utic Gaxetti'. Detroit. Mlch|f|aii« With 
■editorial Summary, by .T. .1. MulberoD. M. D. 
Pages lai). Price in paper 75 eeiit«; in flexible cloth $1; 
in boarda |1.SB. Otorgo B. Davia, Uedlcal PubUator, 
DetraiCt HiclilgBn. 

The alwve emlmdies the flist attempt at the ool. 

Rclive lnvt\sti_i^iitinn of dis^fase in thiscnuntry. It 
cooaists of the leplies of one hundred and eight 
leading praetitlonen. representing twenty-four stales 
of the Union, und llic Dnrnininri of Canada, to the 
following eight practical qucslioos touching diph- 
theria : 

1. What is your opliiioii in regard to tiiC loca] or 
constitutional treatment of diphtheiiaY 

S. On what clinical facts, observed by you, do 
you hmc your opinion? 

3. What is ^our opinion an to the conlagiousaeas 
of diphtheriaf 

4. What facts la your expeiienoe bearing upon 
this question? 

5. What microacopleal eiaminatioo, if any, have 
you made of the dipbtheritic membfiae? 



6. What measttres. If any, have you adopted by 
way of prophylaxis, and what sucoess baa attended 

those efforts? 

7. What local treatment have you found most 
cflicacious? 

s. WImt general treatment has been most success- 
ful in your buod^? 

As might naturally be exprcte<l from the moot 
nnMjrc of some of these quel's >n>^. the answers 
i Lviuce ii diversity of opinion on i-iHiie poinlf*. The 
! e<liJor in summarizing the replies endeiivors to In- 
tniilnec under each bend a harnioni/t?^!; element. 
1 Tile judgment passed on bis attempt will neccssjirily 
I bit influenced by the prior convictions of the one 
I pn<'«nif' it. Ill-, hnwever. ^n^gests thoughts which 
may be considered with profit. 

The characteristic of the work Is Its very practical 
nature, sind no one will he able to read the replies to 
these practical questions from practical men with- 
out great beosdt, nor without being impressed wltb 
the great good which is po<^il>1i' under this system 
of investigation. We think it safe to affirm that a 
more valuable contribution to tbe litemtttie of diph- 
theria than is embodied in these r^Ues. has iiotap* 
pcared for a very long lime. 



Hospitol No(«»~>Hnr)M r Ho»plta1, Detroit, 

Mich. 

SICBVICE OK II. O. WALKKR, M. U.* 

Jtajtiii Li{hoiritjg,—Thi» patient aged 88, farmer by 
occupation, flrst came under my obserradon day be- 
fore yesterday (April 24, 1KS3). through the kind- 
ness of Dr. Brardsl«y, of Armada, Mich., giving 
Uie following history: Six years ago he had a 
sudden attack of pain in the region of the Ii'ft 
kidney extendiug down to the left groin and testicle, 
which lasted for several hours. 

Attacks of this character followed at intervals of 
every few months until two years ago when he ob- 
served the passage of a small calculus, this being the 
only time lliat he had noticed anything like the pas- 
sage of gravel. Usually during these attacks ttiere 
would be more or less bfematuria. The bladder 
^mptoms did not show up until about a year ago, 
since which time they have steadily inrroised. being 
principally pain following urination (which has been 
quite frequent of late) and oftentimes a sudden stop- 
pa^e of the stream. \ sudden Step, or riding in a 
wagon would cause pain. 

With this train of symptoms, it was quite reason- 
able to suspect a foreign hod} in the bladder, which 
I readily detected with the searcher. 

Blnce coming lo the hospital he liaebeen subjected 
to preparatory treatment, in the way of diluent 
driukii, alkalies, and quinine. This morning he re- 
ceived a thorough cathanls with sulph. magnesia, 
followed by a copious warm water enema. 

Wliile the patient i-, lioing put under ether, you 
will readily notice tlie audible click of the searcher 

' I'mfe^Jsor of ( ►rtlii>j«Hlu- Siiiv>-:y. DlwMes of the <ifUito. 
urickary Sy^le(n and Clinical Hurf^^iry iu the Detroit .Modicai 
Collcfe. 
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in contact with the stone, the only posUiTe 
diagnosis of stooe in the bladJer. Followiog 
directtona, the patient has not passed bis urine for 
two hours, leaving a sufficient quantity in the 
bladder for manipulation of our lithutritc. The 
seizure of the atone, you observe, is quite easy, 
indica'ing its diameter to be about three-quarters 
of an inch. After opening and shutting the jaws of 
the instrument a half a dozen times, the calculus is 
mflldently pulverized to admit of the use of the 
evacuator, using: a Xo. 20 F. curved eVHCUatiog tube 
and readily removing the fragments. 

[TIm stone, of the pboepbatic ▼nrfety, weighed 
55 grtins. Time of npiration, 3i> minutes. 
The patient loft the hospital on the fourth day 
followfaig the operatl<m. with entlte relief of pievi* 
ous symptoms, the temperttttie only rising on the 
second daiy to 99 .] 

Chronic Diteate of the KnteJoint—Aiiiintt^ttion, 
JbtfMSfy.— Harry H., aged H, printer, on a morning 
paper, has suffered for a nnmlmr of years with 
trouble of the left knee-joint, following his occupa- 
tion until a short time previous to his admission to 
the hospital. May 1. Father died of consumption, 
mother of fibroid tumor of the uterus. Can give 
no cause for trouble in the joint. Has been treated 
by the applicrttion of a plaster cast to the leg and 
wearing an elevated nhoe on the well foot, using at 
the same time crutches. There was at onetime a 
reasonable prosp«'( t of recovery, hut the necessity of 
following his iivoLJiiion. together with irregular hab- 
its, undoubtedly militated much against it. 

Ills admission to the liospital was f. 'f tin' purpose 
of the relief of a large ab.scess exti^iuiiug up the 
thigh. The abeoess wat opened amiseptictdlj and n 
lari^i'-siz d driun;ip' tuh( introduced; an attempt 
had, huwevvr. been previously made to remove the 
fluid by tlie aapirator, nsing the largest slie needto. 
This f:iilt'(l iti conecquencc of its thickness, a fre- 
quent cause of failure in the use of the aspirator. 
The leg was then pat up in ptaster, and an open- 




Wm. t. 



ing m«dc opposite the drainage tube. 

May 3, — Temperature 103 ; cavity thoroughly 
washed out wiii> carbolaled water. 

May 8.— No material cliaage; treatment continued 
irith the addition of quinitie. 

May 13. — Plaster removed when it was found that 
the pus had burrowed up along the mosclcB, and 
counter openings were made to ullow for th<iro'iL'h 
drainage and the leg put up in an anterior swing- 
ing hplint. The cavity was thoroughly washed out 
with a sub. nit. bismuth solution. 

May 16. — The patient has suffered intensely with 



clonic spasms of the muscles of the leg, dnoe the 
removal of the plaster c&at. 

May 17. — ^The leg was again put up in plaster, 
as seen in Fig. 1, the plaster extending from the 

toes to just Ijflow the knee, and then applied on the 
thigh sufUciently far down so as not to occlude the 
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openings made for drainage. These were tiien held 
firmly in place, so as to prevent any motion at the 
knee-joint, by strong iron splints attached at^ther 
end to perforated zinc, and after extension and 
counter-extension being made, were fastened in 
I place by a few turns of a narrow plaster buudagc. 
I The leg was then suspended, as seen in figs. 2 and 
' which are cuts of a very admirable method for the 
I treatment of compound fractures. These splints 
I are ca.sily made at trifling cost, and save a vast 
. amount of labor and anxiety to the surgeon, where 
j it is necessary to treat open wounds in the vicinlOr 
j of a joint. When extension and roiinter-extensinn 
( is desirable, the screw, as observed in flg. a c. can 
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be added. The open space ut the knee gave us a 
fine opportunity to dress it. I wouM here stale that 

the siirrtirt's of the tiliin unci femur n\ their end"" 
' were di:>cascd, as indicated by the probe and mani- 
J pulation. 

' The application of this splint alTr)rded imme diate 
relief of pain. From this date our patient materially 
improved until June 1st, when he began to fail. I 
then pii jL;f'-t<(l cither resection or amputation, 
whichever 1 might decide upon after explora- 
tion. He strenuously opposed any operative pro- 
cedure until .Ttini' IMth, when he conseiiicil, mul, 

i OS hin general cutuli lion was bad, I concluded that 
thecbMoes would be in favor of amputation; in 

I fact, the inroads of disease at the articular ends was 

I such as to preclude resection. The amputation wns 
made at the jiinetion of the middle and lower thiril 
(circuhir melhud). From this date he made a good 
recovery and left the hospital July 17 with the 
stump nearly healed. 
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RooMD Shouldebs.— "RuuDii bhuuldcrs" i& a 
very prevaTent deformity, and Is, witha), one to 

which sur^i onH hitve generally consltlert'd il un- 
neceasary to pay any atteotion. This lack of scien 
tifle attention fa to be deplored, not only oq 
hygienic, but also oa {esthetic grounds. Dr. Chas. 
P. Stillman communicates to the Medicnl Record of 
the 25th ult., a very timely article on the subject in 
wftioh he discusses the niiaioinictil and physiological 
dinTactcriHtic s of Ihe deformity :i.s a basis of its 
treatmiDt. Tlu- spine is a columa composed of 24 
Wgments, upon which rests the head, and to this 
column in its <lor-a1 position if atiachtil the thorax, 
and secoudarily, ilie upper extn'niitics. The normHl 
line of the spine is u compound curve, and it is re- 
tained in this «tia|ie l>y musclt s (lispos-t rl al .nj; its 
course, acting m do the niays to a ina.Ht, and oppos- 
ing the efTuct of the weight of the bead «• a coastant 
gravital force lo iru rt i'-e (he ciirvf'<?. Winn the 
norniul degree of louicity dutjj uul cxjiii iu tiiese 
niusc'Ies tbia increase iu iJiu curves is f >und. and h) 
furilRT o.xnpiTfratcd in the rciriuii of th" im k and 
ahouUlcrs l)y a tendency of ll)e upper exiremitiea 
and thnimx forward, and by tbia forward teuueucy 
We f»h*nin thf mnlnirtoij fhesf, Ihe •'pread inn! pro 
truded shoulder blades, and the bent and stooping 
ibottldeia — ^all cbaractcrietic of tin deformity in thia 
region. Tlio ol»jcct <>f treatment is inuuifesdy to 
restore the normal curvature of the ttpiue, and the 
means which he employs to this end are oonaidered 
under two heads — mechanical and pliy-irul. The 
mechaoioU irualmeot vuniiiata ia ibo use of properly 
derued apparatus for tbe tvatoration and retention 
of the normal curvature.und the nicclianical proliletn 
this reaolres itaelf ia into the rtiducUoQ of the dor.'>al 
eurte, since the cerrical Mid lumbar w» merely 
compensnloiy ni^ will tend to regulate themselves. 



The physical treatment embrace* the employment 
of such exerdses and movements as will conduce to 
the p. ritiaiK iit cure of the deformity tlirough a 
Btrengtheaiog of tbe muscles, to the weakces-s of 
which tbe dlaturbanoe of the symmetry is primarily 
due. He gives cuts of certain braces which he has 
devised as part of tbe mechanical treatment, hut 
iraportant as this part of treatment doubtless the 
braces must prove very burdensome, and to this ex- 
tent intcrefere with their employmrnt. The (greatest 
gocMl must lie hoped for through the phyijic-ul treat- 
ment, and Dr. Sliliman describes a number of 
movements and exercises of a t^ymnnstic character 
which must commend tbemsclve» to anyone giving 
alti-ntlon to this subject. Ue employs a table, the 
surface of which is so padded or eovered :is to make 
it comfortable to the palienl. l'[wn lUis he places 
the patient lying on his h.u k in such position that 
his shoulders re-t upon thi- end of ihe tattle, the end 
of which comes lu llie ct^utrul dor^^al region, thus 
allowing the head and upper exiremtties to hang 
over. Hy a«<5iiminfr thI.'? position the rliest fnrrcd 
to resume its normal shape, and the shoulder blades, 
which in cases of round shoulder open from each 
other, tend to apprcirh eneh other, as is their 
normal rehitioa. in order to assist this approxima- 
tion of (he shootder blades Ibe patient may clasp the 
hand.s together behind and under him, although at 
Urol h« will find it very dilflcuU aud even 
impossible In some cases, to do this. While 
iiiidt rijnircsz: the process it would appear as if 
the skin and tiisues of the anterior p<u:( of the 
thorax were stretched as much as thdr strncture 
would allow, and thu.'*, posteriorly, the soft parl4 
were reciundaat. While lying in this position, ttie 
general good effect Msy be supplement^ by the use 
of light dumb-bells. As an adjunct to thla labia 
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exerriw. nnd ns nfTordin? a plcasinr^ variofy in thr 
movemeots, the use of the rubber cords may be rec- 
omnended. Of iheae there sboald be two, fattened 
by detacliofl hook?! and slapl^?. to fall in ?nrh n 
maooer as to draw the bauds beyond each other, the 
Teeistance of the muicles to the eontr«ictilUjr of the 
rubber constituting ii most valuable ndjunct for di 
velopiog the cheat, if formulated into a setie$ of 
esereiwa. In cases in which these exercises may 
feem to be unduly fievere. tlic n(>r(.'ss:ii\ strength for 
their succeaiiful use may be d> volo;>ed by leas severe 
exercises. Ooewhtchcmi he s]x-( ially recommended 
for (iiliiT tlun the backward fr:ictiou position, is one 
iu which the chest is expanded by the body falling 
forward as much as the rubber cords gnu^pcd by the 
hands will allow, the feet not being moved, and the 
head prevented from falling forward with the rest of 
the body by means of a wooden bar placed between 
the teeth and connected to a frame by a cord or wire. 
This movement is also very serviceable in strength- 
ening the muscles of the neck. There are also cer- 
tain postures Witidi are of themselves beneficial and 
should be lecommended. The first Is in regard to 
sleeping. The bolster and pillow should be removed 
from their usual plsK i 1 i lie head, and one or 
both placed under the blioulder blades. The stcniul 
is that of reclining (not upon the back, but upuu ihc 
front of the body,) during ilie day, for reading or 
resting, the ptilient lying at full length and n sliriLr 
OQ the elbows. This is a favorite position with 
elilldren, and sbeuld Im anoonn^ed, as, if steadily 
practiced, it is useful a? a preventive of round shoul- 
ders Parents, instead of rebaking their children 
for iissuming this position, shoulil encourage them 
in it. If they could only be made to undt istiiad 
that it is one of the greatest helps to symmetrical 
development, they would intflrpoae leia serious ob- 
' Jedtona to the use of the floor by the diildren. 

EmbtiOS and Bi.KRDt.so. Good Remedies Out 
OK FASiifON. -Dr. ('. J. lliire, President of the 
Metropolitan Coualius Branch of the British Metli- 
cal As:« •ctHtion, delivered at a late meeting an ad- 
dress from which we select some intcrestini; obscr 
vations on emetics auil bleeding. In fonuur litoes 
it was customarjrto commence the treatment of 
many di.<*ea3es by procurint^ vomifing. Although 
such indiscrimiuHto u:*e may invoivc the lulminislra- 
tlon of einciics, when thoy are either unnecessary 
or positively li mnfid, iho lieuetit'! on the wlio!" were 
greater tUau under the preiienl complete disc irdiug 
of such use of them. In the eariy stage of croup 
an emetic of t trtnriz' d rtntirnony may convert what 
had promised to be a very severe casu into one of 
km tluo ordinary severity. In diphtheria, too, 
both in the early sfiijr' and latrr iis an aid to the 
throwing olT of the membrane, emetics are more 
useful than is usually conceded. In suffocative 
bronchitisi, the effect of an emetic is sometimes 
magical. Ammonia and stimulants may do good 
in their way in such caaae. bnt twenty •two gruns of 
ipccic In ;ui ounce of water stituds without a rival 
aa a moaus of relieving the distressing symptoms. 



! There Is a class of rises 5n which thp ri^ht heart 
I is engorged with blood, and iu which the only hope 
I of rescuing the paUent from death is by bleeding. 

The lecturer draws the following illtistration of 
I its value from nature: "A man of middle age has 
I considerable chronic lironcliitia, with some ooogsa* 
tion of the lungs, and, like m.anv other unwise per- 
I sons, he goes to a southern watering place instead 
I of remaining in his room and in a uniform tempera- 
ture. Hi'coming wor^f, he determines to relure. 
. home, and travels on a cold spring day; his dyspnoea 
I is so much worse on the Jonmey tlut his friend and 
fellow-passengers dmiht wliother he will ;vrrive home 
alive; and when his carriage meets him, it is with 
the greatest difflcnlty he is conveyed to his house, 
and got into his drawing room. Yi.u uri; iit otice 
sent for, the message being that the patient is dying, 
and when you arrive you find that that is the fact. 
I lie is sitting in a chair (to lie down is impossible 
j for him), his face is blue and swollen, his lips pur 
I pie, the eyes suffused and staring, his heavy gasping 
breathing you have only too distinctly heard and 
recogni/ed as you ascended the stairs, and when 
you sec him you find his chest heaving, and each 
abort gasping insp:mtion followed by a long whee?.- 
I ing and moaning expiration; his lungs are full of 
' moist sonorous, and mucous and submucous 
I rhouchi, and scarcely a trace of vei^icul;lr respiration 
; to be heard, and he is pul-eless. lie looks to 3'ou 
beseechingly, and gasps uut, iu »careely articulate 
words that he is dying. This Is hut too true. Now. 
the treatment for sfjrli n conflition at tho prewnt 
day is "to pour in stimulants" (though the patient 
can scarcely swallow). Brandy and water nre 
unvcn, and ammonia, and perhaps ether; then, if the 
patient live lung enough to have them made, mus- 
tard poultices are applied to the cheat, and to the 
calves and to the feet, nrid the patient is fanned and 
the patient dies. Something has been done, but 
that which true patholofy-^and. indeed, common 
sense, unshacklerl hj prejudire. custom and fushi ui 
j — would dictate, bus been left undone. Appear- 
' anoes have been saved, but not the pattenl's life. 

I "The fact is, that here the danger lay in the right 

! side of the ln-.tri li iiu i^oi ^'cd with blood, so that it 
j was impossible for its .'stretched and distended walls 
I to contract and to propel forwards the thicic and 
blackened blood. Oh, as you vulue your j iticnl's 
j life, as you value the ble&sed consciousness uf being 
I a minister who has done everything possible for his 
welfare, let me bcu of you not to be contented with 
the futile treatment of to-day; relieve that poor op- 
I pressed distended heart, and all may be well I Open 
! one of tbow veins which are, with every systole of 
j the heart, tending to carry more and more blnod to 
I this already distended right ventricle, and all may 
' yet be well with your patient. Bometlmcs this 
I blood letting, in extreme cases, is no easy matter; 
it may be necessary, before you can effectually open 
Ihe vein, to place the patient's arm in warm water, 
so as sufficiently to dist<>nd the vein; and even when 
the ligature has bceu etlicieully applied, and the vein 
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well opened, yon msiy li;ivc to prcH-^. and prjutczo 
and rub upwards the arm before a drop of the thick 
and tarry blood will flow. But. when U does flow 
nt k'Dfrlh freely, oh. what -x murvclinH chun^a- may 
you see take place! — the breatUlag becomes quiulcr, 
deeper, and Im« noisy, the haggard face rerames the 
appehrtncc of traiKiuilit y, the bliiencs^s of Ihc skin 
is replaced by a more natural tint, the pulse be- 
oomes more and more distinct, and, to a word, the 
cht>ked-U|i h* art is set free. This is uo fancy pic- 
tare. Every word in simple truth, and I appeal for 
eooflnnatioa to the memory of every eeoior member 
present who recollects the vxpericnco of his earlier 
days, and who can also probably toll you the afltr- 
progress of such cases was sometimes almost mirac- 
ulously rapid, so tbat in a few days even the pallenli 
miglit become convalescent." 



Exi'EUiMEN TAi. DiPliTUEiiiA — A Irealisc bturing 
the above title, and written l)y Dr. Ofia ilcubner, 
of Leipi»ic, has lately received the prize given 
by the Empress of Germany for the best essay 
on Ihe mbject of diphtheria. The Luncet gives 
a synopsis of the report of the cuiiunittee 
who awarded the prize. Neither the couiiniltee 
nor tlie author of the work considers that Its 
contents have <?nlvcrl the important question pro- 
pounded. The mcmtwrs of that body have pointed j 
out that thiqr dissent from many of his theories. Init i 
rrcofinlic the cnmplrfcTir-'SR wiih which he has I 
treated the portion of his t*ubject wliich deals with 
praclicat experimenta regarding the aatnro and 
pani'iloL'ic il (levcloprni^nl of the niidady. In his ; 
introdnctory remarks. Dr. Ueubner iieeks to prove 
that the local and general symptoms of diphtheria 
form two distinct elements of the liivoKi', nml ur^'cs 
that, in trying for experimental purposes to bring 
aboat in animals a condition which resembles a 
diphlhcrilir afffctiitn of the Ininian ori;iiii>-ni, no i 
system is i>f real value wUicit does not reproduce in | 
a corresponding manner the membranous formation \ 
so rarely i<li>ieat in cum'S of diphtheria. While ad- 
mitting the identical nature of the results obtained 
by Weigert with corrosive appliiiitions and of the 
local alTeelion tyj)ic.d of diphthiriu. he considers 
that these results are deOcient in practical value by 
xmmn of thedllfcreoce between tbe means employed 
in their produclinn uiul tlio .artive causes of diph- 
thcri.^1 in (he human subject With tlie view, there- I 
fore, uf csUblsHhing artificial diphtliorla in a manner | 
closely roBcmbling Ihe natural p^o(^esi•, Dr. lleulmer 
commenced a scries of experiments foundt d upon 
the rt siilLs obtained l>y Couheim nod Litlen in their 
researches as to the efEecta on varioas parts of the 
animal system of a temporary stoppage of circula- 
tion. The condition induced has been described as 
coagulation-necrosis by Colmhclm and Weigert, and 
nr. !I« idmer arrived at the conviction that diph- 
theria \v:is in reality produced by a local condition 
of tt clia rati <>r analogous to the Intlammation of the 
tissue of the kidneys, etc., remnli d in connection 
with their «xperiiueuts. ilis mellioU of procedure | 



(for wdiich he acknowlcdj^cs Ins indi Itlcdncss in s(tme 
I degree to Professor Cuah^im) consisted iu the appli- 
eaiion of a thread Ugature to tbe arlaary bladder of 
u r iTdtil in such a way as to produce a temporary 
I but complete stoppage of circulation. A conaider- 
. able portion of that section of the work which deals 
with Dr. Hcubner's own experiments i« devottd to 
I the description of the various appearances presented 
by the organ in question upon the animals being 
killed at periods varying from twenty four to 
seventy-two hours after the performance of the op- 
eration referred to. In Ids general comparison of 
these appearances with thOSC which att<-nd diph> 
tbtria in the human oiigaoii^m. Dr. lleubncr alludes 
to the simultaneous process of necrosis and of swell- 
ing in finding a pwallei in tlie diphtheria which at 
! times accompanies scarlet fever rather than in the 
primary form of the disease. This fact he ascribes, 
liowever, to the exigencies of tfie case, which in- 
volve the ''toppn^e of circulation in the t'nlirc wall 
of lUe orgau expcrimeuted upon, l-'rom iliis he 
argues that, were the mucous tissue exclusively sub* 
I jeeicd i() llic intlucnces referred to. an isolated alTec- 
I tiou would l)e produced of an identical character 
with that of primary diphtheria in the haman sub- 
ject. In one of his experiments such a result was 
really attained. Ho further maintains that, if by 
the aetton of oold or other eauaos a stoppage of cir- 
culation for two hours were produced in the most 
superficial portions of a mucous mcmbraue, tliere 
would Iw seen an exudation of a croupy description 
u tlay or two later, thc^e limit.'-* of time correspond- 
ing with those which were found to regulate the 
progress of the experiments carried oat by Dr. 
Heubner himself. In the sultHtiiULtit [lortlons of 
the work the question of the general dtpbtberilic 
infection la treated, and the relations of the poison 
of the disease to the local nu mbranous formation is 
discussed. In recording its dissent from varioue 
theories propounded by Dr. Heubner. tlw committee 
expresses its opinion tliat the cx]U'rimental results 
described in his treatise may be found of practical 
value, though pcrliaps not without certain modiflea* 
tions in the delxuls of his mode of procedure. The 
second portion of the work deals, amongst ottier 
matters, with the results obtained by the inirodne- 
tion into the animul .syi^tem of diphtheritic matter 
from the human aubject. With this part the com- 
mittee do not see their way to express concurrence, 
their «leciHion haviug been given from an apprecia- 
tion of the earlier portion of the tieatiso, to which 
detailed reference has been made. 



The Oausks op Sterility. — Dr. .1. Matthews 
Dimcan in his Gulstonian lectures: "it is scarcely 
au exaggeration to suy that, in recent practical 
works on sterility, there is exhibited entire ignor- 
ance or entire neglect of the laws of fertility. Every 
woman from fifteen to forty-five is regarded as 
likely to breed. If she be sterile, a cure is at once 
.H't (tijoing; :!n<1, if a child be not born, the failure is 
not debited to the nature of the case, but to the 
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want of ingenuity in tlie doctor. A reput&tioa for 
curing sterility is spoken of u if it were founded on 
Bul)stiitiiiiil claims. The iircvaleiil iiKllidds of cur- 
ing sterility are founded on an implied llieury tbat 
It in most caies aiisw from impediment* in tbe way 
of llie spermatozoa rcacliini: the ovum. Without 
■ufflcienl eridenoe, stricturus are aaaumed to exUt, 
tcirions Mtd flexions of tlie womb are lietd m to dis- 
tort the interior pfiKSHge as to prevent progress of 
the spermatozoA, cervical cat&rrh is believed to atop 
tbem by meclianical olMtmcAion or by diemicaliy 
poisoning them; and for tlicsc real or imagined evils 
Bterilc women are made tbe subject of treatment. It 
is the tlicory of meduuaiGal obstruction that, by iu 
rimpiicity and dircctncsa, has possessed (be proft^- 
slon and the public; and accordingly many opera- 
tions and mo4liflcations of operations, and very 
many iiisinimonts, have been devised to do away 
with the obstruc tion. The theory has had rciii 
rational support iu llie fact that dysmcnorrha'a uf u 
•pnniodie liind does, as already shown, frequently 
accompany the sterility, and in the supposition that 
tlie muui obstruction which causes sterility by im- 
peding the entniiicL- of semen, causes also dysmenor- 
rhoea by impeding lUc ^xit of menstrual hlood, or 
tiee veraa. It has had still more satisfactory support 
in tlie observation that the cure of the dyamenorrhfra 
does occasionally bring with it cure of the sterility. 

"The very zeal with which the mechanical theory 
of aterility bss lieeo fostered, and its treatment in 

many ways pur^uc^^. ba.s led to it.s present decadence, 
sad there is now iocreitBed atteotion paid to other 
depftrtmeots of fertility nod conception. Especial ly 
and justly, the difficulties of natuniily htiiriin>i und 
healthily continuing pcegoaacy are brought promi- 
nently into view. Tbe meehaoical obetroetion 
tlieory has l«egun to shrivel, because of tbe impres- 
sion produced by the enormous, though inexactly 
ascertained, proportion of the failures of tbe at- 
tempts to cure founded on it. Even tbe ignorant 
sterile woman couhl see that, if the theory of causa- 
tion were true, there was an easy and plain tht- ory 
of cvirc; and tlMy could also see that the failure of 
the so-called cure was prejudicial to, if not destruc- 
tive of, the theory. Tbe importance of the difllcul- 
tles of pregnancy now brought into prominence will, 
on arcotint of its great reconditeness, be received 
with no euihusia-sm, such as welcomed tbe obstruc- 
tion tbeory ; and the physicians who entertain it can 
offer no such brillinnt prp«pr>rt9 nf cnrt' to their con- 
fiding patients. U is, however, a decided Step of 

pnogfesB in a subject of great pcactlcable import- 
ance. 

" It la in Germany that this department of sterility 
bas lieen chiefly studied, and Orttnewsldt, of St. 
FMersburg, is Its best exponent. Recognizing the 
importance of this work, I take the liberty of using 
it to show the great incompleteness of even tbe most 
advanced accouuts of the subject. For Qriloewaldt 
sterility is truly never a disease, but a symptom of a 
disease. Nature has, he says, act no limits to female 
breeding otber tban tbe natural cliaitgei in Hm teiual 



organs that are observed in tbe senile state. Sterility 
is one of tbe most frequently oceorriog dlsturliances 

of function caused by disuse of feui ile sexual 
organs. In these views, and his whole work, it is 
implied tbat sterility depends on dieease of tbe 
sexual orgau''. including chiefly endometritis, meso- 
methtia, perimetritis and parametritis. Tbe diffl- 
eultles of oonoeption, he says, have only a slight im- 
portance compared with the disorders of the more 
important vital processes of pr^naocy, and these 
ffisovderh affect chiefly the tissues of the uterus." 



The DirnTHEBu MiCRocot era.— In response to 
the request of a reader we reproduce the conclusions 
of Wood and Formad's experiments as reported to 
the Ntilional Board of Health: 

"1. Tbe micrococci of diphtheria do not clifTor. so 
far as observed, from those of furred tongue, etc., 
: e.xcept in their tendency to growth in culture fluids. 

2. The micrococci of furred tongue, or ordinary 
sore throat, have a less tendency to grow under cul- 
ture than have the micrococci of endemic, non-nialI> 
gnsnt diphtlieria. 

8. Thtt micrococci of endemk:, or noo-miilignaut 
diphtheria, have a much less tendi.*ncy to grow 
under culture than bave the microoooct of malignant 
diphtheria. 

I 4, The rapidity of growth of the micrococci la In 

I direct pn^porliou to the malignancy of the caso 
I yielding them, and its coutagiousQesa. 

5. On exposure to tbe air. dipbtb«itic membrane 

' of the most vinilpnt type ln.«e« its contajiou«i power, 
1 und the micrococci />'in\/)a««u loose their power of 
. growing in eulture-flnlda. 

6. Under successive generations of artificial cul- 
ture, the diphtheritic micrococci lose their growth 
and actiTity, and also tbdr power of infecting the 
rabbit. 

7. It has not been experimentally directly proven, 
but it is a aeoessary Inference from the two facts 

■ just stilted, thut under eertftin favoring circum- 
sunces the sluggish micrococci take on growili. 
activity, and in idl protialiiiity pt^sonous pi uperties. 

8. Every grade of r.i-e can be found in man fn ra 
an ordtoary sore throat, through simple pseudo- 
membranous angina and tracbettis, up to malignant 
dlphiberia. 

9. Any inflammation of the trachea of sufllcient 
Intensity may cause the formation of a pseudo-mem- 
brane. 

10. A case may begin as one of sthenic 'pseudo- 
membranous croup.' and end as one of adynamic 
'diphtheria,' with bloo<l- poisoning; and in cases of 
this character not uofrequenliy no exposure to con- 
tagion is discoverable, and there is cUoicaliy every 
reason to believe that the blood poison lias been 
developed within the body of the patient." 

The theory of the disease which they would de- 
duce from these facts ia tliat Uie micrococcus, which 
directly or indirectly causes the diphtheria. Is not a 
specific organism different from that common to 
iiealtby and inflamed throata, Imt Is aa aetife Mate 
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of that organism ; that certain circumstances outside 
of the human body are capable of throwing tliia 
fX>miuon miiTocorctis 5nto this coudition fif active 
growtl), and eogt^adcring au epidemic of dipblheria. 
When diphtheria is thus epidemic, tlie mterooocci 
alight upon a tbrnnt. and, if it have hlUo rcsietin.; 
power, aa ia a child, iDtlame it, or ijicreaae a catarrh 
■licedy exntlng Into « Tioleot iDflunnwIion, snd 
also rapiflly enter tlic Mm-xl iiml c.ui^c sysiemic 
poiaooing. On the other hand, a catarrh m a 
weekly subject nmj, lo the begiDnioff, be limply en 
infl immation from cold; lint the »mlmBry micrococci 
io the throat and. mouth, favored hjr the special cou- 
ditiona, etc., may gradually change from the dor- 
muut tt) tlie iirtivo state, and liy-aud tiy act upon the 
throat, and at luat force their way into the system, 
eod a self generated diphtheria be formed out of a 

'enld.' It liart already liti n aliuiid iully |)ruvrii tliat 
there ia uo specific character delictabie iu the 
micrococci of dipbtheiia. The history of wounds 
infected with diphtheritic poison, and of tlio»e in- 
fccteil with hospital gaogrone, lenda further couateu- 
ance to ilic idea that diphtheria and certain other 
septic diseases are re]illy different maaifestationa of 
the one nfTection; the differeoce in symptoms de- 
pending rattier upon the difference io the location 
than in a dlfleNOce of the nature of the septic pro- 



LOCAI.IZKD Bl.ENNORRHAQIA IN TUE FUCAUB.— 

Boutin (Th de Paris— Journal Cutaneous and 
Teuereal Distjusc!;): 

1. Blenoorrhagia in the female has a marked ten- 
dency to localization in certain well-determined 
points of the vulva or the vagina, either primarily, 
or when the inflammatory process bas somewhat 
diminished. 

2. Generally, blennorrbagia localizes itself in the 
glands of tlie genital apparatus. 

3. BlennorrUngia may localize Itself exchisively in 
the vulva. This constitutes blcnnorrbagic vulvitis. 

i. Bat it may oilier more Intimate localizations 
and Bccrpte itself within the glands of Biirtholiu, in 
the peri- urethral foUicules, or in the dissowtQatc 
glands, at the level of the labia minora or the four- 
chettc. 

5. BleDDorrhagic Bartholinitis is quite frequent. 
It may present tlie following forms: 

The liciito form, tcrmluatiu^ by resolution Or in- 
duration, rarely by suppuration. 

The sub-acute form, suppurating invariably, the 
blcmiorrliaij;i( R irllioliiiili^ ilu-ii Ihm oininir compli- 
cated with a phlegmonous peri-iiurlliulinilis. The 
peri glandular pus is not blennorrbagic, while tiie 
intra-glandular pus presents all the charsctenof 
blennorrhagic pus. 

The dironic form. If the inflammation occupies 
the body of the glaml, then there are chances of 
complications of peri-Bartholioitis and of contagion; 
while, if the inflammation be localised at the excre- 
toiy duct, the efaanoea are at the minimum. But 



ihc inOammatiou hnii a nulurail teudeucy to invade 

' the body of the gland. 

6. The peri nretliral folliculiii,^ may he, 

Simple. It then presents wcll deflned clinical 

I symptoms. 

Hypertrophic. Tt thon becomes the poltttof dlV> 

Iparturo of urethral polypi. 
Suppurating. In this last condition, the disease 
I i." cnntairious. The contaiiion \< effected hy the in- 
j troduclton of a drop of bleooorrhagic pus into the 
I canal of the urethra, one of these follicular ab- ' 
j scc>^cs heiii? broken during flie ai f of coition. 
I 7. lilenuorrhagia rarely localizes itself in the 
I glands of the laUa minora or in tlte form of a patdk 
in one or sev. ml vulvar gUtode Situated at the level 
of the fourchclte. 

8. All the points of the localization of blennor- 
rbagia may lu conic extdceratcd under the influence 
of ioflamraatiuQ, and thus become a point of enUry 
for the ehancnnts or syphilitic virus. 

9. Blonnorrhagia may localize itself, when it oc- 
i cupies the vagina, in Uk& cvi de too, in the fohls 
I which are observed on the mucous surface, in tlie 

uterine neck, or even in the cavity of the uterus 
I itself. In the latter two cases, it is frequently com. 
plicated with peri-uterine accidenUi, by the inter- 
mediary of a lymphangitis or of a juxta-uterine 
adenitis (adeoo-lymphitia), which espec^y lead to 
adeno-pelvi-peritonitis. 

10. It is rare that blennorrhagia localizes itself in 
the rectum; nevertheless, thisfacthas been observed, 
especially iu the female. 

11. Ii is important to recognize localized blennor- 
rhagia in the female, and to not eonfotind it with 
dermatoses, sucli as herpes or /.oua. iiieuuonhagic 
Bartholinitis siiould he diiferentiated from trau- 
matic BartholiaiUs and cysts of the vulvo>vaginal 
glands. 

Likewise it is important to ittstingalsh peii-U)tie> 

thral folliculitis from inflatnmitiry vcsietations, find 
blennorrhagic vulvitis from simple vulvitis, Physi- 
I cians ought also to be able to refer a blennorrhsgic 

I metritis to if«t true cause. 

\ 12. The prognosis should embrace two factors: 
41. The patient 1|, by the fact of her localiaed 

hh nn<jrr}ia<;ia. subject to acute recurrences of a 
severe character. 
b. She may become eontagloof. if any cireum- 

stiuK whatever should reawaken the chronic in- 
flamatiua and induce the least possible puriform or 
purulent condition. 

|;! In order to radic il!y cure the disease, it is 
necessary, after the subsidence of the acute symp- 
toms, to modify the inflamed points by energeUc 
I ca\i1i rizations, lo even incise the dand of P. irtholini 
and induce suppuration, if it should be the scat of 
localization of the blennorrhsgia. 



De MoRTVis Niii Nisi Bonum.— An abject con- 
formity to this iajunctioa bas been the direct cause 
of a vast amount of lying. Who is there, for in- 
Btaaoei, who has attended n meeting called for the 
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purpose of passing resolutions o( reipect to the 

memory of a deceased physician, wc will say, who 
has not lieard beautifully rounded senteQccsexloUin*; 
his virtues and cul();<izing bi« memory roU.from the 
lips of men who Iiml ii..f for years hfcn nn speaking 
terms with the dead man aiid had sybtLUUiiically de- 
nounced him? As we write one of these scenes 
\% resurrected hefore us, and we recall the answer 
fr. tn one of the culoijists whom wi- congratuIaU-d on 
his ohansc of heart: " Ve uwrtuia nil niti bonutn." 
Tlif- irijnnctir.n i'^ one wliicli man's bcttfr nnfMro 
heartily cniiorses, but it h&i bceu sadly inisiuicr- 
preted. While wo m»y say nothing but good of the 
dead whrn wr -pntk < f them, we are uol compeilwl 
lo speak of theia. it is propt r to siuxl*: out for com- 
ment a dead man's Rood qualUios, but to coooede 
him diad. qualities wliirh \vi di nicfi !iitn living, is 
either highly dibliouest gr grossly incoosi^leat. 
Mudi iMtter than the wrong interpretation of the 
iojuncli n. which we have indicated, wouli! In i 
close obscrvaocu of that which eojoios ui to keep 
silence unless we can say something good. 

Tliert" is n - i - however, in which a man's lift 
i» lUb potisessiou of hh fellowa and us such in open 
for honest crUici«m. both for Its virtuee which 
shouhl becmnlaltd, and its nuslakcs which should 
Ijc guarded agaioat. An iioucsl pout iMrUia cxmui- 
ination of the dead man'« character would frequently 
be vastly m rc prolltable to his survivors tlian a 
sioiiiar cxauiiuaiion of "ilic tle.sby lenemeni from 
which the undying <;iust is gone forever." The 
operation mu-t ncces-urily be an exlronicly dtlioate 
oae, aod it should bu duae with the least possiblu 
disfigurement of the remains— no more than is 
actu iily ni(<'ssiiry to n'voal ilic ddtc ts, AH Un- 
necessary cutting and si isliiiig is sacriit-^^i', 

J: Our thouj^hts have bceu turui:d iu the abuve direc- 
tion tiy the report of a j>rf»f *Mtlem chamc-icr-exam- 
inat ion of a physiciiiii lately dtci'ri-f I in A':-*r.;'r;i, 
as it .Hp|x-ars id the Austraiasiaa Medical Gaju:lte. 
While wo reproduce this rcitort as iiomelhin;i; de- 
cidedly nt w, vv<' cannot but rein irk that while the 
man who used the knife did lhorou>{h work, be cut 
deeper and more freely than was perhaps necessary : 

"I wish," saya the n>port«r, "I could say that he 

h-xrl !;'>nc to his gr iVe willi cvi ryt'ody's rcijrel ; but 
he had lived in hi« prufc^-^lonul life iu such i»er- 
pctuai antagonism with tlio^ of his own calling. 

tliat it would b(; untrue to ^ay tliat ibeir re^'rels fol- 
loAcd him lo his re^'iiug pluee. Thai ho had cou- 
siderable ability no one denied; but he had such an 

overni tslering var.ily. anrl sucli ati inisrible temper, 
thai it WHS a viriuai impu?>ibdily for any average 
human being to continue long on friendly terms 
with him. No d'iu'>t tlu so fiiulH were in i'<e nature 
of great misforlUDCs to him; but they were, equally, 
misfortunes to those who had deaUui;^ with him. 
ill! lo iked upon a dilFerenccof opini 'n aia;. affroiit, 
and be rcsenteti it as such, lie watt a voluminous 
writer, and he claimed to have made some discov 
cries; but lhc->c fancied discoveries were only in the 
nature of rumioatious of the scieolitic aliment wiiii 



C^LL AGE. 

which others hnd supplied him, and he was furious 
when he was told that this was so. lie might have 
been very useful if he had btcii content to woric side 
by side with his fellow-praetitioners; but he would 
not rceoifnizc equality, but affected to discover only 
inferiority in those about bim; and it is not ia 
human nature to submit to arrogant assumption, 
even wbcn tie i. is ^jfnnc reason the li.iek of it. 
So it happene<i that he became alienated from nearly 
every one in the profession. We bear him no 
malice; wo wish it Ci<ul<l have been o'lier\vi?e: l»ut it 
was solely his owu fault that it waj) not other «>-i^-: 
and so r^uiaeai, 



Ventilation of Skwkus. — M. Wurtz. of I*arls, 
has rc> cully made a series of analytical testa with 
the object of determining the clTeets produced by 

the free admission of air into sewers, or. in other 
^'or(U. by thorough ventilation. The results of these 
e vperimcnls. wldch are epitomized by the Medical 

News, are imjiortaut. ina'^much as they reveal the 
fact that the free circulation of air in sewers acts 
beneficially, not only by (!tluting and dispersing 
sewer gases, but nUit by de-tioying them chemically. 

Mr. Ivissie lias de-cribed the nsanntT in which 
the?e ch.iiiires take place in the sev crs, as demon, 
slnite I h\ M. Wurtz. Ilejavs that when the motion 
of the waters renews the surfaces, bringing them 
incessiintly in couluct with oxygen, when there is a 
fr<'e current of air in the BCMers the sulphuretted 
hydrogrn l).,'Ci>mcM rca'lily oxidi/. -tl, and in nl rn>j«, 
iiun v-ilatili sulpliule-* of :Hninoi-,ia are fornud. 1 hi.s 
reaction is rendered still more enei iretir- by uoislore, 
wbieli is alw lys present in the air of sewers and is 
dei>oaitc«l by the c-judeiisiliou of fileaui against the 
brickwork aod ttic widls of the waler mains, as well 
as eif all tiie ollu-r j i]" - wlucli .ire placed in.side the 
I'aris sewers. Thcst.^ largu humid surfaces hold iu a 
state of solution such portions of the highly soiutile 
gfjses as inii}' iiol have- un<lergone a cln'Mtir-il 
ctnuij;e. and thereby [irevent their expulsion into the 
outer air. On the other hand, however, when the 
in'/re^s of air into ihc sewers was stopped; when 
the water, oa beeooiing stagnant, discontiuued the 
process of multiplying its surfaces of contact with 
the oxygi n; not only <lid llu^ sulpliurelle<l hydrogen 
ceasu taking up oxygen lo transform itself into sul- 
phates, but the sulphates themselves, which had 
previously been formed, would be resolved by the 
organic matter in com -i: of ilecoaq) isition. This 
ors^anic matter, deprivin,' the sulpliales of their 
oxyiren. would leduee iliem to Miljiliiles or sulj^hur- 
el1( d liy<lrogeii, and tin n wouUI follow a black sct- 
llement, an eVi)l»iiion of bubliles, and layers of slimy 
froth. 

As to the effect of fn o v< nllla'ion upon the minute 
morbific organisms widcli are sui>posed to infest 
sewer-air. and whlch idl eiTi»rls have thus far failed 
to isol ite, little can be .s dd from the 8tiind|K>inl of 
oxperimeutal kuowled j!:e; Imt it seems re:tsonable to 
believe that tliese subtle organic eletoeotji, as well m 
the gaseous coQstiiucat of aewer air. are oxidized in 
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part and diBpcrFrfl hy fhr- free admis-intt of atmo 
spheric air; and thut Ihcru u less chuDcu for tUcir 
development, concentniUoii, sod tmiMporlattoa into 
the apartments of our dwclliuir^, tlirniiuli ftn < ban- 
oeU of 8«w«r coauectioas, uud«;r the cooditious of 
free Tenlttottoo Above mentionecl. than when the 
M>wers arc trapped rnd lu rnn fii illy =ealed, and 
direct commuDicalioa with thu outer uir is, io this 
manner, prevented. 



A Simple Form ok Nasm. Dm t in: — Dr Frank 
Woodbury, of Philadelphia picdicul Times), de> 
scribes a medical douche whldi has theadvantafe 
of Bimplioity and cheapness. It consists of an 
U4>liapeU elbow of glass tube, to which is attached 
t short (about three inches) piece of ordinary rabber 
tubiu!» on one arm, and a long (twenty iuchei^) piece 
from the other, the latter having a hollow, some- 
what conical, glass nozzle, so ns to occlade the nos- 
tril win •.! ]<r. sH'd into it, and keep in tlic fluid do 
livered throuiih n central opening. The short end 
is also tipped with a glass tube, so as to hold it open 
and prevent collapsing. When not in use llie entire 
apparatus is coulatued iu a timall paper box X H 
X 1 inch), which may be convwnienily carried In the 
pocket, or ni»y Ix' carried in a vnli.se without break- 
ing. In I'rder to tisc the douche, a glaas tumbler, or 
any similar receptacle, sljould have placed in it the 
required amount of warm waiter (KK) F. t, uu ilicuti-d 
as desired; the douche sliould be immersed in the 
fluid, and Ibt n the long tube (li.L'btly pinch* <1 Im- 
tween Ihe tini^i rs so as to retain i<i contents) i^ 
drawn (uit of tlie lesv-rvoir until tlie f lliow 
hooks over llie e<l:^c of llie cup. wiieie il is s, ]f. 
retHiuit>L;; the lUiid will How fifxn the ii>j/z!i' as loui; 
as it is iIepie-.-(<l below the levi 1 of (bat iii l!ie 
receiver. The Uo* cud be interrupted by .simply 
dropping the ntitxie back into the tumbler. It ful- 
fills ]ri ifi f I'y llie i>urp(>si-s of a iKisal douelie. when' 
such insliumcnl is desired. TIjc douche may 
also bo used for acute affections of the ear (after 
scarlet fevt r, etc.), for tli<i eye, and a> tierally for 
such purpo!jet> u» au iublruiueut uf lbl;i h'lu: i& 
adapted; amonfir theae may be mentioned the admio 
i^tralion of milk, brolli, i (c., to paiienLs laiaMe to 
sit up, and too weak to driuk iu the ordinary way. 

The advantai^s of this form of nasal douche are 
(1) il.s ^Implicity. Iberi' beiiiijj no jjarts that can rust 
or get out of order; if any portioa is broken it can 
be replaced at a triflinjif cost; (2) its convenience, 
being compact in form, occupying little •^p ace; Ink- 
lo^ but a moment to put iutu uiier itiun; (3) its 
safety, the stream bein^ deliTcred without force, 
simply by criivity ; il is alino t impossible that the 
fluid should be fuM i (I into the middle ear; and\4) 
its efficacy being eninted, its chief advantage is that 
it is the most economical douche that is In the mar* 
ket, its co«t being insigaiticaal. 

B[ot-Wati;k Enk.mat.v in Dklivkuy.— Dr. Ik-ck- 
ingbalc gives in the Ikitish Medical Journal the re- 
sults of his use uf hot water iu labor: The value of 
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' liol water enemata as a mcan| of hastening delivery, 
apart from its use in the removal of f«;cal accumula- 
tion, in such eases of tedious labor in which cither 
ergot or the fon> ps are admissible, has been hither- 
to unaccountably ignored in practice, as far as my 
experience extends. I formerly had warm-water 
eneraatu given with the usual object of removing 
fiscal obstruction from the' rectum; in most cases, an 
increased rate of dilatation of the os followed. Lat* 
terly. I have had enemata of hot, not merel}' warm, 
water administered, wliethcr there were any appre- 
ciable collections of fsces or not, and always with 
the result of an accelt rated rate in the progress of 

J labor. The fact of the os dilating under the iullu- 
euce of the eocnia, whether there was an appreciable 

I quantity of fcoes or not in the rectum, proves that 
their presence does not prevent dilatation l>y causing 
spasm; at least, not in the majority of cmsch. It fol 
lowalh:it til ' b'li i nema must act as a direcf. and 
powerful stimulaul, to the uterine muscle, and I 
feel couviuctd, 1 may a<ld, as a result of close ob- 
servation, also to the voluntary mus( les engaged Itt 
the lie* r>f nirtuntion. .IiiilL;ing fiotn the seii>e of 
relict which follows its admiuisiialion, it has, at the 
same time, a relaxing and soothing effect on these 

I .same parts'; analogous, in short, to the efTLcl of hot 

I water applied in the fainilihir form of tt fomeututiuu 
to an inilatncd and painful swelling. 

I believe 1 am jusiilied in adding that there is less 
atony of the uterus after delivery, wheu a hot eucum 
inis been given, and consequently less tendency to 
post parlum heiiiorrhagt. On thi-; :u <ount, it has 
not the atler-relapbiug cllecl of chloruform ou the 
uterus It otherwise commonly has. 

I sitliinit that it would Ik- us wi ll to give so simple 

' a meauii of Ireuiment us hot water eueoiata a trial, 

{ in cases in which cither ergot or the forceps would 
be used, as It possesses obviottft advantages over 

I both. 

' — ♦ - 

I AuEnicAN Public HBAT.Tn Associatiow. — ^Tbe 

, Aiiienam rublic H<aUh As.^ociation will hold its 
1 Eleventh Annual S ssion at Detioit. .Michigan, com- 
I moncing Tuesday, Nov. 18; b, 8;J, and ending 
Fridiu^-, Nov. ItSth. 

I The subjects which have boon chosen for special 
consideration at that time are:— 

1. Malurii. — Its etiology atad the methods for 
its prevention in locaiitK'8 or in ]iersons; its Ameri- 
can history; its s|K'ciflc particles; its origin; the con- 
ditions of its pervasion; its laws of extension, etc, 

'J. Foods. — Till ir jululleialioiis; healthy or 
(h it lerions luoiU s of pre.-ervation and the function 
of legi>lation in regartl to litem. Ascvilained facts 
as to adulterations in this country. Fai ts as to 
canned goods, condensed milk, artiticial butter and 
chee.se. prepared titeat*, etc. 

il. Vital Stali.stics. Methods and results; defects 
apparent, lluw far foreign nrndes of tabulation arc 
j to 1k! followe<l. Systems of colle< tiou and (.la.sslflca. 

til l!. Race vitality and the care of population as 

j indicated by statistics. 



Digitized by Google 



8«4 



2 HE MEDICAL AGE, 



4. The Control and Ilemoval of all Decomposable 
material from HooBebdt)*.— The nedisaieal laws, 

conslructiniis wxA appliances relative ihereto. The 
construction of aU inside pipes and their coooectioos, \ 
their traps, and syphonagc, flushing, T6Dtll«tioii. | 
How they sliall be connecii <l with out^door noep- ' 
tacles, and yet be free from iil effect. 

Methods and Bystems of Physical Education, 
drill, etc., feasible in tbe school-rfi im. will Ih; dis- 
cussed. Whiie papers of merit on other topic are 
by no meana excluded, it l« believed wise to coocea. 
trate the prepamtion of papen and dtocuwion upon 
these topics. 

The ExccutiTo Committee insists that a synopsis 
of the papiTM to be offered, and statement of the | 
time reiiuired for reodiug. be sent to the Seoretarj \ 
by Oct. loth, and that the paper complete be in the | 
hand;) of the secretary at least three days before the ; 
mertin!?, havinj? been sent by mail or express eitlier , 
to hi^ oflloc at Boston, or care of Dr. Wm. Brodie, ! 
DetriHl, Mich., after Nov. Dili. " i 

The Executive t'ommittee feels warranted in say- ! 
ing that the meeting promises to be one eminently 
inTilingaod profitable, and urges the attendance 
and cofiperatlon of physifians, cniriiifcr?, nrrhitects, 
teachers, and all thosu interested iu the advance- . 
ment of puhlic hcalili and physical well being. 

I?Mniiric>^ iif a loral character may be atklresscd to | 
Will. Brodie, M. D., Chairman Local Committee, , 
Detrait. Hich. 



Tv.v AnoTiTrxi! of Typhoid Fever. — Dr, C. H. 
Banborn, of Hampton Falls, N. H., writM as fol- 
lowst "In this seaboard comer of New Hampshire 
we have pcnorally a mild type of typhoid fever. 
Few patients die of it. For the last twenty-five 
years I think the mortality from typhoid fever has 
been leas than tlva per eent of the whole aiimber of 
cases. 

For the last Ave years I have treated all my cases 

of typhoid ft:ver by the iiso Df liap'isia and gcl- 
semium. I give one drop of the homceopathic tinc- 
ture of bapti^ia evciy four hours for three or four 
days anil one drop of the fluid eztnct of gelsemtum 
three times a day. 

This treatment has never failed (I have ftom five 
to ten cases annually) to cure the fever in less than a 
week— generally in three or four days. This treat- 
ment may fail hereafter, but so long as It cnns 
promptly I shall follow it. In other hands it may 
fall and possibly the type of the fever muy change. 

I hope all intelligent physicians will try this way 
of treatment and report resolta to the readen of the 

AOE." 

We would not for a moment seek to cast a shadow 
of suspicion on our correspondent's veracity or on his | 

din?rnn?!ir ability. Honest men have been krmwn to I 
dilTer \\\ opiuions baseil oa lUe saine faeis. ^Yhcu Dr. 
Ssnborii, however, furnishes us with the clinical re- 
cord of a ease of tyjihuid fever (which record shall be 
endorsed by pliysiciaus uf acknowledged competency | 

and tait«^i9) onred in leea thau a w^ by moana of ^ 



baptisia and gelaemium, or any other drug or drugs, 
in one drop or any other sized doees, of homeeo- 

pathic or any other tlnetiire, L'iven evr>ry four nr any 
other number of hours apart, we will tender him 
our moat humble apology for any suspicion which 
the requirement of this scientific d st tnny tcnrl to 
cast on his skill or integrity. This is a question of 
paramount importance and we would not accept the 
ijm di'j-tt of a Louis, an Andrew Chirk, nii .Xiinfin 
Flint, or any other man, "regular," homoeopathic, 
eclectic or hybrid, as evidence in determining it 
We have given our opini'in, in a previous issue, of 
the man who claims to abort typhoid fever, and 
while we may now regret the somewhat inelegant 
laimuai'e in which it was couche<l. we -liall not 
modify it until such evidence is brought to bear 
against It as will stand the tests of science. 

We shall hereafter admit to our pages uo more 
declarationa similar to the above; but when Dr. San- 
born, or Dr. Davy either, shall adduce such evidence 
as wo have iudieated, and which none, w e think, 
will question our right to demand, he will liud our 
columna most omdlally at his dlspoaal. 

' — » 

MiiinrtNK ANT> TnyoT.rxsY. — A very singular con- 
flict i.H now raginL' in ^lonlreal. The llghl is a tri- 
angular one, the parties ihereto bollkg Victoria Medi- 
cal College, the Midiial Department cf Laval 
Uuiversity aud the iiomau Catholic Church. Vic- 
toria Medicid College Is in affilUtion with Victoria 
l iiiver^ity, of Cobourg, and is a Protestant institu- 
tion. It ban been in very successful operation ui 
Montreal, and has, in common with the Medical De- 
partment of Laval, had the en/r.'r to the Hotel Dieu 
for clinical purposes. This hospital is a iioman 
Catholic institution, in charge of Ihe sisters of char- 
ity. It has transpired of late years that VMptoria has 
been succciUiful so much to the injury of Laval ttiat 
the authorities of the Chureh, with a view to aariat- 
ing the latter, ifsued orders to the sisters of Hotel 
Dieu to refuiic admission to all profeaeors and slu- 
dento except those of Laval. The sisters appealed 
to Rome aErnin<:t tbc^c orders and the professors to a 
committee of I'rovincial Bishops. Tlie latter luivc 
decided that no Catholic can conaeientlously form 
pnrt of Victoria Sehool or attend lectures there, and 
those who do so cannot be admitted to the sacra- 
ment of the church, and the sisters have been again 
ordered to cIopp their dnor* nixainst tlie professors 
and students of Victoria. This latter order haa, 
however, been temporarily set aside by a cablegram 
from the Pope, which orders the re-tri< tinn> placed 
on Victoria to be removed until further advices. 

To the reader who may discredit the above stnvy, 
decminj? pneh a thin-j an impos-iliiUfy in the glare 
of the nineteenth century, we iuive only to saj 
that it Is vouched for by Uie Cauda Lancet, from 
which the facts as we have slated them have been 
taken. 

iNK vNTii.t; DiATinnfKA — Before the Clster Medi- 
cal Society (British Medical Journal) Dr. Harkin 

read a paper an Infantile diariluM. He gave Maiia- 
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tica of the high death-rate from this disease. In one 
decade in Enfrland and Wries, of 4.000,000 denths 

regiatert'd, 2 000 000 w< ro of i lii1<!n n undtT five 
years of agft, and uf these latter a very large per- 
oentaso wae dtie to dlarrhasa. The morUlttjr from 
infanlile r!i:irrlHT'.i wns fVt ry year on the incn nse, 
especially among children under one year of age. 
He at! ribnted the great prevalenoe of diairbfen to 
tlif riiiik-feeding of itifimt^, .'iriil tli..- lil<:h inorialify 
to the pentisteace iu this diet during the attack. 
Overcrowding, iMtd TenUlation. heated atmospheres, 
inattention to cleanlini-s^. (Icfccih i- si worage, and 
impure water, all contributed to the production of 
the disease; but, in hand-fed eliildren, the quality of 
the milk and the manner of giving it wi xv iiu? chi) f 
agents. Milk was usually given too much diluted, 
and the quantity was ezoesefve. The essential 
element of treatment was to cut off the supply of 
milk, even in the case of infanta at the breast. Dr. 
I^arkin substituted a diet of beef-tea. arrowroot to 
wliii h :i little port-wine was added, and Swiss con- 
densed milk. lie npplied mustard over the abdomen, 
and in severe cases he put a blmter over the liver, 
hecsuaa 1m iielievcd there was always hepatic con- 
gestion. Absolute rest of body should also be in- 
sisted upon. lie generally prescribed dilute sulphuric 
acid, combined with opium, if there were much 
griping. With X\m treatment, he had a very iow 
mortality from iiifiinttic diarrhwa. 



Anatomy, Suhoery, and Hyoienb ok thr 
KcCTUM.— Dr. Joseph Eastman concludes an article 
on this subject in the American Practitioner for 
July, 188:5, m follows: 

1. TUat the rectal anatomist dispense with bis 
drawings echibiiing the rectum distended, or bor- 
row the contracting powtt of Thomaa and add one 
with its closed. 

%• I would ur|^ the rectal sui^ieon (for purpme* 
of dlnf:fnosis iind o]>('ratlon) to ntilizt! the expaosive 
genius of Sims in throwing the rectum open. 

8. I would urge humanitarians to insist that at 
least one-third as much tlmo be giveu to unload- 
ing the alimentary canal that they take in filling the 
same. 

4. I believe it is the duty of philaiiihropists and 
sanitarians, especially such as arc so anxious to 
serve on hoards of health, to see tiiat water-dosets 
invite, not r<-\^v]. TlLullh boards should in8p<'cl 
every vtore, factory, and place of business, to sec 
that clerks and employ^ mole and female, have 
such priva. y and privileges of access to closet ac 
oommodaUona as the importance of the case de- 
natids. 

5. I would beseech of doctors, philanthropists, 
sanitarians, and all others interested In humanity, 
to teach on all proper occasions the pernicious con- 
sequences of carrying a loatl of feces in the bowel 
until it Is absorbed and its odor escapes from the 
•nunctories of the skin, or adds to the not infre- 
qwat ttiq»leaflan( aroma of the haman breath. 



ExTENsivK Wound ok Liver and Lunos. — J. 
B. Sullivan. H.D., of Stanton, Hich., communicatee 

the fo'lowincr: 

Oa August ao, 1883, I was sent for iu haste to at- 
tend Henry Prentice, who had fallen upon a circular 
.saw at Talcott's mill. The saw at the time of the 
accident was making five thousand revolutions per 
minute. On reaching the patient I found a wound 
rommfnciuij in tlic intiTiMst:i1 spac'"* bctwppn the 
fifth and sixth ribs, peuetmtiug the right lung truna- 
versely, then passing downward and tmckword to 
the hip, cutting off the si.xtb. ft vcntlt :ni(! ( iL'ht ribs, 
passing into the liver on its way downward. The 
intestines were not injured. The a!r passed in and 
out through the cut surfaces of the lung, making 
a sound like escaping steam. I anaesthetized the 
patient and after removing foreign matter and clots 
brought the cut surfaces of the aMominil and 
thoracic walls into apposition and retained them by 
silk sutures. He bore the anteUhetic very nicely. 

This is now the seventh day since the accident 
and he has experienced no pain In or around the 
wound. The symptoms are extremely favorable for 
recovery at this date, the wound healing hy flnt In- 
tention. 

I report this case liecause of the interest which 
must attach to it even should it yet tamlnate fatally. 

Tliiit :i patient shoulil live for seven days after a 
wouud of ikiH nature is in itself remarkable. 

MsDiOAi. Dkfaktment of tub UHivKBorrr or 
OoLOBADO.— We are in reedpt of theflratannoanoe- 
ment of the Medical Department of the University 
of Colorado, and are constrained to make an excep- 
tion in its case to our rule of not cumliering our 
space with notices of the flood uf this literature 
which overwhelms us with the advent of each 
autumn season. The announcement before us is like 
the voice of one crying i wildenMSS, and we 
would fain hope that it is the fore-runner of better 
days for the cause of higher medical education. 
Tlie champions of the cause in the East having 
it^ominlously struck the colors in the face of Mam- 

I Mion. the young giant of the West has rescued them 
from beneath (he feet of the stmggling hordes and 

I taken them to his mountain home, where he bravely 

. bear.'* them uloft. 

The new departtnent in theUiitversttyof Colorado 
is located at Boulder. Its announcement declares 

I that "aU candidates for admission, except those who 
have pas'icd an exannnaUon for admlssiOtt to the 
University of Colorado, must present a degree in 
Letters, or Science, from a recognized College or 
.Scientific School, or a High School diploma, or pass 
an examination in Entrli'-h, Latin, Physics, and in 
Kuch one of the following brunches as he may elect: 
German, Ffcneh. the elements of Algeixa or of 
Plane Geometr5' or Rntany." It furthermore pro 
vides that these examinations shall be conducted in 
writing, and that the papers, which shall he pre- 
served by the secretary, .sbnl! he open for inspecfinn 
Tite curriculum consists of a graded course of four 
yean of nine inontba in each yaar. 
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The Ix'Sl wishes of the friends of medicine every- 
wliere will i^o out to this new enterpriie. It will be 
8 standing reproaeti to the wesltby lehoob of the 
Ertst, and espcclnllj to<8ucli «s are fupported by tlie 
stale. 



I'Kncm.ouiDK OF luoN IK THK Trf.atmknt ok 
Tyi'Iioii) Tkykh — M. K. J>inaiid (Union mcdicalc, 
N. Y. Medical .lounml) advociitiM the use of the per 
chloride of Iron, not only in dipUtheria, hul also in 
lyphuid fever, lu diphtheria he claims for it a 
speeitic actiou. Although he does not pretend that 
the iron is a spedtic in typhoid fever. h< Ik li( ves it 
to bt; of f^reiit el'.ieacy, not only in adults lj;it in 
children. No single remedy so tends to relii vc the 
tmpoTcriBhcd condition of the blood, Ihe torpor of 
tfi" yfoiiuii h, and the inflammalory and uheralive 
chanties of the iuleaiiue that charucteriJMi the period 
of decline. Some pntteiiie complain that liquid per- 
ch lor ide of irnn nn-r- a puiiifnl nsation in the 
pharynx, which they compare to tliat of a burn. If 
objection is made to it on thii account, the drjr per< 
chlnride may he jjiven instead. This is now to be 
bad in the form ot dragfya, a very ucceplable pre- 
paration for admioiatratioo. To children a drop of 
the Ihpiid. well dihjted, niaj' be given iri lir iili or in 
gruel, m often as the ialU-r is taiieo. The remedy 
»liouId be begun at the rad of the second week and 
continued until convalesoence is complete. 



One ilEUiCAU CoLUKOK LKe»s.— The Fort Wayne 
JonroAl of the Me<liciil Science* states that "the 

ine<rn «1 collide of Fort Wayne {Ind ) was closed 
out, H few dayji ago, by the couittable iu'lling all of 
Iho furniture and illuttlnitiona in the entire concern, 
lO -s;itisfv a juili:tiH lit iiir-iui-^t tin- iiislilulioii. 

Tiic Metlieni Kecord, in commeniiug on this state- 
in<>nt. snvs: "The history of medical instilufions nt 
Tnrl Wayne is only ;« repetition of what ht;H oi eiirr".! 
over and over ujjuiD at other places. Medical men, 
•not content with achieving succtw by the quiet 
iiicIImiI (if (inlitinry pmcliee, de.^ire to be pr .f. - is; 
and thereupon they organize a school. The institu- 
tion cannot lake in all llie ambitious doctors in 
town, llierif'Ti' di'rconient and jealousy ensue. A 
rival college is orgitoizcd, good feeling is disturbed, 
bitterness and (]0urre)in^ arise, and the harmony of 
the jniifi ssioii is broken. Kow, is all this iiect.s-iuy 
for the salic of crudely cducattDg a few medical 
Btudcntsr Wo Ibink not." 

^ ■ — 

TiiK Dii.KsnoN OK SiAiica nv Ink.wts — In the 
proceeding.H of a meeting of the College of I'liysi- 
ciaas of l*hihulelphia (Olnlelrlc QauhIXv) appear^ an 
iiitori>rm^' piper on lliis subj-'cl hy 1). .T. M. Kejit- 
ing, based on expetimculs made at the l'hil»«lelpbia 
Hospital. Tlie following are the eoaclusioos: 

The Miliva of .some iiifaiil.i possecses the property 
of cuDverliug tilarch into glucose regardless uf age. 

The age of the infanta cannot be taken as an Indi- 
cation of this pro]K-rty of its saliva. 

When such a condiiioQ is found to exist a small 
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quantity of well-prepared farinaceous food is valu- 
able as an element in the diet» incorporated with 
mixed oow*a milk. 

An examioaticm of the .stools of children so fed. 
would Ih* a guide as to the quantity of starchy foo<l 
lobe used, and when farinaceous food is employed 
slow feeding ia probably preferable to the bottle, 

A IIoM(KorATnic CniiB. — Midland Mc«lical Hia- 
cellan}*: The Ilotncpopathic World reports a case of 
ulcer of the « (iTiH :» ("perforating." acconlinfj to the 
n-porter) cured by a singl'- iIim; of silicea 50ni 
(T. C). We are not well vei>eii in Uus phraseology, 
but we are given to understand tli:it Uiis was a t^mall 
dose, being a ••50,{K)0th eeniesimal niteii u iMon"; 
also further on (in riddle foiui) we are asked: "If 
Ihe :iOth T. C. corresponds to the d^illionth of a 
L't.uii. minim, or drop — and it diK-s — what does the 
50, OOOih correspond to?" We doa't know, but we 
believe in tbhi cure; and, with the caution that 
•'silicea rorre?ii'<rvl-? lo Msc r; < vr- nnd sidj>hur to 
the left," we commend 'his treatment to such of our 
readets aa have a aufficiently robuat faith to awallow 
it. 



j Patai. BtTTECT 0» ExTEnxAi. Use of Boracio 

I Acid — A case reported by Dr. L. I). Hros -. in the 
i Midieiil News, is calculated to admonish to greater 
j caution than ha.s been cu.stomary in the use of 
: Imrjicic acid, a drug which has not been generally 
suspected of the cjipability of cuusing untoward 
♦ ITecLs. The acid waa dusle<l <ui an ulcerated .sur- 
fiice. The aymptoms were diarrhu-a, vomiling. a 
i colli, clammy |)er>piratinn. fr. <|ueni micturilion and 
' hiccough. Death oeeurred from asthenia- On a 
, j)ont morttm the rigid ventricle of the heart revealed 
J a large clot, portions of which w< re x/;'. murtcm in 
; chanicter. The btoiuach prescuud evidences of 
< ( (inge*iion, and there were sevemi points of erosion. 
■■ The inttstines were deeply congested ai' : inll uned. 
I The liver wui cnlargeil, coug&ited aud sr)f iene<l. 



I IltcALTU AfUouisMs.— Dr. Frank II. llamilton 
' has formulated Che following solid chunks of wis- 

doin: 

The lives of most men are in their own hands, and 
I as a rale the just verdict after death would be/Ue 

Light gives a broo2i>d or tau color to the skin; but 
where it uproots the Illy it plants the rose. 

Moltl and <!' > r.iivi: v,-l:i-:m" les in a cellar weave 
shrouds for the u|)pii cli:iiiibi'r». 

A f :hange of air U less valuable than a change of 
soeiic. Tiie air is changed every time the direction 
of the wind is ehaui^ed. 

Cahathenics may Im very genteel, and romping 
^ very ungentcel, but one is the shadow, the Other the 
6Ul»>tauce of healthful exercise. 

Blessed be he who invented sleep; but thrice 
ble.ssed tin tinm .vln will invent a cure for thinking. 

Milk drawn from a woman who sits in-doora and 
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drinks whisky and beer is certainly M unwJiolMOIDe 
as milk from a disltUery fed cow. 

Dirt, debauchery, diwase and d««th an soocenlTe 
links in the aaine chain. 



Hypoti rtfiTK or Son.v as a "Disinfectant — 
Dr. W. E. Butk gives his experienct with Ihe hypo- 
■atphltc of so«la as u disinfectant in cancvrotis ulcers. 
He roaortfd to it with suoccsji after tl)C use of car- 
bolic a< iil. horf)/l yofride, t-hloride of zinc, charcoal, 
fieSArcin. etc.. had failed, llii* method is to use a 
satiiratcd solution wit!; tiliiih he first clcunscs 
tboroiiphly the surface, and wiitch be afterwards 
applies by nu-aoa of rags steeped in it. Wlille :nost 
other disinfcclHntfi lose their j)roperty after a few 
days' uppUcatiou he has employed the hypoHuIphite 
of soda for months with continuous good effects. It 
is cleanly, Itas no smoll, docs not stain, and is elieap. 



Pills i'ok Catauuh. — The following formula is 
slated by M. T. Vigier (New Remedies) to be snc* 
oessfol in catarrlihl afTectiottS: 

^ Pieisi liquidai 

Beozoini 

T^iilv i; ( < .1' ft opii 'i-i .~' ^'V- 

M. Make into ten pills. Take one three titnefl a 
day, between meals. 



The followinL' int- »•<<•=< in yj extriicl^t arc from tlie 
Trau>'ac:tion$< ol tiir Mu'liiiran Stnlo M( <llcal S H i«'ly 
for 1883: "I wmply wr.nted to My—" '*Or<ler. 
onlcr." "I di'ii't iliiii;^ cli<>!ci >1 ! ii ifi 

this way." "1 ii*>c to a qiueli'm of oniir." "'I 

made no such sintement." ' I iiope Dr. is not 

poitig to oc('ii]ty 111" )1>>(ti llic afurniKHi." "I 

kuuw Dr. Would like to be «»«> the tlour most 

of tbe time." * ! think I have iliu floor." "I think 
1 ktxjw niy tiiilils." "1 n-f \n a ixWnt of orclcr.'* 
"Doctor, sit du.vii, pkiijic; you em bunas'* me." "1 

call Dr. to order." "1 rise to a point of 

order." ••Onior. order." "Tlia' i> not (rue." 
In the language of the geullemau who wa^ bniuglit 
borne from Doonybrook fair, "Sbure it was nlto- 
gctlu r an ilegant time tUey did bees havin£ at Kala- 
mazoo ;" 

Starting out some eightwu years a^o an a monthly 
the journal which is now known as Onillard's Medi< 

cal .loiiroal lias iiiKi< r a variety of n hih - Im-cu at 
dillerent limes a uiouthiy. a semi uiouthly ami a 
weekly. It has now started off fl^uin as a mom hly. 
and it(4 ]('ailin;^M-(lil()riiil in tli*' lirst number of the 
aew deal in devoted to the rciisoiis which have in- 
duced (be return to the orii^iiial pl:tti. Wo shall 
not criiiciz..- llicne reasons furllicr than tn suy that 
tbey are iUuj^icak in the cxlremo. Our chief regret 
It the change will lie in tbe fact that the vUits of 
the weliome ^ucst will no.v be too fur apart. Dr. 
Osiilard is one of uur otdeiit medical editors iu cou- 
tiooous Aprvire, and his efforts are far removed from 
the amateur nature of those whicb cbaractertce some 
of our very pretentious periodicals. 



The Second Annuni .Vnnoimcement of tbe New 
York Post Oraduate Medical School, 2ia— 215 East 
Twenty tbtrd street, basbaen received. Its perumi 
is ( itiivlncing of the fact that this is a school espe 
i ciuiiy adapted to the wants of the physician who 
j may require to "brush tip." None but graduates 
are admitted and tbe coiir>(' i- p ir. ly practical. It 
had one hundred students in attcndiioce lust session, 
i It calls these •'matriculants." We presume this to 
I bo a typographical error, for surely tli*: i inincnt 
literati whoae names we notice on the faculty stall, 
1 would not sanctioa the use of "matriculants." 
"Matriculates" is nvidently what is iutended. 

A Brooklyn druijglst's clerk was mu' 'i :inuoycd 
by mischievous boys who aftnr he h ul :\'!ired wotild 
f ring his night bell, and wlicn he came to the door 
' would jeer at him and run away. After si veral 
1 '^ueh (l!>t^:r^a!;^^■< onn lUL-ht lie rirmed bimei'lf with 
I a club and laid in wail. Soon his bell mug again 
and after a short Interval it rang once more with 
crf.iN r vi liPiiu nrc. rjcntl^' npenin;; the door the 
clerk rushed out and dclt the ringer several Hjvere 
blows, with serious results. It happened, however, 
that the victim was not a bad bi^y but a i;ni.d one 
who bad a proscription which be wished to have 
mied. The injured boy bad sought legal redress. 

A reporter of a New York paper happened Into a 
Chinese medicine man's store Just as a patie nt was 
beinst prescribL-d for. "WliU did you pive that 
man? " he asked of the "d,icH>r.' •'.Man be heap 
sickee," was the reply. '•Been heap dlunk. 'cause 
i he hear bini ndoUicr-'n law die iu China, llit i lt»-t>p 
. glad. Give um maud lake, give uiu lubarb, give um 
I sblirop and little bit dlled snake; makeo cat plenty 
I ^'lub Me goa<l dluctor. You Ukeo sjme mcd* 
I cliiicV" 

] Dr. Duncan McLcod formerly adjunct I'lofcssor 
I of losittutcs of Medicine, Materia Mrdica and 
I Thi iJipcutics ill tlie .Mjclii>.;au ('oli' uo of Mi ilicine, 
I delivered the spring course of lectures so acieplably 
that tbe trustees of that institution have promoled 
him to tbe vacancy caused l>y tlic willidraw d from 
the school of Dr. J. J. Mulhtron. VVt: ret^ret to 
learn that the «tate of Dr. McLeod's health may for 
a lime interfere with tlir < inplete di<c!iiir:;(' of hia 
new duties; we siuccrely hope for his speedy re- 
covery. 

' The following is probably (he most thoroughly 

<lrastio ellti-t evir protluc i d liy a n;edi( inc: Thu 
professor bowed courteously to the lady whom ho 
had seen the night before on her debarkation from 
thu o< ci'.n steamer, and for whom he bii<l or»leix'd a 
comitound c ith irlic pill; "What sort of a passage 
, did y ou have. inadamY" "Perfectly lieautiful, doc* 
tor," replied madam, "passed two schooners and a 
sloop." 

A wiiter iu the Medical llccord signs himself 
' Capn»in H. W. Shufeldt, Medical Corps. U. 8. 
Army." Is the ancient and honorable prefl.\ "Dr." 
or suffix "M. D." falling into disrepute in the army? 
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Tlie Atlautu- Journal of MediciDC has beea laid ' 
on our table. It ia publiihed at Ricbmood, Va., 

and 55! (fllfpd hy Drs. Stover nnrl TTnusron — now ' 
names in the edilurial fidU, but oune ibe les« cx- i 
perti, tf we are to judge of tbem bjr tbe qaatily of | 
tlir work licfotT us. We extrnd the rii^lit ^TT* of i 
fellowship aad kindly welcome the genllemea and 
their journal to the fold. 

A ponrespbndent of the Medical Brief, the journal 

having "the iMrrc^t rirmlnlion of any modirn! jour- 
oal io the world," declares that when one arm is 
amputated the Btreogth which was io it is transferred 
to the remaining arm, and thai Ihi re ih thus no 
actual loss of t^treugih ilirough llie loss of limb. 
The same nile» he sayt^, applies to testicles. 

Acoording to Prof. Huxley, the results of Pas- 
teur's laliiirs. donat(,-<l to ific ^t^(te, have already been 
worth $1.(XK).1HK),000. And yet a member of the 
Assembly opposed tbe recent increase of his pension 
to ♦5,000, with continuation to his widow and chil- 
dren, on the ground that be was selling bis modified i 
virus at the cost price of a oenny a tube. 

Lemon juice is said hy M. Cortes, a distinguished 
Parisian microsoopist and bioiogist, to lie destrue* 
tive of certain nnimalculn' which infest the stomHch 
of tbe oyster. The gourmand's desire for lemon , 
Juice on the half.ahell ha% therefore^ tnore leason ; 
for itH basis than the mere tidcUag of the palate. 
Great is science I I 

A nickel five-cent piece is two centimetres in 
dianieter, and wel|^ Ave grame. Five of them 

placed side by side rnra^ure a decimeter (the tenth 
of a meter) and two of tbem weigh a decagram (ten { 
grams). The ooln wilt (has ssrw aa an aid to the 
cotiecption nf meaauiemeni and wd^t under the 

metric system. 

Rutkia: "A strong critic is every man's adver- 
sary ; men fed that he hnows their f dbles, and can- 
not conceive that he knows more. His praise, to be 
acceptable, must be always unqualified; bis equity 
Is an offence instead of a ▼irtue; and tbe art of cor- 
rection which he has learned 80 laboriously Ofllj flUs 
bis hearers with disgust." 

New Rcnie'llcs is authority for the stntcmont that 
a little powdered carbonate of ammonia sprinkled 
where dogs are wont to commit nuisances will act 
Ba a prophylactic. The inoiltu operandi of the 
remedy id based on tbe well-known fact of the pre- 
liminary canine sniff. 

"Panclastlte" is the name given a new explosive. 
Its etymological signification is "iili breaker." It b 
a compound of bisulphide of carbon and hyponitrlc 
add. eitber of which substance taken by itself is 
non-explo8tve. " Panel astite " is said to be the 
most powerful explosive luowa, dynamite not ex- 
cepted. 

Mrs. Parvenu wtio had been restored to health 
under the kindly can of a fenale phyiician, re- 



solved to present her benefactor with an appropriate 
"aewvenler.** Site accordingly went lo an art store 
nnd inquired for a "statute of the Yenoi de medi'^ 

cine." 

A physician. Dr. F. li. Hudson, of Uoosick Falls, 
N. Y., was recently shot the husband of a woman 

whom he refilled to attend. The wottnds are re- 
ported to be of a serious nature. 

Tbe teacher of a female seminary in Pbiladelpbin 
instructs Iter pupils touching the function of the 

skin, as Tollow.s: "Horses swest^ men perspire, nnd 

young Indies get in a glow." 

A stalwart young female student in a Texas high 
school was delivered of a valedictory one day aad 
twins the next So, at least, says the Dnigglsis 

Circular. 

Count Uumford; " Virtue never dwelt long with 
fifth and nsstiness, nor do I believe there eves' was a 

person senipuloiisly attentive tOdeanlineeswhO WAS 
a consummate villain." 



TiiA.<4aArmoxs of thk Micbigan Statk Mkoi oal Socicrv roe 
TDK Ykas IStt. Oaoqge S. Bannsj, U. D., LSDSlntf, Soei^ 

tar>'. 

The Annual meeting of the Michigan State Medi- 
cal Society was held on .May 9th and lOtb. and the 

published trao^ftctinns iK-fore m were received lliree 
and a half mouths subriequeuUy. While Ihia its 
somewhat more expeditious than has formerly iMMl 
the case, there is still manifest room for improve- 
ment in this regard. We eau coijcuivc no plausible 
reason why these transactions should not be in the 
hands of members within thirty days after the date 
of tbe meeting of which tbey are a record. 

A much larger space than usual is a<»:upied by 
the Recording Secrttary's minutes, 64 pp. of the 140 
pp. being devoted to this purpose. The extra 
amount of space was made neoessary by the repro- 

dnetion of what is evidently n stenographer's report 
of a wrangle on the question of admitting lo mem- 
bership In the sodety.a number of gentlemen whom 
it WHS suspected were present for partieipation in 
other than tbe purely scienliflc work of the society, 
and by an unseemly dlseusston on the President's 

uddre.'-s. 

In our opinion it would have been more to the 
credit of tbe profession of this state had a report of 
these wratiL'h's not been published. They may have 
been quite proper to those who listened and look 
part in them, and thus had tiiem warm, bat audi 
Uiini^s are very insipid, if not nauseaUng, whenthcj 
are dished up cold. 

The papers published are (1) the Presldentis ad- 
dress. After the eustomary generalities the address 
discusses briefly the subject of preventive medidne 
and the relations wblch the profession shonld 
legitimately occupy towards it. Whih- enneeding it 
to be as much the office of tbe physician to prevent 
ss it is to cure disease, it legards the tine when tike 
former fOnetion will be rej^ed as coCqnal in im> 
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portance wilb tbu Ittlter, as somewhat indetiniUfly in 
the fttlttre. The address then proceeds to dtaeoM the 
question of supply and (Ifmiirul us it touches tl»e num- 
ber of doctors, it regards the market a^ uvertitockcd. 
In Hfehigaa the lupply la 8994 for a population of 
l,6:5«,nH7 as per the census of IRHO. This 0xc-9~ one 
doctor for every 559 people, vfhich is an increase 
from on« to wtty 610. <w over 98 per ceot.. aince 
tbc t t ite cen=iU9 of 1874. Thu cause of this jzlut ia 
traced to the medical colleges and the mettical de 
pMlment of th« Univereity of Midiigan ia siogled 
out lo point the Presirli iit.*M rnonil. That institu- 
tion ia charged with alluring, through its cheapen- 
Inftof a pMfemiODal edttcatloo. youog men who 
wotild otherwise remain in spfu n-^ in which they 
would be more useful. The medical department of 
the Uoivenlty. moreover, in order to secure dlnlcal 
materiiil donnlcs, its ^orvicL's to nil r(_'f^;u tlK'ss of the 
quesiioo of their alHliiy or inability to pay. By 
thua doing it directly injures the medical profession 
who iire taxcil for its support. Tho inu' niivoral 
language in which tlie address arraigns the institu- 
tion created a dedded sensation. 

The papers published are a report of a oas<' of 
Bangnineooa Tumor of the Scalp, by Dr. Wm. 
Brodie. of Detroit. The pardcalar feature of this 
case was the means of diagnosis employed. An 
aneuriamal tumor was suspected, a distinct bruit be- 
ing heard synchronous with the heart-beat. To 
verify this suspicion a bistoury w.hh pusscxl into the 
tumor "when the blood poured out per Mltum." 
The wound was closed and on the second day a 
violent attack of eiyripelaaaet in. which oame near 
pro%'ing fat ft! . 

The, other papers arc one by Dr. C. J. Lundy. 
oontainiog some Clinical Notes on Errors of Bs' 

friiction, Dr. Siiiiirt, on a Ciwe of Fon itjn Rixty in 
the Ear with an Unueuai History; Dr. Eu$;cnc 
Smith, on Ulcers of the Oornea; Dr. Henry JT. Rey. 
n olds, on vE!i<)!oij;y of Urftlirul Inniiinmiilii'ii ; Ur. 
H. B. Baker, on Epidemic Waves of Diphtheria; 
Thomas N. Reynolds, on Timety ITatliarais; Julias 
A. Post, on WiittT luid its Ki lation to Health and 
Disease; and a "pome" by Dr. £. B. Ward, closes 
tibe Toturae. 

On the whole the Transactions for 1883 cannot be 
said tf> .-liid great glory on the profension of this 
slate from a scientific point of view. But there are 
some who do not thinit that tbc highest object r>f 
the annual meetings of tbc fociciy is science The 
aentimenta of such may be 6uid to be t uiiiodied in 
the language of Dr. Brodie. who, as everybody 
knows, gentTiilly manages lo <"njny hiins' lf an well 
ss to entertain others on such occasions. The 
Transactions report the doctor as saying: *Thhi 
meeting, though pcrlmps not prrgnanT witti as mm h 
science as former mcHiCiugs, has been nevertheless 
profltaUe. We see too much science. We get to 
be tired and sick of it. We have a double f>'>jcrt 
in view in these little meetings. They are not pure- 
ly aclentiHe, nor purely social. I like to come here 
Md meet my old fUeodSk and have a little spar with 



them, too. It don't hurt my feelings a bit. I have 
I enjoyed the meeting very much, indeed." If a 

sutficient absence of such science as cuusc.s sickness 
and fatigue, and a suOlcieDt pree«nce of the "sci* 
ence" which keeps the boys stirred up, are what 

ni!-ikc successful m.-c!iii;j;> of our St.ilc M.iiical 
Society, the ktc meeting at Ktihiraazou (ti verj- ap. 
proprlate place for such meeting, by the way) must 
' be voted a gri-nt sui i t'ss. If it was :it nil "preguant 
with science," the pri^aancy was of the molar 
variety; the partttritiou WIS certainly characterized 
by a riHatUiU mtM(«). 

I A rflAcrU Ar, TriKATISK ON IHFOTRNCK, SrSRIUrrV AND Al t lFD 

DiA^uiiuw. Uy Saiii'ii-l W. firoMK. A. M.. .M. D , Prof.-i<oi- 
of the rrliK'iiil. s of Suru'-ry mid ( luiical BurgL-ry In ihn 
JetTurMOn .ye<Jic*l Coiiegy o( I'ttilu Itrlphia; Formerljr 
Prvsltleiit of the Patbolofrical SiJciety of Phlliidolpliiai 
Author of a Practical TruatlM on Tumnrs of theMao* 
narjraiaod; Fellow of and formerly MUtt«r LiSbuerea 
8«iisl6airaibotagria the OoUege of Plijiioiaasor yuia- 
delphla; Fellow ot the Aeadmny ef 6aixsr/ ef Ptdlsdsl- 
pbla, ele, ete. SeeoaAadKloB, thoroagbiyrevlMd. Wjih 
dzteen UlustrsOoiis. FrieeflJO, 

PbUadelphla: Henrr C. Lea^sSonftOo. 

Detroit. Jubn WiU>-ounx. 

The rapid exhaustion of the flfit edldon of this 

walk tuit confirms tlio suspicKMi of i;v«'ry general 
practitioner, that the literature on the important 
suhjeot of which it treats was prevtonsly very unsal. 
iHfactory. Iinpotcucp. st» rility and allied disor !r : >, 
real and imaginary, of the male sexual organs, fur- 
nish one of the richest mines for the exploitations 
of unpriuclpled medical mountebanks. When the 
fear of impotency seizes a man at a period of life 
when he knows lie should be in the prime of his 
virility, money becomes to him a thini; of small 
moment when set over against the hope of cure. It 
is utelen to attempt, by ridicule or argument, 
to couviucL' iiiin that his inability to perfonn 
in the most successful manner the pro- 
creative act. Is due to psychical rathor 
than physical ciuis,s. The hoiusi pliysi(:i>m 
who attempts it but drives his patient wita his 
dollars to the mountebank. Ili-^ attempts to belittle 
the patient's fears are only interpreted as evidences 
of liU ignoraucc of tin- dfscase which is to the 
patient a fact, which neitlier ridicule nor argument 
can eradicate from his miud, where it ino^l fn-quent* 
' ly ;dorH> exist!). These patients retjuire rloso allen- 
itoii. the appearance of i>ludious connideratioa of 
their cas(!s by the physician, and some medicine. 

But impotency. spormatorrhnfj. etc., are al'O, not 
infrequently, facts havin-^ their existence outride of 
the iiiiai^'itiation, and it behooves tho/phyidciaa to 
be ab!r> to determine whether in a given case tliey 
are real or imaginary. In (he work before uh the 
dlagnotla is fully discussed, as are at^io the means 
of treatinf.'nt in all rarabie cases. Tlic infliic ncp of 
reflex disturbances on the geuito spinal centre and 
the effect of lesions of the pnMtatic portion of the 
urt'tliraon their causal ion, arc rc^nrded hy the author 
as the basis of a more rational and«,8irnplo treat- 
ment of theae cases than generslly obtaina< 

In the autlior'a ezperiMce non-fertile unions are 
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due in onu case oul of six to defect on the part of 
the male, and he, therefore, iusUU on the necessity 
of BUbjcciiDg the hasband to a proper examlnalloii 
before shoulderlnir tlic r«:spnnH!l)iltly on tltc wife. 

We wn familiar with no brochure an iuve»tmeat 
in whieb would Im likely to prove mora pcofltable 
than tbo pureban of tbe one befoie iia. 

TllK Fin -K I VN KiMsKr r amj What He Sii u ' t) .\.tM> ro 
ft lCNTiric- A« <<t mKJdi.M». Uy l> W. t jUhell, M. U , \AUi 
Professor of I'nthoIoKy in lh« Collt^o of I'hyMlelans anU 
SuiveoBS o( H«lUmore. Tliini ediUoo. IMce 
MUmon: Cualkliwa * Ball«T. tttlT 



Tbe edilloD of the l>ook before 08 is tbe tbird 

which has Ucn issued sinc e its first appearance, only 
a little over a year ago. i?urh success is phenomen- 
al and la tbo «trongeit poadble teatimonial to its 
worth. Wc Imrc r.ntliing to nt!d tn f«r to take from 
our unequivocal cudorsemeuta of the hwk. as it has 
appeared in tbe two previoua edltioM. It is pre- 
eniiucntlv a book for the* physician who is rendy Jo 
concede ihat success ia practice is not solely condi- 
tioned on knowledge of medlciD*. 

" 'The Physician nimself docs not shv ;i word 
about di^flses or their treatment, but does tell how 
to bonombly get patients to treat, and also tells, in a 
plain, business like manner, what a physician must 
add to book-lenruing and CoU^ wisdom in grnf ral 
to make hi* success In Hfo mow certain, more rupi l 
ami nvw r iniplc tc; besides telling what course pro- 
fessional lael and business sagacity dictate in almost 
every possible dilemma. The young and the oU), 
tbe dull and the wise, will each tlnd iu it a feast of 
practical wisdom, worth many times tbe price of the 
book." 

It i« » bandaomcly bound octavo volume, 208 
pages, pica type, graen doth cover, wilb polished 

reil cdiics. 

Ul rl INK I'lAlinASlM 'If THl! KaU »0K7KB PHToniiJ. RECORD 

Cjf l.i: si'.'i-it'.s (.f 1 ill- <i'^:;in iiii>l roni-r.'lv For the 

Use of t'ractitioiien*. Stiidtntst onO CHiilcnl AssiMauU. 
Ctndanatl: A. E. Wilde A Co. 

"These dingrams are intended to furnish ojitlines 
which studeuts and practitioners may use to vrmr in 
abnormal conditions found in tho auditory appara- 
tus." By Ibiir use tho location of alTcctioti.s of the 
auditory apparatus may be illusimtcd after they 
have lieien located. They are principally valuable, 
we should judLfr, as a nu ans of k» epiiit; a rtconl of 
ca^es and as such will be principslly useful to the 
special itit in otology. 



Facial Erysipelas, its Kei>emhlancc to the 
Exanthema. 

BY 4. 6. CAOLKDtS, M. 1>., THOBltBVILLB, MICH. 

Facial erysipelas bas some analogies with tbo ex- 
anthems wtiicli (lie < li i-r enough to make it prrl) iMe 
that it rt»illy bclougs to that cluss of disea^ts. The 
subjoined miauies of some recent cases will seem to 
sustain this stutemeut: 

Case 1. — J. S. B., set. 70; occupation, farmer; 



I ntitlonallty. Scotch: habits those of n confirmed 
smoker and moderate drinker; was attacked, after 
osposavB to soTere cold on the evening of March 
20lh last, with a chil! which lasted all night and was 
followed by fever. He was not seen by any physi- 
cian till the morning of tbe tM, at whioh time he 
hiid a tcni]KTiittiro nf !04 5', some sorfnes"? of the 
throat, with great thirst and pain in the head. The 
caae, ttiough evidently one of severity, was ottacare, 
nor was it any clearer the next (\\y, h\ii nn the 
evening of that day soreness and swelling began at 
the tip of the nose, and tbe following morning the 
diagnosis of faei:il erysipel IS sv;is sullli iently plain. 
Tbe lieginniog of the local trouble had been attended 
with a marked amelioration of the cxmstilutiooBl 
symptoms, tbe p iiti and tblvst being much abated 
and temperature decreased. 

It is here that the first analogy of tbe disease to 
the exiinthenis is to be iioiice<l, the ieseiiil)liieic» 
being closest to small-pox; the preliminary fever of 
three days' duration, abating on tbe appearanoe of 
the eruption, being the siinie in Imih cases. U is not 
probable tiutt tbe must skillful and careful observer 
could, previous to tbe oomlng out of the emption, 
have diagoo$e<l the disease or shown that it would 
not turn out to be a case of sooM other essential 
fever. 

After the inflammation begau in tbe bose it spread 
for four days till the head and neck were completely 
covered. It then stop{>cd running, the temperature 
lieclincd and there was a prospect that the active 
stage of the disease was over, but after a two days' 
lull it rekindled itself and ran for two days longer, 
spreading over tiie right shoulder and breast and 
Anally stopping there. The intensity of the iatlam- 
mation kdled lh<^ tis<;ues below the skin, and the 
Mibecqltent hist. I : tbe case, which ended in re 
covery, was itisil of a weary round of ponllietni;, cut- 
ting for tiie evacuation of puruieut uiullcr, uiui ihe 
extraction of dead cellular tissue. 

In the state of active eruption the rthitiuuship of 
erysipelas to the exanthems ia uguiu iil tiL.iy lo be 
seen. Like them it is asolMlmitcd disiai^c. There 
is, it must be admitted, more variability in the time 
limits of this stage of the disease than in tlic corre- 
sponding OBO of most other specific diseases, but this 
fact (iocs- Ti'it ronstitntr* a vnlid argument against its 
.self limited character, tor oiher.s of the class e.\hit)it 
some variability; scarlet fever, in particular, has it to 
quite a marked t \rent 

i^cithcr does tlje temporary lull and appartnl 
relapse argue anything against the position, for 
se.irlet fever li;is behaved that way in a case 
observed ibis summer: the moruiug temperature full 
to 100' and then rose to 1(IS.5* on the subsequent day. 
with ri ni'irkeil freslientitir. too, of the color of the 
eruption, which was before scarcely noticeable. on 
the faoe, tbe observations being taken both days at 
the same hcdir of the morning. Facial erysipe?a8 
shows a strong resemblance to some of the cxan- 
theBU,especUilly measles,in tbe manner of erupting. 
The brcnkinj:; mil tr.-ivels, <lying away in one jilace 
while coming out fresh somewhere else, the general 
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line of travel being i\w same in both, downwants; 
tbe difference being that measles travels ia no other 
w»y but dowttWKTd*. while ei^'iipelM gOM lo other 
dinellonsuweU. 

Case 2.— Ami row, son of the precedin?, n?t. 37, 
single, trade sloue mason, habiUt very temperate, 
wu his fstbci's Bwin nurse till iacapadlated by 
catcbiu); the di*-c:i?f himself. WIi* n this hap 
p«ned he had been taking cure of his fulhcr some- 
ihiiii; uver two week*. The disenM broke out in 
tbe same place, the tip of the imse, and Wtt In 
nearly every respect • mild copy of Ca«c 1. the ex- 
ception Iwiug. that after two day* loll and decline 
of temperature, the inllammalion insu a ! of .spread- 
ing down the shoulder anil brea&t, retraced its steps 
and ran twice over the face, which waa a rare and 
anomalouft circttoutance. 

This case shows a further reason for r!assiri<j tli(> 
malady with the esanlhems, erysipelas hcing proved 
by it to be a contagious diaease. It Is highly prob- 
able that il is contagi<»ug only in the orip-innl nenso 
of the word, by actual contact or inoculation like 
vaoelnia. Andrew had a confirmed bad habit of 
rubbing and pincliincc tiic enrl nf hi*i nnfie l)Pt\v«M'n 
ilia thumb and fore tluger.wiih the thumb partly In- 
MTted into the nostril, and after waiting oa his 
father would often c at( h himself doing this before 
he bad disinfected and washed bU hands. The 
virus was undoutrtedly rubbed into his nose in this 
way. 

Some dissenters from the doctrine that erysipelas 
Is contagious may here Insist that to make it con- 
sistent, it is ncces-siuy lo account for the way in 
whir h Ortse 1 took tlie contagion. There is nollilug 
ptirtif ularly forcible about that line of argument. 
We are not prepared to say, in our present ft He of 
knowledge, how or wIktc the erysipelatous germ is 
preserved in activity, or in what way it is conveyed 
into the human f.y.slem. and there are other di>ei»ses 
of unqTicstiotiiibSy eontiiifious nature that are in the 
same category. Dlphiheiia, scnrlet fever and 
typhoid fever are frequently carried about a»d dis 
seminatctl in some unkmiwn way. but for all that il 
is getting rare to find a pers<pn now who will 
seriously deny that each nnd every innlancc of these 
dtof"!*'"* dc'pei fls on a preceilent e:ise. Oilier crilie.s 
Will say •' if your theory is true, ervsipelus like Ibe 
rest of the exantbems should >!;ive immunliy against 
anhspquenl uttacks." Tiiere is Viihdily in the ol)j( C- 
tioD if it has fact for basis, but it will i;ive tiiet ritit .s 
aome trouble to prove this. Certainly we have all 
seen second attacks of ery^ipelas and s<» we have of 
other cootagioua diseases, covv-p()x, for iuslaiice, 
la which a largo percentage of re- vaccinations are 
succes'^fiil Instances of >e( on(l nttaeks nre known 
among all the exanthems. not excepting measles and 
small pox, tbe most eoatagious of them all. Eveiy 
naturalist will tell y<nt that •r»Tierir characters arc 
commonly found unequally develoi>ed among tbo 
species of a genus, that which is prominent la one 
being often fjiiitn incnnspirnoiis in another. Il 
would be a raluctk) ad aiaurdum to suppose a genus 



in which every species (if there were more than one 
I in the genus) had every generic trait equally de- 
veloped. 8udi a genus could have bat one species 
. in it. All that we fan say llien is. tlia' the immunity 
I against subsequent attacks, which seems to be a 
generic character of the exanthems, is in erysipelas 
j at its minimum. 

Case 3 — Was Maggie, sister in law of the preced- 
ing.aH. 8i ; Scotch by birlh.a very strong and healthy 
' person, never before having had any sickness. This 
was not a case of tbe facuil variety, but of erysipelas 
of the bsnd and arm. reported because of interest 
from the way in which il whs caui:ht. 

After Andrew fell sick, his bioUier, Maggie's hus- 
tnind, came to take his pince, and having one day 
occasion lo ix' open an incision behind his father's 
ear, to evacuate pundcnt matter, be took * pin from 
his coat, used it for that purpose, and afterwards, 
I instead of throwing it in the stove, as ho should have 
! d(me. heedlessly stuck it back in bis coat, lie went 
home the next day, and while there his wife took 
the pin from hi< coat and with it dug a small sliver 
frr>m the thumb of her right hand. In something 
like 24 hours afterwards she was seized with chills 
and vumiling; iiiflamnutiioii began at the point 
where the sliver-picking had been done, and spread 
. upwards to her shoulder. Bhe had a tedious time 
. of it before recovery took place, as the Inflammation 
was pin ;;nmiKtTH and many incisiiiii«i were needed 
to gel rid of the pus. This ended llic &c[ ieflof casts. 

The above observations seem to be suflicient lo 
warrant the eon hi^ion that fari il erysipelas has the 
generic cbnracteristics of the exanthems. It resem- 
blea sma^l-pox in its preliminary fever, measles ia 
j Its manner of erupting, scnrli t fever in the soreness 
of the throat, vaccinia in its nitiUoJ of propagation 
i and liability to relapses, and all of them in being 
i contagious and self limited. Ery.-ipi of the cx- 
] trcmilies may be merely septic poisoning, but the 
facial type Is a specific disease, nod like all other 
i spectiir iti'icise^ mttst be caused by tbe presenco of a 
I ba<;tcrial ferment. 

! From the rapid progress that discovery has made 

in the rcrcnf p ,st we may eoufideully expect that 
some puiieui and enlUusia)>tiu worker will soon 
I statu and isvhite the special bacillus or micrococcus 

of facrial erysipelas. 
I The iulcroal mcdicathiu of thcsc Ihrco coses was 
I very simple, being merely 10 drops of tioct. ferri 
ehhir. every lour hour^-, and soniellnid extract veral. 
vir. duriug th.j stage of high lever. It was thought 
at first very important tbnt Case 1 should have 
qiiinia. but il was suspende'l for fi ai that it in- 
I cieased the determination to the head which was 
I bad every niv'iit, and it being found that he was 
actually quiLter without il, the iisr of it 
was never resumed. The two other caacs took 
none of it. tbe inmtment beginning with tincture of 
iron and ending with the same .Vnoilynes were 
necchsary with all of them. Case H in particular tak- 
ing large quantliies. 

K>.iei!ially. .. iluilon of bichloride of merenry wu.s 
used on all three till the iuUammalion stopped' run- 
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niog, and then followed by one of pure salpliate of 

iron, made of the carbonate and while vitri*)l. The 
solutiou of corrosive sublimate is used at first strong 
enough to promptly detach the eotlcle, applying it 
continuously along the running margin. After the 
blisters break the surface is kept wet with a weaker 
solution of the same tcx a few days, and then with 
the copperaa aoluiion till Hhb cruBta oome oft. 

llow much nf the rrsult is due to this method of 
trcattneot it is impossible to say. since it is always 
diiBcttIt to separate the pout hoe from the pf«flet Am, 
or to 1(11 in any jrivm case wlirtfior the patient got 
well by the aid of. or in spite of the trealment; but.ap- 
parently, bichloride of mercury is good for erysipe* 
las. Ill our prciif nt blind struggle wiili dispasp. the 
voice of experience seems to be the call to which it 
to the safest to listen; and where Innnmerable paths 
braiicli off. it is the bo^'t way to fi>I!o\v the one 
which we have already safely traveled. Corrosive 
•ttblimaie in erysipelas has for many years been 
with the writer the main reliance. Sternberg's re- 
searches prove that it is prccmioeDtly (/m bacieria- 
dde, and the time will soon come when its empirical 
will Ik? repliicctl by n ratiouiil use, that is to say, 
when Uie theory of its origin from a bacterial fer- 
ment la found to be tme. 

Blnce the above observations were made, Fehlei- 
sen has published til Berlin the iiccount of his dis- 
coveries and ex perimeu Is in r< liilijn to erysipelas. 
Thej an, if true, startling and important. He 
clnims to have stained and demonslrati'd the bac- 
terial ferment which causes erysipelas; culiivated it 
on gelatin, and witii tlie euUivste iaoeuiaied not 
only various rnhbits, etc.. but alw) seven human 
beings, reproducing in all but one the typical 
disetM. 

The bacterium is a chain micrococcus and does 
not live in the capillaries or in Ibe blood at all, but 
in the connective tissue of the sitin and immedi- 
ately bekiw it. 

The inoculation of the human subjects was con- 
sidered justifiable on account of certain obserrar 
lions made by Hebra and others of cases where ma- 
li<:;nant disease had been favorably modified by the 
occurrence of erysipelas. Five of BVhl<<i6en*s cases 
were cancer, and two extensive lupus of iIil- face, in 
one of which the inoculation failed. The report 
of the tbempeulkal elTect of the iuoculalions \* of 
great interest. One of the cancer cuses and thera.sc 
of lupus were completely ritr« ii, uml inotlu r of the 
cancer cases benefiied, the <»ilier ilm e ^llowed no 
perreptible change. Some light was tbrowa un the 
subject of immunity by the experiments, Jis one 
person was successfully re-inoculated after tlie 
lapse of a few months, showing that iiumunity must 
be limited in time or dcLMt P, or both, in erysipelas. 

It is to be hoped iliat every student of discii.'-e, 
who is tevorably situated to do so, will repeat 
Fehlelsen's espcrimrnl--, nnd if liis reported results 
are confirmed, it must be admitted tliat in thim 
medical adence has rectdved an importaat contribU' 



Supporting Treatneait Md <^«biMh« in Capil. 
Ury BroHshltts. 

BT JOBM P. COBiOOSAir. M. D.. UXIMEH, MICR. 

April 28. 1883, was calle<i to see A. S.. at. 50. and 
to prescribe for what he called a bad cold. The fol- j 
lowing history of the case was given: The patient, ! 
a tall, ph'thfiriu individual. weighing 220 pound-, wiis 
at work a few days previously, and on quiuini: bis 
labors, found himself in a profuse state of |>ers(>ini. 
tion. He laid down under the shade of a tree to 
wail for supper and "cool off." During the evening 
he complained of having caught cold, and before 
fetiring took the usual family remedlea, fa aoch 
cases made and provided, viz.. bnthing the lower 
extremities in warm water, hot drinks, etc. Three 
days afterwards he sent word that my senriccs were 
: required. On careful examinatinn. I d!h!jnoi=ed acute 
I bronchitis, allecting the small bronchial tubes, and ' 
prescribed pil. hydnurg.. gr. %, to be followed in tlie 
niorninu: by Seldlilz powder. Ne.vt morninLr found 
tliat a full evacuation had been had, but tlie fever 
remained as high aa on the previous day, the tem- 
perature bein;? 105" F. . and patient complained of a 
racking cough, which was dry and tight, with but 
little ezpeotoration. and that of a mucous character. 
Pn'ccribed ipecac anti squills and ordered 30 grs. of 
quinine to be given in four doses, each three hours 
apart. At my next visit found patient complaining 
of not being any better, and sufferini: from a feeling 
of suffocation, with cyanosis of the face and head. 
Prescribed 

1( Fl ext. qu( braoilO 

Syr. tolu, \% 

IC. 8|g. A te<0pooaf ul every three houn. alter- 
nate. 

3 Ammonia carb gr. viiL 

Syr. ipecac j j. 

M Siff A teaspoonful every three hoars in | 

ulleruuliou with above. ; 
From the first the patient's vitality seemed to tieat 

a low ebb. and from the third day to the end quinine I 
wa-s given in l^gruin do^cs every three hours, or 24 
grains daily. Carbonate of ammonia was also given ' 

in !i grain doses, in syrup of tolu, every three hours, 
in alternation with the quinine, so that he would 
have either the quinine or ammonia every \\ hours, ' 
the qu nine being given in u labli-spoo'jful of brandy. ' 
A gni)let of egg-nog was giveu in portions, about 
twiee a day . 

( Tlie expectoration during the course of the dis- 
I iMse was excessive, and u part of the time puraleilt^ 
M iih u very fa?lid odor. | 

The action of the quebraf^ho in ndueing the 
dyspuosa was very marked. I'ouiticcs of hot bran, 
following mustard sinapisms, were also rigidly kept 
up for several days, and seemed to relieve the pa- 
tient very much. 

My < in reporting this case was to call atten. 
tiou lo the value of the supporting treiUmeut iu ibis 
afTeciion and to note the property of theQUebncho 
iu the relief of dyspna^a 

The patient convalesced at the end of the fifth 
week, and was then ordered to take a trip to Minne- 
sota, via tiM lakes and Duluth, where he now is, in 
tiie enjoyment of as perfect health aa poaaiblei. 
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FiiT T Medical Services and Medical C<n,- 
LKGiia — It is not our purpose to couniiler, al this 
time, tbe trathfalii««a of the vhWKfi made by Presi- 
dent T<ipping, at the hint Tnceiiiij: n' tIi»; MicliigHn 
Btste Medical Society, that "the Suic U<;dical 
SebOAl le a mvtar famfiku who gives tbe world e 
nuni' rou'< progeny iiml then rliios her best to cut off 
aod liustniy lUvir muan^ of support." As a npecifi- 
ealloo ander this eb.irge. It U dedarad tbat tbit 
school is in Tlic Vi.iti't iiT gnituiloua advice to 

patieots preiicQtiug thcniMflves at its cliQii|uea, and 
tliaC too. without reference to tbe quMtion of tbe 
ability of such (o pay for the samp. Suffice it to 
aay, OD the qui-stioa of Uic trutli of tbe churge. that 
tbe neamt denial or It Is the following quotation 
from a ri-|t!y liy Dr.m Putmcr to Hk; President's ad- 
dre«s: "Patients come to as; wc receive and do Ibu 
best we can for tlunn. conse from whatever source 
they may. We cannot always know their iK-cutiiary 
ab lily. The objcciions of tbe address, If susiaio«d, 
would dime wery ho:>pital and abolish every clinic 
Id the land." 

Precisi-ly. Prof. Palmer does not deny tbe chaise 
of iudiiicnmiDaie graluiioua advice, but baa noihug 
to say touching Its i-ffccl on tbe pecuniary or other 
{;iteni»ta of the profession, which is tbe very essence 
of the tnatter. In tiiis rt^urd be Is but the rvpre- 
ientallve of medtoal oollegw gcncrully. lie i-< to be 
commended, however, above his liind, for bis in- 
getiuuu»oe>8. IUh failure to quibble and bis open 
avowal of the necessity of gratuitous a<lvice to t lie 
exisienre of a college clinic, are refieshiuir. Tbe 
Slime charge has, time and hl'iiIu, been inmln against 
other OulleKcH, if not. indeed, against all tlie medical 
Oollfges of thiH country , but it bits usually been met 
with an attempt al dental. U is customary for ibe 
eolkiea to dadam Uiat thdr rule is to give their gnip 
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tiiifotH services only to the poor, and that this rule 
is violated ouly in cases of prHvaricatioo or deceit 
on tbe part of the patient Of ooune It baa e «me 
to be well known whiit such a denial amounts to, 
but the fact that it is made is an ackoowledgmt^ot 
tbat tbe inaedoe as charged la wrong. While, there, 
fore, we may admire the Ingenuousness which plends 
guilty to tlie charge, we cannot but deplore Uie 
change of opinion on the question which permits the 
open confesslgn of guilt. 

We presume there are none, evea among those 
guilty of the pnwtlee. who will deny the fact that 
gratuitous medical service to those able to pay for it, 
whether rcodered by an individual or by acolli^, is 
demotallaing to the recipient. Injurious to the ifonor 
and ruinous to professional interests. Any argument 
on this point would, tberefure, be superfluous. We 
hope no one will aedt to destroy the force of this 
assertion by selling up the %'irtue of charity as an 
oflaet. There has been a vast amount of twaddle 
written of the charity of tbe medical profesdon. 
and tbe vast amount of eleemottynary worli which 
U perfurms is pointed to. in support of tbe claim 
that tbe medical profession is the peculiar repository 
of that virtue. Far be it from us to di!>couDteoance 
the gratuitous relief of sicltness and suffering in tbe 
case of those on whom poverty and mUfonuoe have 
cast their blight, or to deny that the medical profes. 
siun has rallied for itself, with lacic of ostentation, 
a noble and enduring monument, through its labon 
among the wwthy. and even the unworthy poor. 
While, however, much gratuitous work h done for 
sweet charity's sake, the bulk of it has no such ex* 
cuseforHeparfonBMwe. .Hentowhomebarlty^la 
its proper sense, Is a stranger, and who spurn pov- 
erty as though it were a crime, are must likely to be 
found meet amidttoui in hoapltal dlnlque and dis* 
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pensary. Aud fur what reason? Why Uy lUey thu» 
fpeod themselves in feeless service if it ia not for 
the sole good of others? The qiu stion couM only 
be asked by one unfamiliar wilh the situation; by 
the countrjr pnictiUoner. for instance, whiOM work 
far removed from the busy haunts of mrn, niu! who 
is a stranger to the tricks and devices with which U 
is sought to woo triiy fortune to (be po|mlcus cen- 
tres. Amhitiori. lovp of notoriety, etc,, etc., the 
object of all of which is money, these are the chief 
it not the wle Incentivee to the beatowel of gnitn* 
ifovis medical service in the cafe of imliTidnals. Tn 
the case of college corponiUooa (wkich have, prob- 
ebly. notmneh more soul then ti eseribod to oorpora. 
lions gencriklly'i. the inretilivc is what it is at Ann 
Arbor, in Detroit, in New York and elsewhere — the 
neceiN^ of eecnring nmterikl for clinical loilruc- 
tton. 



But doctors nre a necessity and how may we have 
them without colleges, aud how may colleges teach 
without clinlques 7 In the words of the venerable 
dean of the medical department of thr* Univi rsity of 
Michigan, to givu gruluituus advice only to lliosc not 
ahletopay forlt,"wouldbeto close up every hospital 
Md aboli.^h every cUnic in the land." We dispute 
this statement of Dean Palmer. That it would close 
up the heepllnl at Ann Arbor and abolish the clinic 
there we may not deny, hut we maintain thai at the 
populous centres a sutUciency of material could be 
Meond for educational pnrpoMa wllhout drawing 
from the class amply qualified to pay the medical 
laborer the hire of which he is worthy. With- 
out any intention of being peraonal, moreover, we 
maintain that the interests of the profession and the 
public too, would not suffer by the "closmg up" 
of all eueh collegee. whersTer located, aa cannot 
maiiitAiu themselves without deliberately robbing 
medical practitioners of their due*. 

Large cliniques are by no meaoe eeaential to suc- 
cessful teaching, how necessary soever they may be 
fur display. The Urge amount of oiattfrial collected 
primarily for the latter purpoee at most of our 

colleges, is, indeed, prejudicial rather than lieljiful 
to a student, and clinical teaching has degenerated 
in most schools into a farce. From ten to twenty 
patients an hour, is the regulation griit before a 
medical class. What practitioner, as he respef'ts the 
interests of his patients, would think of goiog 
thhragh this number in leiM than two hours, and that, 
too, willioul essiiyini; to iiislrucl a (.-liiss of students 
in the imtvire of each case? The cliuicul teacher 
who cannot occupy an average of twenty minutes in 
exainiti.Htion and interesting and profitable talk on 
each casu which comes befuru his class, has miiii§ed 
bis vocation. This statement will, we think, 
scarcely be disputed. This beintr the rase wherein 
lies (be nec6$«ity, in a large city at lca»t, of opcnin? 
wide the doors for all, regardless of their ability tu 
pay, to come in an receive advice and even medicine, 
without money and without price? There are on an 
aYvrafs fhw twdve to twenty iNnofemers in each 



: me<iical college. These gentlemen are, with oc . 
casionai exceptions, the lading prsctltioners of the 

eity, havini» extensive i lit;nlelt s and larije acquaint 
once, and they are called upon to do a great deal of 
I gratuitous woric for woHhy objects of diarity. Let 
, them supply their eliuiqucH from Iht-sr worthy re- 
I dpieots of their grauitous service, and from such 
I other interesting case* as present themselves in tbeir 
practice amoni: thoi-e who can and do pay. A Utile 
i tact would enable them to draw quite hu^ly from 
the latter source and cfliH'ciHliy from the male por- 
tion '.f their I ticntelea, and the children. There nre 
I certain patients who would feel flattered by the re* 
quest to present themselves beftm a medical riass. 
Every practitioner who has been in the habit of re 
questing patients from their practice to preaeol 
themselves before a medical society, must have be- 
come convinced uf the iiUer fact. The material 
thus collated would, moreover, be vastly more in- 
structive than tliat whose acquuintarre the professor 
first makes In the ante-room of tlic am | ihitheatra. It 
ha»* l)een previously studied, e.nd by its use there 
would be less liability lo the ( ccurreucn; of those 
blunders in diagnosis which advanced Students not 
unfrcqucotly detect, and whtcli eortespOttdlngiy 
lower the profensor in their estimation. 
I We would respectfully submit ih^ views to the 
(■(jusideration of clintcid teacher*, and we predict for 
the medical school which adopts ihem a very profit- 
able synpaiby and snppmrt from the profession, 
from whom the present practice, so ruinous lo pro. 
fessiooal interestn, must sooner or later meet witl> 
very practical evidence of disseetL 



ThK TnE.\TMKNT AM) CtUl.VniLITY OK CttROSlC 

Uterink Catabru. — There are few affections 
which so tax the patience and ingenuity of the 

\ ireneral praclilioncr a.s chronic uterine ciilurrh. and 
any informatioo touchiog it, from an authoritative 
source, will be received with an interest which at- 
taches to that bearing on few other diseases. On 
this account we give the following from a paper 
read by Dr. Paul P. Mond« before the N. T. 
Academy of Medicine, and reproduced in the Am- 
erican Journal of Ob«tetricK. Dr. Mundc refers to 
the impression which prevails, and is largely based 
on the opioiuiis uf eminent gyn>r*co1ogi8l8, of the in- 
tractability aud incurability of the nfTeclion. While 
he does not endorse these opinions, he insists on the 
necessity of great pefseveranoe in the use of the 
therapeutic means employed. 

Before discussing the question of treatment, he re- 
fers to the sigaiflcance of the disease. It is a cause 

I of sterility, conception very rarely occurrinii^ while 
it exists, Ihc mucous plug acting as a barrier to the 

I ingress of the aperroatoaoa- bearing fluid. It la a 
cause of eTre«i«>ive mtieons di>churge and menor- 

' rhagia. and tliun iuducea general anamia and neur- 
asthenia. 

The sitrniflcance of this disease vnric" nr<'ording 
as it occurs in the virgin, in the married auilipara, 
or in a woman who has borne tbUdnD. In the 
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nullipftrous married womao, it may oftentimes be 
dHBentt to uoderaUuid the reason for this sterility. 
In this cases, the following condition of affairs ob- i 
tains: The narrow external 09 uMially entails a re- 
tention of normal cenrical discbarge: this retention 
gra(ivially piodQoci dUfttaiion of t]i6 oarriod eHd* 
and the accompanying retention causes liyper^re- 
tion until the cervix assumes a bulbous shape, and 
ill cavity is filled with thick, viscid, discolored mu- 
cus. When llie cxteriml as in <liln((>(l by Ili(> pR<?!»nirf* 
of the sound, and the cervix is comprestHrd by the 
' •lainining Anger, mvicus gushes out in n thick 
stream; the sound easily detects the prcsencp of a 
large cavity within the narrow external os. Tliis . 
is not at all unfrequent, and i«M mtfaillng a CftUte | 
>f sterility asitiacttnble by prompt ami proper 
treatment. 

As ngardB treatment, Dr. Mund^ began by say- | 
iog that it was utterly useless to expect to cure a , 
chronic uterine catarrh by such mild remedies as the j 
pl^ or even compound tincture of iodine, or solu- ' 
tfOB nilimte of silver, even one drachm to the , 
ounce, or pure carbolic acid. You will certainly ^ 
fail in chronic coporeal metritis, and in the cervical 
'variety you will merely Inereaee the discharge. 

If the patient is a virgin or ft nnll'fviriHH married 1 
woman, it will generally be found utxessary to en- 
large the external oa. This Is eseentld for two rea- 
sons. First, to give vent to accumulated endo- 
cervical mucus; second, to allow the ready applica- 
tion of remedies. To accomplish the first, expose | 
the cervix through Sims' speculum— it l uu be iin- 1 
perfectly done through the ordinary cylindrical 
•pecttium— and then wltb a Sims* uterine knife, or 
a simple bistoury, or straight scissors, the anterior, | 
posterior, and iiUeral lips are divided by incisions ^ 
about one-foorth of an inch in depth, going com- ; 
pletely through the mucous membrane, and making 
the oe nearly or quite as large as the calibre of the 
cervical cavity. It is imperative to remove the four 
flaps of mucous membrane tbue formed in order to 
prevent the speedy closure of the incisions; scixc | 
each flap with a fine tenaculum, and trim it off with 1 
cnnred scissors, su as to leave a funnel shaped ex- 
ternal OS. It is not ncce!<!<ary to perform thi.M oponi- 
tion in every nullipara. The next step i^i to destroy 1 
us thoroughly as poseUbte theeervleal glands which | 
furnish annoying mucous secretion. To Jo thi.s 
effectively, once and fur till, take a &harp curette 
with cutting edge (Sims' or Simon's), and scrape the 
whole cervical canal up to the int^Tnal os, until the 
crealuiig sound tells you ihul the sub glandular base 
haa 6een reached. Do not be afraid to do this 
fhornuphly. When the whole of the canal feels 
smooth, apply on a cotton-wrapped applicator, or 
better, a wooden or glass tOd, pore nitric add, be- 
ing c.nrf^fnl In protect the externnl* surface of the 
cervix a ad also the vagina by packing cotton under- 
neath. TUs application most be so tboroogfa as to 
:;ivi tlio cervical "cAuftl a charr' rl, n MrT:\- appenr- 
ance, so tliat not even a drop of blood lASoes from i 
ft In some' instekes, he'had applied the Iodised i 



phenol (equal parts) or saturated solution of chromio 
acid, but he preferred the nitric sdd as more edict- 
ent and searody more painful. Tlie Operation 
should be performed at the residence of the patient, 
and the latter kept quietly in bed for a day or two 
at least. Three cases of cellulitis following this 
really trifling operation, have induced him of late 
always to insist on this precaution. 

While applications above the internal os are more 
liable to prodiifft shock and perilonitlH, tho^e to tht» 
cervix are more frequently followed by iutiamma- 
tion of the pelvic oeUnlar tissue. In spite of this 
danger, the severe measure (sharp curetting and 
nitric acid), is by far the most aidvisabie, bccauae it 
is the most efEeotual, and he has never as yet found 
it nrcefiSfiry to substitute the actual cautcny 80 
warmly recommended by Sims. 

As for catarrh of the endometrium proper, he sd- 
dom uses a sharp curette above the internal os, ex- 
cept when it is for the purpose of removing vegeta- 
tions or bypertiophied mucous membraae of 

unimual grov^'th, or where the dull eUIUtte baa nOt 
prevented a return of the disease. 

An indispensable condition to the safe and com- 
plete applicatirri r,r lui^iiea to the endometrium is 
the patulousnesa of the uterine canal, particularly of 
the uterine OS. Whether the application be made 
to the whole of the uterine canal or to the cervix 
alone, it must be remembered tliat the more power- 
ful the caustic the longer the time befort the slough 
separates. That of nitric acid usually takes from 
five or seven days; iodized phenol or pure carbolic 
acid, Ihiee to four days; tincture of iodine, two 
days. Not until the slough ha-n separated should a 
second application of a mild nature be made. It 
should be remembered, however, that as kmg as 
con.stanl applications of caustic are made to a raw 
service it cannot Ileal. Uonce it is well, aftw a 
couple of weeks of steady treatment, to allow the 
patient a week's rest in order to give nature a clianoe 
to heal the wound; if then she fails, we can bcj^n 
again, and perhaps a third or fourth time. 

The cases he bad found the most amenable to 
treatment, and most favorable for a permanent cure, 
were those in which the uterine catarrh is chiefly 
maintained by a narrow external os or latcnAll 0B|0r 
where a laceration of the cervix and a con<«equent 
hyperplasia of the follicles is present. The most 
obstinate; arc those cases of catarrhal endometritis 
and endocervicitis in which the external and inter- 
nal uriticc» are anatomically normal, and no special 
hyperplasia of the OS or muootts membrane can be 
detected. In these cases permanent relief seems 
hopeless. The intelligent specialigt and general 
practitioner need scarcely be told that accompany- 
ing ana-mia must receive proper attention, and active 
hyperemia of the sexual organs should be prevented 
by abatinenoe from sexual congfSM during the 
local treatment described. 



ilECEN'T ViSWS TOOOHINO THB PaTBOIXMT 69 

Aarnu.— Profeewr RIeget, of Qieeeen. (the antbor 
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of the article oa Asthma in Ziemsaen's Cyclopoedia) 
bu reoi'Dlly commuoicated through the Zuitkcbrift 
f(!r Kltttisch*' Mudicin the rfsults of ccrtaiD eiperi- 
m«nUi uiAilc OQ doj(fi, uadertukoD wiib a view to 
toMlof «idstiiif Tiflira toucliiaf tin etiology and 
pathoin^ of aHbiiw. Thcgr m emewwMiigiy la- 
teres! tog. 

In approaching tbeomiiidmtloB of the palholory 

of astlima. Professor Rieffcl was met Viy ?;( v< ml lirf 
tioct queaUooa which are still more or less imper- 
foetly Httled. Tb« lint of tliew qneatioiM idmiI- 
fesUy U, Is Ihert- really such a funcllon in the 
broactiial muscles as active contractioa, suffleieot to 
tlket the oallbn 6f tbe tubes aod to modify the 
pre-tkuro of the air wilhin the luuj^aT Very differ- 
ent have !>een the Answers ^{iven to tiiia quesUoa bj 
different pUyHtologiste— for we mutt be cereful to 
notice that this is but a matter of physiology, and 
not of clinical medicine. Profeiaor Riegel's results 
are entirely in accordance with tbe sfx-umoUting 
evidence of the work of rK^ent, as wfU aa of eome 
of the older and most distinguished, observers — 
namely, that irritation of the bronchial muscles does 
raise the pref»ure within the lungs, and that this 
irritation mwy he induced thrnuj^h the medium of 
the VHgus. Tins point bavini^ tieen tetticd, the next 
qneetion was whether simiulatlon of the 'vagus 
ChuimI HCiHe dilataliMti of the lungs, such as is seen 
in asthmatical seizure)*; and tins quesliou, a]^o, 
Trofew )r Riegel wee eUe to ^Itle in the affirma- 
tive, the puhnonarv area enlarging rapidly when tbe 
vagus was gdlvituized in the neck (in dogj^), remsin- 
Ing large during the confinusBce of the atimuhis. 
and slowl}' returning to its normal dimensions when 
th-^ irriution was removed. Nothing could have 
been mom eeey. or indeed mure neturel. tlien to 
conclude after the«e two <5( rlf s nf fxpcrimenta that 
tbe palholi'gy of bronchial asthma was prHClically 
•eitlMl; that thto disorder le ceeoMleily n Deuroais of 
the vagti", the fiyopurra due to bronchial spasm and 
the pulmuaary «lilatatioo being tbe dln«t results of 
IfTftatioft of the grtnt nerve of reepinitioa. Profes* 
eor Riegcl wnx ton r-:intin'ii, however, in ru%h to this 
oouclusion, and tiis next set of observations showed 
the wisdom of hie iieritntlon; for ihcy distinctly 

proved that wliils' irriln'inn nf Ihp Viit^'tis Tinqtipc 
tionatile produces th«i pheuomena of asthma, itdtifs 
not do 00 by ennsinf spasm of the bronchi. • No 
doulit, as his just l»een Hlin'.vn. ^tpanm of llie bronchi 
Lb a result of IrriintkNi of the vagua; but there b a 
mneb more ImporUnt, becaoee mnch greater or 
more cxten-ive, cause at work than this. 

The turning point in the investi^ration wa« thcdlu 
covery that irritatioo of the vagus causes the 
phenomena of asthma, not by acting peripherally— 
that is. through tbe branr hf fo tbe bronclii— but by 
influencing tbe central extremity of tbe nerve, that 
U, the medttlls, and w (reflexty) tbe moacles of Te> 
Bpinilion. When the rrniriil rnd of th« divided 
vagus of tbe left Hide watt funMiiatKl, and tbe other 
vagus col. the mm ■ithinitlc phenooiena mmpto- 
dvced; the reflex, therefore, did not occur throufh 



the bronchial nerves, but by the respiratory nam 
to the diaphragm and inlercostals. That this wss 
the case was oompletelj proved by section of the 
phrenics before irritation of tbe vagus, fur tbe pheoo- 
meoa of asthma were Iheo entirely absent. An liU 
togetlier unexpected resuU was thus reached, name- 
ly, tlml asthniaiical phenomena may be produced 
reflexly through the vagus, and that the prlncipsl 
portion of the elTecl is a sudden inspirator^' dcprcs 
sion of the d!aphra;rm, ft»liuwed by its coniiuued 
tonic contraction. It would thtis appear that the 
theory of asthma, which reprefscnts the di'^nrrlfr tt 
esscuiially one of bronchial spasm, must be given 
up. . There can be. BO, doubt that irrilntfion of the 
vatT'is dnM cause bronchial spnJtn and raodi THtc 
dilatation of ibe iungs, but this effect has always 
hem regarded as modi too inrignificMit to aooonol 
for the sympintn- nf ttie disorder as clinically ob 
Mrved ; ami now that il appears to have been satis- 
factorily proved the! besidee tbb peripberat effect 
tluTo :i n-flex efTi ct of iucf inpnniMy greater im- 
portance, there is no reason why tbe theory of broa- 
chial spasm should be any longer maintaioed. 

Tv^o v- TV ( livinua ohjeclions to the view first 
staled sre aoticipati-d by Professor Kiegel. Can it 
be possible, in the flist place, that the diapbrsgm 
may remain so long in a ^t>tiL ( f rantraciion as to 
cause the protracted dy^pntea famiiar in many cases 
of asthma? There is no evldeiM» to the contrary: 
and in the course of thi t^e experiment on dogs the 
diaphragm was actuslly seen to remain in a condi- 
tion of contraction for ten minutes without pmdnc* 
ing S'^phyxiu. Besides, tlie name ol»jection might 
apply to tbe muscles of tbe .bronchi. Again it is s 
dlntcal fhetlbat whilst the Inferior lung border is 
low in an attack of asthma, it moves in respirniinn. 
Is Ibis fact compatible with spasm of thediaphragmt 
Aa a matter of fact it is: whether the phrenic iM 
directly or indirectly stimulated, and tbe diaphragm 
tbrown into inspiratory spasm, the lung-bocdsr 
moves slightly in respiration. 

La«tly. Professor Riegel cautions ua egldr^et con- 
ing to the hasty conclusion that we have now i«ettl«d 
the pathulo-iy of bronchial asthma. Bpa-^m of tbe 
dinphr igm miiy explain some of the phenomena of 
the seizure, but it certainly will not explain all. For 
liimself. be still holds that there ma}' be vasomotor 
disturbanoe and hypi-raerota of the brooebi, along 
with spnsm. Still, spasm tlu re is, and the present 
invcBtigalion sUuwa that it is cbietiy a spasm of the 
diaphngm. 



ConOTHKnR\ TfiMPOnwD — Wtt vt Is It T— Our 
readers were, doubtlut«, struck by tbe tone hod gen 
eral style of tbe communication by Dr. J. O. Davy, 
of 8prin>,'fif'1«5, Ohio, 'vhich we rep oduced from the 
Medical llecorU in our issue of lOlh ult., in reply to 
our raomrke ou the eumblllty of tnAeU Ibww. 

There was a very decided soupjon of ultrritjr 
motive in it, bat it was probably not generally sus- 
peoled that the gentlenaa wae tttlllalBg the pagsft of 
a npaiahle aedhal Jojuoal pat tha advtMisHiMBt of 
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a quack oo«tram. We have received nameroiiu io* 
qnlriw {o regard to ''tootaothedra.'* which Dr. Ditvy 

8Ute« "18 indigenous to the United States, flowering 
io Juljr, aod U perennial," and wliicb is ilie alleged 
baab of the wvmderfdl compomid which It la claimed 
accotiiplijihes what it bas heretofon; failed medicine 
to accomplish, viz., the atiortion of typhoid fever. 
W« have been unable to throw any light on the 
identity of this drug, and fail to flod any reference 
to it in either pbarmacoposia, dispensatory or stand- 
ard works on botany. A cnrreapondent of the 
Medical Rectjrd, Dr.'E. R. Young, of New York 
dty, who bad also searched tbe books in vain, 
wrote directly to Dr. Davy for information 
UMHobing his wonderful remedy. Tbe reply which 
he received has revenled the true iDwaninesa of 
this whole matter, aud shows that our esteemed 
contemporary aod ourselvea have been unwittiogly 
made the dupes of a patent tnt dioine sharp, whose 
nosJtrum has received auch proinineot gratuitous 
mention in the Journals proper as would have been 
denied it even in their advertising department. hail the 
true nature of the compound been known. Here is 
Dr. Davy's reply: "Dear Doctor— We have never 
given thf fhcmiral- working formula to any one. We 
have spent much time, bard atudy aod money in 
obCalolttf oar knowledge, and aa tome ebemtel has 
to prepare the compound, we thought It butri^ht to 
retain tbe formula. Any one desiring the therapeu- 
tical knowledge and aulBcleAt of Ita ohembtry, so 
that they may handle cases of typhoid fever just aa 
iDtelligenlly and successfully as w« have dnoe or can 
do. niehlnronnaiion will be obeerfulty glTcn.' The 
medh ine will he munufacturad by , and aold 
at two dollars a pint." 

We have aobseqaently aacertalned that the blank 
space should htive beeD filled in by tbe words 
" Chemical Works, Springfield, Ohio." although we 
haw not yet dlaeovwe d who oonatUatn the com- 
pany, and are. liierefore, not io a pOiitlOn todeny 
that Dr. Davy is a member of it. 

While Dr. Davy has ehowtt a nmarkable degree 
of a certain kind of shrewdness io thi^ matter, the 
RTcaliogof the cloven foot, even at this late di^, will 
plaien the ffofoMioa on their guard. 



Bince the above was written we have RCeived 
from Dr. F. A Duckwell, <if Kn ;i Oliin, a pamph- 
let which tbe doctor says was tiauded mm as he was 
entering the gate of tbe Clark County (Ohio) Pair, 
on the 30th ult. It in entitled "A New aod Effective 
Treatment of that Terrible Lingering Disease. 
T^pbold Fever, DUcovcred," and la dgoed by 
"J. O. Davy. A. M.. M. D.. 22 East High St . 
Spriogfleld, Ohio." Tbia pamphlet declarea it as 
fia object "to inform the twblie that another dhcov- 
ery has be' n m tde In the healing art." Viewed 
from tbe siandpoiDt of honorable medicine aa it is 
understood by the regolar profenion, of which It is 
presumed Dr. Davy is a member, this painplilet ia 
one of the most questionable pieces of business to 
wUeb our attention baa for many year* been called. 



We tender our readers our aiooeraat apologiea for 
having follo«red tbe Medical Haeoid Into tbla akllK 

fully-oet trap. The tricks and devfoaeof tbe nostrum' 
monger are often very ingenious. It is his highest 
^m to reach the public through tbe piofesoion. but 
it la very aeldom be succeeds in such deliberate 
schemes as that conceivi d by Dr. D,ivy. We should 
not be at all surprise«l at fiudiog in tbe next edition 
of his dodger some reference to the diecnnlon into 
which he inveigled our esteemed contemporary and 
ourselves. Notoriety, at any cost, is tbe focxl on 

which such qncatlonnble acbemes aa hto beat 

floarlab. 



OlYCBRIKB Ui TUK TuiiATMKNT O? ACUTS FAB- 

VOM DraKama.— Dr. Mariano Sennola. Frufeeaorat 

the Faculty of Medicine, Napiee^ baa an article on 
thia subject in Bull. Qen. de Tbenpw, of which the 
following la an cpltouo: 

In the treatment of fevers, generally speak'ng, we 
arc at a loss for any curative agent capable of acting 
at once upon the cause and origin. 

If we except (}uinine in the treatment of paludal 
fevers, we c<in only modify the temperature in infec- 
tloua fevera by tbe appKc^itlon of cold, and calmly 
look on while the poison e.xhau.sls itself in the nya- 
t«m, during which time the system iti^clf becomea 
exbatisted, and we must therefore recognize Ibe Im* 
portauco of finding mme su silance capable of 
storing up strength, and preserving it. It is ua- 
necesitary to recall a practice alrea<ly in vogue vritli 
this view in some European schools, consisting of 
alcohol, as tbe fundamental treatment of some 
fevers, typhus, pytemia, and the exanthemata. The 
antipyretic action of alcohol is ni>t favorably viewed 
here, although it has been in high re|>ute by eomeof 
the mosteminent men of the pres^ent day. 
I I am of opinion that the action of alcohol ia 
simply ft toxic action, as T demonstrated before the 
Internaliunul Congress of }iru.<^iielii, an aclioo, toxic 
like so mai y iher reputed antipyretics (sucb 
as digitalis, phenic acid, etc ), wliich poisooa 
tbe patieut, aud those orguus or Ucsue^ which are the 
necessary instruments of tbe febrile maoipulatioa. 
In this way 1 he puticul combats with two poisons, 
the one lieiug thai of the fever proper, aod the other 
that of digitalis or other snbatanoe pre«cribed, and 
thus be succumi <i under the two mora rapidly than 
be would uuder oue. 

Tbe deeds and clinical recorda of theae blind 
nnd incenaed faaatlca have ftilly proved to ma their 
error. 

Id 180B I denonnced tbelr practice, and waa va* 

gimlttl as a blasphemous anti progres.'iist. I would 
add DOW for tbe sake of those young practitionera 
who allow tbemaelvea to be carried away by tbeaa 
dangerous utcplun Ideas respecting salicylic acid, 
phenic acid, iodoform, eU*., which are tbe fashion of 
tbe day, that socb applicaiUons are all illoaloni. 
Tit ■p must either be employed In bomteopathic 
t duties, and thus imitate the prescription of a quack 
I or cbarlalan, or they moat be imtploycd Itt |Ropo^ 
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tioD iodicAted by aciealiflc experience to destroy the 
infecttoos (microbea). In whkh mm boUi would be 
destrorod, the ^rms and Ujc patient. This was 
well Illustrated at a theatre, where the clown acting 
M doctor wn Mkcd a aura and effleaeioiiB ramedy 
for headache. The nuswcr consislfd of fmir wnrd^- 
"Cut his head off." What irony for certain pro- 
freastoto; but what • leaaon. Well, to ratara to Ihe 
storing up of aliments. Although the use of nlrohnl 
cannot always be doubled, on the other hand it pre. 
wnta grave objectloita to its general use, by Its ex- 
citing action upoD the heart aud bralu, which some 
times renders the preexisting condition worse, and 
brings aboat a cardiac cataetrophe due to ezhauMlon 
of the hcurt consequent upon over-sustained t xt itf 
nent. This is not all. The gsstric mucous mem- 
brane, already trrltited, is made more *o by tbe 
alcohol, and the dii/cstion m aterially impaired. lu 
consequence of this I have entirely abandoned it in 
my practice, and I have aearcbed elaewhere for a rab- 
staiice that might answer the same purpose without 
any of its diawbacki. I selected glycerine for this, 
because I ooosidered Its chemical constitution war* 
ranted the supposition that as h substitute for alco- 
hol it would afiord to patients a belter resistance 
against the exhausting action of the fever; my an- 
ticlpatioM were soon crowned with excellent rc 
suits. 

I use glycerine diluted with water in the propor- 
tioa of» glycerine, 30 graaimes; citric acid. 2 

^rammwt; wnter, 500 grnmmcs; or lemon juke to 
littvoi , mix. Of this I give about au ouucc every 
hour. 

My rule for beginning its use b when the tempera- 
ture reaches 104' Fahr. 

Some time after the glycerine has been taken the 
quantity of urea diminishes, in two cases to the 
quantity of 10 grammes ( 3 iiss) in the 24 hours, but 
generally only to that of 6 or 7 grammes. Upon the 
suspension of glycerine, the urea Immediately in- 
creases in amount. 



Wood- Wool, a Nf.w Srnnic vi. Dhe.^sino — The 
reign of carbolic acid may be said to be over, and 
there are numerous as|riraats to the proud po-iition 
iu which t'le deposed monar* h so long lield undii. 
puled sway. W« have taken occasion to lay before 
our readers, from time to time, the claims of these 
aspirants or acluil usurpers, prominent among 
which are corrosive sublimate, boracic add, iodo- 
form and subnitrate of bismuth. The chief obstacle 
to the use of these has been a vehicle for their appli- 
cation. Glass-wool, ashes, sand, etc., have been 
employed, but none of th^m have been completely 
satisfactory, ana tbe demand for a substance for per- 
manent dressings continue-*. The latest substance 
for this purpose is "wood-wool" (Ilolzwolle), intro- 
duced by Professor Bruos, of Tub ngen. It is 
finely ground wood, such as is extensively used in 
the manufacture of paper— a clean -looking, delicate 
Ubicd, soft, yellow])»h-whlte anhstance, having the 



odor of fresh wood and being capabls of absorbing 
a large quantity of liquid. The Pimnt pk*<* 1* ^ 
best wood for the purp'>«f> The wood wool thus 
procured is first prei>6ed, passed through a sieve, 
then dried and impregnated with a eolation oont^- 
' in^; half per cent, of corrosive sublimate and 10 per 
I cent, of glycerine. This dressing is cleanly, com- 
fortalite and very cheap. It poeseesee aoine antisep- 
' tic properties naturally, lia.s an asreeable odor, and 
I is exceedingly elastic, even in thin layers, so that 
baodagee can be put on more lightly with thle than 
with any other dre-vsing. Its absorbent properties 
! are so high that it takes up twelve times its own 
I weight of water, io that too gnna. of well dried 
wood- wdol after compleia nturation attain n wei^t 
I of ISOgrms. 

I Dr. Bruos daims that high abeorlient qualitiei is 

surgical dressings are of vast importanee, "as pri- 
i mary wound healing taltes place the more readily, 
I tbe more completely tbe dHscharges are co n d n elBd 
; from the wound— the drier the wound and ilH viciu- 
I ity are kept— as it is under these circumstances that 
I decomposition proossiee are most securdy excluded. 
I If the dressing has absorbed the secretiotis of the 
first few days, the evaporation and drying up of the 
contained moisture sbould be permitted; then, as 
the discharge from the wonnddiminishci<i. the dfena- 
ing, now dry, can remain a considerable time as a 
permanent one. With this object in view, it is in- 
dispensable to omit the occlusive layer of the typi- 
cal Listerian dresilne, as the drying of the dressing 
is prevented by it. Wah the same objeel iu view I 
prefer the covering of the wound with gUss-wool. in 
place of the protective, as under this the. suture line 
is of necessity kept moist." 

In his own clini< lUe nwdo of dressing is exceed- 
ingly simple. After the wound has been disinfected 
by copious irrigation with a one pcr-cent. (.1 per 
cent, t) solution of sublimate, and the dtainage 
' f'!hr« have Ix'cn placed in, the suture Hue is covered 
with a layer of glass-wool. Upon this ih placed a 
sufficient quantity of wood-wool, either rimply 
wrapped in <iiblimate s^&m.a or Biwed up in the form 
I of a pillow. The latter form is preferred tor hos- 
pital use. He considen it best then flret to place oo 
the wound n smnll pillow, then a larger one that will 
widely overlap this in all directions. These are to 
be fastened on by a llrm binder. HesomDarlaas 
the results obtained by him with this dressing be- 
tween tbe dales November 1, to March 15, 1888. 
One hundred and eighty considerable operations and 
wounds were treated with sublimate antisepsis, the 
majority with wood- wool. In the case of those 
treated with wood>wool the first dressing, with few 
exceptions, rein;iiri(d from one to four weeks un 
touched. Occasionally patches of moisture were 
vhiible on the dressing on the earlier days, but with- 
iii a short time these btcame dry and remained so. 
' and when the dressings were changed the wounds, 
' without exception, were absolutely dry and free 
from irrilaU'Ui. With the excepli :: of oue ease of 
erysipelas, no complication was ob^en'ed ihrough- 
I out. 
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A Dlvtou s DiruiMA in Coukt. — The following, 
from the Presbyterian Observer, is said to be a re- 
port of an address to the jury of a farmer whom a 
dodtor bod sued for services. The late Alexander 
H. Stephens wa« attorney for the defense aed Rob- 
ert Toombs fnr the piafntifT After the latter's 
case bad been prcsentctl. it appeared so plain 
tint Mr. Stephens adviied hto client to pay up. 
•lld refused to ad ln s'; the jury. The defendant, 
however, declined to follow this advice, and request- 
ing the priTUegtt of himieir addreMioir the jury, was 
allowed to do so, und this Is the way he did it : 

"Oeotlemen of the Jury, you and I is plain farm- 
en. and if we don't stick together itaeae ere Iftwyer* 
and (Ifxitors will fnkc :idv;ititair<- of us. I ulti't no 
lawyer or doctor, and I ain't no objectiooa to them 
la tbeir proper place, but thc^ ain't farmera^ gentle- 
men of the ]ur\ . Xoxs- this man, Royston, was no 
doctor, and I went for him to come and doctor my 
wife'i sore leg, and lie came and put some aalve 
truck on to it, and some ra?s, but never done it a 
bit of good. Gentlemen of the Jury, I don't believe 
IM is a doctor any way Tliere b doctors as is doc- 
tors, suri' enough, but this man don't earn his money, 
and if you send for bim, as Mrs. Sarah Atkinson did 
for a negro boy as was worth ll.OOO, he Just kills 
him and wants you to pay it." 

"I don't," thundered the doctor. 

^'Did you cure him?" asked Peter, with the slow 
accents of a jud^c with ft black cap on. Tlie doctor 
wasailent, and Peter proceeded: 

*'Aa I was saying, gentlemen of the jury, we 
farmars, when we sell our cotton, has just gut to 
give vally for the money we ask, and doctor's ain't 
none to good to be put to the same rule. And 1 
dool believe thb en Sam. Royston is a doctor no 
bow." 

"Look ut n)v liiploiua, if you think I am uo doi - 
lor." 

*'IIis diploma! ■ exilaimed the orator, with great 
contempt. diploma! Gentlemen, thin U a big 

word for printed sheepiikin, and It don't make no 
doctor of the sheep as first wore it; nor does ii of 
the man lUi now rarrict it; a good newspaper liais 
more in it, and I pint out to ye that he ain't no doc- 
tor at all." The doctor was now In a futy, and 
screamed out ; 

"Ask my patients if I am not a doctor." 

"I asked my wife," retorted Peter. "Bhe said 
»he thought he was not." 

"Ask my other pattonta," aaidtlie doctor. 

This seemed to be the straw that broke the 
camel's back; f<v Peter replied with look and tone 
of unutterable sadness: '"That is a hard sayinf. 
gentleman nf the jury, and one that requires me to 
die. or to have powers as I have hearo tell ceased to 
Iw exercised since the Apostles. Does he expect me 
to bring the angel rF<iliricl down to toot Ins horn l>c- 
fore his ttmc, and cry aloud, 'Awake, ye dead, and 
and tell lliis court and Jury your opinion of Bam. 
Boyston's practice?* 

Am I to go lo the lonely churchyard and rap on 
tta« iilient tomb, and aay to nu aa lit at last at real 



from physic and doctor's bills, 'Get up hero, you, 
and state if you died a natural death,or was ^ou hur- 
ried up some by doctors.' He saj's .isk his j itii ntts, 
and gentlemen of the jury, tkei^ are all dead! Where 
is Mrs. Beasley's man, 8amt 0o ask the worms in 
tlie u'ra%'eyard, wliere lie lies. Mr. Peak's woman, 
Sarah, was attended by him, and the funeral was 
appointed, and he. the doctor, had the corpse ready. 
Wliere is tlio likely Hi!!, as belon<;i'd to Mr. 
Mitchell? Now in glory, expressing hi8 opinion of 
Royftton's doctoring. Wliere is that baby gal of Harry 
Stephens? She is where doctors cease to troul>le 
and the infants are at rest. Gentlemen. he has eaten 
chicken enough at my house to pay for this salte; 
I found the rags, and I don't suppose he chaises for 
making her worse, and even he ilon'l prelend' to 
charge for curing her, and I am humbly thankful he 
never gave her nothing for her inwards, as he did' 
bt<^ other patients, for something made them all diii 
mighty sudden." 

The applause was great, and it Is needless to say 
the doctor lost and Peter won. 



Poisonous loa-CnBAM.— Truly there's a poison- 
drop in man's purest eup. Death lurks in nooks we 
know not of, and anon in its n^taclly claims its vic- 
tims. The latest aminiacade wldcb lias been re- 
vealed is the innocent looking and .seductive ice- 
cream, that prominent feature of social gathering 
and church feetlvals. witiiout which tliese affaire 
would be stale, flat and unprofitable. 

According to Homo Health about two hundred 
people who attended a chnrdi festival at Joliet, Ill- 
inois, were taken after eating ice rrcsm with diar- 
rhofa, vomiting, painful cramps and considerable 
prostration, although, fortunately, these symptoms 
^v. rr not the foreruiuiers of any serious or fatal 
consequences. The symptoms were so similar to 
those caused by tartar emetic, that the local profea* 
sion gave it as their opinion that this drug liad, ac- 
cidentally or otherwise, been added to the cream. 
A sample of the lot partaken of was taken in charge 
by the authorities and sent to Dr. Clias. B. Gibson, 
chemist to the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Chicago, for analysis. Dr. Gibson found no 
Hntimooy. and thus allayed the suspicion of foul 
play. He. however, detected ptomaines, alkaloids 
which are formed In the first stages of the decompo- 
sition of animal matter, but whicli disappear OT are 
destroyed by further deoompoiilion. 

The process of maldng the cream in question 
was favorable to the development of ptomaines. It 
appears that after the cream bad been collected, it 
stood three or four hours, when it was subjected to 
heat, then stood a few houxa longer betote the 
freezing Some of the cream contained the germ 
which has the power of starting the pro- 
cess of decomposition, and -'forming the 
ptomaines. The boiliug process put a stop 
to further decomposition, and thus fixed the poison- 
ons alluloldn» for they could not then 1»e deatrofod 
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bj further decoroftodtion. and bolliDg and freniDf 

la not able to deatroy tht m. 

Milk, above all oiber artides of food, is liable to 
oootdo Imporlties fton the air. It may oontain, 

aad very oft<?n does, llic spore* of every kind of 
bacterial germ, from the ruVrefs baaUua, Uus recog- 
niiad came of eomumption, to the germ of diph- 
theria and other diseuaes. Whatever may t»e flout- 
ing in the air is very lilicly to get into milit, and 
without ditubt any sort of germ flada that milk la a 
▼cry proper food medium, in which it can live and 
multiply its race. 

The prevention of millc contamination is nearly 
Impnsaible. The sort of cootamioat!on which 
adulterates milk init>1v depends upon what may 
happen to be iu liiu air. TUe ^^erms whicli chuso 
the manufacture of ptomaines are not hIwujh in ibe 
air equally, at all limes and places, but wiien they 
are, food of any kind, as well as milk, is liable to 
become cootamlDatcd, and then we read the accouot 
of poisoning by caaoed fruit «ir nvM fn families, or 
the poisoning of whole church fesiivaU by ioe- 
enam. The different meihodi of pfeaervlng 
various foods in air-tight cin . or by cold or heat, 
are efficient only because tbene methods exclude the 
germs of putrrfai^ion. Tf fruita or meat are cooked 
or frozen, the germs iiri-, ptTbapi, destroyed, and 
then if the food is inclosed io cans it is more or less 
IvolMledfroin germa la the air. 



Kaikine.— This more recent addition to the list 
of antifebrile agents is beginning to excite some at- 
tention this ride the Atlantic, and the rejiorts of ex- 
periments with it abroad will be awaited witli inler- 
e»t. A series of oliservaiions has been published by 
Paul Outtmann in the Berliner Klioische Wocheo- 
schrift. The record covers aefcnty'two obaemtkma 
on forty-two paticnt«, comprising ca<se9 of pneumo- 
nia, meanles. phthisia. typhoid fever, ecarititina, 
pleurisy, periioniti.4. cryilpelaa, ague and aeptle- 
lemia. The experiments were made in these cases 
only during fever and when it was likely to ba pro- 
longed. The drug was adminiatered In the latter 
part of the morning and continued tinlil the end of 
the afternoon. In the m i jnrlty of the cases the 
leimperatiire ranged from 89.5* C. (l€8* F.) to 40.6* C. 
(105" F ) when the drug was given. 

It was shown Uiat kahrio, administered in hourly 
doaes of one-half to one gramme (7i to 15 grains), 
was soon followed by a gradual fall in the tempera- 
ture of the body, so that in from three to four and a 
half honra after coniDiencenient, In the majority of 
cases, a considerable re<iuction had taken place, and 
in several the register indicated a normal body heat. 
By repealed doses of a gramme of the kairin the 
normal temperature may always he gained; tbia la 
Toiielii d for by Filehoe and Ou'tm inn In many 
palieuU a notable degree of pcn<|iirtitiun was met 
with, capecially in cases of phthisis. Aa the tem- 
perature fails the pu'sc becomes k-sa frequent. No 
unpleasant symptoms were caused by the kaihn, 
which was naed freshly prepared; older apeclmena 



may give riae to (^ranosla and conapan. The vaML- 

pyretic action of kairin \n not « f\iki'nr(i thruuwih re- 
peated use; each new dose is followed by the usual 
reanlt Kidrin la Incapable of shortening tbe dlseaae 
or altering its phenomena. Grteni-ti r ilnr[iti(.n of 
the urine appears about twelve hours after the ad> 
ministration of the drug, and huts gcnemlly for 
about twenty-four hours. A contrast in made be- 
tween tbe effects of quinineandtbo»e of kairin. The 
latter acta more rapidly, but ia of shorter dnraHon, 
tbe former is Just tbe opp^isiie. Kairin given in 
hourly dof es of one gramme after tlie employment 
of three to four grammes has a more powerful and 
consunt antifebrile effect than quinine in doaea of 
one and a half to two grammes. 

Ill spile of Ibe favorable aotipyreiic action of 
kainn as indicated l>y these eippnlnienla, the dmg 
should be given with caution, on account, psriicu- 
larly, of its depressant acliim on the heart. While 
it aeenu lo have the pronlse of mndi ▼atuc. It will 
iK'Come physicians to administer it tc!itntivt-!y until 
further familiarity with its properties is altaioed. 



Oh Pkbsoital Prbcaotioks that wat bs 

Apoi'tkd bt Mrdicai. Men WHiLm" Attekdino 
CaaBaoir Inrscnoca DiasxaB.— Dr. Charles Qreen 
makea tbeae auggestlona In the Lanrct: 

1. Always have the window opened hfdSon enter- 
ing the patient's room or ward. 

2. Never stand between the patient and the fire, 
but always between him and tbe open window. 

3. If poasible, change your coat before entering 

the room. 

4. Do not go in for unneoeMaiy nnacnltatlon or 

other iihy!«ical examination. 

5. Stay as siiorl a lime Oii possible in the room. 

0. Never, while in the room, swallow any saliva. 

7. After leaving the aick-room. wadl the handa 
with water containing an aotiaeplic. 

8. Rinse out the mouth with diluted **toilet 
Sanita**" or C fluid, also garu'le the throat 
with it, and bailie the eyea, mouth, and nostrils. 

9. Expectorate and blow the noae Immedlatdy on 
leaving the sick room. 

10. Keep up tbe general health by good food* 
exercise, and temperance. 

11. In addition to the above recommendations, 
which are all pretty generally known, I would 
sugg^t another, which ia, in my opinion, the 
most important of all. This is to filter all the 
air you breathe while in the sick-room or ward 
through an antiseptic medium. My method la to 
use a McKende'^ Inhaler over the noae and mouth. 
I carefully coak the sponge in a strong solution of 
cart>olic acid bef'>re enlertug the mk room. It is 
an made that all the air tirealhed must necessarily 
come ihroui^b this sponi^e, and the expiretl air is 
emitted by a valve ociiou at another place.* I have 
worn thia not only In tbe Fever Hoepilal warda, 
but in many of the typhus dens in this borough. 
It is to ihis method that I attribute the fact that 
although I bave nttendcd between SOO and 800 
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cases of typbus during the lost twelve months, 
and seen many more. I have hitherto escaped ia> 
fecttoa myself. The only objection (which is not 
of much importance in a hospital) is the unsightly 
appearance one has wUh Ihe inhaler in titu. Th'i 
objeciion is. however, a very slight one when wci cln d 
AjCainBt the greatly increased safety ouv uol uuly 
fieela, but. I believe, actually posaesMS. I am not 
aware of this metlioil having been mentionei) pre- 
viously ; smd Ibis fact, and my desire to prevent a 
icpetilbm of the late d]««atroi» fetalittoa, niut be 
mj epokigr for brtogiec It beCon ttae pvofenloo. 



CnnoMc TntkhtinaTj Catarrit.— Prof. Noth- 
nagel (London Medical Record) at (he tueetiog of 
the K. K. ^rzilicher Gesellachftft su Wien., on 
Miiy 18ih, spoke on the subject of chronic intestinal 
catarrh, which, he said, has been little mentioned in 
text books. There is also no explanation given, in 
pliysiological text books, of the fact thiit heulthj in- 
dlTiduals have generally only one stoul in Ihe 
twenty four boun; end Notbnegel thinks that so 
explana'inn can be given, but that it is one nf those 
arrangements, depeodiog partly on the anatomical 
relationa of the parte, end partly on inoenpetiott. for 
which we cannot ncr unt. Chronic intestinal ca 
terrb may be considered to be present when mucus 
appears Id the notions, elthoagh the Absence of 
mucus must not be regarded as conclusive eridenee 
•gainst the eiisleooe of catarrh. 

Kothnafel divides the cases of chronic Intesthml 
catarrh into four classes . 1. Those patients who 
have a Stool every second or third day, ufteo pro- 
duced artlilcially- this it, the type of primary chronic 
catarrh of the lur^e intestine, and depends, accord- 
ing to Nothna^el oa diminished anatomical activity 
of the ganglion cells. 3. Cases where a stool is 
pamed daily, hut ench time thin, pnl|)y. and mixed 
with mucus. 8. Cases with irregularity in the state 
of the bowels, sometimes constipation, sometimes 
diarrhoea, and sometimes an alternation between the 
two: the diminished activity of the nprve-cclls ex- 
plains the constipation, and the irritation of the 
feces causes eventually the diarrhflea, which may 
also be excited by a very small error in diet. 
4. Cases with continued diarrhcca. Here, however, 
eihronic ulceration of the bowels must be distin- 
guKhf.) frorn cifarrh. Where diarrhnpa Is y>rfs' rt 
without ulceration of the large intestine, Nuthaagcl 
baa always found an affection of the small intestine 
as well. When the food does not undergo its nnr- 
mai changes io the small intestine, it acts as an Irri- 
tant on the mucous membrane of the colon, and 
causes the diarrhn a. Some patientH hare a stool 
after each meal, some after a mid day meal only, 
and sonw after aa oveaing meal only. Nothnsgel 
would expldn thia bj referring It to nervous In- 
fiuenc^ 



Abkknktiiy on CoiiREcr T.ivixo vs. Dbuos. — 
The MiMlical K^rd reproduces an extract frum the 
tkiograpby of the late General Diz, hj his son, Mior* 



gan Dix, In which is given an MMOavt of an Inter- 
view with Abernethy, whom the Qaoeral had con- 
sulted for professional advice. It is gratifying to 
note that the common sen e advice of the illustrious 
physician was taken in a common sense way by the 
1 distingiiisheil patient, and th;tt the result wa<» a ripe 
I and robuj»l old age (yO years), of wLiiuii uie dyspeptic 
I youth of theQeneral scarcely 1,'nve promise. After 
hcarinfj a few words of his patient's story, Aber- 
nethy cut him bhurt as follows: "Sir, you are pretty 
far gone, and the wonder i« you are not ffone en- 
tirely. If you had consulted rommon sense instead 
of the medical faculty, you would probably have 
been well years ago. I can say nothing to yon «t- 
cepting this: You must take repular exercise, aa 
' much as you can bear without fatigue, as little medi> 
cine aa poaslblr. of the sljafrteet Mnd. and thie only 
when absolutely n* ( i'^-:iry, and a modest quantity 
of plain food, of the quality which you Hod by ex- 
perience best to agree with you. No man, not even 
a physican. can ju i mbe diet for another. 'A 
stomach is a stomach;' and it is impossiMe for any 
one to reason with aafeiy from bis own to that 
any other jHjrson. There are a few genml rules 

(which any man ot common sense may learn in a 
wedt, such aa thJa: That ridi food, high aeaaoiiiBf, 
I etc., are injurious. I can say no flMwa to Jou, air; 
you must go and cure yourself," 



DrLIVERT PrKVKKTKD by F]Nt.ARORD FOCTAX. 
Splken.— Surgeon-Qeneral Chas. R. Francis, of the 
British Army, reports in the Slcdicai Press and Cir- 
cular a very singular case whiclif 16oi^rred in the 
practice of Dr. Webber, of Dinaj»ppore. Tndi i: A 
well-formed native female, tet. 20, was tul^en in labor 
with her first child, and attended by a native mid- 
wife. The labor had coniiuued for several hours, 
when the civil surgeon was called, his services being 
desired, owing to the ceaaalion of all paloa after 
the delivery of the head. The child was dead, but 
he corrected the posiliuo with facility, bringing the 
shoulders down and hooked down the arma with his 
flnprers. In this position traction was pracliofd for 
two hours without any advance. At this time the 
head became detached. The woman was then 
plactfd under chloroform and podalic version per- 
formed, but still without effecting deliiraij. It was 
decided to open up the child's abdomen, the dtaten. 
sion of which was the obstacle to delivery. A 
guarded scalpel was introduced, and after the open- 
ing was made, an eaormoua and hard tumor was 
detected, which required to be broken up before it 
could be removed. The delivery was then esaity 
accomplished, and it was then discovered that the 
tumor was an enormously enlarged spleen. The 
placenla«ame away in eight hours without Qooding. 
and the woman made a complete, though alow, re- 
covery. 

TfUBATHBRT W ScnOPOLIDM m CHnOUK.— 

The "Journal of Cutaneous and Vt nereal Diseases" 
thus summarizea some conclusiuus recently pulh 
]iabed1vH.Babatier: I. The best mode of treat- 
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ing scrofulides of cbildreo is by scraping followed 
by the thanno-c&iitery. Scmplng removM the dto- 
eafief! tissue, and cauterization completes the work 
by dcstroyiog ibe patbological elements whicli have 
survived the fomier prooBK, and by setting up a 
bfnign iiud repamtive inflatnmation. II. Aftir 
every operation for scrofuiidc of the llmt», an air- 
tight dreaaing (foJiMiMnf par MehrsiiMk) with Mripa of 
diachylon plaster will be found of preat adviuilagc 
by repreMiug the teadeocy to exuberant granula- 
tion. The wre hesis more npidly, and the remilt* 
ing ctcAtrix ia thinner and more flexible than when 
the usual bandages are employed. III. This kind 
of dnaelnf, however, ta elmoet impoeeiUefor appli* 
cation onthe face and neck. lY. Local treatment 
of a sorofulide should always be resorted to in aid of 
coBMltutioaal measures. ■ Only the fonner will avail 
to arrest a suppurutiiii? process which has lasted for 
several years. Without local treatment, too, the 
patimit i» Uabte to be more or less disfigured by the 
cicatrical keloids which will Inevitably be produced. 
It is in cases of tabereuloas acrofalide, against 
which the best-directed constitutional treatment is 
generally powerless, that local measures arc of the 
greatest utility. By destroying the tubercle at the 
outset of their development, we cffecluaily check 

the pragreai of the evil. 



Beeb versus Watkr.— Medical Press and Cir- 
cular: Advocates of the virtues of water compared 
with those possessed by beer whan employed as 
articles of diet during labor \vl!l bo much chagrined 
at the result of a remarkable contest, w^ed on 
Friday last, with a view to determining the respec- 
tive merits of the two beverages. The .«cene of this 
curious trial was a farm near Amesbury, in 
Wiltshire, where, nnder the ausirfoea of the Church 
of Englaud Temperance Society, two farmers com- 
petcd against one another with a view to decide 
which conld do the greatest amount of harveat work 
within !i givt-n (inie. one drinking beer and the 
other water during the contest. The arrangement 
was entered into at a public meeting at Salisbury, 
when Mr. Terrell, a Wiltshire farmer, and the 
chaiupioQ of liecr, challenged Mr. Abbey, an Oxford- 
shire farmer, and the champion of water, to a day's 
labor, the stakes being .€5 a side. At the end of the 
time "beer" was declared the winner by more than 
one acre, the surfaces cleared having been, by Mr. 
Terrell (beer), 15a. :lr. 16p. ; by Mr. Abbey (water), 
Ha. Br, Op. It is, of coun^e, to be assumed that all 
other cit e umstuaccti were,as nearly as could be.equal 
on both sides, for otherwise it would hardly have 
occurred to the temperance advocate to siiL't7>"<f ihe 
competition; and this (K:iag admilled, uu uuuii^iak- 
able victory would appear to have heaik seeored by 
beer over its opponent water as a supporlsr of 
stamina during labor. 



COPPKR AS A PaOPHTLACnC AMD CURB IN 

('holer,a. — The occurrence of cholera in Egypt has 
revived the claims of copper to specific properties in 



this disease. Following the original announcement 
of these claim k by I3urq. the metallotherapbt of 
' Paris, the iM-iief in their validity became very gpn- 
eral, or ul least it beeauie fashionable tt) hold tiie 
drug possessed of these properties. Burq adduced 
many facts calculated to support his hypothesis, and 
> among theue was the immunity of employes in cop- 
I per works during epidemics of cholera which had 
' preceded. In the comparative absence of the di^- 
I case for many years the virtues of the metal have 
not been eaovaased. H. Bailty. however, at a recent 
meeting of the French Academy of Medicine vil'i' 
ously oombatted these claims, adducing personal 
testimony in refutation of the copper-prevention 
theory. In 1866 his practice was among the work- 
men employed in the manufacture of articles con- 
alstiog chiefly or wholly of copper. These worfc> 
men, notwitbstandiag the fact that they were con- 
stitutionally "cuprldzed" after the requirements of 
Burq. were quite as liable to attacic as others,' 
and a number of them fell victims. In a similar 
way copper impregnation has nat been found, as a 
r^ult of M. Bailly's experiments, to be protective 
against typhoid fever or diarrhieaic seizures. His 
communication excited mueh intereat in the 
academy and was rt^ferred to a separate committee 
for ooDslderati,oo. 

I The North American iieview for October pre- 
: senta a nmat attractive table of contents. Senator 

I N. P. Hill writes of "Gold and Silver as 'Standards 
i of Value." In "Some Aspecu of Democracy in 
' Eoglaad," A. V. Dicey malies clear to the American 
reader bow it is that, while all the forms of moa- 
. arcby and aristocracy persist in Britain, the democ- 
; racy, or, in other words, public opinion, absolutely 
: controls the action of the government. Under the 
title of "Cooperative Distribution." the llev. Dr. H. 
Heber Newton gives an instructive historind sketch 
of the rise, progress and fluctuations of cooperative 
merchandizing in the United States during the past 
fifty years. Prof. W. Boyd Dawkins writes of 
"Early Man in America," whose mode of life and 
implements appear to have been identical with those 
of the races that cotemporanously inhabited the 
Mediterranean countries, the Nile basin, and (he 
tropical forests of India. Tiie possibility of "Astro- 
nomical Collisions," by Prof. C. A. Young. Mon- 
ovie D. Conway discourses learnedly, and at the 
: same time most catcrtatningly upon the "Saint Pat- 
rick Myth." Yau Uuren Denslow has an article on 
"Board of Trade Mortatlty." Frederic Harrison 
contributes an article on "Histories of the French 
I HevoluUon. ' Fioally. the itev. £. £. Uale presents 
an inventory of the volume and distribution of "So- 
cial Forces in the United States." PubliJihed at 30 
Lafayette Place, New York. |6.00 a year, 50 cents 
a number. 

Medical Proverbs.— The Midland Medical 

j Miscellany thus happily sums up Scale's introduc- 
I tory con-siderations in his "Slight Ailments/' that 
I most readable and invaluable little book: 
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Go attentioD to slight ailmoata. (Xttta prinetpiu. 
Take oara of 3roar IMDO0 Md ><Hir poandt will take 

care of themselves. Interest in j'nur putl-nt. atten- 
tioa aad kindneas. He that serves welt need Dot ask 
hit wif^. Soft and fidr goes far. 

(>iiirki/rv, liuniViiiL^ and vulnjirlty. Tlw hl^MT 
the ape goed the luori; he shows his tail. 

DediltoathB of gndos. Homoopatby to the bad. 
—Plato. 

Credulity, impositioo, impoature and noiueaM. 
If the monkey is king, daoce befbie hfm. 

"Self-supporting" dispensaries and small fees. If 
a man makes himself cbalT, the fowls will acrape 
him. He that lies with dogs riites with fleas. 

Principles of conduct. Fur nrti nUiU Uim. 
Neither praise nor dispraise thyself; there actions 
serve the tura. Better a fool than a knave, but 
better a wlae man than eltlier. 

PHY8I0L00!CAL AcTfON OP lODOTORM— RcVtie 

Scientifiyue— St. Louis Me<i. und Surg. Journal: M. 
Kummo has reported to the Academy of Science, 
the following results of experimeata with iodofonn 
on mamnoals and frogs: 

]. PragieMlve dtailDation of the namber of van. 
trioolar contractions of the heart; iDcreaae of vnaegf 
oi the vealricular systole. 

8. ReapiratioB remains nonnal under snaall 
doses, but large doses cause first an increase, then a 
decrease, and floally a total arrmt of respiration. 

8. Moderate doses locrsaee the tetnp. t'^l'; large 
dofiei bring about a temporary increase, followed hj 
a lowering of 4-6\ in spite of tetaous. 

4. Local anfeathesia, general malaise, dtminnthm 
of muscular and nervous sensibility and of reflexes, 
especially in the membeis injected, then general 
rigidity, which persists oven after division of spinal 
column. 

5. Large liusps rauw nausea, voniitinp. dysen 
teric discharges and marasnius. and all symptoms of 

lodismos. 

As an antiseptic, iodoform does not destroy the 
germs in putrescent matter, but may prevent their 
developinent Bat dissolved in oU of turpentine, it 
will deitnqr haeteria in their faUeat prollferatioo. 



C0U.B0B TRot?BLB8.— The California Medical 
Joarnal in referring to serious internal dissensioos 
whicii are shaking certain Iowa and Indiana eclectic 
medical colleges, ha^ the following which would re- 
quire but very slight modifications to make; it ap- 
plicable beyond tlio l>oundaries of the eclectic ranks : 

" It eeumtt next thing to impossible for eultcUcb lu 
start a college without this internecine trouble. 
Eic!i fellow want-* h> run tf)'^ 'tuiig. and this 
evcutuaitis io a quurrcl. ou€ purly iiuliiing the fort, 
and the other atartlog an oppt^iition ooU^. If 
there were a little more disposition to snrriflre 
individual feelings, wailing for Time, the great 
equiilser. to right all things, theae tronblea would 

bo less frequent. The organization rJ thcpr r i-ll(>'Tr<! 
in many iustaucte is manifestly imperft^ct. There 



being co saUirles in these new loslitutious, the pro- 
feaaora are paid In glorj. and when one appears >to 

be nVj-nrhiug more than his share of this article, 
others become Jealous and dissatisfied.'* : . 



V. 



A Rbadt Tebt 70R Amoaraiiinc Pdbitt.— 

There is on exhibitioij at the hygienic exhibition at 
Berlin a ready means of testing the atmo:<phere of 
rooms, mines, etc., for presence of carbonic acid 
gas. It consists of an instrument comprising a rub- 
ber ball, into which is inserted a small glass nook, 
and a common reaction-glass filled with lime-watcn 
The ball is filled by alternate compression fni6'^0 
flatiou? wifl( the air of the apartment, which is then 
dischariied into the lime wa'tr. The (juauLity of 
carlx>ntc acid ciui only be roughly estimated by Ihb ' 
abundance of carbonate of lime deposit. It i'; nercs 
1 sary to discharge the ball twenty or thirty tim(^ 
when the air la good, to cause a cloodlnefia. The 
degree of impurity of the suspected air is conwj- 
queatly estimated by the number of times itisueces- 
j saiy to dischaige this ball containing It Into the Hmo> 
water, before the latter becomes cloudy. Tliis is. of 
course, somewhat iodeflaitc although it answers all 
praetkal purpoaea. f: 



HrM.\N N.\TI RE .VND SPKCIALISTS OK Ol1>.— 

t >'.<{ liiii:; iM acutc observcr and we should 
infer from the following sayiu^js of hh ("Metb 
Med." I. i.) thut human nature wm pretty muck 
same under the Roman Empire as. It b under the 
American Republic: "What gives vogue to a physt- 
ciao is not science, but skill in fiatt^ry. To him 
who is the best ajroophant. everTthing beeopea eaay. 
To him every door is open. In a fthorl time he be 
comes rich and powerful." "The asses of Thes- 
solua had paroalled out the art of healing hito tibe 
' most minute subdivisions of practice. Rome 
I swarmed with special cures, bome. for inslanoe. 

confined their practice to the treatneot of the uvula, 
' or the eye lashes, or certain kinds of cutaneous erup- 
tions Some restricted their attention to the treat- 
ment of aged men, otheira to the atroiig'and robust. 
Some would cure only with herbs, others by m-Jins 
of gymnastic exercises." Verily, brethren, Soloo^oa 
was right and thera la nothing new ander Ike nu. 



TuE Tre.\.tment ok Whoop(NO Couau. — Dr. 
Arcbambault recominenis in the Qaz dt'S Hdpit., 
that chihircn sulTcrin;^ from whooping-cough 
be kept iQ-d«x>r.>i uuU that special attention shudtd 
be given to the temperalare of the r.jom whiclAhey 
occupy, that it be kept equable. The adoption of 
such precautions will, he says, prevent the lung com- 
plications and the bronchitis and brondio-pneumonla 
which are so fatal in this diseaire. The riru? which 
he recommeods is atropiw sulphas, which he gives 
In the dose of one drop for each year of the chlld'k 

age thrt r ttmr n rimv r ' n mixture containing OUe 
part of the salt lo 1000 of water. * 
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BoppoBiToitiEs IN PiLBe.— TbcfoUowiog formula 
is rtfcummendcd in a nmat bMM of tbe CtanCte 
MedieHle d« P»rU: 

^ loduforiui 3 J. 

BHlsam peru J I}. 

01. tbe<>l>ronuL*, 

CtitB Mlb « ttt 3 iw* 

KflgiiM. eiilcio 3 j. 

M. 

Divid. io suppoa. No. xij. 

Outt of Umw should be Introduced after eeeb 

CHLOKAit Htdratb as a Pdboative. — B. Booaii 
(Dwitsebo Hod. Z«!tuDK) reoomoiends Ohlonl by- 

(trntr in combioaUon with pcnna a rapid aod safe 
drti&cic i-fttbarUc Tbe fuliowing la bU foramla: 



19 iDfoSb senosB \x. 

Chloml. hydmti* gr. xijv. to L 

Syrupi SJ. 

M. 



With this he obtaioed an action where jalap and 
cth«r drotUcs bad failed. It is douUful, however, 
Ibat a miilun llkft thla will etar beoome popular, 
sagaidleai of ita medicinal fmpertica. 



OccDHinnally a staid European contcmporHry suf- 
fers himself to tie borne away from ibe actual, on 
tbe wlnge of pnesy. Witness, for instanoe. tbe 
Wiener Medicinische Zi'iliing's reference to the chol- 
era in Hiifxpt^ '.'Europe looks anxioiu>ly to tbe land 
'4f Mtk A-hMbr aod listens to tbe Job's posts that 
daily arrive from the Nile deltas. The dark stranger 
wbicli EoKlisb stiips bave carried from India to 
Egypt gHins more and more in power, and tbe nnm- 
b«r of bis viclims already amounts Io rnj rijuis, and 
Ibe Dtvtroying knifiA forces its way fartber and far- 
tber into tbe ennniiy. Oriental fatalism flees not 
frotn the dark vis:iged siranger. but looks him calmly 
in the face, for Allab bas sent bim; tbe apatbetic 
Felliib. brought up in noisome flUh and tbe most 
extreme waot, neither seeks nor expects aid. espe- 
cially from bis deadly enemy, tbe EogHsbmin, and 
tbe black guest from tbe Ganges and tbe Brabma- 
piitia murderously stalka wltb bla pjisoned anowa 
throughout the land " 

The annual meeting of the American Academy 
of Medicine will t>^ h«ld at the New V'ork Academy 
of Medicine, VI W. street. New York, on Tues- 
day. October 9 (.3 o'clock p. m.}, aud Wednes lay, 
•October 10, 1688. lUebani J. DangUiOD, Seemiaiy. 

A new medical school is to be opened in Buffalo, 
and -^ll.tyc tcniivrn'-'as the Medical Department of 
the Niagara University. Like the rest of ibe new 
inadleel coUcffes it is to be conducted " In tbe in- 
ten- t'^ r f the higher medical education." Its matri- 
culutioo requirements, aa pubiisbeti, are accommo> 
dbtbg, tbe student being required "to famish eri* 
denoo uf a ceriain jlh ! ri iHotml)le ntandard of liter- 
airy attainmeutti before euiering upon the study of 
■wdfailiie*" but unforvuateiy tba facul^ flxaa tiia 



isiandard of what iH "reasonable." It lays dowik 
''a graded curriculum of study patterned after tbe 
he^t medical colleges iu this country." If the 
faculty is made up of better material than goes to 
maka up facalttea in general, the matricnlatioii 
standard and curriculum may b«, of a verity. "In the 
interests of the higher medical education," but ahuJc 
and alas, faoiltiee are human, and until eaamloing 
b Mitrrls are Independent of tbe teachlu^ bodies tba 
biicb aotindiog pretentious chuma of new scbooli 
most be heavily dlsoounled. 

The reproduction of tbe papers read before tbe 
meeting of tbe American Medical Association some 
time after they had appeared in the other journals, 
was but poorly culculaled to impress the profession 
favorably with the tirst number of tbe Association 
Journal. The doing so divet^ted it of that peculiar 
air of freshness which is apt to be looked for in a 
new Journal. Tbeie papers have now nearly all ap- 
peared and other communications are seeing the 
light for tbe first time in its columns, with a cor- 
mepondlng inereaee in the attraettveneas of tba 
latter. It is to be sincerely hoped that the mi mlirrs 
of tbe Association will cordially assist the editors in 
placing the Journal in that posltloa which its repre- 
seutaiive chnracter demands. It requires more than 
tbe best efforts of the best editor to make a journal 
a twyeflita^ 

An esteemed, and honeat but misguided, oorrea- 

poudent who holds to the opinion that typhoid fever 
c^jt be aborted, .fefers \i;^Jfi\ 1. Thessaloniaot v. dl. 
and instructs us to do with baptlsia what 8t Paid 

orders. We are not familiar with any such medical 
work nor witb tbe physician whom be quotes as an 
authority. It must be some homoeopatbrc treatise, 
; in which that faith which is the substance of tbiogi 
not wen and the evidence of things hopeil for, is the 
centre around which tbe rest revolves. These cases 
of typhoid fever which our fimtUa SM»<Whis frienda 
abort, mu9t, we think, be cou.nins german to tho<;e 
of diphtheria which they "luock bigher'n a kite 
every time." 

Tbe following, taken from the Weekly Medical 
Rerlew, of Chicago, a journal which so prides itself 
on being posted in all things that it would require 
more hardihood ihaa we can muster to di«ipule its 
Statement: ' A department of medicine is to ba 
openf fl this fall in connection with the Universi^ 
of Michigan. This establishment, the University of 
Michigan, is tbe outgrowth of a sectarian institntiou 
previously known as the C'l'lcp- and Seminary of 
Our Lady of Angels at Suspension Bridge." Who 
would ever have tboogbt toat the University of 
Mlchiijan is the outgrowth of a Lady of Angels at 
8uopension Bridge, or anywhere else. We trust 
Dean l^slmer, of Ann Arbor, will not allow this im^ 
potation to pass ttneballeoged. 

A wr;T(" in \hv. Tjiinccl statc^-: th;it in i\ two yrnrs" 

I practice, iu which be alleudeU a buuUreU aud aeveuty- 
six aoeottcbnanti^ ba mat with but. Ave- pairs of 
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tviofl. From this fact be is led to believe tbal ihe 
proporUoD of twin birtha Is rated too bigh by the 
writers. He furtht-r st ttes that four of Ihe twin 
birtha which be saw were id a couairy village and 
In f amiltea living aol eight j yard* «i»airt. Thto tattar 

!• noitrious fact and would i»ei>m to call for «;nmc ex- 
plUMlioD. The Louisville Medical News iiuggeata 
« Une of Investigation in the tollowlDg query; "Was 
nuiUiplc pregnancy epldeniir in tlmt town, and if 
ao, was the outbrealL due to local condiiioos, or im- 
poftalkin of tbe •pscifle gennl" 

Hm Canada Medical and Surgical Joaraal plaosa 

tbc proportion of people in tlie Unlled StaiC8 who 
have ooros at one to Ave, aod then aska: "if it costs 
tl.SO to efflbet a eme in each case wbat wonTd betlie 
cost of placing every person on i untl fooling?" 
The answer U not difficult: 6:50,000.000: :1 :10.000.- 
000x1.30— $13,000,000. Here Is manifestly a rich 
flcid for cuUivation. Of all the speciallies that of 
cltiropody is, we believe, the least crowded. In our 
ciiy of 140.000 we have but one, and, as far as we are 
able to ascertain. • dmibr diatmring deartli In pire> 
vatent thnugbout this oouotiy. 

Carlyle: "Tirtue i$ its own reward, but !n a very 
diflereot sense than you suppose. Ur. Gowlitbrapple. 
The fttatw it brings! Had ynn ever a dtseaaed 
liver? I will maintain, and appeal to all cnmpeteut 
Judges, that no evil oooscience, with a good nervous 
qrstem. evercnused a tenth part of tbe mlpeiy ttiat 
a bad nervous system, conjoined with the Ix-st con- 
•cienoe or nature, will alwaya produce. Wbat fol- 
lows tlMD? Pay off your moralist, and hire two 
igwtheeariea and two eoolta." 

The "Virtuoso'* of Altendde thus delineates the 

▼ivisectinnist: 

"He many a creature did anatomize, 

AlmoMt unpeopiing water, air and land; 

Beaots, fl^h('6, tiird«<, sniiilH. caierpillars, flies, 
Were laid fuil low by bin relciiilfss band. 

Thai oft with gory crims'tn was diiilaln'd: 
He many a dog dcMrnyM and many n r nt; 

Of fleas bis b«d. of frogs the maraiivH druia'd; 
Could tellen If a mttv were lem or fat. 
And nad a lecture o'er tlia eattalla of a gut.'* 

Two ryn!r<^ ctnnd urttfliing the gay throng al 
Kcwport. "Look ai that wotoan " said one, "dn>aed 
In a white Ottoman silh.** **What, tbe one of tbe 
ahnpf lv flL'ure?" replied tlif nThi-r, ' Yes, berflgttie 
Is trim, but it reminds me of a certain bottle of liit- 
ler*. Over yonder, in dainty mail, ece tbe wife of 
a face powdrr P>ehoM promenading the hall there 
the dattgbters of a cougti syrup, and the awell you 
iaw driving by in a dog cart tatidan Win ilte aoh of 
8 pin " 0:i'' Wi.uiii! <d[nn>i > 1 1 > poio It was A plinnDfr 

ceulical (trade mark) coovcutiun. 

"You are a ouisaace, I'll commit jou," aaid an 
ollttided judge to a aofay person in enurt '*Tou 
have no right to commit a nuisance," aaid the wit. 
This anecdote lias now, we think, gone tbe entire 
round of the medical press. It was started off as a 



new jitke and has oootinurd throughout lo bo so re- 
garded. It may, therefors. be a surprise to Mm* df 

n'lr contempnrarles, when they turn to Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes' earlier wriiinL's, to find it there. 

An advertisement of a bmnd of wine in one of our < 
medical joiimala ooniaios the eodonement of fifty' 
I two profi ssors in the Ne* York and Philadelphia 
medical colleges. Of courHe it must not be sut- 
peeied that |livse gentlemen receive quart samples 
from time lo lime which they test after the manner 
of Ibe world's people. Their endorsements are baM!() 
strfdly on clinical obeervationaon their patients, sup^ 
pleraented by ttrioHy^phgndtfldKiCMa ^esfs- Wifiltt- 
selven. 

Mr. Filzpatrick coinmunic tn tlic Lancet a 
method of treating bonii-olum or ctylc, which hia 
experience with it in Higfpt led him to regaid ae 
valuable. He dissciirds poultices, fomentations, etc, 
and applies tincture of iodine to the lids, c^re being 
taken to keep them apart until diy. A few applien- 
tlons in twr n'y four hours am saldto effect an alHiT' 
tion of incipient cases. 

Tbe Birmingham (Bogland) Medical R<$view in a 
note on tbe amenities of Ameri'^an medical journal- 
ism, selects a certain Loiii->vi,Ie f-heel. ' Mlmse 
editor, ' it says, "is a strong supporter ijf the Ameri- 
can Code of Btliics and hates a liomoB »paih W4iia» 
ihtin snakes," as an illosliatkNi with which to adoni 
its tale. 

A young graduate wbo baa had considerable ex- 
perience and ean furolsh tiie best of rcfen'nces is 
dfhirous of securing an opening with an esii{bli-hi«4' 
proctitluner. Hisaddre^is "Medicus," 282 Thint 
St., Detroit, Mich. 

It is coming to bo generally conceded, in the 
language of a contemporary, "that the sanitarianaof 

Michit^nn arc the most earneflt det of worketn for 
sauiiary reform in the whole country. 



A PlUOTICiLl.TRBATUI ON TIK MSDICAL Vn SCBOIOAI. UflW 

of f tvvtridty. Includlnic LotaJUeil and Oeaeral r«n4i8«- 
Uon; LMColixrd a>idO«!UiraIO«lvaaiaUl«Hi;rratil(ll»ia«tldas 
KIreinlysiw sad Oalvano OaaWiy. B/ Oeoqia H. Maud, ■ 
A. M. D.. IVillow or lb* New York htsaA-mt ot H«4i- 
eiaa;]leBllwror AiB'rlcsa \ciu)<«in.r MtMllclne. etc.*. »(^d 
A. t>. RmftWdll. \ M.. M. D.. Felluw of tbe Svw York 
Aciwl«ixiy <>r Miriticiiie; MftnlMir of Uie Aii>eric>n Ac ■>:< iiiy 
of Medk'iiiL'; Mi-mix^r of thp American Neuri>l -KiL-al Afw*»- 
cilitioii; Elcelro I'tipraiwiiti^T l-) th»- Womaa'tl llospitui <>f 
the Htate of .New York. etc. Pourtb KdUloB. Bevlmnl bgr 

A D Koekvaii, with nsatlr twa handitsd ybktatf> 

tions. 

N<-wYork: Wm. Wood A OOw 

Detroit: Jofcn MucFarlane. 

Ura. Beard aod Rockwell may be aaid to hava 
lieett the pi«meera nf the reputable and aeientiflc ap- 
plication of «'leciricity to therapeutiin, id ihit 
oouniry. Tbe flntt edition of llieir W(»rk supplii>d a 
want which had iwea keenly fell by the prauiii loner 
whosalisAt^ as to the value of eleclricity intelli- 
gently applied hrtd no guide to such applitaiiiou la 
the form of audi systematic treatine as he felt it safe 
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to rely on. The aulhors were very enthusiastic In 
their claims and while they were at time somewhat 
dogmatic'tbe air of conviction based on knowledge 
and experience which pervaded their book soou wou 
for H* place inwhlch it bad no rival in this country. 
Its peculiar feature was the bringing of the subject 
. within the compFebeosion of the general practi- 
' - dbner. In each of the two succeeding editions the 
; hand of the indefatigable worker. thn Into Dr. 'Rpard, 
%. was apparent io the efforts to bring it abreast of the 
times. In the fourth edition the worli of rsvlBlng 
has devolved solely on Dr. Rockwell and he hris per 
'formed it Id a most satisfactory maaoer. He has 
'entirely rewritlen tlie chapter on FraoiinBic 
Electricity and adapted it as a guide to Ihr < myiloy- 
■ ^ ineai of the maoy later improvements in apparatus 
and appliances. He has idao devoted eqiecial atten- 
tion to the application of eleeUiclty in the caae of 
extra uterine preigoaocy. 

The niidn divisions of the woi^ are into Bleetro- 
Physics, Electro Physiology, Electro-Therapeutics 
and Electro Suigery, and ttie aul>diTisioas contaia 
chapters devoted to the fullest eluddation of tlie 
varioua subjects embraced under these divisions. 

The work stands without a peer in the field to 
which it is devoted, viz., the adaptation of electricity 
>. t4> the needs of the genenl pnctttlooer. 

Hakb Book of Kr.scTRO-THMiAPiimca. By Dr. Wlihsliii 
Erb. Pnjfessor in the UnWeraity of helpxig. TnuiSlatwl 
by L. I'iit7.el, M. D., Neurolojftst to Iiandall'8 IsJarnl 
UoKpital. and FhyndaQ to the Olnlc for NervouB Dtieaaes, 
Bellerue outHloor DspartmeDt. cte. WHk ttalr^r^ine 
A' wood cuts. 

(, . .Mew York Win. Wood A Ou. 

The volume Iwfore us is the June number of 
* Wood's Library, It is a valuable contribuii on to the 
literature of eicctrioity in ita application to llieraF 
peutic ends, the author beini? probably the most 
scientific electrologUt as well as one of the most 
tmtVfhnA nenrologlsta abroad. Part I fs taken up 
with Physlcu! Introduction; Part II v.-iM; Physio- 
logical introduclion ; Part III with Methods of 
Bieolrieal ExaminaUon and Eleclro-Dli^aoels: 
Part IV ^ ith General Eleclro-Thatapcutics; Part V 
with Special Electro>TlierapeuticB; and the Appendix 
i« devoted to Eleetro-Tberapeutiee of the Payeboses. 

The work is just such a scientific exposition of 
the subject as one would expect from the raok of its 
author in tlie actentlfle world, and is adapted to 
the requirements of the thorough student. It is 
singularly free from auperOciality. and lias none of 
that assumption which to often attempted to he 
palmed oif aa the flnallty of knowledge. 

Anatomy, I)ts<TRipTiVK akd St non ai.. By ITLiiry (Jmy. F 
R. S. ; W illi nil lotroiliU'Uun on lifiu-ial Anatomy iind Dt-- 
velorim nl. by T lliilin.-s M. A.. I'ntitatj.. SiirKi-.m to St. 
George ^ HuapitAl, etc. 0rawinK4 t>y H. V. Career. M. A., 
late DemoiHlrator of AnAtoiuy, St. Qeorge's Uoapltal. 
Edited by T. Pickering Pick. Surgeon to St. George's Hon- 
pttal; Ssatnlner in Anatotny, K>yal CoUego of Sui-ge<:>t..>i 
Of EBglaail. A new AUkOflean from th* Bofftith 
•dltfon, to wUeh is addatf iMBtaaiks. HsdlSal aad 8ri«|' 
dO, by Luther Hoi leu. F. R.,U. A., with adtflMoo* tgr Wm. 
. W. Keen, M. D., Pblla-Jolphia^ 

Pbila<lfl|')iin: Henry C. Lea's BOB A CD. 
Detroit; John Wiltyouiiff:. 



If there Is any one medical book with which the 
' profession is more familiar than another, that Ixiok 
is Gray's Anatomy. It has taken the precedence of 
all other text books un anatomy for the needs both 
of the student and the post-graduate, and it would 
be difficult indeed to imagine a book better su''f"^ t" 
those needs. The original plan of it, as conc4:ived 
by its antlior, too early cut oC haa beeD adherad to 
i throughout the nine editions preceding that now out, 
aod it has not been departed from ia this f urtjier 
than to improve it by the addition of Holdett'a Laod- 
mark<i, and many valuable pof ata by the aUe aittto- 
1 mist, the Amencan editor. 

I The cuts are beautiful spedmens of art, and the 

paper and ty{>ography are in keeping. The binding 
of the copy before us is that superb balf-Rusaia 
library style of which the publisiiers have made a 
specialty. 

Bpitkellova •t Hkt Bladder. 

A PAm BSAD BBFOKB THB MroBO.PA<raOU)OICAt 

j CI.OB. BT OBVILLB W. OWBR, M. U., LBC> 

I TUB£R ON PnTBIOLOQT, DBTBOIT 

I MBDICAI^ COLLKOa. 

Tumnrs of the bladder are divided, as in the oUier 

portions of the lK>dy, into malignant and nnu 
maligoant, but owing to the anatomical formation 
and the physiological work of this reservoir, a 
tumor, which in almost any other portion of the 
frame woul0 do little, if aoy damage, here becomes 
dangerous to life, and so must tie chttsed under the 
head of malignant growth. 

I The literature upon this subject ia so conflicting 
that It it almost worthless, no two authora being 
agreed in thsir views as to the comparative fre- 
quency of the different malignant tumors.' Oross, 
Vol. 2, pages 737 to 739. says: "The bladder is 
liable to malignant diseases as epithelioma and en- 

I cephaloid." "Of colloid and melanosis hardly any 
cases have been recorded." Further, "scirrbus.now 
known as epithelioma, is extremely unooaiaMm." 

Sarcomatous tumors, the recorded cases are SO 
few that any deductions are impossible." 

Condi A Ranvler, page 6M, say: "Primaiy car- 
cinoma of the bladder is usually enccphaloid ;" 
''very seldom is it scirrhus." Billroth, page 093, 
seems to think thai cancer of Uw bladder Is uMally 
villous, and so calls them. Sir Henry Thompson, 
page 31-1. says: "There Is the villous or vascular lu- 
nior. miscalled villous cancer." "eplthdtoaiatfaielow* 
est type of mali;jrnancy,*' and "true scirrhus more 
common than the preceding." "Eocepbaloid some- 
times met with, but very rarely." Coulsoo. page 
123, says: "Kncephaloid is the most usual form." 
"Scirrhus occurs less frequently, and only a few 
cases of epithelioma have been placed on record. " 
Skene, piige 248, believes th;a snrcuma and scirrhus 
may be distinct and separate tumors, or "as dif- 
fitted indurations.'*- There' is no use in quoting 
further, as the balance of text-book authority is 
equally miaieadiagk I oome now to the caae in 
hand. 
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On Hay 18 of the praaentyear. Dr. F K. Owen, 
off YprffoDtl, MIcb., braqght me a speciinen of vrine 
for examiiifiiioD, the resuIlB of Which I gfTV you 
from the original note^-. 

PHTSICAL CUARACTKBISTIC8. 

Color, dirty brown. Sedimcat, flocculent. 
Ifosotion, acid. 8p. gr., 1011. 

Odor, putrid. 

NOKMAI, CONniTtOff. 

Earthy phospbates N. Alkaline phosphates M— 
Snlpbstet M— Chlorides M 4- • 

Urates — Coioriug matter — 

ABNOKHAL CO.NSTITUENTS. 

Albumtuose j Glucose — 

Albumen i BDtaty addi — 

Oolofing nutter M + 

mCROSCOPtC BXAMINATION. 



Bladder epltbelium > 
Hynlinaeifltt — 

Waxy casta — 
Uric acid cylinders — 
Urkaeld — 
Trip!c pho8ph»tei + 

Blood -\- 
Mncna + 

Fat 8t+ 

BacU-riii — 



Kidoey epithelium -|- 
BptthalialcMta — 
Granular casts — 
Fibrin cylinders — 
Oaldum osntalet — 

CanctT celb -J- 

PU8 + 

SpemwtoBoa 

Cholesterine — 

Yea-st fungus — 



My diaguosis of malignant tumor beiug »u pusi- 
ttvo. Dr. Owen agreed, if death took place, to get 
me the tumor. Some time in .July the patient 
died, and true to his promise, the doctor brought 
roe the bladder, which I now ihow jroa. The hli- 
tory of the cnse is briefly thus: 

Mr. b.. aged 74, has been troubled with difficulty 
in pairing water for four years. Hai been under 
treatment by a number of physiciuus am! by quacks, 
homoeopaths, etc. Diagnosis has been cystitis by the 
majority of conBultlog phyaidatta. The lint year 
of Ua trouble he had iQienae paroxysms of pain and 
S()a8m, and was treated for neuralgia of the ttl adder. 
When Dr. Owen was called, be found the ptiticat 
onaMo to pass water, and upon passing a catheter 
only n Hinall amount of urine was obtained. Think- 
iug the case peculiar, and believing upon manipula- 
tion thai there was a tumor, the doctor brought the 
urine to me, but without giving me a liistoi7 of the 
case. 

I would nice the gentlemen to notice in the micro- 
scopical I'Taminatioii of the slides, that no true cpi 
thelium can be recogaized. also that in certain por- 
tionnof the sections eightdded cells are found.. 
Or. F< W, BiowD, whom I asked to examine ttio 



— minus, 
■f plus. 

8t— Btroiuely minu«. 

moderately minus. 
N normal. 
9t+ atroogljr plug. 

noderataljr plus. 



slides with me. thinks these cells are but blood or 
cystic degeneration. I, on the contrary, iaeliae to 
the belief that we have here one of the mixed 
prowth'i of epithelioma and sarcoma, and would re- 
quest the members of the club to discuss this, and 
give me the benefit of their deltberatlons. Tou will 
observe, however, thnf the peculiar cell formation of 
epithelioma is so well marked, that doubt as to the 
msllgnaoey of the growth is ont of the qae»tion. 
The section'? have been stained in htematoxylon, and 
show the different layers of the bladder very finely. 
You wUt notice that the epItfaeUomaitOus growth is 
more distinct in the muooas layer than in fhe mue- 
eular. 
m Qriswold atnet. 



A Caaeoff Piphtherltic Croup Treated ExeU- 

sirely by Calomel. 

KEPORTiil) 1»Y on. I. 11. .JONES. 1 KF,8\ IT.LE, MICII. 

On (he uft^rnooa of August 27ih 1 was called to 
see a patient, aged 2 yean and four months, who 
had been .liek about 24 hours prevlou.s to my vi«iit, 
I found a vigorous looking boy with temperature 
10ft*, pulse IW. A yellowish patdi was embedded in 
the right tonsil, and there was n vrMowish discolora- 
tion of the lip of the epiglotli»,aad as much of its free 
margin as I could see. Respiration was mnoh em- 
barrassed, expiration and inspiration being equally 
difficult, so that his breathing could be heard 
plainly in an adjoining room. In addition there 
was a bid croopy cough, harsh, biraH!y«'«Hl- fre> 
queot. '> 

From previous experience with rimllar cases my 
prognosis was decidedly grave, and i^nsideriag it 
useless to give remedies hitherto resorted to by me 
in such a case, I determined (o give the calomel 
treatment so strenuously advocated by Dr. Reiter, a 
fair trial. ('See Srpiibb's Ephemeris, Vol. T.. No. 5, 
p. 118. and Therapeutic Ga7.elte, November, 1882, 
p. 435; Mbdical Aoe, March 10, p. T4.) 

' The following \V(i9 the treatment nn<\ renult: A 
drachm of calomel was divided iuto 12 powders, and 
ordna given to have a powder adminlslered every 
hour until free purging occurred. I ptirpcfeely re- 
frained from giving quinine, iron, brandy, or any- 
thing else in the way of medidne except milk, so 
that the calomel would havf fair play, and stud 
upon its own merits, if it had any, of which, how> 
ever. I bad littto faith. 

Xcxt morniog I called aijaiu, and was p!o«Ped to 
find my patient living, but apparency the child was 
no better; I thought indeed thaf'he #its rather 
worse, for there was decided drowsiniiss and 
cyanosis. The powders had all bftfen given, and 
some time had elapsed after giving the liiM one 
before the bowels moved, when iiiere was a copious 
evacuation of black, foul-smelling f;eces. 

AboHttth>te'hour8 later there was anothe^ passage, 
but YhlldiBClMikgf wa niiicfa- thIekSer and greenish In 
color. I left six more powders, to be given «a 
before. 
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Calied again that evening and found bowels had 
novod twice, the difldmifM being of a dark green 

color, of the consistence of Jflly. and passed wilb- 
out any pain. (There was no evidence of pain at 
tay tine.) 

Piiticnt looked brighter, the cougU was mucb less 
frequent, and I tboagbi looser. 
Tblnkiag psUeot hud calomel CBOUgli. I gave Uie 



following prescription: 

9 Fl. ext. ipecac.... qtts 

Tr. belUuUmqM. stt xs 

Bpts. etheib oitrosi ...... 3 j 

Afjiifc 5 iij. 



B. A teaspoooful every hour. 

Oslled i^saln nest momlDg and fonad patkat sli- 
tlog up in bed, looking; brlirht and well. 

Breathing was easy and noiseless; temperature 
normal, pulse 190. ciMifb inrraqueDt and loose. 

Tlif patcli on tonsil was still visible, but dimio- 
isbed in size and thickne>>B. Only one or two doses 
of the above preseription had been given, as the 
child cleared its windpipe nf a liuree amount of 
atringy- looking stuff (m) described by the i-arents) 
aooA after I had left, after which he breathed freely 
and fell a5>Ucp. resting well all uight arterwarda. 

I then left tlio following prescripiioo: 



I( Ammonltt earb 3aa 

B>r. senega: \m 

Bpts. viai gallici J j 

Syrup. 8>mp q. s $ ij. 



8. A teaspoonful every three hours. 

The child has mnd" 1 rapid recovery. I have 
given the case iu dotuii, iind i liavo but few comments 
-.to make, and' no tkeory'to advance. 

I looked upon till- cHsc a? a liopf'!r-.s out' to start 
with, at least under ordinary tri-atmcDl. The 
•mount of mudate in the pharynx was irifllog, hot 
the glamlular enlargement < f neck coDsldi-rabtc. 
There was no liypercatharbiH follow iog the drachm 
and one-half of calomel. No medtdoe whatever 
w M'i jrivf/n unless as here detnilcd, uor w.is the tbroat 
steamed, nor an atomixier used. Monsei's solution 
was appUed with a camel-hair pencil, a fow tlmei^ 
to tlie patch on tonidl, bat that ouuld not affect the 
larynx. 

la two easee previous to this I partially tried the 

cal'imcl Ireiitment, but wiis ufntid to trust tu italune 
or (o give it in the large do«es recommunded. 

Of these one dkd. ^ other recovered ; but, owing 
to 4he mixed tnaiment, I could draw no deHnite 

COBCluriOOS. 

I shall certainly try this again, if I meet with a 
4MM0 ftf BuiSclent gravity. My faith is not >et strong 
> enough to ponsider it; a speciljc, ^ advocated by 
some. Possibly this patient might have ret:overed 
by other means, but I am aaiaQed, at least, that 
calomel in this case did not ret ird reOOVOiy, nor give 
rise lo any untoward syaipiom. 

For ordinaiy cases, where the larynx wan not in- 
volved, have had most batlsfactory reault^ from the 
local application of Monsei's sututhni thoMughly, 
niul the internal adminintralion of a cathartic, ful- 
Suwed by plenty of quinine aod tinct. ferri chlor. 



A Case of roisoning: by Camphor. 

BT L. E. MAUtB. H. D., DKTBOIT, MICU. 

The following case of poisoning by camphor 
shows the peculiar and dangerous effects of the drug 
when taken In targe doses. Willlo J.. «t. 10 years, 
being sent after nn ounce of the gum by his mother, 
who wished to make spirits of camphor, ate ab>>ul a 
drachm of It before arriving home. White playing 
aljDUt the linii'^f, half an hour after, he was «iuddenl_v 
taken with a viuk-ot convulsion which lasted several 
minutes, seeming lo completely prostrate Um. ' 

I arrived a few minutes after and found the pa 
ticnt with flushed cheeks, pupil slightly diluted, 
pulse rapid and weak, bretith i-trongly impregnated 
with the odor of camphor, and, what was moat 
marked of all great drowsiness and mental beVicftjde. 
mucb effort being necessary to arouse him. i be 
patient presenied an aspect of great depression. 

I inimediulely pave an emetic which caused hira 
to vomit considerable mucus and fluid containing 
numerous small pieces of the ginn. Also gare the 
patient frt quent inhalutions of lupi i ummonin. in- 
teroallj' auimooia; carb. tbive grains every lialf hour; 
also oidered a strong decoction of coffee to be g>vc*ii 
at short intervals. In the meantime be suffcrcu 
from nausea and frequent vomiting of mucu^. The 
flrst convalainn occurred at 5 r. m. ; at 7 p m. be 
was taken with another violent convuUion. but not 
so severe as the fir-t, being placed tiiis lime in a hot 
balb whieli seemed lo shorten the duraiiuu of the 
SL'i/.iire. The prostration, menial hebetude and 
dro WiiiiH ss si f in il much greater than at any time 
pruv.ous, iimniiiuiug, in fact, ti> stupor, The aid- 
ministration of the abjvL* rem«Mlies was kei4 up ao« 
remittiiiply. From tbis tinu: f irward there was no 
recurrence of convulsions, the patient gnidually im- 
proving; the last symptom to yield was the dniw*t- 
ness. which still reniaincd for the next tweatj^four 
buur^. The patient fully rcitovered. 

The only ca!« on record of fatal camphor polmn- 
; Ml J \\\\% that of a child 18 months oM, ru|>orti-<l liy 
Scitauf, of Striuuburg. The am<Miiil taken wiis tO 
grains; tbiiiiiialsutbe smallest aiuuuul known 10 have 
caused serious reaulla. T«»vnty grains Imve produced 
al.iruiiiig symptoms. In the ease of Mr. AK x.uui^r. 
given in tiie U S. Dispensatory, who tiwk forty 
grains, very alarming symptoms ensued, such aa 
convulsions, stupor and coma While on the other 
hand as much as two drachms hive been taken with- 
out serlons results. The drug Is ellfflinated chldljr 
by the lungs and skin. 

,Thc piiysiologicul effecls^ camphor in .ordinary 
doses is that of a stimulant; it tlieo becomes by the 
admlniattaidon of laige dusea poarerhilly mdatlvieL 

In all cases of poisoning by camphor prompt cmeai^ 
should Imj ohiained. after which the patient sUoulJ 
be treat«;d according to the symptoms. Siimulant^i^ 
an mentioned above, WiU generally be found tliO 
most serviceable. 
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Trained Nukw:- —At the lutti Cleveland mctillnj^ 
of the American Medical Association, Dr. idamucl 
D. Oro« Introdnoed s nwolution the adoption of 
which placeil the .Vssocifttion o!i record lis rccom- 
mendtng "the establishment at every country town 
In our Statea and Territories, of ichoole or eocletiee 
for the elBcient training of nurses, male and female, 
by lectures and practical instruction, to bo given by 
competent medical men, members (if possible) of 
eoonty medical societies, either gratuitously or at 
such reasonable ralc^ as shall not debar the poor 
from availing themselves of their benefit." This 
very doj^ular resolution was duty reported by the 
varioHS medical Journiil.s giving an account of the 
proceudiDg.-j, auti in duo time it was rend by the 
body of the piofenion. It is. however, a signiQcant 
fact that It was receivetl with the profoundcst 
silence iu the quarters which are wont to voice pro- 
fcaelonal sentiment. The name of Its illiiatrioas 
Introducer did not prevent its f;il!ing on the profes- 
sional ear as upon a stone, in so far as concerned tiie 
awakening of any lympathetic response. The 
«tkncc wh!< h c^reeted it was more ominous than 
open opposition. 

Imputed, doabtfsss, by a de^ to awaken that 
iiitcrcst in the matter which the introduction of the 
Cleveland resolution failed to arouse, Dr. Gross lias 
tsken np that formidable weapon, ihe pen. with a 
view to fliat tnd. lie has contrihultd n uiiii R- nn ] 
the subject to a recent number of the Philadelphia 
Medical Kews, and has enlisted the active editorial 
4'0(";i)eriitlon of our contcmporar}'. His article starts 
out with an aiigument. where certainly no ari^umcnt 
Is necessary. In favor of goixi uur^iug. It then pro 
cecdA to descant on the value «)f tlko good nurse a^ 
an auxiliary to the physician, and be will riud none 
to dispute him here. The rest of the article, which 
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\n chiiractcrizetl throu;:;h'Hit hy that style which has 
mode its author's writings so justly popular wher- 
ever the English tongne is spoken, is ^voted to a 
(lennition of the (luiilifications of a pood nurse aud 
to the elaboration of tiie plan wliich was roughly 
outlined fa tb» resnlntlon above referred to. 

The right to criticize being inalienable, our privi- 
lege of dissenting from Dr. Oross's plan of supply- 
ing good nursrai, will not be called In qnestton ; but 
we arc ourselves painfully conscious of our pro- 
sumption when we dispute the correctness of the 
definition of a good nur&c as laid down by the Nea- 
tor of the American profession, who was a prami* 
nent practitioner and teacher years !rcfarc we and 
the great bullc of the profesatou of this country 
were bom. Dr. Oross's definition of a good nurse 
has reference to tho?e qualifications which nature 
has bestowed and to those which arc to be acquired 
thiouigli Ihe plan of teaching which he outlines. In 
so far as it opplieR to nature*'^ .-^liure of this great 
work of making a good nurse we cordially concur, 
bat when we come to the share which It Is allotted 
man to jK'rform we dissent. Natun's .sliarc h de 
clared to consist in giving her good health, a 
sense of refinement and neatness of person, 
correctness of habits, kindm ss nf heart, patience, 
power of endurance, repose of temper, diitcreettiess 
of tongue, alertness of mind and excellence of judg- 
I ment. A coinbiriatinn of the.se attributes in anyone 
woman would certainly qualify her not only for the 
responsible posHlon ot a nurae, but for any other 
position among the sons of men. regardle.4i of its re- 
.Hpfmsibility. There arc scores of bachelors, even 
this far west, who would consit'er themselves blessed 
if they couhJ but make a life contract with such a 
woman (provided nhe were sufficiently young), and 
would williuyly stipulate that she should be required 
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to do DO nursing outside of the Immediate family of 
which she would, under the oontiuet, oonatitnte en 

iotc^^ral part Such women as ihese are not suf- 
fered to do promiecuous aursiog in ihi» longitude. 
When thejr are diecovered they are immediately 
rhnrterp'l fnr a voyaife. in the duties of which nurs- 
ing u merely a physiological iocidenl. Happy city, 
the dty o( Inotherly love, where such women can 
te fottOd to our.se for hire! 

Tlip part whi( li Dr. Gmss would allot to man in 
the prt'parnlioQ of a good nurse consists in impart- 
ing to \m % competent Icnowledge. first, of the gen- 
eral principlop of hygiene; secondly, of the clTecls, 
dosed and modes of administration of the medicines 
in moat common use: thirdly, of the nature of food 
uud drink, .iiid the proper mrthods of juTpiring 
them for the sick; fourthly, of the different poisons 
and their antidotes: fifthly, of local remedies, as 
leeching, cnppiufr, bli.Mtering. bandaging, poultices, 
lotions, antiseptics and ointments; andslitlily. of 
the manner of handling the patient, of making up 
bin bed and of changing his body clothes. Some 
idea of the nature and treatmenlof common diseases 
is laid down as another qualification of the good 
nurse. DoubtlesR the addition of these acquire- 
ments to the part which nature has been allottcrl to 
perform, would give us tiie very ideal of a uuise 
Unfortunately, however, nature has not done her 
part in all the women who present fhemsdv.-.s us 
maliiculales for the course of irainiug the tud of 
which is graduation as a trained nurse. If the 
meshes* of the sieve throiiph which the material for 
Dursei^ is passed were sulQciently small to keep out 
the Sahrey Oemps, the Betsey Prigs tt id genut 
omne, the curriculum as prescribed by Dr. Hrnss 
would be an admirable one. liut, unfortunately, 
such is our eiperience with aq»tnwta to the honor- 
able title of Trained Nurse, the mc<^ho-< of tlie sieve 
are not thus small. In actual life the great bulk of 
those who would adopt nursing as a profession are 
>plnsfcrs whom lou^ ycur.< of fruitless grasping after 
matrimony iiave made acerb, xind in whom such of 
the natural qualifications as they may have originally 
possessed have been dwarfed by (ha> hope defem-d 
which maketh the heart sick. And these women 
do not cease their pursuit of the prize which 
baa eladed their grasp, after they have adopt- 
(h1 Tinrsiug as a profession. Dr. Gross breathes 
llie iervcut prayer that when he comes to 
die be may have "picnty of light and pure air in 
hif> room, and at liis hedsidc a kiud mid iierotn- 
plished nurse, a member, if puii^ible, of tiint uuble 
sisterhood, the Sisters of Charity, who are doing 
ever^'where such noble work in the interest of tlie 
sick and dying." Amen! iiui he forgets that the 
material which would gather at "^feiy county town 
in our States and Territories" to receive inform:ition 
by "members of county medical societies," is not of 
the kind of which the noble aisierhood whom be 
w<iuld have around his bed in the trying article of 
death, is composed. It is net of the kind which 
cradflcaall worldly hopes and aaplntioiu» and con- 



secrates itself, body and soul, and for all time, to the 
work of die Master. It savors of sanUegeto insti- 
tute any comparison between thoSfc holy women and 
the promiscuous lot who would, under Dr. Gross's 
plan, adopt nurfing as a profession, or rather *aa a 
temporary expc«lieiit 

The acquired qualiflcations which Dr. Grose 
enumerates would, in our opinion, in the greet ma- 
jority of instancess, prove objectionalile rather than 
otherwise, in women not properly farored by nature. 
A little knowledge is a dangerous tiling, when it is- 
not controlled by a great deal of common sensr, and 
in the n!ir«e who is not endowed with "kindness of 
heart, discreetness of tongue, alertness of mind and 
excellence of judgment," the little knowledge which 
"the Iwtures and practical instniction of member? 
of county medical 8<:>cieties"' would impirt at " Uic 
county towns of our States and Territortee "would, 
be a fourcc or ineonr eivahle danger to patients, hs 
well as of never-ceasing annoyance to the physician 
We know somethhig whereof we speak. We have- 
<?epn it trii'd. In the course of a few months th-- 
average embr^'o trained nurse takes on a degree of 
huportanoe, and assumes an insight into disease and 
remedies therefor which makes the averatre doctor 
stand abashed in her presence. As long as she is 
under the immediate eye of her teacher, riie is de- 
mure and manat^t'iiMc, hat when -he transfers her 
services to the clientele of other practitioners, she 
bunts the bonds of restnunt. Of course, if she ia 
constructed of the proper material, >iic will not act 
thus, but if she is of the proper material, the tun- 
ing which Dr. Gro.^s would have her subjected to, 
would tie quite superfluous. Give us the womanly 
woman, with "kindness of heart, discreetness of 
tongue, alertness of mind and excellence of judg- 
ment." and we will trust to her Instinct for the rest. 
The woman who has these in i>ds no tr.iining, and in 
her who has ihtia uui, sueh training as Dr. Gross 
suggests will prove disagreeable and dangerous. 

Of Dr. Cro-s's plan of training nurses, we have 
neitiier space nor inclination to speak We think il 
will require no words of ours to conduce our read- 
rrs of its impractioability. It is supremely doc- 
trinaire. 



EMBtios m Ttfhoi© Fbvkr.— Dr. A. Noel, of 

Bonoeauville. Pa., favors us with the following 
quotations from Chamber's Renewal of Life, in sup- 
port of his belief that typhoid fever may be aborted : 

"And at an early stai^c, even after tlic virus hai 
beguu to act ujiou the system, the fever may be 
stayed by emptying the stomach, and thus prevent- 
ing the whole dose being taken up. Those who have 
watched my practice' will have witnessed several in- 
stances of the success of this treatrannt; they will 
have seen the fever cnt short, and ronvalcscence en- 
tered upon immtdiateiy, with its cbarncterislics of 
painless weakness and emaciation gradually passing 
away. 



One case last autumn gives me the opportunity of 
putting on record tluit the influence of the remedy 

is not merely apparent or accidental, but that it 
really removes an esseuliai part of the disease. 
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W. S.. a robust lad, aged 15. f fimc into iLt hospital 
September 5, 1880, with hot skin, n^'ora. exce«'8:ve 
mmdUw laanof* pain in the back. Umlw and head 
of four dayrdiinnon, gurgling in the right Iliac 

fii>;sa. nnd rose spots. For Ih*' first t\vent\ four 
buurs he had no medicitiii, and the uriuu was kept 
and analyzed. Tho result exhibited the following 
quantiti^ of its various coasUtuents daily excreted : 
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Then an t tm lic was administered, and coincident 
with H universal remission of all the symptoms, the 
urine exhibited the following renuirkahle change in 
the amouQt pasaed dario£ the next five periooB of 
twenty-four noun: 
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Now, iho cniitra'^t bet wren these specimens of 
urine is exactly tllat whii h is found between the 
urine during typhoid fi-vir and the urine during 
convaleeoeoce. In the first there is evidenoe of de- 
struetiTe metamorphosis going on with extreme 
rapidity ; in the latter the destruction Is overtopped 
by renewal-, and this change into convalescence was 
most strikiuL'iy niarkcd us due to the operation of 
the emetic. VVheu we »ee i>u often the Immediate 
consequence of one dose of so simple a remedy, It Is 
difficult to avoid the couclusion that ita benefit is 
purely mechanical, and that it acts by removin£ 
from the mucous membrane of the stomach a poison 
only partially al)sorbt'd and still adherent to It. An- 
other rciisoii for guessiiii; ttitU Ihi' jriistrir niijcoiiN 
membrane is an early if ant the earlie!<t rL< ipietit, is 
that it early exhibits such special pheunaiLUii as 
usually accompany the ingestion of an unwhole- 
some material, ^ntaaeous vomiting is very gen- 
erally found in the flrst stage of the attack (as vou 
have obfipfved In the patient under consideration) 
and M-i-m< to offer a presumption that the part which 
is then most feelioij the ellects of the poison is that 
organ which most resents it — the gastrie mucous 
me&hrane. Such is the evidence by which I have 
been led to believe that the exciting catiae of typUuid 
fever enters uaually by the dlgcsuve canal— vaieat 
quantum." 



"Observe that our patient tells us of nausea and 
lo»s of appetite, which diminished the food eaten-r 
of vomiting, which rejected the gieaterpart of that 
diminished food— ana of dianrbcea. wAieh carried 
off the remainder seart e di^'cstrd nt al!. Yft In 
i spite of all, the amount of .suhd tnattor piissed fr<im 
the kidneys is fair; tiie siHTitic ^rravity of the fifteen 
. ounces <>f urine pa^ised in the twenty- four hours is 
1.020. wliich is a good deal for a person not in strong 
health. The metamorphosis^ therefore, of the wom> 
oat tisnies Into area and salts Is active; there Is a 
continuous destruction of them in spile of the de- 
fective supply. This ;?oes on so long as tlic poison 
lasts in the bod}'; l»ul vviien it is got rid of. the de- 
struction ceases; no more of liic tissue is metamor- 
phoseil than is required to make rorjiii for new ma- 
terial, and the spMiflc gravity of the urine falls dur- 
ing the convalescence. TMs may take place very 
suddenly, as in the instance I gave you of a fever 
cut short by an emetic; but in general the alleration 
is more gnulunl." 

It is well known th.it the brilliant English writer 
referred to attached much value to the action of 
emetics in continued fevers. It is a sonu wlmt sug- 
gestive far!, however, that his use of thcni in 
typhoid fever was not endorsed by his contempo- 
rari«»F. nud the fact th:it it has not been since, to any 
cons deriihle extent, is calculated to favor the su-pj. 
clou that it was one of the great man's hobbies— for 
great meo do aometimi» have hobbies. The fact, 
too, that he expres.^ly declares that he does n<t* ->■• 
gard it necessary to differentiate between "typhus' 
and ^'typhoid" when dlseusslng the ^juestloii of treat* 
ment, will strike the reader of to day a.s a trifle 
singular. It is, however, gratifying to note tiiat be 
holds the benefit of an emetic in tjrphold fever as 
"purely mechanical, and that it acts hy removing 
from the mucous membrane of the stomach a poison 
only partially absorbed and still adherent to it." In 
another part of his work, which Dr. Noel does not 
quote, lie declares that "during some epidemics th(^ 
who smoke or chew, especially if they ^plt out the 
saliva instead of swallowing it, arc less liable to be 
attacked!'' Nowhere in his work does he, however, 
chdm that the action of the poison once absorbed 
can be stayed, unless, perhaps, the Inference that It 
may be, can be drawn from his report of the case of 
the lad which Dr. Noel hjvs quoted. Dr. N. should, 
however, had he been desirous of being severely 
just, have also quoted the following statement in 
connection with this case: "You have heard from 
that bcqr that he was five weeks ailing before he 
g-ive up work." He had suffered for at least faur 
days with the pathognomic symptoms detailed, be- 
fore Dr. Chambers saw him. It is not singular that 
betterment so promptly followed the exhibition of 
an emetic at the date of his coming under Dr. C's 
care. We apprehend a doae of almost anythiag.even 
"adropof the homceopathlc tincture of baptisia every 
four hours," or, in other words, a purely expectant 
trsalniant» would have been followed by equally sat. 
isfsctoiy results at that stage of the disease. 



FKKfi MSDICAI, SJUIVICB AT TUB UNIV£K8ITY OF 

MiOBioaii.— Fntesor A. B. Fslmer» M. D., Dean 
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of the Fudlty of the Hedloil DepwtnuMil of tlM 

Unlv( r It}- f Hicbigan, commUQlcatM tlie foUow- 
iug, which we publiah with pleasun, Iml an ob- 
liged, through Uie latenan of lit raoelpt. to defer 
aoy expltutttlon which it may MMU U> call for, vutU 

our next : 

Tour journal of the 85th ioai baa faoA come to 
hand. In your leading article on Free Medical Ser- 
vices and Medical Colleges, you refer to the address 
of Dr, Topping, late President of the Michigan State 
Medical Society, and to the reply I felt called upon 
to make to his attack upou the Department of Mcili | 
cioe and Surgery of the University of Michigan, 
especially In Its hospital and clinical wotk: and you 
will allow me to call your atlontioa to an error info ' 
wiilch youliave fallen. It is^not my custom to uo- 
tioe all the mistakea or mlnieproaentatlons of what 
I say or do, when they only concern rac personally. 
I endeavor to have my public statements of a char* 
aeter to defdid themaelvcas but thla matter baa more 
than a personnl interest. 

Tou represent me as saying that "to give gratui- 
tone adftee only to tbote not able to pay for ft, 
would close op rv. ry hospital and abolish every 
clinic in the land." I would on no account accuse 
you of wilfully misrepreaentliif , but the truth com- 
pels me to s»y that I made no such statement. 

What I did aay was. that "tlu objections of the 
addmss (respecting the clinics of the University 
school and hospital), would close eveiy hoq>ital and 
abolish every clinic in the land." 

What the objections made in Dr. Topping's address 
were, was slated In a preceding peragraph of my 

remirk?, which you did not quote or in any way 
allude to. I said of the address: "It wasoppoiBed to 
tfeatlng gratuitously persons from county houses In 
the h()-^[)it;ils and clinics, as disparaging to the poor- 
house physiciiiQs " * * X aidded: ' Now if we 
cannot have the poor to treat In hospitals, and can- 
nnt have persons who are able to pay, I would like 
to know how we are to have a hospital. How can 
any hospital exist if the President's objections are | 
sound and his plan is carried out? The proposition 
is equivalent to abolisliiny; absolutely and cDmpletely j 
all hospital and cllnicfil iustitutions." (See uiy rc- 
markH lis reported and published In the Transac- 
lions of the State Society.) 

I am aware that the President qucsUoned the cor- 
rectness of my statement, that he intimated that he 

had not objected to the grHluilous treatment of the 
poor, and that he endeavored to explain uway what 
I wascottHd'snt he had said; but I thought I under- 
stood hifl language, and it was upon my expressed 
understanding of it that I said, if the objections of 
the address prevailed, hospitals and clinics would be 
abolished. 

I am surprised that one of your ocuteness did not 
see the point I made, or without a more careful ex- 
amin iiion should say, "We dispnte the Statement of 
Dean I'almcr." 

Allow me to suggest that it is always best to get 
full Information on a subject before altsmpting to 



eiptem grave and authoritattve opinions respecting 

it; and in criticising a published statement, espe- 
cially in abruptly centradicling it| it is best to read 
enough of tt and with snfllclent care to nndcfsland 

Its meaning. 

In accounting for the want of iiarmony between 
some members of the State Sodety and the faoolty 

of the Department of Sfedic ine and Surgery in tlu- 
State University, about which much has been said, 
it should be iN^e In mind that there an apt to be 
unpleasant — I will not say jealous and envious — 
feelings somewhere, between those who are wiynout 
and those within public institutions, and those within 
must expect criticism. 

This complaint about the great pecuuiary injury 
done to the profeswion — this "rohbiug" of tiicm by 
gratuitous tretttment in the Universl^ hos^tal and 
clinic.-, ia fanciful, if not absurd, exag:gcration. A 
very large proportion of patients are brought or 
sent by physldans who wish for the opinions of 
tho«f» who c^ivc special attention to certain clasaesof 
ailectious aud who may have larger opportunities of 
obsonring them. Many of the eases have obeeoiltlM 
or difficulties about them which their family attend- 
ants do not feel sure about, or are not prepared to 
encounter; and the number Is so small, compared 
with tlie numlxT tif patients within ihe large area 
from wliich they come, that really bo perceptible 
difference Is made in the income of the profession, 
ami no great daniage is done, even if "the income of 
the profession" Is to bo considered the chiet object 
of medical science and practice. While no one la 
materially Injured, valuable clinical advantages are 
enjoyed by a large number of students, who are 
thus prepared for the responsible duties of the pro- 
fession and for serving better the community. 

Now allow me. in concluHion, to say that your 
error as to my declaration, and your stutemcnt about 
the "closing up" of certain colleges, though yon aay 
it is made "wltliout any intention of being personal," 
might give rise to a suspicion In the minds of the 
undiaritable that you were not unwilling to find an 
opportunity for making disparagini: iutinuations 
respecting an institution to which a very Urge num- 
ber of pbyridans, Indnding (he late prsddmt of the 
Slate Medicnl Society, and the editor of thcBprightly 
Mboicai. Aob. owe an excellent medical education. 



THKBAPBrTIO PnOPKBTIKS OP TRB SaXjTS OP 

Ni< ki:l. — Dr. J. M. Da Costa has during the pat^t 
year l>ecn giving his attention to nickel and its salts 
as ther^>eutio agents. He had prepared for his ex- 
periments tlie cldoride, tlie sulphate, the acetate, the 
phosphate and the bromide, but has discarded all 
but the sulphate and the bromide, which he found 
to be the best preparations. He reports his esperi* 
ments with these in the Medical News: 

As regards the sulphate, the preparation employed 
was made by digesting nickel filings in dilute ^nl- 
phnric aci'l and evaporating. It is of a chrome- 
green coior, very deliquescent, and very soluble in 
wnter. He used it In solution, from one to three 
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grains; sometimes io plil; aad found it, in the 
nrndter dote, wetl borne bjr the stomiich. In fhre 

grains, !d some i)ersoD8, it occasions giddiness and 
nausea. In this dose it has do decided effect on the i 
pulse or tempernture. perhaps lowering the former I 

somewhat iu frequeucy and slightly reducing the 
latter. Of its soporific elfect he sa« no evidence, i 
twit has known sulphate of nickel prove something 
of an anodyne ; for in a case of subacute rheumatism | 
at the Pennsylvania Hospital in which it had been > 
stopped, the patient asked to have it prescribed i 
again, as his pains were much relieved while taking 
it. Of its striking tonic effect, which bad heen re 
ported, he saw no proof. In night sweats its action \ 
is only very slight. He had some excellent results | 
with it in emiill. frequently repented doses, or in 
doses from one to two gmiad four luues daily, in 
caaesof ohetinate ^arrhoea. In one such case« a | 
man at the Pennaylvnnia noHfiitul ufTerfed with 
trembling associated with beginning sclerosis and : 
vmlTular disease of the heart. It proved suooessfal, | 
after many remedies had failed Continuini^ it ?nb 
sequeutly, the heart gruw more regular; (he nervous . 
phenomena remaiaed the same. In some Instances 
of chronic catarrh of tbc stomach it has seemed to ' 
do much good» but in this respect the chloride an- 
swers even better. In the case of a professlona] man [ 

with marked indlgestiim and some ;ilhiinien in the | 
urine, in whom iron produced headache and other- , 
wise di-sagreed, the digestiTe disorder was speedily 
influenced, and the albumen disappeared while tak- 
ing one grain of the chloride three times daily. 
More than this did not agree. It had also a calming 
influence ou the nervous system. He tried the sul- | 
pbate in some cases of typhoid fever in which diar- 
rhcea was a prominent symptom. But while not 
having tested it sufficiently to have formed a posi- 
tive opinion. Its action was for less than had been 
anticipated. 

With reference to the bromide of nickel, which 

has not heen before emph)yed in medicine; Tbe 
specimeuB employed were very piue. They were 
made by digesting nickel filings in bromine and 
water, and cviiporatini; eiirefuUy to crystulli/.iUion. 
The salt is green in color, deliquescent, and soluble 
in water, and In the dose in which it is necessary to 
give it, IS not offensive to the r-tomacb. While tbc 
remedy may be prescribed in tbe fr>rm of pill lutula 
with gum tragacanth, it is preferably ij;lven in ^yrup. 
In ttSlog bromide of niclcel the etTccts of tbe cither 
bromides were produced, but tbe effect came from 
very much smaller doses Thus five ^rain^ Io iseveu 
and a-haif grains Is an average dose: ten, a decided 
one. And. wlitn this Is Indicated, it is best to give 
five grains souu repeated, as less likely to disturb 
the stomach. 

The influence on tbe nervous system, of the 
bromide of nickel, is shown by its relieving head 
ache, especially of the congestlv form, in its effects 
on convulsive movements, and Its general quieting 
tendencies. But the main question to bo solved 
Wis: Does it prove of service in epilepsy i I>r. Da 



Costa found it act quite as well as anj brontide, and 
■s happens with all. we sometimes if a cbang* 10 it 

obtain results which tbe others no lODger jidd. B* 
gives a few illustrative cases. 
The result shown from a smaller dose than that of 

the bromides which are genernlly employed. Is a 
striking feature. Nor can this bo accounted for by 
the bromide of nickel having in its combination a 
greater percentage of bromine. Tbe combining 
weight of nickel is higher than that of sodium. 
Sodium is 28.8; nickel 29.6; potassium 30.2, There 
is, thmfore, In Uw nlekd bromide tome special 
action. 

Of course, this inquiry su^ri^ested a trial, in epi- 
lepsy, of some of the other suits, such as the sulphate 
and chloride, to sec if by themselves they bad any 
epeciflc influence similar to the preparations of silver 
and of dnc. and Dr. Da Oosta prescribed these nickd 
salts to epileptics for some weeks lieforc beginning 
with the bromide. The result was, the patients had 
rather fewer attacks. Bnt while not Inert, no strik- 
ing Inflticnre was exerted by the drug; certainly, 
nothing that compared with the bromide salt. 

In conclusion, It^eeoA to Dr. Da Costa timt tlie 
preparntions of nickel, e^peciullj' the bromide, will 
be found additions to our therapeutic rcsoiuces; and 
an certainly worthy of more careful itudy tlini tbciy 
have hitherto received. 



HroiENE i^i Albcmuivria.— Professor Senator, 
of Germany, has made some very interesting obser- 
vations ou the subject of the hygienic trt-atment of 
albuminuria, the results of which are calculated to 
vest this treatment widi more importance than it has 

been the habit to attach to it. Tie holds it to be 
vastly more beneficial than medicinal treatment, at 
least in chronic cases. 

He refers to the undue stress laid generally on tbe 
mere amount of albumen lost to the system in the 
urine, as it really is seldom greater than about one- 
half per cent., and lie estimates that, even in a 
rooderalely severe rase, the amount of albumen lost 
in u week is not more ih.iu is cont'iined in half-a- 
|)Ound of beef. Again, he points out that there is 
reason for believing that the albumen acts as an irri-. 
tant, and tbat though cooiparatively little la known 
about the different forms of albumen which pass off 
in the urine, it ha« been shown by Lehmjinn and 
Stockvis tbat, wben white of egg is introduced into 
the circulation, not only does that escape by the kid- 
neys, hut a surplus of other nlbnminoids accom- 
panies it. It is uot unlikely that tbc same is true of 
other forms than the egg albumen, particularly If 
Ihr sy-tetu i.-t overloaded. Tbe Ics-ons with regard 
to diet arc — not to give eggs at all, and to be more 
sparing even with meat than is often the ease. Any 
excess may act injuriou'-ty in two ways: by increas- 
ing unnecessarily tbe amount of urea, and other 
nitrogenous waste products in the Mood; and also 
by pouring into the system «n overplus of peptones, 
or other albuminoiu matterin, which may simply 
have to be excreted, and cause irritation in tbe act. 
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AooonUnirte CbxistlMm, dieeae h apt to aot like | 

tg'T^ in iiirreasing the amount of nllnimon, and 
therefore u> oot good. Generally, thea, tlie amount 
of animal food ahoald be restricted, and a prefer- 
ence give n to fish, fowl, and young meats. Vf g<- 
tablea and fruit should be used freely, with the ex- 1 
oepttott of the leguminous vegetables, wfaldi are too 
rich in albumen. Fats of various kinds arc good, { 
but ttie amount uaed will havp tn depend on the , 
•tate of the digestioo, any deraug&mcnt of that hav- 
ing a bad effect. With refertuce to this, Senator 
e^ys that very full meals should ho nvnidcd, u.s it is 
an occasional observation that, (^ven in liiuUlIiy per- 
sons, albununi appears after a very heavy meal. 
Persons suffrrin;: from albuminuria should, tberefore, 
take small meals uiore frequently than is the usual 
custom. If alcohol is to be used at all— and it mnst 
be in very limited amfMint— red wines are generally 
best, beer being far mure iii&ely to act injuriously, j 
Strong spices, and pickled, smoked, and other such | 
preserved meats should be avoided, and all errors of 
diet strictly guarded against. Milk is good, but an 
esdnslTe use of it cannot be kept up long, and be> 
sides, it does not supply the elements of a suitable 
diet in right proportion. Two litres of milk, equal 
lo about three pints and a half, are a oonsMerable 
quantity, and ^•pr Th.y contain only about 70 I 
grammes of albumen, while, according to Voit, a 
man IlTlng In idleness iMeds 85 grammes dally to 
keep up his weight. Fat, of course, is ia excess of 
the 30 grammee needed, but the carbo hydrates 
(sugar) are hi too small amount But milk, freely, 
with bread, groats, Ac., may be long*COBttoQed with 
nuuiifest advantage, other articles, furh as frtiit, 
being added as is advisable. The state uf the skin 
should be carefully attended to, a slight and more 
or less continuous transpiration Ijeing kept up, and , 
the patient guarded anxiously from exposure to cold. 
Where It can be done. Senator reoonmends oonflne- 
ment to l>ed as the liest means of attaining these 
ends, the further advantage of rest being at the same 
time got He holda that any soTere exertion is bad, 
and tends to increase the amount of albumen ex- 
creted, and therefore, since fresh air is beneficial, it 
should be got In some way wbldi involves a mini- 
mum of rau^cul.ir exorcise. The bad effects of 
worry or violent emotions arc well known, and 
therefore care should be taken to guard against 
these, withdrawal from busioess being, as far as 
possible, insisted on. In women, special care should 
be taken at the time of menstruation, complete rest 
in bed being very debiruhle, as there is regularly an 
increase in the albumen excreted at that period. 
With reference to climatic influences, residence in a 
warm and dry climate is useful, many conditions 
combining to make such localities prcferah!«- TVU1) 
perststoice in the adoption of all these liVLienie 
measures, it will sometimes be possible to In ing 
about even the complete disappearnncc of alhumi u 
from the urine for longer or shorter |>eriuds, aud 
Tsiy often to diminish greatly its amount 



Mbdicaii EDvoA'noii.'^The Philadelphia Medical 

Times ha.s had its virluou.'* indignation aroused 
through tlie great farce of medical education as it is 
conducted in Ois country. The only remedy wUdh 
it .s<'(;^ for the uhusc is the taking from the colleges 
the right to grant licenses to practice. So long as 
UMtt can make thousands of dollars yearly by tiie 
sale of diplomas and hide their crime under the 
cloak of teaching, so long will the consciences of 
many be ntimb and without feeling. In spite of all 
that has been said, it is still considered respectable 
to hold these positions, and men yet come from dis- 
tant places to take them. There are, it is true, 
sjrmptoms that the day is approaching When bOQOr* 
able men will be found to decline connection even 
with money making doctor factories, but the ap- 
proach is with woeful slowness. 

Pnhlic opinion has already done something, and 
may do more, in controlling medical education; but 
the evil can only be rooted out by seporaHnff tendi- 
inp- and licensing, — by requirinc: every new M. D. 
who desiree to enter practice to pass an ezamimUion 
before an olBclal llcsnsinK board which abootd not 
only have no direct connection with teadling, bat 
also have no teacher among its members.' 

The world moves. We have seen the cause of 
pmjirr medical education gain enormous headway 
during the last few years, but we had no idea that 
the millenium was approaching so rapidly as It 
t^cemii to be from a recent editorial in the New York 
Medical Record, where it is af&rmed that there can 
be but little doubt that the Legislature of the State 
of New York will before long give serious consid- 
eration to the matter of creating a State Examining 
Board as a sole licensing body. We agree with the 
Record that the succes.s of any law will depend upon 
it.s detail*. The cliief difliculties to be met arc in 
regard to the uppoiulmcnt of examiners, and the re- 
lations of the homoeopitfhle practitioners. The ap- 
pointments must be kept out of politics. This can 
readily be achieved by giving the appointing power 
to the State Medical Society. Whether we like it 
or not. ir is sure that if success is to be achieved the 
existence of homceopatby must be recognized in the 
formation of the Board. Possibly two Examintng 
Boards, one appointed hy the TTomoiopathic State 
Association and one by the State Medical Society, 
might be allowed; possibly the subject of therapeu- 
lio niiglit be dro]>i>ed out entirely; possibly it would 
be best to have a iioard homogeneous and uniform 
in aD respects save only in regard to therapeutics, 
which subject shoold be represented by two or three 
individuals. 

The time will come when tbe earnest dlscusrion 

of these details will be a pressing duly; but at 
present all that we can do in this state is to hurry 
along the tide of public opinion, which is now drift- 
ing towards the measures that bare been adopted in 
all civilized portions of the world save the United 
States. 

The nee*! of this great reform is pressing OVttTy« 

where in this country, and iust-nnri"= of the manner 
in which professors in colleges making high preten- 
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^ont ttulUfy tbenueliw for ^ sake of aeeuring 

gtudfuia, are peculiarly prevalent at this season of 
the op«Qiag of regular sessions. A young maa, a 
few days ago, after paying bis money into a modi- 
cal college in Michigan desired to attend another 
college, and requested the return of the fee. This 
was, of course, refused. The young man bad not 
yet passed his matriculation aiamlnation and he 
tbou^'ht he saiw in \.V's fnrf i way out. Accordingly 
when iic came up fo: L.vauuuaiiyu \xv, deliherately 
Answered but three of tiie twenty five qUiatiou 
asked him with a view to determining his fitness to 
appreciate the technical study of medicine. He 
•oalled the next day for hia money, nerwr drauslog 
but that he hi<l hcen rejected. Not so. however. 
He was informed that his examination Iiad been en- 
tirely aatlaCuitoTy. This aMMtnd the young maf% 
latent ire and be raised a row in which he threat- 
ened a law suit and exposure if his money was not | 
iaunedletely retnmed. Thli Uiteet brought the 

authorities t< J ternn and the money was promptly ' 
refunded. Truly such facta as tbeee ahould cause 
the profcMfon to bfltiflge the kfielatare for the rtlief 
irhieh it can gruit 



SvcoBUb PABAaiTic AND Non-Fabasitic— The 
Journal of Cutaneous and Venereal Diseases gives i 
the following on this disease which it has translated 
from Frof . Oamberini'a Treatiae on Dlaeaaee of the 

Hair and Nails : 

Wilson usually advises avulsion of the hairs and 
the application of parasiticides, especially corrosive 
sublimate, or iodide of sulphur in ointment (2 — 30). 

Of the same Iherapemicut opinion arc Tilbury 
Fox. Anderson, Bcbrend, I'ilTard, Duhring, Bazin, 
Hardy, and all those who recognize the parasitic 
nature of the diseaM. In my clfaiic I follow the fol> 
lowing practice: As epilation is troublesome and 
often painful, I commence with emoUient cata- 
plasms fn union with belladonna. After this I re- . 
move the hairs as ccjmplelely aa possible, and then 
apply the parasiticides, using by preference tbe oil 
of cade and tincture of Iodine. When the sycosis is 
severe with extensive infiltrations. I avail myself of 
excisions and carbolic lotions. 

It should be remembered that sometimes alcohol- 
ism, syphilis, scrofula, and artbritism complicate 
the trouble, and should be taken into serious [ 
clinical consideration and the appropriate remedies 
adopted. 

Before treafiaij the rase, however, it is important 
to ascertain whether it is simple or parasitic sycosis. 

Non-pHraaUic Syconii. — If the disease is prodnoed 
by a local cauiie, the removal of the «:nme is neces- 
sary. The crusts are to be softened and removed by 
oily or atlg^tly carbolated lotions. After this, e|^a- 
tioo should be practiced a;? in the parn-:*i;- form, in- 
somuch as the hairs act as foreign bodies and tend 
to prolong the inflammation. This is but an imita- 
tion of the mode employed by nature in lier attempts 
to cure the disease. If epilation Is not performed, 
Iha iikfl^twmait^ may nm go hi|^ aa to completely 



destroy the follicle. I therefore uige artificial epila- 
tion. This sometimes becomes troublesome, because 
the hair heoomes firmly fixed during the early period 
of tbe peri«follic9titis. 

The hairs having been removed, it is necessary to 
seek the resolution of the peri follicular inflamma- 
tion, which is aooomplished with diachylon or Vigo 
plaster, with aapo viridis or potash, diluted with 
glycerin or vaseline. Sulpinir, iodide of suljihur, 
white or red prucipUale, or biuiodide of mercury 
may be used. If the pos is deep, it must be let out 
with the lancet. 

Plumbe and Wertheim recommended the daily 
shaving of the hairs. This method may have its 
advantages, but I adopt it but little, iis it is usually 
disagreeable to patients, and does not compare in 
usefnlnees with tlie epilation. 
Duhring especially recommends external treat- 
1 ment, at the same time paying attention to the 
patient's general condition. He inafaita on the n* 
I moval of the irritating causes, and the avotduoe Of 
the extremes of beat and cold. 

Veiel cuts the hair short, and detaelieB the crusts 
with poultices, then applies an ointment composed 
of two parts of tar and one part sapo viridis, and 
thus facilitates the extraction of the halts. After 
the completion of the epilation, he applies acetic 
acid. This is followed by a crust which falls off in 
three or four days. These operations are to be re- 
peated, completing the treatment with a sulphur 
ointment for four we^ks longer, The shaving 
should be cuoliaued four months tu prevent u re- 
lapse of the disease. 

Stewart recommends the nitrate of potash dissolved 
in a large quantity of water, bathing the parts 
several times a day. He states that he itas aooom- 
plished rapid cures. 

Having observed that simple sycosis frequently 
co-exists with alcoholism and arthrltism, I have re- 
I sorted with benefit, to the internal use of alkalies, 
and the external use of ointments, at first with a 
base of carbonate of potassa. and then of flowers of 
sulphur, alw.iys premising epilation. 

In accord with Fox, I have seen advantage from 
tbe Internal use of DonoTsa's solution, when the 
sycosis ])roceeded from herpetism or was connected 
with syphilis. 

An American .Mkihc^ College at ths Akii- 
p«MB8.— The Australian Medleal Joumil contains 
an editorial report t>f a case which, while it has been 
exciting considerable attention in that far off country, 
is calculated to place an American medical college 
in a far from enviable liLrht in the eyeS of those 
familiar with tbe facts at home. It appears that a 
certain reverend gentleman presented liimaelf a f^w 
years ago at the Melbourne Medical, College as an 
irregular stadent of medicine.explaining that he was 
about to become a misrionary and derired to acquire 
some knowledge of medicine. Tie was very irregu- 
lar in bis attendance, as in our experience geatle- 
msn of this class are teiy wont to be, seleoted his 
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own oohtm of ittMfy. and, being prMliari naii.'* 

* nk in 'U9l such subjects ob he hinr^elf deemed 
proper. He got no cerU5cate of time from the coU 
kige but wioowd«d in aecailiig wvenl oertifleatM of 
attendance on leclures. Armed with tliesf^ he re- 
jiaired to Pbiladelphi* sad returned to Australia in i 
vine nonfhs. indnded fh« time consiimed in the | 
panafre, a full-fledged M. D. Od pusentine his ; 
diploma for registration it was refused and the 
whole matter became a subject for hiTestigaUon by 
the authorities. The result of the investigation to 
highly discrcdltftblo to Amf-rican raediciue. 

This case rerniuds us ol aDo.,her: A yuimg mau 
entered tbe Mieblgan College of Medicine without 
having devoted any previous time to the study of 
medicine. Being engaged in business lie did not 
attend over tbirty per cent of the lectures. Under 
the rules of tin- coUpjir it was ncccs'sarr thnt lie 
devote, three ycara from the date of his matricula- j 
tlon, to the study of medicine, during whidi lime | 
attendance on two cnur^f'9 of lertures was required. 

His attendance iiad. however, been so irregular that 
at tlie cloee of the first seasion he was unable to ' wcnre 

certificate of litui . Tie thereupon did as our anti- 
podal friend did; he went to Philadelphia. In the 
following spring he returned to this city on a vltlt, a 
regularly accredited M. D. Tlie scliool from which 
he graduated was, however, not that which con- 
ferred the degree on the reverend Australian. 
Neither was it tlie nuchanan college of unsavory 
reputation, the reader would be pardoned for 
surmising. It was one of the oldest medical colleges 
in the country,and one which numbers on its profes- 
dorial staff some of the most honored names in 
American medicine. 

Truly ttie cause of medical education in Attoric* 
is at a low ebb when collegfts which occupy such 
high places hold their degrees so cheap. Tbe only 
remedy is for the people to protect themaelves 
against these iniquitous practices, hy the enacting of 
hkws which sliall take awoy fram the teaching body 
tlie power of dispoHiug of its diploma as merdian- 
dise. Let the state appoint an examining body who 
shall stand between the colleges and the peoplia, and 
the disgrace may be removed. 



Water koh Ikpai^ts. — Dr. Charles itemsen. 
Boose Physidan to the Nursery and OhUd'e Bos> 

pital, New York, ha? been impressed with the con- 
victton that a restriction of the amount of water 
allowed diildren during the heated term is the cause 
of increased inorlalily among tliern. lie commuui- 
caiea an orlicle on the aubject to the New York 
Mescal Journal. When the difleronce between the 
amount df fluids taken by an adult during hot and 
cool weather is considered, it will be understood how 
an increaeed supply should be afforded tbe child in 
fiummcr. The blood, having parted with much of 
its water to supply the increased evaporation from 
the surface of the body, takes up very quickly the 
fluid portion of any food introduced into tbe atom* I 



ach, leaving the saWds too tMek to he easily d lgml e d . 

The Con'»»'quf»ncr' that fermentation takes thf place 
of digestion and tbe products pa»8 downwards, 
candng colic and dhmtaa, with a farther dndn on 

the blood. Wit'i thi? thickening nf the hlond thrrr 
is diminution of perspiration, hyperpyrexia and 
cdlapse. 

Dr. Remsen regards the depression of the antf ri ir 
fontMeiie, which ^»pears in children. a« the earliest 
sign tA a dimittutbn bdow the nornid standavd of 

the fluids of the system. With thin depreasion.cven iu 
a child apparently in good iieaith, there is great 
danger from very slight dtsUnbiag caoses; a aUgfat 
increase in temperature or the deprivation of breast 
for a few hours, may throw the child mto acoodition 
of hyperpyrexia. In nursing children, early signs 
of diminution of body fluids below tbe normal 
standard are frelfulncRS. a moderate rise of tempera- 
ture and pulse, a hot, dry skin, and a constant de- 
sire to nurse. If tlie child in this condition be given 
a free supply of water, the symptoms will often dis- 
appear quickly and completely , hut if nut, eollapae 
will soon come on. 

Tl;f rc much reason iu Dr. Hemscn's views. We 
tliiuk, huwever, that he makes a mistake in advising 
the use of copious draughts of cold water during 
the presence of the diarrhrca which he refers to fer- 
mentation . Wlule cold water is, doubtless, valuable 
as an antipyretic, we think experience will not 
endorse its free in<^e»tion in infantile dlarrhcea. Tlie 
practice which he reports as that followed at the 
Nursery in casee of hyperpyrexia doe to deprivatlOtt 
of fluids, is wrapping the child in a wet sheet, giving 
water by the mouth ad liltUum, and applying cold to 
the head. In these more specific instructions he does 
not state whether the water to Ijc drunk shall be cold 
or warm. We tiiink that copious draughts of warm 
or hot water, after the Balisbnry method, would be 
preferable for iDteraal use in such CMes. 

The Dktroit Mrdical CohLEOBS. — ^Tbe local 
profession, or, at least, that portion of it more di- 
rectly interested (and there is a contagiousness in 
such nialter.s which prevents the interest being 
filrictly confined to those originally eeizod), lias for 
some time been kept agog by a scheme having !or 
its object the amalgamation of the two medical col- 
leges in the city. The matter wa^ hrst broached 
some dghteen months agOw end since then there havm 
been intermittent attempts at unification. It was 
thought by those who favored the union that the 
pn^NHiies, fisenlUes and patronage of tlie two eol- 
leges could he so utilized as to build one college 
which would be a much more pronounced educa- 
tional and fiaandal success, and be at the same time 
most conducive to profes.sional interests, than is 
possible in the case of either, as long as the two re- 
main separate. The arguments and figures which 
they brought to bear in support of their po.sition on 
the subject were cogent, and the fact that they did 
not remove every vestige of oppo^tlou to amalga- 
mation must be attrlbaied to the snspidon that 
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oUwrthan purely educatiooal and flaaadal reMons 
enter into the raiaon d^Art of medical colleges, and 
that considerations of profeasional weal are capable 
of being subordinated to coDsiderattooeof a mure or 
iMi fMnoDtl attaA^ It is cndittUe, however, to 
the gentlemen concerned, thalpenonal feelings were 
fventually very largely overcome, and committees 
from the two schools mat to take into consideration 
a basis of union; but, unfortunately, when the mat 
t«r was Uranaf erred to the lawyers, it was found tbai 
than flitelad loaiiMnlile Itgal olMlMdes to dM tw^ 
becoming one flesh. A^^ n remit, all nnptinl talk has 
been declared "off," and tiie two would-be-high- 
contnetlng parties will moot hereartvr merely as 
friends. Wr ire not In a position t > kn ow bow far- 
pervading is llie mutual grief occasioned by this sud- 
den daaUng of matrlmonfal hopok AlUiotiKli ««• 
pressions of regret are numerous and mutual, the 
chemistry of the emotions is not sufficiently exact to 
enable ns to differentiate between pure grief and 
alloy. If the emotion is of the heart, the legislature 
will be asked at its next session^ a year or so hence, 
totemove Ibe impedhnenle to the bans. In tbe 
meantime the schools will continue on their several 
ways, neither of tbem being tbe worse, but rather 
the better, for the agitation which has stirred them 
up. So note It be. 

Mbat. — Lancet: The value of meat as a food is 
due in a degree to its heat-producing properties, 
though in this leapect It ie anrpaieed by fatty and 
amyloid substances. It is as a tissue huildinp ma 
terial, and as an excitant of assimilative changes in 
the tissues, both with regard to !taelf and to uon- 
nitrogeno\i? foods, that it is most useful. Ii is 
stimulant as well as nutritive, and it therefore holds 
adeservedlf bighplaoe bi tbe daily dielaiy. Ex 
pcrlment has shown tlmt tlm r qnn-tfrs of a pound 
of lean meat fairly reprc^uts the tjuaotity per diem 
wbldi. taken with otber nllrogenoua matter, raf- 

fi{T-, to maintain a person of average "ize and weight 
in a normal state of health. Some there are who 
largely exceed this staadaid, eating fredy of meat 
at every meal, and living all tlie time quiet, s<>deu 
fary Uvea. Such carnivorous feeders sooner or later 
pay a penally by suffering attaeks of gout or other 
disorders of indulgence. Hut it ist-qually important 
to note that many others, especially women, healthy 
in all points but for tbefa* Innntrltion. are apt to err 
as far on the other aide. Thus one meets with 
people who consume about a pound of butcher's 
meat in a week, or not even that. This fact has 
been fully brought out by Dr. Graily Hewitt, in his 
address to the Obstetrica! H<'Ctiftn at the recent meet, 
ing of the British 31edical Asjjociatioa, He has 
likewiae witli much probability aarigncd this defect 
of dieta« the chief cau^ of thatp:eneral •'weakiie.ss" 
which is so common among the antccedenUi uf 
uterine dlBplaeement. Tbe experlenoe of many 
prnctitt<^iicr • will confirm his observation. Different 
causes are at work to produce this kind of uoder- 
feeding^-loo r^d domeattc eeonomjr, thcoretksal 



prejudices, the fastidious disinclination for food 
which comes out of a languid indoor life without 
sufHi ient bodily exereis*', tight lacing perhaps, and 
many more. These ditHcnUies are more or less re- 
movable, unless, indeed, where absolute poverty 
forms the impediment \o effort should be spared 
to remove them. Tiie advantages derived from a 
diet containing a fair amount of aOlld animal food 
eouhl not be obtained from a purely vegetable or 
milk regimen without either uonecMsarily burden- 
ing the tfgeatfTe riyitem'witb mudi sttrpilaa material, 
or, on the other hand, requiring suidl leTOhitionary 
changes as to quantity and quabty of food and times 
of eating, as would probably altofetber prevent its 
jfcneral adoption, even were that desirable. Into 
household management In our opinion, such 
change! are not desirable, a* being fauMlequate to 
secure their purpose. 

«. 

A DouDLB'BSABTBD Neobo. — Dr. M. R. Morden, 
Adrian, Mtcb.. contributes tbe following anent a 

ourinsi;y who li.'is been exhiliiting himself In this 
part of tbe country for some time past. We believe 
he bas vtiited this city, but we have not seen bla : 

Has there ever been any record or notice in medi- 
cal Jouroals of a colored man who seems to be 
known as "the double-hearted darkey"? Sudi a 
person is now "doing" tbe leading towns and cities 
in tlfH region, and parades himself in doctors' ofUces 
and other places, much to the wonderment of phyri- 
cians and other intelligent spectators. He, apjmr. 
cntly, is ble^-sed with two hearts, which he has the 
power of displacing, singly, to either iliac region. 
After violent contortions of an aldermanic al)do- 
men, he ehufflc- 'inr'ih n set of abdominal ribs, which, 
he ciaims, lie, when not on exhibition, under his 
' 'ordinary set. " He also bende a l-faicb iron bar by 
strikintr it Hcross the left arm, which a powerful man 
is unable to bend back again when allowed to use 
lererage of both knee and hands, but whieb be 
readily strHlir'i'f 'is in the same manner that he bends 
it. He displays two scars over the left heart, which 
adommento be claims ate the resnll of an explwa- 
tory operation by Prof. S. D. Gross. He claims lo- 
have been inspected by all the medical savants of 
the whole world, and that they all "give it op" till 
after he vacates his wonderful tenement, wtUMI, be 
says, there will be an "offul subrise." 

However much fraud there may be conneeled 
with his exhibitions, there ars osrtaioly eoougb 
actual facts connected with the case to warrant in- 
quiry, and probably very many rea<ler8 of the AoE 
would be interested in learning the opinions of 
learned experts who may have given the case atten- 
tlun. 

For Uiu benelll of any who may have designs on 
the abovt lb ribed individual, for anatomical or 
museum purposes, 1 can assure them that he is well 
' 'pickled,^' and to likely to remain so. imlsss prohibi- 
tion 5:hi)nbi c:ipture the wholo land and a"; to use of 
soap and water, if his odor and appearance are lo 
be oonsidered. be is most absolutely gnlltless. 
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A CmufWAi. DmL.— While human natan re- 
mains prrtfy much" the same io essence the mnnifes- 
tHtioDs of its peculiarities have beeo modified by the 
nfloemeiitb «f modera ctTlllxatloo and th« advanoM 
of science Tho following is an illustration: The 
duello was, until within comparatively recent yearn, 
the racognlaed means of fettliog disputes which in- 
volved the honor of the parties concerned, iiml it 
waa considered the proper thing for men in face 
each other at ten paces and bla7^ away with blunder- 
busses. With the growth of modern a'stheticism it. 
however, came to be regarded as in \vm\ form for 
men to disfigure the human form divine after such a 
manner, and ibc demand arose for some means of 
©qiiiiUy certain death t" "n of t lie parties withotit the 
revolting accompanimenu wliich erst did attach to 
tbefleMof honor. Bdence. god like science, has 
come to the relief, and now neither bloiMl nor oil\er 
disagreeable animal contents are longer deemed n<^ 
osssary adjuncts in taviof the stains on honor. The 
Chemist and Druggist, of London, tells (»f a very 
neat duel on the modem plan, which rcccotly oc- 
eaned la Fhris. A distinguished savant, whoee 
death the papers reported as due to apoplexy, re- 
turned to the city from an excursion, to And that his 
marital prerogatives had been invaded. He pre- 
pavsd instead of the time-honored pistols and ooflee, 
two colorless solutions and with these in bis posses- 
sion souglit the author of his dishonor. Advancing 
towaidahim, he said: "Here aie two poisonous 
rompotinds, so made that they cannot l>e dis- 
, tinguished by the bight. Doe contains a poison 
fraok wUeh Iqr traatment you can recover; Ihe other 
Ir fatal, and its effects are iDstanlaneous." Filling 
two glasses, be took one in his own hand, and gave 
tlie other to his betrayer. "Now. IM us drink to- 
gether and nt the same tnotnenl." They dnulk, and 
the distinguished savant dropped dead. 

The story may strike some as a UtUe improbable, 
notwithstanding' its hiy;h authority. It is, neverthe- 
less, a very good one and b not devoid of moral. 



^ Ti« Teeth op the Fctitrb. — .an able ad- 
dre=» (Liueet) recently delivered, Mr. Speoce H:itc. 
F. R. S., h is drawn attention to some remarkable 
features which il may be interesting and instructive 
to take into ncc«>unt. In the teeth of the Esqui- 
maux, the Ucd Iiidinns, aiid (lie natives of A-hsintcc, 
as well as those found in tlie aucieut barrows of 
England, the so-called interglobular spaces, seen so 
frequently in sections of modern teeth, appear not 
to exist; uor, indeed, are they to be detocteid in the 
dentine of the best developed structures of the 
modern Kuropeiin. Xot only is thi' dv-ntine getting 
deteriorated, hut the enamel would seem likewise to 
be undergoing a modifleatlon. becoming too opaque. 
In adilinn to tlie histological < haUi^es, the external 
form and character of the teeth arc sustaining an 
alteration. This seems to be in relation to an im- 
portant feature in tlic history nf their evolution. 
The tendency for the cranium to develop at the ex. 
penae of the fiice and jaws Is seen to occur aa we 



ascend the scale of the vertelMratedseneaof animala. 

Owmg to this atrophy of the jaws, the proper space 
for the. full pky and development of the normal 
teeth would seem not to beavaiUtUe; At birth the 
bones an ;:r r sufficiently grown to receive the toeth 
1 in their normal arch; and, as in the human mouth, 
I the prsmaztllary bones are firmly united a short 
\ lime after birth, it follows that the jxjsferior part of * 
I the jaw is Uie only place where the growth can 
j occur. Any delay in tin development and ooosoll* 
dalion of the sj'mphysis must have the efTcet of con- 
! tracting the spaos required for the teeth at this site. 
I In the course of wtrtmle evolution then la a 
I marked tendency for teeth to disappear. The tower 
vprtelirates have four molars on each side in each 
jaw, the higher have three, whilst in man the aum* 
1 heriarsdnoedtotwo. 



AMERfCAN CLTMATOtOOTC.M. ASSOCIATION — 

About thirty well known |)hysicians from differ- 
ent parts of the ctumtry. met f)n the 25th uU., in the 
j parlors of the New York Academy of Medicine, for 
I the purpose of organising a national association, to 
adraace the study of cSioatology and polinoiiary 
diseases. 

After very free and general discussion upon the 
questions of a name, phw of organlaatton, objeeia, 

and extent of membership most conducive to 
\ practical success, it was finally agreed that the 
j name should hs^ The American CUmaleteglesl AsatK 
ciation; that the membership he limited to fifty, and 
1 that provisional officers, a board of censors, and a 
I committee of arrangements (t6 lay out the worii:, 
etc ), Ijc ajipointed to serve until May. 1884, when 
another meeting will be held at Washington, D. C, 
for the purpose of perfecting the organisation. 

The temporary olBcen and committees are aa fol- 
lows : 

President.— A. L. Loomis, M. D.. of New York. 
1st Vice-Piesldeiit.— P. I. Knigbt.H. D.,of Boaion. 

Mass. 

2d Vice- President. —H. li. Geddiogs, M. U., of 
Aiken, 8. C. 

Secretary and Treasurer.— 4. B. Walker, M. D., 

of Philadelphia, Pa. 

COMMITTEE TO BSrOBT COS8T1TUTIOK AKD B¥-I.AWa. 

(Constituted a Board of Censors.): 

J. H. Tyndal. . M D.. New York. 
£. T. Bruca, M. O., Philadelphia, Pa. 
O. M. Oarlaod, K. D., Beaton. Unas. 

OOlOnTTBB OF ARRAXOBMnnn. 

A. Y. p. (Jarnett. M. D , of Washington. D. C. 
Frank Donaldson, M. D., of Baltimore, Md. • 
P. H. Bosworth, M. D.. of New York. 
E. L. Shnrley, M. D.. of Detroit. Mich. 
J. C. Wilson. M. D., of Philadelphia, Pa. 



I JBQtnsrry m Obakulab LiDe.>-1>r. Bugeme 
Smith, of Detroit, has communicated tn Ww .Tournat 
I of the American Medical Association an article em- 
I bodying vlewa based <m the itmlli of hla treatnwRt 
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of tnchoia* vhli the jequlrity bnui. He hftd ob> 

served Ihe effect of the drug in De Wecker's clinique, 
in Paris, during the past summer, aofi on his return 
put it to the test in his own clinique, at 8t^ Mary's 
Hospital, in thto city. De Weckcr lays down the 
following three propositions: 1st. Incoutestably, 
lutions with lUu iufiisiou of the seeds of jequirity 
cause a purulent ophthalmia of a croupal chanetar, 
the !nten?ttyof which can be re^ulHted by thf num- 
ber of applications made and the streogih of the 
aolttUoii wed. dd. Inooiiteetably, the oomea runs 
no risk during the course of jequiritic ophth!ilinia. 
8d. I&co&teetably, jequiritic ophthalmia cures gran- 
utotkm rapidly. Dr. Bodtli's experienoe oorroboiw 
ates these propntiitions in the main. He differ?? from 
the s^rond to the extent that while the cornea may 
■offer no aerlotts Injury, tt to not fltilct^ ptoof 

against ill effect. 

to the application of jeqtiiritj, De Weeker 
neea n tmnll sponge, with nHildi be nmde an ap- 
plit ation to thf? everted lids, Hud has the sponge, wet 
with the iofuaion, applied ezteroally for five or ten 
ttlnutee. Tbeae applications aie made three timet 
a day for three days, making nine in all. Dr. Smith 
has subetituted abeorbent cotton for the sponge, and 
prefov H. He fonnd that. In order to get the de- 
aired effect, it is well, when the swelling does not 
preTcnt, to evert the lids at least the first throe or 
four limes of the application, and with a piece of 
dry absorbent cotton wipe off gently the diphlher 
itic exudation before applying the lotion. Care must 
be taken that the aero-purulent discbarge does not 
gei into the eye not bdng treated, even if it be 
trachomatous, owing to the severity of the constitu- 
tional symptoma. The tendency to posterior sym- 
lilqpbaMMi ilioald be giarded agynat ligr eepantlug 
the agf^Qtination with a prohe. 



DiFLOUABOV BOOUS COIXEOES IM MjCIUOAK.— 

A oorreipondent has requested an opinion on the 
eligibility to registration, under the New Michigan 
Medical Act, of those holding diplomas issued by 
"bogus" colleges. The reply must be ooaditioned 
on the construction given the tafm *'faogUB." If by 
this word !<« understood colleges operating without 
proper authority from the state or states in which 
they are located, then must the diplomas issued by 
such colleges be refused registration. The Act ex- 
plicitly declares tluil pcraous registering as graduates 
must be from "any legally aathori^ed medical col- 
lege in this Stiile. or in any one of the United Stales, 
or any other country. ' But a college may be legally 
anthoriaed and still be "bcwMs" in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term. The notorious Detroit 
University, or Skuce-Thomas Medical College, which 
for a bfief seaaoo struggled for breath ia this dty a 
short time ago, wa.s sufflciently Icj^al to defy the 
officers of the law, and yet it would be difficult to 
oonoelTe of anything more ''bogus." There are 
numerous similar institutiocM to thi.H la.st in this 
country. The Illinois State Board of Health has 
prepared a list of theee and raCtnea reoognlthm to 



their fUplomas within its jurisdiction, and it would 

have siniplifled the duties of the county derks in 
this state, and at the same time have conduced to 
thewetteeoftiie public, had some provision l)een 
made for a similar list by competent authority under 

the Michigan Medical Act. 

Section 8 of this Act makes use of ttie term 
"regularly established and reputable college," but 

whether the term "legall>- authorized" could be 
properly construed to include this we are not pre- 
pared to say. The Act is at best a very bungling 
affair and the above question which has been raised 
concerning it, is but additional evidence of the fact. 



Remo\'AL of Wens without TU KmifS.— 

Medi^il Record. — Dr. Carreaux removed a fatty 
tumor the size of a pigeon's egg from a yuuug girl s 
foot by (he following method, leoommended to idm 
by an old lady of his acquaintance. Frictions were 
made three times a day over the tumor by a mixture 
contdnlag equal parte of hydrochloric acid and tm- 
pentine. The application was prolonged until the 
patient complained of a severe smarting. Then a 
plaeter of hyoscyamus and mercurial ointment was 
spread nvrr the part. The applion'i ns were made 
in this manner for eight or ten days, when signs of 
commenelog Inflammation appeared. They were 
then discontinued, .\ slight eschar formed at the 
most prominent part of the tumor, and bdng thrown 
off, left a amall opening through which tite contents 
of the tumor were gradually extruded When the 
sack wua empty the walls became adherent throu^ 
inflammatory exudations, and the cure waa com* 
pletc in a month or six weeks. The author regards 
this method as of value when the patients dread the 
knife, and when the tumor is small, but advises 
agamst its employment in the case of largo tumors, 
owing to the danger of septiajemia arising from sup- 
purative inliammation of the walls of the »ac. 

Lkhons for Malaklm. Fi:\ i:u,— Dr. Carlo Mag 
Here (Courier of Medicine) speaks very highly of a 
remedy which has been in popular use in some parte 
of this country for some time. It is a decoction of 
lemons. He had his attention drawn to it while vis> 
iting another sectioti of his country, and after ex- 
perimenting with it wa« astonished at its beneficial 
L'fTects in all sorts of malarial fever. He reports 
sume truly remarkable cures effected by it. He rec- 
ommends the decoction made of the fresh lemon, 
cut into slices and boiled in a new earthen pot. It 
iii to Li; giveu four hours before the fever. He gives 
the results arrive<i at with thi.s decoction as foUowa, 
and urges further experiments fn be made: 

1. The decoction of lemons in malunal affections 
gives reaults eqiual lo and lietler than quinine. 

2. It is not only active when quinine is active, but 
even after the latter drug ceases to be active. 

g. It to not less acUve la chronic malarial affec- 
tions. 

4. It does not present any of the disadvantageous 
eSeetaof quinine. 
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6. Its adminbtratioa is possible also ia calarrhal 
condiUoBS of UtedlfWlive trai t 
6u Ita cliwpqeN nnden it «miiMntly popoltf. 



£xTi£NBivK Wound of Livbr axd Lukos.— The 
foiUmlng touchiiitp the renuirlnble etm of infatf to 

liver and lungs, reporti'd by Dr. Sultlvao in the AOB 
of lOlb ult.. will be read with ialerest: 

8t. AtfiiUBTiNB, Fi>A., Sept, 18, ISSii. 
Dr. J. B Sullivan. Stanton, Mich.: 

My Dt*ar Sir: What has been llie result of the case 
of the man who fi:ll on the circular saw, as detailed 
in Hbdical Age. Under ttay dteamstaiieee, U 
must be considered mo«it remarkable. 

Yours truly, 

DsWin Wbbb, M. D. 



Staktok. Micau, Sept 1888. | 
In anewer to the poetal Above, I would any the 1 

young nuiu. Flenry Prentice, who fell upon the cir- 
cular saw at TalcoU'a mill, August 80, has nearly j 
leooTeied. He started home, a distance of one I 
hundred and twenty miles, by rail, on the 24th day 
of September, 1888. The wound had entirely united, 
with the cxcepUoa of one drainage, wtridi dte. 
chuged a little. 

J. B SULUTAN, M. D. 

. 

A TooTHACHK Rkmrdt' — Dr. MiUicaQ communi- 
catestotlie Brltldi Medical Journal the following 

for the value of w!;i; h in toothache he rouphes: 
"Melt white wax or spertoauati, two parte, and when 
mdted add eaiboUc aeid eiystals, two parts: stir 
well till (lissolvrd While still liquid, immerse thin 
liters of carboUzi^ absorbent cotton- wool, and 
allow them to dry. When required for use. a small 
piece may be snipped off and slightly warmed, when 
it can be inserted into the hollow tooth, where it 
will solidify. The ease piodooed by this simple 
■wUiod is nslly- very gieat" 



The chair of Burir rv in tiu ^^edical DqMftment 
of the University of Buffalo having become vacant 
through the resiguation of ita incumbent, the 
authorities, overlooking home talent, went abroad 
to Chicago for a professor to fill the place. This 
Bccms to have caused a great deal of ill-feeling 
among the loc^ profeasioo of Bttffalo, and the 
Buff do Medical and Surgical .Tournal siis^gcsts boy- 
cotting as a proper method of retaliation. "Let the 
firofea^a," it eays "mske a note of this. Have 
they patronage to confer upon an iostitullon which 
imports from another city a surgeon to treat their 
patientst Have we not toes] talent equal to all the 
(rincrgeiicies tliat may arise, without seudiug to 
Chicago for aid?" The feeling manifested is very 
provincial in its narrowness and iU-beflts a city 
making any metrDpolitau pretensions. Dr. Roswell 
Pturlt is eminently qualified for the position, and it 
is no disparagsnienl to tiie BafEsIo pro fe s si o n to say 



that none of its members arc more widely, or i>er- 
haps even as wjdely or favorably known as he. for 
th(^ qualifications which are looked for In a 

successful teacher. 

The Wayne County Medicai Society held its au- 
Boal neeUng al the otioe of Dr. Was. Biodis, of 

this city, on the evenin<; of thr i-h inst. The regu- 
lar order of sdenUflc work vtaa Bu«peDded, and in 
lien thereof the rstMng oAeers rsad thsir addresses 
and reports, after which the offlcers for tIk rnsulng 
year were elected. Dr. Brodic was for the fifth 
tlmeeleoledtosocoeed himself as president of this 
flourishing society, or, more properly, inedioal club. 
On adjournment of tlie meeting Dr. B. invited the 
members into his dining room. It it needless to 
state that the invitation wa« accepted with an aliu-- 
rity worthy of a mora scientific cause. The mem- 
bers were disposed around the bMrd m more jn- 
cundo, as it were, and— (here the curtain fidU.) 
During the evening Dr. Brodte was made proxy for 
his better half, and as such was made the recipient 
of a very beautiful case of silver, comprising tea- 
♦spoons, dessertspoons cic. T)r Klein made the 
presentation speech lu ihat felicitiouii mauiier for 
wliich he is SO noted, and Dr. lirodie made a feeling 
and fitting response on hf htill of Mrs. Brudie, 

What can the Kev. K. 8. B. Dcnnen, D. D.. of 
New Haven, Conn., mean? In an address delivered 
before the Board of Foreign Missions in sssslon In 
this city during the week ending f^th in<tt. , he sought 
to inculcate the necessity "of saving man before you 
clviUm hSm. Luteadof Ihrst teadiing a psople. and 
then trying to save them, save them fir^r and then 
educate them all you will." We presume thi« is to be 
sasvttdlNit ofUm, theologleany, atthough we eaavot 
; exactly understand it. If i-^ a ni itti r m .roovi.r 
' which, in the division and specialization of modern 
'labor, belongs more properly to the dominie tttan 
to the physician to discuss. We confess, however, 
to a aomewliat peculiar interest in a statement 
to which the above was prdlmlnary. Said the 
I learned divine: "Rarely are students converted. 
They become lawyers and i)hysicians, but seldom 
Christians." What can this reverend, and therefore 
presumably honmable and fair-minded, geatlenmn 
mean by such an assertion? 

A writer in the Australian Medical Tovirnal ha« 
heen reading the diploma of a Philadelphiii medica] 
college, and sub|e^g its T.atin to the standard 
tests. He pronounces it hideously bad Latin, and 
full of such grammatical blunders as a school boy 
should be whipped for perpetrating. Amcmg its 
questionable Latinism? is "?"n more j<iruy\f1«" which 
' is intended to describe the manner in which the ex- 
I aminatlons were psssed- As this rendersd In good 
Eiigli-h is "in jovial fashion," perhaps the exprcs- 
I sion is not as inept as the critic proclaims it to be. 
I There are eertidnly some very jovial happenings in 
connection with graduation, and among them are 
1 the solemn faces with which professors declare be- 
I fore the public on commencement night, thai -the 
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ttttdeot has paucd a saiwfftctory examination for 
hiadqpw. It's a roaiing, JovUI fuoft. 

A medical SUm Wegg has aiten in « wr«at«m 

OOOqge. Here arc ^reral samplM of bit moM: 

"O pysmia, dread di^ea8ei 
The one that's hardest to ftppeiMt 
Do what Tou will, do what jou may, 
Tour |MitI(Bfit*a bouiid to dwindle away." 
fie closes a lecture on cfydpelas thus: 

"When erysipdaa you come to treat, 
Yoo've performed a wonderful feat; 
By following out instnulious given, 
W liiiu other patients die, jours will be Hvin"." 
Thia after amputatjona: 

"Loss of blood affects all auituftls, 

Prom the smalle<>t insects to the largest cannibals; 

And it becomes the surgeon in CTtvycaie 

To slop this vital fluid waste." 
And ilill there are those who Inalst tiiat the cause 

of medical education ie not pngMiaingl 

The Emperor of Austria b reported to hafa got 
on a scale at the lute Intcrnatioual Pharmaceutical 
£xhibition, at Vieana, and suffered himself to 
be wdghcd to the delectalioa of the drug- 
gists, who found that his Imperial-Royal 
Highness touched the beam at 143 lbs. With 
all hie tiianoea for iteclDg up weight, these 
moderate figures are very creditable to H P.. H., 
and we can readily understand how tickled the 
apotlMkemwoeatthe oompUment paid them. It 
isn't every day an apotheker gets a chance to weigh 
a live Imperial-Royal Jklajeaty, and although the liat- 
ter was found slightly wanting, the Chemist and 
Druggist thinks his druggist subjects will bo less 
likely than ever to write Mem, Mene, 2'ckel Opkctr 
SM» on his palaoB walla. 

Our druggist friends should be on die alert for 

prescriptions for explosive compounds. A woman 
entered a New York drug-store recently, and hand- 
ing the druggist a prescription, asked to have it pre- 
pared immediately. It called for a mixture of mer- 
cury, turpentine and nitric acid. The druggist flrst 
mixed the mercury and the turpentine, and then 
addcfl to it the nitric acid from a (mottle. Result: A 
diminutive earthquake which knocked the druggist 
down, burning his face, aud ruining oue and 
possibly both of his eyes. Immediatety after the 
explosion the womnn entered a c^rri u-o in waiting, 
and neither she nor the prescription iiave since been 
foond. 

The N. C. Medical Journal argues that it is more 
writing masters and not more Greek that is wanted, 
and givcfl an Instance of an awkward error made by 
the printer through the Dlegibility of the MS. 
Doubtless bad MS. has much to do with typograph- 
ical errors. And this reminds us of a book notice 
given by our a>ntemporary in which It found fault 
with the proof reading. This notice or- nplcd les..s 
thau hall a page, and, singular as it may appear, it 
contained no less than 8i.\ errors which tlie editorial 
proof reader had overlooked. When we read the 
notice, the proverb employing the figures of stones 



and glas.4 houses presented itself, but we are now 
constrained to lay the errors at the door of the 
bad chirography of the reviewer. 

The Medical World is the name of a new ex- 
change which has just been launched Into the 

troublous ether of journalism. It propo>e.^ to re- 
volve on its axis once in seven days, and has 
adopted 88 its motto: *'No long articirs; everything 
brief and practical; the current mcilical thought; all 
the medical news." It is somewhat microcoemical 
as to size, oontidning but 19 pages. Pblladeipbia Is 
the protoplasm whence it was evolved, and Dr. C. F. 
Taylor will control its destinies. It Is sprightly, 
and shows taste in its selections. It will give por- 
traits of distinguished medical lights as pMmiuma 
to it.H .subscriber. Price f;2.00 per annum. 

The advantages of science are illustrated in the 
followlnf: GaHer (he naturalist once awoke from 
his f;1 umbers to find in his chamber nn nwful 
Presence. "Who are yout" demanded the man of 
sdenoe^ mueh agitated. "I am the Devllf was the 
reply. "What do you intend to do with mr, now 
that you have come?" "To eat you," replied hia 
Satanic Slajesty. "Bat mef roarad Cuvler, mudi 
relieved. "Humph! Horns and hoofs— you arc 
herbivorous. You can't do it." Thus saying he 
quietly ccsnmed Us nap, leavUif hts niutrfoim 
visitant oomidetely baffled. 

Dr. E. A. Romig. of Big Rapids, Mich., an- 
nounces that he attended the birtl>. of two pairs of 
twins within twelve honn, and asks, with the soup* 
(jon of a challenge in bis air, "Who can lx?at this?" 
In the absence of greater ezplicitncss, we are left 
purely to surmise whether this defiance comes Arom 
mothers to mothers, fathers to fathcr-i, or accouch- 
en to accoucheurs. To the party or parties most 
directly respondble for this remarkable coincidence 
unquestionably belongs the prIvileQ,e ; f ■ l<alli'uge, 
and we, therefore, assume that Dr. Rohul. in i^^su- 
ing his chailenge. if such it Is, la acting uiui^. jy as 
an agent in the mattw. 

A cynical Chicago contemponirv prefaces a half- 
page quotation from a paper on tliu hygiene of the 
eye and ear, by a Detroit specfadlst, with tlie state- 
ment that it does so "not bcrausrj of any value attach- 
ing to the matter, but to show what some people 
wfth a pn^Mmeity fbr writini; can intrude on the 
public." We might state that we refer to this matter 
not because of any importance attaching to such an 
utterance, but to show what some joamallsta with 
a propensity towards lll'ttalure can intrude on the 
profession. 

The Emperor Sigismund, in conversation with 
Thoodoric, Archbishop of Cologne, asked the Pri- 
mate how he ought to act so as to obtain happiness. 
"We cannot, sire, expect it in this world." "Wlmt, 
then, is the way to gain happiness hersafter?" "Vou 
must live virtuously."' What do you mean by that?"' 
"I mean," answered the Archbishop, "that you 
should alwa^ pursue the plan of conduct which 
you promise to follow when lalwriag under a fit of 
gout or indigestion." 
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The Xurristowo Herald (elU of a sad accident , 
that recently befell a physiciaii fii ite tNdliwick. I 
Whil<' he was visitiug a pationt, two children poured 
a pint of molasses into liis bat, wbich he did not ^ 
dIscoTer untfl be had put the tile on his head. Lan- 
guage cannot dcsL-ribe liis feelings, but it is said be 
will petition the !r>ri<'lnture at lla next aeesioa to 
jMiss a bill making it a penal offenoe to give birth to 
a child less than twelve yean of age. 

A showman who has been letting out some of the 
secrets of Lis trado, s^nys tliat in the case of the fat 
women who arc exhiliitt ii, a hollow needle is made 
to pent'irato the ailijiose to the areolar tissue, and 
through this air is forced until tlic subject is dis- 
tended to her full limit. What i!4, thercfurt;, com- ' 
mottly held aa fat ia laigely made up of wind. 

A writer in the British Medical Journal declares 
that the elevation nf iIk- land of the bed by placing 
under each leg a block of the thickness of two 1 
bricks, is an effecUve remedy for cramps. Patlenta j 

wild have sufTfTpd at nic^ht. crying aloud with pain, 
Ixave found this plan to afford immediate, certain . 
and permanent relief. 

A patent medicine teetimoniat reads: "Five 

dot-tors and gallons of medicine failed to cure me." 
A secular contemporary comments on the statement 
by remarking that he ought to he thankful that 
■they didn't kill him. It was » narrow escape. 

Dr. Squibb has substituted for the ordinary blue 

and red litiniio paper a single color, viz purple. It ; 
is said to b« u uuich more delicate test for acids and 
alkalies than the o'her, and is. of course, more , 
convenient. Acids turn it red, and alkaliea blue. 

Dr. Eugene Smith, of this eity. iiiui hern appointed 
correspondent for the United States, of the Kevue 
Generale d'Ophthalmologic, of Paris. We con- 
irratnlatr the doctor on this recognition of bis 
prominence in bis specially. 



Fracture of the Neck of the Femar, with In- 
renion «f the Foot; RM«Tery. 

BV J. A. WBSSnmSR. U. IK» FABSBALLVIUiBi MCK. 

On the morning of Aug. 16. 1883, 1 was called to 

see Mr. W., at. .'»7. a well proportioned, healthy 
man. of medium stature, who had fallen a few 
minutfs previously from a wagon, his left hip com- 
intr violrntly In contact with some plaiikin;; .Vs 
near us could bea^certaineil, he fell backwards and to 
the left, striking upon the great trochanter. Patient 
was unable to move without assistance, and suffer- 
ed seVere pain. When 1 first paw the case, he was 
lying upon the ground in a prnue iiosilion, with 
the limb slight!}' tlexed and rotated inwards, so that 
the left fool overlapped the right, with shortening to 
tlie extent of one inch. The posiiion assumed by 
the limb suggested dislocation upon the dorsum illl. 
However, upon careful examination it was found 
that the head of the bone rotated clearly in the 



acetabulum, that the trochanter moved with it, and 
that both thighs, on being flexed at right angles 

with the ali<loineu. were of nearly equal length. The 
left trochanter was decidedly nearer the line drawn 
perpendicular to the anterior superior spinous pro- 
cess of Ihc ileum, than tlie right. The trochanter, 
which seemed thicker than that of the opposite 
side, was painful on pressure. Traction did not 
relieve the shortening, and moderate flexion gave 
very little pain. No crepitus; and permit me to 
state in this connection, that surgeons make a sad 
mistake when they manipulate all fractures nnlil 
they obtain rrepittis Our diagnosis now becanio 
fixed upon intra capsular fracture of the neck of the 
femur.probably impactefl; and the following plan of 
trcatmetit wa<< instituted. wlii( li, although some, 
what at variance with that laid down by authorities 
upon the subject, has been attended with benellcial 
resulfp in this C!i?e: Putting the patient upon :i 
tirm. cushioned invalid's chair, we apply a long 
outside and a short inside splint, the long splint 

having a hiuue jiunt at the knee. Tlie-e heinir ^ell 
padded with cotton wool, we apply a t>aodage 
moderately Arm, more so below than above, and ex- 
tend it from the foot to middle of thigh. At the su- 
perior extremity of splint, and to its lower border, 
attach a narrow bandage' four feet in length, pass 
this between the bed and the patient, then attach a 
weight to the distal end of the bandage. By this 
means the splint will adapt itself very < losely to the 
injured limb, and thus render it immovable. Tim 
opposite side of the patient will impinL'e on the arm 
of the chair, and thu.s become i-tiitiuuary, while at 
the same time, by means of traction upon tlie su* 
perior and lower portion of the .splint, yon produce 
rotation outward of the inferior and upper extremity 
of the splint, and thus tend to reduce the Inverdon 
of the foot, which in this case added not a little 
lo the comfort of the patient. The absence of band- 
ages fnxn the patient's abdomen, as wdl as from the 
upper portion of his thigh, rondure not a little to 
comfort. By means of an invalid's chair we are 
also enabled to move the patient from room to room, 
and Ihu.s irive him a change of scene, thereby main- 
taining a healthy mental state, which has hurgeiy to 
do in the repair of all diseased conditions. I de- 
.sire to .say that in the treatment of this variety, and 
i n fact in all varieties of fracture, success does not 
depend so much upon the particular splint used, as 
u[>'ia the posilioD of the limb maintained. Without 
entering into tedious details of the history of the 
daily progress of the case, I desire to say that his 
recovery was uninterrupted, he being enabled, at 
the end of four months, to walk by the aid of a 
cane. There is, however, some limping, which will 
aiwaya be present, from the shorisning of the limb. 

It seems to me that in the treatment of fractures in 
this or any other locality, the nou'er ibey can be 
maint^ned as simple, the better the rssult ; hence it 
would appear thai the practice as advooat^'d by 
some, of cutting down upon and, by means of 
sutures, unitii^ lha ends of the bone, is had 
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gery. because by thU procedure you must aggravate 1 
tiie injury, by trsmfonnlof • rimpto Into ft com- I 

pound fracture. T think tliat, contrary to the | 
opinion of some, the repair of Uiis variety of f roc- 
ttire doM not depend m mneb npoo whether or not 
the nutrient artery is obliterated, because we fre- 
quently have the surrounding vascular periosteum 
remainiDg, which dips down a thousand little 
streams of blood. 

That injurioii of this Icind are quite rare. iM evident 
from tlie fact thai Profs. K. W. Suiiih. liamilton, 
Bigetow and Conklin each report but one caw. Few 
injuries nre of more practical importance to sur- 
geons llian those of the hip. Of frequent occur- 
rence, difficult of diagnosis, and far too often re- 
sulting unfortunately to bnth physicians and 
patient, every case of injury of this form should 
go on record, and tlut with fullest detail; because 
it is liy this means only that we can ever hnpe to 
reach exact methods of treatment. The points of 
special interest in the case reported, are the inver- 
sion of tjic fool and the nge of llic patient. It is 
true tli&t in fractures of this recpon, whether intra- 
or ntra-capsular, impacted or simple, the foot is 
almost invariably everted. Surgeons meet with all 
degrees of eversion, from that hardly perceptible to 
tlie fullest degree, so that the foot rests on its outer 
border. Upon the mechaoiam of everaioo of the i 
foot in these cases, there is no one opinion among j 
surgeons. Sir Astlcy Cooper thought it tlue to Uie 
external rotator muscles, which are inserted into the 
trochanteric fossa, aixi the profession have quite 
generally adopted this explanation. More recent in- 
vestigstioos. however, while not disregarding mus. 
Cular action as a fnctor, prove without dnn)it that 
cvenioo of the foot is due to a natural tendency, 
fhMBB weight, to rotate outward. In impacted frac- 
ture, Bryant, Bigelow and othcr-^ lay r,tres«. upon the 
peculiar anatomical formation of the neck of the 
femur, which the cortical structure is thinner 
and more friable on the posterior aspect than that | 
on the anterior, as a factor in the production of ; 
eversion. The force applied, the posterior portion 
would more readily be driven in than the anterior. 
It has also long been known that in exceptional 
rases of all the various forms of fracture in this lo- 
cality, the foot may remain in its natural position or 
be inverted. Part was the first to describe ft case of 
this injury with inversion uf the foot. Various 
theories have developed to explain the mechanism 
of this position, but it reniains for no single Investi- 
gator to determine this, fruui ihu fact of the infre- 
qucncy of the injury. Even in simple intra- 
capsular fracture*, prcat diffli ulty has been experi- I 
eaced in detecting the cause of inversion. 

Mr. Ovthrte says, '*ihat Inverrion of the foot doea 

not take place in fracture witliio the capsule," but 
cases are on record where post mortems have veri- 
lied Ibinot infrequent ooenrrence, 

Mr. LanBstair(Hed. Chirms; Thuu.. Vol. K). Part 
2), reports a case where eversion at first exiHieii, but 
was finally displaced by persistent inversion of this 



toes. The specimen showed a fracture through the 
base of the cervix fwlthin the capsule), and the 

second between the trochanters. 

Bryant teaches than wlien. from the direction of 
the force applied to tiie trochanter, the anterior wall 

of the neck is driven into the inter trochanteric line, 
the limb will be rotated inwards' and the foot in- 
verted. 

Oonklln says: "In the impacted intra capsular 
fracture, the causes producing inversion are very 
similar to those operating in the more common 
extra capsular impaction. In simple inlra-capsular 
fractures, it is certainly reasonable to suppose that 
the fixation of the limb in the inverted position in 
which it has \)ciu driven by the fracturing force, 
may bemused either by ihe upper end of llx' lower 
fragment becuiniiig nnprisoned in a rent in tbc cap- 
sule, or by projecting spicula of bone penelrating 
the fibrous covering of the neck, or the capsular liga- 
ment. 

Referrinpr to this point in the descriplion of his 

case, Or Hi^'elnw f^uys "The inversion was.dne to 
the extent of the comminution, which had separated 
the walls of the shaft so aa to receive in the interval 
the whole, instead of the posterior wall only, as 
commonly occurs, thus producing an anterior as 
well as a posterior impaction." 

In flfleen gases of simple extra capsular fracture 
of the neck. Dr. R. W. Smith reports three accom- 
panied with inveraion of the foot. 

Dessault speaks of meeting one esse of inversion 
of the foot, in every four cases of fracture of the 
femoral neck. 

The a^rc of the patient at the time of this injury is 
quite unusual, intra-cipsular fracture generally oc- 
'niriing in quite old people. Of 24 cases treated by 
Bryant, the average agt' was 7-1 years. It may also 
be worthy of note, at this juncture, to say that all 
of the 24 cases treated by him resulted favorably, 
havint; union of the broken bones and useful limba. 
According to Sir Astley Cooper, ont of 2'2-> cases 
which he had met with in his pnit (ice, only 2 were 
below the age of 50. H. W. Smith treated 4 cases 
belr)W the age of 50. Mi trt^airni found ibis fracture 
in a woman, ajt. 40, who had sustained it in her 
youth. Stanley found It in a boy at. 18, 
and Hamilton in a [rirl ;et. 16, and in a 
man a l. JO. Neillitr of Liic laller were cases of 
(iiu-t inis, for in one "the direction of the frac- 
ture was ohlicpie, commencing just at the articu- 
lating surface of the head, and ending just within 
the capsule." Dr. .John A. Wyclh also reports a 
successful case of the injury in question, in a woman 
a!t. To. .Tobn H.imilion, F. It. ('. reports a 
case in the Loudou Liincet. where a wouian, let. HO, 
suffered fracture of the neck of tJie femur in 
which union took place, but was subsequently 
ittfnctured by a so-called "bone-setter." 

A. Caae of Fracture of the Spine. 

BBPORTED W RCmi O. MOQSBW, X. O., HOKOI,VI.U, 
UAHU, OAWAUAN ISLAROa. 

On Thursday, August 23, 1888, was called, in 
company with my father, Dr. Jno. S. McOcew. to 
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attcDd Theodore Perez, let. 19, a Portueueso by 
birth, who had been tossed by a bull. Patient waa 
lying on a sofa, in a seemingly helpless condition. 
On examination found no marks of external vio- 
lence, with the exception of a scratch across the 
back, in the cervical region, evidently made by the 
bull's horn. On questioning the patient, he said his 
legs fell as if they were dead, whereupon further 
examinatiion revealed marked paraplegia. On dis- 
covering this, made a more careful examination of 
the spine. Found great tenderness on pressure in 
cervical region, but no deformity. Diagnosis rested 




between severe spinal concussion, (liblocation and 
fracture. The absence of deformity, presence of 
severe local pain, and the sudden onset of the para- 
lysis, pointed very much toward fracture. 

Had the patient removed to bed and placed in re- 
cumbent position, with directions to apply ice to 
scat of injury and to observe perfect rest and (juiet. 
Saw patient again on same evening. No markc<I 
change. Some distention of' the bladder, which was 
relieved by flexible catheter. On the evening of the 
2dth patient l)ecame quite re.<)lless. Took the tem- 
perature and found tlmt the thermometer registered 
In the axilla 105' F., and between the thighs 107 F. ; 
pulse averaged 00. Ordered poiasaium bromide, gr. 



XV. ; chloral hydrate, gr. x ; to Im: repeated every two 
hours until sleep was produced. Bowels were kept 
open by enemas, and cathcteri^tion was practiced 
twice daily. No unusual amount of cystitis occurrt d. 
Patient was able to partake of considerable nourish- 
ment from day to day. No signs of improvement 
occurred as regards the paralysis, but, on the other 
^ band, the paralysis of the upper extremities in- 
creased. September 2. respiration became markedly 
' afTected, and from that the patient gradually sank, 
' death taking place Tuesday, September 4, twelv<; 
1 days from the receipt of the injury. 

Wedncsday.Septeraber 5. Autopsy revealed a com 
plete fracture through the Itody, of the sixth cervical 
I vertebra, also through the superior articular pro- 
j cess, with marked displacement. Fracture extendc<l 
I through the lamina of the fifth cervical. 

The cord was very much softened and broken 
down, as a result of inflammatory process. 



i Hot Water in Pnorporal Secondary Hemor- 
I rhaj^p. 

BY ZLNA FITCOEK, M. D., KALKASKA, MICH. 

September 10th, at 8 P. M., I was called to sec a 
case four miles northeast of this place. No word 
' was left as to the trouble. I went immediately and 
found on arriving, the patient, a stranger, a weak, 
anaemic looking woman, suffering from puerperal 
secondary hemorrhage. I immediately gave a full 
dose of fluid extract ergot and proceeded to make 
my examination. Externally I could not detect the 
uterus at all . On passing my hand into the vagina 
I felt the organ. The impression imparted to the 
hand was that of a half filled bladder. Manipula- 
' tions were of no avail. Ice and cold water, which 
had been thoroughly tried by a mid-wife, before I 
arrived, produced no effect. liemembering that 1 had 
! a Fountain syringe in my valise, I detached the rub- 
ber hose and taking a teakettle off of the stove, I 
fitted it to the spout, and passing the other end into 
the vagina elevated the vessel. The result was all 
I any one could wish for; the hemorrhage diminished 
i rapidly and in a very few minutes had completely 
stopped. I then withdrew the tube, applieil a wide 
I bandage and compress, elevated the hips, and ad- 
I ministered another dose of ergot. I waite<l about 
I an hour, but as all was quiet, started back, after 
' having given directions as to the patient and the 
medicine I Itft. On calling next day I found the 
patient weak but comfortable. I gave her a tonic 
and she continued to improve rapidly and is now ia 
good health. 

This little experience is calculated to teach two 
! things: First, that the greatest care of a patient after 

parturition cannot be dispensed with; secondly, that 
' the good results derived from the liberal use of hot 
' water are unquestionable, and that it is one of the 

most valuable hiemoslatics that nature has given 

us. 
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Fri::!-: Medical SKKvict:!^ .\t thi; Univer«itv of 
MicaiOAK. — We (e«i ooostraiood to apologize to our 
rcaden for tekiof; up m> mvoh of ttadr apace wlUt ft 
matter which is so largely per.sonul us is tbe follow- 
ing. We feel, however, that we may ooofide&Uy 
adc thdr indulgence under the drcdHMtencea: 

The very careful re-reading of the address of 
President Topping at the late meeting of tbe Michi- 
gan State Medical Society, and the reply tbereto by 
Professor A. B. Palmer, of tbe UniTeodiy of Mtdu- 
gan, to wliicli we were driven bj' the somewhat 
vigorous charge of careless aud insufllcient reading 
and miHrcpreseatation, by tbe latter geni: m m, in 
hi.s renlv in our hist to our ftrlirle on "Free Medical 
Services and Medical Collegait" ta uur issue uf the 
tSth ult. . baa but confirmed our original coavicUott 
of tlie injnstiro nf that charge Dr Palmer does us 
the credit ot saying that be "would ud no account 
■ocdM yen (ue) of wilfully misiepreaentiDg," and 
we wotild not for a moment insinuate that he would 
wilfully do what be holds to be unbocomiug in an- 
other, bat (to again borrow Ua language) "the troth 
compel^5 u? to say that" the ground.^ on which he 
bases bia charge of misrepresentation, arc largely, if 
not entirely of hie own numufaeture. 

The sentence iti whh h the nil; , ri d mfsrepresenta- 
lion occurs is the following: "(u give gratuitous ad- 
vice only to those able to pay for it *would ctoee op 
every ho'^piial and abolish every clhilc in the laud.*" 
Dr. Palmer, iuqaoUng tbeae words from our article, 
neglects, with a carelesaneas which Is more than 
caralessucss in a cise of this kind, to make a proper 
use of quotation marks. By omitting tbe aiogle 
quotation raarld he makes it appear that we accused 
Um of saying all that enclosed within the double 
marks. Now, as to quotation marks, they be trivial 
ibiugs. but any gentleman whose experience in 
liteniure Is as eJttensiTe as Is that of Dr. Palmsr, 
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must know that tlieir ornl^ision I.i very apt to do In- 
justice, as in the present case, and anon to load to 
extremdy embarraadng situations. In our article 
wc quoted Dr. Palmer's laiimiaice verbatim, and an- 
other roference to tliat article (a careful re-reading 
of which we would recommend to our esteemed • 
friend) will show him that we did not pat tbe words 
"to give gratuitous advice only to tboae not able to 
pay for it," directly into his numtb, aa he by bis 
ncijligeooe in the nss 4rf quotation marks aocuaos 
us of doing. 

Dr. Palmer says that what be did say was that 
"llie objections of the addrcs.s would close up, etc" 
lie undertook in his reply to President Topping's 
addrci9& to eummarize those objcctious, but notwilb 
standing the fact that Dr. Topping tlie& and then 
called him tn order and decLin d th*^ summary to bo 
incorrect. Dr. Fiilmcr did uot modity it, as ho bad 
an opportunity for doing either at tbe time, or before 
his remarks went to press in tho Society's Trans- 
actions. It now appears that bad be properly 
modified it he would have had absolutely no 
; r i n 1^ on which to baso his chaigo of mlsiopreBea. 
tatiun agttinst us. 

It will, we think, be seen from tho above that 

what Hr. Palmer charaeleiiz':^ n misinferpretu- 
tion on our part resolves itself into a mere difference 
in his and our interpretations of Dr. Topping's ad. 
dress. We interpreled "the objed ions of the address" 
to be "gratuitous advice to those able to pay 
for it,*' while Dr. Palmer's interpretation ted bim 
to say that its objections were "the gratuitous 
treatment of persons from county bouses in tbe col- 
leges and clinics, as disparaging to the poor-house 
physicians." Wo give herewith Dr. Topping's lan- 
guage, and shall content ourselves with lotting our 
readers deddo as to which of tho interpretations ia 
the mora oomct: "Ualveially hospital Is llled with 
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pattonta wlio go there through economic considera* 

Uons, many of them Ix-ing filiundantly nblc to fee a 
phy:^k•:ttn at borne, and would do so were uot 
cheaper tonkt offered them at Ann Arbor. These 
hospitals are *• rtt^nsivcly iidvertiscd at the public 
expense, and individuals from afar and near are io- 
dooed to al»ndoa their home pbyricians for the 
morp economical terms which hospitals under State 
support are enabled to offer them.'' When, in his 
reply on Xbi^ floor of the aodetjr, Dr. Frimer duided 
his interpretation of these words aftt^r the rniinner 
we have indicated, Br. Topping interrupted him 
thtte: wlflh to ewreet I simply wish to say 
that with reference to the poor there \s hs nothing 
said about them ; the only reference to the poor being 
made lo quoting from the address of Bishop Gilles- 
pie. It is looked upon a.'< an udverliscmont." Dr. 
Palmer: "Does the President say that he didn't 
make any statement in hia address, that liy taking 
the poor from the poor-hon^cs to treat, the poor- | 
house physicians were disparaged?" The President: 
''The assumption made by Bishop Qillespie was dis- 
paraging to them. But in the recommendations the 
substance was that they treated those abundantly 
able to pay their bills." The recommendations re- 
ferred to were those in which the President asked 
'the Society to consider: The manifest in justice 
of giving gratuitous treatment at the Uuiversity 
hospital to patients able to pay for medical serrlces. 
and for whom such treatment was not originally in- 
tended. 4. The still greater injustice of treating at 
Aim Arbor oon^rerident patients by members of the 
medicjil college faculty in term time, or diiring the 
session of the college, and receiving compensation 
therefor, unless the same be paid over Into the Uni- 
versity treivsury. 5. The exter,sive and luiwarrunted 
methods of advertising wliich institutes invidious 
comparisons between the profeflsora and the profes- 
sloil at large, which is not only indulged in by the 
profp«sors but by oiBcers of the State to whom no 
such right is given." In his reply to the charge of 
gratnitoua service Dr. Palmer said: "Patients come . 
to us; we receive and do the best we can for them, 
come from whatever source they may. We cannot 
always know tlulr pecuniary ability. The objections 
ol the address, if sustained, would close eveiy boa* 
pital and abolish every clinic in the land." 

Dr. Palmer is "snrprised tiiat one of our aeute- 
nesH did not see the point he made." The surprise 
is mutual, and we are especially surprised when 
we read the following statement of Dr. Pkhner 
in connection with the above quotations: "lam 
awnre that the President questioned the correctness 
of my statement, that hu intimated that he had not 
objected to the gratuitous treatment of the poor, 
and that he endeavored to expljiin away what I was 
.confident be bad said; but 1 thought 1 understood 
bis laagQage.** 

We most cordially endorse the following sugges- 
tion which Dr. Palmer feels called upon to make in 
connection with our artldA which he oriUdMs: 
'**Al]ow me to niggmt thai il ia always best to get ,1 



foU infcrmadoa on a subject before atU'mpting to 
express grave and n'Mhoritative opinions respecting 
it; and m criticising a published statement, espe- 
cially bi abruptly oontradSetlnx It it to beet to reai 
enough of it with stifHcient r:\Tr to understand its 
meaning." We hope Dr. Palmer has no conscien- 
tloaa semplca sgafnst taking a dose of Ida owe 
medicine. 

Dr. Palmer's reply touches on other points, some 
of whidi are irrelevant thoagb exceedingly interest* 

ing, to wit: the want of harmony between the pro 
fession and the medical department of the Univer- 
sity, the pecuniary injury done the profesrion by 
gratuitous treatment in the University, and the ques- 
tion of personal motive on the part of aAy one un- 
dertaking to criticize what is being done at the State 
University, \s each of these points would form a 
text for an article longer than the above, wc must 
content ourselves by simply noting them at thU 
time, and trust that our failure to comment on them 
will not "give rise to a suspicion in the minds of the 
uncharitable," or in the mind of Dr. Palmer cither, 
who is not undiaiitable, that this failure la an act of 
discourteeiy. 



DYSlfKNOBRacEA. — The Lancet devol«s au arlicic 
to a eiitieat review of a recent paper on this subject, 
in which it takes occasion to declare in favor of 
constitutional as opposed to local treatment of the 
conditions to wbldi dysmenorriMsa is doe: 

"There are few subjects more worthy nf sound 
study then dysmenorrhina. It has received for the 
last fifty years more attenttcm at the hands of 
gynu'cologists than ever before. But still it cannot 
be said that authorities are agreed on its essential 
causes. For a long time It came to be regarded ss 
eminently a case for treatment by specialists. The 
mechanical theory of Its causation largely ruled 
practice, in some few cases witb brilliant relief, and 
perhaps cure, in others without succe.ss. and often 
with the effect of adding to the ini^cluefs whirh i! 
was intended to remove. The very nature of ihe 
complaint, and the fact that in its serious fonns it 
affect.« chiefly nnmarrievi women, render the com 
plete investigation of it a matter of much difficulty. 
The eiiataioe of more or lees dysmenorrhcBa in the 
majorityof women Is a fact. Even those who are 
unwilling to recognize in this fact any argument 
against the capacity of women for competing in the 
labor marjtet with men do not deny that in a large 
proportion, nearly fifty per cenL, Uiis dysmenor- 
rhea is considerable in amonnt. 

We have u before us a paper by Dr. .John 
William^ on the Natural History of Pysmenorrbcea, 
which waa read last year before the Obstetrical 
Society of London. We can do little more than 
direct attention to Dr Williams's principal conclu- 
sions from a large and pidnataking observation of 
several hundred cases. He divides his cases into 
two sets— first, cases of primary dysmenorrhcsa; 
secondly, cases of acquired. The acquired case* are 
so few (29) compared with the others (878) that we 



1. kjui^ijd by Google 



7WS MEDICAL AQB. 



8W 



need Dot here allude to tbem. It U QOt easy to do 
^l■tloe to the a«tidb wbleh ooutltate Hie iaterat of 
such a paper tus ibc one under notice. Hii ooticln- 
sione are as follows : 

1. "DysmenorrlKBa abotild be studied Itrat under 
the least complex conditions— in Bingle women. 

2. DjamenorrhGca in single women is rarely ac- 
quind ; ft is almost invariably primary — viz , it ap- 
pears with the menstrual function. 

8. Dysmenorrhcea in a few. but rare, caaes oseses 
fipontaneously a few years after puberty. 

4. MaiTiage, if sterile, AggntTates the disorder in i 
many caftea; it is only Yeiy seldom tliat it lelleves : 
the i)aiii. i 

5. Cbild-beariog cures a laige number of cases, 
and it is not impossible that were all puerperal com- 
plications excluded it would cure every case. 

6. The proportion of atefile to fertile women sttb> 
jects of primary drpmenorrhrrn is one to twelve. 

7. Menstruation begins in women who become j 
iuirerers from primary dysmoiorriuea'at about the 
estimated nvems^e n!;e for the appsaiaaoe of the 
function in London, 

8. MetistmatloB is r^ular in about two>thirds of 
the cases, and irregular in about one third. 

9. The menstrual duid is profuse in about two- I 
flftht of the cases, scan^ in about one half. It oon. | 
i^iius elots or shreds in about three-fourths. 

10. The changes which take place in the fluid in 
the course of djrsmenorrba^a are various, and cannot 
at present be classified. 

11. The uterus is imperfectly developed. It may 
he too short, or too small in volume, or it may be de- 
fective in both respects. The cervix may be conical, 
and the os small and round, Jmt stricture of the 
canal in any part of its course is inliuiiely rare. 

12. The cbaogss in uterus due to dysmenorrhcea 
are slight hypertrophy, erosion and evcr>ion of the 
mucous membrane of the cervix, and catarrh. The 
cavity increases but little In length, for after years 
of suffering it measures rarely more thsin two anil a 
half inches in length. In the early stages the tissues 
of the uterus are in some cases soft; in the more ad- 
vanced, hnrd. 

13. The hypertrophy of the uterus is probably the 
result of periodical increased muscular action. 

14. Ovtiritts and perimetritis and possible OOB" 
sequences of dysmenorrhaea. 

15. The menstrual pain is the result of spasm of 
the uterus, excited by the separation and expulsion 
of shreds of docidua and clots, in an organ whose 
aenritiTeness in the performance of its function is 
enhanced by inappreciable conditions of tissue de- ' 
pendent on imperfect development, often associated 
with others, such as anicmia." 



Therapeutic Prooress. The Medical liecord 
quotes the following notes by Dr. Ad. Vomucka, 
of Ldtzmerilz, as embodying in uoodeused sliape 
some of the more reeaut suggesttona of thsrapan- 
tical literature : 

Typhoid Fever.— -Tinct. iodin., O.Q ; glycerin., 



acid, carbolic. gtt. 5; tinct. ratanh., 10.0. OiTe 
5 to 10 drops erery one or two hours, in tea or 

coffee. 

Alcoholism. — At the beginning give hypodermic 
injections of stdphate of strychnine, 0.005 per dose. 
Internally give sevend times daily 4.0 to 8.0 of tinc- 
ture strychni. As a prophylactic pat a small 
amount of strychnine in the whiskey. 

Anorexia.— 61?e pepsin, wlUi potassium phos* 
phate. 

-A.8Uiraa. — Pota.ssium iodid., 20.0; vini, 180.0; syr. 
aurant., 20.0. Sig.— One-half teaspoonfttl three 
times a day. After some davi* increase to one tea- 
spoonful; continue for two or three weeks, then 
gradually decrease. 

Ascarides in Children. — Sem. cucurbita; decoct., 
30.0; aquu! aur. fl., 3.0; mel. dp., 30.0. Qive twice 
in the morning, then a dose, 18.0, of castor oil. 

fondylomfi of the Penis,— Wa:*b with salt water, 
then powder with calomel; corrosive sublimate 
forms in small amounts, eaudng the condyloma to 
decrease. 

Diabetes Mellitus.— Solution of bromide of arsenic 
Is to be given in doses of one drop In a glassful of 

water. Thi'^ do.se is gradually increased to three 
drops three times a day, always in the same amount 
of water. Themrlne is to be constantly examined. 
When the amount of sutinr is decreast'd, as URU»^lly 
happens in about fourteen days, then decrease the 
anenie to one-drop dose again. This can be kept 
up for years. Extreme attention need not be paid 
to the diet, but ordinary care as regards acids, 
starchy and sweet food shoidd be taken. The great- 
est enemy of the diabetic is bad air, the air of 
chambers. Fresh air ia most essential. 

Chronic Diarrhoea.— Zinciozid.. 3.5; sodte bicarb., 
0.5. Divkla In four powders, and give one e«^ 
three hours. 

Diphtheria. — Potassium iodid. , potassium ciilorat., . 
Ift 40 ; aqua}, 100.0. Give one teaspoonful ereiy 
half hour to children under five years of nre. two 
teaspoonfuls to children under ten years of age. 

Dysentery.^Deooct. qulnke, S0O.O; potass, chlo- 
rat., 4.0. Use in twenty four hours. 

Epilepsy. — Sodii bromid., ammon. bromid., OS' 
10.0; aqufle, 800.0. Qive four to eight tablespoon- 
fuls per dose in infusion of valerian. As sujiple- 
ment;iry give extract belladonoie. zinci oxid., 1.0. 
Div. in pii. No. 40. Give about four pills daily. 
Keep the bowels open. 

GonorrbiTa.— Injections of chloral hydrat., 3 to 
250 of water, twice daily. Internally, potassium 
cUonte, 8.0 per dose. 

Whooplog-cou^.— >Olei terebinth., 10 0; syr. 
altheas, 80.0. One teaspoonful every three hours. 
Children between one and a half and four years of 
age may baglvmi fire to dght drops of tinctuia of 
eucalyptus in sugar-water, every three hours, or 
tinct. eucalyptus, 3.0; glyceriu, syr. simpl., a&lo.O; 
aqwe, 100.0 One teaspoonful every three hours 
Cure may be expected in three or four weeks. 
Phthisis.— Give twice daily, by au mhalaiion ap 
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pantus, twenty drops of a mixturo equal parts crca- 
lote and chloroform dropped apon Rtpoage. Inters 
111II7 in»o(T), qttlnioA. lijpoplio^hltM and ood^Uvwr 
ott. 

Insoranin.— Cannabioum tannieam. 

Syphilis — As a substitute for mercury: 0.8 bi- 
chromate of potassium in 600 paru of carbonic acid 
water. 

Chronic Rh(nimatii?m. — Pulr. capsici annni, 8 0; 
adipis, SO.O. Hub upon the aSected part fur ten 
mfamtes with tbe £loT«d haod. 

Warta,— Riimlng with sodium sibyl. 
. Hemorrlioids, bleeding, iodoform suppositories, 
1 to 90. tineen auppoflltorics ought to be mtneleBt. 

VomltiDj* of Preguaucy. — T. Potnoi bioarh., 5.0; 
potass, dromid., 20.0; aqua:, 60.0. II. Acid citric. 
4.0; 4.0; aqu», 190.0. ▲ teaapoooful of I, and a 
tablcsponnfiil of II. mind, aod driak efforviaadng 
amy balf hour. 



Souk Quiusb Scknxs at tbb Yibsma Cliki^ubs. 
-^h. oorraspondinrt of tbe St. Loub Oourier of Medi- 

chic writing from Yit-nnii. while Bp<'akiiig io terms j 
of warm general praise of tlie advantages afforded 1 
the itodent at that medical centre, midces mention 
of Bome scenes whic h arc po<irly culculatetl to de- 
velop those qualities of heart which are as esseotinl 
to tbe practitioner as are qualities of head. It seems, 
however, that tbe stolid Teuton calmly submits to 
the indignities showered on him in tbe name of 
science, tbe professors of which at Vienna compliment 
themaelvcs on tbe excellent control they have over 
their pntients. The methods of the foreigner w ill 
scarcely ever become popular in thi^ couutry, and it 
would prove rather unprofitable, we think, for tbe 
.\moriran student abroad who should attempt tu 
transplant them to this soil. How many patients in 
this coaatfy wottld, for inataaoe. mbmlt to luKfing 
fl'ti^oa or twenty awkward younc^ docfnr-j i'l succes- 
sioQ haul away at their tongues until iliey were cut 
and bleeding flrom preaaure ob the teeth, aad to hav- 
ing the larynii;c!il mirror shoved into their throats by 
these same embryo phyaiciaos until the mLierable 
▼ietim baa vomited his insidea out. in their buogllaf 
efforts to catch a glimpse of the vocal c >rd? Or 
bow many free American citizena would uncom- 
plainingly rabmit to having a metalUe apeoulum 
jammed repcit-jdly into their ears until tln-y aR- 
forced to bowl with pain, to order that young may 
be edaeatedr Tet the patieota at the Vienna 
cliniques submit to all this and much more wilUout 
a murmur, well kaowlng that on their raiding the 
■lightest objection they will be summarily ejected. 

Tbe correspondent was struck with the di.'tre.^Ard 
of h'Jmin life, which amouats to brutality, of which 
tliu Htu'ly \i the frequent witaesi. Oae raw and 
gu-ity day last Uareh. for io^taoeei. an iomoase 
thyr )lil tumor W(i% rem )7Lvi fr iii a p-)or wotn in of 
about thirty years of asjo at BiUr jlU'i ctiniq I'i. Tuo 
amphiMtaatre was cold, and to ad l to the diMcotufort, 
the fl'ijr WA'i wet. The pjor victim wa* allowoi to 
lie there With no c^vcriag exo ^p; her oUotalau and 



itockings, and oven after the dressings bad been ap< 
plied she waa kept in that condition for a long time 
before her rt?moval to the hospital ward, ftlmply be- 
cause* it did not «uit the convenience of the attend* 
ante to attend to her. It is needless to say that the 
woman was soon added to the excellent facilities for 
the study of pathology at that renowned centre. 

Another caae: A man. 48, was being asphyz- 
luted from a growth in the larynx and Prof. 8chr5t- 
ter proceeded to perform trachMtomy. Everything 
proceeded amoothly nalll the patient began to gMi». 
SooD rcFpirutioa and the pulse hid ceased. This 

idtd n:>t. however, cause the operator to de^t, bat 
he worked deliberately, and after an unoonadonablf 
; loii!^ time got the tube into the (rachca. Then ln*gati 
a remarkable performaooe with a view to resuscita- 
tion. Cold water was squirted from a syringe over 
tbe cpigastriuii), artificial respiration, after 
known method, was performed and electricity waa 
applied, but all to no purpose. flduOtter, tuning 
tlie ca.se over to bis assistants, left the room. Tbe 
violent treatment to which the miserable victim was 
then Bubjrctcd can only be imagined by one who is 
familiar with the unreatniaed habits of tbe German 
Ktudcnt. The result was a rupture of the dead man's 
livtr and spleen. The Americans who were present 
felt convinced that the bold plunge of the knife 
which the ftkilful surj»w>n of thi-s country would 
have made after the ru.spiraliuu and pulse had ceased, 
would have saved this patient's life. It la to the 
credit of the American pul)lio that ^uch scenes aa 
these would not long Lk> tolerated iu tUi» couutry. 

Tna Dkatu of Louis TfftnLLtEO. — One of the 
members of Pjisteur's cholera cjinuiission, M. Thuil- 
Iter, has himself succumbed to the disease. Ho was 
the youngest mcmbfr of the party, but although only 
' 20 ycai:i of age, liaJ already distinguished himjdf. 
I IIo contracted the cholera in the hospital at Alex- 
, undriH, where he wn<! cn<;aged in its Sttt^JT* a&d laid 
down \\\% life for his fellow men. 

A writer in tlia Parte FtgMO taltesooeaalott to call 
the attention of Frenchoion to the death and the cir- 
cum&tuaces aurrouadiag it, of this brave young man, 
who with three othera went forth without baat of 
drum or M ire of tnimp^t to m jet a death more cer- 
tain tha:i that which huverd over the field of buttle. 
The soldier In batUe has at least the certitude that 
his country re,.fard^ him with ra i::h anxiety during 
the conHict^ and waits with baited breatlifornewaof 
the reanlt, and shonid he, perchance, canse victory 
to p:;rch on hii n i'i Mi's h^i Kn r, an ovitioa awaits 
him on his return. 2(ot ao, howavor, the scientist. 
1L> depart! to meet the cholera* aummndad, it not 
by tlic indifference at least, bj the Inattention of his 
country; 

"If Louis Thuillier had retnrafldwith his friends, 
it would not b ivc bicn known that they h id evoc 
d?p:»rkd. Thr-'O linos in the journals would have 
Bulliced t J sjiiutc tUe return of four heroes, who, 
after biving slaked their lives for tho s ifcty of the 
ham in race, would have return ] t'> lii 'ir labacatoiy ' 
, without beat of drum or souud ot trumpet. 
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It WM neeeaniy tluit one sbould fall, owreome, 

to make us cslimntc the tl uii^er incurrcil by the 
others. Without thU young death, which moves ua, 
WB wouM not esteem at their proper Tahie the mt- 
viv iTH who havf incurred the wime danger with 
him, and who are eqaalijr eatiUed to our respect. 
If tbe deith of Loiris ThuUtier had no other resalt 
thin tofiaUonr atteatioD to tlicsc ol/scuro heroes of 
■daice, to eocourago them io the future by the 
homage paid to their endeavors, to influcnco them 
to persevere in their life of courage and devotion to 
the puLHc ciiUBe; we should envy him for thisalone. 
It la cruel io die at thirty years, hut when ooe dies 
thm^ M an example, the mlaslon of life has lieen 
"Weil accomplished. 

It is for this reason that the death of this youog 
auui» irlioni I liad not the admntage of Imowing; 
touches me as the los« of a friend. The reader will 
feel, as well as myeelf, whcnco comes this sympalliy, 
whteh Im, too, must eertaloly experience, tt is not 
that we VAX- ovircoine with emoti'^n Imc.-iu^i d 
upon us, for the disappearauco of Louis Thuillicr 
leaTee no void in our exblence. But we feel, one | 
and all, tliat we owe i tender souvnjii to tliis your ' 
•denUst, who, in a measure, died for us, n vietim to i 
hlndoTOtlon to humanity. Without liaving known i 
Louis Thuillier, welovehira; in his di ail), on the I 
iMltle field of acience, he appears to us, if not with j 
the iaurel of the victor, at least with the halo of the | 
maa, who passes throuj^h this life with a higher 
thought, to which hn sncritlces all else ; who might 
liave had his life filled with pleasant Joy and ambi- 
tlkms easily satisfied, and who prefers to these the 
coostant and Lreueridly cb^eiire contest* to make his 
science take uue step forvvurd. 

We need not despair of an epoch, which sees audi 
brave young men. who'-e short existence may serve 
as a lasting example, and u hose death leaves a void 
in the eeientifle world, though the vleUm hare not 
yet counted his thirty years. It is our duty to pause 
before this tomb and to act as interpreters of public 
ophilott. The future heroes of scleoce, who are 
ready themselves, to die for their cause, will nt lenst 
koow that we are neitiier indifferent nor ungrate* 
fW.-* 



A Yeobtariak DncT. — ^Dr. John H. Trent, of 

Brooklyn, X. Y., writes; 

During the winter of 187<^74 a number of stu- 
dent!, mjwlf induded. rewdTed to leit peraonally 

the effects of a purely vegr'tablc dtPt. We excluded I 
all itinds of meat, oils, butter, fats, cheese, sugar, i 
•iyrupe, milk, tea, eoHee, cocoa, chocolate, mH and | 
pepper; all kinds of spicen and eondiiueiits; all ' 
lunds of spirituous and malt liquors, yeast and j 
hikiog powder. Our diet consisted of vegetables, | 
fruits and the crreali. Whole wlieal orrtiaham 
flour constituted the bulk of our diet. This was | 
made Into bread by the addition of cold water; air { 
was forced into it by prol ii.;< i! beating witli a j 
•poon. In this way a fairly lis;Ut brcud was pro- 1 
dttoed. The sreat majority of the physiotansof i 



I to-day would oondemu aucb bread as unlit far 

human foo<l, yet our stomachs did not rebel. Com, 
oat and wheat meal was made into pudding for 
breakfist, to be eaten with stewed fruit if neosaaaiy. 

By the absence of salt in the cooking and prcpar> 
ation of our food we were never thirsty, eioeptal^ 

violent exercise. 

We all changed abruptly from a mixed diet, with 
an ocra-Hiitaal glass of beer, to the above exclusive 
bill of fare, wiihout suHeriug io the kiist from ill 
health; in fact, several of our number gained flesh. 
I doubt if any of our most intimate friends, who 
were uiti apprised of tlio fact, would have tiutipected 
that wc had made any change in our m< de of living. 

The linagtnnry need of the chloride of sodium 
was intense, and most diificuU to overcome. This 
need existed only In the mind, as the body did not 
huffer in tl«e least by its absenre. After a few wc^ks 
this toDgiog for salt subsided, and we could appre- 
ciate and enjoy the inherent tasto of the food. 

Our ( xii'Tinu tit extended over .^tx raont!i3, and 
for 'iome of the party much longer; prolonged 
through choice. 

Several of ua were strictly continent, Imt the uor- 
tnol semimil emission would occur during sleep, 
about every two weelra, the same as under a mixed 
diet. I am SHtii^tied tliat there wa.s no diuiinutlouia 
the sexual feeling or power, as some writers have 
asserted. Our bowels moved with unfrilbg regu- 
larity. 

Mental susceptibility was the aam| as under a 
mixed diet of nearly one-half meat. 

It Is both interesting and instructive to know that 
mun can aclually gain llesh. maintnin good health 
and .spir'ts, ou a diet exciuisive of ali kiudi uf meat, 
fats, milk and salt. It proves conclusively tliat 
chloiiilcof Hodiuni is not an essential element in the 
food of man, only as it exists in its natural state 
and combination in cereals and vegetables. 

The iv^scrtiod of Dalton, "that the cnnsumption 
of chloride of sodium is based upon an instinctive 
dedn for a sobstanoe whldi Is neoeaaaryto lbs 
proper constitution of the tissues and fluids," iscer* 
tainly doubtful in the light of the above results. 

Wo think It fair to assume that man can thriveon 
almost .my kind of exclusive diet, sueh as rice, corn 
meal, oat meal, wheat meal, milk, beans and pota- 
toes, iuid he can abruptly change from one to the 
otlier. and from either to the m ist elaborate mi.\ed 
diet, without the nutritive process suffering in the 
least. 



EXFKBlMKfrie IN THB UsE OF l^APHTOL FOB 

VRB TnaATMBiVT w 8«ni Disbasbs.— Dr. Arthur 

Viui IIiirHniren, of Piiiladelphiii, reports in tho 
American Journal uf the Medical Bcienccs for Octo- 
ber. IS8S1 the results of his experience with the usa 
of (his ilrug, which Was flr-t ln.iu^Iii to tbc notice 
ui the prufessioQ by Professor Kaposi, of Vienna, 
nbmit two years ago. 

He Hnds it is ouu of the mo*it efBcient and agree- 
able remedies for scabies whicli luu jet been brought 
forward. Both io the rapidity of its action and in 
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' lit bcnefldal effeeti upon the inllHiied drfn It Is 

superior to ati\- of tbt- means onlitmril y employed 
for tbe care of Uiis diaease. lu exact place in der- 
matic thmpentica nmtfiia to lie aaoertdaed. bat be 

is inrlinec! to ttlbk Uwt it wiU OOt prave SD uotaii- 
portaat one. 

Id ecmuft it baa Idled in his bands to give the 
same beneficial results as were obtained by Kaposi, 
lo most cases of vesicular and in acute eczema gen- 
erally its action is simply tbat of an irritant. On 
the other band, it lias a limited Held of action in 
the cure of n certnin nmnber of cnoffi Of aqoimoiu 
eczema of Uie Hcalp. 

In bis (^aiOD it ia a Taluable addition to our ex- 
ternal means of treatment in p«ori(i.sis. Kiiposi 
spealis well of it in psoriasis of tbe scalp In parttcu- 
iar, and Ida experience would lead bim to plaoe it 
near chry8arol)in and pyro^llic acid in cffecfiveness 
without the neutraliziug disadvantages of eitlier of 
these drags. 

In Reliorrhfra of tlic scalp napbtol is a decided ad- 
dition to our means of treatment. Wliile inferior in 
some leepeets to sidpbnr or carbolic acid, it has a 
certain range of usefuliiessi whlcli furtlier experience 
will in all probability more exactly demonstrate. 

Napbtol Is highly lauded by Kaposi in tbe treat- 
ment of byperidrosi*, but in Dr. Van nuriinf,u'n's 
hands it lias failed entirely, although used strictly 
. according to bis fotmuto. He considers it quite 
valueless in tUs disease, so far as bis experience 
goes. * 

His experience leads him to regard its effects in 
ringworm as iti:! ri ir to almost all of the remedies at 
present ti<ied, and ■&» almost entirely inefficient in 
most cases of tiueu versicolor. 

In pediculosis he has had n r\j > rience, but in a 
sin^'le case of pedlcoloBis cai>itis its action was 
favorable. 



The rniBOLATioKS or ▲ Couhitbx OBSTBTaiciA>-. 
—Tbe Journal of the Amolcan Medical AssociaUon 

says: Under this title a Dr. Pierre gives, in the 
Oasette Med. de Picardie, a very amusing account 
of bis experiences. In one of his cases, where he 
assists at tbe birth of a child born out of wedlock, 
the mother of the mother is IiiL'hly indipnant, not at 
Uie condition of her daughter— tiutt is a small mat- 
ter—but tbat the mother of the futluT is not present 
at tbe birth, an indignity whieh she could not 
brook, but which was finally condoned by the arrival 
of theoflaiding party. One case can well be given 
in bis own style: "I was on duty at the Hospital 
Saint Antoiut:. Quo night, about 1 o'clock, I was 1 
ftwalnmed to recelTe a patient. She brought with 
her in her arms an infant that was nf-nrty nriki-il, I I 
received her as an urgent case. The next day she 
gave me faer history, but t will let ber speak for her- 
self *! am a very ;;ay pcr-nn, sir. I lov( th« ball. 
I have uul absented myself during my pregnancy, 
which yesterday passed tbe seventh month. At 10 
o'clock last ev( riiiiL' I wa- one of tbe first at the 
dance, near the Place du Trooe. I did my best. 
After sereral country dances I felt pdns. Bo mudi 



tlw worse, said I, if it Is coming this evening, as I 

have not reached my full time. I will leave the hall 
as late as possible. But tlie pains continued. Tbe 
more T suAfed, the more I danced. In ttie eoMiMfr 
Mul, which at our balls leaves the ladies to dance 
alone, seized with sliarp pains, I made some aston- 
ishing contortions while dancing. I had a remark- 
able success. Then the galop followed, in which I 
seized my partner with a vi;.'or I did not know I 
was capable of, wlieu .suddenly the waters broke. 
The accident was observed, but was attrttiuted to a 
different cause. The jokes rained on me. I trie<l 
to escajM.*; ihey pursued me. I ran out; they fol- 
lowed me. I passed down the Boulevard Maza.<- 
soiuf :!0 of them were at my heels. Where the Medt 
Charenton branches off, I climbed over the board 
fence of a wood.yard. Portonately. my pwaners 
had lost track of me. I sat on the ground ; it was 
lime; the child came five minutes afterwards. I 
have wrapped It ap In my bandlrarebiet: and small 
as it T think it will live.' She was right, both 
mother and child did well, and she left the hospital 
10 days later without any dlsagreealde oomplien- 
tion." 



Trk OomRntFTioH of Homsflssh ik PnAKcn.— 

Br:ti li Vledical .Tonrnal : The followiui: statistic- 
wiih reference to the consumption of horseflesh in 
Paris may be fonnd Interesting. The municipal 
statistics of the city of Paris show that in is^^i the 
Pariswns consumed 9.800 horses and 400 asses or 
mules, which amonnts to about two milUott kilo- 
grammes of meat. The Hj'giinc Pratique ct Gazette 
Hebdomadaire des Sciences M^dicaies de Montpel- 
lier r^ards this form of food as a valuable resource, 
when it is coniidered that many Fwndi peofle 
scarcely ever touch meat, in consequence of the enor 
mous disproportion between the production of cattk 
and the population of the country. The Hune jour 
ual observes that .science has lontr demonstrated the 
excelkut qualiiy of thu lleaU of the horse. This 
animal is e.^sentially herbivorous, and no noxious 
elemei!i ' 'aboruted in its animal economy; whilst 
its orguuic resistance to disease is Much that out of 
8,000 horses which were cut up, M. Pierre, a well- 
known veterinary surgeon, did not find one in which 
the viscera showed any traces of morbid lesions. 
Like vml and young beef, the flesh of the >oang 
horse is white, and it-<: nnfritinu!; fjualitio'^ are in 
direct relation with the age of the animal which fur- 
nishes it; but when tbe colt is three years old, its 
meat, alreaiiy deep enloieil. is very nourishing/ 
When the horse lias attained full age, its flesh con- 
tains, in a maximum quantity, all the nutritive prin- 
ciples which are ne<essary. Ijcbig and Moleschott 
have pointed out that horseflesh contains more crea- 
tine, tbat Is to say, more albuminous matter, than 
ox beef, which makes it more nourishing. It has, 
in fact, been demonstrated that four kilogrammes of 
borsefleah are as aourirtitng as five kilogrammes of 
beef. The color is not displeasing, nor is the sniell 
unpleasant; and its in the treatment of disca^o-' 
fur whidi raw meat has been recommended docs nut 
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preseDt the iDConveQieQces wUcb are often uiei with 
]n tlie nw (l«ih of beef or nratton; In ftict, every 
day larg:e numbt-rs of oxen, cows and slieep are 
killed which are koown to be diseased, and of which 
it is feued to Ion the nle. This can never he the 
case with regard to the horse, for most horses used 
for food are seat to the slaughter house simply be- 
Cnoae they have become old or incapable of workioi;, 
or becaoae eome accident hai diaabled them. 



A Nbw Method of Applyixo pREssmF to Es- 
l^Bora Testicles. —In the Lancet for July 7. 1883. 
Dr. Corbet t describes a simple method of applying 
pressure to culur^'od t('st!clt«, which is raloilutcd to 
do away with niiiny of the objections against the 
ordinary plaster strapping. He prefacea the expla- 
nation of his plan by saying tliat he derived the idea 
from a homely source — ^nothing more or less than 
•Being the meaaa employed for encasing • football. 
Barring thai, instead of hrvvin<^thc pncnPinf mndc of 
leather, l^e had it made of India rubber, sucb as one 
sees in the oonstruetlon of the bnlls in tpray produc- 
ers, etc. The cases he recdmmcnds should be made 
of different sizes and thicknesses, and oval in shape. 
The OMMia of tightening the caees and applying the 
pressure would be identically the same a.** in the 
football cover, Uiat is, by lacing. There should be 
an opening at the neck of tlie caie to allow the pass- 
age of the cord, This opening would be surrounded 
by a ring (interrupted) of leaden wire, to insure its 
patency and to prevent pressure on the structures of 
the cord. The leaden wire ring being interrupted, 
its softness would offer no obstacle to its easj' adjust- 
ment round the neck of the enlarged gland. With 
a supply of such ejiscs the treatment of an enlarged 
testicle would offer but little difficulty. It would 
simply mean the selection of a rubber case of the 
tiglit dae and tliicdcneiB, end eepeUe, when laced 
up, of exercising a steady, equablp pressure on the 
enlarged organs, and applying the case to the testicle 
and tadng it up. If comddmed necessary, the tes- 
ticle could first he enveloped in a thin layer of cot- 
ton wool. Tiliii would prevent any possibility of 
the skin being nipped or chafed by the lacing. As 
the gland reduces in size, a smaller case would be 
applied, and thus a steady pressure kept up until 
a cure was effected. 

The above plan has the advantages of simpiidty, 
Dcatncssi. and quirknef;«i In \U application to recom- 
mend it. it involves no elaborate apparatus, aud 
does away with many, if not all, of the obJecUons 
cooDected with the operation of strapping with plas- 
ter. 



PzssA&Bs.— Dr. J. Matthews Duncan: In the 

present great abundance of conioriei bits of 
wood, and metal, and vulcanite, and what not 
qalled pessaries, my advice to you is Puncii's 
advice to a young man contemplating marriage 
— Don't ! Tiiink twice before beginning the 
often baneful practice (rf using any instru- 



ment, teaching a woman to depend on what, 
if not positively useful, is positively injurious, 
tii iil Ii perhaps not muck so. Many a woman has 
suffered from, and many a woman his died of, h 
pc&sary ; but most pessaries, as 1 find them in use. 
are neaxly Innoenom lor evil or for good. They are 
always harborers of dirt, and they always keep the 
mind watching the part; they are liable to decay, 
and require, if long used, to be renewed. They all 
are undesirable additions to the contents of the 
pelvic excavation, and, if they are efficient, must, 
of course cause more pressure, thotigh perhaps on 
different {mrts, than that caused by the organ or 
organs which they keep in an altered position. 
Curious things are anteflexion pessaries. In regard 
to their giving relief I express no opinion, but i do 
say that if they give relief it is not by undoing the 
flexion, and keeping it undone keeping the womb 
straight. I have seen most kinds of anteflexion 
pessaries as placed by their inventors, and too often 
replaced and replaced, but I have never seen one 
materially modify the flexion. 1 have myself never 
used one, and have no intention of doing so. There 
is another bad uud tou comtnou practice whicti 1 
must not omit to mention here, that is, wliat Is 
called straightening or putting up the womb or re- 
placing it time after time by the probe or finger. 
This has no other effect tban to irritate the organ, 
for the displacement recurs immediately after the 
probe or finger is removed, as the practice itself 
shows. 



The Kiss Pstcholooicallt Considered. — The 
psychological philosopher of Qaillard's l^Iedical 
Journal gives the following case and comments: 
Social circles and the rt?flecting portion of the 
medical profession (thai is all of it ) have buen very 
j much interested in the statement that, at a recent 
weddi:;^ jU W illiesliarre, Pennsylvania, the bride- 
gruoin j in mediately ufler the weddiug ceremony 
gave his bride, as is often done, the familiar kiss, 
and tlien wrenching a leg from a chair proceeded to 
assault every one present — old and youug, men and 
women, boys and girts— the bride only being ex* 
cepted. The company fled in dismay, but thi« not 
protecting them, there was organized a corps 
as gsllant as the "Old Guard" at Waterloo, and this, 
charginp upon the bridegroom, captured and then 
confined him. He wa^ found to be insane or 
delirious. The question to the psychologist Is tliia, 
Wha? was the c luse of fliat c>'nditioii? Was it that 
this man had never t)cforc kissed a woman, and 
was so moved that rapture became delirium? or is 

It that at times tlie ki^s t]iu> lie-towi d lirings on a 
transport bordering on maniacal excitement? If 
either assumption be correct, it is evident that the 
medical profession is called upon to provide a 
remedy absolute and complete for so dangerous a 
contingency. If Idsstng a woman, or even a bride, 
for the first time has such an effect, there is but one 
I rational remedy for it, and this is, that a man 
1 should get himself accustmed to sucb physiological 
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eocnaotlon bgr kMnf w<MB«n m often ai he has an 

opportunity for so doing!! Suth medical advise 
moat commsad ptofeflsioul coofldeoce. m M repre- . 
WtttefhemotteffldantittodeorimieUoe, Ihslis, not 

the cure of this form of mauia, but the pre^entiOB 
itb Aod the prescripUoD, too. is such na to cnm- 
mmd llwlf to the good taste and best judgetucnt of 
every physician. 

This young man, it is ncedleM to My. WM neither 
a physician nor a clerg> maD. 



Nesdijuh, Uselksb Coughino.— In an address 
by Charles J. Hare, and published in the British 
Medical .lournal, the writer has the following on 
seedleas, useless coughing: 

There is in tlio world a great d*»fil of what. I nm ac- 
customed to call "needles', useless coughing," 
Where secretloa takes place Into tlie broncblal 
ttibes, it must sooner or later be brought up; and for 
this purpose some "necesfiary" coughing must take 
place, or tba patient will choke. But. both in 
orgauic diseases and in gliglit Infl.immntory or irrita- 
tive affections of the air passages, there is often an 
fanmeiiae amoiuit of tneleas ewii^liig^ttwlen. thai 
is, as regards brini^inir up nny laryngeal or bronchial 
tecxetion. and far worse than ueeleM, because it 
maiaoattbe patient, pieventa deep, and, more- 
over, increases the condition which gives rise to it. 
Inasmuch as it lets the affected parts have no rest or 
peace. Now, the effeeta of opium are both local 
and general; find if in mueitaj^e of acacia, or 
tragacauth, or in glycerine, or with a thick solution 
of oonfecttotosaicnnlnflB, or honey, you give fre- 
quently from the one-fortieth to the one-twentieth 
of a grain of morphia, you not only give a marvel- 
tool amoant of peace and comfort to your patient, 
bat, where it is remediable, you tend also to cure 
the disease. A favorite formula of mine, varied ac- 
eotdlng to circumstances, is: 



^ Liq. morph. accUliB. 3 iij 

Acidi nilrici dil Jisa 

OxymelMs scillffi J v j 

Mucil. acBcixp Jiiss 

Gljcerini 31] 

Byr, rfifTfiflr's I ij 

Aq. ci uiam (vel rnwiOnd § vj 



M. To take one or two tea&poonfuls, five, uz, or 
ieven tinee in the twentj-four houn. Th» oough- 
iDg in pertoasia nay he similarly rdieved. 



MiCRoscuPiiii'ti AX DiNNBR. — Whco the micro- 
eeoplsts sat down to dinner, each one produced his 
compound oscillatmg Tiiicro«copp. and carefully ci 
amincd every article of food. Excited shouts wcbi 
up as new discoveries of metallic, vegetable, and 
aausage substances were discovered in the sntip. An 
eiam i natiou of the water resulted in the discovery 
of anch an enormous quantity of inf naoria, mam- 
tnnlia, and pnchydermnt.i that the micro'-cnpigta 
unanimously refused to drink it. During the pro* 
great of the meal, much enthualaam waa nronaed bj 



the aanoQBeemeiit of Professor White flint 1» had 

diftcovcred a trace of hairpin in the beefsteak, thus 
upaetting the theory that the beefsteak of American 
hotels is a chemically pure carburet of sole-leather; 
Mid M a later hour, Prof^or Black's assertion- 
hosed on a thoroiiirli microscopical pxaminRtlon — 
that he had discovered whortleberries in the whortle- 
berry pudding, and wine hi the wine-sauce, IM to n 
heated discnsHion, In the course of whi li 38 micro- 
scopisls declared that Prof^sor Black w^-i an igao- 
nnt and unprincipled pretender, and 11 others 
maintained that the Professor was acting in good 
faith, and tliat hb disoovcries could be accounted 
for on the theory that the waiter had given Irim, by 
mistake, a piece ' f 'vhortleherry pudding made ex- 
pressly for the laudlord's private table. 



HoMooPATRT. — ^In answer to a corresp o ndent, 

who li!i(l proposed a tcsl of horaccopalhy in one of 
the London hospitals, the Lancet says: "Our corres- 
pondent doM not seem to be awara that homoopathy 
scarcely exi'^ts us understood by Hahnemann. It? 
moat popular exponent in London has published a 
new doctrine of therapeutics, directly eontmdicting 
Hahnemann's fundamental principle. We published 
last week the suggestion of a Huboemannian journal, 
to drop the word 'homoiopatby' out of existence, aa 
the only means of averting the Imminent dissolution 
of the .seliool. \Vc arc quite nwnre that there is a 
section of the puhlic that believe iu homcBopathy; 
but they are attended by those who have abandoned 
all its efisential principles while still n tainin^^ the 
name. The argument that homoeopathy ouly uecds 
a trial ia quite unlcnable. It Imb been on its trial 
eighty years— as long, in fart, as vaccination. While 
vaccination is accepted by the whole world of acien- 
tifle and rational men, liomflBopothj la without % 
chair In any university of Europe, and it is pro- 
posed by lis own leaders to drop the very name. 
The attitude of sdentlflc medicine to it oftAiil^.ii 
thijj 111 -roughly justified. The attempt to take 
shelter under the name of Dr. Sydney Kinger is 
now rather a favorite device of bomaopatlia. But 
It will not save either their scientific or their moral 
position. Dr. iiinger takes medicines as lie finds 
them, and Investigates their ncllon In health ftad 
disease uultampcred by ftuthoritf , and he does not 
trade on a name." 



CaMnrao PuncLnnT Oram MnniA, with Prau 

FOKATIOy« OF TfTB MkMRKANA TyMPAWT. — Df. 

J. Mclvay, of Wilmiuptou. Del., hnviug 
treated during tlie past eleven years 23U cases of 
otorrhfprt, nr, more tpchnically, chronic otitis media 
wilh purukul di-icbarge, presents for consideration 
in the American Journal of the Medical Beienoea for 
OetolMrr, I88ii, some clintral observations upon such 
eoecs with old perforations of tlie membrane tym- 
pani, and endeavors to ahow tiiat they are not Oie 
ua.«-itisfartnry nnd irreine<ll:ible chiss of aural dis- 
eases which they have been regarded, and perhaps 
Still are by many general pneattonen as weli as by 
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the public geoerallj. And because of tlic well- 
kBowB daDgen from oaiie* and neeraito of tho tein> 

poral bones, tneniogilis, cerebral abscess, and puru- 
XviA infectioo, wbidi sooner or later maj, and often 
do ernno, wben fhey are dtsregarded or neglected, 

thf y "^liould not in the future, as in the past, be per- i 
uuiitid bj pb/sicians to paw from under their obaer- 
▼atf on without any, or carelewly directed local and 
medical treatment. 

Uia earlier cases were treated by various caustic 
s|)|iHca(ions, and they required usually several 
mouths' treatment to relieve or cure them. The later 
ones were treated with finely powdered boracic acid 
(the dry method), packed in the ears, usually filling 
the meati the first few virita, whieh geocrully 
checked the purulent discharfre in n few chiys, mid 
ooiy required several weeks (usually about four) to 
relicvB or cure tlieni. 



Tta ICAarER m OBarrmcB.— The tfnlTersity of 
Dublis having conferred the hononiry degree of 
Uiglaler in Arte Obstetricia on Dr. (ico. IT. Kidd. 
It fall to the lot of Professor Webb to deliver iLc 
pttUie orathm on the occasion. This he did in 
Latin When an Eui.;li-li orator tran.«1ntes his Latin 
quotation, he docs it "fur tiie benefit of the ladies," 
and for the same reason tho Ptooaadlngaof the Med. 
8oc. of the County of Kings ' 'proliferates'* the follow- 
ing tran&lalion of Professor Webb's oration: "And 
now, O JoDo, Goddaea of CbildUrth, land me your 
aid. Assist, I pray, my genius in travail; for that 
diasto priest is now here to lie honored, who is 
wont to pcealde over yonr ritea and ceramooiea with 
deepest revcreuea. U It then tbal poettcfeptuie de- 
ceives me t 

"OMistaatlr or* kMid hnd tqIom aMl dyiiiR of la- 

fRDU • 

not of infants, as below, 

"WlMm, deprived of owaat lite, aad ton Arom tlin limit 
adaricday 

Has htirrii-d oIT— 

but whom Juoo herself befriending, this our master 
of theobatetrleartbaaled forth! to the light. At 
his birth a sign, a synonym of Haidus, shone forth — 
abrilliancy as they say, water bringing, If as is »ald 
of Dante, showeriag gold. We aUoweiomeihiug to 
the obstetric art Let us all aalote the dlitiiiigQlabed 
obief of this esceUent art." 



For Hosqcrron.— The ehilUiig winds of autumn 
have retired the pestiferous mo<quito, and alOiough 
the winter of our discontent will be made glorious 
bgr bla absence, he will return again. It might 
prove well to charge the mind, against those dread 
daya, with the following formula, which L' Union 
MMieale decbuea makea an eHeotlvn f umigant mix- 
ture: 

9 Puir. potaa. nitrat aopafta 

AddearboHo SO 

Pulv. in^erlirld (Persian) 125 *' 

Puiv, curbuQ. iig 250 " 

Qom tragacanth q. a. 



Collodion for WKNs.-'Dr, Wm. IL lAmm« of 
Oentreville, Ohio, writes; 

An article in the October number of the Medical 
Age, by Dr. Carrenux, upon the removal of wens 
without the knife, has called the attention of the 
writer to the u!«e of collodion as an i^iplioation to 
wen?, especially of the eyelid.''. I hfive succeeded in 
removing these troublesome luile luuiors in this 
way, bj keepin/; ilic pan well covered, in a short 
time, companitivcly. without the least pain or in- 
convenience to the patient. The effect of this agent 
is, no doabt, bj ita equitable compmalon upon the 
tumor, prodnoUig absorption. 



A physician in New York exhibita an irregular- 
shaped acar on hfa face, which he rayi Is dne to the 

delib*'rate malpractice of Dr. William A. Hammond. 
Dr. Hammond is a personal enemy of bis and envied , 
him the immense practice and popularity which ho 
enjoyed largely because of his good looks. He fell 
one day nnd '?even'Iy wounded Ids fare nn the pavf*. 
meal near Dr. liHtumond's olUce. That gttit.'enian 
was Called to dress the wound. Here was his oppor- 
tunity to wreak his vengeance on lii^ rival! He de- 
'liberately introduced the sutures in euch a manner 
that when closely lied they f^ve the wound a fright- 
fully puckered appearance. In wldch sh:tpe it healed, 
and thus forever so disfigured the unforttmate gen- 
tleman that bis ollenlde gradually forsook blm. 
This dreadful story has just been pnh! lathed for the 
first time, and were it not for the fact that the vio> 
ttm who tells It la an Inmate of a lunatio asylum and 
never saw Dr. Hammond in hia life, it would tend 
to decidedly lower that genial and hirge- hearted 
gentleman In the estlmaUon of bis admtiera, wbo 
embrace a very laigB number of the piofsssloii of 
this country. 

Tiie New York doctor is nothing if he bn't modp 
est Dr. H«rman Knapp, Profenor of Ophthal- 
mology in the medical dcpartmi nt of the city of 
New York, related the following in a recent ad. 
dress: "Ten yeara ago I waa eonsulted by a Boston 
physician for a serious ophthalmic difficulty. I ad- 
vised him to stay in New York and have his eyes 
treated. He asked me, quite astonished: 'Why, 
haven't we as good physicians in Boston as you have 
in New York?' I replied without feigned modesty: 
'No, sir, and you never will have; for talent, like 
merchandise, has a tendency t«i seek the best mar- 
ket.'" The man stayed and wa.s cured. The doc- 
tor in hia modesty doesn't slitte, and therefore leaves 
it to be inferred, wbo the superior «iphthalmoloj;i9t 
was who wrought the enre. Such modesty is truly 
paiuful to witness. 

The necessity uf systematic exercise being con- 
ceded, the means of secaring it becomes the ques* 

tion. The following is siii^ircaitcd as one of the 
cheapest and most elflcaclous, calling into action 
every muscle In the body, and at the same time sab- 

jectingnonoof them to th;\t striin, thi; li.ibiiity to 
which constitutes the great objection togymnaaiums: 
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Take a strip of Rteel «boat two ud « half fieet In 

length smd two iucLcsiii wiiith. II:ive this regularly 
Dotduid on one side, and fitted into a stODg frame. 
Then take a large block of wood.say a ttlek of cord- 
Mood, which place securely on a double bifurcated 
frame at a convenieDt elevation. The exercise con- 
abtfl In alternately ebovin^ and pulling back the 
strip of steel across the block of wood. The opera- 
tion may be facilitated by occasionally anointing 
the strip of steel with the adii)oee side of a piece of 
pork rind. 

Dr. E. Ilobbins Thornton, of Bolleville, Mich., 
doesn't vrisli to l»iair, Imt lla- exix rience of Dr. E. 
A. Romig. as reported in the last issue of the Aok, 
extorts from him the followlog: 

"I was nillid to iittond Mrs. J., 8 oclnck P. M. 
At ten minutes after nine she was delivered of a 
plump 7^ lb. daughter. As I was taking the placenta, 
there was an alarm at the door and I was summoned 
to see Mrs. 8., who at half paj^t ten gnvc birth to a 
well-deyelopod son. A few minutes after removing 
the aftar-blrUi, I washarried up to wait upon Mrs. C. 
who wn.'s made happy l>y the birth of u dmifrhter at 
half-past twelve o'clock. A few minutes before ex- 
tractlug the secundines in this eaae I was aent for in* 
great baste to aid and ui^.sist Mrs. W , who gave 
birth to a pair of twins. I left the mother and 
babes comfortable at half past four a. m. Ilere 
were Ave deliveries inside of nine 'hours.'* Next! 

The defendant in a recent breach of promise case 

in Mercer county, Ohio, based Jii^ Ht *^euce on the 
fact of the development of a flbruus polypous tumor 
in the tttenis of iris betrothed. Tliis would seem to 
be a valid excuse for a man's not nianyinu a woman, 
but the plaintiH claimed that the gro^'th was pro- 
duced by and resulted from tlie protracted court- 
ship, can-lni: her to 1)rood upon \\w pro.spi'ots of 
entry into married life. It was proved by experts 
that prolonged courtship is harmful, superludncing 
I iiditiou of ci'ethism, and the jury awarvkil the 
phiiutiff a verdict of $3,000 as a balm for her 
wounded feelings and polypoid uterus. 

Dr. 8. Cowan, Harriston, Ontario, writes: Fully 

approving of your mild censure of gratuitous medi- 
cal eervlecs in iho Aci: for Septc'mbci i-'ith, in your 
article on Free Aludital Services and Medical Col- 
leges." I would like if you or some of your ablest 
contributors would fumiMh your readers with a full 
description or account of the resemblances and dif- 
ferences between gratuitous medical services as 
f!:ivrn at medirnl coUcu:***' or fNt'wherp, and the 
gratuitous medical services given in cunneclion with 
cor and your boards of health. To most ordlnaiy 
mivuN. T think the result is a distinction witlu>ttt a 
diiltrcuce. 

Any competent general practioner who. for per- 
sonal or family reasons, ought to remove from an 
tinfavorat)l(: locality to one very mucli sought by 
throat and lung patients, and with great benefit, 
elevssiioB fifteen hondred feet, and absolutely free 



I from malaria, can hear of a very desirable oppor- 
tunity to purchase an estalili shed prait ice located as 
I above, by addressing W. B. Nichols, druggist, lilsaex 
\ Junction, Vermont. The present occnpaQt is, for 
domestic and business reasona, contemplating fs- 
moving to the Pacific coast. 

[ The uselessness of the thermometer in domestic 
I practice is illustrated In the following: Said an 
Austin mother to the colored nurse, "I don't believe 
you have- the water of the right tt-mpcrature. You 
! must get u tliermometer." "What am dat?" "It is 
I an instrument by which you can tell whether the 
wat«r is too hot or too cold." "T kin tell widout dc 
I iostrooment. Ef de chile turn blu", den de water 
I am too ooM; and ef it done torn red, den de water 
I am too imt** 

A writer in the Midland Medical Monthly lays 
. down the following lucid guide to the treatment of 

nervous headaclie: "Keep your weatiier vs* open. 
! and when the storm rone 1? raised put your helm 
I hard a-port, to correct the 'unstable equilibrium,' 
I and unload your safety valve, to relieve the *1gnid- 

ually accumulating tension" and prevent 'disrup- 
. tive and uocotirdinated action.' " Iteduced to the 
I vernacular of the land-tnbber these instructions aie, 
! to alter Uk- patient's hal'IUs of lift- as miich as pOS- 
I sihle, and take care of hii? diet and excretions. 

The officers of the New York State Medical So- 
ciety are makiug strenuous efforts to ensure a scien- 

tifie success of the next meeting of that Imdy It is 
' suspected that these guileless gentlemen hope, by 
making this meeting purely scientiHc, to foreslan 
any action on the question of medical ethics. Here- 
in they show their verdancy. Who will care for 
s^cieuce and such trivial matters as the best means of 
alleviating disease, when the vital question of con- 
sulting witli H homeropath comes to be discussed? 

I A Frcncli docJor who ha" jri^t died at the age of 
107. letl llie seciet of bis longevity in a sealed en 
velope, which was to be opened after bis death. Tin 
prescription 1?^ a? follows: "Let the head of the bed 
be placed to the north, the foot to the south, and the 
electric current, which is stronger during the nif^t 
In direction of (he north, will work wonder^ on the 
constitution, insture healthful rest, stiengthen the 
nervous system, and prolong one's days." 

I Burgeon-General Charles H. Crane, U. B. A., died 

at Washington, netober 10 nf hfpniorrhage of the 
I threat. Dr. Crane was born in iUiode island io 
I 1826. and was appointed to the Medical Department 
of the Army in 1H4H. lie attained the rank of Sur- 
geon in 1691, and was promoted to the position of 
I Assistant Burgeon-Oeneral in 1866. In August, 
1^"^?. his appointment as Suigeon-Genetai was oon- 
firmed by the Senate. 
I The November number of the North American 
\ lleview will contain a contribution from Dr. Norvia 
! Green, president of the Western Union company, in 
1 opposition to the proposed government manRgemeni 
I of the telegraph ; also, an article on John Brown, by 
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the Rev. iJavid N. Utter, which is calculated to 
■erioosly affect the popular estimate of the hero of 

Ossawatomie. 

The I-:\r!itnic Boonjcriine ^rcs it as its opinion 
that if the viiat quaatily of genius now employed in 
the lnTealion of naiueating patent medicines In 
America, could be coocciilrated in the mnrmfacture 
of papier-mache bowela for the millions of credulous 
dupes, tlia praspecta of the country would Increase 
vary msterially. 

The- liiJden terrors of the vacniia arc bciiitr one by 
one revealed. Now comes Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas, 
wbo declares tbe oontaglonsness of uterine cuio», 
and the possibility of its tioing < oniniuniciitrd to the 
maleoripaD through sexual commerce. Husbands 
in wboM wives uterine cancer has been detected 
should, theiefofe, be waned of theirdaoiger. 

M. Victor Saint Paul has placed 5,000 at the dis- 
posal of the Paris Academy of MeJiclne as a prize 
to any person, whatever bis vocation or nationality, 
whi> may succeed in discovering an inlalHble cure 
for diphtlieria. This amount placed at compound 
interest will have reached colossal proportions when 
' its rightful ddmant flies hJ« proofs. 

Sajs Jobling, in Martin Chuzzlewit: "We know 

a f« w serrels of natiirf In our profesision. nf course 
we do. \Sii study for Ibal; we pass tbc iiaii aud 
the College for that ; and we tdn our station In 
aocietj^thatw" 



New iJooks. 

The following new books have been issued, and 
will reoetve fuller notice in subsequent numbers of 
thij Journal: 

Pnbliahed by Wm. Wood it Co.. 60 and 58 Lafa- 
yette Place. New York, nnd for sale by John Nac- 
Farkne. Detn^ Midi. 

A Text-B<x>k or (Ienbrai. FATmn^ooicAL Anatoiy axd 
Pathooenksi?. By Ernest ZieRler. Professor of riitli.ilojd- 
cat Aoatomy in tl"' Umv.Tsiiy uf TuhinifeD. TranshittNi autl 
edited for En(tli-.li stu.l.nts h> l>yuald McAllmter. M.A.,M.B., 
Member of tb<' Koyul f iHejfe of Piiys-li-iuiis; FdlOW aod 
Uodical Lecturer of Ht. Jubu'« CoU^^, Cambridge. 

Trc Trutmwt op WooHDa— Its PRixcinjM a»0 Pbao- 

TiCE. (.iKKKRAL A.NU Spcciai.. By I^wIr S. Tilcher, A M .M.D., 
Momlwr of the N«?w York Surgical Society. With one hund- 
n-'i and Kixttwn wood eiiKritvlnfs. 

The Blai>icAi. SxvtJEXTV MASi'At. or Chkhistbv. By R. A. 
WittbaiH. A. M , M. C. I'rofejwor of ChemlBtry aod Toxi- 
eolosT la the Uaivenicr of Vermoot; Profeiaor ot FIvaio- 
loiflcal Cbetnlittrf la thv Toiveratt^ of the Cfty of NewYork; 

CTn^mi^f to ftif f.'if r of !?ufrn!o. »>}i' 

i'VPi:!* ur i.SHAMTV, AX iLLfaTRATKD (H lDK IN THE i'liVtit- 

CAL UtAONosis OF Mental Diseasr. By Allan Mclj»n»- Httiii- 
ilian. M. !>.. one of th<- consulting pbjraidana to %hv Insane 
A^ylumH of New York City, and Cbe HudaoB BJver State 
HuspHal for Insane, etc. 

Published aud for sale by Bcrmiogbam & Co., 
12*W and 1262 Kroadwiiy, New York 
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The Death ofMInheaii. 

BT JOHR H. TB8KT, K. D., BKOOSLTJli, B. T. 

During the last six months of his life he plunged 

into the most uiibriined exrps"* nf intrii^'ttc. ani ?t>n- 
aual indulgence. At lliib period, when beyond all 
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oXtxm, hit body required rest, sod bU mfnd de> 
mnndcd additioDal strengtb. he launched into a 
round of licentious amours so extended, so inces- 
Mnt, that it became wondrous tlut bis body and 
mind did not fail entirely. 

In a loose capital like Puns ttic shnmc of a prim- ' 
inal intercourse would be absorbed in tlic glory of , 
that intercourse beiog wl(h the mighty orator; j 
wherfore did ull manticr of women, maidens, wives 
and widows expose tbeir blaodisbmeats to bim. 

B» was the most iooKUnately and whotosalely in* 
oontlncnt of all bis colcmpnrarics. | 

Mirabcau about two years previously had quarreled I 
wlthhfophyBielan.tb«cetebi«tedDr.Baign«raa, He | 
now gave h'.mHelf over to the e\c!nslvc cfirc of a , 
young literary surgeon, M. Cabanis, more noted as j 
a achotar than a Mmod practitioner. NotwUhstand* ] 
ing the earnest remonstmncc of friends, Mirabeaa 
clung confidingly to bis medical adviser. 

"I fonnd him," nays Cahania, "breathing with 
great difDi uliy, ilie face swollen from stoppage of 
blood in the lungs, the pulse intermittent and oon- | 
vnbiTe, extremities cold, and himself making vain 
efforta to repress the cries bis agony drew from him." 
The next day ho revived, and bis sanguine physician 
deemed him out of danger, to which Hirabeau re- 
plied, "It la ytxf awMt to oura one's life unto a 
friend." 

When the news thai Mirabeau was living ^^a.s cir 
culatcd over Paris, one young man put into the ; 
hands of Cnbauisthis note: "I have read in the pub- 
lic papers that transfusion of blood has been per- 
fonMd In England OTBf) with tnooMB In severe ill- 
jUBM't if to save M. do Mirabeau the doctors think 
the plan useful. 1 offer some of my blood; I offer it . 
from the heart itself, the on» and the other are pare." I 

He again grew worse; his physicinn 'ir-' d a con | 
sulfation. Mirabeau would not coudeut. He re- 
plied, "No, I will see no one; you haw had all the 
trouble; if I return to life you will have all the 
merit, and I wish you alone to have all the glory." 
After a night of severe suffering, "the doctors, the 
doctors," hf crifd. "Were not you (to Cabanis) 
my doctor and friend? Have not yon ptomked that 
ItfiouldhesparedfhaavgtUsbof a deathlike thlst 
Do you wish me to die regnttlng bavlag given you 
my confldenoe?" 

Mirabeau believed that he was poisoned, a bdfef ; 
shared by many of his friends. 

To Dumont he said at jv^rtinir: "If I believed In 
slow poisoning, I should uoi doubt that I was poison- 
ed; I fed m^f decaying; I feel myself oonsnmed 
by a slow Are." 

It is interesting to note that Mirabeau suffered 
from frequent and severe attacks of ophthalmia, 
which seems to support the assumption that exces- 
sive sexual intercourse is injurioiiH to the eye'?. 

it appears that Mirabeau's prmcipal cause of suf- 
fsring. on which he based the belief of his being 
pf)!soned. was severe attacks of gastric pain, of an 
intense burning nature, coming on directly after 
, meals, sometimes accompanied by vomiting; These 



attacks wen more apt to follow meals tsiken away 

from home, which naturally lent support to the 
theory of poisoning, but in all probability can be 
explained by the fact of his exercising less care in 
theselection of his diet when dining out It is well 
known that the effects of food in producing pain is 
gastric ulcer dillcr widely. 

On Sunday, April 3, 1701. the body waa opened is 
the presence of 44 phy^i'^ians and surgeons, a num- 
ber of magistrates, and a deputy of 7 seat by thb 
people. The published result of the post mortem 
was that Mirabeau bad not been poisoned, bat tba 
private opinion of many of the physicians was 
strongly In support of the opposlle ooaduston. 

M. Rondel r\nd Rnron Barbier were two pupils of 
Professor Que, and the former of the twain, on ex- 
aminatioa of the stomach, found many eradons 
(holes euten into it by tiiliienil poisons), nnd havina 
pointed them out to the latter, they both exclaimed 
that he had been poisoned. Bat their master. One. 
immediately drew them aside, and silenced tliem 
with these words: "Ue was not poisoned; be cannot 
be poisoned; understand that, imprudents. Would 
you have them devour (ho king, the queen, the 
assembly, and all of us?" Tbe inquiring students 
were thus put down; but Barbier, whether he dis- 
dosed his sentiment* or not, determined to satisfy 
himself: be took up a portion of the stomach, and 
found ii corroded and jKirforatcd, evidently by & 
poi^^onous substanoe. He was about to demoosims 
that fact, when he was called su-iide for a moment 
Ou returning, the affected part bad vanished beyoQ^i 
recovery. 

Barbier rose to be purgcon-in Chief to tbo Val-df 
Grace, and was for many years one of the most 
odebrated practitioners in Fads, and still mdn> 
tnined the same opinion. 

Surely no argument is neoessafy to convince the 
most dmplica] that Hlrabsau died from fsslrls 
ulcer, detected but unrecognized ; henoe the thSO^ 
of poisoning must fall to the ground.* 



LectBTM on Clinical Svifvry at St. Mary's 
Hotpltol. Oct 10^ 18SI. 

BT THBODOSB A. IC'OBAW. U. Dif 

QERTiAMm: The drat case wUdi pToaeatB lo>d^r 
is one of 

Bermeid O0t tif ih» Ternqn*. This young msa 

has a curious afTcction of the t sn-in' Eve 
since he can remember be has bad a lump on it, 
whldi for many years was painless, bat which, 
three or four years ago, became inflamed and sup 
purated. It was lanced on the dorsum by a sur- 
geon, and ever since has caused him great annoyaaos 
by becomimg perhMneally tbe seat of a painful and 
disgusUng suppuration. It diachaigsd last about s 



•Gastric uU-i r ivM not known to the general prufi-asIoQ 
Ull «)escri)>ed by Cruvdlhlcr ia X'a^i:, ouU uior« eUi>uml«ly a 
few years later by Brinton. 

trrofwsor of Principies and PracUoe of Sorgatr and 
GUaJcal Snissinr, Detroit lladtoal Oallege. 
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aontb ago, and ia now acnroeiljr BotfeMbte. ^ you 

gTHAp the tongue, howoTer, about an inch back of 
the tip, you will feel an induration quite plainly, 
and will be able to aqueexe out a drop of piu. In 
all probability, tUa la ona of tho«e cysts supposed 
to arise from acme Hlinormality of fcetal develop- 
ment, which wo call dermoid. These cysls are 
found near the middle line of the body, in tbe orbit, 
face and ncclc, and also in the ovaries and tp<^t('<4. 
They are lined with a skin-like membrane, on wiiii-li 
grow Ana )iaiiB» and when they occur in the ovaries 
or tratcs may contain teeth or bone. The accepted 
theory in regard to those found near tlie middle line 
of the body, la tbat they apring from germs, depos- 
ited by the infolding of the external blastodermic 
layers, as tbe lamiose coalesce to form the various 
cavltlaa of the faee aaMl body. Thaaa detached and 
aberrant germs, lodged in tissues to which they do 
not properly belong, develop in later life into cysts, 
which abow thehr place of origin by tbehr peculiari- 
ties of structure. In the case before tia I shall linrdly 
expect to flod much of the original Ussue, as the 
freqtiLTU suppurations have probiiMy altered It be> 
yond recognition. As regards tbe opcrution for its 
removal, 1 may s^ that operatious may be as readily 
performed on tlie toagae as on any other part of the 
body. By inserting a tenaculum or toothed forceps 
Into the organ, it may be drawn far out of the 
mouth and made quite accessible to the surgeon. 
You nee how easily I make tbe incision on the under 
surface of tbe tongiie and detach the cyst, and bow 
lillie hemorrhage follows the cut. The wouud i^j 
SOW drawn together with deep sutures, and we wil] 
now examine this small cyst which ha.^ made so 
much trouble. 1 am surprised to lind that, notwilh- 
•tanding the many infiammations to whii li it }ia» 
been sulijcctod, the cyst is still perfect, sliowing the 
lining integument, from which sprout numerous 
bain. 

Case 2. — Enchondmma of (he Upper J>nr. — This 
young man has also a tumor, to whicli he ascribes a 
growth of fourtera or flfteen yeaia. A large banch 
proji Ltd under tbe left eye. which disfigures his 
face, and if you will look into the mouth you will 
fee that the left side of the roof of tbe mouth Is 
dcprvi^.if'd. The tumor h exeeedhiLdy hard, and is 
either of bony or cartilaginous charitctcr. As eu- 
chonchomata are much more commoa tn the upper 
Jaw, I assume that it is a tumor of that'nature Now 
aa regards tbe seat of the tumor, you will remember 
what I told you last Sotarday, when operating upon 
the largo cyst of the upper jaw. In titat case an 
enormous cyet had distended the upper jaw later- 
ally and IjcIow, but did not c'lovato the eye nor pro- 
ject Into the nose. I told you then that it could not 
be a cyst of the antrum, because if arising there it 
would have distended the antrum equally in all 
directiona, whereas it grew only Irto the cheek and 
roof of the mouth, and wo cuncluded, Uicrefore, 
that it had origiualcd in the wall of the Jaw, and 
probably in an alveolar cavity. The aame la true, to 
a IcMer degree, of solid tumors. They, too. prow 
in the direction of tho least resistance, and if spring- 



I Ing wlOUn the antrum, Aatend ft In all dlfeotlona. 

Now this tumor lH.'fore us bulg^ out under the eye 
and projects Into tho mouth, but neither closes the 
noBtrili of that side nor lifts up the eye. Faaalog 
ray finger into the posterior nares, I can feel indis- 
tinctly an obstruction, which probably arises from 
some enlargement of tbe turbinated bones. My 
diagnosis is an enchondrona of the outer and 
lower walls of the antrum. Now as regards treatment, 
we havu here au opiMirtuniiy tu make a brilliant 
operation, but we must app^ tlieoBly rule which a 
conscientious snrjjeon ought even to rt'<»ard, and de- 
termine the line of treatment by a.«king ourticlvca 
wliat we woald have done to our owo persona In a 
like .•^t'tiiitinn. An operation here means the ro- 
movul of the whole outer wall of the jaw and prob- 
ably of the orbital plate and pafaite prooeea. The 
j C3'e. deprived of its support might droop and suffer 
I a disturbance in its nutrition. The resulting de- 
formity woald be even greater than that which now 
I afHicls him, and In addition to Ibis, the removal of 
1 tbe palate process might seriously inconvenience 
and dlstieas him by leaving a passage open from the 
mouth into the nose. If the tumor were growing 
I rapidly, tbe operation might become a necessity, but 
I the patient reports that Its growth has apparently 
I ceased. We will therefore keep him under observa- 
tion but for tbe present abstain from active inter- 
ference. 

Case 2.— Cleft Palate.— This girl has a cleft bard 
and soft palate. You will remember that I operated 
. upon her sister last iSaturday to cure a similar de- 
fect, and she reports that a brother also is afflicted 
I in a similar manner. In this cute the cleft extends 
I through about half of the hard and all of the soft 
I palate. I shall operate after Langen beck's method 
wbicli con'sists in parin«^ the edj,'cs of the cleft, and 
dtseeetiog off the mucous membrane and periosteum 
from each ride of the roof of the mouth through 
i lateral incision made along the junction of the 
i alveolar with the palate pcucessos. Now as tbe 
walls of a defl palate Invariabty rise at a ateeper ln> 
I cline than tbat of the normal roof of tin* mouth the 
j detachment of such flaps, still retaining their 
I anterior and posterior connections, will resatt la 
their drop|)ini; togelher at a lower levid s<i that th© 
opposing edges may l>u made to unite with exceed- 
ingly little lateral displacement. Tbe growth of 
bone from the periosteum mak'^^ a hard wall, which 
answers all the purposes of a bard palate. The 
closure of the soft palate unlockUy doea not result 
in so perfect a cure of the defect, for the soft palate 
is usually defective in siie as well as un-umtcd, and 
when it is made to grow together in the middle line, 
the resulting tissue is apt to remain atlff. unyielding 
and insufflcient In some caw!*, the ppooch after a 
successful opcraliuu is miicU improved, but in the 
most, there is but little difference. It is not only 
that the new palate is too rigid but also b^cKo^e the 
patient has not been accustomed to use it to lutlucnco 
the pronunciation of words and can no moroaoquiro 
, the facility of speech than one of us could learn to 
talk FolLsh. tixii operation to bo successful to its 
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Mtert degree In that reepeet ahmdd 1» perf onned 

in early childhood. 

- Now I Bhall give this patieat olilorof<Mrm although 
opemttng on achloiofo?med patient 1« very difltenlt. 

But the oi>eration is otherwise so horriMy pniuful 
thai I t»refer to take the time and truniiie which an 
•DMtbetie demaa^ The patient being uaconadoiu 
this gag is placed in her mouth aud I cut with a 
■harp btstome a narrow strip of membrane the 
apex of the cleft to the uvula on each ride. This 
being done I cut a gash to the hone jut above the 
teelli oil each side of the cleft and proceed to dig 
away the covehngB of the bone. Now I introduce 
flilTer wires with the needle which I f^liow you, and 
t!c the f'dgt^ to^jpthcr. The operation has taken an 
hour and the interruptions from the awakening of 
the patient and her oooaequent etniggles have been 
tneeitent and exceedingly diaagraeaUe. 



Jetiuiritj— Its Use in the Treatment of Phljc- 
ttnnlnr Keratitis, Ptilyetenvlnr Ot^jnne- 
tlTitb. ricers of tho ('omen, nad 
ttrnauiar Lids. 

BY EUGENE SMITH, M. D.* 

Since writing the article on jequirity, which ap- 
peared in the Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, Sept . 22, 1 88: }. ( ■ X I mt t8 of which were published 
in the last i^suc of the Aui", I have heen experiment- 
ing with the ilrug iu cases of phlyctenular trouble, 
and ulcers of the cornea; 8cases of phlyctenular con- 
jonctivilis. Typical cases got well in from three to 
six ilaya, with one application a day of a solution 
containing two decorticated eeeda to the ounce of 
water, and allowed to macerate for 21 hour? hefore 
me. The solution wa« not filtered, and a fresh so- 
tntlon wae made erery eight day*. 

In one old case of obstinate herpetic disease of the 
cornea and conjunctiva with pannus, but without 
oo^xistli^ trachoma, two appHeattoni of a 8-per- 
cent, solution, 24 hours apart, produced the charac- 
teristic Jequlritic inflanunation, and cured the dis- 
easo/ The case was a dispensary patient, whose 
surroundings were very poor, and for whom all 
forms of treatment for several months previous had 
proved ineffectual. 

A case of vascular ulceration of the cornea in a 
girl 11 years old, whose eye hiul been the seat of 
phlyctcnul:ir trouble since Ituil February, and who 
has been consttiutiy under the tnatment of the 
family physician all this time, was cured in two 
weeks with the application of the suluiiuu, two seeds 
to the ounce, once a day. The ulcer occupied 
nearly the entire upper and outer quadrant of the 
cornea, and bad existed several weeks. The affected 
portiop of tlie oomea appeared staphylomatous, 
giving to the cornea a somewhat conical shape when 
seen in profile. It was a very severe case, and 
showed no inoUoatloa to improve after several days' 
use of atropla and the pressure bandage. It wasap- 

•Brafeinr «f Oplitlialinotocr and Ocotagr In Dstniit 
MSdlsal Oolleie^ 



parentis a suitable case for irideotouky or Samfanh't 

operiiiion, but before resorlinK to operative proced- 
ure I concluded to try the Jequirity. So great a 
change followed ttsflnt application, I contlnoed Its- 
use, and was pleased to see the severer symptoms 
I disappear in throe days, two weeks saflBcing to cure 
' the case, with but a slight (comparatively speaking) 
opacity being left. TwenQr-foar homa after the lint 
application the congestion of the cnrnpa and con- 
I junctiva bad veiy sensibly diminished, the color 
I dianglng fkmn a scarlet to a pale rose color. The 
^ame ptrenpth was used a» in the cases of phlj ctenu- 
' lar disease. In none of these cases was there any 
\ marked Incre a s e of the conjunctival aeerstfaip. or any 
indiri'tf n of the jequiritic inflammatory ehaiao- 
terisiic« as seen in the stronger solutions. 

Two cases of diffuse thtdteidng of the eonjnne- 
tiva with thin pannus, a condition so fn r;i,eatly 
. seen as a sequela of trachoma, have been under 
treatment about ten days with the weak solution, 
and both are improvim? wonderfully. 

That others have failed iu its use, I can very 
readily understand. Fear would deter many ftmu 
using the stronger solution ;i sufficient length of 
I time, as may be inferred from the following notes 
' from my case-book of a case of trachoma with pan* 
, nus, in which it (the 3 pcr cent. solution) was used 
j for three ilaysi, three times a day. After the fourth 
I application to thti conjunctiva and lids, there was 
' such intense ccdcma of the lids, particularly tlie up- 
per, that it was impossible to evert the lids or open 
widely the eye. The cornea and entire conjunctival 
sac were eovmd with a croupal-like membrane. 
1 During next 48 hours jequirity f^ame 5'olulion) was 
applied five times. There was a most 
intense erysipelatou8>like odema of the upper 
I lid, which hunii down over the under 
' lid and looked like a phlegmon. Conjunctiva was 
I ciSmoaed awl whole eye covered with a thick diph- 
theritic membrane; the cornea seemed covered with s 
! slough contAining extravasated blood and looked not 
unlite a complete staphyloma of Iris conseeotiTe to 
a purulent ophthalmia of a virulent type with necro- 
sis of the comea» the iris seetningly covered with a 
false membrane of a wine color. No more medidne 
was used. There were great headache, nausea, 
febrile movement and pain, but no distinctly puru- 
lent discharge. Forty eight hoars later the swelling 
and redness of lids were nearly gone, as was also 
most of the diphtheritic membrane. The foHowing 
day cornea was seen to be quite hazy with an ex- 
travasation of blood in the lower portion. There 
was also quite an extensive extravasation of blood 
in the lower half of tho ocular conjunctiva. There 
had been conddarable contraction of the superior 
rectus. Improvement continued without further 
medication and patient went home four weeks after 
fliat application seeing pretty w^. No signs of the 
trachoma. This pn^ir tu called to see me October 
9th, about seven weeks after first application of 
jequirity and was pronounced welL 

It ia quite intcrcpfin?; after the above experience 
to read in the liecueil D Ophtb^mologie for August, 
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1888, (whfeb btt jiut reached me) an article entitled: | 

"Dii .Tequirity et de son Insucces dans le traitf-ment , 
des OraaulatioDs" Par le Docteiun Parizatti et Qale- 
lowski, tbat 'tbere la no traUt In the •Oi«allfld cam- 
tivc means of jequirity; and more, .the Infusion of 
jequirity ia far from having the harmless effects at- 
tribnted to it, because some comeie are lost after 
being submitted to these ezperimentR;" and further 
on "once the Inflammation sliall hnve rompleU'ly 
disapppartil and the jequiritic iDflltration be ab- 
sorbed, we shall flad Uie moitiid granular elements 
in thi'ir primitive state, without Iiaving undergone 
the least modification." After reporting a case of 
failnra Um paper coododes by Mylng: "As for w, 
■we think with M. Oslo, of Madrid, that the method 
itself is not exempt from danger, because if in cer- 
tain cana ft aggraTatei the oondltfon of the eonwa ' 
and even fftUHfs it.s destruction, in other cases, more 
benign, it entrains most violent febrile phenomena, ! 
whtcb, with cltildren at least, is not entirely without I 
dangiT.'* 

That some patients are more susceptible to its i 
effects than others Is dready an estaldlihed fact, and 

tliiit idiosyncni.oc.'^ may ittflue&ce ilB effleds may be 
taken for granted. 

It liardly seems T>ossibIe that any one can expect 
all cases to be cured liy Jequirity, but that it will 
prove of inestimable value in ophthalmic |imctice I I 
do not doubt. Its remarkable succe.«k> iu the cases I i 
faara spokan of above has placed it in tha front rank 
of my armameatarittm, ! 

819 Fort street west 



Cftneer of tli« SioniMk. 

BT aAXintl. BBLI^ M, ]»., VOBT BOPB, ttlCB. 

C(m \. Was called, August 12, to see Mrs. C, let. 
22 year?, married 4 years; one child. Found patient i 
very weak, almost pulseless, from metrorrhagia. .1 
Bh« had been regular previously, but was now in an 
aniemic cnnditinn find complained of anorexia and 
frequent attacks of vomiting. Physical examina- 
tion revealed cardiac lerions In right ventricte. 
Heart's action was very feeble and cxccssivply rapid. 
Upon closer examination, dilatation of the walls of 
hMTt was diagnosed. Prescribed digitalis, with 
spirits ammonia aroni , and ordered Seidlitz pow- . 
der. The drugs were followed by marked benefit to 
patient; the vomiting ceased, appetite Improved and 
heart became stronger and its action more rciiiilar. 
About eight days after my first visit I was called 
again, in a great hurry, the messenger stating that 
Mrs. C. was dying. At this timu I found all licr 
former symptoms aggravated. Ueart's action very 
weak and having only one sound; excessive vomi^ 
Ing of bilious miiU»'r; some pain in region of stom- 
ach, particularly when vomiting. Menorrhagia had 
ceased. No febrile symptoms. The exact cause of 
persistent vomiting of bile was not apparent to me. 
Called counsel. Imt withont any more light. Pre- 
scribed C. C piU and counter- irritatiou over stom- 
adi, -with vary lUtIa benaflt. In^mfn, pquln, hto* 



rauth, enemata. and all the standard remedies withfai 

reach, were tried for several weeks without any 
benefit, i»tient growing weaker, losing fle&h, and 
havlni? occasional muscular spasms, which would 
last for upwards of an hour, notwithstanding^ all 
remedies employed- for amelioration. This treat- 
ment was pursued with some variations, keeping up 
nutrition as well as possible, until September<d6, 
when death ensued. Ulceration of stomach wa«< 
suspected, as wa«i uIao cancer, vomiting of blood 
having been present on two or three occasions. No 
distintt tnmor rnuld, however, be felt in region of 
stomach until a few days before death. A ^xt^ invi - 
tern was conduced by Dr. R. C. OgUvie, of this 
place, and inyjelf. in the presenre of a witness. Wn 
found a large cancer, of the colloid or cncephaloid 
form, haglnning underneath the pyloric end of 
stomach and extending across the abdomen, nttarhrd 
to the deeper coats of the duodenum, ascending and 
transvcTM colon, with Jnflltration of submucous 
ti.ssuo and peritoneum. The form and situation 
prevented detection by physical exploration at an 
earlier date. , Examination of heart devel9ped exoes- 
sire dilatation of right ventricle, which accounted, 
for the abnprmal action In fore death. 

The above case is. probably, not without frequent 
parallel in the practice of medii ine. am! it ia with 
the hope of shedding a little light, even though it 
be \fA a faint gleam, on tha diagnosis, tbat I have 
reported this. 

2. Mr. W., fft. 40 years, a hard- 
working, industrious Qorman. consulted me, 
April 31. 1881, for atomaehlo dliBealty. 

Upon close examination, tha ^jrmptmtta re- 
vealed were those similar to an ordinary severe 
case of dyspepsia. Appropriate treatment was at 
once prescribed ; the .secretions of the llvsr COrrectad, 
bowels regulated, and stomach, with our mnal reni- 
edies, in different forms and in dilTereul ways. 
Patient seemed to improve very materially for sev- 
eral months, visiting me weekly. During August of 
the same year the symptoms all returned with greater 
severity, patleat complaining at this date of "soma* 
thing alive in his stomach." and was vcrv reticent 
about believing anything to the contrary. Suitable 
treatment was again prescribed, but with no appre- 
ciable l>enefit. Pain in region of >t<iniach increased; 
eructations of gas, but no vomiting, llowela be- 
came very much constipated, taking an abnormal 
amount of cathartic to have any clTeet, Dismissed 
the case as one beyond my skill, telling him that I 
suspected a cancerous growth in or near stomach. 
Was called again to see him in January, 1SS3. At 
this date he was very aniemic; had frequent attacks 
of vomiting, and all the former symptoms aggra- 
vated; pulsalioaaof aorta could be distinctly felt, 
and upon very close inspection X detected a hard 
subi-tance near stomach. 

Prescribed anodynes, nutriments, etc. Patient 
finally died from inanition. P'^d tmrkm rcvaled a 
large cancer of the scirrhous or colloid variety. 
Lnngt preeeaied a peieidlar molded ^pemice; 
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Umr had 1*1^0 dcposita; the rumHiader of tbeoigHit 

wore com par Ati vol} lu^althy. The cancer com- 
pletely euiToundt<l lliu pyloric orifice, clo8iD£ en- 
tinly the pyloric aperture. The atx>ve develop- 
ments, revealed by tlu' kuifo Bftur dcatli, had the 
desired effect of remuving all duublii ad regards 
the cause of death, awl glrinx MUsfaetovy es> 
pUuuttooB wiUi leferenoe to mtto tnaHm qrmptonM. 



PolHonin? by Camphor. 

BY T. n. CCIIRIB, SI I) . J.KUANO.N. S. H. 

In tbelaat issue of the Age I noticed the report of 
a eaae of camphor potsoidng that brought to mind a 
case T wnp ( filled to treat nearly thirty years ago. 
The patient was brought to my office in a carriage 
by two tneik who were obllfrnd to restraio ber by 

forci", n** Fhr w;is luivinf^ rpn'^m'^. When wc tOOk 
her out of the vehicle she wu« aa rigid as if frozen. 
Beroaf ter I will quote verbatim frrai my reeords: 

Xi.v 2, 185;5, Col. P. V:a wife with Intent to put 
an cud to her cxititcnoc, took seven ounces of alcohol 
witb seven dnuihme of gum eampbor dlasolved tn it. 
(There was eight ourucs of iil< oliol and ntio ounce r)f 
camphor in all, aod but one ounce of alcohol and 
camplior left was in tbe botUe.) I law her in about 
half an hour after slu- took tijc draught. 

i%;/;nfoTO«.— Pulse 25 per minute, respirations 8. 
death like paleness with contractions of most of the 
muadee aboat the lower part of her face, giving the 
countenance a most hogi^ard look. Pupils fully 
dilated. There was deaih-likv culdnetis all over the 
body. Her limbe were extremdy coUL There was 
roiitinnal retching: without vomiting; apparently 
great distress at stomach, continually groaning, etc. 

TVMlMenf.— Gave twenty grains pulv. Ipecac, in 
warm watrr onrr in five minutes, and repeated it 
four times with mustard seed tea and large draughts 
of warm water before Tomiting commenced, tiien 
gave it ns often as necessary to koei) up vomitlutr as 
long as we could smell camphor in tbo evacuations 
which was about 90 or i6 times. Tiien gave 90 drops 
of tincluri- of ojiiuMi (>n( f iti 20 miiiutt-s until the 
distress appeared to be abaled; then ouee in one or 
two hours according the symptoms. Applied warm 
applications and rausLtrd [il aMi rs over the stomach 
and extremities. In alwul twelve hours greater irri- 
tations of tbo slomadi ensued, and vomiting oc- 
curred if more than a tcaspoonful of any kind of 
driuk. Gum water, slippery elm tea, milk and 
water with a little juice of meat were j^iven. After 
a week or two of severe inflammation of the stomach 
she ro' overcd her usual heulth Mrs. P. lived about 
twenty year^ without again ic|>eatiug ber efforts to 
depart 



BT S. A. UKIlta, M. 1>.. BAOINAW CITT. MICK. 

On Janujirv 24, about 1 o'clock r. M., I was 
lia^tily summoned to sec a child taken suddenly 
with couvuisloas. I found a boy 18 months old, 
well developed. In a state of ooma, pulse ovw 100, 



but irregular and not weak, bat rather full. Face 
pale, pupils reacting slowly, body oooL Tiie 
mother told me that the child bad nevar before been 
sick, that the convulsions simulating epitoiMy cams 

•■ on all of a 8Ufi'^('r,nnd that slu? knew of no clue as 
to the cause of ilii HtUick. Further inquiries de- 
veloped the fuct tluit the little boy had played with 
a bottle in which the mother used to keep camphor 
gum. The contents of this had disappeared. As 
nearly as I could estimate aa mwdi aa abirat 15 or 90 
grains h.id been t.-ikcn. 
I at once gave an emetic, which vomited only 

I onoe. The kmdl of camphor in the dladiaige was 
only Very slight, T further gave the little patient a 

. hot bath, stimulants, an other emetic, bat with not 
moch effect. But after a while I had the satlsfae- 

, tion of seeing; the little boy for moments opening bil 
eyes, lireathing more regularly, but dropping back 
soon Into a data of uneoasciouaness. I tef t tbe child 
quieter and modi better after about two hours stay 
with him. Four hours later I was informed that 
he was twtter, more "clear in his brain" as the mes- 
senger put It. Kest morning the child was still 
somewhat somnolent, but much improved. I didn't 

I hear any thmg of him thereafter, but have good 

I reasons to beliave that ha fully recovered. 



A Case of Post Purtnni IIeniorrhn!Tr> Treated 
! with Liqnor Enjota; Hvpodermitally. 

Uy r. D. FikLMEn, M. D., WtiCUAMCVlLLB, K. y. 

October 0. 1888, 1 was called upon toconfloe Mrs. 
M., the mother of two children. Patient gave a 
hiatoty of /os( pa/rUun hemorrhage with her previ- 
ous aooQUohmmiia, and at her last eonflneinent iMarlj 
died, reqolilag the elEbrla of four phyriolana to save 
her. 

There was no trouble in the delivery of either 
babe or placenta. Upon the removal of the placenta, 
however, the blood came in torreut.s. I grusped the 
uterus with my left hand, through the ab- 
dominal walls, and with my right hand I 
injected subcutaneously twenty minims of liquor 
ergotoi purificatus. Twice did I try to re- 
move my hand from the uterus, but upon each 
removal cnme a delude of liiood. All power of 
contraction in the uterus seemed to have been 
lost. I kept ray hand upon tbe ateraa Hntil the 
ergot will !i T hnd given he.i^an to manifest its action, 
which was about twenty minutes after its adminis- 
tration. The vterus then firanly oontracted open 
; ilself in a short time, and I hud no further tn uhlc 
I from hemorrhage. I remained a couple of hours. 
I when I left her. Belon leaving I ord^edsome 
I 2-grain quinine pills, one every iwo honrs, and ten 
droi)s of the ergot every four hours, until I CSllfld 
again, which was in about twelve hours. 

Although tlio umouut of blood lost was quite 
large, Mr,-*. M. rnllied nicely. I called upon her to- 
day and found her sitting up in a chair, dressed, 
feeling quite smart This hypodermic use of this 
preparation of ergot waa extremely satiafaotwy. 
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SUBOICAL DlSBASBS OF THB KlOJDRa.— Al the 

monual meeting of the Britlili Medical AjaodattoD. 

Mr. Clement Lucas opened a discuBsion on "The 
Surgical Diseases of the ELidney, uid tlie Operations 
for Their Relief, " of which the follewing is an abstract 
from the British Medical Journal : He commenced by 
stating thiit the s^reatest advancps in the treatment 
which had taken place of lul€ years were those made 
in the indeflnlte borte-land which separate iiifldi< 
cine from snrffprj'. It was in this barren and dpso 
late tract we oiust look for fresh disicuveritjs. Ovario- 
tomj and the various operations upon tfie intestines 
and stomach he put forward as instances of work 
leoently advaaced in this territory, but he claimed 
at tbe noat nmarkabla Inddrnt of this decade, the 
•udden light which fell upon the profession in its re- 
latioo to renal disease and the rapid growth and 
neognltkm of noal mifgeiy. The eradit of liavlDg 
awaliencd a new interest in renal diseases, and of 
having, by experiment on the lower animals, made 
•uroof bia gromid, was dm to the late Frofewor 
Sitnon of Heidelberg, who In 1?69 KUCceflsfuUy per- 
formed oeplixeoU»ny for the cure of a fistula of the 
ureter foOowliig ovarioUnny. Blnoe then, extirpa- 
tion of the kl(iney has been performetl upwards of 
a hundred times. Tbe operation of nephrotomy has 
been much more frequently uodertaken, and the re- 
moval of a stone from the kidney, which used only 
tn be attempted when a sinus or tumor existed, has 
beuD neveral times successfully performed before tbe 
kidney had suffered any aevece damage. 

In CHHriiv' ii uliinrc over diseases of the kidney to 
determine which luixhl a^iinil of surgical treatmcut, 
It was nece—nry to cxdude at onoe all such diseases 
as attack e'i>!;i'l%' llie two origans: hence, the various 
degeneration.^, inchidcd uuder the name uf Bright's 
disease and hirdaceous disease^ mut ever remain 
outaida the fsovince of lenal augny. On the other 
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band, conditions which disturb the functions of one 
organ only, for the most part adroit of relief by 
operation. 

Painful moving or floating kidney beiufj only a 
mechanical disturbance, admits of relii'f only by 
mechanical means. Simple exploration and replace- 
ment Ihroui^h an incision in the loin woiUd probably 
be found suflicient in the majority of cases for the 
cure of this condition. The adhesion resulting, 
serving to retain the organ in position. Stitching of 
the cupiiule to the parietee, or, it is termed, neph- 
roraphy, is a somewhat lerloas, hut still simplev 
undertaking. In eight cas< s- -n which it ha.s been 
performed, the patients all recovered and were re- 
lieved There might eiill be caees where Inteaie 
suffering was expcrir-nerd and where the other 
means had failed, which would suggest nephrec- 
tomy. Hartbi. of Berlin, bad In six esses lemowd 

floating kidneys through the peritOlieam, aad f OUT 

of these recovered. 
HydronephrosiB, a dilatatt<m of the pelvis and cal- 

ices of the kidney with watery fluid as a result of 
the obstruction below, admitted of aiugical tieat- 
meat when onesided. After detsiling the variooa 

conditions of the ureter, congenilid and acquired, 
which might give rise to tills condition, the author 
suggested these cases should be llrst aspirated, then 
cut down upon and drained through the loin; the 
cyst-wali being stitched to tiie parietes. Finally, 
should the flstiila fall to close, the rumains of the 
kidney might be returned through the loin. 

In women these tumors have often been mistaken 
for ovarian tumors, and had been operated upon as 
such. Being movable, and not forming ndhesiona 
till late, some might advocate ventral neplircctomy 
for theee ciuh-.s before drainage, but such treatmont 
would ent^l more risk than tbe method advocated. 
Abdominal nephmotony lor hjdranephroais will. 
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lloweTer. show better results than oephrectomy 
general I7. 

Large isolated cysts of the kidne}' having no com- 
municalioD with the peivig.were rare. Tbej abould 
be at«pinted, any afUrwardi dnined through the 
loin. 

Hydatids of Ui»; kiilney, ais«) rare, had a tendency 
to dlBchu-ge themadveii throQgh the pelvis. When 
forming' titmnr*, ihcy could ^encnllj be cured by 
aspiration or syphon -tapping. 

PyooepbrMis, which Teeembles iiydmnvphrode 
anatomically, but contains pu.«< Insd^iul of urine or 
watery duid, whea mutateroi falls under rea»l aur- 
gery. The double pyeHfls. with sappuntloo Bnd 
dlKtciisiiin, wliifh l umnioidy resulted from stricture 
aud (id irged prostate, the author said watt inap. 
projiriaK'ly named *'8ai|^c«l kidney." He feuggesied 
the term Retiux Pyelitis as better expressing this 
COnaitiOD. Reflux pyelitis when one-sided was due 
to tome obstruction is the ureter and then often 
gave rise to a large pyo&epliroais. Other causes of 
unilateral pyonephrosis were CHlcuious and Birumous 
pyelitis. After speaking of the d iagnosiB nnd stHt* 
ing thai tiMW tnmon were more adherent, mid gave 
rise to more pain and conutifntionril disturbance 
than hydroDcphrcwis, he s&id that nephrectomy for 
PfOtMphrosis bad been perfonned twenty-dght 
times and of these seventeen recnvfn'd nnd eleven 
died, but it was moet worthy of noiico iliat among 
llMM twenty-eight eawi tlx had pierfoatiy dis- 
charged their contents through a fistula in ll.e 1-4 n 
and aU these recovered. Hence, he argued, it was 
better to dratn a (qrooephrodi before performlnf 
nephrectnniv 

Neoplasms of the kidoey could only be treated by 
Mphrectony. and If thb were performed early, 

there might be a good ('h)inr-e of pK'rmant'ut l>enefit. 
Oeoerally they were too large to be removed except 
through the peritoneum, bat of 5 cases removed 
fhrouafh the loin, 4 recovered. Out of 16 removed 
by ventral incision, 10 died and 0 recovered. 

Caicnhn of the kidney offered an exodlmit Held 
for (*urL,nral iriterferertce, but the difflculty was to 
make sure of the diagnosis. Many cases of supposed 
ealculns would turn out to be strumous kidneys. 
Two caM*8 were related in which tijc kidney was ex- 
plored and even deeply punctured, hul no ill result 
or rise of temperature followed, and the wounds 
healed primarily. Several casei« of tiephro lithotomy 
were recorded iu the Clinical Society's Transactions 
aud two ca«es had been performed successfully at 
Ouy's Hospital during the present year. When the 
kidney 'was much dilated and damaged it would be 
a question whether it might not be l>titter to remove 
it 

After briefly alludinp to injuries tn the kidney, 
wliich. though not includeci under the Utle of the 
paper, might suggest nephreetomy, the anthor pKh 
ceeded tn ^jpr-ak of some dmils in operating. He 
recommended for Ibe lumbar operation a combioa- 
tioa of two indslons which he had employed as giv. 
ir.K ttii most room, via. :— an oblique incision higher 
than the colotomy inciaioii within about iiali an inch 



\ of the last rib and parallel with it. and a vertical 
I indsloD on the outer nargiii of the 4)«iadraius tum- 

' Iwrum, extending from ti e upper edge of tin- l-i -t rib 
I to the iliac crest. For the transperitoneal i>i>eraiioa 
I Langenbudi's indsioo external to the rectus musele 
was to lie preferred fo the medltin incision, as it eo- 
ables the operator better to reach the kidney through 
I the outer layer of meso colon. 

In eonclunion, he urged, that autist-plii' explora- 
tion of the kidney through tiie loin is a simple and 
I not at ail a dangerous operation, which may be 
I undcrtiiken without anxiety in any cfiae where cul 
1 cuius is suspected^ tiiat It is generally wiser to tap 
j and drain fluid tumors of the Itidney before pr oc e ed - 

1 ing to reuiovi' the disea.s<'d oii;nn ; that when ne[)hrec- 

j tomy is decided upon, the exlra-perilooeal operatkm 

4 through the loin should always be chosen for any 
tumor it is possible to withdraw through the limited 

[ space at disposal: finally, if this course be adopted 

I the transperitoneal operation will be reserved for 

I hnye solid tumors, ami. pertiaps, some floating' kid* 

' neji. 



fixnosAL Tjuuts is Sdsvcs.— An article in 
Scteoce, an Ulttstrsted weekly jounat, recently 
established at Cambridge, Mass., discusses the 
peculiarities and points of excellence and inferiority 
of the different nationalities, wbii:h make pretence 

i to distinction in the direction of science. While tho 
article treats of no particular division of science, its 

. remarlis are quite applicable to medicine in its 
adsutMc features as it is cultlTaied in the diffanat 

) countries referred to. There are at present three 
principal currents of scientific work — German, 
BnglMi and French. In no other natkmality haa 
the current attained sufficient volume or individu- 
ality to warrant its classification as other than a 
tributary. The importance of these currents la la 
the order in wliieli they are named, and German in- 
fluence is now prcdomiuani over all the si;ieatific 
world, students from alt eountrlea, excepting Fraaoo 

aloue, now flock to Germany and brini,' back with 
them the German methods, which are in this way 
blended with such as are developed <f4 )i9te in their 
own country, and thus the sway of Germany over 
western thought lieeomes potent and wide spread. 

The distinctive quiUities of the Qerman si^ientiat 
is that he is an investigator. This he is obliged to 
I be. as he wins his piosition in the hierarchy of learn- 
I ing by the original researches which he carries out. 
j This necessity imposed on him, irarries with it the 
additional necessity of a thorough familiarity of all 
that has gone before in the way of additions to the 
general fund of scientific knowledge; la order to 
know vrhax i- new tlip investigator must necessarily 
be familiar with what is old. It follows, tiierefore, 
that the German scientist is, periiaps. more fully 
abreast of the knowledge of tho day Ibau hh confrere 
in any other nation, being fully posted as to the 
status of his department, and oflea displays % 
singularly just and keen upprccialion (.f what 
problems are for the moment best worth studying as 



Digiiiztxi by Google 



THE MSDTCAL \G7:. 



being open for solution aud leadiog to flometbiog 
ftttCher, or eln fliling the gap which to left. It ts 

Bad to tbtok huw much B<-ienlific work is wasteil 
because (be labor is oot wisely dir^ted. In strong 
contrast, however, with lb« German thnr(iiigbne«M)l!) 
his literary style. German sdentiflc writers are 
notoriously vnry awkward and slovenly in their 
literary rompositiou. That ronoiseness. clearoess 
and elegance of expression which obtJttDS in 
Knf;lati(l, for in=!tanrc. unknown in Oermnny. 
where liii L'lisiur plan uf ^reul difTusene^s seems to pre- 
vail. Thf re are, of r ourse. t-elebrated exrer>'ion8 to 
Ibis rule, but tlp'v an- iinliviilnal TIi>' natian re- 
gards 'WaeM as liaviug a decidedly philosophieal 
tendencf . meaalDK <t facility at takhig broad and 
profounfl vicwji nf thp known; but U<« profuu'lity 
is mysticism, its breadth, vagueness. Qermany has 
eontribated very little to tbe generallxattoas of 
Bcienee. 8be has produced nn Linnc, Darwin, 
j^yell. Lavoisier or Descarles, each uf whom be- 
queathed to posterity a new realm of knowledge, 
although sIk- has given to llu' wurM grund results 
by the accumulated achievements of her invesliga- i 
tors. The German, moreover, has a very imperfect 
Pense of humor, and tliis i (»nsiitut»'x another serious ! 
obstacle to his progress. Ue is thus cut off from ' 
the perception of some absurdDty which cannot be | 
explained to him. It were easier to e.vpluin a ; 
abadow to the sun who always sees tbe lighted side. | 
To state the whole epigrammmtically, GenMD | 
science is the prof«»ioitaI Investigation of detail, 
slowly attaining generalisation. 

English ec ienee is the opposite of the German. 
In (kct, the professional investigator has hardly 
been a recnjrnizt'd chunicter in the English social 
orgauizatioa. I'olil recently be was barely ac- 
knoiriedged even by tbe universities, who sought 
instructors who knew and could teach, wlio mitrlit 
investigate aud iiiM:over in a subsidiary, aud, as it i 
w«i«, unofficial way. Tbe English Investigator aa | 
he has e.vi.sleil. iK< n iTi^ponnected from llic uni 
versittes and rollegea, and the writings of tins ciass 
show Hie effeela of this separation by a lack of \ 
thoroughness and- imperfe< t aciintintnnt'e with in- ' 
vestigatioas of others, and a failure to grasp the es- 
sentia] part of the problem. In brief. Ibeir writings 
q>pe:ir hchiiiil Iiaix! ;md ^-uperficial. yt amid these 
poorer productions are to be found a right goodly 
number of scieotifle articles that would do credit to 
any nation. While the English lack in thoroit j-hness 
of investigation tbey are trained wtitvni. Their 
articles excel the Oermana In literary merit, being 
nrely slovenly, cither in arrangcnit nt or style, and 
arc seldom wearisome from sheer diffiiseness. Tbe 
noteworthy characteristic of the Knglish scientist is 
virtually in generalisation. This is with tbe 
Fnglish the outcome of individiuil en«lnwment«, a 
single master attaioiug a broad cuncluxion— u pro- 
eesa of Indlvidaal effort quite unlike the German 
democratic meth(Kl of gcnerulirirj^ iiy ilic :icriimu- 
lations of many. The English aud the '>k oU h amy 
be said to be Greeks of modern philasopby. 

French leleaoe Is decidedly provincial The 



I French have lagged far behind tbe grwit movement 
! of recent yean. Consider only bow backward they 

have been in the comprehension and a<Tepl8n< t- of 
i tbe Darwinian theory, and remember, too, that it 
' were wiser to lake the main spring from a walob, 
than to eliminate evolution from biology. The 
literary part of tbe French scientific writings i» 
excellent. The keen, artistic sense of the nation 
I dtoplays Itself here, but It also dehuU s them into 
presenting .and mount in? n «nrvey of a greater field 
than is demanded liy ihu actual discoveries tbey re- 
port. To satisfy this yearning for artistic complete 
ness, elnbnnitc and tedious di'^qiiisiftons and 
hackneyed principles and facts long known arc in- 
terpohited, and even wonci, may be, when the 
imapination help's tn create the completeness. Most 
scientific men harbor a little distrust of French 
work. ThtosenUment is further fostered by tke 
almo5<t .systematic neglect of Gcrmnn rcwarch on the 
tbe part of the French. The French stay at home. 
They used to travel abroad mudi. and yet there an 
a few .savants in France wlware esteemed throiigh- 
Qut the scientific w<M-kL 

America's contributions to science are by no 
means very extensive, or very often important, that 
is as compared with tbe great volume of German 
production, in which comparison they seem almost 
insigninciint. We have never duly fostered re- 
search, for we have bestowed upon it neither the 
proper time nor office. There are, we suppose, at 
least six thousand "professors" in the United States. 
Are thiife one hutulred and fifty of them active in- 
vestigatorsl The time seems remote when every 
American Professor will be expected to be atao m 
InvpstiiTJitor, or to cniitrihute aught to the common 
fund, but among us is a little band of men wba 
have before them the model of Germisny, and wli» 
an' earnestly working for the intellectual elevation 
uf their country. Tbe first object is necessary to 
render research more important In public estlma- 
tion. and so to smooth the way for a corp-jof profe^- 
siuoai investigators. Every thoughtful person must 
wish auocesa to the attempt. 



PjiorasaioNAti AxKNiTiBa in MicHroAW.'-Our con- 
temporary the editor of the Detroit r>ancet having 
noticed, in bis periscope, an article in the Obstetric 
Gaxettp, which he. doubtless, thought would be of 
especial interest to his Michigan readers, look the 
t lilierty of making a note of it, as follows, for bis 
I October Issue: 

"In Ibe Obatffnc Oazrtf> Dr. U. S. Sutlon. of 
Pittsburg. Pa , corrects certain siateuienlu ntade by 
I Dr. Ilerrick. of Grand Rapids, respecting European 
I gynaecologists. In concluding, he offers to answer 
I ail questions Dr. Herriek may ask him, if he to able. 
He says: 'I was long abroad, and had access lo 
everything, and I do not speak as did a certain 
I Michigan professor of surgery, when be l>egHn hia 
' report of a number of ovariotomies by saying "since 
', my visit to Dr. Keith. ' When 1 U-gaa to read bis 
report. I supposed he had seen Keith operate, but 
when I asked my friend Dr. Keith liow long he haA 
visited bim, he replied, "he did not tee me otMrala, 
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bvt apent ao hour or two Ulkmg in Uie room liere 
wifli me." Now, I murt to ask Dr. Henriek if It 

might not be ti» trood for ficicncc to corrcot these 
e barns in MicliiKan profesfion, aa lo fiud so much 
fiuili with foi^pi miaaoni^ wpeoially kind to 
AmencaiM.* ** 

The nttentloB of Profeaaor Donald Ibeleea of the 
DepHTtmeDt of Medicine and Rur^rory of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, hanug been caUed to this para- 
graph, that gemtlematt drops for tiw nonce hie 
catling, and seizing the proverbially mightier weapon 
he smites Dr. Sutton and oar inokiess contemporarj 
lilp and Uiigb. after the toUowlng spirited and 
italicised manner: 

" As I am the onlj piofewor of surgery in Michi- 
gan who lias ever pamhlied a 'report of a number of 
ovarintoraies,' there can be no doubt that I am the 
in li VI Iiml here referred to. At the same time, I 
(li't v l)r Sutton to find anywhere in anything I hare 
ever writtca, the words which he professeti to quote 
from me, tIz. : ' Since my visit to Dr. Keith.' 

"Tliat Dr. Sutton either accidentally or wiifnllj 
nlaquolea my language, admits of ocular demonetm- 
tion by any one who may feel sufficiently interested 
to glance over the pajXir which he professes to quote 
from. This being the ca-r what posi.^iblc wCwiv ran 
be attached to any testimony which he may chooee 
to give, as to a mere coDvernHon which took place 
monthi or years before? 

*'Dr. Bmton's attack upon my veracity is as 
groundless as it is ill-natured and unprovokeid. 

**/««*/) Dr. Tfi'muu KetUt perfonn owiriotomy. both 
tn hi* prnitt' jir'irtin ,nid in the Royal In firnMrj/, uiid 
I <mUittd him (Uong with Dr. Siddg. I f / not, 
then there it no tuck hum at Dr. Kaith, and Onm 



" In oonctusioo, I aak you, as a matter of simple 
jvstloeb to pnblfsli tUe conunonication in the next 
isaae of your JoimnL lam, etc., 

boNAJLJ) McLe.4N." 

While our contemporary does Professor Maclean 
the justice of publishing both his defenff nnd his 
attack, he also sent Dr. Sutton a copy of the letter, 
which elicited from that gentleman the following 
I dignilied reply: 

! " 119 Pkwm Avninin, \ 

Pmnm. Oct. 18^ 1888. ( 

Dtar Doctor: 

la reply to your letter, I haTe only to say that at 
preeent I have no reply to malce to Profeaeor lIao> 
lean. My statement in the Cincinnati Medical 

Gazette I believe to 1)e true to the letter. HtiT, later. 
I may be able to furnish conclusive proul u( the 
smtemant. BespsctfoUy yours, 

R 3. SUTTOW." 

Hie editor of tiie Lancet, atteriy demoralized by 

the avalaadie of Invective which his unfortunate 
propensity to furnish his readers with items of newi^ 
provoked, meekly peeps from 'neath the overwhsbn* 
ing mMB, and has only ta eat h enoii^ to faintly 

reply: 

"Thu.* it appears that the quoted statement is 
denied by Dr. Maclean and reaffirmed hy its avitlior, 
Dr. R. S. Sutton. From this oKrespondeoce we 
first learned that the atalement referred to Dr. 
Maclean.' 



"Even Dr. R S. SuMon. who boasts so vain- 

elortnusly of having been 'long abroad,' and of hav- 
ing had 'access to everything.' cannot controvert a 
fut which hiiK lu tuully tra!;-i :n d' 

" The bottibiislic egotism ami hi lotifilic pliraseology 
of Dr. Sutton's paper in tiie Dbstetrio (Gazette (from 
wlUdi you liave seen fit to make this dioioe sdec- 
tlon>. merely malm him rldiciiloas» and harm no one 
but himself. 

"This gratuitous insult to me, an unoffending 
fell' w-jT . titioner, amounts to malii i libel, and 
ought, in my opinion, to have determined the exclu- 
sion of hia article from the columns irf n respectable 
nodical joumaL 

"Ttiat you, sir, should have lent your oolnmns to 
the promulgation of such a vile slander, without in 
the first place making, for your oum take, some slight 
effort to airlve at tM /hsCt, passss my comprelien- 
siout 

"Living, aayou do, within one block of me. and 
with tele&me oonnectlon at that,* there could have 
been no difllcalty in tout obtainittf a full etate* 

ment nf •hi- truth from me. 

* r or a man o f your wide reputation. a« a profe*- 
tor of the religion of .lesns Christ, to be so ready 
and willing to ' bear falite witueas against ha neigb- 
1X>r,° must be a sad and humiliating spectode to all 
true Iwlievers and fair-minded people. 

"Had Dr. Sutton included professors of religion 
a£ well 08 of surgery, in the proposition contained in 
that elegantly- worded Hcntenoe with which your 
quot.rttion from his article clo^^es, it would have 
add^ considerably to its force, and done something 
towards offsetting its lUaraty lopsldadness. 



•Dr. Maolcan 



tUtytKm Ana 



iMMmaTT raoK In r a onoro DnBAflna.— Prof. & 

1 Ramsay Wright reviews, translates and condenses 
I from Biolaguicfitt (JentraibiaU for the Canada Lano^ 
two brodiures l>y Budmer as foUows: 

Huchner "iiee?! in tti - recognition of fungi n" the 
cause of certain di^eaiiett, the greatest triumph wliich 
medical science has achieved in our century, but 
finds that the practical therapeutical conseqticnces 
of the theory have been so far only very incomplete- 
ly deduced. The attempts in this dlrscUon bnfn 
hitherto been made in false directions— tiisj either 
strive after protective inoculation, or direct combat, 
ing of the fungi by the emptovment of antiseptics. 
It appears to be impossible to protect against all 
infectious diseases by inoculation i at any rate, it 
would be simply instituting a lesser evU for a great- 
er. The internal use of antiseptics a^n is positively 
hurtful, for the poisonotis action of antiaeptic 
materials ailects the tissues much otrlier and nom 
intenssiy than it does thevnoh more resistent fungi, 
i The very numerous cases of spontaneotis cure of 
I infectious diaeat.es show, however, that there ars 
I ctreumstances under which the progress of a fungous. 
I vegetation to the btxly is rendered iui)v>a8ible. 
Therefore it ought to be eas> enough under favor, 
able chrcumetanocB to prevent the beginning of sudh 
I a vegetation, t, e. , to secure immunity. What means 
I does nature adopt in her struggle, so gienerally suo- 
I cessful, against ttie invasion of funglt AooMdlav 
I to Buchner. inflanidtion ip the weapon of the organ- 
i iam in such cases. The correctness of this view is 
( established by an experiment made in 1877. which, 

i however, he ha.e imt iiince repented A thn-ad. im 

i prognated with deoomposiaig mMt-deooctiou, was 
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dru-v?- through the micldle of a rnbhit's ear. When 
in a lew lioure the place io questiou was inflamed, 
the carotid of die tame dde wm Ugatund. and 
Bome of tlie s^iirnu fliiic! then injected subcutaneously 
into the upper part of the ear. Tbe result of these 
openitioiit WBfl gangrene of the ear: the gangrene, 
how»^V(!r. exltiriMcd only ovi-r that part of the ear 
Auated above the area of inflammation — thejwH 
^b^Umtd proved Itnlf sd impassable barrier to the 
bacteria, so much so that the tissue lying below it 
remained unaffected. The ioflammatioa caused in 
tbe first place by tbe bacteria Is thus a nelf-protectiTe 
naetloii on the part of the organism, and in each 
case the qnt-ntinu will only be, whether the infltim- 
nuuory reaction can luke place in the desired way, 
Of whether the fungous vegetations are so vigorotu 
that they push aside the tissue cells and prohibet the 
incepiiun of the reactioa. 

From this point of Tiew Buehner attempts to 
answer the interesting question how it is thnt im- 
munity from an infectious disease is conferred by a 
pnvloas attack. The theories hitherto proposed lie 
consideni insufflcient; he pictiiret* to himself the 
process as follows: — When pathogenetic fungi get in 
aojway into tlie dreulatioo. they are carried into 
the different capillary plexuses, wliere they remain, 
endeavoring in struggle with the tissue ceils to effect 
a setUement Tbe different kinds of tissues will, 
however, con<lu('i themsehfs dilTerently in relation 
to any particular fungus. Moat fungi will be able 
only to survive the competition in one kind of tissue, 
but will perish io all otlier>;. la this one tissue the 
reactive inflammation will develope itself. This 
leaves behind it a permanent alteration which pre- 
vents a second iavasion of fungi: and as the organ 
in question is the only possible channel of entrance 
for them, the purely local alteration is thus the cause 
of tlie immunity of the whole oiganiem. 

Bnchner's reviewer (O. Kempner, Berlin) points 
out that many kaowa facts range themselves 
•gainst this explanation (0.9., the tendency towards 
recurring erysipelas), but considers Buchner's stig- 
gesiion as to inflammation protecting tissues against 
Ihe Invasion ofbact^a. well worthy of attention and 
* eatp'Timpntal in ve3tig;ation. 

Buchuer believes that nature's curative process 
auiy bo imitated bj the administration of arsenic, 
which in small repealed doses produces the first 
stage of inflammation in the tissue 8ells.t.e. , increased 
Butritioo and actlvitj, in wludi condition they are 
better fitted to engage in a struirirle with invading 
boctffiria. Bochner has found arsenic of the greatest 
aenrloe in toliereulosis: he gives dally 10 mg.* of a 
watery salutionacidumarseniosum 1 to 2,000. attain- 
ing this dose in a few days He believes the 
. theraputic ^ue of arsenic in malaria. sUa dlseaeee, 
etc, to be also due to iu property of exciting ioflam- 
matioa. 



MATRICULAXroN EWMINATIONS IN MBDICAL I)E- 

PARTMRNT Umvsrsxtt or MicHiOAN. — In our 
awicte Id towie of 10th tnst.. we supplemented a 
nftd«.-i*7cr. 



' quotation from the Philadelphia Medical Times, by 
I tbe report of a case which is alleged to have 
I happened in one of our Michigan medical sdiools, 
whi'd V IS calculated to illustrate the ahuses which 
crop out under the existing system of absolute power 
[ vested in tbe colleges to recrive and to graduate 
students. It was further intimated that under the 
I existing system the interests of the profession are 
] sttbordioated to those of the colleges, and that in 
order to put money in their purses, the matriculation 
examinations, the purpose of which is to keep out of 
the proteiMitoQ the illiterate, has become farcical, 
even in colleges making unosoal pretensions. The 
cR«ie we mentioned was, we say, strongly illuHtraiive 
j of these propositions. It was reported to us m 
I such minuteness of detail as to name and circiun- 
I stance, and by such authority, that, taking it in con- 
, nectioo with a condition of affairs which it no 
I longer requires argoment or evidence to establish, 
I we had absohitely nf> irr(nind«i on which to base a 
I question as to its authenticity. But InaiMuuch, as it 
I was foreign to our purpose to point om- moral or 
adorn our tale by holding up any particular college 
I for especial attention, we scrupulously avoided any 
I reference which might, even remotely, indicate the 
colleL'e iu which the case reported is allcjxed to have 
I occurred. It appears, however, that we reckoned 
I without onr host, and following our article Dr. A. 
I B. Palmer, Dean of the Medical Department of the 
I University of Michigad. made a demand on us to 
I know whether it was his collei;e we had in mind. 
I It had been rumored, he said, that it ma. In vlav 
I of the explanations given above, and for other 
I obvious reasons, we were obliged to give a categorical 
reply to Dr. Palmer's question. There are only 
I four (three retrular and one homoBopathic) medical 
I colleges in Michigan, and should each of them 
I follow Dr. Palmer's method of discovery "the 
diagnosis by exclusion" would do the technically 
: guilty college what would under, tbe circumstances, 
I be an injustice. We diadaimed responaiblllqr for 
rumorg and intended the illustration to be general 
and not special in its application. 
This re|>hr did not saiiaty our friends of the Uni- 
I versity, and xpsiiming that the case reported was 
especially laid at their door, Dean Palmer gave it in 
a subsequent communication a most complete and 
unequivocal denial. Tnasmm h as Mds second cnm- 
munication was not addressed to us but to our pub- 
Hiker we, of oourse,assnme that it was not intended 
for publication. .Tustice, however, compels us, in 
view of it^ freedom from all ambiguity to publish 
its purport, and In doing so we would state that It 
I would give us pleasure to publish an equally flat- 

(footed denial from each of the other medical schools 
of this state, so that it might go out to the profearion 
i that the charge against the medical colleges of 
Michigan, notwithstanding the standing of our in- 
formant, who himself got his mformation at second 
band, is altaoiately without foundaUon In fact. 
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Am UNSBi.FUit PBomaioN — The quest ion pio> 
pounded by our correspondent, Dr Cowhu. in our 
iMt issue, will conlinue to presn hurder aod harder 
for an aiumr M dw nnln of medical practitioners 
become more crowded. We have endeavored to 
point out the great injustice douu physicians uutiiide 
of the medical colleges, by the system of free medi- 
cal services which obtains in the latter. Tens and 
buudredH uf thou.sands of dollars arc through this 
Bjstem annually diverted from the pockets of the 
general practitioner. This mooev \hw diverted 
from its legitimate chaoael is worse thtui wasted. It 
neither enriches the college profeeeore. end its sav- 
ing make;* the large majority of those who are the 
recipients of the free service, veiy poor indeed. It 
hM long been a settled fiMt that diarlty beelowed 
on an unworthy object \s harmful ruther than Ix-ne 
ficiai to the recipient. It tends to the destruction of 
that pemmal indepeodenoe which is fmeparsble 
from true manhood. 

The principle on which gratuitous unmerit^ ser- 
▼ice by m«dical colleges Is wrong, extends to all 
gratuitous service rendered by medical men, and the 
evil is not less aptual beoanee it is, perhaps, leas ap- 
parent, in tlie matter of grataltom service rendeittd 
the public ou boirds of health, state and municipal. 
The value of the service rendered the public by 
physicians on lioards of health is inestimable, and 
would be so regarded by the paUic were such ser- 
vice not to 1x9 had without money and without price. 
Tile fact that physicians covet the privilege of 
donating it causes the people to hold it, as they hold 
everything else for which they do not pay. as a 
something uf no value. The public should be edu- 
cated up to an appreciation of such service, which 
would increaae in positive value with a growing ap. 
preciiiiiuD of it. Constituted as human nature is, 
men are eftlremeljr prone to hold the somothtng 
which represents to them m much of their energy 
put forth in its attainment, as more to be prized 
than that which cornea to then without efltort on 
their part. The physician, therefore, who generously 
douale;i his services to the public, correspondingly 
brings those services into disiepute. and by hte 
don.ition of tlitin tends to defcul their very object. 

As io the line of the above thought we give the 
following paragraph from s recent address by Dr. 
T. Clifford .\llbua, of the Li:i (ls lEng.) School of 
Medicine: "Less brilliant, but. in its steadfast ou- 
edfishness, perhaps incomparable, is the vo1nntar>' 
sanitary work done by tieneral practitioners frcfore 
the establishment of sanit^iry districts. Of Lhe«e 
services the careless public is yet scarcely aware. 
Did the mcmhen of any olber profession ever seek 
odlam, and even rancorous enmity, by persistent 
endeavorii to cut down their own incomes in the in- 
tef«»tsof tbcir cHentst To speak plainly: enteric 
fever, for instance, was worth, perhaps, a steady 
hundred a year to many a town or country praclice 
—not counting the Ittck Of epidemics. Now hun- 
dred- of (1o«'(i>r'i — you know many r»f them yotir 
selves— lu human pily, have striven lu KUppreiw this 
and oth«r such maladies; spoillof their own incomes 



I and earning, not the thaaka, but even the curses of 

the public offendinju' not the poor, but the rich — the 
I landlords, the thriving furnuTs, the pof»r law guar- 
j dians — the class upon whom the rest of their 
' shrunken practice mtut depend." 



On iiiu Ut^NAL CiBCVULTioii DcBUia Pkvks. 
—Dr. Walter Menddsohn.of New Torit.in aa ekbo- 

' rate erperimental re-earch undertaken at the Patho 
I lexical Institute of the University of Leipzig, the 

results of whidi he publishes in the October, 1881^ 
I ntimb«„r of The American .Tournal of the Medical 
' Sciences, codeavouni to determine by experimental 

methods the actual condition of thecircnlation inthe 
I kidney during fever. lit tlnd.4: — 

1. That in dogs with fever the kidney undetgoes 

a dimitttttloB In Its bulk. 

3. That this diminution ia due to a contnction 
of the walls of the bloodvesdels; and. 

, Z. That it is constant and progrewiivf. being pro- 
! porttonate to the intensity of the fever. 

4. That it is in all probability the result of a 
I nervous stimulus, originating in the central (cerebral) 
, nervous system firom the irritation of abnormally 

hot blood circulating there 

From the intimate relations existing between the 
arterial pressure and the secretion of the urine, il 

' will rtt once be evident that many (jf the changes oc- 
curring in the latter durinf fever may be readily ez- 

. plained by cofttlderiag the above aaiMd facts. 

I Thus the decrease in the amount of urine secreted 

, by fever patients, which has heretofore been 

' ascribed to the increased loss of water through the 
lungs and skin (and which may amount to one-half, 
or even a third, of that normally secreted i, l)ecome9 
all the mure explicable when the marked cootracUoa 
is considered, which he here shows that the renal 
yi'^^fU ii::ricrgo during fever For in this case it ia 
Hiuiiitienui whether we accept tiie theory of Ludwig 

i and his pupils, that the amount of urine secreled Is 
de{)endent on the heipfit of the arterial prcssun' in 
the kidney, or that nf lleidenhain, that it is due to 

, the rapidity of the blood^nirrent in the renal veasdn. 
In cither cjise the crreat contraction of the kidneys' 

I vesbels would produce both a diminislied blood- 

I pressurs and a retarded current within the organ, 
and hence a lessened '•errcfion of urine. 

The (Hxurreoce of albuminuria, such a constant 
symptom In nearly all high fevers, becomes rmdily 
understood when we l>ear in mind the txircme 
ana'mia which he finds affects the kidney during a 
hypi^rpyrezhi. Forneariy all authoritln are now 
agreed that nlburoinurta i» due to the glomerulal 
epithelium, in consequence of being insufllck-ntly 
nourished with arterial blood, losing iu« function of 
retaining within the vetwels the albuminous portions 
of blood plasma The extreme sensitiveness of the 
renal epithelium generally to aniemia, whether 

{ partial or complete, has been shr>wn by many ob- 
servers. ;ind it is not surpripin;:, Ibf-reforc. that in 
couhe(|uence of (he prolonged and marked auteiuia 

: in the kidneys of feverish individuals, the epithelium 



biyiiizua by GoOgle 



IHE MEDICAL AQE, 



■hould pnifminilv afTeotfd to seriously im- 
pair its fuactioo, aod allow it to bocome pcimeable 
to allraneD. . 

Tas Beauties or tue Code — TLefe is suielj 
nothing la iMdioliie proper that Is oot eaknlatad to 

widen and deepen men, nnd j'et the iostances of 
nwrowoeM which preaant are numorons. W« will 
not My that the medical profeMlon forniahea more 

narrow men iIihii do the other prof^ions, fur the 
Msertioa could probably be Hucoessfully disputed, 
bnt there la, nevertheless a gretrt deal of narrowness 
in it. Instann-s of this oarrownesa very often oc- 
Gor in coanectioD with the "Uode." The Indiana 
Medical Jounal gtves the following racy descrip- 
tion of such an instance, for the essential facia of 
which it has the voacber of good authority : 

Mr. H. was taken Tlolently dck. and sent for Dr. 
Bunkum, lAo at once responded to the call and 
1-Sjiued some medicine to him, whidi he Hiiid would 
b<! Hufflcient for that day, and thai lie would ' call 
again to morrow." The patient, however, naively 
replied. "I will pay you for this visit, and s^-nd for 
you to-morrow if I want you." Dr. iiuukum 
pocketed his fee and departed. 

The next day the patient feeling no better, sent 
for Dr. Soappinham (regular), who came, prescribed 
for him, and piomlaed to return at a certain hour 
the following day. This he was prevented from 
doing on account of a call to the oountry and in the 
meantime, the patient beoonlng worse and growing 
alarmi li Tnt h^x Dr. Boastnm.of the f clcrtin pprsua- 
sion, between whom and Dr. Snappiuham there 
evleted nothing hut antipodal relations profesrion- 
ally. 

Dr. lioaslum promptly responded to the call, but 
had no sooner entered the Siek ehamberthaa he was 

Informed that Dr S. had been in attendance, and 
had been sent for bQt was then m tbe(»twtry. Dr. 
Boaatum spruug immediately to bis feet, as If he 
had learned that a torpedo was placed under him, 
and sfiid, "You hare sent for Dr. S. ; he has prob- 
ably returned from the country by tins time, and 
you can send agdin; good day, sir!" 

It happened that Dr. Snappinham had returned 
from the country almut this time, and being sent for 
again hastened to the bed side of the sick man. who 
Informed him at once of what had happened, and of 
the i)eculiar behavior of Dr. Boastum. This was 
more than Dr. S. could bear; the blood rushed to 
his face, hi^ ej'es kindled with rnc:e, and he hclclied 
out, "Sir, by U— d, if you sent for Dr. Ik)astum you 
can send for htm again." (Bseont Dr. 8. In high 
dudgeon.) 

The patient, as a last resort, sent for Dr. Clover- 
Uossom. a so-called Phyeio-niedics], and who. It Is 
believed has not yet maslereil the full import of 
that important term "ethics," but supposes it may 
mean some Und of a dangerous "mineral plaen." 
Dr. t'loverhlo.ssnm, like a good Samaritan, visited, 
remained with and comforted the sick man. He had 
aocA an aUding faith In the wonderfnl idrtoes of 
'•No. «" and "Me^^it^/* that he held it to be 



sacrtHgious for any poor Muffering mortal to I f- per 
mitted to die without l)eing subjected to a fair trial 
of their elllcieocy. 



I Propessional AuvKwriaUtf. — ^The Weekly 
Medical Review shows a proper grasp of the 
, situation in the followiug. Proft^iooul advcrlis- 
, ing or rather unprofessional advertising, is justly 
condemned by both the spirit and letter of the code 
of ethics. It has come to be the sentiment of the 
! better part of the profession, that it is inoondslent 
\ with the highest and best professional dignity to 
give cortidcates for publication, even in the auver- 
I tlaeinsnte In mediesJ Jonrnals, and even with regard 
i to the virtues of medicinal mmhinati in> f-ir thflfS^ 
I peutical purposes. There is no que»lion as to the 
\ view of the profession with regard to the matter of 
I physicians allowing their name** to he used in cou- 
I neciion with the advertisement of special remedirain 
the lay press. It Is only a few yesn rinoe a number 
of prominent physicians in Xew York City were 
most sevoely criticized for giving cirtificatea as to 
the valttable properties of cortaln mineral waters, 
j the certificHtca being published in connection with 
' the advertisements of those watera in the rarioos 
city and county papers. The reenlt of the dlseus- 
I sion on the subject and of the criticisms which were 
made, was that those certificates were withdrawn from 
J the advertisements as published in the newspapers; 
I and the principle was definitely settled that such 
i ceriiflcate giving was unethical. In view of these 
facts, which are well known to the prof&tsion, it is a 
I matter of serious surprise and deep regret to the pn>- 
' fcsBion of St. Louis, that there has appeared in a re- 
, cent issue of one of the leading dailies of the city an 
I advertisement of a combination of coca with tobsceo 
under the name of "coca plug," and the ?ame was 
- accompanied by certificates from six prominent 
I members of the medical faeolly. setting forth the 
valuable qimlities of corn as u nerve tonh and 
' stimulant, and advancing the opinion that the two 
\ In comblnstton would be 1ms deleterious than 
tobacco nlonr . If these certificatee were given by 
, these gentlemen for the purpose of being used in 
. this way. they have shown a disregard for the well- 
known sentiment of the profession which was not 
' to be expected of them. If the eertiflcatcs are 
forgeries, they owe it to themselves and to the pro- 
' fession at once to enter suit against the company 
which has made such an un warrantable use of their 
names. If they have any reasonable explanation of 
I the matter, they certainly owe it to the profession to 
offer 11 ^ 

' BuoAR AS A DnneiMO mm Wovkds.— The 

British Medical lonroal quote? from an article by 
, Dr. F. Fischer, in the Central biail fur Chirurgie. in 
I which be details the use and results of the use of 
I cane sugar as an anliwptic dressing for wiiunds In 
\ the Strasburg Hospital. Hitherto the sugar has been 
I finely powdered and used in combination with 
' naphthaline, eqtial parts, or with iodoform, one pert 
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to five of Bugar. In cases of wounds united by . 
suture the mixture ie put up io giiiize and ii]ipli«d to j 
the part. Where there is lom, of skin the su^'ht is i 
sprinkled directly nvcr the parts. Thf siigsir dn sM- 
ing i£ fixed in piuc« by eomd hiyers uf gauzo, ile- 
priTcd of fat. over which a layer of gutta pert Im is i 
spplie(r and thf> whf>lo secured by a hnndape The ' 
•ugar dreaaiog may remain from eight to fourteen j 
dai^ without tbe sugar diaaolyliig. Tb« wcretion i 
from the wound is equally distributed tbrouph the 
sugar, and it is only when the layer of sugar is too 
tlitek (mon than about oae-flfUi of aa Inch) that 
lumps are formed. TIeultby grannlation?^ with no 
teudeocy to bleed are developed, and cicatrization 
piocweda rapidly. In wouoda united by suture beat- ' 
ingby the first Intention ha"! always Ix'cn obst^rved. 
I>r. Fischer is not able to say whether the sugar is , 
deoomposed or wbat new products are formed. ' 

Another writer. Dr. Windt ischmiill. rt'ports tlie 
nse of sugar alone as a dreasiog with good results. | 
Be finds that tm snmll wounds and ulcers, powdered I 
cane sugar is not inferior to iodoform as a dressing, 
while iodoform is necessary io many cases, such as j 
diancres and mammary abscesses. He calls atten* | 
tion to the fact that powdered sugar is a very old i 
popular remedy in coses of fungous granulations, i 
ichorous ec/ema and erysipelas of the face. He I 
thinks that sugar, like iodoform, has its sphere of , 
applirntian. and joins Dr. Fischer in recommending | 
that it be more exif 'i>;i^ < ly trioil. i 



Tmk bvFLinuraB of Lanouaob ok Mkdioal \ 

TnouonT and Practice,— In an article on this sub 
ject in the Glasgow Medical Journal, Dr. W.J. Mar- i 
shall lets drop some very thoughtful sentences. He I 
insists on the necessity of tbiokiog "straight," and j 
gives some of the consequences of "crooked" think- ' 
ing, the practice based on the latter being enoneouB 
in proportion to the degree of dlvefgenoe of the 
thought determining if. , 
Referring mort; directly lu ilie influence of I 
Innguage on thought, he says: "There is another I 
nse of language to which attention has not been 
sufficiently directed, and one which is of ihugreaieai , 
importance in all complicated subjects like medi- ; 
cine. It is tbi<, that words which arc directly the 
signs of thoughts, become in long trains of reasoning 
like algebraicid symbols, and are used as thoughts 
for the time belujr We do not that is to say. fully 
analyze or spread out tu our view, all that U con- 
tidned In each of the complex terms which are made 
use of. This is one of rlie main reasons why ?n 
much nonsense is spoken and written without be- 
ing eludlenged. nod why It is so necessary to have 
recourse to definitions and explic.itions of complex 
term.s, and in any train of argument about which we 
are in perplexity to snbsUtute these deflnitions for 
the terms in question, and llien Ui s< i' liow tliat sub- 
stitution affects the aigumcnta made use of, or the 
descriptions glTen. Such words as 'inflammation," 
"constitution," "infection," "contugion." mvolving 
ao many phenomena and qualities, wluch are not 



always present to the mind when the terms are used, 
have done much mischief, and are responsible for 
many disputes in medical literature." 

Had Dr. Marshall written in thi« country, he 
would doubilesH liave employed also the word "mal> 
aria*' as an Illustration of the "craoktsd thought" 
caused by the f^f word.s. The term emplovM 
very often as a mantle of ignorance, is often guilty 
of detflrmlnlqg % ruinous line of rraoliee. 



Woman's Intuition in Mkoicine.— In the course 
of his address delivered at the celebration of tha 
100th anniversary of the establishment of the Medl' 
cal School of Harvard UniTendty on dm 17th inst., 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes j^ve expression in the 
following paragraph to his conception of the part 
which woman might profitably play in medicine: 

"I have often wished that disea.se could be huntetl 
by its professional antagonists in couples — a doctor 
and a doetor^a qolek-wltted wife making a joint vidt 
and attackinir the patient — T mean the patient's 
malady, of course — with their united capacities; for 
I am ijttite sure that then Is a natural dalrroyanoa 
in a woman, which would make her a.s much tho 
superior of a man in some particulars of diagnosis as 
she certainly is in distinguishing diades of color. 
Many a suicide would hiivc been prevented if i^.' 
doctor 8 wife had visited the victim the day before 
it happ<^^ued. She would have seen in the merchant's 
face his impending bankruptcy, while her stupid 
husband was prescribing for liis dyspepsia and en- 
dorsing hh note. She would recognize the love- 
lorn maiden by an ill-adjusted ribbon, a line in the 
features, a drop in the attitude, a tone in the voice, 
which mean nothing to him; ao the brook muat ba 
dragged tomorrow. ThedoalarKngementof whidl 
I have spoken is, I suppose, impracticable; bat 
a woman's advice, often determines lier hus- 
band's prescription. Instead of a curtain laiy 
tureouhisown failinKs, he jret.s a clinical lecture. 
On the puzzling ca^^e. it may be, of a neighbor suf- 
fering from the complaint known to village nosology 
as 'u complication of disea^ies.' which her keen eye 
sees into as much better than his, as thuy would 
through the eye of a amall-aiaed needle. 8he w i 1 1 tlnd 
the right end of a case to hold of, and tal<i iLe 
snarles out as she would out of a skein of Uu-cad or 
a bdl of worsted, whidi he would apeedilj Lave 
reduced to a hopeless tangle." 

It must not be forgotten that Dr. Holmes is a 
poet, and poets have a Ucenae to aay things whlqli, 
coming from prosaic peoplOi would sound TSly 
i much like noo.«''n<'' 



I TB£ MaNAUKHSMT of KREBCH PBSSESTATIOJiS. 

I -.It is, we think, the very general practice in caaaa 

' of breach presentation, for the amnirhcur to be 
solicitous to effect a speedy delivery, and manual 
if not, indeed, inatnimental Interference Is the n|le 
in such cases. The reikTOn for thia solicitude is. we 
believe, not very dear in the minds of the attend 
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ant;:. Frequently, doubtk-fiH. thf impf>rtnnity of 
friends detenaioeii it, and the accoucheur ie im- 
pelled thereby to "do MNoetiiing." TheadvlaabiUty 
of the early intprft rr-nce »o common la these cases 
is seriously qut^tioaed ia «o article by Dr. Richard 
Wood lo the Htdlead Hedioia Miaoellaay. Thie 
writer enters a plea for patience and criee "hands 
off" until the head \xa& engaged in the pelvis. He 
•dvlaee. la the flnt plnoe. to leave the membnuiee 
intact as lout; as possible, or until the oh ha-s fully 
dilated, the cord being leas liable to suffer from com- 
prefldon m loni^ a* it floats ia the water. It li far 
bftfer nof to pull on the child at all. Let it come, 
however slowly, of itaelf. When the body ia bora 
ts the tfane to act— to be olDdoiM In earnert. Pmm 
from tbe outside upon the ulems, through the ab- 
dominal wall and so squeeze (he bead out. with tbe 
right band, and with the left introduced into tbe 
child's mouth bead it upon the chest and use gentle 
traction, nt the same time encourai^in;,' the mother 
to make all efffirts at expulaion. Tliere is no use in 
placing the fingers on each aide of the nose or upper 
maxilla, for there is no purc^hftse there. Sometimes 
ao amount of traction bacttwards to tbe coccyx may 
bring off the back of tbe chlld'a head which Im* 
pin pes on tlie pubes. 

The drift of the article is to inculcate the neces- 
sity of patience, uid we thlnlc it is called for. Many 
a child that dies under a breach presentation would 
live if left to nature, but our impaiieuoe to deliver 
takes away ita chanrc. 



ThK SPRE.^n OF DiSEAHK BY MeANS OF BOOKS. — 

The British Medical Journal calls attention to the 
pcmbility "of the propagatloD of infections and con- 
tagiom maladies by means of ImxiUh. There can he 
no doubt that tbe specific contagia of many zymotic 
disorden, and especially of scariatlna, small pox, 
typhoid fever, in the form of particles of material 
emunations from the bodies of patients, may attach 
themselves to the covers and edg«i of books, and so 
be carried from tbe sick to the healthy. In view of 
this fact great care should be exercised in tbe matter 
of removing books from sick chambers, and all 
books and periodicals which may have been used by 
the patient during l)i8 illnes-s from zymotic disease 
bad besst be burued upon his convalescence. Tbe 
danger of spveadlag zymotic diseases by books 
through the agency of lending-libraries and second- 
biuid book shops must be very great in view of the 
abofe possibilities. It would be well if the literature 
•f snch estab1i.<^hmcnt9 were occasionally subjected 
to an efficient disinfection. Persons recovering 
ftomsymotie diseases should remember that it is 
one of their duties to take care to avoid their infec- 
tion of the healthy, and they should be taught to 
nf ndB f ram banding to othen the books thsy have 
used daring their i*lnc«s. 



The Abortion of Typhoid Fever.-— A writer in 
Hm Medical Record, Dr. J. U. Wavd, of Oomelia, 
Ho., reCate lo our duutacintaatioB of the man who 



claims to alxtrt typhoid fevtjr. but is not deterr«i by it 
from saying that he has found the following effec- 
tive to that and: *' Tr. iodhie gtt. x vtvrj dx bourn; 
Fowler's solution, tr. baptisia, m gtt. v. every six 
hours, alternated with the iodine, so the doses come 
every three hours. In addition to tbe aboveb if 
malarial action be present, give quinine In time- 
grain doses during tbe night.'* 

Our contemporary In commeotlBg on tin above 
tmys it prints it "not .so much for its real value a.s to 
show how entirely unconscious of the nature of the 
problem (whldi he thinks be has edved) onr 
esteemed correspondent is. He evidently belongs to 
the 'impressionist school,' of which we have before 
written. It is one thing to believe In a remedy, it is 
quite another to demonstrate ita efficacy. In order 
tu do tbe latter, evidence must be diligently collected 
and presented. The most careful records of the 
alleged aborted cases should be made. Otherwise tbe 
skeptical world will say that they were not typhoid 
cases at all, but that tiie patieuls were, perhaps, a 
little biiloua.'* 



An Acid Solution op the Hypophosphttbs.— 
Oeorge 8. Gerhard. M. I). . In Medical Times: Ifr. 

flaycs, of the St. Ocori^e Pharmacy, ha.s very suc- 
ceaafuliy prepared, at my suggestion, a solution of 
tbe bypophoMphites. without sjrnip, by dissolving 
the salts in water acidulated with hyposulphurous 
acid. The addition of a definite amount of this acid 
prevents the precipitation of at least two of the miti 
(iron and manganese), which in the syrups is aCOOOI- 
plishcd liy the protective power of the sugar. 

The objection to the syrups is their excessive 
sweetness, and their liability to dau««e indigestion. 
The present solution, the formula of which I give 
below, is clear, slightly tluoreseent, and pleasantly 
acid, it is a valuable tonic and stlmulantk and I* 
borne by the most sensative stomach: 



Calcii hypophosphit 

Patassii hypophosphit 

Sodii hypophosphit. . ........tt gr. j 

Quinin* hypophosphit 

Mangancsii hypophosphit ^ gr. i 

Ferri hypophosphit gr. \ 

Stryehnms hjrpophosphit. . . gr. 1-190 

QJycerinse "liij 

liq. addihypophoephlt ^HJ 

Aqua. ad tl\. 



A Liniment for Rhbumatism. — The Quarterly 
Therapeutic Review says, methyl salicylate (oil of 
wintergrGen)miied with an equal quantity of olive 
oil or linimentum saponis. applied externally to in- 
flamed joints affected by liuule rheuuiaiiam, affords 
instant relief, and, having a pleaaant odor. Its use ie 
veiy igreeahle. 



At the meeting of the N. Y. Ck>unty Medical 
Socle^ on the eradng <tf die S8nd ull. occurred the 
ilial dean and abow-boanl teit of itieagthin New 
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York Pity hptwfrn \hr Now Code jind the (Mii Cru^e 
adbereoUi. Id pr«vtou8 contesta od tbia question 
■mtegr aad tridn kwR^ly influenoed the molt, but | 
at the annual olectinn on the 22n(l tlie '\hh\u- wan 
clearly made. The Old Code meo bad a very con- 
ilderable ad^mBtage aa regards tiietr candMate for ^ 
the Presidency. — Dr. T Galllard Thomas, h >^cntle- 
maa of freat popularity and of rare peraooal niagne- 
tim. The voto on cHBoen was. however, clearly j 
understood to be on a question of measure* and not ' 
men, and when the ballots were counted it was i 
found by the electioo of Dr. Van der Poele. that the • 
New Code was sustained by a majority of l.i5 — Dr. , 
Thomas receiving 220 votes ami Dr Vun iler Poele 
875. Thin very decided vote very cfffctually soltles 
the question of professional sentiment, outside of i 
the specialists, on the New rnd« in New York City. 
The next and probably final stru^^lc, will be at the 
meettn; of the State Ifadieal Sodely In the com. 
in^ February. The r»ult of that Straggle 1* ao 
longer very doiihifni. 

The average medical student will rise up to call 
Dr. OtNerWcBdemtolmes UeaMd. while he has 

also euggenled a thought which lias a fund of com 
fort in it for the average lecturer. He tells of his , 
ooce lecturing in an ill-ventltated room. As be saw ' 
head after bead gently decline and one pair of eyea | 
after nnotber empty Iheniiielvea of intelligence, be > 
said. maudibl>, with the coniiideratc self-restraint of ■ 
MnaldoEa'a ninl lover: "Sleep on dear youth : thia i 
does not mean that you are indoleut, or that I am ; 
dull; it is the partial coma of commencing I 
•aphyzla." The atmoaphere of the average medical | 
lecture room !•< more soporiflc thRti 'he drowsy ' 
qrrupe of the world, and it is uakiad aiul cruel to i 
efaaife. aa baa been so often done, the gentle slumber | 
thf student to his indolence or to the pruffs'-or')! , 
pro)«iQe«s. Carbonic acid gas must hereafter U.>ar 
the blane. 

The Medical and Surgical Rirporter telle of a 

chance meeting on the street of two old classmates ' 
on one of whom fortune had smiled more beamingly ' 
than on (be other. "See here," said the latter "we 
Were siiKlents lo^etber ; you didn't work hard as I 
did; how is it that you have such a large practice, 
while I can't get any patienu at aiir The former , 
gave the following signifieanf reply "Goto a bar- i 
ber's and have your hair cut; go home and take a i 
bath. and put on aome dean clothes; keep your sboea I 
polished and your face and hands clean; torn down 
your manners and drive a atyliah horse and carriage, , 
and you will get practice." Here was the polUhed i 
man and "the rough diamond;" the one made 
money while the other commandrd the greatest re- 
Hpect and Hdmtratlon from those whose opinion was 
worth ha vine: Whhsh is most to be coveted? There i 
is giirelv notliini; incompntihte in the two that they ' 
may nut be combined in the one individual. | 

We notice in n Honolulu paper that Dr. Henri 
HoOrew has been appointed Burgeon of the ^S. S. 
<*tty of New York, of the Fteiflc Mail S. 9. line. I 



and that V.n n n trip to .'^ n^tr-itta Dr. McGrew 
graduated from the Michigan College of Medidoe 
of this dty but Spring and returned to his home In 
the TliiWHiian Islands in July. The many friends 
whom he made during his college course will be 
pleased to hear of hta fortnne, and none wfll have 
any apprehenHion.<i touching liii< fitness for the re- 
sponsible position, nothwithstanding the fact, which 
is alleged, that he It the youngest surgeon ever 
appoioled by the P« M. & 8. line. 

It is only an unbounded faith in the veracity of 
our contemporary, the Canada Medical and Surgical 
Journal, which permits us to believe the following 
report which it gives us: The Record of the Casa- 
dian Piitent OtTne show.s that in June, 1883, one 
Francis McKay, of i.i<)bo, Ontario, was granted a 
patent cm the following psase ri ptfam for a term of 
five rears: "A compound composed of the follow- 
ing ingredients: Fresh unsalted Imtier. two pounds; 
black wod cttl from the aheep'a breast ai lha full of 
the moon, one onnee: Three fresh eggs and flowanof 
sulphur, two Lahicspoonfuls." 

Dickens: "The Doctor's prognostication in refer- 
ence to the weather was speedily verified. Although 
t!jr writher wa-s not a patient of his, and no third 
parly had required him to give an opinion in the 
case, the qtiiek falflllraeat of hfs propbei^ may be 
taken as an instanrr- nf his professional tar t: f t, 
unless the threatening aspect of the night bad been 
perfectly plain and unmhrtakabte, Mr. JoMIng 
would never have compromi(*ed his reputation by 
delivering any acntimenta on the subject. He used 
this principle io medldaa with too mnoh ameoees to 
be unaalndful of U in hii oommonasl tranaammns." 

The Atlanta Medical Register tbink«i there are too 
many colleges and professors, it refers to Looia- 
ville as an illustration. There Is, it says, too much 

medical prcfessional ambition of a wrong sort there, 
and it advi^e.^ tlie following heroic treatment : "Let 
every tenth it-ipinint for a college professorship be put 
up.")n the retired list, and if he will not bt* retiretl, 
let htm he derert'h- stint ' If It had extended the 
trvaltueiit lo every tiuni sucli aspirant we should 
have sec >nded the motion. To remove only eveqr 
tenth would be palliative at most 

'•A New Guide to Convorsiition in Portuguese and 
Eoglieh" gives the Mcret of the longevity of phy- 
sicians: "A physician eighty years of age had en- 
joyed of ;i health unBlterabh Theirs friend;? did 
him of its compliments every day: Mister doctor, 
say they to him, yon are an admirable man. What 
you make then for you to Iw-ar you as well? 1 shall 
tell you it, gentlemen, he was unawcced them, and 1 
exhort you In same time at to folkiw my example. 
I live of the product of my ordering without take 
any remedy who I command lo my strks." 

A well-known provincial surgeon was being 
shown round a hospital by one of the physidaBS In 
ehnrge. "Here." said the latter, "Is an extrsord^n 
ary caae; I should like you Just to iistea to the 
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heart." "It doesn't intereat me, my de«r sir," was 
the reply: "I don't can for ai^thioi;. above the 
lUaphragm. ** fodeed! and have ytra any downward 
limit? ■ asked the physician. "Certainly. Poupart's 
Ugameat," was the prompt rejoinder. This is getting 
theboDBdaof apeciaiism down to a Tcry fine thing. 

Dr. Wm. Qoodell telltt of an oWtoary notice, 
w rit [en by a friend of a lady who died from the 
efleciH of an ovariotomy, which cnnlnined tlu' fal- 
lowing somewhat singular slalcmeDl; "Eunb to 
earth, dust to dust, aabea to ashes. Pasaed from 
time into eternity without one brinf moincni'» notice 

at . August 28, Id^i, under the surgical blade of 

Hf. . of . and Dr. — — , of — , aaatated by 

two others, Mrs. , of » affed 68 jeaffS, S 

months &u(l 2 days." 

The Pittsburgh Medical Journal closes its third 
volniiio with its Deoember namber. Tt aoiioiiiuwi 
that it will then, for a timffit Irast. snsppnd publica- 
tion. The chief reason for such suspension is a con- 
templated protooged fonign trip by fta senior editor. 
We wish Dr. Qallagher a prospcrou'^ v.nyagc and a 
good time, and hope that oo his return be may see 
hJa way clear l» again laaoa hi* always welcome 
little journal. 

Cincinnati Lancet and CliDic Knthii.Masm Is one 
of the most powerful engines of success. When 
yott do a thing, do it with a Tim Do It with your 
might. Put your whole soul into It. Stamp it with 
your own peraooality. Be active, be energetic, be 
aothnataatte, be Mthful and yon will accomplish 
your object. Truly Emerson \u\<^ said: "Nothing 
great was ever achieved without enthusiasm." 

Dr. J. F. Baldwin, of Columbus, Ohio, wishes to 
add hb mtte to obetetrfc experience: Dec. ft, 1877, 

ho delivered Mrs. J. S., at 1.30 a. m ; ttrui preaenta. 
tion, first position. At 13 m , delivered Mrs. D. H. ; 
tmm^rfh, arm down: turned and delivered. At 
p. M.. delivered Mrs. R. O. II. -.brr^'rh presenta- 
tion, first po.sitioo. It would be well for the breth- 
ren to bear in mind that it is mry-ttf that is the 
aptoe of life. 

The Piiiladelphiii Hospiiiil ftir Skiu Diseases an- 
nounces increased bathing facilities under the chaige 
of an experienced balneologlst. These hatha are 
open only to such patients as are sent there by their 
medical nttcndanta whose prescription of vapor, 
deeiro vapor, medicated vapor, acid, alkaline 
emollient, uslringcnt. etc., balh^ will be followed in 
detail. Dr. J V. Shoemaker holds free flinir-K on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, lo which physicLius and 
atudenls are invited. 

The prnphel TJ«ter ir, not without hoiK-r save in 
his owu country. On the occasion of a recent visit 
to Buda-P^sth he waa received with great honor by 
the profession and students there. A banquet and a 
tocch-light procession were given iu his honor, and 
addretaaeof welcome, cheara and coogratulations 
wem fieety shower^ on him. 

The 8t. Lotthi Medical and Surgical Journal haa 



enlarged and strengthened its editorial corps by the 
addition of the names of Drs. John B. Keber, of St. 
Louis. H. Christopher of St. Joseph, Le Grand At> 
wood of St. I.^ul8, Wm. C. Byrd of Quiucy, 111., 
and A . E. Prince of .Tacksonvilte, 111. With such 
I Aarons and Hurs on either side. Dr. Kumbold's 
haada win be Muialiied to good pmpoaa. 

The brain of Caiey, the Irish "InTittdble" in- 
form cr, weighed sixty three ounces, and was remark- 
able for its cerebellar development. Was this ex- 
^cesdva oarebellum the oanse or the eJfeet of the 

cbarnrtrrislic animalism of the iimn^ Let the phy- 
siologiBts and the psychologi«u wrangle over the 
qtiestion. 

Dr. Holmes relates the foUowlag to iliastnte tiw N 

significance of smnll thincis in the sick room ; "Will 
you have an orange or a fig?" said Dr. Jtimes lack- 
son to a fine lltde boy now grown up to goodly 
stature. "A fig," answered Master Theodore, with 
I alacrity. "No fever there." said the good doctor, 
**or he would eertalnly Imva aald an oianga." 

The Formulary: Fkmn the new primer: Wliat\ 
is thist It is a Young and Anxioua Father. Haa ] 
It a bottle in Its Hand? Yes, and there's a Big I 
I Label on the Small Bottle. What does this Label I 
spell? P-a-r o-g-o-r-l-c. Where is the Young and 
Anxious Father goiagt He ia going to tlia liaarl 
this Eviiniog. 

A French writer has made the curiuus observa- 
tion that the initial latter off the French nameo of 
the five elements which enter chiefly into the con- 
stitution of organic matter namely Carboae, Hydro- 
gene, Aaoia, (nitrogen). Oxygeiia, and Boutre (tol- 
plnir)a|Nll CHAOB. 

Any person having purcha-scd a copy of the U. 8. 
Ftiarmacopoiia of 1880 and desiring a list of the cor- 
rections stooe made tbenia, «aa proenre eaam by 

.sendinjL^ a two Cent stamp to Wm. Wood A Cow, M 

and ")M Lifayetfe Place, N V 

I A corn»p<>n<leni writing from Uot Springs. Ark., 
I says that the Springs are mo by the devil and that 

; he heaN hi« own, so that tho^e who come in I 
oeive no benefit can feel assured of their future 
welfare. 



pBAcrtcAi. CuKK Ai. LtmoNN Stphii.is AMD THB Osxrro- 
UHi.KAHV DincAKKM By Ki?«R««ndeti N Otis. M. D., Clintc«| 
I Profensor I'f ( if iiiuvl.'rinary I>i«<'ii>t«-!i in tin- C<'ll<'>;» of 
( I'byBiciana and .HufKeooit. New Vork; HurKCOn to Chmrity 

Hospital, etc iVice, tl K. 
I New Ynrk: B<'nnlnfrtnim Co 

This work is divided Into two parUs, embodying a 
course of clinical leeaoas before the daas of the Col- 
le^e of Physicians and fiurpeons, .Vcw York. Part 

I first includea the Study of Chancre and C hancroid; 

I Part second, GonorrheM and Its Beqaels. The 
author do<'S not accept tlie tlieory that the poist>niug 

iof the whole system by aypbilia, ia inst&ataueous, 
but that it ia by invaaion of the io.«alkd dagradad 
ayjibillde cell, latrodnoed at a point of abMikM 
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gradaally multiplying and invading the system 
through the lymphatics and glands. 

This degraded cell has not yet been distinguished 
by microscopic investigation from tlmi of a healthy 
cell, and its effects is only determined from it by it« 
•Koaasive accumulatidi at Its point of introduc 
lion. Nothing new has heen advancpd in the way 
of treatment further than that some form of mer- 
vuj must be glf«a and pnihed tiatO (without aali- 
Wition) al! symptoms have subsided at least a year. 

Chancroid is not always due to a specific virus, 
bat may arise from oncleanliaeat, and afterwards 
become mildly r- mtntri 'is. 

The author's treatment of gonorrhoea after a re. 
view of dlfferaot etttliaiitiet tipoti the subject. It: 

First— Explain the ineflleMy of internal reme- 
dies and ioJecUona. 

Second— Oleaniinese and the prevention of its 
transference to other mucous mfinhrKUf 

Third— Frequent warm applications to penis and 
•Iwnye urfatete irith &e penie In bot wuter. 

Fourth— llilk diet prindpnlly. alkalies end dentnl- 
cent drinks. 

' Fifth— Total abetlnenoe from sexual Indulgence, 
and anything that pertains to venereal excitement. 
Any ease that irets well in a few days is not a 
gouorrho-a; aud tioy case of gonorrhoea that lasts 
longer than six weeks owm its contlnoance either to 
aema) escitement, nanseous drufs or irritant injec- 
ttone. 

The principal point for which Dr. Otis is entitled 
to credit is his advocacy of the radical cure of 
Stricture by internal uretlirotomy. He was. also, the 
Sist to demoostrate the fhet that the calibre of the 
urethra was mach larger than it was formerly sup- 
posed to be, and that many strictures of the urethra 
were left unrecognised and a gleet nncured. 

Tn summing up his observations on the value of 
internal urethrotomy. He says: "In my own cx- 
peiieiMie of over nine hundred opentlons. not only 
have I never had a death or a permanent disability 
of any sort, hut I can say to-day that I liave never 
performed the operation as advised in the foregoing 
pacea. either to my own regret» or without marked 
or acknowledged benetii to the •person -operated on," 

A careful reading of this work leads us to remaik 
that it Is priieminently practical, and exhibits tlie 
author's thorough knowledge of the subject matter, 
backed up by extensive rejM^chaud clinical illustra- 
tion. 

We eonfess that before reading we were somewhat 
skeptical upon some points which we knew had 
been advanced by the author, but we must now 
acknowledge that we are fully satisfied with the 
correctness of his views, differing as they do from 
the authors of text books upon these subjects, dow 
in ganeral use. 

A TtXT rtixjt OK OkNERAI. PATnOl.<*QII.Ah .V.VATOMV AND 

PaUiogvnesiK. By Emeat Ziegler. Profttasor of Fatbo- 
lORic&l AnAtomy in the University of TublURen. Trans- 
lated and edited for EDgUiih stadeots bgr Donald MoAliater, 
M.A., M. B..M. R. CP.; Fellow sndMsdiosl iMMrer e( 
Bt. Jolm's OolU«e OamteMge . 



Tek TaaATifKirT or WoutaM —lTB PnaraaPLai ^ueiMS^ 
Oenmd and Special. By Lewis S. PUte; A. IL. IL D« 
KseibMraf Ow Itaw York SurKioAl 9o«Mtj. With <as 
huudnA and slaiteaB wood eogrsviiics. 

The two vohunes above noted are respectivelT ^ 

.July and August number> of Wood's Library of 
Standard Medical Authors for 1883. They are un* 
portent additions to this valuable set, being valnsMs 
in themselves and giving varii ty to the wliole. 

Of Ziegler's Pathology it is scarcely oe«Mssaiy to 
say more fn order to commend it to our readsn, 
than to note the author's position in a country which 
holds undisputed sway in the division of medieins 
of which it treats, while the position of its traoalstar 
in a University which known no superior in a 
literary direction, is all the guarantee which will be 
asked of the merits of the translation. Whilt tLc 
work discloses a thorough familiarity with oonlam* 
porary litenilurc in its liue.it is nevertheless stamped 
throughout with the author's individuality. The 
reader is notcalk><l upon to read much of a contro* 
vcrsial nature, the plan of the work being a uniform 
and coherent doctrine. This is much to be pte> 
ferred to a dlsquisltiottal treatise, even though the 
statements of the author may occasionally border oo 
the dogmatic. The book is divided into six sections 
devoted respectively to Malformation, Anomalies io 
the Distribution of the Blood and nf the Lymph, 
Retrogressive Disturbances of Nutrition. Progroi- 
sive or Formative Disturbances of Nutrition. In> 
flammatoiy Orowths, Tunsors, and Paraaitea. 



The characterifitics of Dr. Pilcher's treatise lie in 
the clearness and conciseness of its style and in its 
adaptatioii to the neceasiUea of the general prsett- 

tioner. It starts out with a discussion of the prir 
j ciples of wound treatment. As subdivisions of this 
section it dtoeoaaea the general constdenthm of 

wounds, the immediate effects of wounds, 
the repairs of wounds, inflamation. the relations <d 
micro-organisms to wound-disturbances, asepsb sad 
anti'ttepsis. wound-cleauliue»!«, wound-disinfectioa^ 
and anti sepsis. Section II is devoted to the prsc- 
ticc of wouitd treatment, and this subject is treated 
of in chapters devoted respectively to the arrest of 
hcemorrhage, the general condition of the patient, 
the cleansing of the wound, appostliuu of the wound 
surfaces, protection against disturbances of healing, 
antiseptic dreasing^^, rest, the relief of disturbances of 
healing— inHamation, gangrene, erysipelas, seph- 
c^mia. Bpeclal wounds are then trestad of. Tlie 
vari*'ties that may occur in any part of the body- 
subcutaneous, incised, contused, lacerated, gunshot, 
external communicating with fractures of bones sad 

I i inT " iviTii ^ occupy a section consistiug of three 
chupterii. Wounds of tissues common to all psrts of 
the body-muscles, tendons, nerves and Idoodvesseb. 
' Lake up anotlicr section of two chapters. The closing 
section is devoted to wounds of spedal regions aul 
has four chapters devoted respectfully to woondi of 
the head, wounds of the neck aud of the throat, 
wounds of the abdomen — of the pelvis, and wound 
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of the extremities; — amputation. Tbe YOlume cloaes 
with a complete indux. 

It would be very strange indeed if in the multitude 
of books which are !«ing given out from a prolific 
press, some were not issued for which there is poai- 
tt-vdj no dmnud in the iMoeMltiM of the practi- 
tioner. TIk* iKxik before us is, however, emphatically 
not one of these. Id the somewhat chaotic condition 
of the pirofe«>iona] mind following the dethronement 

of Liaterism rmjicr, there 19 a demand for a work 
which stiail lay before the erery-day practitioDer in 
nadaUe fem end diverted of dtfloMneM. Om bart 

tneans of wound treattnent dOW in vogue TIiIr 
wnat is veiy completely supplied in Dr. Filcher'a 
tmtiMb taditi plea it gnlta detrif outlined lalbe 
i!fDO|Mie of lie oonlanii •■ glTHi •!»¥«. 

THK PjlTHOUXlT. DtAONOBIB AWD TrKATHKNT of WOlCMI.— ^ 

Oraily Hewitt, M. D., Load., F. R. C. P., Professor of 
Midwifery ftiiii I>iieu,v-H ijf womeo, Univenlty CoU«g«, and 
Obstetric PhysiciAti wj the Hodpital; formerly Pr»^id«nt 
of the Obstetric Society of Lundou; Honorary FclJ iw of 
the Obstetric Society of Berlin, etc t«t<' A New &molcan 
from the Fourth Kevtsed anil Eiilftr;,-' d Ixindou Edition, 
with 2)6 illuKtrationH tUiit«d with Notes and Addition by 
Harry Starion Sims, M. I) , Att<>ndin>; Surgeon to St. Eliza- 
beth's Hospital, New York, etc. In two Tolumee, octavo, 
MOjMCMeaoli. Piloe nor votuBia 1MB 
MewYgik: Bvndn^MBAOo. 

Hie f eetuns of tide tnatiie wldcli dtetii^ptMi tt 

from others on the same Biibjert ;Are concisely stated 
by the American e<litor: it iauiiiia on better nutri- 
trMoD. It adToeatM the meduuileel petli^onr of 

form.s of uterine disoiise, viz., tliat patliolopicul 
changes are produced by mechanical causes. The 
wood-cut illustratfoDa of uterine ditptaeementB are 
of life .size, whicli \% an aid to tlie beginner. We 
b»Te long known Uiat the nausea of pregnane; is a 
nenioeie. e reflex symptom wMeh tbe author shows 
very conclusively to be tht- result of some form of 
uterine distortion, and which is alwi^s relieved by 
proper mechanical treatment He further demon- 
stratcii moat satisfactorily that hysteria in all its 
protean forms is a uterine reflex symptom (not ovarian 

has been generally supposed), dependent always on 
flexion or malpoeitlMi; aad thai to tWMdy the latter 
Is to cure the former. 

The work will occupy a prominent pltice in tbe 
literature of gynSBOology both on account of its dis- 
tinguifibing features, as above stated and h<>eftu»e of 
the forcible and clear toanner in wbich it covers the 
nhoie field, of the mediaaieal part of the edition 
before us it only remains to say that it is ein^llent 
and particularly so in view of the price of the work. 
The ^pography and cute are eiieeuted in a maaaer 
wliich leaves nothing to be desired, while the paper 
and binding are quite up to the average. 

BuotKim or Hibtoloov. By £. Klein, M. D., F. R. S., Joint 
Lecturer on Ueneral Anatomy and Pbyaiology lu tbe Hedl- 
oal School oC St. Bartholomew's Hosgittal, Ixadoiu mas- 
timtad witii 181 eagrairlaga. 

miadelphia: BeoiyO. Lsa'sSon^Co. 

Oetnilfet Johii Willyoiiiic. 

Tlie Httle work before ua ia a ISmo. voltune of 

S50 p3gr > and is the first of a series which has been 
projected by its enlerpriaing publiahers to meet the 



growing demand for concise and authoritative 
manuals on the various branches of medical science 
I in a lAeap and portable form. The anthoie are weQ- 
known teachers or examiners who will present their 
subjects, including the latest developments, in con- 
dae and dear language. The aerlee will therefore 

be not only a hncm tn Rtnilrnt:^, but wil! servf the 
practitioner admirably as works for quick ireference. 
When complete the set wiU embrace fifteen pocket 
rize volumes of !W> 500 pages each, profusely and 
I accurately illustrated, and bound in red limp cloth. 
The f oOowiag Ave voluniea may now be aanounoed, 
and information concerning the remainder may be 
obtained from the publishers at an early date: 

ELamtSTB OF Histoloot. By E. Klein, M. D.. F. B- B., Joiat 
Lecturer on Ueneral Anatomy and Physiology In the MisJI 

cal School of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London. 

SvaoioAi. Patsolcot. By A. J. Ftepper, M. B., M. 8.. F. S. 
c. s.. SaigeeB and Lsetnrar to St. Italy's HMvllal. 

I Ix>nrlnn. 

I APPLitL s N AT XY. By Frederlek Treves, F. a. C. s.. Senior 
I OemonBinuor nf AnaiaBiy and AaaiataBa 8nnea i > as the 

I London Uospltal. 

HintAM PBYftioiiOOY. By Henry Power, M. B., F. R. O. a.. 
Anuniner tn ChjnlalaKr, Bef«l OoUace of aanee a a aC 

PATaoMoioAi. Obbmutbt. By Charles H. Balfe, M. i>., F. K, 
gp^ HsiliUnsacMnianeSthaLorttoaWeagHBL 

The series certainly promiprs *n he a vrtbiahlr; one, 
if the v(»lunie lx>forc us may be taken a« a criterion. 

Robert Clarke & Co., of 65 W. Fourth St., Cin- 
dimati, announce a catalogue of medical and suigi* 
cal books, periodicals and transactions from the 
libraries of two physicians lately deeeiu^cd. They 
will be pleased to send a copy to any address, upon 
appUoalioa. 



BTvmuR w. snnnr» m. 9.t 

It is within a few years only that sarcomata have 
been set aside as a dlsUnct class of tumors. The 
name, however, has long been used, and is one of 
those unfortimate worda bom in a time when the 
science of medicine was less exact, and living still 
when we wish it were dead. TLu term is derived 
from the Greek word meaning "flesh," and wat ap> 
plied fo ri!! prowths bftving a fle«liy appearance. 
I Lulur an attempt was made to confine the word to 
tumore of muaeular ttaaoe, the rayomata; but the 
obstinacy of these words is so great that the nttempt 
failed. On what grounds the term was adopted to 
head the present class are not known, as sarcomata 
are not characterized by a fte.Rhy iii)ixiirauce. 
j The class as it now stands comprises tumors for* 
I merly known aa eanoerous, recurrent flhrona, flbro* 

■ pla.'ilic, etc. 

I As at present understood a sarcoma is a tumor of 

1 * A a)-uopNU of a paper read Ixiforv tliv MlirrwPatholaKical 
I Club. 

1 tL«ctaiwoiiHlstoloffy,I)«tioitHedlcetC!ollaca. 



Digitized by Google 



7J5Eff MSDICAL AGX, 



the cuaaective tissue eltunn. sad tieiog very like, if 
not mlly. embryonic in ciiaracter. 

Emhrjonic connective tissue is onuKi.mil of hirgf, 
round, spindle or stellate cells joined togetiier by 
deUc«t« procesMB and embedded in * homogeMoiu. 
jelly-lilte suhifancc. 

Later this formless interoellukr sulwtance begins 
to flbrillate. Uw eelle dtminlsh Id rise end eveati^ly 
matured tissue result?. 

Kow, roughly speaking, tbe Uistory of embryonic 
la tbe blstoiy of laicomaloua tiaane, with tho excep- 
tion th.u in the latter developttieiit eeldom becomes 
complete. 

A Mieoma, then, la made ap of a maas of cdla 

pressed closely together, with a little homogeneous 
or slightly flbrillated intercellular substance. Like 
embryonic tissue it can, and often does, undergo 
development to a higher plane of connective tissue. 
Tiric ilt'vi injymcnt |a uaually partial, rarely going on 
to corupk'tion. 

If the intercellulHr ^ubetanoe flbrillate and increaie 
in quantity, tlie cells joiniup somewhat iu the pro- 
cess, fibrous tissue results aud we have a tibr<»-ear- 
eona: or the Usaae paitlally developa Into carUlage 
or bone and a chondro- or o^te<>'Barcoma is formed. 

The origin of the sarcumatti is, of course, from 
oonnedlve tiaenea naoally of the dmple aorta, aueb 
Rs the fibrous tissues, subcutaneous rnnnwtive 
tissues, neuroglia, adventitia of blood-vessels. Some- 
timea from tbe oooneetlve lubatanoea aa bone, carti- 
lage. 

They begin, apparently, by a return of the tissue 
to an embryonie state, and If eeen at tbta time are 

found to be rompniied of Isrfrr rr'ls with enormous 

nuclei and nucleoli embedded in the substance 
epoken of In oonoectlon with embiyooto timne; 

These cells are developed from the aumandiog 
tissue as well as by sulidivision. 

This toiUal form can generally be seeu in older 
aaroomata by examining the periphery; aa a charac- 
teristic of these tumors is that thqr are of a peri* 

phcric, not central gruwlh. 

When encapsuled. as they sometimes an, this 
Initial tissue can often be seen extending far beyond 
the capsule into the surrounding parts. ThU fact 
expluios the oftcDtime recurrence of theae tumors 
when removed. 3Iany surgeons, finding them en> 
capsuled, simply einicleale. when they are pretty 
sure to return through this tissue remaiuiug. 

Not only do they recnr loeally. bat they are some- 

tlmes hiK^'ly malifrnant. Their way to the system 
is usually through the circulation, and an examina- 
tion of the blood- vessels and their distribution wilt 
show why. 

Unlike cancer cells, which ore isolated in little 
pockets, those in sarcoma ate hi direct oontaet with 

the vessels, which are very abundant. Not only 
tills, but the vessel walls are very thin and often- 
times embryonic, allowing of rapid absorption. At 
Other times they have no distinct walla, Imk are 

grooved oiit, so to upeak, of the surrounding cells. 
So weak are these vesseU that they sometimes 



I rupture, forming blood cy^ts in the interior of the 
I tunora. Thdr thinness also aids to the frequent 

ncritrrencc of melaoosls (Note: The great majority 

of meknotio tumors are sarcomatous. > 
I Liympbatica have not aa yet been dlscorered. 
1 Tbe divisions of sarcomata i\re T>H!ied nn the 

various cell forms, and we obtain in this way tbe 

following general claseMicatloo: 

Round celled \ 

Spindle celled > 

Myeloid or jjiuiu celled sarcoma. 
Mixtures of the various shapea often occur. 
Of the rouud celled sarcoma: 
They bear a great resenibltincc to the newer layers 
of granulatioD tissue. The cells resemble lymphoid 
cells, only, as a nile, la^t^er Tfie Intercellular sub- 
stance Is tolerably abundant, and may be homo- 
I geneone, fibrHlated or granular, generally tlm latter. 
I They are soft and of a grayish color 
' They grow from the skin, fascia, peiiosteum and 
I connective tlmnea generally. When growing from 
[ the neurog:lia they constitute a "glinma*' and may 
: then lie set in a mesh of vessels (rare) or the cells 
(ttlll being round) may have little pwc ea een )Q(ning 
one to the other 
^ Alveolar sarcoma comes under this head wid wsa 
, firatdeacrlbed by Biltrotb. 

i Unlike otiier sarcomata this shows the cells 
' grouped together in a stroma, somoUilog after the 
. manner vH eardnoma. They differ from (he latter 
in having the cells connected directly with tbe 
stroma, sliowiog they are conneotiTc tiasue and not 
I epithelial odU. 

I They occur in booei, maada and the akin. In the 

latter situation they are often multiple and aie 
liable to ulceratlous. 'I'hey are not commoD. 

This round celled variety la quite maHgnaat, tba 
softer ones being sometimes exceedingly M. 
Of the spindle-ceiled sarcomtt: 
Formerly known as recurrent fibroid, ia the moet 
common of all the varieties. 

Those with small cells arc qidte hard, contain a 
little homogeneous or slightly fibrUlated intoroellnlar 
I suhftnnce. nnd, under the microscope, greatly rtv 
I scmble a simple tibroid. The cells are very small— 
I MOOO to 11600 inch in Icmgth-HMWtaln a laiga 
, oral nxicleae and nneleolas and are arranged in 
j bundles. 

This variety is eometimea eneapanled and ia not 

I very mnitgnitnt, although they tend to recur iooally 

when removed. 
Those with large spindle oelle are much aofter» 

contain little or no intercr11u!»r SUbstanoe, whloil. 
i when present, seldom tibrillates. 

The cdla are very large, contain one m- more large 
I nuclei and bright nucleoli. 

Unlike the small celled tumor they are seldom en- 
capsuled, are of very rapid growth and exceedingly 
malignant. 

Melanotic sarcoma comes under this head, as tbe 
great majority of them are of this variety. (Any 
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Barcotna. however, can be nielaooUc.) The pigment 
in them is deposited in granules in the cefts, aome> 
times in the intercellular substanco. Otherwise they 
resemble ordioary narcomata. They have been 
ciMaifted wpMntely for the reafloa that the aeoood- 
ary tumors of this cln«3 nrc also nufuiiotlc, shnwinc: 
that the pigmentation ia probably not occidental but 
inherent. 

They prow from the ch oroiU uml the sltin. where 
coloring matter is normally preaeot. Old warty 
giowllM, navi* ste., cu t*k« thia form ol growth. 

This varli^f ia the most malignant of all the 
narromatn, i^owJng secondarily in distant orgM18» 
allhuugh not »u apt to recur locally. 

Of the mjekHii or glut oalled aareonia: 

This variety I'S distiu^uishL-il tiy the enormous cells 
with numerous nuclei and nucleoli, quite identical 
with the giant cella of. yaang marrow, acatterad 
through its substaiK e. These cells are not confined, 
however, to this class, but may frequently be found in 
the other viarietlea. It la the namuer of them that 
determine tne tumor. These cells alone never com- 
pote a tumor, but are usualiy combined with the 
the large spindle cells. 

Theae tumora are Tery freely aapplled with blood 

rcpscis. gonutime to tho fxt -r r that a rlistinct pulsa- 
tion can be felt. They grow in connection with 
bone, partlcuhurly the beada of the long bonea and 
ffom lh( |>eriosteum. When occurring in the 
pertoeteum erf the jaw they form a variety of epulta. 
Again, they may originate In the marrow cavlltoa. 
oxpiindlng the l>one over them and thinning it like 
an <^i: shell. They are the least malignant of all 
aaicomata. Thia ia all I ahall say of the purer 
varieties. 

There are other peculiar forma arising usually in 
some degenerative change or metamorphosis in tlie 
tumor, or in tbealtuntions in which they giow. 

Through myxomnlous dcjicncnitloti we pet a large 
amount of inttrccllular suhsluncr ami a changing of 
many cells int*) fine stetlute foruis having little pro- 
cesses Joining each together. Theae are the mfxo- 
sarcomata. 

Vflloua sarcoma— growing rn>m the adventitiu of 
Wood-Vessels. The \vfin> of the vessels nre swelled 
with and Anally surrouodi'd by the growth. At the 
aame time aome of the oetia form layma very tike 
endothelium nnnind the ves'sel"'. These viptms 
growths are then sometimes culled enduthehuuiii. 

Theae tumors appear in serous membranes 
particularly in the brain. 

Bomctim«;s the hitle knots of endothelium spoken 
of above calcify, and then they greatly resemble 
starch gmnule*; and are quite identical with the 
brain saad. Tumors contaioiog this sand are called 
"paBmmomB,"and are.aa aeen.deBeeadanta of ▼lllo«a 
sarcoma. (This statement i.s disputed.) Paammoma 
is quite rare and not malignant. 

As a last sort I shall speak of the pleiifom or 
adenoid sarcoma, found in the bmin, orbit, and 
some glands, usually the parotid. 

Little cylinders and balls of aarcomatous tissue 



are foroit.'d, which are composed of small c«lU. 
Theae pmh between the various toyera and Into the 
•(pace.* of the tissue invaded. In these little cy'inders 

I blood vessels are formed and the centem take on a 

I Hbrous appearance. A craaa section, at this stage. 

I uppetir^ like a number of gland tubules, whence the 

' name atieooid. 

I Whea the central portion of these cylinders under • 
goes II hyiiliii - di ^'eiu iation ihey appear more plainly 
and the tumor is then spoken of a "cylindroma." 

With this I have given you a synopsis of this class 
of tumor.4, siufficient. 1 hope, to enable you the more 
readily I > study the spefimens now laid before you. 
Most of ihem arc quite characteristic, aud yuu uued 
but to see them once to recognize them again. In 
; others differential dia;j:nosi«i i.s called for. It is by 
. no means easy to tell in an instant some spindle 
I celled aarcomata from rimple fibroid uimon, but by 
. comparing tumors that you krvv tn h • theooe and 
I the other, a distinct difference m seeu. 

1 Again, alveolar aarooma and alao the pleiiform 
variety, greatly resemble carcinoma, but with high 
powers, such a confaston should seldom arise. 
I The more you atndy theae tumors eolleetlviriy. the 
more are you impressed with their riurlits be a dis- 
tinct class, for xhey all have a family resemblance 
that dlllm markedly from all other vnrfettaa. 



fipUtexls. 

I A PAPBB KBAO BKPORB TIIE DETftOIT A« ADKMT OV 

ICKDICIKK. 13Y .r. E. CLARK, II. P..* 
' DETKOIT. MICH. 

The mucous membrane covering the nasal foes® is 
chiefly supplied with blood from the internal 

j maxilliiry artery, a few l!r:r;r"ii'-i from the ophthal- 
, mic. however, are distributed to the ethmoidal cells, 
the frontal sinuses and the roof of the nose. 
Thf- l)ran< lie-, from these arteries are so extremely 
I small as to render a division or rupture of them,as a 
I rule, a matter of little importance. ' Tn some In- 
I stances, however, hn'morrhag^" ore ur fri)ra these 
' parts highly embarrassing to the physician and 
equally hasardous to the patient, for occasionally 
they bifHe every expedient of the most experienced 
to restrain. It is well, therefore, no matter how 
trifling ibis biemorrhage may appear, to always pay 
it a certain amount of attention. The organization 
of the S( hiii iderian membrane with its intricate 
net work ui arterial and vcnoun circulation sub* 
Jacent renders It peculiarly favorable to congestions 
with the attendant tendency to ha inorrhage. 

Nose-bleed is a very common occurrence with the 
young, espeeially as the age of puberty approaches, 
and before the menstrual cpofh in young girls. In 
these coses it is chtetly due to an incidental plethora 
or eoogeatlon of the mucous membrane con^tuUng 
the entooic hamorrhagea of aome writers. It is of 

«IYor«<i8oror lieuerol ciMmtotrr and Piqrsics, JUtiliicaa 

College u( M«h1Ic10(». 



Digitized by Google 



880 



IBS MEDICAL AGS. 



trivial imporUoce, for the mwt pari being ooDserva* i 
tive, tendiiig to i«Uev« the engo^^ capUlMiet. md | 
If persistent is oasllj' controlled by prone position, ' 
the applioatioa of cold to the nape of the neck and 1 
forahcMl, and a dew of magneric milphale. I 

In adultii, however, the constant recurrence of the 
symptom is of much moze serious import; here it 1 
mey be due to pleihofa with teadeikey to< oerabnd 
congestion, or a CHchectic state of the system with 
ansemia and a defldeai^ of the ooagulable portion 
of the blood. Undar then obomnitaDoea the 
hnmorrhage being essentially arterial, great danger 
to the life of the patient is to be apprehended unless 
the most energetic measures are adopted to restrain 
and control the flow. 

In all diseases in which there is decrease of fibrin 
in the blood, with increase of red blood corpuscles 
such as pfmnia, eapliomiiia, purpura hsemor- 
rhagica, scurvy, etc., nasal hapmorrhage to an alarm- 
mg extent frequently occurs, and by its debilitating 
efleet on the general ijileai fiteqaent)j beoonna the 
caus** nf tlic" moBt serious aymptoms. 

in diaeasos of the spleen we frequently Und this 
condition tneeent, it being a gland eonoemed In the 
disintegration of tlie (-nrrmsrlr-^ of the hlooii which, 
if not performed must result in chemical cUauges in 
that fluid eventoaily pvodudng a dlieaae of the 
gland itself, tending to leucorythfemia find hiemor- 
riisges from mucous surfaces, from causes supposed 
to be due to 'Regeneration of yeeeds In conse- 
quences of nn.i'iniii or obstructed circulation, an ag- 
gregation of the leucocytes, a wateiy state of the 
bieod fay ivhicb its flow ia fodlftated, or an imper- 
fect character of the coagula." The hsBmorrhagic 
diathesis presents another condition of Um qrttem in 
which an epistaxia will be found dUBeutt to control 

In the extremely plethoric, epistaxis is frequently 
a premonitory symptom of apoplexy and cerebral 
hemorrhage, a valuable diagnostic sign. In typhoid 
fever it is an eeriy symptom, also occurring later in 
the disease, generally iil the crisis indicating a favor- 
able prognosis. It accompaaies many pyrexia! dis- 
turbnnees, is premonitory in measles, of frequent 
occurrence in bKmorrhagic purpura, in whi' fi it 
profuse; it i» also present in relapsing fever oud m 
variola mnligna. In the late jiStam fever scourge 
many patients apparently convalescent werf Ht- 
tacked with epistaxis with fatal results, although in 
this dbeaee it is usually oonflned to the third stage. 
It has occasionally been the cause of a fatal result in 
cases of diphtheria wiiere ulcerations of the nasal , 
foesA have been followed by qrmptoms of septl- I 
cffimia. 

The treatment consists in the internal administra- 
tion of ergot and astringenUi with styptics and com- 
pn .■^fioii externally. Of -typtlcs Monad's p.nvdor 
by insufflation, ferric chloride solution or other 
prspsmtioas ot iron, tannic acid, and the applica- 
tion of the Ice bag to the forehead and nape of the 
nedt are much used. In cases where cold is indi- 
cated, however, I much p««fer a spray of sulphuric 
ether as bsii^ more convenient, more easily applied i 
and akudtuMmpronounoed In Us effect. Inappiying 



it, it is better to cover the part with a tliin layer of 
absorbent cotton. I am not awain that this mettiod 

has over been ippl-i d excci)ting by myself, but my 
experience teacheu me to have no hesitation in re- 
comniending It as well worthy your conaldentioo. 

Thr i'h~;-:.uf r,,,.,rl by physi f i Tin s in ca.ses whirVi 
have failed l4> u < umb to other modes of treatment 
has been that ( f piu^^'ging the posterior nates with 
cotton by means of a Bcllocq's sound or a flexible 
catheter passed along the floor of tlie nasal cavity 
and drawn through the mouth, forming an attadi> 
ment for a pledget of cotton which was by tliis 
means inserted in the posterior cavity. Considerable 
difllculty is experienced with this method in hyper- 
sensitive patients, so much so 0Mk Dr. Spear, in tlie 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, suggests laying the 
patient upon liis hack and introducing through the 
nasal cavity into the pharynx a fine chain or string 
of niftflHic iK-a l? The patient is then brought into 
I an cruet pusiliun and easily eoujehs the weight for- 
I wanl when the opecntkn of plugghig Is ptoeeeded 
I with as usual. 

iThe result of this operation is usually satisfactory, 
but no provision Is made for a case In which from 
j tetanus or other cause it is impn^sihlc to s^/parate 
the maxUIiariee. A case of \hu kind io which an 
nbscsss was forming at the angle of the Inferiot 
maxillary, drew my attention to the subject, and on 
looking up the literature on the point, I find a case 
report^ In Zlemssen. Vol. 1. page 16B, in whidi a 
piitit-nt died, owing to tetanus prcventin^r the ortho- 
dox application of the plug. liecently I have de- 
vised a method— original so far as I am concemed — 
which ( uusists in the introduction <>f a rubber bag. 
pyriform m 6bai><-, with a rubber tube attached, 
somewhat r es e m bling n Barnes^ uterine dilntor, A 
little cosmoline with a small quantity of a S^rptle 
powder, if thought best, is applied to the bag and it 
is then rolled up on its long axis and introduced 
into the cavity by ttie nostrils. It is then inflate^] by 
l)lowing into the tube and .<e<'ur('d T)y a piece of 
twine. It produces the required corapnjBsion, assists 
j in producing coagulation, and is preferable. In my 
opinion, to the method pursued in ordinary cases. 
It is easily withdrawn on allowing the confined air 
to escape. 



A Nkw SvBtPTOM FOR QuiSlNE.— lillard's 
Medical Journal: At Croton, New York, common 
drugs are sold at all the stores. Recently, an Irish- 
woman entere<i one of tbcm, hiuI said to H new clerk: 
" Would you bo afther putting up for me a pound 
of Queen Anne's powders?" The clerk took down 
a package of Royal baking powder, and was doing 
it up. whensiie exclaimed: "Not that at aii; me 
Pathrick is dck wid the African fever." "The 
what fever?" inquired the clerk. "The nigger 
fever." replied the woman. "And ye should see 
poor Pathrick bbake. He hasn't a tooth left." Tiic 
woman got the quinine which she wanted. 
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I>-VKrSTUiATION8 IK REQARD TO MkNSTRUATIOK 

AMD OvDLATioM. — I.<eopold, of Dfesdeo, (Arcbiv. 
fur Oynilkologio, XXI., S; American Joamal of Ob- 
MdiieB), who bas done so mucb good work in Uila, 
as ■well as in other fields of >r> iH'Cologi( ul rpsparrh, 
pertinently alludes to tbc diniculty of arriving at 
poaitive conclusiona upon tbis subject, in respect to 
which hifi own invi stigutions bt-gfin to be published 
in lb77. The changes which menstruation causes in 
the eonditlon of Uw uterine mnoona membrane ; the 
relations of menstnmtion to ovulruinn, whether the 
auUuratiOD of an egg is pcrio<lical or not; whether 
Qm coriNis hitoom repvewmts a typioal tnnsfoTBm- 
lion; whether oviilatinn precedes or fonow55 mrt,- 
Mruation; and how, as to time, meustruattou, the 
rttptture ot s follicte, and • ooueqiwdt pngatxicy, 
are related, arc subjects and questions in regard to 
whioh nothing is settled and positive. The author 
•ddmset blnwelf f n this paper to th« quesUoo. as to 
ttii reiittioii. in repurd to time. i>f the maturing of 
an egg, the rupture of a follicle, aod the formation 
of a Mrpu$ lutevm at the monthly flow. Six years 
Imve been (»( cupied in exuminiiii? niulerijil, whieli 
was removed from women who had undergone c»s- 
tntlon, or who had died only a short time before 
such removal. Twenty-nine cases arc included in 
his aeries, covering periods of time which vary from I 
Uw Unit to the tblrty-flfth day from the beginning of 
the last menstruation. The microscopic appearance 
in each case is also represented in beautiful, litho- 
graphic plates, thus adding to the interest and the 
value of the work Valuiililu as are the facta ob- 
tained by the autilysis of these cases, the author doen 
not regard Lhem m esitablisbing dxed priuciples. 
TlMy are rather to be considered as aooatrfbotioii of 
yjrnhabilities which will, some day. enter into the 
argument whereby these principles will be estab- 
liAed. As Ngards the Otaallan follicles the pro* 



babilitiea are that one or more are always present in 
a mature condition; any great excitement, coitus, for 
example, may rupture one, either at once, or on the 
following day ; bonce a healthy woman is liable to 
conceive at any time during the child bearing perlinl. 
If pronounced uucutia, or chronic iuflauiumtion uf 
the ovaries exists, it Is probable that conception will 
not orrur, thon^'li menstruation may be rejrular, the 
cause being thai the follicles are poorly nourished 
and do not rapture and diachaige thtir ova. Two 
or more fonri'^uous follielea may coalesce and rup- 
ture simultaucuusly; this may liave a bearing upon 
the question of moltiple pregnancy. These foiiidea 
vary in size find yet may he eqnall)- mature. Their 
distention with blood may be the cause of dysmeoor- 
rhoa. The seoond series of probabilities is with 
reference to the corpora lutea. In the first day of 
its history it is a ruptured follicle filled with blood ; 
on the third It is a large blood cavity. From 
the eighth day api)earH a fine iiorder. wliilc the cen- 
ter of the cavity remains distinct. From the twelfth 
day the border becomes thicker, and folds are devel- 
oped in it. From the sixteenth day it assumes a 
yellow tinge. About the twentieth day the cavity 
btigins to contract, the border becomes yellower, and 
sends out rays, in the shape of narrow folds toward 
the center. Contraction continues from the twenty- 
fourth to the thirty-fifth day, the latter t;«ing the 
limit at which these observations were made. Cor- 
pora lutea an» typical and atypical, the former he 
giuniug during tlie menses, the latter lielwcen them, 
aad since the latter originate during the ehb of the 
pelvic tide, tliey are not so well provided with nour- 
ishment, and hence have a briefer history. It is 
therefore evident,, if the foiegoing be true, that men- 
struation may ooear without ovulation, likewise that 
ovulation may ooenr without men-struation; a mature 
follicle nay rapture al any time. The following 
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propnntinn? in rrg-nr l ro mcnslrufltion arc also 
offered; it U a pbeuomenoo wUidi is peculiar to the 
iBBMle oisBttlim. tbe origin of wldeh is lo the 
ovaries, its means of exU-rnal expression In the 
uterus. Oa account of its periodicity, it is to be 
reekotied in th« category of oth«r rhythmical yital 
plifnomcna, us the pulse and the respiniliou. Pmof 
that meiutruaUoa is fundamentally a function of tht 
oraries lies in the fact that thdr mnoval causes its 
disappearance. It is true that the uterine mucous 
aembrsne shares is the recurring monthly conges- 
tion of tile pelvic organs, but it must \m Ijornc in 
mind that the perio<lic^l congestion of the ovaries 
liftH probubly loni; existed l)efore the iiterinr men- 
strual pbeuomeuH appear. Tbe latter also greatly 
infloenced by oonstitutional condlUona It is prob- 
ably safe to my that the external manifesto tion of 
menstruation is entirely dependent upon the auatom- 
leal oondition of the uteraa, especially aa lo its 
mucous membrane. According 'o Pfliijrer. the t-x- 
citing force of menstruation is tbe continuous 
growth of the omles. and the Oraaflan follielce, bat 
not fhrir ]iprio(licaI maturation. 

As lias tieen already rcmarlbBd« much remains to 
be dearsd up and settted in r^ard to this oompre- 
hensive and important subject. The ouiltr.-- is 
sketched by tbe author in the following suggestions: 
1. The process hy which the folUde ts opened, and 
\\\>: time when it wrcurs, wiidiier at a jKriod, or I n 
tween periods, is to be carefully investigated. Ttus 
win reqtiire the edUeetlon of many specimens, and 
the further study of the typical and atypical corpus 
Inteum. 2. The tulies, as well as the uterus, in 
normal cases, must be interrogated, just after an 
ovule has been liberated from the ovary. Fresh 
specimens from castration operations will be of avail 
for this purpose. 8. We must find out whether 
ovulation ceases before tbe menopause occurs, and 
bow long a time before; also whether it begins l)e- 
fortt menstruttiiou, and if .^^o, how long before. 
4. Whether tat severe cases of amemia, and similar 
troubles, the maturation of follicles is delayed, or i."* 
entirely placed in abeyance, u. Whether fotiicies 
which have coalesced mature, and dlschaige their 
collective contents at the same time. (t. What sig- 
nificance attaches to tbe blood-follicles? 

How Othkrs See Fs.— .\ French rhlel (M. 
Poncet) has been amang us takln' notes, which he 
has gmie home and printed io Lyon MMfcale 
Americans, even of this generation, have smrrdv 
gotten over the indignation aroused by the record of 
theeiperlenoeof liurtia Chufslewltand his friend 
Mark Tapley, and it need not be wondered at if the 
stoiy which the Gaul has told should prove a little 
galling. (The pun is really accidental.) No fellow 
likes to be told his f.iuUs, and the more actual and 
apparent the latter are the more irritating it is to 
lukve the pabllo gaae directed at them. This Is, per- 
haps, not just as it should bt-, but it is human. The 
time may come when bishops will love the genus 
OU Bias; when U does Ihe eoasctoiitloiia loonunit's 
millettiam will have dawned. 



M. Poncet, of course, viHitr-d mir iMPtr-m hospita's 
and medical schools, but we will not tell what be 
says of them. His comments on anthropological 
and sociological features of this country are (juitc 
sufficient. He says our women are deficient io 
peetxtt, that the mammary glands are hot little de- 
veloped, and that the upper part of their bodies, 
apart from the head, which is often very beaatifbl 
and expressive, ie disappointing in volume. The 
pelvis and lowor limbs, on the other band, are well 
developed. He was frequently struck with thcM; 
characteristics at the hospitals. He thinks that tbe 
tendency of the female population is towards steril- 
ity, even the fr cund Oerman lendins; to be<?ome less 
productive on Irausplantation to these shores. 

His sociological impressions are probably the most 
interesting. Domestic 'if* he says, is held at small 
value. While the fcniale lacks in ;>«"Wu* she exceU 
m intellectual culture, in which latter she is the 
male's superior The male lives little at home, being 
so thoroughly absorbed in those pursuits through 
which he smsssss the means whfch secure for tte 
female that leisure which permits of her mental im- 
provemenk The taste for travel and the ease with 
which one estaUishes a domicDe at a boatding house 
are farther ohstades to the growth of fiuBily aftoiv 
tion. 

K. PoDoet was evidently not fsiroraUy impresesd 

with the American cuisine iti 1 table manners. A 
contemporary thus translates and condenses his re- 
marks on these points: 

If there i.** any truth in the proverb, "Tell ine wh.it 
you eat, and I will tell you what you are," it is am- 
ply llhuttnted In the New Worid. The Amerieso 
does not eat, he simply fills himself; his sole desirr 
is lo satisfy htmgcr, and if he can secure quantity 
quality is of little importance: hence one frequently 
sees him ingest a lot of fowl standing up, or scarody 
seated, at a counter. There are fixed hours between 
which meals may be had, and food must be taken at 
those times whether one be hungry or not. .V des- 
potic, all-powerful public opinion, which no one dan«i 
defy, decrees the hours for eating. The meiUs tdt 
always beguE .v i fi h square block of rancid butter, 
having an odor of marf^arine. A pau^ of fifteen t> 
twenty minutes givc» time to attempt the digestion of 
this compound, and then you find yourself SOT* 
rounded b)' a variety of little di'-tu «• which you ex 
pressed an intention to eat. It matters not that they 
become cold, for do you not see anmnd yon *^ 
miKxes dp= ladies, des genttemens" eatinp watermelon 
with chiekeu. and currant jelly with cutlets and 
salad! Behind your chair Is one negro who fans 
you, and another who puts ice in your plitss. Th^ 
writer apparently was not struck with the number 
of oor religions, but it does not escape him that we 
have but one sauce, and that like glue, by which 
otherwise good meats are ruined. Our eggs have a 
queer, stale, animal flavor, which Is supposed to re* 
suit from the liens beiiij: fed ur>on meat that they 
may lay more. Coru is a favorite article of food, 
and though eaten In virtoin waya b most elira 
boiled oa the cob. Three or four of these cvlidder* 
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•re not too much for a lover of this cert-al tvho wUl 
gnair oS the grains with his teeth, and preaenUj 
leave nofUiif Imt "to eomMM." 

Thrrc nrr. it Tnif ^r-vcrnl Lr<-Hir! r>'st:H]rant« in 
New York where one is tterveU uiore or leas J if 
J>^«Mifslw, but the prices we proldbKoiy. tt b sor- 
pn^incT to the writer that there no good hotels or 
restaurants, but he can only explain tt on tlie ground 
that the Tankee it endiantedl with whatever he finds 
in his own country, and has ns limited aspiratiDns in 
matters of the table as in the fine arts; to gi?e him 
aaytidiiir better would be lost trouble: be would not 
avail himst'lf uf it. 

The sum total of all this is that in America one 
livee very batlly. and the writer can scarcely believe 
that it Is likely to be selected as a couotry in which 
to travel for pleasure. The inhabitant of this coun. 
try has a isrood opinion of himself and of his nation- 
ality which Rurpasaes all that one can ima^ne. and 
Jfftves the rlitiunnikim at the French, and the arro- 
gance of the English, far in the backi^rouDd. A view 
of the situation which lends ns to suspect that the 
peculiar American humor eeeaped M. Poncet'a com* 
prehenrion altogether. 

After first readhig flieae ImproMlona uf M. Poncet. 
of which the above are examples, we experienced a 
feeling akin to that caused by seeing Sardou's 
'*OB«la aam" whan lint brought out lo PiMis. and 
which phrased itself :n "a nionslrmi^ r :tricature;" 
but second thoughts will uot permit one to deajr that 
tiiere la a large aubatralum of truth upon wUeh lo 

hnw thf ('iMifidrnrc« rnriccrnini.' his trial:- which the 
writer makes to his fellow>townsmen, nor Is the 
view of our eeo^pubtle taoKl and ateamboat life a 

\( ry distorted one, especially when taken by a 
Frenchman on a summer trip and without his mu 
rvufii &>kd pe(i^ jHtm, 



Dm Dk. Haouuv cbs Dr. Kkith OpmuteT— 

Dr. O. E. Ilcrrick, of Grand Rapids, Mirh.. ha-s the 
following on thlamomentoua question: I notice in 
lale nttmben of the Mbdical Aob and Detroit 
Lancet thai I am made to appear as a wi)uUl-be 
critic of foreign gyQecolugi!»ts — an honor I must 
respectfully deellne to accept under existing circum- 
Htances. I only make this brief statement of facts 
for the reason that a large number of the readers of 
the two journals named cannot have seen the article 
which Dr. Sutton took exceptions to and which the 
Jjinccl slates he corn;cled. The article in question 
was upon " Extirpalion of the Uterus," and was 
read before the Grand Rapids Medical Society be- 
fore being printed In ihc Obstetric Gazette. I simply 
took the ground that the operation of extirpation of 
the uterus was, as a rule, not justifiable, and for the 
two reasons: if made for malignant disenw' the 
liability of its early return made the end obuuoed 
not worth the risk taken: sod if made for any other 
than malljrnant disease the mortality attending the 
operation rendered it unjustifiable. I also cited in 
the paper an insunoe, reported In a medical Journal, 
when the operation bad been nude in Berlin for 



procidentia uteri, comou'utinL' ;t- fnllowK upon it: 
"It seems almost incredible titat any one, and espe- 
efadly a great gynecologist^ should extirpate the 
I uterus for prolapse, and surely no one but a great 
I gynecologist with his reputati(Hi made, past the 
I possibility of having it pulled down, could make 
I such an operation and escape criminal prosecmtion.'* 
' I then added that 1 thought "an operation for clos* 
: ing the vagina would be much more warrantable 
after all ordinary measun^ bad failed." The fore- 
, goiiiir t(>t,'ether with some slight hints on how those 
I long tables of Kuropeaii -itatistics appeared to the 
average American reader, made up the paper. In 
. the issue of tlie Obstetric Gazette fallowing the pub- 
licatioD of my article, I found I bad stirred up a 
veritable masked battery which not only Included 
me in if<5 ranpe, but also a "Michigan professor of 
surgery" and a "Chicago colleague," whom he 
mentioned as hmdng Tsoeived a "gnat revefartton" 
at his (Dr. SVi Imnds. I do not know whom the 
I Chicago pupil is, but, doubtless, he is appropriately 
j thankful for the gratuitous information impwted by 
his Pittsburgh teacher. Tt could hardly have been 
Prof. A Iteeves Jackson, for he read a paper before 
the American Gynecological Society at Its last meet* 
1 ing, denouucmg the operation of « vtirpatl u th<' 
Uterus as unwarrantable under any circumstances, 
and the UMnbevs endorsed the senHnwnt to a man^ 
with the single exception of Dr. Sutton. Any one- 
at all interested in the subject should read the report 
of the society's dlicusston. 

Dr. Sutton suggests that I correct the shams in> 
Michigan professors instead of finding fault witt» 
foreigners. I must respectfully decline Iwth under" 
I takings. So far as the Michigan professor is con^ 
[ cernwl I think that even Dr. Sutton has signally 
I failed himself lo correct to any great extent the 
i shams he speaks of. These shams, I am constrained 
to believe, exist purely in his imagination, for I 
have failed to liad any such laoi^uage as be quotes, 
and I have n printed copy of Dr. Maclean's article 
before me, as also nn open lettt r from that gentkO' 
man, which 1 enclose with this statement.* 

[ * Tlip ofx>n lett«^r to w(ii>-h Dr. Merrick refers, and which 
fie ill A private note n-^iiiests us to piibliRh. is lioili ton long, 
of too penonal a nature wad of too littie geaeni prof oaalonul 
interest to warrant the conmmpUoa of space which lt» r«- 

; prodttction io CnU would mpilie. *—^'rc that Um tao- 

' KoaeawUiehDr.BattaBqliafewlBattribiita^ 

j (hB latter taiias mar Iwrla^si^lofail 11, aad lites to Ua 

I pabBihsa paper te supporter Me eroUJ. Reieproduoaealso 
an extract from a letter from Dr. Keith, of Edinbiuxh, In reply 
to one written that minUemati. calllnir attention to Dr. Sut- 
tou'ft Statement i ri'iimUucfd In tlie Detroit lancet l)> tlf 
i^litor, his [Ma'-lean'sl near iieiKhhor ami nvowed i>er*oiia! 
friend l'], l>r. L<»artu» Connor," i that hr 1m ii h'l liml toltl litiii 
(Button) that Ur. Maclean had never .<«t-en liini Keith) 
operate. This extract is as follows: "There are Mt niauy 
risttors and stransora. always coming and coInK, that had I 
used tbeae words— and if Dr. Sutton uys I did, then I beUev« 
biro— I moat at tbe time hare mixed you up in my mind with 
sooeotlwrortlwAnMtlesBiiatsuiia who are psytnir aaeh 
flylBg virita, and jron «sn saaOy underrtand how tbeae vet 
mixed up in one's ndnd. Very poMlbiy this outy be the ex- 
planation, and the inl«takr- may be mine.'' 

We have gladly accorded Dr. Berrick the opportimitj of 
eapMning hoar liii name esaae to to ntsed up ia tUs 
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UvDUAaQYSUM F011MA.ICIDATUM.— Dr. James C. 
WUwMi noently nad un Intensttiig paper on thit 

new preparation before the Philad<'l]>!iin rtmnty 
Medical Society (Medical Times) from wiiiclt tbe 
toUowliig la ooodMed: TWarda die deee of Utft 
year, Prof. Lifhroifh proposi'd. in a meeting of the 
Berlin Medical Society, a new drug for ttie treat- 
meikt of syphilis by the bypodennle metihod. 
Chemicall}' this druj; belongs to tlin amide frroup. 
Liebreich was led to use it from tbe fact tiiat tbe 
ordfauny amides of the body, of which urea Is the 
principal one, are eliminated in an undeeomposed 
State. Wben, howeyer, tbe amide is in combioa- 
tfon with a metal, deoompodttoo occurs, and the 
metal is reduced and deposited. Liebreich found, 
l>y actual experiment, that this statement is true of 
mercury. It is supposed that tbe formamidatcd 
mercury, after hypodermic injecthm, qndergocs de- 
cnmpoqltion, and that the metal mercury is set free 
in the tissues. The preparatiou is soluble ia water, 
of Mirtral leaotioD, doea not coagulate albameo, la 
not precipitated by caustic soda, and tlie presence 
of mercury can }>e demonstrated by polui>siutu sul- 
phide. It produces its eilects very msely and 
rapidly. Llebrcioh regards it as the best remedy 
known for the hypodermic treatment of syphilis by 
memny, as it is but little liable to excite local 
troubles or saMvatlon. Later (Medical Times and 
Gazette. July 7, 1883) we find that Prof. Zoisscl. in 
Tlemia, after trial of CUs remedy lo llfteeo caaee of 
8y;ihi1:=, "ivris nt'll satisfied with the results. In 
three cases salivation was produced. Some pain 
followed ill iBjectioiai. whldi waa not, however, ao 
severe as that following the hypodermic n?r nf mw- 
curie chloride. Twenty injections waa the maximum 
aumber leqabed to dispeiae the manifeetetlona even 
in severe cases. 

Dr. Scbacbt, of Berlin (New Bemedies, Sept., 
1888), writes as foHowi: 

•'Formamide is a colorless liquid, boiling at about 
lt>5° C. which can be distilled without decomposi- 
tion only in vacuo. It is prepared by acUng upou 
formate of ethyl by ammonia. When pure it ia 
neutral, but easily becomes acid. 

"If a concentrated solution of formamide be 
boOCd with predpltatsd memvte oxide, decomposi- 
tion ensues, and metallic mereiiry is separated. 

"On the other baud, if a dilute Holutiou of forma- 
mide he wanned on the water-bath with precipitated 
m'Tfiiric oxide, a clear colorless solution resulL^, in 
which soda (hydrate of tKxiiuai) pruduce^ no pre- 
dictate. Sidphide of ammonium, however, pre- 
cipitates the merrury of sulphide, both from the 
formamide of mercuric ciiloride. Solution of aibu- . 
men is imdpitated by the latter salt but not by ttie 
fonnauide. 



lag oar eotuiBiisto be auMla Uie lwt(l»cnHnid for 

conU'st. We were tndoced la nottea It oHglnany mUmt 
because of its "amenltlea** than b«eaiiae of any Intrfawic 
Inportaiiee wlilch attached to it. Tlic i- a,Tirtt)>:jtii will 
pleaM rpimir to some rt^Ured !»po(<Uie ooiuiuns ot Uio Dr. 
MacleAn'8 owu journal, the Pbrridan aaid 8wvBan,forlB- 
■tanoe.) and flghtitout. E».} 



"Formamide of merctaiy is prepared in the follow- 
Ing manner: ten to Ihiiteen grammes of frsddy prs. 

cipitnted, completely wa?:h( d ,.rid sti'l moist iner 
curie oxide are gently warmed wiih a iitilt: water in 
a poroehdn capsule, with gradual addltioB ef in 
grammes of formamide. As soon as solution has 
talceo place, the resulting colorless liquid is flltersd 
Into a Utrs-llask. and the latter tlUed to the Hin- 
mark with distilled water. Each cubic centimetre 
contains 0.01 gramme of mercury, which is tbe 
quantity representing one hypodermic dose. IVmia* 
mideof mercury lieeps well in brown-colorsdbotllss, 
and should also be diapenaed in these." 

In a note from Vienna (Hedical Newa. October 
13, 188»), it is stiuod that Prof. Neumann is now 
trying hydrargyrum formamidatum on a large scale 
as an anti sypldiitic. It is used hypodermically in 
doses of one euUc osntimetra. It acts with fsi 
greater efficacy npori the recent efflorescence than 
upuu lLu later muuileatations. Pain of great severity 
and active local InBamtnatoty trouibles hnvn tesollsd 
in Neumann's cases. 

The preparation exhibited, was made by Jtocli, 
of Darmstadt, and is a one per-cent. aqveons soln* 
tion, and tlie doi^c of it is from one'hall to OBS 
ordinary hypodermic syringcful. 



Poisovmo BT OHunuTB Of Pot ABH.— Professor 

Bohn, of KoniirsburR, reports to the Deutsche Med. 
Wochennch., Aug. 15, acaseof poisoning by chlorate 
of potash, which bad been prescribed on acoonntof 
vedcal catarrh following gonorrhoea. Tbe patient, 
a man aged 49, was ordered to buy some of tbe salt 
at a druggist's, to dissolve ateaspoonful in a tumbler 
of water, and to take a tablespoonful of the solu- 
tion every two hours. Instead of ihi.^, he was after : 
wards found to have dissolved a teaspoonful of the j 
salt every two hours in a glass of water, and to have j 
drunk the whole ijujintity fHch time, so that he had 
taken 60 grammes (2 o/..; m thirty s>ix hours. When 
seen by Dr. Bobn, he was pale and collapMd, in a 
condition very suggestive of cholera, sulTering great- 
ly from pain over the stomach, and with supprcssioit 
of urine. Soon afterwards, a fedbig of nnmbness 
and formication in the hands and feet came on. 
causing great distress and restlessness. The small 
qoantity of urine, about half an onnee, passed in 
twenty-four hours, contained n few t 'orrd-corpus- 
clcs. and waa full of small brownish bodies and 
cylinders. Under the spe c t r oscope, it showed the 
absorption -hand of mf t^:? rnoglobin. Death ocnrn >i 
wiUun two days, preceded by mcmaing collapse 
and some amount of icterus^ The most distinctive 
appearance found at the necropsy was the Ijrown 
colour of the spleen, liver, and kidneys, which did 
not pass off on exposure to the air, but perristed 
after some days. The uriniferous tuhule.s of the 
kidneys were foimd to be filled with brownish 
masses, formed of bodies resembling rad blood> 
oorpusdes, but without their biconcavity. There 
was a stagnation of blood in the spleen and the 
medulla of the bones, and the blood-corpuscles 
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were changed in character boili there and in the 
heait. Mng sun ken and attend in oonUNir. Thb 

'•n^p Tvm'iT^i\r-t\ 1>r noliri of others, in which death 
was supposed to have occurred from diphtheria. 
He arpends tlw hlatoriM of two. In each of whfdi 
liirge doses of chlorate of polasb were givt'n, Ho 
thioks the drug must no longer be sold as harmleaa, 
or be given ia unlimited quantities into unpro- 
fessional hands. 

Dr, Thos. P. Rumbdld. the wt-ll-knowu kryngolo 
gist and editor of the St. Louis Medicul aud Surgi- 
cal Journal, refers i > the deleterious effects of 
chlorate- of potassium in his review of the " Thera- 
peutic Gazette Collective Investigation of Diph- 
theria", 

"Thi- important portion of this work is r>r ?tTul- 
heron's summ&ry, which I have read through with 
great intenet and proflt I havo alio read Iko. Oall* 

lard's review of this- vrf rk and must fiy th;iT I r-oa- 
•ider Dr. M'a conclusions as nearly proved as ihejr 
can H from tetten received f^fom pb]rslelaiis In dlf> 

fprent parts of the rcnjntry Tt.c mitbor's conclu- 
sions on the lue of chlorate of potassium very nearly 
meet with my approbation. He aaye: 'That It to 
entitled to the esteem in which it is held is not clear, 
and there are groonde lor suspecting that its popu- 
terlty le a nault of flie mlatakni cxmoeption of its 
physioloffical action, on the strength of which it first 
achieved pq^Hilarity. viz. : that by its decomposition 
wIttiB tiM ■Jfiteai, oxygen is set free and the blood 
thus purified. 

" If some of the chlorate of potiinsium prescribers 
would use a hot wattir saturated solution of this salt 
in their own diphtheritic throats, for two or three 
days. I am very sure that they would not desire a 
further continuance of it. In my opinion, the use 
of rouriated tincture of iron prevents a great deal of 
the injury thnt the potiLO-shim ««ilt«< wocl'l f)o to the 
throaU Another recommendation, lli&l 1 would 
makatoheUevmintheiddofiiaor potaaeiiini, le to 

sprinkle a little of it on thcTr rut fini^rr, or dust a 
little of It in their eye when affected with catarrhal 
inflammation. Theee ezperlmMite wOl prove that It 
ii ftpoilttfe iqlviy to all Inllaned Uaiina.'* 



A Nsw Tfi&kTM&KT FO& THB Dead.— Sdootific 
AmetieaB: ThequeeNonof oeoMteileeiBiereelsthe 

public more and more, and in view of its hygienic 
relations has been discussed by scientific societies, 
legislatures, and municipalities. M. Ch. Deperais 
announces la tin CbmMf let Monim a new method 
of treating eocpses by which thcj are icodered in- 
nocuous. 

To-da^ a feeling generally prevails that tht- ceme 
teries »r(' centers of infection for the diffii«i<i:i nf 
epidemic m&ladich, and that their neighborhood ^ 

fluence u{,Min pert olating waters. ' This hvirtful in- 
fluence has long been recognized. In India the 
nattvcB yel expoee tiielr dead upon the banks of the 
Ganges or at the summit of the Towers of Silence. 
They become a prey m both instances to rapacious 



animal s , and become partially harmleas throng 
thdr destruction. 

The Jews, Etruscans, Ethiopians. Greeks and 
Romans had recourse to embalmment and iocinera- 
tlon. Oranatlon folly satiriles tlie reqairements of 
modern sanitation. The embalmment as practiced 
to-day demands cares and expenses which are never 
applied, and It has been shown tliat the chemical 
bodies employed are insufficient to destroy ail the 
sorts, of germs, spores, bacteria, etc, which arise. 
It only momentarily protects the body. 

The pmcess of embalmment among the Sgyptians 
was long and complicated. It wa.«i based upon the 
use of reagents and upon drying in the air or in fur- 
naces. Cremation as at present eiecitfed is MO* 
pletely satisfactory, every atom of noxious gas even 
being consumed. Nevertheless, the feelings of most 
people are opposed to it, and there are practical dll< 
Acuities eonnected with it nol always easiljr ofer^ 
come. 

It seems therefore neoenaiy to find » new method 

' which, while it guarantees the destruction of the 
I causes of infection, coociliatee our customs and da- 
rfrm and Is reasonable In its expense. M. Depirsis 
■ ha.s explained a process ba.<4cr! nn thr fnrt r .stiie- 
I ment that at 106*^ Cent, these pernicious germs are 
I destroyed. He titiliaes the weU-known teet that 
' salinr solutions do not boil until after the boiling 
point of water (100° Cent., 312* F.) has been paaied. 
The salt he employs is the chloride of csldvm. on 
account of its cheapnes-s, the ease of its management, 
and because it is antiseptic sad taoniog in its effects. 
: Plunging a corpse iato waxAk a aoludon at 47* Baum6 
and slowly raising the temperature of the bath, it is 
evident that when the temperature passes 100° Cent, 
the water of the flesh and tissues will evaporate. 

Continuing the heat, the body contracts and the 
chloride of calcium impregiuktes It. The prolonged 
I bath kills the disease spores, and the hardening and 
! antiseptic properHas of the salt partially embalm the 
body; as, however, chloride of calcium Is deli- 
quescent, the body would not dry on removal from 
the bath. It Is removed by Imnierslon in a bath of 
sulphate of soda, by which the limf ^-xlr remnining 
in the body and incrusting all it« Ubers becomes the 
sulphate of Ume. and 11« ohkMilde of sodium is frae 
in the hath. Then the body la dried althariathe 
open air or in an oren. 



Death of J. Mabiom Sims.— The medical pro- 
fession not only Of this country but of the world 
were shocked by the telegraphic news of the sudden 
death at his New York residence, on the 13th inst., 
of Dr. .1. Marion Sims. The immediate cause of 
death is supposed to have been ht arl failure, the 
autopsy showing the organ to be somewhat en- 
I larged, with adherent pericardium. Them was 
ntbrromntous degeneration of the coronary arteries 
< whicii were markedly narrowed thereby. There 
I were pointe of flbrous myocarditis in the mnaenlar 
■ tissue. Both ventricles were dilated and the left 
hypertrophied. The valves were competent. 
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Dr. Sims WM bora la South Carolina on Januaiy 
2ft, and had thus just passed ih<i great mile- 
atone Ht three aoore and ten. No one, however, who 
lind met him of late years would have mapeetadhlm | 
of suffering Troro weight of years, so buoyant was he ' 
both of body and mind, and he, himself hut a few 
degFi before hie dcalli aiprened a bdlef tiiat there j 
were *tn! at least twenty years of work in Iiim. 

Probably no man has occupied so large a space in ^ 
the btetorjr American medldne a« J. Ihrion | 
Sims. ITiH name will go down to posterity a.-^ thai 
of the father of gynwoology as a special division of ^ 
medlctae. He wu the author of the uao of the 
porineal retractor (Sitn.H* .spi riilunii and silver wire 
sutiuee in the operation for vesico- vaginal fistula, 
^th even mcha record atttWhed to a natne H could 
notdie.but the genius which evolved these inventions ' 
was by no means idle after it bad given them to 
humanity. It etill worked and continued to develop 
into a well rounded eyDmetry the speeiellty which 
it created. 

Dr, Sims' fame was uoi restricted to America. 
The.foi«%n profession were-qiilck to recognize hie | 
greiitness and foreign potentates showered on him 
their honors. The French government conferred ■ 
on tiirn the order of Knight of the Legion of Honor. I 
Tho King of the Belgians also paid him honnr^ and 
he was decorated by the Italian, Spanish and 
Poirtugueee goveramente. 

In 185n Dr. Sims removed tr^m ^fnnrrrnm ry. 
Alabama, to New York city, where lie remained i 
until the blealdng out of the civil war during which 
his political views determined his residence at the 
various capitals of Europe where he laid the founda- 
tion of a practice whidi afterwards required hiS 
presence abroad for a number of moiitlis each year. 
His characteristics as a surgeon were ingenuity and 
a boldness whteh could only have been bom of t 
thorough mastery of his qieciaity. Personally be | 

.was endowed with a magnetbm which is the 
fortune of few. and none who ever enjoyed his ac- ' 
Quaintance but will feel in hia death the sense of a 

.of agreat peieooal losa. | 

STR.VNnTir- ^T Kl'lTn's O V.\RIi iTOMIES. — "A 

Mkmbbb of Tiui 8tatk Medical Societt" sends in 
the followtnf t In the Hay 9Sth 1888 Issne of the 

sprightly predec(s«or of llu' still more spriL'litly 
MsDiCAL AoB, you kindly allowed me space to ex- 
press my surprise that the conntiyman of Keith, 
(Prof. Maclean) should fK'rform an ovariotomy in 
an Amphitheatre crowded with students fresh (?) 
from dissecting rooms* and practitioners fresh from 
attendance on septic diseases in different parts of 
the state. I called attention to the well-known fact 
of the scrupulous care which Keith exercises in re- 
gard to these matters. It is a matter of record that he 
allows no one to attend his operations of whose free- 
dom from all ponibility of septic taint he is not 
personally cogBiant. It did not injure my egotism 
but it did .surpri.^ mc, that a gentleman who habit u- ' 
ally goes about with a chip on his shoulder did not i 
deign to reply to my ctasiiBS. That a gentleman i 



who oouM delect a "gratuitous insult" and **niali< 

clous Iil>t'l"fn the squib in the Detroit Lancet (which 
even the editor did not know referred to him), 
shculd fall to attempt to defend bto, to me. most in- 
explie«ble ( i»nduct in an o[K'raiiijn involving the life 
of a human being, is one of the curious things on*; 
encounters in this vale. Hhi conduct fai ell the more 
inexplicable in the light of rerent events, for it 
seems, (although Dr. Sutton says Dr. Keith denies 
the delm) that at the thne of his display before the 
crowded amphitheatre at Ann Arbor, he had but 
recently returned from seeing Keith operate. 

I never did like to get in between two combatants, 
hut I cannot now refrain from remarking that if 
Dr. Maclean saw fCcith operate, the latter m\»t 
have relaxed very much in the rigidity of the rules 
which are reported to govern him in tlie matter of 
allowing spectators at his openifion*. .\< rording t«» 
reports Keitb doe« not allow strangers to enter hi« 
operating room on such occasioned and surely the 
Michisran professor's arquaintance with the diatin 
guisbed ovariot >mi»t must have been very limited, 
to have permitted even the possihUity of a doubt 
in Keith's mitid, on the question of Xaclens'e 
presence at his operations. 

As I sshi before I donH want to get mixed up in 
this personal eouQicl, for I would not. aj^ I hold my 
life dear to myself and family, gel ^ in the range of 
Prof. Maclean's deadly metrstlleuse! but this ques- 
tion of the propriety of allowing a horde of un- 
clean (I mean no disrespect, and speak purely from 
tlie standpoint of taliseptic surgery), doctors and 
.students to witness an ovariotomy, is one which 
transcends oil considerations of personal safety. 
Inasmuch as I am not, in Prof. Maclean's elegant 
and devout diction, "a \mtfmor of the religion Of 
tin I.rird .lesus Christ," T trnyf there may be nO in* 
propriety in my venturing the above remarks. 



A Sbvknth Sbmse. — British MedicalJoumal: Sir 
William Thomson, the eminent professor of mathr 
maU(»iothe University of Glasgow, in his inau 
gdnd address, dellvured last week, as PresidcBt of 

the Midland Institute, at Bil'minghnm. broached the 
idea of the existence of a magnetic sense. Thi« 
sense he called the seventh sense, to fUstingulsli it 
from our other .six sen'-c'^ naniely, tlioHe of sight, 
bearing, taste, smell, beat and force. Ue said that, 
in speaking of a possible magnetic aenae. he in no 
way supjKirfed that wretched groveling supenttilion 
of animal magnetism, ^HrituaUem, mesmerism, or 
clairvoyanoe. of which tliey had heard s(» much. 
There was no seventh sens*- of a mystic kind 
Clairvoyance, and so on, was the result of bad ob- 
servation diiefly, somewhat mixed up with Uie 
effects of willful impo.sture. acting on an innocent 
and trusting mind. If there were not a diMinct 
magnetic sense, it Nras a very great wonder that 
there was not. The study of magnetism was a very 
recondite subject. One very wonderful discovery 
that was made in electric magnetism by 
Faraday, and worked out vecy adrotnbly by Fdn- 
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eauld, an oxcelleot Vkvooii ttqMriiMiitBr, showing 
that a pieco of (xjpper, or a pier* of silver, let fall : 
between ttu; polti8 of a magnet, would fall down ' 
•lowly, as If thnmgli mod. Waftlt coaotlTaUe that. 
If a picco of copper would scarcely move through 
the air between the poles of ukcinc mugnet, a | 
human being or living creature, in the samepoiltloo, i 
would exptrience no effect? Lord Lindsay srot an 
enormous magnet, so large that the bead of any , 
pcnon wiiliiBg to try the axperiuMnt oould get w^l | 
h* twecn the poles; and the result of the experiment i 
was marvelous, the marvel beiuK that nothing was 
perceived. Sir 'VniUani TIuhiimmu however, wes 
nut willing to admit llwttlie investigation was com- | 
plete. He could not but thlok that the quality of 
matter in the sir, wblefa produced eudi.a prodigfoai j 
effect <m ;i pirrr- nf metal, could be (ibsoluffly with- 
out any perceptible efleot whatever on a living body. 
He thought the experiment was worth repenting; 
an l it v.;« worth cxiimining whellier or not an ex- 
ceedingly powerful magnetic force was without per- 
oeptlbte ellBet on % living vegetable or uiimsl liody. 
His own speculations had led him to conclude that 
there might be a seventh or magnetic aeaie; and 
that it WHS possible an exceedingly powerful mag- 
netic effect might be produced on living bodies that : 
could not be eacplalned by heat, force, or sny other 
sensation. 



Souvo-TAwrATB OF QirmiiiB OLTinrwuasAVCO. 

wniT Vnvvyy. Mr, V PriVf.si (Oaz. Med. di 
Toreno) says that in therapeutics every novelty pro- 
vokes enthusiasm, and often the majority of plqrsl- 
cians receive with bcnrvoleuce nuy uni;sual remedy, 
provided it be in mode, and is eulogized by the 
jooniala. He does not love the empirical multi- 
plicity of remedies, nor the poetry of some curative 
methods which fall before the criticism of experi- 
ence. Fnmkly speaking, the sulphate of quinine, 
of all the alkaloids of the bark, is the oldest, and 
most used in the medical practice of all naliooa. 
Ooaddering that for Its intense Utter taste it cannot 
be administered to many ix^rsons, and eHtH-cially to 
children, he has masked the hitter taste with licorice 
root and toairted coffee, witiumt In the Isaat aub^ 
tracting its precious therapeutical effects. The fol* 
lowing is the method of preparation: 

9 Sulphate of quinine 1 part. 

Tartaric acid 1 part. 

Powd. of licorice root ft parts. 

Powd. toasted coffee. 90 parts. 

"Water, q. 9. 

Tlie coJiec and the licorice are mixed with suiBci- 
ent hot water; the obtained liquid, limpid and 
brown, tfl pvHpArftf»'<i to a syrupy ron«lBt<>ncy; then 
are added the sulphaie ui <|uiuiae and the tartaric 
Mid, wen mtaed and dissolved ; and again the whole 
is evaporated to dryness by slow heat so as not to 
alter the arooia of the coffee and the other immediate 
«xtnellf«pciMl|iles. BetaghygroBROtri^ itto kept 
^gRNudboltlea. Frapeitlea: Thesolpho^aitnte 



of quinine glycyrrhizated with coffee is a brownish 
powder resembling slightly coffee ; it is of a bitter- 
sweet taste not disgusting, soluble in water. Tested 
with the proper re-agents the quinine is detected uq - 
altered. It is to be administered in all the morbid 
affections, where quinine is indicated, especially to 
children. Tbesynip of sulpho- tartrate of qidoine 
with li< orice is prepared by dsisolving in the decoc- 
tion of coffee and licorice fifty parts of sugar and 
one part of sulphate of quinine and tartarie arid; 
then is evaporated by slow heat to the consistency 
of a thick syrup. It has a sweet taste, slightly 
bitter, very eonveoieot for children. Every twenty- 
three grams of -VI II] I 1-1 'dins about lifilf ■^ -^ram of 
sulphate of quinine, and m much tartaric acid. 



Patixnts wn.L Lis.— In an artlgle on Praetteal 

Hint8,Dr. Landesbcrg,in the Medical Bulletin.speaks 
of how patients will occasionally undertake to deceive 
their physicians. His experience has made him 
skeptical and he advises Ua readers not to trust any- 
body, Ik? it monk or nun. Hely only upon the 
evidecr-e of your senses. Ilauk. wealth, and posi- 
tion, are only the mantle which covers the poor 
flesh, aud you have to deal with the materia pefcati*. 
In this world in which we live nothing Is more 
likely to happen than what people generally call 
"the improbable" and "Impossible, '* and the physi- 
cian has to be on the guard against "surprises. ' 

In instances of syphUia the statements of the pa- 
tient are '^rl lorn t be relied upon. In the great 
msjority of cases patients hardly ever will teU you 
the truth, and If they cannot deny the ovideneea 
they will try to falsify the date. It is a curious fMit 
worth remarking, that if you bring the patient to 
confess the syphilitic Infection, he will stUI try to 
deceive you about the time iu Ts tii. h the infection 
has taken place. The more remote from the pre- 
sent he can make the ooeurrenoe the earier he seems 
to feel. He will acknowledge that he bad been in- 
fected twenty, fifteen, ten, or Ave years ago, but he 
will empbatfcally deny a more recent period, and 1m 
wQl assume airs of offended dignity aud honesty, if 
you seem to distrust his assertions. In this manner 
the female sex stand paramount. It is almost im- 
poadble to induce them to confess the truth, and 
they will fight ugainKt the most undeniable 
evidences. Of the luauy instances of this nature 
which occur tlie author gives as an illustration, 
the following case . A crirl rume under his treat- 
ment for plastic irido choroiditis. The face betrayed 
a ayphnkie UslOfy. She assumed airs of pure in- 
norf'nrc but allowed examination, which revealed 
indurated ulcers and syphilitic patches over the 
body. But. nothing daunted, she neverthdaas par- 
sipted in defying that she had ever had oonneetioa 
with a man I 



Snu>t.K iHVi..vMMATOKV ToaiLLiTis.— A modili- 
oatioo of the guaiac treatment, which consists in the 
use, aa a gargle, of a mixture known in the Hoase 
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Pharmiicopa ift of the Philadelphia T* i wiini ■ iis the 
GMguysma Guaiaci Compoaita. u higblj^ recom- 
meiuied in the trMtment of this affectloD by Dr. J. 
Soiis Cohon. Two fluiilnu limn each of the iiinmoniiit 
«d tincture ai guaiac aod tbe compouud tiocture of 
cinehona are mixed with six flnidnehma of cdarifled 
iKjine}-, und shaken together until the sides of the 
contaiDiog tcsscI arc well greased. A solutioo con- 
sistiDg of eighty grains of chlorate of potaasiom in 
suffldent water to make four fluidounces is then 
gradually added, the shaking being continued. 
Without due care in the preparation of this solution 
the resin will be precipitated. Gargle with thia ndx> 
♦«re freely and frequently, at intervals of from one- 
half to thn?o hours. lu some dues a saline cathartic 
is flist sdminiHttTeil. Should any of the guaiac mix- 
lure be swallowed it is considered rather benefieial 
than otherwue, and in some cases it is advised to 
swallow MNne of it. Relief Is usoaltj experieoced la 
a few hours. 

For some time past Henry G. Houston, M. D., 
(Atlantic Jonnwl of Keffldne) has been nsbig euca- 
lyptus In cases of quinsy with vrn,- jn-jvlifyinp re- 
sults. Dilute 3 J of the fluid extract with of 
waim water, and use «» a gngle or spiaT vnry 
twenty minuti"; The wstcr must be ts wun M the 
patient can bear it. 

II has been his good fortooe to see all theossee so 
treated recoyer f-iK^dily, without suppuration. No 
other lemedy was used, except in one instance, when 
he prescribed Qnlatoe. 

He suggests that, owing to it.s antisfplic pro{>er- 
ties and its special action on the respiratory tract, 
eucalyptus would be an exoaUent local applk»tion 
ia diphtheria, either used as above or to medicate 
▼apor for iohelation. 



Ikflukmcb of Wokhy AMU Nkhvous Shock on 
THE Utbros amb ITS FcifonOMa— Dr. William 
(^oodell, in a clinical lectun- (k-1ivcrcd at tfie hospi- 
tal of the University of Pennsyivania. discusses the 
potent but much Beffleoted factor of worry and men- 
tal shock in the production of uterine ailment - The 
modu* operandi of this factor is. of courM:, Uirough 
the nervous system. It causes Irregular dlstribotfon 
of ncTVf fluid; this leads to irregular distrll)Ution of 
blood; more blood goes to one organ than to an- 
other. The most exaettng organs during the 
woman's menstrual life are the womb and its an- 
nexes, the ovary, the vagina, the erectile tissue 
aroimd the womb, fhe broad ligaments, and tiie 
fallopian t\ibe. Thty reeeivt; more blood than they 
should. There is increased nutritive action, vegeta- 
tions develop, and the womb Incraases ia siie. 

While tliis cause does not do away with the neces- 
sity of lo^ treatment of local lesions, such treat, 
ment most prove ineffectual unless attention is also 
paid to the constitutional diMurliance. The best 
thing to do in such case^ is to put the patient to bed 
and have her well rubbed and treated with elec- 
tricity. Where from the circumstances of the pa- 
tient such treatment is imi»«cticable, the next best 



thing is to give some remc ly t j tone down these 
nerve centres which are not behaving tbemselveb. 
The valerianate of ilae and qtdida. take It all la all» 

is the 1)csl combination which we can give. Atlipla 
valerianate as follown is a good oombination: 

^ Ziaa valerianatis. 

Qnlate valerianatis 

Ferri valerianatis 11 gr. XX. 

M. et ft pil., No. XX. 

Sig. One three limee a day. 

After a time, give strychnia in small doses, grad- 
ually increased A tib!.>^p(Kniful of extract of m^.H 
three times a day in milk lA also beneficial. It is a 
good plan to take one dose of the malt at bed'timft. 



Doctors" SuortT-OomHoe.— Dr. Allbutt say Oar 
worst fault is tiiat we are a somewtiat touchy and 
jealous class, especially when compared with oar 
cousins of the Bar. Medical men are too often 
jealous of each other and tenacious of their own 
daims. We too readily assume p n epe t ty In pattiatii. 
Wr f'irL'''"t thr rit^ht nf thr sirk man to consult whom 
he pleases; aod when he does so, we lack imagina- 
tion enough to put oorsdvee la hts place and aa^ 
tlie Ercts'^ary allowaiicr. The Fame lack of imagin- 
ation often prevents us from putting ourselves in 
the place of a brother pnctltloBer who may hare 
been called to one of our cases, and we give place U) 
distrust and dislike. It is better to deal faithfully 
widi 00 fidthfat a brother, tad to say that we cut fa 
mitigation of his charges, and in support of his sug- 
gestions for diminishing the little friction that jars 
with the general harmony and good will of the pro- 
fession. It Is diflScuIt to draw any close compariaon 
between men so differently situated as the members 
of the Bar and the members of our profession in 
general practice. The situation is different, and the 
power Ui hurt a brother, (i» the temptation to do so, 
is different. The work of barristers is cbietly con 
ducted with open mouth in open court. That of 
medical men Is private, almost secret. And in th'' 
privacy of a bed-chamber it is often more easy to 
kill a reputation than to we a patient. It any not 
he in auy direct way or by any direct word, but by 
faint praise, or by a shrug of the shoulders or a 
shake of tha heed. Unlike the Bar, we do not pliy 

with our c.'irtls ribovfMho \,'\h]p }n r^nr more inti- 
mate work, it 16 terribly easy for one doctor, by little 
intangible tridu, to elbow oat or deprecfarie another. 



AspiRATiNo THE .1 uoDi.AR. — Brit ish Med. Jour- 
nal: The patient, a fat, plethoric lady, fifty yean 
of age, came ondar Om charge of Charles Coppinger, 
F. R. C. 8. I., and at the time of the surgeon's visit 
was in a condition of stupor, out of which she could 
be reused with some effort, but only to relapse iiUo 
sleep again. Her breathing was heavy, and iht 

' presented all the symptoms characteristic of an ortr- 
loadcil vascular system. The indications fur treat- 

' ment were pliln; leeches not Mag olMaititibiu, de- 
pletion by meant of veneseotloa was propoeed. The 
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frtends of the patient, who were ladies, gave their 
coDfleat, but were horrifted iit the suggestion of m 
barbarous a proceeding, and Mr. Coppinger. aaxious 
to 0)816 them the sight of blood, then and there 
conceived the idea of HuhHtitulinc the anpirafor for 
tlie lancet. The patient, who bad not long before 
been trtated for heoiieraiite hypodarnrie Injec- 
tions of morphia, was rotifu^d up ant'. toM thnt the* 
needle was about to be "inserted into ihu skin of her 
to wbleh die at onoe oooMated." The needle 
of the fwpiratcr wat thon passed into thp external 
jugular vein, wbiclt watt much distended, and four 
onmee of Uood were wlthdnwn withent dtfllealty. 
TTip r<-5!ult of lliis trial being satisfactory, the tur> 
geon repeated the operation in the course of a lialf* 
boar, olHlractfBf dz ooneee more of Uood. The 
patient was speedily relieved '>f hi r alarming symp- 
toou, and neither slie nor tier attendant* suspected 
that Ao had been Mod, uattl the pnoadnia wia mb- 
seqneotly ezplatned to them. 



Rditorr and Prook-Rraders — Or. Oecalsne is 
credited by the ClncinoHU Lauun and Clinic with 
the folloWlas iHiich is novel in so far as it is a cood 
word for n mnrh-abuaed member of society: 
"AprojkM to the erudition displayed by certain com- 
podtoi% eepedal^ praof-ifatea. and ia duMring 

'.hn rxtrnt of the knowledge required in ttn«? !}ninch 
of a great printing ofDoe, I may cite the following 
iacidatt: I am In the haUt of wrHh^ fteqaootly 
for onn of ihv hsading journals of France, and in 
paaalAg my poor prose off on the public often orna- 
ment my writings with citations fnm the Latin 
classical writers, quoting Horace. Vlicll. CMnllus, 
Ovid, and Martial, in fact nil the poets of that 
charming and inunoctal language, that tongue 
which although ooMldared dead, yet lives. Now, 
one of those erudite proof readers, who knew his 
Latin well, always corrected my proofs with the 
gnatest of care, and I never deteetod an error ontil 
one day I noticed that my proof was over corrected , 
especially a^i regarded some verses from Ovid. I 
oonMtad the legltinai^ of these oomotfons. bat 
the proof- rejMler, the ver>- devil of a good fellow, 
fortifled himself behind a mass of lexicographers 
and fnmiihad me the fftaH proof that I waa In the 
wrong. I still clung to mv own vrr-inn, hownvcr, 
until finally in order to settle the matter it was sub- 
mitted to the iodgmeot of my UlaMtrioua Mend, Dr. 
LittrC. who decided a<^nst mr in 'nvrir if Tfii tv;ir 
Sticker. Since then I have not lx^en so tigotistical." 



Peacticai. M£ahures Agaikot A-uxmohim.— 
A German dergjmtaD, Rev. O. P. FudM, has 

written a tempcmnrn 'nir t of more iliiin common 
good sense. He follows and quotes Christ and the 
apoetlee In approvta; the moderate nee of rnOd 
alcoholir br?erages. His p<iint9 are that we should 
strive in every way to discourage ezoess. One 
oMooi way is to opptm an laira which make 
drahkannom an eKtemuiifng cireamataaee In ertmm 



—on the contrary, it should be n;gaided as an ag- 
gravation. In tlii^. says the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter, U« is uudoubleJly right. It would bedif 
flcult to devise a plan to encourage dmnkonncss 
more than to have it excalpate acts committed 
under its induence. He also urges the establish- 
ment of ooffae taverns and ooflbe wagona. Again, 
he argne« very Justly that no liquors should be sold 
except at restaurants where regular meals are sup- 
plied. Thia li a vwy aomid aoggeslion. baaed on 
obvf om phjaiologlcal grouada. 

Tbsatmbnt or PafiXATuss BALONxea.— Dr. 
Laaaar adTanoee the theory (Berliner Klin. Wodien. 

schrif t) that premature baldness is the result of con- 
tagion, and not of any general condition of the 
health. The method of treatment which he sug- 
gests on this etiological basis is as foUowa: The 
BCAlp is to be waahed every day with tar soap, or 
soft glycerine soap, or with soap containinR so^iium 
iodide; the soap is to be thoroughly applied, and 
nibbed into the scAlp for fifteen minutes. Follow- 
ing thia, a warm douche Is uacd; then after the ap- 
iriteatlon of a corrosive sublimate solution (two pails 
in one thousand) the hair is dried, and a half per 
oent. spirited solution of naphthalin is rubbed into 
thoafteiadj^arti. Gaibrtio or aaBcylle add may 
be employed. If this trrritment be adopted In the 
early stage, when the hair is Juat beginning to fall, 
ttnenallf pravet suoeemfal, bat U mint be kept up 
eight weeks or mnr<". The fact ihnt this disease is 
due to a oommunicable morbid principle suggests 
that It mar be conveyed bgr the «o«h aadbrwh of 
the barber. 

♦ — 

iMOouButrrifiUk Wuou and Pafsb. — Dr. Wiakel- 
maan (Obemlsehe Zeltun^ reporta aaooem with the 
fnllnwin,!; srilutinn as a protective of intlamrn.ible 
material against burning: Ubloride of manganese, 
88 parte; orthophosphoffe aeld. 90 parte; mai^iaelmn 
carbonate, 12 parts; bordcic a« id 10 parts, chloride 
of ammooiiua, 25 parts; water, lUUO parts. This 
loItitloB on permeating the material Incrusts the cells 
with pyrophosphate of manganese and magneeium, 
and borate of magnesium, which are insoluble 
double salts. The chloride of ammonium serves to 
keep the phosphates in Holution. 

in order to ^Ht^imtc wcxmJ with this solution it 
must be exposed to it for six or eight liours at the 
tempentue of boiling walar. or have it foroed Into 
it by pneumatic pres'^tirr .Vrlicles made of paper 
are coated with or soaked in the solution after it baa 
beenboikd. . TltnapraieeiadoltaanriaolnflammnMo 
material la e^bla of nrieting as Intenw dogma of 
heat. 



Ln* Na'TOrv Rbmotb thb Placicnta.— In 
Deutsch. Med. Woch.. September M, 19». Dr. 
Dohrn thus sums up his experience: 

1. In one thousand lying-in women, in whom 
ite eaqpnUott of the plaoanta waa left to nature. 
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'h>- resulU were far better Than in one tliousand 
others in whoiu Credo's metbod of exputoiou was 

QMd. 

I. Th«' ont' thoufiand lying in women in wliom 
tbe placenta was spoataneouiljr expelled, liad 
oomUeimUy ten iMnorriiage and few after de- 
li vety. Id those cases treated by Credc'» method, 
portioDs of the nembrsoes were frequently re- 
tained, and there were more fatal casus ^tbon in the 
others. 

3. The disadvantages whieii are conditionui to 
the method of Cred£. are especially ^n in the caitea 
inwbich the placenta is expressed during the first 
Ave minutes. Afler a longer time the expression 
wa« mure cumplete, hut never as safe as by the 
spoDlaoeoua metliod. 



Ttik Cavne* am> Pre%-rnt!o\ of Si icmF. — 
Medical and Surgical lieporter: That there Is a 
frteedy incnase of mickle Id ell dviliied leads, 
seems acknowJcd^frfl by rfu- Ix-gt statisticians:. In a 
review of Prof. Rec-iaui s wriuogs on the subject, a 
German critic agrees that one fertile oaose is the 
over education of the masses — j^iving youuir people 
tastes aod ambitioos which io the vast roajority of 
eases cannot be grafttflfld, and Ibas rendering tfiem 
discontented, and al liisl deeperate. Another c«uh« 
is the growing belief that material success is alono 
worth as effort— In other words, the neglect of 
spiritual religion and elevated philosophy. A third 
i!> theexoessive use of distilled spirits: and a fourth, 
the oppression of a forcxd military service. 



Prof. Burt G. Wilder in the course of an article in 
the Americiin .fotjrnnl of Neurology and PHvchiHtry, 
describing the brain of n cat, declares thai "the 
cgbUs are lined by eodytna. The ocellan boundaries 
arfi readily rcccirnired, excepting the dorsal limits 
of the diococlia. Just doraad of the babena is an ir 
ngttler line, the ripn, indlcaUng the line of rupture 
of the diatela or roof of the diac<elia. ♦ * ♦ 
* * The fornix was divided Jitst dextrad of the 
meson, so that the mesa! crista does not a|»pe«r in 
tlic figure. Tiie leH.<j clearly defined light lines 
curving dorso-caudad from this point represent the 
natural free donal margin of the fornix, which is 
continued laterml into the fimbria." The brain of 
the cat, it will thus be seen in m fearfully and 
wonderfully made piece of mechanism. It la, more- 
over, not often that the words which the professor 
employs in his description ore dragged forth from 
their restiot; place In musty lexicons. 

The Massachusetts Eclectic Medical Journal thus 
bevraiis an eilstlng condition of afllrin In the 
Eclectic icM- hord? of nnncrtipulou"* men 

from every school or from no school— men who. on 
noconat of tgnoianoe ordlsiepntnble iwaettoes.either 
cannot gidn recognition at the hands of rierrnt nnd 
reputable men, or have forfeited it. knowing how 
popular li tha dactie system. Miae vpoa the Utle 
'^edaettc," aad all daoent naa wearing that aaaM 



are made to }>ear the odium of their act.-* aad 
j crimes " But why, we would venture to inquire 
I onoe more, should there be any sndi title as 
"ectltH tii Is not the ancient and honorable title 
of pbysiciaa broad enough to compass all who 
prai^ce the Itealing art? Is not the dUMlng of s 
distinctive name by lhe«e "eclectic" practitioners. 
so^mUed. for an ulterior purpoee,not coTered Iqr the 
name "physician?" The "ecleetlcfl" may relieve 
thcmwheM of the odium whi< ii they deplore by ceosi- 
fbg to be "eclectics" and becoming "phystciaos." 

Dr. Frank B. .Smith, of Detroit, whose licenae to 
I practice in Illinois was revoked by the silate 
j Board of Health of that stale for "nnprofessionat 
and dishonorable ronduct." coinnieuced >iuit on I lie 
Hth iost. against Dr. John U. liauch, secretary', in 
the United States District Court, laying his damages 
ut I50.0O0. Dr. Smith is peripatetic physician and 
I a member of an advertising combination in this city. 
I The "unprofessional and dishooomble oonduct" on 
: accitunt of which \m license was rrv^ ked. was tlie 
j projection of the combioation's methods into 
Illinois. It is a way of the combinailon to bring 
1 suit for overwhelming damages against its enemies. 
A. couple of years ago it stied a Detroit doctor for 
$50,000 or so, for alleged liable, but beyond getting 
its name into the papers we have not beard of any 
profit which accrued to them from the suit. The 
idea of coUectiug a $50,000 verdict out of a doctor! 
Pieposteeoitt. 

The Independent Practitioner tdla of a brow- 
beating profe^vMor who after giving a lecture on tlie 
facial aod other expressions of gout insisted that the 
patient before the class was a victim of the disease. 
The patient denied ever having bad it. "But yotti 
father must have had it." "No, 9ir." said the man, 
"nor my mother either." "Ah, very strange," said the 
professor to his class." I am still convinced, however, 
that this IS a gouty subject. T we that hi.s front 

j teeth show all the characters which we are ac- 
customed to note in gout. "Front Isetht" ajacolatcd 
the patient. "Well that beats everything It's the 
first time I ever heard of false teeth having the gout. 

had this set for tan yeais." The Inquisitorial 
professor was. as may be imagined, quite diso<mi- 

I fited by this sally. 

John P. Howard has anrounced hl« intftition of 
, douutiug a new building to the medical dcpartmcot 
of tlie UoivMd^ of Vermont, and of refitting the 
i old building for a gymDosium. The coat of these 
I improvements will be $40,000. which added to 
preTlous gilts will make tha donations of tills 
philanthropt'^r to the University and the city, foot 
up to $400,000 within the part ten years. How 
infinitely better it is to tluw give while one la Ufiaig 
than to wait until death olrilgin thattillioulia to let 

1(0 his "ibf-keU. 

I The Sanitarian says it can name at least twenty 
periodicals oa Hi achaage lilt nlkbpe heel fhiit la 
' haUlnallyilolaa. Sona it ai^i (nad wa trwtt it hai 
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devou^y pnyod tu be forgiven) '*ex" "sel" in Rneak 
tliletrery by iti lintr on*' of the Utile words here 
quoted, instead oi crediua^ the Bouroe of tbib fruii— 
liMt bj m doing the raader may be indnced to seek 
knowledge elsewhere tlinn in thf»ir own othcrwiw 
dairen de8ert&. We had supposed that Dr. Bell 
wM too old a retena to raflw audi things to annoy 
him. Wr hnv - long dnee ceased letting Uieae 
purlioners wor ry us. 

The New York Country Medic-al Society lia« a 
fund from which it pays an annual prize for essays 
of merit. AltboQgb CMftJS have Iteen pre^ionted dur- 
ing the past two years none liavo been iijudgcd of 
sutBeieut merit to draw the prize — a f^old luedal 
Taiuedat i|lOO. It Heema a liitle 5<traage that in a 
•Odei^ numberiufi: nearly !i thousjind ineml>era, two 
jeais should pass without a paper worthy of liiis 
prite^ and that too la die medical eentie of this 
comitiy. 

Medic 111 jfmrnals whirl) nrimi'fwl to their piigcs the 
adTertisemeul of Dr. U. U. Kane s opium habit cure, 
are now apologiiiog for baTing done io. Dr. Kane 
through his work on "Drugs that Enslave" achieved 
an enviable reputation as an authority on the treat- 
ment of the opium habit Thla lepatation he is 
DOW .«ieekin^ to turn to account through pnM^tkal 
which ure not ethical. Hinr ilhv lacrinur. 

"Dtaploma, ' ' 'diplomy,' - diplomer," "diplomah," 
"diaplemy, " "diopluma," "diplmaa:" These are 
seren different ways, acconiini; to the files of their 
State Board of of Health, in which Ulinois doctors 
spell the name of tlie instmment which jitfm them 
authority to practice medicine. liet it be hoped that 
tiieir slaughter may be confined to the Queen's 
English. 

There will be u Sanitary* Convention, under the 
auspices of the state Board of Health, at lonk on 
December 18 and 14. prox. Reduced fare on rail- 
roads may be secured by applying to the secreUiry 
of the convention, A. W. Dodge, looia. MIth., for 
oerlUlcatea. 

To nitain lengtli of days tnaintaiD a mental 
equanimity which neitlier success nor revf rses can 
disturb. lore nothing too pasrionately; bate noth- 
ing too ▼lokntly; Cear nothing too strong. 



hnutm Ccmamuo m In llaMDo>laeat> Bau.fiom. ^ 

T. S. Baeidiam. A. M.. M. D. 

PblUitclphU: J. B UppinoottAOa. 

DeiruU: John WUlyouug. 

A.mong the books (whose name is legion) which 
have been Issued from the medical press of late 
years, tlierr have l>ecn few whose titles have been so 
well calculated to excite the attention of the profes- 
sion as la that of the wcjrk now before us. There are 
few communities in which medirnl men have not. 
particularly of more recent years, been pitted 
agabiil cadi other In conns of Jostfoe, on the ques- 
tion of the saally or insanity of soma criminal or de- 



I cedent. It is scarcely necessary to say that in *uch 
' (K>nte8t8, the medical e.\perl testimonji' noitiier pro- 
, motes the cause of justice, nor covers the profession 
I with gioT}'- So true in this, that such testimony has 
romc to bo held iii* of little or no value by eiUier 
judges or the legal gentlemen at whose instance it is 
summoned. 

' The cause of the deplorable condition of affaint 
above hinted at lies in various facts, which it in not 
our purpose now to enumerate, but . prominent 
anionir whii h is an almost total ignorance on tlic 
part of the "experts" of the very rudiments of ttuj 
knowledge necessary to qualify for an opinion. Tbe 
cause of this ignorance is two-fold: first, the luck of 
i attention to the subject of insanity in the medical 
' colleges; and. second, the lack of any oondse and 
' readable text-book which the graduate might (:on 
suit with a view to learning enough to. at least, 
qualify luniHclf agaiusl the exposure of his utter ig> 
norance. Tbe book which has been thus lacking 
' hfis now l)een ver>' successfully suppiied by Dr. 
I Buckhau), of Flint, Michigan. 

Dr. Buekham evineea such a course of reading on 
the .suhject of his ^u,r,k i> q-i ilit^t him for. the de- 
tection of the weak spots iu the writings of uiher»— 
spots which it is the dilef objeet of his book to 
strengthen. Such a course of reading must nrr-cK 
sarily be very extensive. A vast amount of untteo«8 
sary space ia oonsumod by book-makam who am MA 
thoroughly f attiUar with the tvritingy of thdr pn- 
decessors. 

The introductory chapter of the book is devoted 
to an enumeration of the definitions of insanity aa 
given by the le^^al profeswion , which ricrtnltions art* 
so arranged as to show at a glance their great diver- 
sity. The oplttlona whldi eminent judges attach to 
expert testimony, so called, nre al<«> reproduced 
Succeeding chapters are, respectively, devoted to the 
I discussion of definitions based on those conceptions 

>f mind which hold it to Ik- a soinffhini' qt?itf» inde- 
pendent of matter: and those which hold it to be a 
product of matter— a secretion of the brain. Argu- 
ments arc adduced to shcnv that deflnitinns thuii 
iMsed are essentially erroneous, and the author pn>- 
ceeds to eluddate his "Phyatcat Medhi Theciy." 
Accordin^^ to this theory mind is un incorporeal en- 
tity, and, while independent of matter, works 
through it. dHIMng in the pecullaritiea of its man!' 
festation with the varyinu; conditions of it.s media 
Wliile tlie brain is tbe recognized instrument of the 
mind, lis >eaadition, in so- far as concsraaMrmMd- 
fetation of mind, is very intimattly dependent on 
tbe condition of other organs of the body, as the 
stomach, liver, etc. According to this tlieory, tliere 
is no such thing nan min / iiseaaad. The manifesta- 
tion of mind may be perfectly normal as the result 
of it^ working through some channels (trains of 
thought!, but abnormal when it is run through otlier 
channels. The author bayards the opinion that tlie 
time is not very remote when the pathological oon 
ditiooson wUdi every form of ioaanlty depsoda 
wiU be aa complete and weil-knoini to aiperts as 
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are now the indicatioai of tbe vurikmft dlMMes of 
the kidneys, and hj tlw nme af«nria«— chembtiy 

and the microscope. 
Alter prawntliig, In k vcrjr able and Ivdd 

manner, his argumrnts in support of liis ]ih}s- 
ical media theory. Dr. Buukham adduces as 
inoof |wr «MMlfAM» of the cohectneM of this 
theory th« f , • thiit there is not an alieniat 
in the United Btatea wbo beUeves tliat insanity is a 
dfeeawof the mind. It Is to be deplovtd thmt the 
•symmetry of bin loiric .should be DMRed by tnch a 
defective piece of reaaoniqg. 

Tlw ett^oKe deflnition of insanity. evolTed from 
bis theory, is that it is "a diseased or disordered 
conditfnn, or malformation, of the physical organs 
through which the mind receives impressions, or 
manifests its operations, by which the will and judg- 
ment are impaired, and the conduct rendered irra- 
tional." As a corollary to this he offers the follow- 
ing: "Insanity being the result of physical disease, 
it is a Hint tcT of ffiet fo )h' determined by medical 
experts, not a matter of law to be decided by legs! 
testa and mazliDa." 

The <<omatic theory of ineanity. as rnTinciaicfi by 
Maudaiey, is traced to its logical results, and these 
am AowB to be abeolule faraepoiiilbtllty of oian 

for Viia ct^ndnrt— a manifest!}' dangeron- thfory In 
its bearings on Miciety. The author in his phyt^ical 
Media theofyi Q eo g niiea the extrteooe of will, and 
while he concedes that "there is a divinity whioh 
shapes oar ends." be maintains that "every man is 
the architect of Us own fortana." 

We regret the lack of space which prevents our 
reproduction of the author's views as to what should 
constitute the qualifications of an expert on insanity. 
The whole chapter of a luindfad pages should be 
committed to memory by every general practitioner. 
It must suffice for us to say concerning it that were 
ita fanhlnBe to ba gawmlly followad bj the \am 
ther* wo!iM be a surcease of those unseemly scenes 
in our courla of justice due to the attempUi of 
"nperti^ to aellle the qnMtlM of ianally in a given 

Of Dr. Buckham'S work as a whole we have to 
Mgrthaftttia an emeedlngly valuable contribution 
to ll»e literature of its subject. There is. of conrse, 
iUimitabie room for argument and difference of 
opladoB, 1b matteia insofoepllUe of poaMve proof or 
mathematical demonstration, and it is no greater 
disparagement of this treatiee for hs to dispute tlie 
oor r e e t u eea of its autfiM's eonoeption of mlad ikaa 
t wouV, It!' tn di'^putr the correctness of evrry other 
author's conception of the same. Until we iu« able 
to 4mioi» wlietber nfaid la an Independent incorpowl 
entity (a thing quite incApable of wientific 5 rrni*') or 
a result of brain functioning, there will always 
neoessarily exist n difliBmioe of opinion on the qnea- 
tion. Until we thus know, religious predilection 
rather than scieotiflc investigation will determine 
opinion. 

None of our readers who will follow our advice 
and possess themselves of a oonv of this book will, 
wa vantoie to mj. ever lepTOoeh oe fnr Hila advice. 



; Thk MEnn-AL STrnnNT'> Mani'ai. or Chkmik-iy By R. A. 
WitthaiM. A. M.. M. D., Pir«f««ar«( GbemiirtiT and Tni' 
eaisgy in ihs jaatoei^ e gBiriMii. end to tfcs Ua iiei^ 

UaltranMyof tlwGltr of Itew Tork^ de. 

New York: Wm. Wo.kI To. 
Detroit: John WlllyouoK. 

The reason which the author gives for adding 
another to the already long list of chemical text 
lx)ok», is that the work is intended solely for the use 
of a class of student whoso needs in the study of this 
science are peculiar, viz., medical students. It is» 
therefore, devoted to the general truths of chemistry 
and the applicatioua of the science* to medicine. 

It is divided into three parts, the first of which is 
devoted to the prindplee of chemical science and to 
m much of chemical physics as is requisite to a pro. 
per undentandiag of that whldi foDowa Rut 
second treats of special chemistry nnd it is in this 
1 that the departure from the methods usually fol- 
lowed la clwnilcal test books are to be noted. Tlie 
elements arc classed, not in metals and metalloids 
but in groups according to their ekemkaH characters. 
Part lUrd Is taken up with those operationa and 
, manipulations whldk will be of ntOUytotheatiMlcait 
and physician. 
In deference to the opinions and needs of practi. 
I tluners to whom Troy and Apothecaries weights are 
1 more familiar tlum the metric, the equivalents in the 
I former are given in brackets after every expreesion 
of wdght in the latter. This feature of the book is 
an admirable one and will be apprprinted not only 
the "venerable" practitiooers fur whom the 
author intends it, but also by pnetitioMVB who ean> 
not be said to be very venemhlr nnd ovf-n by such 
students as hove not yet learned to think in the 
metric. 

The author had large experience ;i= 11 fmcher 
of medical students, and thoroughly appreciating 
their aeeda his iMMik is eapeeiailyealcnlated to Bnp> 
ply Ihem, A te acher of chemistry in one of our 
local colleges expressed his opinion to us the other 
day that Witdiaas'a Ohemistry for Medical Stodents 
is the book for which he "long had >ought etc.," 
and was enthusiastic in its praises. Our y^wmins- 
tton of it faveab no 4MiMe why wa ihonkl dMK fkim 
thia axpart'a optoion. 

A ('1 'Mri-k.! K TIa-- [ ■ Tl' ,n>K iir TncAiyKsr, Akhani.lis AN 
Alj.iluilwlj-'jil hitlfx ol 1 ii,-;,-ivs.'S an, I to l';u.-LliUil.u litf«fr- 
flucd iirid ,'i.iiitajii!i^c ii>'afly t^-ne ! Luiu-^iiid fonnulae. By 
Wiliimii AlUttiii. >1. iJ . liidln.), V. R- S., Profeaaor of 
Pathology in U>e Army Medio*! School; Examiner la 
«edi* ine for th« MiUtaty Medical Senrice of the Qumb, 
etc. 

NewYoric; BermioKham & Co. Price 9&<nL, 

The characteristics of the book before us are its 

Icoociiionesss and its com prehe as i veneer. It aimii to 
ba thoroughly practical and to this end it devotea 
the smalls possible space to the dctinitionn of the 
I diseases which it discusses, and the largest possible 
I mtaoa oonsislent with its 444 small octavo paies, to 
I treatment. It In a mrx. nf middle trrnund hetwpcn 
1 the "vestrpodcet" abortion and the ordinary sixed 
I tieadie on the pfactioe of medldaa. It la bnad 00 



Digitized by Google 



IRB MEDICAM AGS. 



d4t» 



or radwr extncted tnm A.itken*8 BBcyclopoedlo 

work on the Sricncc :iiul Practice of Medicine with 
wbicb the profeeflioD U so familiar. Its formulis 
will commend it to » dMi of jouog pracU- 



Tbb E(«k>«tiau>i i)V Patbui.o' y. r> T':kI OUliam, M. ]>. 
PmffMKor of I'liysiolo^y StuiiiiiK iliMlicikt CoUoiga. 
Philatlelphiii: 1'. Hlukiston, Sosft Oo. 
Detroit: John UacParlane. 

This is a neat and conciMly written work of 280 
odd pages. Tlie auttior has departed from tlxo usual 
pat!: of writers of works of like character, auri m-ide 
a book which is in many rospecta superior to all 
oth«n. Its extreme brevity to puUeiilwly advaii- 
lar-f nin It is sin^lar that a man writing a book 
upuu 6ome of the collateral brandies of medical art 
or leieiioe slioald And it oeeeenrj to quote all tliat 
has been written up^n tin siihje<;t by those who 
have gone before him, ju6t as if he expected all other 
works would be destroyed the moineiit hia woikwaa 
finished, and that the only possible nieunri of acquir- 
ing medical knowledge hereafter would be by read- 
ing bis book. Dr. Oilllam baa nioriy avdded tUa 
(juite common error and haa presented only the 
esaentiala of pathology. The diapter on in flam ma- 
Uott fa not quite as clear as were the lectures deilv* 
ered by I3urdon Saudenion two years ago. TItcre is 
an attempt to follow in the patli marked out by that 
great master of physiology. It la aot nearly so good 
to say that "inflammation is a condition resulting 
from irritation, characterized by disturbance of 
nutrition and dcrangomont of the vascular appara- 
tus," as to say "inflammation is nature's remedy for 
the repair of damage." The former definition means 
the same, but is a little ambiguous — not uearly so 
plain and simple as the latter by Burdon SandeiaOn. 

The classification and morphology of tumors are 
Tex; good. The practitioner or student who famii- 
iariaea himself with them need never hedlate about 
assigning any morbid growth to ii^ projvr place. 

The book is published in the moat approved style 
of tyiKsgrapUcal ait The Uadfaig la exosUent, and 
b eertain to endure the oonstanl usage whid^ the 
merit of the text insures. 



of pseudo-BMBibraiioua InflammaHou of the larynx 

which fiave been observed sometimes to follow a 
traumauc irritation, conflniag my remarks (o idio> 
pathle menbranoua loflammiUion of the larynx or 
trachea. Unfortunately, I have neither a new nor 
an eminently success ul plan of truOment to offer, 
but I shall attempt only to give a short study of the 
results that have followed the use of various reme- 
dies well known to the profession, in 4.') cases that 
have come under my observation during the past 
three years. 

As prefatory to the conatderatlon of treatment I 
will state that I consider that mild, sporadic intlam- 
mation of the larynx bears the same relation to diph- 
theria that the simiUr pathological condition of the 
phdryax does. There bi no anatomical or clinicai 
dlvhUng liaa between what is termed membraaoua 
sore throat and diphtheria, and the same, I tliink, 
may be said of membranous croup and diphtheria. 
MyobservatkMiBlead aa to believe that all thtee 



conditions are pati 



TiMlMIeal Tr«itm«Bt 9t ■•mbnuioaa Crui]».* 
sr c. G. jnnmias, v. D.,f ravBorv, mcii, 

flCatistioa show that the prevatenoo of membranous 

croup may be represented as a wave be^innitip with 
the autumn months, rising with more or less regu- 
larity, reaching ita acme during Deoembnr or Jan- 
uary, an'! dccltnitiL': with the Tpp'iirnnfe of the 
warmer moathii of bpriug, i havu thought that at 
this time, when this dreadfial disease to oommendng 
it- r iv in our community, a disfti-^sinn on the 
methods of treatment of it might be of protit to the 
aodety. In thto paper I leave out of oonsldenrtlou 
catarrhal and spsatnodic croup and those rare 
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ally identical; and that the 
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clinical differences which Uiey manifest are due to 
dtffenmeea la the severity of ttw disease, and the 

anatomical location of the exudate. Writers who 
believe that there are two distinct membranous in- 
flammations of the larynx array in opposition a long 
table of di."tiuction3 between them. The arguments 
pro and con are too well known to you all to require 
repetition. To me the distinctions rasde do not 
seem sufflcieut to establish their essential diversity. 
Tills question asaumes practical importance only 
whan considering the prophylaxto of tlie disease. In 
my opinion all cases of membranous croup AonM 
be separated from healthy children. Many cases are 
very mildly or. perhaps, nf>t at all contagious, but 
theve are no means of determining this in a given 
cane and other cbUdreo should iM given tlia beaeAt 
of the doubt. 

To more easily view the efficacy of treatment in 
the various forms of the disease I have divided my 
(M^i iiiii) throe clu8iie.$: (1), cases accompanied by 
severe pharyngeal diphtheria; (3). i 
by mild pharyngeal diphtheria} (S), < 
by piiaryngeal exudate. 

In dasa 1 there were 14 oases with 18 deaths and 
2 rccovprie.*?; " tracheotomies and 1 recovery. 

in class 2, M cases with '^1 deaths and 5 recov- 
erlea; 6 traoheotomlea and 8 rscovw le fc 

In class 3, 5 cases with 2 deaths and 8 ncovsriea; 

8 tracheotomies and 2 recoveries 

In the 45 c&tu:s then there were '45 deaths and 10 
recoveries; 6 of th^ recoveries took jriaoq after 
tracheotomy, leaving 4 In Which medical Ifcatment 
alone availed. 

Whatever type the disease n^y assume, or how- 
ever opposite msy be our conception of its patbo* 
Ioj/icm! relations, IIk- nbjf<'t of treatment will l>e the 
sauie. Suffocation threatens from narrowing of tiui 
callbraof the taiynx by the fimnatioa of a mem- 
brane within it, and bearing thi« in niind mcdicul 
treatment will L>u indicated, 1st, to endeavor to limit 
the exudative process; 3d, to dissolve and 
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the exudate; ltd, to assist the expulsion of the loos 
ened membnae; Mi. to reHcm laryngeal tpMoi: 
and 5th, to support the strong tli Mriny cases of 
lAryogeal diphtheria are attended by more or less 
phaiyngeftl exndata The treatment of that featora 
of the (iiscasc is not witliin tlic province of this pa- 
per. When it occurs it is understood that appro- 
priate trcatmcDt miut be iaatituted. 

To fill the Afst iadicatton we have no apedflc. ' 

Many renoedios havr' been tMTOqght forward, most of 
them only to fail and be forgotteo. In times past I 
calomel was used Ua Itsauppoaed aatiplaatlc action. | 
and at the present time reports chilming for it an 
ahnost specific action arc goiug the rounds of the 
medical journals. I have treated one case with the 
largt' doses uow rc(onira(.'nded, but with very evi- 
dent harmful results. Chlorate of potassium and 
chloride of ammonhim bare the oonfldence of some 
mamlMn of the profesdon. 1 have had but little 
experience with them. A remedy that will suggest 
itself immediately under this head, considering that 
we have to treat an inflammatory disease preceded 
by a slas^'e of contre'^tion is the application of cold. 
The UryujL t>t:iug ueai' the cutaneous surface tl \ 
' may be efScienily used althar in the shape of dothi I 
•wrung out of cold water or n tmirof ice. No stage , 
nor form of the disease coutnuadicates its use, but it 
wlU manlfaatlj be of the greatoat benefit In those , 
cases where th'- '^iirn^ of fliphtheritir infection are 
least marked, and iu tiu; early stNge of the disease I 
when tiw nudate b foming. I have given, where | 
poesible, sulphate of quinine to restrain exudation 
in full doeee — two grains every two or three i-ours i 
for aevvnl doom to a diUd three yean old— It baa ! 
seemed often to exercise the most beoeficiil in flu- I 
eooe over tiie progrew of the disease. During iu ' 
adminlitratlon the evetdng eiaoerbathma of | 
dyfipnwa have been less severe, the morning rcmls- 
sioos more pronounced, and the attacks of laryngeal 
spasm ameliorated. Quinine has no action that 
would indicate that it had any influence on the 
formed membrane; hence here it must be preventive 
rather than curative. Its effect In restraining exu- 
datton, and deminisbiug the acoottpanyliig csdema 
may »>e explained by its well-known action of 
checking the rapidity of whil^ blood cell migraliuu 
and dapret-sing the circulation. The laryngeal 
spasms are rulii'ved uudouhtedly by Uie diminution 
of the reflex irrilabilily of the laryngeal nerves. In 
SO of the above cases the remedy was used for a suf- 
ficient time to ()l)tain it.s full effect. Of this number 
10 died and 10 recovered. Tracheotomy was per- 
formed on 9 with 41 recoveries. These are cxoellent 
results. Vjul it must he addrt! in explanation that 
other elements assisted to produce them. A ma- 
jority of the caaaa were under treatment ftom the 
inception of thedlsetise. and other remedies, such as 
steam and eroetks, were energetically used. It is ' 
vny dilBcttlt under auch drcumsianoea to detennlne 
by olinical methods the exatt value of a single thera- 
peutic agent. 
The ssoond indication must be met by topical 



measures. The only practicable method of Intro-, 
dudttg* medicament Into the bnynz In this diaaaaa 
is either by vapor or .<(pray. The latter method is 
preferred, the spray being produced by a steam 
atomiier. and In this oonntry is the m^ tnalment 

r>f mnnr physicians for the disease. Many rrrnrrlies 

have lieen suggested for use in Uiis way on account 
of Iheir solvent aetiott upon f alss merabmnes. My 
experience is confined to four: Solutions in water of 
bicarbonate of sodium 1:100; lactic acid 1:50; 
hydrate of potaasfom 1 :1000; and ofDdnal lime water. 
I have Ix'en unable to detect :iny difference in their 
action and have used them indiscriminately, giving 
the preference, perhaps, to bicarbonate of sodium. 
l)ecause it wa,s the handiest. In 28 cases the steam 
atomizer was used, with 4 recoveries attributable to 
medical treatment. It is impossible to say to what 
extent the remedy was useful. I have but littla 
faith in the solvent power of medicated steam sprar. 
Even when the atomizer can be used almost coo- 
tinuouslj tim amonat of the medicament that reaches 
the larynx must be rprr small; not enough, I think, 
to have much effect. Thus, I have seen a spray 
projected fbr hours directly against a phaiyi^saal 
exudate, also against a laryngeal membrane exposed 
by a tracheotomy wound, without producing any 
visible change. Although possessing bat little sol* 
vent power, steam spray is of considerable value in 
the treatment of this disease. It frequently de- 
creases the dyspnesa in a naAed maimer, and it is 
often eagerly inhaled by the little patients. It n ts, 
probably, as a warm moist appli<»tion. diminishing 
dm mdema and reflex irritabtUtf of the laryiiz. to 
many cases. howcvfT it iq imj ofisible to use an 
atomizer, and we may substitute for it warm YMpor 
of water, medicated or not. Vapor generated by 
slaking lime is a favorite remedy with .«on;r ordinary 
steam is about as useful, and many ways wiil sug- 
gest themselves to the phyaiefaNi for keqplnf the aii- 
of an ^Mitment antorated witii it. 

Coughing is nature's method of remoirtng fwdgn 

substances from the respiratory passages. In chil- 
dren with croup the cough is often too feeble to 
expel the mucttu.s and shreds of OMmbrane from the 
ltiryn.\, and we may hnve recourse to emetics m 
produce more violeui expulsive efforts. Those moit 
in ir> ipecac, turpeth mineral, aulphaie <it cop- 
per and alum. My experience is confined to the 
first two. Ipecac, increases the secretion of the 
bronchial and tracheal mucous membranes^ and, al> 
though it has some depressing effect, i<; generally 
the most valuable of the emetics. Turpeth mineral 
acta promptly, without much depression, end is not 
liable to produce intestinal irritatioQ. The effect of 
emesis is almost entirely mechanical, the dilatation 
of the glottis, which aoeompanles the act, exposing 
a large part of the larynx to the current of air from 
the lungs. Although permanent benefit is rare^ Uie 
result of the administration of an emetic-^vddi me 
it ha.s never been — a full dose of ipecac, or turpeth 
mineral may be given with a view of detaching the 
membrane from the larynx or expelling a loosened 
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piece. Should benefit follow it may be repeated at 
appropriate interyals. In the Uat stage, when reflex 
inttability is obtunded bj curbonic aoid poisoning 
an emetic will often fat! to ant and should be given 
with circnmspectiou. n can do but Uule good 
and may prove a dangerous gastro-inteBtinal irritant 
should tracheotomy be performed. Thus, iu one of 
my tracheotomies, apparently the most favorable of 
all my caM«, the patieiit died fram exhaiiatiOB laiffs- 
)y due to a very viViciit ;itt!ick of enterocolitis 
brought on by large and repeated doses of "goose- 
fllt." adinliilalMred by tbe notlier to pvodnee emeiAi. 

In all cawfi there rrr'jr r^prri itly in the second 
stage, spasmodic attacks of distretti^ing and danger- 
ous dytpBtta. Qatelne and steam, as stated alMfve, 
relieve this symptom to a certain extent, but often 
more direct aaU-spasmodics are necessary. Bromide 
of anuiioiiitnB, in fidi doaea. and opium. I have 
found to be the most cfTlcient. 

Ill the last stage of the dlomir stimulant!} are re- 
quired to whip up the ertausted reepi ratory nervottt 
centre and muscles. Alcohol and carbonate of am- 
monia hold the first place and may be given freely. 
When a tracheotomy is contemplated I am very par- 
ticular in regard to this point. 

Now, to snm up. in a few words, the medical treat- 
ment that I ^ink will give a child with croup tlie 
liest chanoM of recovery: the patient should be 
placed in a warm moist atmosphere and a cathartic 
administered; if pharyngeal disease be present, pro- 
per local treatment directed thereto; In suitable cases 
a bag of ice, or cold el nth? applied to the neck; full 
doses of quinine and moderate cinrhonism kept Up; 
the flteam atomizer used as continuously as peeslUe; 
an occasional emetic during the first and «trcnnd 
stages; anodynes to relieve spasm, and stimulanu to 
snitalB the stienglh. 

In rf"r'aTT! tn 'hf efBcacy of the ahovr trcatraent, 
even wliea faithfully carried out, I can say but little. 
In meet of mj esses medical trsalineot was almost 
usf>1('s<! and my experiecr* , T flu 1, rorresponds with 
that of all physiclaos who have many cases of mem- 
branous croop to treat Tbe nature and extent of 
llie disease have very innxirtant relations to thiR 
question. Just as pharyngeal diphtheria presents 
dl grades of severity, so also does the disease wlien 
manifested in tbe larynx. Many cases show such 
slight constitutional disturbance that they would al- 
most pass unnoticed were it not for the peculiar 
symptoms that a membrane in the larynx produces; 
and again the diphtheritic toxieniia may be so grave 
as grnUly to hasten the fatal result. In the same 
manner the exudate shows variations in different 
eases. Thus, the membrane is frwiuently thin and 
Boft. and loosely attached to the mucous mcmbraue: 
or it is thldc and firm, but lln i< l o the upper part 
of the larynx, around tbe epi>!;luttis and above the 
vocal cords; or, as is too often the case, it is thick, 
lough and firmly attaclu'd, and extends throughout 
the ^s'holc of the larynx and trachea, and sometimes 
even into the broncnial tubes. The few cases lliat 
I have had recover with roedfcil tieatment belonged 
0 the milder forms of the disease; they wm cases 



In which the local symptoms, particularly, were not 
severe. In none of them was tbe dyspacsa great 
enough to cause immediate spprdienalon. 

The only cases then that seem to offer any ho|fi' of 
success with medical treatment are those iu which 
the disease is very mild and limited or can be made 
so by the feeble measures we possess. 

When a firm membnme tias formed over a large 
am Sa the hnynx I can see bat little hofw for the 
patient through medical means; such a c;"'''^ v.-ni in 
all probability progress to a fatal issue. To be .<ture, 
tiie membrane may be cast off bodily and a cure re- 
sult; but this happens po rarely that it can 1m- Inoki d 
I upon only as a bare possibility. The membrane was 
ejected in one of my eases only to re-form and neoes- 
I sitate trachcnt mv 

Tbe question of tracheotomy in croup does not be> 
long to this paper. In regard to Its advisability the 
few cases I have ralated apeak mon eloqnently than 
I can. 

In eonclurion, Vtt. President, I would emfdissice 

the lesson that my experience has langht me: that i.* 
that in a laixe percentage of the cases of membran- 
ous Inflammation of tbe larynx, tracheotomy is tiie 
only treatment that offers any hope of sucoesr*, an<i 
that whatever medical treatment is instituted it 
^old never be of such a character as to unfit the 
patient tor that opeimtioin. 

♦ ■ 

The Maaaf«maBt of Potts' uInc.im of Syine In 
Very Young Children. 

HY HAL C. WTMAS. M. 1)., DETHOIT, .MICH.*' 

The fact that the dreadful malady men t ioned in 
the title fraquendy attaelta children under five yean 

of age and subject t(j rapid growth, makes it neces- 
sary to exercise great caution in the selection of pro- 
per apparatus fbr the tnatment of these unliwtnnate 
little ones. 

A skilled and experienced surgeou has remarked 
in my hearing that he would rather see his children 
dead than to see them suffer from spinal caii^ and 
the painful treatment by rigid appliances which *•! 
dom does little more than postpone the unsatisfac- 
tory temdnathm of the disease. This ghwny view 
of the management of a quit*' f^omnnon disease im- 
pressed me profoundly. 1 saw m my own practiee 
not a few children whose pinched and sloldy faoeM 
told plainly that the excoriations and difficult breath 
iug caused by the rigid plaster-of- Paris jacket were 
adding to the fret and worry impeeed by fhedlaeaae. 
Bringing to mind tli'- TTinrvfiously rapid growth of 
all the tissues in childiioud and tbe great length of 
time that apparatna mnat lie worn to be of useln the 
treatment of Potts' disease, I >:iw rii arly that the 
plaster Jacket must be removed often or it would be 

I dangerously detrimental to the health of the young 
sufferers. T And it impracticable to renew the jacket 

I in cases under five years of age often enough to keep 
paee with the growth of the respiratory and dige^ 

* Prufesaoruf Phjatolnior and Histology. MiohiKan C'^llr^v 
eCMedtetoe. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



3.^2 



IHF MEDICAL AGE. 



tive organs and of the deep muscles of the back 
which are of great use in diminiahing the pressure 
on the diseased bodirs of the v<?rtfbrit', and have 
instead used a aimpler appAruUi:^ winch is applied 
mora ctiOjr ud wbieh is removed whenever it 
iinnoys the peace and comfort of the pnri* ut. In 
adjueting it the child is laid with iu buck up acrosi^ 
tll0 nurse's liip SI I as to extend the spine to nearly the 
normal limit. A piece of cotton flauuel is laid uexl 
liie akin of the badt. ezteodiog well up over neck 
and shoulders aad down ov«r the flaenun, coverinc 
itome lesB than one half the cimmiferfncc of the 
trunk. Over this is laid a sheet of absorbent cottoa. 
Then « bandage of dieese doth sis inches wide and 
two or three yards lonir, with the mt-slio carffiilly 
flUed with plaater of Paris, la dipped in water and 
foMed ap and down over the cotton and nibbed 
mi >th witli the hand, as in making the plaster 
jacket. Kezt a roller of cheese cloth six inches wide 
is passed raund the trunk, and in flgme 8 about the 
shoulders and pelvis until the plaster ij^ flrmly 
adapted to the back. When it has set the bandage 
may he anrolled from the trunli and a good flrm 
ca«t of the back be removed. The edges of llic col- 
tun flannel inajr be sewn to the edges of the plaater 
and the dorabillty of the apparatus greatly increased. 
To apply it all that is necessary is to fit it to the 
back and fasten it there by a good broad roller of 
cheese cloih carried over it and aroaod the trunk. 
If properly made it will not slip. Nu great skill is 
necessary to fasten it with the roller. The facility 
with which it may be removed and replaced enables 
the none to give the mnacles of the l.^ack a good 
thorough nibbing every night, thereby inrmwinp 
their power uud enabling them lo exercise the full 
limit of their power in maintaining the spine in a 
position that will permit veiy little prsssure or fiic- 
Uon of the diseased parts. 

So much fmr the auuiagenient of Ftotts' disease in 
young children by means of apparntiiR. but it is only 
a small part of what must be done by other means 
to bring the case to a sotisfactony terminatkin. Tliere 
are two objects to be attained by treatment : one is 
to avert the tendency to death from gradual ex- 
baustioo. and the other is to limit the degree of de- 
formity, fioth of thes*' i)ur[)osfs involve in their 
conaideratiou a determination of the stage of the 
disease. After abseeae has formed and opened by 

•iinusts in groin (ir gluteal fold or I'lsewhcrt', when 
the case first comes under good surgical care the pus 
caTities moat be caiefully waslied with antiseptic 
Miluiionp. I have 8yrin;:i>d such rlmnnels daily with 
a wash composed of boracic acid \ sa, corrosive 
sublimate gr. ss, pure water Ojv, warmed to the 
temperature of the body before using. Two ouncetn 
of this solution will uaualljr suffice to flood and 
thoroughly cleanse the dnnses. 

In a case where an ugly siniis discharged between 
the angles of the 10th and 11th ribs I made a 
fwnestnim in the plaster cast, and while it was not 
neeeasuy for the purpose of washing merely it was 
very convenient for the application of absorbent 
<.ottou to take up the di<M.'barge!i after wa^ihiug. All 



siniute^ after cleansing with Hm afbre-menttooed 

solution )^hould be carefully protected by a dressing 
of alMurbeiit cott<itj or cjakum and a layer of anti- 
septic gauze; septic fever may be effectually oom- 
batted by these moans. 

In the sts^:c which prec«'de«» the formation of sinuses 
the patient should be cxauuned often and the mo- 

I ment fluctuation is detected the aspirator should 
bc> u.sed t4> withdraw the fluid. The stricteatcleanli 
ness should be observed in this matter. The smailcsi 
quantity of air entering an atisoesa may Im a eoaioe 
of septic infection. Cfiildren are very s.-nniiive to 
putridity. I have kauwo the careless use of the 
aspirator to be followed liy weeksof beetle and pain, 
causing life to be dispaired of. Before iih-^rcss ap- 

i pears, while nature is carrying off the products of 
her attempts to repair tlie damage whldi has been 
done by trauma and miseri pbysiologique, the treat- 
Should be of a character lo diminish the tendency to 
abeeeao and llmit'the anoimt of deformity. At ttis 
stage of the v»t» there is often no distortion of the 

I spinal column to make clear the diagnosis, but it is 
a period when sound principlea of treatment are 
quite sure to obtain satisfaetofj results. It is now 
I that t!i(' cast is likely to prove most benefioial by 
lioiiting the movements of the vertebrw, and thai 
the so-called oooatitntional treatment avails some- 
\h\iM' by getting the system into the best poaslble 
cundition. 

In additioa to theekhibmon of the saltt of iron 

and lime nnr! r;f tlie bitter tonics per o», I have 
constantly resorted lo the use of quinia and morphia 
by inundione with moat Imppy sneeem in obtain* 
iiiL' tbfir antiperiodic and quieting effects. That 
opium and its alkaloids are of great use in preTeot* 
ing the retrograde eluDgea tnddent to thb dlseaae 
h)LS been shown by the uniform succe^ with which 
they have been used by adulle. The aliptic art is 
almoat forgotten In mo<tem therapy, but If any 

' prac'titioncr, >ikeptical of its value in the manage- 
ment of diseases which fret and worry away the 
peace of children, will lake the trouUe to mb Into 

i the skin of a child 3 years old, restless and peevish 
with Pott's disease, a drachm of good clean ointment 
containing one eighth of a grain of oleate of 
morphia, eveiy night before retiring, be will satisfy 
I himself of a very good r(!mpdy and find an explana- 
tion of tlie praises* .sung of the aliptar by the Greeks 
I and liomaos. The rubbing of the skin with the 
! nmofth b'lnd conduc^es to sleep by inhibiting 
' the irniuiHiity of the peripheral nerves. The 
aliptic method of using remedies to Improve the 
general tone of the fystem, and -in Mpftaratus which 
by the facility with which it way W temuved and 
replaced, favora moat this metliod Is tlie most 
rational and the nv-^-^ nt < 'i '1 mean."? of trefltiug 
one of the most pail ful i^n: fatal diBeaues of duld 
hood. Contrast i; ^mUi ; > ireatment by hxcd ap- 
paratus and the absurd atu-nipts at removal of de- 
formity by coastant cxteiiHion. By the fOfUer 
method you mnjr'aee the development of oonpensa- 
; tory cnrres with which the ddlll grows out of his 
di>sca.se and deformity ; by the latlCT yOQ see him 
grow septic«?mic and die. 
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BcmNCB AKD Patriotuk. — Science is, of course, 
ooanopoiitan.aod there to somethio; anaeemly io at- 
tempting to influence its proy:rc89 by prejudice or 
my of the aeaUmeate wiucU aro not of kindred 
brndCb. It kttowt odtlier eouDtiy nor natlooslity 
and all its deToteea are brethren. It flourishes best 
in an atmosphere which is deadly to the more 
human passions, and where it is hampered by these 
it droops and dies. It is god-like in its aims, 
haviog for its mission the greatest good of all. It is 
eminently altruistic in itn scope and egoism is un- 
favorable to its develop meoL 

But while these declarations are axiomatic there is 
also a seotimeut wtiicii wt; call patriotism which is 
ft powtrful elsmeot in human afftin, and which has 
been a more potent factor in human progress than 
even adence itself. While, therefore, science must 
be f oaleNd, tha foatadng nanst not ba at tha eKpaaaa 
of patriotism. We are wont to deplore the jealousy 
which exists between the French and the German 
aavanta, but we uttit not forxat that patrlottom 
is rtt the root of this jealousy and that without 
patriotism neither Germany nor France would have 
reached that development aa naUoiia wMch has 
made it ponible for them to give to humaiiity their 
acientista. 

Theae reflecUona are the aomewhat crudely 

crystallized outc'Mne of a consideration of the ap- 
parently growini; tendency on the part of American 
physicians, and particularly of the more lecent 
progeny, to exalt foreigners and foreign institutions 
at the expense of home talent and institutions. It 
ha» even already come to the pasis in which a grow- 
ing element in the profeatlon of this country affect 
to dei-pise the praetitioner who ha« not "hren 
abroad," and who i» nt)i able to H[>eak of "my friuud 
Blghllnka, of London," or who h;t.H not stood at Um 
elbow of *'in7 friend Pietael. of Berlin/' or aarred 



as bottle-holder for "my friend Francois, of Paris 
(ParM).** Doubtleea the advantagea of a foreign trip 

and of even but a few week's niin;.'ling with the 
leadeia abroad are vety beneficial, but if they can- 
not be cajuyed without generating the spirit of 
toadyism, wbich is so manifest in the correspond- 
ence of those who have of late years enjoyed them, 
it were infinitely Ixstter for Amcri<»n medicine, and 
for the American people, that our callow youth be 
kept at home. It seems to have become the correct 
thing and "in good form" for "our foreign corres- 
pondent," (who in most instance has been an M. D. 
only since the preceding spring) to eflTu.se till he 
"slops ovor" on the personnel of the foreign profea- 
aor, aud to correspondingly belittle, by implia^on at 
least, the American teacher. We have known a 
young man to pass a very indifferent examination 
for Ua dagiee hi aa American college, Imnaedialely 
after which he went n^road. On his return In the 
course of a few months, during which he had 
traveled tbrongh Burope and vtolted nearly all of 
the seats of learning, his reports of what he 
had learned were simply startling and im- 
preased ua very deeply with the knack which 
foreigners have developed for iufu^iiiir knowl- 
edge into the indifferent American atudent. 
The young man aettled in our midst, much to the 
dread of the simple, home-made doctors, but in the 
course of a comparatively abort lime it would have 
required more than the evidenoe of his work to con- 
vince one that ho had ever held a sponge for Billroth 
or cleaned a catheter for Sir Henry Thompson. 

Medical education ati conducted in the colleges of 
this country has unquestionably degenerated to ft 
low e^^tate. and it would be wrung to attempt to 
pallialii it, but the fact d'jm uul urj^uu that Ameri- 
can teachm are less competent than those of other 
coantrlea or that the faciUtiea afforded in thla 
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country, for acquiring a medioal ednartfoa tM Ifie 

ferior to those furnished abroad. The young mul 
who has the material io him and who is mora 
Hnzioufl 10 be a good doctor than to lunv '*M. D.** 

aiBzed to hia name, may gratify his umbitirn af- 
■ucceasf ally in America as he can in Europe. Be- 
cause oar medical schools oommh the fatal felttoder 

of admilUog men unfitted by either nature or educa- 
tion to receive a medical training, and as a conse- 
quence turn loose upon a iong-auflering community, a 
hoide of incompetents, it does not follow that they 
hawnot the facilities for niiiiiinj? j»ofyd doctors out 
of good material. To mainLaia that they huve not 
la at onco to support an error and to create a dis- 
tru.st whicli Is ilamaging to the cause of American 
medicai education, destrucUve of proper national 
pride and ea kol atod to foster contempt for ns 
abroad. 

America is young, but she is a young giantess, 
pregnant with poastbllttlea. Beeanse of her youth 
she laclcs much which time alone can produce; but 
while this is true in respect to many of the arts and 
sciences It is not true of the science and art of medictne 
or surgery. In these latter she is not only not inferior 
but Is positively superior to Europe, her European 
boadicB to the contrary notwithstanding. When it 
is remembered that Kallh, the gnat Scotch gyne- 
cologist, to whose shrine Americans malce their 
pilgrimages, seud^ his sou to the home of Sims and 
Bmmet and Thomas to lean gyancology, that 
our surgical literature was never equalled in the 
world's hiatoiy, that many of the treatises by 
Anoiiettia an adopted as tett-booka tn European 
medical colleges, and that the names of many of our 
teachers are familiar as Iiousehold words among 
piqnlclaiii ererywheie. then will be dlseovend a 
tery sufficient reason why fledglings be kept at home 
and not suffered to bring their country into con- 
tempt abroad. Then am braadMa of medidne. as 
microeeopy, ])atho!ogy and medical chemistry, for 
hiigher advancement in which the facilities of the 
old world are snperior to onn, but then ie no valid 
reason why any one except the specialiat who 
devotes liis life exclusively to theno, should go 
abrnad to aliidy even these. For all the requisites 
of the first class physician the fuclllties for the 
Study of these are abundantly supplied in our best 
ooHeges. 

What Aniericaa medicine needs is such a copious 
infusion of the spirit of patriotism as will deter our 
young domestic toadies from instituting invidious 
comparisons between Snrope and America. If It la 
second to European medicine in any particular, the 
cause is not ineradicable, and with a proper infusion 
of patriotism, yea of even the somewhat narrow 
patriotism of France, the cause would 8o< n l e re 
moved. This spirit would place such a premium 
on exoellenoe in directions in which we ere weak, as 
would divert to them such native talent as would in 
a few yean develop such strength out of this wealt- 
ness as would mnke us the peers of our most illoa- 
trioos eiemplarB. 



Tn HuomoAir HBinoai. Act. — Under Vb» pro- 
visions of the medical bill passed at the last session 
ol our state legislature, three months,from September 
6th to the 6lli Inst, wen set apart as the time dur- 
ing which pTiyaicians recognized as qualified to 
practice, were permitted to register their names and 
qualldcattoas witii the comity decks of their respec- 
tive counties. Inasmuch as no provision is made in 
' this remarkable instrument for registration subse- 
I quent to the Gth inst., the liooks are now dosed and 
all resident physicians who may have failed toregis- 
; ter up to that time, or strangrers who may attempt 
to practice in Michigan after lhi& date, will render 
thenis«Ivea liable to the pains and penalties of the 
law. We understand that several of our leading 
physicians have failed to register, and their cases 
will be watched with Interest. 

Wc took occasion on the passage of the amateur 
attempt at law-making wliich resolted in this bur- 
lesque wUdk has been saddled on the people and 
the profession, at least until the next legislature re- 
moves it, to point out some of its ridiculous featores. 
The little taste which we have had of its practical 
worltlng has but served to reveal other abuses which 
are possible under It, abuses whic h fortunately have 
I l>een estopped by the blunder winch prevents further 
j accession of the ranks of the profession of Michigan 
of competent physiciani! during the next two years. 
In this county the contains numerous names of 
students, (aetnal and proapeetive), monntobaiiks, 
negro "root and yarh" doctors, tt id genus omne. and 
by such accessions the number of practitioners, so- 
called, has besii suddenly Incnsasd to an axteat 
which will amply compensate for the future exclu- 
sion under the Act. Thus far, therefore, the Ad 
I has been a positive mlsdii«f. It has stimtilated lo 
nn nn-vonled degree of activity the very evil it wa- 
supposed to tiave been designed to remedy. There | 
is muefa in its workings to justify the assumptloo i 
that it was drafted in the interests of "the chil<lren 
of darkness," who have thus furnished fresh evi* i 
denoe of the fsel that they are possessed of a wisdom ' 
which makcH them more than a match for "the 
children of light. " But wiietber or not the bill was 
prepared in the interests of this dass. fha t&A thai 
it has been manipulated in those latensts la too 
patent to admit of question. 

Ttiis faux pa» iu medical legislation is after all 
searoaly surprising. The bill was diaftsd without 
any con'^nltnTinr wirli the profession and by some 
one whose siaudiug in the profession is not known 
to have famished him with any warrant to speak or 
act for it. It was said in excuse of it when it was 
first laid before the profession, which was not until 
it had become a law, that it was at least a b^inning 
in the way of medical legislation in this state, and 
that, therefore, it was better than nothing. But the 
groundlessness of even tills poor palliation of It haa 
already Ih'cd ab\indanlly demonstrated. It has thos 
far wrought only unadulterated mischief, unleis it 
may subsequently appear that it has had the effect 
of convlndng the ptofesslon of the importaooe of 
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dMt aotive parilcipatioD, on the neceMity of which 
we hare the satufactioD of taavfiig laalfltisd, in shap- 
ing legifllatioo affeotiag its own aid tfw peoples' lo- 
terests. 



Philadelphia CteBBBPONDSNCB.— You have 
aaked for a correspondence suitable for your pages, 
and since your sprightly, entertaining journal edifies 
and kulmde Ibe profeaaioa. in Ita own peculiar and 

pleasing way. I cannot bettor comply with your 
request than by gathering together a few items that 
iHn Uutmet and poealbly at the aame time entertain- 

?nmc of our larger commercial centres arc wont 
to poke fun at Philadelphia, to call us old fogy, be- 
hind the age. the thlrty-fliat ward of New York, and 
ao on, and while wc must admit that we are not 
quite as wild in our speculations, extravagant in our 
expenses, nor as bombastic in our self-ooneeft aa 
some of our large ncigliborj?, there is oue point, and 
an exceedingly important one, in which we yield 
the palm to no In llie Vnton: we are Just as 
truly the medical metropolis of America to-day as 
we were in the days of Physic, Dewees, Chapman 
and Jackson. Outside of New York, this position 
is cheerfully conceded to us, but the commercial 
head centre, with the European idea that New York 
is the United Slates, U jealous of our prestige and 
laja clalmB, which she cannot maintain, to a medical 
supremacy. An impartial observer, who visits our 
numerous hospitals, inspects our two magniOcently 
equipped medical schools and spcnda a few evcnii,g» 
with our various medical societies, cannot help but 
be convinced that Phihulelphia stands pre-eminent 
aa ft city for medical education. 

But enough self-laudation; let us see what our 
medical men are doing. Last Saturday Professor 
Winiam H. Pancoast operated for cataract at the 
Philadelphia TTospital. He is a beautiful operator 
and it ia marvelous to see how deftly he manipulates 
about such a delicate oigan as the eye; lie prefen 
the operation of displacement lo that of extraction 
(when feasible) because there is less systemic shoclt 
and less danger of injury to the eye. 

Has it ever occurred to you how much force is 
requited to dislocate a joint; this was well illustrated 
wlien Dr. Pancoast was excidag a hip joint, for 
even after all the ligaments had been divided, it re- 
quired a considerable exercise of strength (and Dr. 
P. is a strong man) to force the bone out of Its 
socket. 

Dr. MaoFarlan made some interesting remarks on 
typhoid fever, in the course of which he ridiculed 
the idea of endeavoring to cure the disease; he has 
tried all the recommended remedies and has had 
much better recalls since be has settled down to the 
plan of supporting his patient and keeping himalive 
until the disease runs its course. 

We all know how difficult it sometimes is to 
deeMa whether a woman is pregnant Dr. Parish 
recently exhibited a case in point at one of his 
clinics. The patient was a weak-minded woman of 
dissolate luAits, in whom a hitherto regular moi- 



atruatiou had suddenly ceased. Failing to find the 
usual mMpmary, abdominal or vaginal evidences of 
prepnancy, Dr. P. concluded that she was sufTering 
from «uppressiou, produced by u geueraily vitiated 
and depressed condition of the system, due to her 
mode of life. He was afraid to introduce n sound 
into the uterus, lest, should pregnancy possibly 
exist, he might cause abortioo. 

Our county society. recently de voted an evening to 
the subject of alcohol. The opinion seemed much 
divided aa to whether the moderate use of alcohol is 
injurious to healthy humanity, and while the evi- 
dence of some of those best qualified to speak, was 
that it was not, yet I fear tl»t enou^ importance 
was not attached to the amlnguity of the word 
"moderate," for any one with half an eye, can ob- 
serve that a moderate quantity to one would be an 
excessive amount to another and vke xhtm; "one 
man's meat is another man's poison," you know. 
There was one point upon which there seemed to be 
a great unanimity of opinion, and it is an impotltttt 
point, namely that when a physician desires to pre- 
scribe alcohol for its medicinal effect, he had better 
order it pure and simple, diluting and flavoring it. 
if he chooses, instetul of giving it in the form of 
manufactured liquors, for thus, and thus only, can 
he acoQfately gauge bis dose and avoid the prevalent 
adulterations. 

It was a somewhat ran and iateresting case of 
gastric ulcer tliat Dr. Dulles preanited to tihe 

Pathological Society lately; interesting, because 
while the patient (a woman) had for a long time 
vomited almost couUnuoualy, yet for six weeks be- 
fore her death then was neither nausea nor vomit- 
ing, though she was very careless of her diet, eating 
pretty mucli as she cliosc. The autopsy revealed a 
very large ulcer that liad eaten completely through 
the walls of the i^tctniich. extravasation of the con- 
tents of which orguQ wiut only prevented by inflam- 
matoiy adhesionB to the qiteiBn. The absence of 
vomiting towards the end was probably explained 
by a very much dilated pyloric orifice, which allowed 
a fkee passage for the food. The fact that pain was 
absent late in the di<:ea.'?e might be accounted for by 
the law of tolerance, the inflamed and irritable 
stomach becoming ao aocostomtd to the entnnoe of 
food that ita abnormal sensitiveneas had beoome 
blunted. 

A question of considerable practical Interest was 

raised by Dr. de Schweinitz (son of the Moravian 
Bishop) when he presented a specimen of scirrhus, 
removed from the male breast. It was a recurrent 
tumor and since tl>e secondary disease had for its 

point of morbid departure the site of insertion of a 
suluro at the time of the primary operation, Dr, 
de 8. suggested that in all operations for the removal 
of malignant growths it would be well to cxamiuo 
microscopically Uie edges of the proposed tliips, tu 
ascertain whetiier they may not contain the dormant 
germs of malignant disease, ready to be fanned into 
activity by some irritant, such as the passage of a 
autnra. 
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It ia comfortlBg when we hare sucb meo as Dn. 
flfllhr, Bmen and J. 0. WHiob a i p w lhair Mief 

that » great many cases of constimptlon are abso- 
lutely curable, if taken early and Dr. Bruen holds, 
as one would zmturally sappoee, that the prognoele 

is moro favorable when the tuberculous process In 
the lung is circumscribed or limited^ so-to-speak. 
even flwiigh the diwaeed area b a oonpanttvely 

large one, than when It is dissemioated thioiiigbioat 
ihe organ, though in small amounts. 
Br. O'Hara has had oteelleiit resiilts from the use 

< f rictus sfraiidiflorua in a Cfiae of dllat. i? irui fHil- 
iog heart, in an old man (over seventy) when 
digitalis and othnr ranedles had signally failed to 
afford relief. 

Pcoiesior Stilli has finally determined to resign 
bis diidr in Hie iinlvenltj at the end of the present 
session. What a grand' old naa he is! His intro- 
ductory address at the opening of this winter's 
session at the university was one of the most scholar- 
ly essays it has ever been my pieasim to read. 

One by one the olri familijir faces arc gr;i(ln!iny 
dropping out of tlie uuivtmty profe&siuDal chairs, 
and while one naturally feels sad to see old teachers 
dropping into the downward current of life, bearing 
them on to the other shore, yet, at the same time, 
the friendaof tbia veaefable inatitutlon need mvt 
fear, for as each one re* ires, hia place has l)een and 
no doubt will be moiii admirably and acceptably 
mied. Profestor BttlM's reaignatioo, meaat Pro- 
fc-'^nr ppppcr's elevation, and a more capable man 
does not wear American medical liveiy. I doubt 
If there la a better read mas la our profe^oa In thia 

country and he eertaloly pn ,si ^ ^ in:^rvelous eiecu- 
tive ability; I have it from reliable authority, that, 
•fnoe hie Installatloo as pnmiet of the Univeraity Oess 
than two years) he has secured doDatioil% aggregat- 
ing more than half a miliioo of dollar*. 

Speaking of wdl readnieii. Dr. Roberte Batfholow 
is a prodigy in this respect. He attends every 
meeting of the College of Physicians, and no mailer 
what may be the subject, nor how divene the 
naixtte of the papers read, when the time for dis- 
cu9S!on arrives, he almost invariably has something 
to say, and, what isedifyiog and worthy of imita- 
UoD. beddee belitg rare, iatliat what he say* la 
wrrth listening to. The Jefferson College aeonred 
a siroog man when they got hold of him. 

Om of onr ondiangefl recently aeked the qaestion 
odiitorfall7 whetlier it is JuetillaUe to resect the can- 
creous pylorns. and its statistics answered tlie iiiu t 
tion conclusively in the ncgative.for sevcnty-fivc pt r 
cent, of the reported cases have termioated fatally. 
Why is it that German f!tirfr<"ry sacri fires prudence 
to telatT For tliis operation is essentially a 
mifMh ptDeedors; le It another result of the 
Frai:co-Pru3sian war? Anything to eclipse the 
French, anything to make a hurrah and cause Gtr- 
waaaf to be talked about. Certainly the reckless 
disregMf'i nf human life and r ; ""i cipitancy and 
haste ho markedly displayed iu ilie evldeuliy pre- 
mature deductions of Kodi eoooernlog hi* tubecde 



bacillus, are not, to say the l^t, in keeping with 
tlw natural phlegutttiim, ddiberation and foK« 

thought of the Germans, no where better disp'sypd 
than in their careful preparations for this very war. 
It oertalaly leeme timt Formadls omrtomlcal theory 
of the etiology of tuberculosis has mnrh more to 
commend it to the acceptance of the profession than 
hae Koeh'b rod-lilce dedueUoni, yet outelde of a 
comparatively small circle. I ver tun to .say that bat 
few physiciaaa even know the nature of Formsd's 
▼fewa, while tlie merest tyro. aye. even those ouisUe 
tiie profession can talk a.4 glilily ii-s you plettsc about 

I Koch's bacillus. It is more sensational in its astute 
and human beioge love eeneatioo. I do not meaa to 
iH-little Koch's little friends; they, no doubt, possess, 
as Dr. Austin Flint (Sr.) says, "considerable diagnos- 
tic and prognostic significance, " but what I do say 
is, that it has never been proven and neither dom it 
j seem likely that it will ever be positively demon- 
I stratcd, that these bacilli are, per m, the cauae of 
j tuberculosis. 

What do yon think of the dethronement of our 
I old typhoid king. Sewer Gas? La.st winter. Dr. 
Oeotge Hamilton of this city opened the campaign, 
in a paper before the College of Puysiciuns. Dr. 
Ayers of California, (San Franclscu.) in a paper 
before the State ISodety. fell into line, the noted 
sanit.iry engineer. Colonel Warini^, took the oath of 
allegiance, and, if I mistake not, the majority of 
thoee who have conaidered the eubjeet atteatlvdy. 
have enlisted in the anti sewer gas-origin of typhoid- 
fever army. Exactly what sewer gas is, is one of 
thoee things that no fellow can And out. Of eomw, 
as its name implies, it is gas, or gases generated by 
organic decomposition in a sewer, but since the con- 
tents of sewers am and do vary very materially, so 
the composition of sewer gas is not a constant q/aur 
tity. But. as I understand the views of th^ meo. 
they claim wliat we must all concede to be very 
rational, namely, that the inhalathm, slmfdy, of the 
resultant gnscs of orgrinir decomposition cannot 
produce typhoid fever ; ihai ii la a specific disease, , 
produced by a specific poison and that unless this 
particul:ir noxious elemf nt hp present the disease ' 
cannot endue. I apprehend that their campaign will 
be a succesaftil one, for their Tiewa are aoi^j io 
rational as to commend themselves strongly ff> 

What do you think of a coroner's jury that will 
tender a veidict of ** accidental death," in the cam 
of a poor brakeman on a railroad who was run over 
and killed while asleep on a track, when it was 
offered in evidence that he had been compelled te 
remain on conlinuovs duly for twenty eight lioura? 
Would you not fight for a verdict of manslaughter 
and make the company pay heavily for their in* 
humanity Y I know that I would. 9, r 



Ovariotomy Bkfors Hjzsd A88BM]ii.fi»^Dr. 
I Donald Maclean scnd^ us the following which %v« 

1 cheerfully publish: On two occasions, at an inter- 
val Of eighteen moathSt mj ntlei^oil ha* been celled 
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to • oommmilcalioii in your jounal, whldi li 
Intended as an admie CfitidllD of my DMJtbod* M 
•n OTarioiomist. 
I hsw bMD lotth toBOttee fU* ttlaek In any w«y, 

and for the followiog sufl9cient reasooa: 

FinL The fact of its being aooDymous, and like 
•nooymous attacks iu general, it injured oo cue but 
die Individual who perpetrated it, and comlitatied 
!t« own best refutation and punishment. 

Second. Because Cbe writer by hia nam de 
plume claimed to be "a meoiber of the State 
Medical Society," ht' it sf»f»med a pity to do or say 
anything calculated to attract further atteotioa to 
a commiaiiloation from such a aomoe, oonstderlng, 
that it was mainly noticeable as an exhibition of 
ignorance, imbecility and wickedness of heart. 

My main IndaeameBt to dqnit now, from my 
Olfginal course toward Ihia timid, but persistent 
mAttb, is that an opportaoity is thus afforded me. of 
pcollefiBii « vemark or two. whieh may possibly 
interest some of your bona fide scientific rendera. 
Your anonymotis correspondent tells us that for 
eighteen long weary mooths his mind bas Iwen Id a 
chronic state of "surprise" that I. "a countryman of 
KeiUi's, should perform an ovariotomy in an 
amphltbeatre crowded with stadenlB " ate. 

Can it be po8.sible that your correspondent has 
endured all this mental agony, on my aocoont, for 
eighteen months and that no "good Samaritan," 
has mercifully come to his aid and shown him the 
following from the late lamented J. Marion SimsT 
(jM0riean Journal of Ob$teirie$. April. 1880). "I 
«w Urn (Keith) perform two ovariotomies, and each 
"case came to hia infirmary on the day previous to 
"operation. Just befure operation, ho bad visit. 
**ad two bad cases of diphtheria. Spencer Wells, 
"requires all spwtntors nt hi=^ op rations at the 
"Smnaritan Uospital. to sign a pledge saying they 
"bad noi ■Mended nny contagious or Infeetioos 
"diseases, or f>pi?r encrnp^d in dissections or post- 
" mortem examinations for a woek. Keith believes 
"that entleeptiee protect his petfamU against all 
"danprr of infection, and does not cxiirt from 
" apectators any such pledge. The geutlemau who 
"^N«e eHwr fbr bim Is engaged In a laife obatetric 

" prnrfirc. irni TCcith nrvfr cni^nlres whether he 
" has puarperal fever or septic cases in hand." 

It yonr oorreapondent will call at my hooael will 
gladly tjhow him a reprint sent me by Dr. Thomiis 
Keith a few days ago. from the Edinburgh Medical 
Joomal for September 1888, in which he may read 
"Notes of Cases Treated in Ward XIX of the 
Royal Infirmaiy, Reported by Skene Keith, M. B. 
0. M.. etc," (Dr. Thomas Keiths son.) This re- 
port by young Dr. Keith may fairly \Ht rcgiirdcd as 
the latest authorized version of bis father's princi- 
ples and practice. It coven a period extending 
from Jan. 7, 1880 to May 1888. From it I quote ac- 
turaUly (not after the manner of Dr. Sutton), the 
following: "At first all operations were performed 
in the large theatre, and tlie patients suffered in pro- 
portion to thtir feebleness. After being etlierized 
in bed and the India rubber sheet ad lusted to the 



abdomen so that merely the Une of locltlott wae ex- 
posed, the patient was sec u rod to a long narrow 
board, carefully covered with blankets, with a hot 
water hog to the feet and thus earrtef dlnm staAv 

along a very draughty corridor into a room heated 
at tha elote tf tk» operation to oometimee upward* 
70° J^bAr.. anderottdtd leftft flM» de hundred if 
dent*, moTt lhan half of whom oaoM pjv6ia% fnm 
the diueeting room." (The italics are mine.) From 
this same report it appears ihut after a time Dr. 
Keith abandoned the practice of transporting pa- 
tients to tlie large tlieatrp, nnd that he also adopted 
precautions to prevent liih puLienls from septic con- 
tagion This change iu practice he telle as wan 
buse<1 upon the theory that the carbolic spray, to the 
protective inQuence of which he formerly trusted, 
was iosnflldent. and In itself dangeroos. He aband- 
oned the amphithfafre becaute he had to abandon 
the earbo'.ie tpray. My own belief, which I state 
with all doe modesty and humility for what It Is 
worth, is that the long stairs, the draughty cr^rridor 
and the carbolic spray were much more to blame for 
the few dtsssters Dr. Kettb met with, than the large 
theatre and the crowd of stndents fknsh from the 
dissecting room. 

Tour correspondent must surely have been mor- 
bidly anxious for some pretext to attri k mc, when 
be ventures to avail himself of one, wtiicb so plain- 
ly lays him open to a charge of laexeuaable ignor- 
ance. or still more inexcusable bad faith. 

As a matter of fact, I have within a comparatively 
brief period, performed three ovarlotondes on most 
unfavorable eases, in the amphitheatre at Atui 
Arbor, and everyone of the pntlents made a rapid 
and complete recovery. Within the last few weeks, 
I found myself compelled to perform a double 
ovariotomy in this city, in surroundings if poMlble. 
even less anti-septic than the hospital amphitheatre 
at Ann Arbor, and stDl, the patient, a wife and 
mother aged 33 years, left for her home on the tenth 
dsy after the operation, and is now in perfect 
besltb. 

The conviction has fnr some time been growing in 
my mind that the peritoneum is especially suited to 
Tcetst septic infloenoee. provided Its vitality Is not 

li 1 -A- f-rt:i! or destroyed by rude handlin,!; during the 
ciperation, provided tt^at aii efl^usions and foreign 
matters, are removed before the wouod la dosed, 
and provided that all subsequent effusions an re- 
moved by efficient drainage and cleaosiog. 

I can assure your correspondent that I have never 
lost a patient operated upon before the class at Ann 
Arbor from septic causes. May I now ask bim, 
how many ovariotomlee he has ever performed, and 
where he has performed them, and whether he has 
ever done two in one day? (/have not) and lastly 
where are those patients now ? These are grave ques. 
tlons.especlally the last one. May I ask him wheth- 
er his real grntjnd for complaint ii'iuin.sl mc is that I 
have failed to attain to his standard of success, or is 
It that I have iu all respects excMded itf Ihavo 
reason to believe that the latter is the true explana- 
tion I May I say to him through your columns tliat 
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(he Tulgar slang in whldh lie sniiiUtftTeffti upon mj 

temperament and mannera, besides implying a 
falsehood, is very unwortbj of one who dgns him. 
self. " a member of the State Mndfcal Society," and 
comes with especially bad grace from oqc who in- 
forms us that he himself hsis fur cii^hteen long 
months carried a i)cculiarly Tulneruble Utile "chip '* 
on his sli ii' ii r, without anyone condescending to 
knock it IT f r him, vsnlll at last in sheer pity for 
his imporiuniiy i have now tried to relieve him of 

it. ' " ; 

Finally: I desire to propooad Ibe foUowtnK prob- 
lem for him to solre: 
I ear dttt I eaw Dr. Thomas Ktfth perfonn I 

ovariotomy, and Dr.Kcilh corroborates my statement. 
Query: How many Suttoos, Connors, and anooy- i 
oioaa whtaapeien will it Uthe to controve rt that fact | 
and to convince intelligent and fair minded people I 
that any man could be such an idiot as to make a 
dalm of that nattti«» on aiqr but the AmNMoM/bim* 



8KrN Graptcio ON ExTKN«n t- Ui rKRS — Dr. H. 
B. Gardner reporU in the Western Lancet an inter- i 
aatlng aid inatnietiftt case of aUn^grafling In the | 
treatment of two exten-Mvc ulcers, the result of a 
burn — one covering an ar^ of 205 square iochee and 
the other covering 46 sqnaie inchea flie aarface of 
of which was a mass of healthy granulations. The 
<q>cration of grafting continued during six months. 
In which tine 6M gnfla wero planted. Of this | 
nam1>cr 2.'^0 were saved. During one month seventy- > 
nine square incliee of the surface were covered with : 
pennaoent tissue, llie detrils of the case as report- 
ed, are very instructive, and from h careful study of 
them Dr. Gardner deduces the following oonolu- 
alons: 

The granulations should be small, conical, red 
and crowded together, as seen in the first stage of 
their growth, and after being stimulated: then the 
a4]scent skin will (generally show a white line of 
newly formed tissue, and running out from it a 
depressed edge of fine white lines on a bluish 
ground. 

We may be sure that llie conriition of the granu- 
lations most favorable for s^kui gratung is tbc best 
for healing, aside from such assistance. 

Thr> means for obtaining and keeping this condi- 
diiiOQ uf the granulations are constitutional, mechani- 
cal and local. 

n. CoiirtUntional, — Any inherited or acqnirrrl con 
stiiutional defects should be treated accordingly. 
In axteBsIve titoemtioii ettddenlf aoqnirad, or amdter 

of long duration, a stimulating tonic trf-itmrnt is 
indicated. Mild sedatives are demanded when there 
la pain or hnilatton; thla condition ofian canaea a 
capillary hamorrbage, with lo&s of the granulations. 

If a large amount of skin has been destroyed, the 
other organs, lieing overworked, all lequiro careful 
watching, and any failing should l>e braced if pos- 
sible. Attention to or neglect of constitutional details 
wni he necnTalely shown by the granulating siirlaoe. 



h. Jfiehontal— Mhet dnbiage Is seswiHal to 

the proper condition of the granulations. 

Large dropsical granulations are most frequent; 
where from the position of the pert, drainage is im- 
perfect^ then most pafts are lost. 

The grannlatinir part should placed in a j>o«i- 
tion that will give tiie b«st drainage from the edge 
on which the last grafta wan planlsd. 

The part should be supported e. g. : A leg band- 
aged frum ihu loeii to a point above the injury, and 
raised on pillows. Light close fltting dnsdng can be 
made from well cleaned old linen or cotton, smeared 
with a cerate; then cut and adapted lo fit without 
WfinUeaL Two thibkneaaaa with 11m rollar will be 
enough. 

A cerate gives more support to the granuiatios 
than any ordinary ointment or oU. Ooatdete rest 

should be enjoined. 

c local. — It is accepted that irritation is necessary 
tm new oeH formation and stimntates a tisaua to fai- 
crcascd dcvcloperaent. 

Even healthy granulations require to be mildly 
stimulated or initated befora they sro fit for grafts. 
Close attention \s required to keep this proper con- 
ditioo of the granulations and avoid over-stimoia- 
tion. 

Many things might answer as mild irritants. 
Cerat. resina, either pure or mitigated to fifty or 
twenty five percent., will generally answer better 
than anything else, but it cannot be constantly ett' 
ployed, and when causin? too much irritation ^hoald 
be alternated with a miidcr cerate. Cerate. crt^MOt 
(3ss: I j) answers well. When • part la not giann- 
lating or i*^ covf^red with large watcn,- jTranulations, 
touching with lunar caustic and applying baslUcon 
for twenty-four honn doea good. 

In preparing a part for grafta^ and as before 
stated, this should be the best dtalnad, and akmg 
the uppw edfs smear a pleea of oMton with boalli* 

con. plnrc ir an the granulations and allow it tO 
remain twenty- four hours. The rest of Cho Otoer 
may he diessed with a milder carato. 

The effect of antisrjitic; nu the granulat i nns wa« 
not asoertaioed. A one-per-cent. solution of carbolic 
add was nsed in deanaing the utoera, and tiio bond- 
ages were sprinkled with it thrice daily. The 
moisture ^ve great relief i the pus was always 
laudable -and the grannlationa were generally In 
good condition. 

THB0BAFT.>-Dr. Christopher Johnston's rMsarks 

on fikin grafting in the Internntioml Fncyclopedi.a 
of buigery, refer to most that is known on this sub- 
JscL 

A piece of human skin aTiOUt ' , irt-h in dijimeter 
generally answers best, smaller piec«s are apt to be 
lost. Isigsr ones are hard to get and do not tndnea 
healing in proportion to their si/r Mu n trm, the 
graft point is the weakest of a newly formed tissue, 
someUmea the graft comes out and leoTea a pit in 
the skin that has grown from it. The graft with Its , 
under surface smooth and clean, should be placed | 
on the prepared granulationa with gentle pnaiors; i 
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irthmbaay bleedlaf It hadlMlter be taken eff, 

cleaned and replaced on another part. It is better 
to plant only a few at a tUne. one inch apart aad 
half en inch from the edge. If vaj more ere ptaat- 
ed the larger graft cloth interferes with drainage. 

The coTering is important— aometluog that cao be 
rMrined and will keep the gruraUtloiis etimnleted 
end give as free dniinnge as possible, is indicated. 
A piece of old cotton can be cut and adapted to fit 
meet eorfiiDes better than pbeter. It ■htrald be 
smeared with basilicon fifty per cent., and placed 
ao that the edge just covers the grafts. Very often 
an advantage can be gained by scolloping or per- 
forating it near the edge. The graft-cloth may be 
covered with a dry piece of the same texture, which 
with the roller will be sufflclent. 

It is hard to follow any rules as to time for leav- 
ing the graft-cloth undisturbed, two days, probably, 
being long enough, and if there is a copious aecre- 
tion of think taieeknis pus, it may be better to 
change it after twenty-four hours, ^tsthe risk tliat 
the grafts may strangled and floated ofL is likely 
greater than the eaiefol remloval of the graft-cloth. 
It seems that there is a connection formed between 
the celis of a gpranalation and those of a graft in the 
llrat twealy<f oar hoon. 

In four days new p)dn r!in bt; seen forming from 
th« graft; but the graft itaelf remains distinct and is 
eeaapieaoae weeke after ekln has growa around it. 

This one eighth inch of graft will produce in 
tliree weeks, one square inch of skin, more at leea, 
aoeordlng to Uieeondition of the eorroundtng graau* 
lations, nnrl %vin prevent or rfmnvo contraction over 
many inclics. From bad drainage and poor 
gnorolatlons a graft may remain ataliooaiy eeven or 
eight days, often turuiog Uaok, and tbmgrow or 
cauae growth as others. 

The epidermis, or eomethlog oorrespoodlng. of 
recently made skin will often come awaj' leaving 
the cutis vera exposed until a new covering forms. 
This newly formed tiseueeeema at lea^t a close copy 
of true ekin. 



Koch and tiik Cuolkra TViciiit-^ The in 
fluence of preconceived opinion in determining the 
variety of objecte hrought witiite the Md <MF the 
microscope is well known. Given two observere, 
one of whom is a believer and the other a disbe- 
liever fat the otletenoeof the tuberele hadllus, and 
ten to one that each will find in the same specimen 
proof in support of his position on the question. 
Then are other eyes than those which receive the 
impressions of reflected or transmitted light. In 
view of this fact our readen will not be surprised to 
learn of the discovery by Koch, on his recent 
Bigyptlan tour, of a cholera baoUhn. Ananaollniily 
convincpfl of the truth of the germ theory of dl«?afle 
could scarcely but l>elieve that cholera owed ita 
oirigtn to the introduction into the system of a pera- 
alte, and believing tlii" Id- would be extremely prone 
to discover a germ which he would have little diffl- 
cnl^ In beliavlDg to he the fim et origo malA. It 



I waa, moreover, vary importaat that the Ctannao, 

I Koch, should nntiripntr tho FrenchmU, PtttaOT, Id 
this remarkable discovery. 

The above remarka are not Intended to eieato a 
prejudice against the great German microscopist's 
report, the lubstanoe of which we herewith produce, 
but n^er to admonleh agafaist a too ready aooept- 
ance of his alleged di^icovt ry of the diolma badllus 
as an established scientitic fact. 
I The following is the essence of Koch's report ah 
^ven hi the H^ical Times aad Oaiette: 

" No organized infective material could be de- 
^ moDstrated in the blood or in those organs which, 
' in the caee of other infective dleeasee, are iimially ^ 
[ the seat of micro-parasites, viz., the lungs, spleen, 
I Iddneys and liver. In some casea bacteria were 
1 found tn the lungs, bat these, as we saw from thdr 
j)eculiaritie.s of form and position, had nothing to do 
with the peculiar dis^ise proceas, but had found 
their way into the lungs by the inspiration of ejecta 
from the stomadi. 

*• The contents of the bowel and the dejections 
of the cholera patients contained extraordinary 
qvantltles of miero-organisms lidonglng to the moat 

different varirtir^i nnnr of ^rhich firpcared in pre- 
ponderating proportion. There was also an absence 
of other InScatloaa of a relattonshlp to the dlasass 
process. 

" The bowel itself, on the contrary, gave most im- 
portant results. In all the cases except one, which 
liad disd of a oonsseutlve disease several weeks af tw 
recovery from cholera, bacteria of a definite form 
were found in the coata of the bowel. These bac- 
teria are rod-riiaped, and beloog, tbstefora, to the 
bacilli ; in size and shape they most nearly resemble 
the bacilli found in glaaders. In those cases in 
whteh the bowel showed the Sllgfatest changes to the 
naked eye, the bacilli werr fnimd tn hnve penetrated 
into the follicular glands of the mucous membrane* 
and had there given rise to veiy oonslderable irrita* 
tion. as shown by the increase in thi hmr^n of the 
gland, and the collection of many nucleated roimd 
edls In Its interior. In-many casss the iMellll had 
iilso { enetrated behind the epitl rlinm of the glands, 
and had proliferated between it and the bsaement 
membrsne of the gland. They had, moreover, vA* 
lected in considerable quantities on the surface of 
the villi, aad had often penetrated into their sub. 
stance. In the severe cases, which had been diarao- 
terized by hemorrhage infiltration of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, the bacilli were found in laige 
numbera, and were not limited only to the interior 
of the follicular glands, but had passed into the sur- 
rounding tissues, into the deeper layera of the 
mucous membrane, and here and there even into the 
muscular coat of the bowel. The villi were also in 
such caws extensively invaded by the bacilli. The 
chief scat of Iheso changes is the lower portion of 
the small intestine. Had not this investigation been 
made on quite recent cadavers, the reault would 
have been of little or no value, for pulrefuctioa is 
able to pradnee in the intesthia enctlj almUar hac* 
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terial growth"! A ypnr Rpo T had found these mme 
bacilli, wiUi a similar distribution, in a choleraic 
bowel which I reoei^ direct from India: bul I bad 
not been able to attach nny vnhic to thfm on Recount of 
ibis ?ery reason, for it was always possible that they . 
nl^i ba oonfomidttd with po^ marUm potrefaetlve i 
changes. Now hnwcv^T. that aoy error nn'MnL' 
from putrefactive pbeuomeaa can be poaitivt;ly ex- 
dodad, Ihia aarfy dtaeovery, made tn foar diflmnt 
IndifiT; r-hoicra cases, acqtiires extrn r lintirv value. 
Nor is it an unimportant fact that the agreemcut in 
4m app«araiieaa of the bowd Id iDdlaa and Egyptian 
cholera furninhes a fttltbar pnwf of tlia idaDtitj of 
the two diaeaaea. 

**Tb« number of cadaTera examined ia certainly 
umall; but, as the bacilli were met with in all recent 
caaea of cholera, while they were abaent in tlie single 
caaa examined after the ceaaatloo of Uie cholera 
process, as well as in several other cases dead from | 
other forms of disease, and examined with special 
regard to this point, there can be no doubt that they 
aland in aome sort of relation to the cholera process. 
It cannot, however, as yet be concluded that they 
are the cause of the cuulera. The relationship may 
be quite the rererBei it bdng quite as possible that 
the cholera- process produce-" «iic!i changes in the in- 
leatioal mucous membraoe as to admit the penetra- 
tfOBintoUatiaaueaof adeflnlle baeillna varle^ of 
the many parasitic bacteria which are constantly 
met with in the bowels. Which of these two h>po- 
th eaas Is tiw correct one — wbetlier the infective pro- 
cess or the bacterial invasion is the primary event — 
can only l>e decided by attempting to cultivate them, 
and tiien to reprodnoe the dlaaase by looeuhitloB ex- 

pcriinpnts nn animals. For this purpntir it, is ah'so- 

lutely nec«8tary to have at one's disposal animals 
whidi ara snacepcible to flie infeetive mnterld in 

question. Hilherto, however, in spite of every en- 
deavor, we have not succeeded, in an indiapatable 
WMiiir, In oanveying cholera to anlmala." 



Thb GoirrAoioDSNBss op Tubbroulobis Demon- 
aviUTKO vr Sfratbd Spota.— The question of the 
Mntagiousoess of tuberculosis is one of immense 
practical interest, and it is. to say the least, unfor- 
tunate that it has not received sufficient of such at- 
tention aa nigfat result in its solution. Any obser- 
TRtinn? or pTperiments with such solution in view 
caunoi. hui interest, and a series of experiments re- 
ported by Dr. Loais Dr. Broae, in the Me^Ueal Rec- 
ord are deserving of especial mention. Dr. Brose ' 
selected animals which are known to be susceptible 
to tuberealoda Infeetlon (cala and doga) and eonllD- 
Ing them In apartment.*! under favorable hyL'ipnic 
conditions, caused them to inhale an atmoi^pbere 
wUdi Iwliad eaused to be loaded with sprayed 
sputum taken frum ptilienLs suffering from phthisis. 
To protect himself from any deleterious oonse- 
quencea from these inludations he oeversd lib 
throat and nowc vvith an InhaltT of borated cotton 
the meshes of wUdi were filled with powdered 



boric acid. His expprimpnt'; wrrf dtvirlffi into 
three series. The first series embraceU thoM aui- 
mala aprajed with phtbUeal apnta and than Idlied 

before the expiration of ten days dating from the 
firet q)rajring. The second ioduded animals sio^- 
larly traated for from eighteen to twenty-aevea 

(111 vs. The third scriea were control experimenta 
in which animals under similar conditioos were sub- 
jected to sprayed hoalthy brain of a cow orabesp 
rubbed up with water to form an emulsion. These 
latter experiments were conducted with a view to 
determining whether, as might have been claimed, 
any animal ttaana thus introduced into the lungs 
would not have produced similar results to those 
following the inlialatiun of phthisical eputa. Au- 
topsies made on animals included in the first two 
series showed decided tubercular infection, while no 
such change was discovered in those included in the 
third scries. 

Dr. Bruse feels Justified aa a result of hia exper- 
iments in presenting the following condusiona: 

1. Tubareuloda nay fdlow the Inbdation of air 

carrying parti i')r'=; f if =;pnfa fmni pltttiimi-a! pntients. 

2. The breath and saliva of consumptive persons 
being thua contaminated, are liable, dihertimnifh 

kissing, or hv i-)irert iriinlation thrniiL'!i clnse rnn- 

tact, to onginaie the same disease in a healthy per- 
aon; tiw greater the concentration of breath Inlialed 
the greater the danger. 

8. Since the same sputa in animals lulled under 
ten days produced no disease, and dnoe the liodfby 
brain of other animals produced no disease, the io- 
fereoce seems warrantable that there was something 
specific in tiie inlialed spray, requiring certain de> 
velopments before originattng the infeettonn diieaw. 
tuberculosis. 

Another conclusion which Dr. Brose presents 
from observations independent of the experiments 
detailed, is that in order to the contraction of phlU- 
eis from a phthiscal patient, there must exist a de- 
gree of natural prticlivity to the disease on the part 
of the exp<i8e<l — the seed must find soil adapted to 
its growth before it will develop. The reason why 
wa have aoQte dlsaeminated miliary tuberculosis ia 
one case, and a catarrhal phthisis in another, will 
depend upon the susceptibility of the individual (o 
catarrhal odl proUferatlon and whether thoapaeile 
principle was super added tn nn already existing ca- 
tarrh, m which case the specific prindple would le- 
prodnoe iladf easieatnt tin sent of nectobioBia. 



XaiittainMi nr JfxsmvoLL Duuiiomiairra— 

Dr. Franklin H. Martin, of Chicago, in an article 
on Manganese as a Btimtilant of the MeoBtrud Ot- 
gans and as a remedy in Certain fornii of Alneno^ 
rhota and Menorrhagia, or MetroRba^a, in the Med- 
ical Itecord of September 29th, says that he lias 
found that manganese will not only rdieve certain 
forma of amenorrhtta, hot also of moncrrhaglaand 
metrorrhagia. flt^ bjierrations have led him to 
consider manganese iu any form a direct stimulant 
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toite iilarM md lU •ppeiida««ik It maj «nrt Ihit 

influence by acting n^-- a riirect faMMDOOlor nerve- 
stimulant to the vascular system of the ptftw, and 
in ooiwMiaeiiee of the tmprovvdi oinmlatloB directly 
incrcuso the Iodc and nutriUon of tbe orgftn??. or it 
voKS exert its whole force through stimulation of 
llie Mxml nerve-ganglia, or even powibly tbe aexiud 
nerve centres, thereby bringing the organs to their 
Borooiil state of action. In bringing the uterus and 
appendages to % dorimI state of menstnud tonicity, 
when the lack of tone is dependent upon some pre- 
tIqub depression of innervation, manganese, in the 
wilter^s opinion, has no equal. Clinical reports are 
glvmi by the doctor to bear him out in this assertion. 
In the case of a young lady, eighteen years of age 
who in consequence of phthisis, had not men- 
•trusted for a period of four months, menstruation 
occurred within a week after the first exhibition of 
the remedy. AuotLt-r, <i4 years of age, troubled 
with aanoyiog irregularity, flowing very profusely 
at times, and sulleriug a complete cessation at other 
Umes, which state had been going on for more jthan 
• year, expertoaoed decided ImpiroTenient from the 
nflministrfttion of two grs. of the pcrmtinganatc of 
potoeh dieeolved in one half glass of hot water 
every night on rctiifaig. 

In young girls who are irregular in the early 
months of mpni'rual life, where it is simply caused 
by the natural weakoeas of the partially developed 
dtgue of genenittoo, or when from an overworked 
nervni!<) <^y8t^m the orgnns arf robbed t>f their nat- 
ural force, permanganate of potash seems to poss e s s 
the etlnnoletiag properties reqalalte to bring them 
into healthy action. A young girl who had 
"missed" ior eight montlis immediately after the 
llnl menetriMl flow, found relief In two>grelii doeee 
twlc« a day, anrl it? prompt action in two other 
eases of similar nature convinces the writer that 
this ndlef wee no mere ooinddeBce. Is euee of 
suppression, cessation, or excess of the menstrual 
flow censed by "catch lag cold." with no other ap- 
pannt fNmee. tiw meet gratifying and prompt results 
are ohtelDwl from nauguMse. 

The author has unmistakable evidences of the 
value of manganese in mcnorrbagia and metrorrha- 
gin, having recdved v«ry gratifying r«HiUe In leveral 
CBse8, two of which are cited. 

Dr. Martin is of the opinion that manganese must 
have a more distinct mode of influencing the men- 
etmal organe than hy the neoeaserily alow coo of a 

gr-ncrnl tonir ;\lthoi:L'h he is not prepared to ad- 
vance any defloile theory as to wliat that influence 
la. 

Owing to ft disagreeable, distressing effect on the 
Stomach when taken undiluted, which may be ob- 
viated hy adminlsterfaig It wtwn tlw atomach la full, 
the remedy is recommended to be taken imme- 
diately after eating, or to be dissolved in coosidera- 
Me water, Diy gelatine capaulea have been found 
to be a very oonvenlent form In whidi to admluia* 
terit. 



Tn Aatntnomer iir BnoiiAmd.— >It has been 

customary for Europeans to point to the T^nttnd 
States as peculiarly the field for tbe abortionist s 
magaa. and witliout <|neatioii that pest hae 
flourished here &a he flourishes in no other country. 
Hut abortions are numerous here not so much be- 
eauae of tlie exlMciioe of abortioniata aa becauae of % 
pernicious public sentiment— a sentiment which 
finds its expression in legal enactments which fix 
the crime of abortion aa one of oomperatlvely 
minor magnitude. The crime of imbuing hands in 
the blood of tbe fcelus is not a capital one. and the 
aeutlmentof the oommnuity la audi aa to encourage 
the abortionbt to ply his nefarious calling, weiU 
knowing that In the event of detection bis prosecu- 
tion, except in the c»&a of the woman's death, would 
he a startling exception to tbe rule in stieh casea. 
, The crime of abortion and its Hii tr-r crime the pre- 
I vention of conoepUon, have napped and are sapping 
' the f onudattona of the American people to such aa ex- 
tcnt that families to the manor born which have been 
In existence a hundred years, are very rare indeed. 
The country owee ita atrangth to ita Influx of the 
foreign element and even thi? hpfomes affected with 
the "American idea" in the course of a generation. 
With the exeeptloa of the Ronmn GathoUe prlea^ 
hoori, the ctelgy are powerless to prevent by tbe 
moral suasion, or the threats of punisbment from a 
higher tribunal than that of men, whldi an their 
peculiar weapons, to exact obedience to the physi- 
ological law of procreation. With this weakness 
of the church, conjoined to the pusilanimousness of 
Inw on this qneathm the outlook la fhr from en. 

coumging. 

But recent advi^ go to show that the "American 
Idea" hae found Ita way aovoH (he ocean, and la 

now rrcaiinp nlnrm niid COnstematinn in Kngland. 
The Medical Times and Gazette tells a pitiable 
atory of the condition of aflSsira In that c o ns erv a tive 

country. It s;H'nks rsf an "eliidctnir (if jihortionh" 
there, and declares that at no time within living 
memory baa the trade of the abottlqnlst been mein 
thriving. It attributes the fact to a two-fold cause: 
a default in police alertoeas and a lowering of 
the tone of public -aeatlmeat en tte quaatfon. 
Referring to the latter and more potent 
division of the cause is says that "ladies, the pattern 
of strictness and propriety in all their other dealings, 
who would shrink with horror from the idea of 
openly breaking any of the commandments, will 
propoiie to their medical attendant that he should 
put an artlflflal end to their pregnancy, with almoet 
ai much coolness a.«t thej' would ask him to cauterixe 
a wart; and they would tell him that not only do Lhey 
see no harm in it, but that as It would be to the 
marked advantnL'r nf their own health and their 
husbund's temper, it must be virtuous rather than 
the revens to accede to their lequeat" 

There are probably n m r of our readers who 
have frequently importuned after n like fashion 
to the abovu, and few who on reAidog to be- 
smirch their oooedeooe with the crime, have not 
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ban told tliat if llMjj- tnmld not do 14 mmw ow 
standing equally w«U III the ejM of tbo oonmnnUy, 

would. 



The Cot xTTtY Doctor —In an interesting letter 
to the Obstetric Gazette, Dr. O. E. Herrick, of 
Omnd Rftptd. Michigan, take* up the cudgel In de> 
fence of the rural plivsicinn of this country — a 
special developmeat out o( our peculiar condiUoDa, 
coDditiotts calculated to uurtote a lelf -TeUance and 
a manly independence which are not always found 
in their fuUeet deTelopmaol io the populous hives. 
He says: 

In conclusion I would suggest to Or. S. that, he. 
with all his advantages obtahifd iibroad. should not 
be too severe upou humble American surgeons, who 
have never had the privilege of visiting the great 
Enropofin liospitals; hut have to gain much 'if their 
kuowiedgi- Had experience from their own private 
pnctloe. Some of these cross-road surgeons not- 
withstanding their limited HdvHntagea could doubt- 
less give even a Martin or a 8chr<Bder points upon 
swgery, and especially Sttrgioal emeisendaa. Thm 
are mnnv RiirETcous in the Unitfd Plntf?; isolated 
from professiooal help, who, single handed and 
•lone have pofomed operations without Instra- 
ments, except such as every physician carries In his 
pocket-case, that, had Measrs. Martin or Schrcedcr 
parfonned, Vbuj would have benltfed il to the pro^ 
feeaion as a wonderful achievement: and yet our 
modeat woriwrs in the professional hive, in many 
CMealmvoBevaravian mentioned perhaps to their 
local medical societies, that they have done any- 
thing extraordinary. I have known of Ctesarean 
section being done with only one assistant, and the 
instnunents contained in a pocket case; of another 
whore an operation for strangulated hernia was 
made without assistant or chloroform ; and another 
cottnti7 mrgeon amputated at the thigh, with a 
common case knife ground up for the purpose, using 
an ordinary (carpenter's saw to saw the Iwne; he 
was called n long distance, and arilving found he 
must operate, and having no instruments he made 
them, and did a good Job, his patient recovering as 
pfompi as thou|^ peff onned bj % kid-gloTo iuisaon 
with a thousnnd doUaif worth of saiglcnl ioitni- 
ments. 

A very inteiestiBg booit could he written from the 

experience of our pioneer surgeons, could the facta 
be collected. I know of one Instance where a 
uterine fibroid (peduncutated) was i«mo?ad by a 
Tiolin string p;iS8ed through a silver catheter and 
used as an ecraseur. Perhaps if Dr. Sutton's friends 
on tlie other side had to ntaks thdr operations 
under these difficulties, they would not be able to 
make "three ovariotomies in ninety minutes," and 
they would find, also, that surgery in private prac* 
tice was a vastly different thing from suigety in a 
large hospital wliere they have ali.<iolute control of 
their patients' iiveaus well m bodies.either of which 
thaj can demand, and no one to galnsnr than. . 



loDOftmic m Lnrn Anaonom.— Prof. M. 

Semmola again calls attention, in the Giomale Inter 
naaieoBle delle Scienze Medicbe, to the good effects 
of iodoform obtained in caseous broneho^dreolltis. 
He does not pretend to have discovered a spadflc 

for incipient tul)erculosi8, or for any raseou? proons 
of the luDga. Ue having been the flr^t tu advocate 
iodoforniin these affections, and having obtnlnad 
most excellent results, he warmly begs his colleagues 
to try it. According to bis clinical expeneooes, 
the treat meat with Iodoform ezerolsss In caseous 
broncho- alveolitis, or in incipient phthisis, the fol- 
lowing effects: The expectoration diminishes 
n^tldly and eoaslderably. At the same me the 
cough lessens— becomes less distressing, probably on 
account of the local anaesthesia produced by the 
remedy. The products which exist in the brondii 
or in the cavities are disinfected. The fever pro 
gressively lessens, for the remedy disinfects and 
diminishes the putrid substances, which become ab- 
sorb^ by the sof tentd paita. Than is also a bettor- 
ing vA the local process, and in some cases is noted 
a l>eginning of a cure. Evidently the general stato 
of tibe patient is improved, and in eaaea of caseous 
broncho-alveolitis in the flnl stagea, a eomfd^ cusa 
can be obtidned. 
Bqnaltjr good rsaulis have been prodooed in 

I bronchial ratfirrh, jisthmjx hronrhif^ctasis, eto., all 
of which have been vouched for by Dr. CiaramelU. 

j PfOf.-Bafalitti and Dr. Roman, who have puUIshed 
them in the Slecle Mcdiral The daily tinsr \^ 5 
to 50 cgm. (1 to 8 grains) and is to be related accord- 
ing to the toleraBee of the digaatifo-oisaBa and tlw 
nervous system. The pilular form with tbeextraf^i 
of gentUn is to be preferred. Dr. Semmola gives 
small doses every hour. Wlien the gastro-enteric 
apparatus is not In good condition, the iodoform is 
inhaled with the ewential oil of turpentine three or 
four timfli n d^. 



The Removal of Wens.— Dr. Charles Weil, of 
Buffalo, N. y.. writes: 

In your issue of October 10, (p. 290) is an article 
taken from the Medical Record (YoL 24, No. 18, p. 
M»,)onthei«mo«a]of wana without lha Indfc, the 
autfjor, Dr. Cavreaux regarding this raethnd as of 
value when the patient dreads the knife, and when 
tho tumor is amdl, iMit adviaea agalost ilaamploj- 
mcnt in the case of large ftimrrc rt,- 

Now there is another serious objection to the oae 
of dds method; and tlial is wlien the tumon am 
anywhere on the face. In such a case I would 
strongly advise against its employment, be the 
tumofs snudl or large. One of the teasons why the 
patient desires the wen removed is because it dia- 
figures him or her, and to resort to the method 
advised by Dr. C. would only add to tlie dUBcidtf 
in consequence of the inflammatory process going 
on which really would disfigure the patient more 
than the wen itself, not only during the time of its 
application, Irat nftarwaids, alao, fiom tha fonna- 
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tioB of a etotlriz. To be vm wIwd tin toiiior Is 

Anywhere on the body thi/is no objection, and the 
method may be a most valuable one ; not so, how- 
ever, when it is on the face. In this event I should 
recommend the removal In the regular w«y— -by 

the knife, 

1 thought I would call attontion to this little 
matter ere some practitioner should apply it to wens 
on the face and thus substitute one evil for another, 
mayhap a greater one than the one it was desired to 
renovn. 



A peculiarly exMpmtlng case was concluded 

since our last issue, at the superior court of this city. 
A man having been run over by a locomotive. Dr. 
Bsnry F. Lyater was snmmoned to Ms assistance. 
Amputation of the foot being deemed necessary, the 
doctor removed it above the ankle, the wound hav- 
ing extended into the Joint. The patient made a 
very satisfactory rocoverj, and the doctor was thus 
all the more surprised on presenting his bill to find 
himself confronted with a suit for malpraclice. The 
man had fallen into the toils of a lawyer, who, with 
the amputated foot in his possession, secured an 
opiniou frum a doctor, who, on the witoess stand 
testified that he had navar performed an amputation, 
to the effect that the amputation had been made too 
high up- On this flimsy basis a suit was brought 
for bsavj damages. After the plalntlffiiadpiwentad 
his case, and before the defendant had even an op- 
portunity to put a witness on the stand, he saw its 
utter weakmsas and moved to submit to a non^t 
This Dr T.yster vigorously opposed, desiring to 
have the case go to the jury, but the Judge gave it 
. as his raling dmt It was the plalttlUTa privilege to 
dr.ip the case at any stage of the proceedings. The 
outcome of the case is a rebuke to the pbyaiciaa 
who by word or action sufTered the impression to 
obtain that a fellow practiri- ni r who carefully and 
consdentiouslj did his duty, was derelict. While 
we would not eoomel oonnlvanoe at malpraelioe as 
tlie result of ignorance or carelessness, the favoring 
of any attempt to nmlct the careful, compete ut and 
conamllva surgeon, cannot ba too rooodly oon- 
deauisd* 

, That excresence on reputable journalism in this 

country. Dudley S. Reynolds, of the I.nni-villo 
Medical Herald has finally sloughed off, and 
ho- gfsees (t) tlie oohinns of the Louisville 

Meflicfi! Nf'W<? with his valedirTnry Hp cln-rs a 
column of his characteristic batho« with the fol- 
lowiuf : "Patrons, friends, brethren, adleul Kay 
the Qod of destiny guide us aright, and giving us 
courage of our coovictions, endow us with the 
power to give them adequate expression." This 
•onnds a little like bis infliction on his readers 
on the eve of his last marriage. There never 
was any excuse for this er«atttre''s presence in the 
ranks, and that he has been forced through circum- 
stances to retire, is but another instance of poetic 
justice. Ho asks fab wont enenrfai (and ha fa «ui) 



be has some) to give iilm credit for liavfaig beoi 

entirely independent. His independence has been 
the independence of tlie bully, and without a dngle 
redeeming feature. We trust the Medical Herald 
may now be committed to lepntahle hands. 

The late Dr. George M. Beard is reported to hare 
Ml volmuineaB notes from wbleh It was Us purpose 

to have writ'.m -.ip hi-' nutohiography. Among theso 
it is stated were found some philosophical musings 
on the subject of debt with wUeh, tt appears, he 
was at divere times seriously afflicted. "White debt 
is declared to be, on the whole, a very great evil 
there is much In it that Is very beoefldal. For in- 
stance it favors the cultivation of personal acquaint- 
ance and Uie study of human nature. Tiie man 
who has daily passed you by without even a nod of 
recognition for years, is found to have developed 
such an active interest in you when you become his 
debtor as could scarcely have resulted from any 
other cause. This reflection msj afford a modicum 
of comfort to 8ome,but it has a Boap<;on of facetious, 
ness about it which will antagonize its consoling in- 
fluenoe. 

A Dakota correspondent of the Chicago Medical 
Jounal and Enminer glvesi, over hto own proper 

name and sirnntHn', an account of a pauper who 
was found alone in a ^bin covered with filth and 
flles-«id suffering from serpigfnona phagadmm 

which had destroyed the extermil nitnitn nnd 
spread into a large ulcer from the* perineal to the 
hypogastric region. The man was In a de s p e rate 
extremity and the doctor iwV. counsel with himself 
as to the best thing to do for him. He concluded to 
obey the dictates of the golden rule, and gave Um 
sufferer "a teaspoon ful of Magendie's solution of 
morphia, (2 grains) which carried him rapidly into 
peaceful oblivion and final euthanasia twelve hours 
later." Query : Is a physletan justiflabia in dallb' 
erfitelr abbreviating, by even a minute, the span of a 
human life? Was the doctor iu this case nut guilty 
of taomldde. 

Dr. H. K. Ross, a young physician of this city 
WM found by his landlady in a dying condition on 
the morning of the 4th inst., and before medical aid 
could be summoned lie had died. Dr. Ross was 
!)orn in Ohio and was thirty-two years of age. Uc 
liad laid fihcToundation for tlu- study of medicine in 
an excellent literary education, having graduated as 
a Bachelor of Philosophy. He studied at and 
graduated from the Detroit Medical College, receiv- 
ing his degree in 1878. After this he was for three 
years reridentphysieian of Harper Hospital in thia 
city, in which capacity he gave promise of future 
dUtinction in his profession. He retired from the 
hospital and entend upon private practlee two years 
ago. The autopsy revnled fatty deganacatlon of 
the heart. 

Our readers will be interested in reading the racy 
latbsr of our FtaikdstpUn correspondent on another 



Digitizec by v^oogle 



864 



IBE MEDICAL AOM, 



IWge of tUt Ittue. It omtelna onaj notes of 

general professional interest, and if there had poasi- 
Wjr remained any doubt in Uieir mlada as to the 
nodical aopremaegr of the 0II7 of bvoUMiljr lofo this 
doubt must haTC been thoroughly dissipated by our 
friend's ingeauoua plea. VVe all honor Philadelphia 
for wbttt she has heea and for what she has done In 
the medical liue, and caD hcariily sympalhiBe witli 
her in disputing her big commercial oeijKbhor's as- 
sertion of superiority in this direction. When, how- 
e-Ter. all of her schools shall furnish evidence that 
Jdammon is less poworful in their councils than an 
Iwneal desire to turn out good doctors, the "outlying 
pfforinoea** will furnish more plentiful recruits lo her 
cause in struggliag for her hietorio precedence. 

Freeman, the MassacbusetUi fauaiic, who some three 
years ago murdered his child under the Imptewion 

that he had been called, like Abmham of old to 
maiie the sacrifice, had his trial for the offense on 
the Sth inat. Under Initraedon 'of tlie judge the 
jury brought In » verdict of n r i_i;ilry," by reason 
of insanity. TIm miserable man was thereupon 
•snteDoed by tlte lenmed judge to oonlinemeBt for 
the remainder of his natural life in the Danvers 
Lunatic Asylum. Query: Should Freeman re- 
oover bis reason and be agaia tehablHtaled in hit 
right mind, within a year for instance, would he 
still be held in the asylum under thia sentence? 

It ia announced tliat a Dr. Henry Thompson, a 
gradnate of Byracuse University, has been convicted 
of a grave robl)ery. It would be Interesting; to 
Itnow the precise nature of this robbery All rob< 
beries e>« grave ; even a grave robbery ii> grave. Be- 
fore Dr. Thompson is tabooed from professional 
association for his infraction of a law of the land, it 
will be accessary to know definitely what he stole. 
If il WM on^ n anpply of anatomical material out 
of a grave, let us not be to<^ bard on thf« porr fellow. 
Let him, in short, who is without sin cast ttie first 
•MMie. Ve Und of iBea naat alnnd together. 

A facetious «ld dame who had reached her four- 
score and ten, died. On opening her last will and 
testament it was found that she bad bequeathed to 
her physician "to whose eDllghtened care and wise 
preFcriptions," she owed her long life, "all that Is 
contained in an old oak chest in her lx>udoir, the 
key to which could be found under the mattress of 
her bed . " Fancy the feelings of the said enlighten- 
ed and wise physician when he discovered, instead 
of (he expeeted fortune, tdl the drugs and potiou* 
•^till intact, which he had prescrihtM for the old lady 
(peace to her ashes 1) for many years back. 

The President has appointed Dr. Robert Uomy 
Bnrgeon-Qeneral of the Army to lUl the vacancy 
CftU9C<i by the death of his predecessor. The ap- 
pointment is said to give unqualified Bulisfaction in 
quarters where the appointee is known. Dr. Murray 
ha.s (lone long and honorable service in the Army 
and his appointment is in harmony with the best 
principles of Civil SL-rvice reform, he being 
thorot^iy acquainted with all the dettdls of hU de. 



Two hundred end nInety-nfaM is tlie number of 

"physicians" registerrri in this county of Wayne 
with its populaUon of about 18U.U00. This gives us 
one doctor for every 600 people of wldoh number 
probably a hundred are paupers and fifty are dead 
beats, leaving 450 who pay their bills. If the 
medical service b too limited the people will have to 
Etniggle fill ng as best they may for two yearp, as 
under the new medical act the number .of doctora 
cannot be increaaed within that time. 

In a Teomt sennon deliveted at Fort Wayne, Ind.. 

the text of which was: "Only in the Cross of 
Christ I Qlory." the Rev. 8. A. Northrop took ooca- 
don to administer a scathing rebuke to the **mlnh- 
terial insurance agents" m l preacher doctors " in 
the ministry. Had he extended his remarks to the 
religious press which contains puffs of quack nos- 
trums side by side with exhortations to a holy life, 
it would have added to the well rounded symmetry 
of his sermon. 

The Texas Courier Record of Medicine, is the 
name of a recent addition to ihe long list of medical 
Journals, good, bad and indiffereat. There are loo 
many bad and indifferent medical journals pub- 
Ibdied, and too4aw good ones. This fact contrUiutea 
to make our welcome of the Courier-Record the 
more hearty. It shows more ulent in its editorials 
and taste in It* eeleotlotta than prariona ventures 
medical jonmallsm In Tesae liad prapeiod at t» 
look for. 

The British Medical Journal pays the following 
trilrale to the manoiy of the Into X. Viarion Kms: 
His achievements are written in Imperishable letters 
in the annals of modern surgical practice. The 
greatest success which any surgeon of gentof can 
hope to achieve^ is to be able definitely and largely 
to Bdfl to the power of surgery to save life, to re- 
lieye misery, and to effect cure. This suoosio 
Marion Sima attained in a degree whidi lew am 
hope lo attidn. 

The Peoria Medical Monthly makes a note of 
Michigan professional amenities, and after quoting 
some of the choioa moreenna In recent o o ire epo n d ' 
ence, remarks: " It takes a long needle to prick the 
epidermis of the Pittsburg gentleman, but we will 
bet on the Michigan professor of surgery with hie 
• calling.' as the IbtDfoai. Ann cnUei it** 

BaTdon-flenderaoo hat great faith In the oateoon 

of Koch's al!eg<fd dlscovfry of rhr tubercle bacillus. 
Beyond the poasibility of a doubt, he said in a recent 
addresB, it vrill serve as the foundation for an efllcl> 
ent prophylaxis aga!T:^t pu'monary consumption and 
llie other less familiar forms of tubercular disease 
oonnietad with it by communilf of origin and of 

A housekeeper of a literary turn of mind sub- 
stituted the Tiatiu word mhe for its more familiar 
English equivalent "welcome," as a sentiment for 

the centre of her doof^mat. Imagine her disgust 
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-ivlMn bflf hntbttid, wbobadaem ben BtooUegs, 
asked her what kliid of mIt* AmI wm ItefcdM was 

advertising. 

Mr. Wm. A. Jansea is oaavasuofi our city for sub- 
■oripttons to Quain'a Dletlonaiy of Medicine, pub- 
lished by D. Appleton & Co., and is meeting with 
pronounced success. Herein the ptofeaaion shows 
its appreciation of a good thiqg. Vii» our notice 
of this daaele work in tlia Aob for Ibreh lOth last. 
_ — 

PlMter-ot-P«ris as ft SarffieftI Dr«Mlftff. 

BY K. O. WALKSIt, M. D.,* DETROIT, MICH. 

Gentlemen — The use of plaster of-Paris for sur- 
gical purpusta origiuated with the Arabs, and for 
oar knowledge of the samtj we are indebted to Mr. 
Eaton, an English consul at Bastora in 1798. Its 
more general use did not talco place until about 
1880, when aaijgeons throughout Borope began to 
adopt it. PirogofT gave it its greatest impetus in 
1854, by a monograph upon its use during tlie 
Crimean war. AmMlean sorgeooB were not very 
much behind their Enmpean brethren in accepting 
its advantages, and I tliiuic I do not boast when I 
•ay that we baye outstripped them in Its genenl 
application. Drs. Sayre, St. .John and H. O. Marcy 
Stand preeminent in this country as its champions. 

Ita flret applieatlon in Michigan, as far as I know, 
was made in Harper Hospital, Detroit, in 1855, by 
Dr. T. A. HcGraw, in a case of fracture of botli 
legs, at which I assisted him while a student. 

Plaster-of-Pari9, or gypsum (the hydrated sulphate 
of iime},is prepared for surgical purposes by driving 
off the water of crystallizaUon wtlta heat at a tem- 
perature ranging above 313°, using care not to burn 
it. Its setting or hardening qualitiea are manifest 
when combined with water. 

The earlier methods of applying plaster-of- Paris 
were quite crude, and did not mnkf what we would 
now consider a very ueat dressing, as it was thea 
applied in a liquid form rubbed over dry bandages. 

Mathiescn, of Holland, first suggested, in 1854, 
the propciety of rubbing it into the meshes of a 
toller, dry, sind afterwards wetting it At the time of 
application. 

As the proper material, together with its proper 
preiMntion, ■■« Important items in tlie aatleractory 

application of a plaster bandage, you will pardon 
me for entering into detail of the minutis of ita pre- 
paration, for I feel . oonfldent that the bad reeulta 
attributed to the use of plaster are often dUO to poOT 
plaster and poor preparation 

Tbeelementathatentwintoa good plaster bandage 
are first, good plaster, wliich should be line as tlour, 
aoch as you can procure in any ornamental plaster 
ahop. or auoh aa denttsta use; unfortunately, dental 
plaster too often proves aswless, owing to long ex- 
posure to air and abw)rption of moisture; this can, 

*rn>feMor oC OrUiopedio BofgeiT, U«nito Urin«iT DLs 
«aM» mm! CUaiesl 9miaf la the Detroit Medical OoUece. 
Bead bur title bafbiM the BtetaMsdiMi BodeliiralKeluDsioo. 
llteh.,lfviOCh,lfl81 



howevet, be oweome by drying it in a baldng pan 

in an oven. 

Ttie superiority of the plaster from an ornamental 
plaster riiop la In lie freahneaa. 

The other element is suitable cloth with fair-sized 
meshes, and for such purpose I prefer ordinary 
cheeae etoth, although good bandagea can be made 
from crinoline, mosquito netting afrd factory; in 
fact, any kind of cloth that will bold the plaater diy, 
will make a bandage. 

' The cheese cloth .shoniii br r ut in strips five yards 
long and four in I^ls Tliese again, after being 

iucorporatea with piaster, can bu easily cut to any 
suitable width. 

A variety of apparatus has been devised for roll- 
ing plattter banda^eH, but so far I liave found noth> 
ing that equals itaod rolling, which after a few 
trials is easily learned. Care should be t:tl;"n Jo see 
that all ravelings are removed before the bandage is 
ready for naa. Theae bandagea can be kept for 
some time in a tight fitting tin pail, and had better 
l)e covered with plaster. In order to insure suooeas 
they had better be made freah. 

When you are ready to use them drop them into a 
l)owl of warm alum water, one part to twenty. 
The addition of the alum aids very materially In 
rapidly solidifying the plaster. The bandage should 
remain long enough in the water to allow all air 
bubbles to escape, when the x^i\xm water should be 
squefzed out. In applying the bnadnge, do it 
quickly and smoothly, at the same time rubbinr: it 
well either yourself, or aided by an uiisisUuit, so as 
to exclude all air from between each roll of the ban- 
dage. The ea.se with which a plaster bandage is 
applied makes it pre-eminently a great factor in the 
treatment of pretty mndi all flMcturaa and dlaeaaed 
joints. 

In the treatment of fractures into, or in ttte vicinity 
of a Joints where pnaaife motion le neoeaaary it may 

be regarded as objectionable, yet here it forma n ba- 
sis atK>ve and below the Joint for the attachment of 
braoket aplhita. aa dertaed by Dr. Ghaa. F. Sttllman, 

of New York, or .similar to those which I hereafter 
describs in the treatment of corapouad fractures. 

The question undoubtedly pre^eolB itself, would 
you use plaster as an immediate dressing for a frac- 
ture, or allow the swelling to subside flrdt. Em- 
ptwtically I would, providing for the swelling by 
ooTeriog the parte wdl with cotton battbig. and if 
necessary cutting the piaster ca<!t open with a sharp 
knife, which is easily done, and afterwards holding 
it In position with an ordinary roller bandage. 

Tttis procedure admits of examination without 
disturbing anything. Extension can be made in the 
usual uiauuer by allaclitug llie weight to wire loops 
I fattened in the plaater. 

The plaster dressin- as applicable to the frac- 
ture of ribs and clavicle as it is to the long bones, 
and I have used it aatisfactorily In the treatment of 
a severe injury to the upper cervical Terl«-!)ra}, and 
I am inclined to tJiink tjtut there was a fracture of 
aome of tim ferteh», although I did nol aa* the 
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mm at Its onaet The followlaf report will explain 

ItKlf: 

J. C, aged 16, fell out of a wi^n in March, 
1980, ilrndBg on Me head and left dKKdder, 

producing at the time, only a slight concaa- 
lion from which he quioklj leoorered. In the 
oouite of a week or m> he no t i ee d petal on molloii 
of the head or neck, referable to the region of 
ttie trapezii and stemo-maetoid moadea, which 
continued to grow worse nntll this time I fliat saw 
him, August 10, 1880^ when he waa moch emaciated, 
suffering, at times, excruciating pain on move- 
ment, and at times a dull aching pain in the region 
of the occiput The podtlon moat comfortable to 
him was attained by supporting the chin with one 
hand und the back of the head with the other. 
Thecewasat times some difficulty in swallowing. 
The seat of the difficulty, as far as I was able to 
make out, existed at the junction of the articular 
surfaoea 4>f the thtad and fourth eervtoal vevlelira; 
for it was at this point that pressure aggravated the 
pain, jet there was no appreciable deformity, with a 
altc^tandeiu^of the heiMl to the lighft, aad a ftall- 
neaa of the ae^ at thia polBt OB each ride^ 




F(k 1. Froot r:«v. 



The indication for treatment in a discard joint is 
rest, ab»fAut(. refit, for the joint, at least for a time, 
especially if the cause is traumatic, as we must ad- 
mit it was in this case, for pBarlona to the receipt of 
the injury this patient was a perfect example of 
health, with no hereditary history whatever. 

I will now briefly explain the method by which I 
applied this cast (figs 1 and 2v In the first place I 
directed the hair to be cropped short; I then applied 
a plaater Jaekal. The plaater jiekat hi itadf 



wiNdd he of w> h eae flt irtalavar, Imk it aerraa the 

purpose of a foundation for the Huperstnicture to be 
built upon. After allowing the jacket to dry for a 
few mfaratea, the patient la aeated on a etool, and 
the head suspended to a hook in the ceiling by a 
four* tailed bandage, somewhat after the manner of 
a Barton^ ftaetnre bandage for fVaetored jaw; that 
Is, by first placing a bandage under the jaw and 
allowing it to meet seTeral inches above the head, 
and another in front of tlie jaw, passing back to the 
occiput, where it is pinned or aewed, then passing 
the ends of the bnadage up to meet those from the 




Flo VI —Side View. 

front and then up to the hook, using just enough of 
extension to keep the body erect and patient per- 
fectly comfortable. I then wound around the neck 
and head one thicknef? of glazed sheet wadding, for 
protection against any irregularities in the plaster 
' bandage. The bandages should be narrow, about 
one and u half inches in width, as it is neoessaiy tO 
reverse quite frequently iu the application. 

After applying two or three thidnessea, I began 
to interlace preforated zinc strips, half inch in 
width, extending around the head, down the back 
and in front, so that we have a flim support for the 
head well attached to the jacket below. The only 
parts exposed axe the top of the head and that por- 
tton of the face which you see expoeed. 

The results in this case have been highly Sitiafao* 
tory, the means simple, and readily applied. 

Compound Fracture*. — Just what to do in the case 
of a compound fracture has puzzled surgaOBS from 
time immemorial; this is especially so in compound 
fractures of the tibia and Ilbula, just above the 
ankle joint Tlie requisites in a ease of this Itind are 
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InuBoUlUy, MupoHloii.uillwpiris ud pvoper dndB« 

Tlie old method of Bppljiog movable ipUnts 
■Bealtitad their frequent removal, which militated 

Very much ng^ unst satiafactory results aod often- 
U^SM in ampataUoD, aod not iafreqaeaUj in the 
telh of the patieDt. 

Id plaster-of-Paris we have a valuable adjuvant iu 
the treatment of these cases. The plaster cast with 
fenestrated openings opposite the site of the woand 
is « decided improvement over the movable splint, 
yet this has its disadvantages owing to the fact that 
the discharges from the open wound soften the 
lilaster and weaken its support, necessitating its re- 
application before tht; union of the bone takes place. 
This« I think you will notice, is obviated in the device 
•hown in Fig. 8, giving' ft fine opportiuiitj for drain* 
age and no liability for the piMler to beooow eotked 
with the discharges. 

The application of the plaster is lindlar to that 
•Inady described, seeing that the parts lolMCOwnd 
with plaster are first covered with one or more 
thicknesses of cotton balling to allow fur any swell- 
ing that may occur. 

The first step to be taken l>efore the appUcatlou 
of the piaster, sbould be a tborougb examinaiiou 
of the conditiona of the fracture, (the patient 
being of coune, under the influence of an 
antesthetic) The exf^oratioo of the wound is 
heat made by the index linger well earlMdated. 
ascertaining the amount of comminution (if any), 
and the removal of detached fragments, also the 
amottat of iajnty to aofi parte, injuiy to btood*Tei- 
eela. Lastly a counter-opening should be made for 
the introduction of the drainage tube extending 
wdl oat oo each dde. TIm drainage tube ahoold be 
of good size, one half loch in diameter to allow of 
thorough irrigation if necesaaiy. A small drainage 
in my opinion is often prodoetive of much damage 
in many surgical operations. We are now ready 
for the application of the plaster bnndaj^e. It should 
extend well up above the kne«,al»u on the fuot.leav* 
lag tliat part where wound ealels perfect]^ ftce, at In 




Flo .1. 



the figure. .\s soon as the plaster is solid, which will 
be ahnost immediately, you can by the aid of youi: 
awrfitant make proper extension and oounter esten- 



rioB.wiien the eplinii. A and B.<flg. ^ oaa ba adjnit. 

ed and fastened with n few turns of a narrow web 
piaster bandage. The spiints.you ob6erve,conabt of 
properly shaped iron ban of mfll^nt itvanglh to 
support the weight of the leg, and. not permit of 
bending. To each end is fastened a properly shaped 
I piece of perforated tin or zinc. Any blacksmith 
can make these splints, from a model that you can 
make yourself by taking strips of tin and bending 
them to the shajK- lo which you wisk lo apply tbem. 
You must allow for sufficient space between the 
iron baiB and tite leg to apptf the anti septic ^less- 

Fig B ^ves a representation of the manner of 

suspension, consi.'iting of alight mmle saw-horse, or, 
what I have recently found to bo much better, a 
fket of board of proper lengtii, one Inch In tliick> 

ucm and two in wiiltti. into ':\-hir-h is fastened at 
either end a screw-book and suspended io the ceiling. 




i Fia 4. 

On its under surface time or more lioolts slionhi lie 

screwed for the fastening of smnll chain? nnri tlipse 
1 again fastened equably to Hue wire houk8 which 
I have been Incorporated In tlie plaster. Ton will 

observe In the cut that I have used rubber tubing 
I for the suspension which adds very materially to 

the comfort of the patient; this bowevor can be dia- 
I peased with, and wdlnaiy bandages nssd for eap- 
i port. 

I TUs apparatOB makes an hnmovable dressing, 

I which can remain on until the ci\sc Ih cured, giving 
I comfort to the patient, allowing him to be moved 
i from the bed to the chair if desired, and certainly 

reduces the labor of the smgeoa to a minimum, if 
I you desire to increase or decrease the amount of 
' extension Ibis can be done by incorporating in the 

bars above and beiow the Joint, the extension screw 

a fig 4. 

(To be coiUinued.) 



A Case of High Non>inflammatory Fever, 
with ReeoTary. A Case of Syphllltle 
Honlplefla. 

nUPOBTBQ Wf K. W. O'lUUBH. M. O., BABnUTOUl, 

- omo. 

1 have the notes of the following cases: 
1 was called at P. M. on Saturday to attend a 
^ Miss W— ., wlM. Found her emaciated, suffering 
I ssvere labor paloa, and vomiting continnonsly. 
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Taopenlnn, 104*; pain, 180; 00QDl«Mno» dMnr- 

ing prni alnrm; skin bathed In jswf^at. On Inquiry ' 
found Abe wtks in Uie third moolh of pr^aocjr. 
Sh* bad had two aborikras previous to thii. Bhe 
refused to Bay what bad been done, but I wi« con- 
Tinced that there had been instrumental interfer- 
ence. The oerviz was bard and unyielding. I gave 
} gr. morphine hypodermically, and repeated the 
dose at 10 oclocic, relievlog the pain and the vomit- 
ing temporarily. The patieat passed, however, a 
tad night, rcstloas and sufleflng great thirst. The 
next morniny nbe had a severe rigor, lasting half an 
hour; pulse, 1 10, temperature 106% pains absent, 
skin covered wiiii a profuse sweat. I aaw I bad a 
critical case indeed. I oonlinut'd tlie marphfne, giv. 
i gr. evei> five hours, and at once used copious bot- 
wmter vagliMl Isjeotioiia. diMOtlng the aane agaliiat 

the cervix- A', noon another rif*or, and at fire 
o'clock aootber, ia»liug a good half hour. In addi- 
lioii lo the norpMa I mm gave p«r ot, 10 gn. of 
calomel and "'O ^^r> quinine, and repea'r 1 M.e dose 
At 11 P. M. Temperature at midnight was lOtt 4-6° 1 
There waa one more rigor at 8 A. M., and one fn the 
morning at 8. The iDjcctions lu'.d been used at iu- 
lervaU fur the past hours, and now on examioa- 
tlon the ccrvlz was found dilated and the foetus just 
in reach. With placenta forceps I removed the 
contenia of the uterus. The purgative doses of cal- 
omel opened the bowels, the temperature came 
down to 100% and the pulse to 120. Some tender- 
ntts and swelling present in the lower bowels. 
Found it was necessary to use the catheter this 
morollig. Continued the injeetions carbolized, as 
hot as could be borne. Gave quinine and morphia 
together, (grs. 5, and gr. and two drops of car- 
bolio add, 8 drops tr. Iodine, every 5 hours. Under 
this treatment temperature slowlj CSOM down, sad 
on the sixth day waa normal. 

1 have Dofor ssea such % eass leoofer In u tdult 
with such a temperature. The ci&cacy of the hot 
water injections cannot for a moment be doubted, 
and to them I am sure tUs patient owes her llfs; 8o 
soon as the contents of the uterus was removed, the 
rigors ceased, the temperature came down and my 
patient beftu lo improve;. Suiely this high temper- 
ature was not ioflunimatory, for on the lOth day 
from the time I saw her first, she waa walking 
around her room, and in three weeks leturned to her 
home in nn ea.stern eity. Be it as it may, I hud an 
elephant on my hands, and do not want any more 
each eases soon. 

Occasionally wc liud a ca»e of syphilis, which 
hss passed through the different stages of the 
disease without showing any cbanicteristic, lotion of j 
the skin, or mucous mumbnuie, sulMJcquent scquelie 
and glandular ealargement being the only evidence 
of the disease*. 

'•VsawwJ Dtoeawa. Mew Ymt, tea. 



I was called to sea Mm. H. at 98. whom I foud 

suffering from almost complrtp hrmirlrc::i?i, with 
loss of cutaneous sensibility io the arm and limb of 
the afllselsd side. There wse mrtiasla aadadow- 

nrs'^ of utterance, arr! m sullrri, i]nplr-:^^Ftrjt evpres- 
sloa in the face. There was intense hoiriache com- 
ing on late in the day and nootoraal itenmalism. 
There waa no knowledge of the initial lesion. The 
woman believed she suffered from nervous headache 
and her physicians had treated her with morphia, 
quinine, mustard and tonfcs. But she had grown 
slowly worse and more helpless physically, while 
the mind becumc feeble and memory imperfect. 
She would shed tears without any provocation, and 
could not tell why she would find herself weeping, 
ller muruioga were comparatively free from pain, 
and tier mind more steady. Owing to lior age and 
thr "jln'.vncss with which the paralysis came on, ac- 
cumpuuied with Uie headache and nocturnal pain, I 
waa of the opinion the trouble was syphilitic I 
gave mixed treatment: giving the i Mll li in five- 
grain doses every two hours, with l-(iO gr. bydgr. 
bichlor. and a nourishing diet My friend Dr. 
Close, of Bellair, in whose charge I left the case, 
pushed the treatment vigorously; the improvement 
was rapid and in a few mooths the woman was do- 
ing her work, and was well and hearty. In convcr. 
sation with her husband since. I found be had a sore 
several years ago, but it was such a small affair be 
said, that he never thought of it. 

Otis, mentioned above, fuiya the lesion in cerebral 
disease (ijum my <leposils) is most probably germinal 
matter in the »dventitia of the arteries, qtMtiagflmn 
Hucbner.t and Edes,( and is sufficient to prodnre 
symptoms of pressure, then irritation, fianlly ob- 
structed circulation and consequent softening. Mr. 
Hutchinson of London,* speaking of brain syphilis 
says: "If we say that we recognize three forms of 
cerebral disease: one In wliich the symptoms result 
from arterial occlusion; one fromgummata; and one 
from periosteal thickening, we may assume that sud- 
den attaelu of paralyds denote one. that the sec- 
ond has all the symptoms of tumor, and that i^evere 
pain and headache go with the latter. No doubt in 
some easss all three lesiotts present tether, and in 
many two of them." In my case then the second 
and third conditions must have been present. 

I liave noticed women solfer less, as a rule, thim 
men, from syphilis, and the manifestations are few- 
er. X would like to ask why is this so, and why do 
we see fewer eases of the disease in women than in 
men. In conclusion I do not believe small doses of 
iod. pot. in these will do. I gave in this case 60 
grs. pet iiem to commence with, and slowly in- 
creased the dose. 



tOoniil and Ranvler, Path. Hist. Am. Ed., p. 331 
•M«d. Times and Oasette, Fisb. 7, 1877. 
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dulgence of his unfortunate propensity to be persoml 
pl«Mes him Mid doMBt hjutt tnybodif . wl^* let bin 

indulge it. 

Jast one more word on my incog. It was 
my tlmidtry' Tsthar cliao my modesty (eUlHMi|^ 

tho latter is exceisive), which caused me to write 
over a Mm de plum. 1 knew right well the 
mtiire of fbe geotlemsia whom T ed dwe sed, sad It 
wrts just in anticipation of tljt. tyle of his t jriinder 
that I kept shady. !5ome may aay it is cowardly not to 
write OTer your own proper mum. That is tme only 
in the case of a pemjoal attack, Wldeb my question 
touchini? Dr. Marlean's method as an ovariotomist by 
uo means was. I am sorry now, however, that I did 
not write in propria pertona. To have done so would 
have saved " thn f^cntlemnn who performed two 
ovariotomies in one day " the iii-natured snap he got 
from our doughty professor; It might, monover, have 
Fpnred 3-our readers that execrably grat« pun. The 
learned punster and redoubtable champion who 
rasbee so TsUnntly to the reieae when *' tlie Cnlver- 
pity is attacked." i- harking up the wrong tree this 
time. Will he have ilie magnanimity to acknowledge 
that he has dellbetately gone out of hb way "to 
in.^ult ;in unoffending fellow-practitlonpr"? If he 
does, the fact will be evidence that his residence in a 
rity has already commenced to eieri on Mm ita 
bruudcnini: influence, and that the leopard's spot^t 
may, after all, be capable of slight ctuoge. I shall 
•wait the appearaooe of the nest Aas wltti lumsaal 
interest. 



As further bearing on the above we give [daoe to 
the following note received from Dr. Hal C. Wjfnao, 

of this city : 

The Medical Aob for Dec. lOtb, contains an 
article from the pea of Dr. Donald Madeaa whkdt I 



OTARiOTOMnr Before Mixed Assbuulies.— "A 
MiMiim or TBS Btatb )beDtOAi> Socktt" pleads 

■O earnestly for just one more word ancnt thin ques- 
tloo, that we have not the heart to deny him it; 
While I admit tiiat the fullnees and expllcltness of 
Dr. Maclean's reply lo my cmestions touchlnf^ tbi-; im- 
portant matter has quite taken the wind out of my 
ttS\, I take mtieh consolation in the fact that, 
because of my imi)ortuuily, he bus deii^ncd lo 
vouchsafe me an answer. "The lesson has been an 
instmettveone. iVU dteperaiMivm wilt henceforward, 
for ever, be my motto, and let OUT "Bcot wha hae" 
stiU proudly fly on his banner Mtno me impune 
tattnit. But in this bristling age one who is anxioun 
for light must not be too mudi afnld of being sat 
down upon. I am not a gyniecologist. nor an 
ovariotomist, but simply one of the mi norrot whom 
Professor Maclean invited to wiines.'* bi.s great feat 
in the ampithcatre at Ann Arl)or, in May 1xn'3 lie 
failed ou llmt oixa.sion lu say aught louthing his 
negleet of thcs^ antiseptic precautions whieli it 
aeems I erroneously supposed were insij^tcd upon by 
40 the masters in ovariotomy. 1 ventured to ask him 
a question on this point; but be treated my desire 
for light with that silence which cannol lie truth 
fully said to be the gentleman's characteruttic. It 
einiok me that the present occasion, when the ques- 
tion of ovariotomy is again at the fore, afforded a 
good opportunity to once more ask my question. 
My perseverance was rewarded by a letter In the 
Anic for which I am sure its readers will thank me. 
Of course it was not to have been expected that the 
gentleman's letter should be devoid of personalities. 
The Ethiopian's skin and the leopard's spots, you 
know. What is bred in the bone will maniftst itwlf 
in the flesh, is a popular expression of a great phy^i- 
, truth. But it's all right. The doctor gave 
I food poJMi 09 oiariotomiy, and ai an In- 
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believe does me great injustice. It Is intended as a 
ivpljr to an article which appeared in your journal of 
ITov. WOi, ov«rtlwi(«ii<i»j)(i»iiM '*AlEemberof the 
Stale Mrrl^cnl 1^ ofipty," and which he (T^r Maclenu) 
says contained ad verse criticisms of bis methods as an 
ovaHolonlitk and quMttoned bit itaSaaieDts about 
liavingseen Dr. Keith operate. Dr. Macle ui Insi-t- 
/td that the author of the unpleasant criticisms, etc, 
bin made niuraooeashil ovariotomies, and that be has 
made two such opcratioas in one day. and is, there 
fore, deMtnrin^ of the abustTe epilbets so liberally 
lieetowed. Now, as I am. probably, the only mem- 
Iter of the State Medical Society who has performed 
two OTariotomies in one day, there can be no doubt 
Irito' tliat I am the person Dr. Maclean thislw wrote 
'tbe "advene criUeisms." I am not the author of 
them. My relations with Dr. Maclean more than 
ten years ago, as a member of the surgical staff of 
the UntveBrity of IDeitii^. were aoeh as to lead me 
to believe that he knew that I would not resort to a 
nom de flume when I wanted to charge him with 
falsehood. 

You will pardon me for rpplvin ' tn T)r Msclean 
with a quotation or two from a recent letter by him- 
«df to yoiir ootemporary , the Detroit Laneet Ooa* 
reding liis version of the LiUri's reference to l)e cur- 
rect,tbe laog^iage which be employs in reply to them 
is not inappropriate to my caae: "This gratuitous 
iiisult to me, an unoffending fellow-practitioner, 
amounts to malicious libel, andought, in my opinion, 
to have determined the exclusion of bis article from 
tlM-eoIumna* of a respectable medical journal." 
"That ytw, sir, should have lent your columns to the 
I)ropagation of such a vile slander, witiiout in the 
lirst place, making, /err ^ur own take (the italics are 
Ills) some slight effort to arrive at the /nets, passes 
my compreUeu4iian. " " Living, a« you do, within a 
(few) block (s) of me, and with telephone connection 
ut that, there could hare been no difTiruit}'" in your 
obtaining a full statement of the truth from me." 

I have onljf to any Id reference to my ovaiiotomlea, 
that whi!r> T rogrct any misfortunes which may have 
attended them, as profoundly as Dr. Maclean regrets 
.lbs aManlli on kia honor, I dull oot tlueaten any 
doe with proeeentloa for inibUBhing them. ■ 



Dr. K. S. Sutton, of Pittsburgh, Pa., sends the 
followtar letter to Dr. Leartne OMinor, which that 
iicntleman reproduces In bis Jouma), the Detroit 
Lancet, for December: 

"Dbab Doonm— Under the heading of * Profes 
clonal Courtesy' in the Physician and Surgeon 
iliere has just appeared an attack upon you so 

is Tii|iutou», untrue and unjust, that I hasten to 
.t.ty a word about it. I wrote the letter in the Cin 
dnnati Obstetrical Gazette from which you made an 
extract. I now state to all interested that you did 
not know to whom that extract refernd. 

I made that statement on the authority of Dr. 
Keith. I believed it to be true. In the MBDfCAL 
AoE I see a few lines purporting to be from a letter 
of Dr. Keith. If the owner of that letter, who was 
SM prompt to announce himself as the only man in 
AtUbigMr who had puMished a aeriea of ovario-^ 



tomies, and who says I lie and Mhel him, can prove 
it by the publication of that entire letter, let us have 
it. I am ready." 

j In reply to the above Dr. Donald Maclean sends 
us the following "open letter" to Dr. Connor: 

"Mt Dbak Do( Ton— Since you i n; iiccepl and 
publish such a certificate as that of Dr. Sutton's in 
yuur last issue, and since Dr. Sutton is able to ignore 
j the distinction between ' the only professor of snr- 
I scry f Q Mleblgao ' and * the only man in Michigan 
who,* etc-., etc., I repent me of having conde.9< pnded 
to have any controversy whatever with eitlier of you. 

" I will indulii;e the hu\H; that the time may 
speedily come when it may be truthfully and joy- 
fully said of each of jott that lie la * dothed ami In 
his right ndnd,' 

" When that time cornea (if it ever docs) I promiae 
you that I will do my he.st to forget and forgive the 
weak and wicked methods of your pre.sent madtiesis. 
and will do wiiat 1 can to reinstate yon in the ^ r 
fideuce and respect of people who value truth, 
honesty and common sense. 

"Poor Dr. Button haa evidently been too long 
abroad and had aooesa to too much, and 'mueS 
learning has made him mad.' I regret that in ray 
: own defence T was compelled to rail puhlic atten- 
! tion to his deplorable condition. All charitable 

i people will join me in hoping that his aberration, 
uke your own, may prove to be bat temponry." 
And now, gentlemen, permit us to say that the 
professional public will be obliged, aa f ar as these 
eolumaa are concerned, to decide from the eridenoe 
Ijefore them, whether or net Dr. Maclean t^aw 
Dr. Keith operate. The year closes with our 
present number, and if, haply, ite sun dull go down 
on your wrath, the " irrepre.s.slhle OOafllCt*' muat be 
waged elsewhere tbau in the Agb. 



WSAV n Air Eouonot— Dr. P. L. Tompleton of 

j Montpelli'-r Vi., writes as follows ou this question: 
j "You ask to your issue of Nov. 36 "But why * * • 
j abould thexe be any each title aa edeetlef la not 

ilhe ancient and honorable title of phy.sieian Ijroad 
enough to compass all who practice the healing art?' 
That it ihoutd be no one can deny, bat la It? The 
'ecleclici*.' iis you are very likely aware, were not 
formed by a sudden rev<4t from the 'regular.' nor 
were they ibe reault of n ^me-idea man.' In the 
early part of the 19th century bleeding and mcrcur- 
ialization were the popular and common treatment 
among our physicians. The couutry was sparsely 
settled, the communication from farm to village and 
town to town was very difWcult, and among the peo- 
ple there was a familiarity with our iudigeoous 
plants, as medioinea. The succeaa of these as com- 
pared with mercury and the lancet could not but be 
noticed, nixd duclor», many of whom we must own 
were illiterate or home educated, came into compe- 
\ tition with the 'recular' physicians. This new 
class of physicians said : 'iik^ualize the circulation; 
aoatun the vital foroea.' Aod they caat aMa the 
lancet, mercury, lead, antimony and arsenic. Some 
of the more prominent were imprisoned, tined, and 
' put to much trouble and expenae Ity their 'regubut' 
I brethren (not b}' the community), and i^.ljcc^nie 
I neocaaary for their protection thai they organize. 
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The title oclectirs' oigoified their intention lo use 
means from wliatever source fur the beoefli of their 
pAtienta. Of courae no good could come out of 
Nazareth. Re,:ular physicians refused in any 
way to reco/rnize us. Dr. King discovered and 
made koowo the therapeutic properties of p(<dopby- 
lim iMltatum. Several years after its use by ui it 
was discovered by a 'r. jjulur' physician in llio n-ir- 
uhtr way, and Uircclly became officiual. Frum ttial 
tiflM yil tlM advent of Parlie, Davis & Co.. nothing 
was discovered or Introdiu ed except by the 'regu- 
lar way. The reading public liaow the opposition 
made to the Introduction of CMcnn mgnkda and 
other remedies recommended for invpgtigntton bv 
tJie late Dr. Bundy, (an eclectic), la the exclusive- 
IMM of tbe ^regular' profeMloa due to our igoor- 
uce? 'Nobility imposes obligations.' They arc 
in the majority. Uardly a hospital but is in their 
controL Tlieae an mostly aapported br the public 
purse and clinical materiul is utilized by their pro- 
fessors; yet in their announcements, after detailing 
their advantage* and the bencflts whidk the student 
aaay derive from them, they say the student must 
study three years under a 'regular' practitioner. 
Hie student Is supposed to pay for his imtructlcm. 
Does this mean, then, tliat the inwlructions are ade- 
quate for tbe 'regular' student^ but that the ezami- 
mtioi» or ImtrtKMlott, or both, are inadequate to pre- 
pare a student for active practice who has atodiad 
three years with a physician who honestly believes 
tliat minerals may in many instances be replaced 
with benefit, bjioota and herbs or their equivalents 
in fluid form? 80 long a.^ we must fight against at- 
tempts to pass unjust medical laws to crush us out 
of existence, so long as wa mnat unite to be edu- 
cated in liberty and honor, so long will it be before 
the honorable title of pbysidao will suf&ce for the 
Vegular^aiid the 'Irregular.* Magrthattk^esoonoooM. 

T eanrmt nfPrir l to do without a journal con- 
taining so much life and independence as is possess- 
ad by the McDiOAL Aoi. Bneloaed please -find 
money for tbe renewal. 



Pbbvkntiv* TKBaTWNT OF Makmart Dubasbs. 

— Dr. Richard Wood speaks with much confldence 
in the Midland Medical Miscellany of the following 
plan of treatment by way of preventing tbe develop- 
ment of mammary disea^ies: 

After a confinement all may go on well for three 
or four days or more, when the patient may com- 
plain of sorunt-^s about one of the nipples. Always 
let us pay immediate attention to her complaint and 
request; both are warnings to us which must never 
be disregarded A gla^s shield with a tube and an 
India rubber nipple for the infant should be nt once 
used. Tannin glycerine applied frequeutiy. and if, 
notwithsiiintliiii: these precautions, the mother eon- 
tinue.s to sufT'T. the tliild iir.ist be tiikcn from the 
breast, and probably the pniu will subside and all go 
well, provided there is no tenderness in the substaaoa 
of the breast; but if tendemeaa and pain are left in 



it attended with noaieapp»eiablebar(ine.«s confined 
to one place, and some redness, our best endeavors 
mubt at once be directed to the treatment, and no 
time must be lost. Should shivering have occnrrad 
we miiy already be too late 

To insure success we should take the case in hand 
OB the same day as that on whidi the pain and 
hardness are flrs- noticeil. 

Upon being called to a case in the early stage, we 
apply a pwce of Knt doubled four times, and large 
enough to cover the neck and tender part of the 
breast, having previouHly soaked the lint in one 
ounce of belladonna liniment, with some gutta pcrcha 
tissue to cover the whole, and then this is bandaged 
up carefully with three bnndHjiP!!, ojicli hix ynrtis in 
length. Internally we prescribe gr. x. of calomel in 
a plU and tbe following mlBture:— 

^— Tr. bi'1!:i ionna' f. ' ii., mag. siilph. 3 iss. 
Spt. chlorof. 3 ii., aq. destill. ad. § vj. 

Iklist. ft. Two tablespoon fuls every three hours. 

In the ease of very delicate women, we must 
watch the effect of the medicine and |top it if the 
bowels act more than foiir or five times, to be re- 
sumed again on the foUowing day; but the bella- 
donna should not be stopped unless the throat, or 
head, or tongue, or pulse, make it necessary. Tbe 
next day the dressing should be removed and the 
lint soaked in more belladonna liniment, and re- 
applied as before, taking care to support the breast 
well up by bringing the bandages round Uie neck 
and shoulders every time. After about three daya 
the hardncs-? and inttammatinn should have disap- 
peared, in which case tbe dressings need only be 
repeated a few more timet every atteroste day. Ail 
stimulating beverages should be stopped from the 
first day of treatment, and likewise meat; in fact, 
for the first day the less she eata the better. At the 
same time the nurse should have orders not to be 
afraid to give brandy if there should be signs of 
fainting in oonsequeoce of tbe violent action of the 
aperient. 

He stales it as his firm belief, based on an experi- 
ence of ten or twelve yean, that no breast during 

lactation would ever suppurate if t^^ above ^at- 
meot could be adopted early enough. Unfortunately 
the physician Is not called uottt It Is too late— aoin»> 
times three days after the hardness and pain were 

first experienced. 



HTritOTtsK.>-Tamburini and Beppilll (Loodcm 

.Medical Record) have investigated liypnoiism 
from a purely objective side, studying the 
modes of producing tbe phenomena, the various 

stages cxhibitdl, and the effects on motion, 
sensiation. respiration, and circulation. Follow- 
ing Charcot and lUchet, they divide the pheaonir- 

ena into three Rtai;es. According to the present 

authors, tlu' fitsi ^t;igi' i? the lethargic; the second, 
the cataleptic; and the third, or most intense degree 

of tbe phenomena^ is the somnambulistic Tbe 
authota have given their attention mors especially 
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fint two stages. It should benOliccd that in 
some patinnU; the lethargic stape occurs primarily; 
in others ibe catalepiic The hypnotic Meep cao be 
induoiid in one of wioaB ways: by steadily flxitig 
the eyes, by a gentle and prolonged noi*c, or hy 
slight and frequently repeated tactile sensatious. 
The iMhaijtlc state to dnraclerised by eiaggerated 
muscular oontrar"fility, exj'.L'L'fi H'ed tendon-reflexes, 
and paradoxical contraction ol Westpbal. The 
nepintory movemmila are deeper end more fre* 
qucnt, and the circulation shows increase in volume 
in the peripheral vessela. There is also byperffis- 
theaia. The «ataleptle state, on the eoDlrery, ex- 
hiblts plastic 9tsibilit\- of the limbs, diminished 
tendon-rcllexes. diminished «euaibiUty, slow and 
superficial respiratioii, aad eonttaeUob of the peri- 
pheral ve«seh. The soiuniimliulistic condition is 
marked by general and lasting cootracture, which 
does not yield either to the stlmoH or to the action 
of the aDtaf^omstlc muscles. The suLji-et ctin. by 
suitable stimuli, be passed from one stage into 
anotiier; and even one half of the body muy be 
thrown Into the cataleptic state, the other half re- 
maining in the lethargic condition. For example, 
let the bynotic sleep be induced by gentle prcHHure 
of the eye-balls. The patient falls into the lethargic 
condiliiii) with exaggerated muscular contractility. 
Now, if one eye be opened and exposed to a strong 
light, that side becomes cataleptic . One of the most 
curious phenomena is that the repetition of the 
stimulus tliat gavfs rije to any particular stage of 
hypnotism TCstores the patient to his original condi* 
liou (that is, to the condition in whicli Ire was when 
the stimulus was previously applied). Thus, to re- 
move a person to the bypntuic state, it is only neoes- 
siiry to repeat the stimulus that excited the condition ; 
tl)c different effect depending, according to the 
authors, on the different conditions of the nerve- 
centrc'^ m tlx- times of the different applications. In 
regard to llie interpretn'ion of hyjKiotism, T:itn 
burini and beppiili Uu uut iiiiuk that ihe pbeiiumcua 
are due to the removal of the ialiibilory influence of 
the hij.'her C( ntn <;. On Ibe contrary, tbey helieve 
that the divert* pbcQomulUi of the lethargic, of the 
cataRfplie, and'4f the somnambulistic states are only 
so many various manifestations of the increased ex- 
citability of tiie centre motor apparatus. The 
iavesligatiuuH made by these authors are worthy of 
attcatioa, though their belief in niagoets and metals 
Indii ate that tlU'lr conclusions should be received 
with caulioi:. 



C'oNCKUTEU Action uv State Boards ok 
HSAI.TH.— There has been a growing conviction 

amoDL' leinlin;: sjiniMrinns iulereste<i in tlic ofllcial eX- 
ecutiuu of practical health measures, that while the 
work of the American Public Ke&lth Association is of 
inestiinnlil' v:i!ui in pTo:ni>l'mL' (he interests of sani- 
tary science ami samlary rcfurni, there is a cooslaully 
Increasiog need of an annual conference of State 
and other health offloinls, in regard to practical 



affairs of their every day work, some part of which 
work cannot profitably be discussed in a public 
meeting consisiinix largely of persons who are not 

t familiar with its detailo. 

After due consideration, a meeting of representa- 
tives of State Boards was held at Detroit,duriog the 
recent meeting of the American Public Health 
Associiition, iit which, iifter discussioo, it was de 
cided to call a meeting of the secretaries or other 
representatives, of all State boards of heslth, in 
Washington, during >f'iy 14)^4, for the purposes 
mentioned, and with a view of organizing a section 

I devoted to State Board work In the ineaent Assodap 
Hon. or the form uion of a permanent separate 

. organization especially adapted to the needs of State 

I Boards of Health. Drs. Henry B. Baker, of Hiehl* 
iran, and J. N. McCormack, of Kentucky, were ap- 
pomtcd a committee to confer with and secure the 

' cooperation of all the State Boards in fidfllllng the 
ohject of the meetine. iuid Drs. 0. W. ChHml)erlnin, 

, of Connecticut, J. £. Reeves, of West Yirginia, and 
Stephen Smith, of New York, were appointed a 
committee on organization, to report at the meeting 
in May. The American Medical Association meets 
in Washington in May, and another reason for 
holding the meeting in Washington is that the vep- 
rest-ntatives of the State Boards may alw) have an 
opportunity for conferring with the senalors and 
representatives in Congre^ from their respective 
States, in regard tn national sanitary leu'islation. It 
would seem that whenever Ibe health authorities of 
the States shall m^t, discuss, and agree upon the 
course they will pnrpue with respect to yellow fever, 

! cholera small-pox. or any disease which endangers 

I public health without regard to State lines or bor- 
der^, and whenever a!) State B mrds shall art in 

^ concert, considerable progress will have been made in 

I solving the problem of what are the best methods for 
national action -n reL'anl to iiiTCT-statc anil maritime 

\ quarantine, or inspection and disiofectioo. as well as 
in the practical control of epidemic diseases within 
the several States of thto country. 



j The Moral lNri.uENCE of Qooo CooKUie.— Dr. 

' W. M. Williams. In the Popular Science Monthly 
writes: Some people may be inclined to smile at 
what I am about to say. viz , that such savory 

i dishes, serving to vary the monotony of the poor 

{ hard-working man's ordinary fare, afford consider* 

j able moral us well :i« pliy>i< al advantage. 

I An instruciive LXptrieuciL- ul iny own will illus- 
trate this. When wandering alone through Norway 

j in 185fi. llii'i ttic tr u k in rro^sing the Kyolen IjeUi ; I 
struggled on for twenty-three hou s without food 

I or rest, aad arrived in sorry plight at Lom. a veiy 
wild region. After a few hour^' ri >l T pushed on to 
a still wilder region and still rougher quarters, and 
continued thus to the great Jostcdal table-land, an 
un')roki n i;l.u. ;tT of five bumln-.l siin;ire miles; then 
descended thcJosledel itself to the openiug on the 
Sogne fjord— five days of extreme hardship, with 
no other food than flatbrod (very coarse oatcake). 
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■od bilberries gathered od the wajr, varied on one 
occasion with the luxury of two raw turnips Then 
I reached a comparatively luxurious stAliomllonuei), 
where ham and eggs and claret were obtaioable. 
The first glass of clari t produced an cflfect that 
alarmed me — a craving for more and for stronger 
drink, that was almost irreiii^bte. I flalftwd « 
bottle of St. Julien, and nothing but a violent effort 
of the will prevented me from then ordering brandy. 

I attrilfute this to the esbftustion eonaeqaent npon 
the excessive work and insufflcicnt.unsavory food of 
the previous five dajs; hare made many subsequent 
obaenratioiM on the ▼letlms of alcohol, and haTe do 
doubt that ovcTviork and scany, tast<'U'.H.s food are 
the primary source of the craving for strong driak 
that so largely prevails with such deplorable leralto 
among the c hi-s thiil is the most exposed to such 
privation. I do not Ray tiiat this is the only source 
of rach deprlTed appetite. It may alio be engen- 
dered by the opposite extreme of exoeflSlTO IttxarlOttS 
pandering to general sensuality. 

The practical Inference suggested by this experi- 
ence and these observations is, that speech-making, 
pledge signing, and blue ribbon missions can only 
effect temiK>rary results, unle^ suppkoiented by 
aitlafying the natural appetite of hungry people by 
supplies of food that \<. not onl)' nutritious, but 
savory and taiud. Such food need be no more ex- 
pemlTC than that which b commoiilf eaten by the 
poore.Ht of EogliibneD, hat it uuat he far better 
cooked. 



Thb Ili^Doihgs of Flibs.— Dr. B. Oraasi, of 

Kovellasca, reports, in a recent number of tlie 
Gazetta de gli O^pitali, some investigations he has 
been making on the above subject. He has con- 
vinced himself that the commoD-house fly is a 
dreadful enemy of the human race as of all living 
things in general. Whenever any infectious pro- 
duct is present, for instance, the sputa of phtUsical 
patients, or dejecta from the intcsiiiml tract, swarms 
of flies are to be seen, which soil themselves with 
the offensive material, and then crawl about over 
our food. The writer placed a plate conttitning a 
large mass of the ova of a human parasite 
(Trichoceplialue) upon a table in his labonilory, 
which wag situat< (1 at the di^stiino^ of about iliirty 
feet from the kitchen. Sheets of white paper tvere 
placed in various parts of the kitelien, and in the 
course rif a fe *'.- liours, (lie ilrji i ta of flics wcru ob- 
servable on the paper. Upon examinaliua of these 
with the microscope, they were found to oontain 
some of the ova of the parasite. Dr. Orassi then 
killed some of the flies, and found an enormous 
mass of fteces containing more of the ova. On an- 
other occasion he minced some segments of tape 
worm that had h<>en pre«erved in spirit, and put 
them into water so that a mass of ova were sus- 
pended in it. Id half an hour he succeeded in find- 
ing the ova of the para?ifc in the abdnminri! con 
tents of the flies, and also in the spoutaueously de- 
posited dejecta. In iilce manoerjt cotild be proved 



that flies that had alighted on mouldy cream 

harbored the spores of oii\\nm lacli*. It is useless 
tu comfort one's self with the ihuughl that these 
germs die in the intestines of tlie flies. Even if the 
intestinal juice do act upon them, and it is not 
proved that it does in the case of bacteria, some 
would almost certainly csca^ destruction. In any 
case, moreover, the Icj^s and proboscis would still 
serve as carriers of the infection. He proposes that 
attempts shall- be made to introduce the same disease 
nmongfit them in the .«ipr!ng time that already causes 
such devastation ia the autumn. 



SCARI^ PSVEK IN IIoKKES.— Scieutiflc .Ameri- 
can : For some time p!ist scarlet fever among 
horses has attracted considerable attention, and 
committees from three medical societies are now 
invesligating the subject. The disease was first 
described in horses, in 1514, and from that date 
to 1010 there are evidences showing its simul- 
taneous appearance in both lioraea and men. The 
conclusion has been drawn by some writers that 
it originated in horses and was by them communi- 
cated to man. The New Tork Bun reports Dr. 
John C. Peters, chairman of each committee, as 
saying: 

"The most remarkable lesults have been obtained 

by Dr J. "W. Stecklcr, of OrauRe, N. .T, He had 
some equine virus sent to him by Dr. Williams, of 
Edinburgh. Dr. Steckler inoculated twelve chil- 
dren, who were afterward exposed to the disease of 
scarict fever and did not take lu 'That was last 
May or June. He has inoculated two young colts 
and reproduced the disease among them. He failed 
with a ctilf. showing that the horses were more su-i- 
ceptiblc of the disease. Another set of children 
were Inoculated, all of whom were living in the 
same room where a cose of scarlet fever had hroken 
out. Some who had been exposed before the in- 
oculation took the disesse. but a majority escaped. 
There was only one rn«;e that hmked like failure. 
Dr. Sleekier will cultivate the virus and prove his 
experimenls. He is sure to meet with great opposi- 
tion. :ind po«<;iMy tm;rh as .Tenner did, hut I have 
no doubt he has made a discovery m great as Jen 
ner's, and one that will prove as signal an epoch ia 
the hi.>4l(»ry of medicine." 

Cleanliness in the stable, good ventilation, pure 
water, and reliable disinfectants, are the best pre- 
ventives. 



Poiso.Nocs ErracT from Oil ok S.^ssakbas.— 
Dr. C. Rariow, of Eaton. III., coutrihuteathafoUow- 

ing: I put up some oil "f >assafra9 for a gentleman 
to use for chronic brontljiiis. He took a few drops 
of it internally three or four times a day and thought 
he eyperienced some relief from it. lie had two 
boys in bis employ who were ab >ut ilfteeu years of 
age, and who complained one evening of sore throat. 
He advised them to take some of hi« nil of sassafras, 
which they did. Ue supposed they took about half 
a teaspoonftti, hut from the i4>pearanoe of the bottle 
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I Judge tlicy took about a teftipooofol apt«oe. I ww 

sent for, btit iu my ubsenre anrnhrr prncritioner (an 
eclectic) was ciilk'd. It was his opinion tbat the 
boys wi re poisoned by woHam naknowii poison which 
was in the oil. Some time after taking the oil. I 
was toJtl. a kind of intoxication or delirium was 
produced in one of tha boya. which wm followed by 
vomiting nnti pretty severe gnstric irrit:ition, wbich 
lasted for several days. The other boy did not b«- 
ooma M mueh Intoxfeated, but Tomlted aoine. Of 
conrw! I was held rosponsililc for the unknown 
poison wbich the oil was supposed to contain. I 
MUsHed the paitlei interaMed that the oH was not 
poison( il. I bave examined several works in regard 
to the physiological action and toxicology of the oil 
of aaawfru but do not find much said about it. 
Now T wish you or some of your rcadeia wonldglre 
me the desired infomiatioa through the colnntia of 
the HBonjAL AoK. 



Ptomainics — li. N, Woifenden concludes an 
article in the cadawlc alkaloida, In the Lancet, 
with the following summary: 

1. There are developed in the body, post mortem, 
poisons of an alkatoidal diameler, and which can 
be obtained also by decomposition of albumen, 
peptone, casein, muscle, brain, etc Moreover, they 
seem to be praseot in aome noraml eecratfoos (saliva 

and urine). 

2. These cadaveric alkaloids may be mistaken, 
poat-moiiem. for vegetal pdsoni admlnietered with 

pvil intent, but if the body be examined within 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours after death, any 
alkaloid then foond would be ttrong presumptive 
evidence of poison and not ptomiUnes. After a 
•ouple of days it would be a nuuter of doubt. 

8 There la no aatefactory test surely indicating 
t^K' presence of ptomaines. Physiological characters 
must be taken in conjunction with chemical tests. 

4. Probably the production of ptomaines within 
the living body may he the pathological cause of 
many obscure conditions, especially those following 
an poisoning by food, such as stale fish, etc. 



Kbedlsss, Useless Coconmo.— Dr. M. C. L. 
Kitchen, of East Sagloaw. Mich., writes: ** I have 

been wailing for some one to call for an explanation 
regarding Cbas. J. Hare's formula, for the relief of 
"Needlesa, UseleM Coughing." on page 812 of your 
number of Octnlu r 25(11 last. If ynvi will take the 
trouble to look over the formula you will dnd that 
without the addition of aqua it amounts to % viss, 
whereas it cutis for mjua ad., 3 vj. When I saw the 
formula I thought it looked like one worth trying, 
but on footing it up T had to reduce the syr. of red 
poppy and let tlie patient add the water." 

We thank l>r. Kitchen for calling attention to this 
manifest error. A change of the " 3 " sign to " 3 " 
in the amount of moellage acacia, will he found to 
correct it. 



The North American Review for Janu ary presents 

a table of eonfcnt.s possessing in the hiphcst degree 
the character of cotemporary humao iolereat. 
First, the opposite sides of the question of "Eccle- 
siastical control in Utah" are set forth by two repre- 
sentative men. President John Tuylor, (the officlul 
head of the Mormon Church) and the lion. Eli 11. 
Murray, Governor of the Territory of Utah. Sena- 
tor John T. Mitcliell writf5 - f the "Tribulations of 
I the American Dollar." in an article entitled "Theo- 
logical Re-adjustments" the Rev. J. H. Rylance in- 
sists upon the necessity of elirninatina: from the for- 
mularies of belief and from the current teachings 
of the churches, whether Ui the pulpit or Iu the 
Sundny sehool. all doctrines and all statements of 
supposed facts which have been discredited by the 
advance of exegetlcal scholarship, and by the pro> 
g-res^ of natural science. Senator Henry W. Blair, 
has an article "Alcohol in Politics." No one who 
read in the December Review the flrst half of 'The 
Day of .Tiidgement," Gail Hamilton's incisive re- 
view of the domestic life of Thomas Carlyle. will 
forego the pleasure of perusing the latter half in the 
current number. "Evils Incident' to Immigration** 
by Edward Self, is a forcible statement of Uie mi^ 
chiefs wrought by the importation into our social 
and political life of an enomoua annual contingent 
from the lowest stratum of the population of Eu- 
rope. Finally the subject of "Bribery by Railway 
Passes" is disoossed by Charles AldrkAi and iQdfs 
N. M. Hubbard. Published at 80 Lafayette Place, 
Now York, and for sale by booksellers generally. 

In a recent editorial on medical wit, the Medical 
Raooid qooles Locke as saying that a naa of wtt 

cannot be a mnn nf thn hoBt judgement. It, more- 
over, intimates that the superiority of the profession 
of England and America as compiired with that of 
France i:^ in lirj^tril in the b.carc:ty of wit in the 
former as compared with its prevalence in the latter. 
It says that all fl>e wit of which the profession of Hds 
and the mother country has been guilty in many 
years, would not spoil a single doctor. Such in- 
stances of seir-abnegaUon as this are remarkable for 
their exceeding rarity. But it only adds to the plq. 
uaacy of our contemporary's wit to thus learn that 
it is often very witty without itself being aware of 
the fact. It Is these unconscious (subjectively oii' 
conscious, of course) fla.she8 of wit that are so tranp- 
porting. If a man may not, certainly a journal 
may, emit much of this kind of wit without danger 
of spoiling. Of tliis latter factour esteemed contem- 
porary is a livini^ witness. 

Kcfcrring to the much-needed improvement in the 
matter of proof-reading in the Journal of the Amer* 
lean Medical Association, the Weekly Medical Re- 
view aays: "What is true of the individual is true, 
with the necessary clianges, of the nation, and with 
sncli ft repre.sentative abroad of the American pro- 
fession, how can we expect to secure that reoogni- 
Uoa abroad which many of us think the oonacieo- 
tloua American jsidan is entitled to. How hu* 
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miliatiog and aggravatinj? it must be to the well 
posted physiciaD abroad." Wliilw we endorse tliis 
NotimeDt we cannot but remark that the typogmph- 
tca! prror:« of wLloh llic writer complains, will be- 
scarcely more "Immiiiating and aggravating to the 
wdUpotled phyridan aliroad,** thM the bad Bogiish 
which sime journals o.^casionnlly employ. On i 
the whole we should prefer typographical errors lo 
bad Eogliab. The former «ro aoddeaU— tbe tatter 
to a crime. 

John Weaky. the founder of Methodism, was 

alsi) ^loinething of a doctor in his way. ITm even 
wrote a small work oo popular medicino tbe teach- 
tngfl of which wottld to^ay he held to be a trifle pe- 
cnliiir, to say the least. Ho was particularly down 
on tbe regular pby8iciAn,aad,Uke. many ministers of 
later times, was partial to emptricbm. His holy seal 
agdin-t -ii"t p'ln prescriptions is il!u>*trHtcd 5n the 
folhiwiug. which vieweii in cuuaection with the 
polypharmacy of his day, is not altogether without 
reason: "The common metliod of compounding 
and re compounding medicine can never be recon- 
ciled to common sense. Experience shows ttiat one 
thing will cure most disorders at least as well as 
twenty put together. Then wliy do you add the 
other nineteen? Only to swell the apothecary's bill? 
Nay, possibly on purpose tu prolong the distemper 
tiiai tbe doctor and he may divide the spoils." 

Dr. Percival Willouc:lil)y . of Derby, wrote thus 
in his "Manual (or Mid wives." (ITib century): 
"Let mldwives observe the waies and proceedings of 
nature for the production of licr fruit or trees, or 
tlie ripening of wallnutts or almonds, from their flr<<t 
IcaotUng to the opening of the huslu and falling of 
tbe nutt, the green husks sticking so close that it 
is not possible to sc[«rate the bosks from the shell 
whilst it is unripe, btit as the fruit ripeneth the 
hdsk elmtipeth and with a fissure openeth, and by 
dp?r<>es separateth the fruit without any eoforce- 
mcDt." The above instructions the tUdland Medi- 
cal Miscellany interprets to mean: "Don't interfsfe, 
but have piiticncc." The idea of n would-be (U^ou- 
cAe«js^ bcjiiuniug her professional career byaUcnd- 
ing a parturient walnut, has an air of refreshing 
origiuuliiy about it that most coninend Itidf to the 
careful obstetrician. 

Faeilia rut dfm-fMtv* At»rni. St. Louis doctors hav- 
ing freely advcrlisod themselves by attaching their 
slgnatares lo eertiflcates exIidUng Bromldfai and 
sundry othtr no?trum<5, we were not unprepared for 
their latest exploit in this direction. Tbe certificates 
of six of (bdr niimber. prominent all, are now being 
used to advert i-ic a som- thing which is placed on 
the market under the euphonious title of ' 'coca- 
ping." Coca plug is defined to be a combination 
of ti.I)u ro !4ii<l ruc.i. and our brethren in St. Louis 
declare that tobacco taken in ibis ccwtbinatiou is 
less iojuriotts tlun when taken "slnlght." Truly 
our brethren in St. IjOttto have gone into trig bost- 
oess! 



A French joiirniil gives tlie following as nn illus- 
tration of the .-Xmericau method of udvertising: A 
man suddenly fulls in a crowded thoroughfare, and 
works as in an epileptic fit A by slander remarks 
on the exccisivc quauii'.y of froth which escapes 
from bis mouth . The "epileptic" tlien gets vp and 
say^: "Ye'>, bulie.s and getiilenicn. but the resi'^on I 
froth so much is becau.<<e I have soap in my mouth. 
It is the famous article made by Messrs. Sspoft Oo.. 
of 4nf» Hallway Street, ft the softest and the 
moHt unctuous and agreeable product now on tbe 
marlEet. Its price is reasonable and its transporta- 
tion fm." The crowd moves m. 

The County Clerk of Wayue county has construed 
the new Michigan Medical Act according to what 
be llilnks was the intent of tbe legislatnre. He 
does not think it was the intent of thut body to do 
as tbe act makes them do, viz., prevent qualified 
prsctiUoners ftom r^stering after the 6lh inst. He, 
therefore, hm re opened his books and will keep 
them open for the admission of all wbo are quali- 
fied under the not. 

Dr. William Brodie of this city, lus been ap- 
pointed Surgeon-in Chief of the G. T. R. it. and 
all the lines under the control of that cor. 
poration wMt of the St Clair and Detroit 
rivers. Under the new regttlntions of the COr. 
poration his duties will be somewhat onerous, 
but it is gratifying to know that the emoluments 
of the office will fully compensate him. We oon« 
gratulate the doctor on his good fortune. 

It is reported that all the anatomirfil material 
which a medical school (a regular medical school, 
too) in a neighboring state has Iwen able to "raise" 
thus far this season is limited to a nine months o!d 
babe. This innocent little infant has been doing 
duty for the entire class. Cadavers aeem to be 
Bc.'irce in thnt ni i'^'liborbood. bat JttSt wait UntD 
those student* gel their deLT.TS' 

Parlies wishing their addresses changed must send 
their old address In connection with the new. It Is 
practiadly impos^ibk- to look through the long sub 
scriptiuo list of the Aok for old addresses^ and timse 
whow requests have not been complied with will 
discover the reason In this fact. 

An old lady, a relative of Mrs. Partington, doubt 
less, gives it as her upinion that homoeopathy is the 
preferable system of practice for infantry, but thinks 
allopathy b lietler adapted to adultaiy. 



▲n ENOTOLoraou IUMB or Mmmc * ! . SowsaT. Bditad kgr 
Kdward J. BeiminglMai« A. M.. M. D. Prlee. 16.00 la cloth; 
tSJninahBapw 
NewYoric: Benniog'IuHn A Oo. 

This Is an octavo volume of 984 pages. Its title 

is fully descriptive of lis ptirpose. Its nmge i-i thn 
whole field uf mediciou and surgery. The subjects 
are arranged In alphabetical order, with crosa.Tefer. 
cnccs, thus obviaiing the ncd-ssily for an iodes. 
The list of authors who have coolributed to it em- 
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braces gentleman whose namw arc familiar tn tb^ ■ 
profc8*iou ill counecliuu willi ihi' subjects on wbich | 
they have written, wbicb fact is a cunrantoc of tbe j 
reliabjlily of thi' work as a book of r<>fcrc-ncc. For 
ft work of Ibis size to cover so vast a Held necesaarily 
Inpliea much oondenmtloii. Tbe Utter baa been | 
doup \iy the editor, and a very' supcrftrinl pxnm {na- 
tion is enough to coovince one that he has succeeded 
remarkably well. The book ie a Hbrwy In Iteelf and I 
will be esporially appreciated by the phY?Trian who ' 
thinks Uo cannot spare the time from his practice to 
read fall and tystematic worka on tbe variooa dia> ' 
eases disciiasi'tl. It in printed in clear tyi>e and the 
mecbaoical execution is on the whole remarkable, 
wh«> tbe priee of the book la conridered. ' 

IIinkr'r Complete Obstetric Record. ComblnioK Full . 
MedtoalStattatloawtthUieUniatBaaord. Prioe»1.00. i 
AanAriior,Hleb.: Jod A. lUiier. { 

Thia book providea for all tbe ueual reeorda aa re- 

quired by tho varinns state laws In addition tn I 
Ibis, it provides for a full history of the pregnancy, . 
and of the erenta of tbe lying-in ebamber; alao for i 
s<Htint^ down with least labor ewry notahlt; charac- 
teristic of father and mother, or other ancestor; and 
lastly, tbe future medical bfstory of tbe child, so far 
as it may be known. ' 

At the top of each page of blanks there Is a refer- ■ 
enoe table of nnmbered itema. By merely writing j 
down the numbers preceding these items in the pro- 
per places in the blanks t>cIow the table, a record 
will be secured of the majority of the iDportant . 
items. Whenever a full record is not desired, this | 
result is secured by ignoring this table. In connec- 
tion with each blank there is abundant space for ' 
tnakiog those full entries concerning the pregnancy. | 
or the Bcconchement, '>r \hf family history, whloh 
caonol. be provided for lU a lable yf forms. Young 
phydcians will find the use of the book a valuable 
means of muintntning the scientiOc spirltaoasseDtial j 
to their success. i 

VISITING MSTS FOB 1888, ! 

Tsa MaMCM. Raooao Vismiia Liar akd VutacuM'* DiAaT ' 
fortlM. I 

Kftw York: Wm Wood * Co. 

This is an exceedingly beautiful pocket record, i 

being bound in flexible cover and gilt edged. Six- i 

teen pages are devoted to such information as it is | 

ett.^tomary to give in visiting lists— prnrttral points I 
u^u!ful iu eiiuTgeueies but apt to fml a ireaclieroui | 
inetnory. The compiler has shown unusual taste in 
his s< lection of this material, ami a keeil apprecia- 
tion of the needs of llic prucliliuacr. | 

LixnsAY A BtjiEisTox' PhyuK'ix.n'h Vimtjwo List i^>r ' 
Thirtr-Thinl Yt-ar >i It^ Publlcatkm. TiM Smallest, 
Strongest aoU Must Compact. . 
PhllBdelpliJa: P. Blaklstaa. Sen « Co. 

New features for 1884. The posological tables , 
have been revised in accordance with the new . 
Pharmacopceia. and then baa been added a carefnily 
prepared list of new remedies, Sylvester's method 
for producing artificial reaptration, illustrated, and 



a diagram of the chest, as an aid in diagnosis. In 
crease of strength has been given the covers, and a 
new pencil, recommended for its durability, ud 
■il>ecially manufaettirpd by the Dixon Co., has been 
added. An edition of the list has also been manu- 
factured without dales, which can be uaed until 
cooBpletely filled. 

Miner's PavsicuK"« MEWoaA!«i>i?i( Book. .\. Sew Weekly 
Visitine Ufit with CHntcol Columns and Ledger Shesta. 
<Sior«s{Patiea(a». Fiftli fanpioved Edltioa. 
Ann AtlMr. Midi.: Joel A. Miner. 

This new visiting list has all the general advan- 
tages of b(Kiks of this class. Its tables of printed 
matter are as serviceable as iu any umilar t)Ook ; its 
size is that preferred by most phywdan; and its 
variety of ))ianks covers all that is usoaUy required 
iu such books. 

It has, besides^ special claima to superiority in the 
(Tpnenil convenience of its blank?, its ledger sheets, 
it^ optional clinical record, its cash account, and its 
extra sheets for busy weeks. 

Tlie weekly business record sheet is good for any 
year, and any time of the year, and more or Ism 
tlian a page can be used each weelc. 

Plaster of-Pari«< a<4 a Snrgiral Dressing, 

UV H. O. WAl.KEK. M. D.,* DETROIT, MICK. 
(OOKCLCDED.) 

Of (he great variety of contrivancea that have 

been suggested fnr the relief of diseases of the ver- 
tebne none are so efficient and simple as the plaster 
Jacket of Dr. Sayre. Althouf^ It does not alwmya 
effect a cure, neither doe.s it always prevent deform- 
ity, yet we caimot question that tbe principle is 
oorrset. and it does undoubtedly in many easeaeffeot 
a cure and likewise prrvrt deformity. 

The application of a plaster jacket is familiar to 
most of you. yet to some of yoa a knowledge and 
brief descriptioa of Ita proper application nuy be 
of interest. 

The materiala necessary in the application of the 

jacket are, iMndages. prepared aa already described, a 
cloee-fltting, seamless abirt—aoch as can be bought in 
any dry goods store— but what la much better, a knit 

woolen one. making a perfect fit to all inequalities 
and proniinenecH of the body, a "dinner pad" consist- 
ing of two or more thicknesses of cloth, (according 
to tbe size of the subject), to be placed under the 
shirt, over the aMomen and withdrawn after the 
plaster is dry. Ii)verything being in rcaJioess Iho 
patient is adjusted in the suspension apparatus, oon- 
sistinff of a tripod or hook in the ceiling; rope 
and pulleys, cross bar to which is attached a head 
and diin piece together with two axlliaiy bands. 

In suspension it is not necessary* to lift the patient 
from the floor, but just sufficient to make him com- 
fortable, although raising a email diUd entliely from 
its fee t \% not painful; in older persons it la quite 
irksome. 

• Prof^jwor of Orthopedic Surger}'. Otnito-UrlnarT DU- 
eatw* and Clinical SurgcfT ta Uw OMralt Medioal OoUece. 
R«ad by title before tbe «M» Medkal Boeletf aSffalamasoqi, 
]Ilcb..iila7 IOUi.lMi. 
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The jacket should extend well up In the axillic. 
and down over the wings of the ilii to Ihe great iro- 
chMitier. 

Care should be taken to protect all boiqr piomi- 
nenoee with one or more thicimessee of cotton b^t- 
ting. 

It is not necessary to lay the patient after the ap- 
pUcation on an air, or soft bed, if the bandages are 
•oaked 111 atttm water, for the plaster will be oolid 

by the time it is put on, to admit of the patient 
wallling about. Jacket-s that an- n<it -^olid in from 7 to 
10 minutes after commencing to apply Ibcni, are in 
my opinion useless, for any let up in the stupension 
before the plaster is soUd, modifles materially its 
utility. 

When the disease is in the upper part of the 
column it will necessitate the building of the plaster 
higher up, extending it as far as the chin as repre- 
sented In llg. S. Sayie's jury mast can be used to ad- 




Fio. 

vantage in these cases, yet the inability to procure 
it, except in large citien, frequently forUds its 

use. and my experience has been reasonably satis- 
factory in these casc^ in extending the plaster well 
op. 

The iTmoviiI of a jiirkct is easily done by cutting 
it down the center in front with a sharp knife, and 
•hould talte place as often as every six or eight 
eiiiht weeks, as a matter of cleanliness, and observa- 
tion on your part. When union of the diseased 
▼ertebra has tkken place a laced jacket can be made 
of silicate of potash or sodii. so as to allow its fre- 
quent removal for the purpose of bathing, and ma:^- 
sage to develope the long disused muscles. The 
morable jacket in acute spondylitis does not act 
well and cannot be used to advantage until there is 
union of the bones. 

The silica jacket was first suggested by WolfT. 
fierliu, and is made from a solution of silicate of 
potash rubbed up with prepared chalk to the con- 
sistency of cream, into whldi is dipped roller band- 



I ages (two inches wide), of crinoline and those ap- 
I plied over the tight-fitting shirt to the extent of two 
I or more tbicknesB, and again over this an ordinary 

plaster jacket, taking care to see that all wrinkles 
! are removed before tlie plaster is put on. .Vfter 
I four or Ave days the silica will become hard enough 
i to renidve, first separating the plaster cast before 
[ cutting through the silica jacket. The shirt will 
I have become so saturated with the siticn that it is a 
I part of the jacket. 

Trim the cdi^s above and below, and bind it with 

chamois skin which is done by using some of the 
I silicate of potash. 

i Kyelet holes, at intervals of an inch and a quarter 
I of an inch from the slit in the jacket, are readily 
I made by such tools as shoemakers use. and the 
whi>lc makes a light, firm, movable jacket which 
, will last for a long time, such as you we in fig. 6. 




no.*. 

In the treatment of hip-joint disoas*'. plaster-of- 
Paris proves of value, especially in the first stage 
where abeolute rest la desirable, and is best applied 
whOe the patient is suspended by a Sayre's apparatus, 
the well foot standing on a chair, and the other sup- 
ported or extended by an assistant. The plaster 
extends from the ankle to the umbilicus, and made 
firm at the trochanter by interlacing perforated tin 
strips, or, what is still better, thin strips of hickory 
or any elastic wood, well soaksd for a few boors 
before using. 

Where exposure or extension of the joint is ncces- 
saiy, the apparatus is as depicted in dg. 7, whldioon- 




j Fia. 7. 

>iists of (Mirveil har'< of iron attached above and 

b^.'low to proper sixcd pieces of perforated tin, and 
i held in place by a f^w turns of a wet bandage. The 

apparatus as applied appears in tiir '). 
Where motion as well as extension is desired, the 
I application of Stillman's sector splint serves a good 
' purpose, ?''ii:s. S and J). It admits of the patient's 

walking, allowing: "1. Extension at any angle with 
I motion. % Extension at any angle with fiiation. 
I 8. Fixation at any angle. 4. Hbtion, complete or 
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limited, rnnslnnt or ocrnKinna). o. Exposure of 
surface hlwuii joiiil, admitting com|tiV!'!«ion. clu»tic 
or otherwise, hot and cold applications, bliMters, 
dressin); and easy inRpertioo. 6. Motion, exlenpion 
and elastic tension hy the addition of appropriate 
rubber cords." — Trans. Amer. Med. Ahsm-., 1S81. 




The utility of devices in Figs. 8, 4. 5. 6, 7 and 10 
are manifest, from their simplicity, ease of applica- 
tion and cheapness, and serve equally as well iu 
most cases as more complicated and expensive ones. 



Fio. «. 

Fip. 10 illustrates a simple contrivance for treat- 
ing knee joint disease, which allows of inspection 
and application of remedies, and would prove of 
advanlxge if drainage was necessary, especially in 
resection of the joint. 

Fig. 11 shows Stillman's sector spliDl applied for 
trouble of knic-joinl. 

Devices of a similar character are applicable for 
the treatment of a majority of joint troubles having 
for their basij of attaclimcut, plastcr-of-Paris. 




Fia. la 

I do not wish it to be thought that there is notliing 
good outside of the plaster-of- Paris, and that tho fe- 
6ult« arc not as good with other means, but I do claim 
that the results arc c(|UHlly as good if not better with 
the plaster, and certainly the least trouble to the 
surgeon and greatest comfort to the patient. 




Fio II. 

Among objections ofTeriMl against its uso are: 
1 . That in cases wliere swelling exists it may pro- 
duce gangrene or sloughing at the point of injury. 
This \9. easily prevented by a lilieral padding of the 
parts with cotton batting. 3. That it prevents in- 
spi'Clion, —an objection of some importance, yet this 
can l»e overcf)me by sUttiug opeu the plaster to 
allow of sufficient inspection to prevent catastrophe. 
\\. That if prevents exhalations of the part covered. 
P^xperimcut has proved that it is far more porous 
than any other liind of splint, and admits of rapid 
absorption of moisture. 

NiiTK. — The reason that this paper did not appear 
in the Transactions of the Michigan State Medical 
Society was the fact that I did not receive the 
cuts in time for the secretary to publish it. 

H. O. W. 



Digitized by Google 



biyiiizua by GoOglc 



Digitized by Google 



Digitizixl by Google 



Digitized by Googic 



Digitized by GooQie 



